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INTRODUCTION 

S one surveys the gorgeous monuments of Muslim Egypt one is struck by the grandeur, the 
. beauty and the mysteries of masques. They represent Art at its best and in its varied aspects. 

They record the eventful history of those momentous periods. They seem to hide within them 
secrets which had far-reaching effects on the political and social history of the country as well as 
on its intellectual and spiritual life throughout the centuries. 

lndeed the history of the Muslim W orld in general and Muslim Egypt in particular cannot 
be properly understood or rightly interpreted unless masques are thoroughly studied as links in the 

chain of the past. lt is therefore of great advantage to Egypt and to the world to unveil those 

secrets and reveal them; for masques were not only places of worship, but also colleges for the 
study of religious doctrines, philosophical ideas and political theories. 

ln November 1943 a general commirtee was formed for this purpose composed. of the 
following: 

Mr. Mol).ammad ~abri Shuhayyeb, 
Under-secretary of the Ministry of Waifs. 

Mr. Mol_lammad ("Alî Namâzî, 
Member of the Commission for the Preservation of Arab Monuments. 

Professor K. A. C. Creswell, F.B.A., F.s.A., HON. n. LITT-OXFORD, HON. A.R.B.A. 

Professor of Muslim Art, Cairo University. 

Mr. J.H. Rowntree, 
One-time Director of Reproduction 0./ftces, Survey of'Egypt. 

Mr. I:Iassan F ouâd, 
One-time Control/er-General of the Survey of Egypt. 

Mr. Mob.ammad Abdul Fattâh 6ilmî, 
Director, Museum of Arab Art. 

Mr. Mol}.ammad Y ousif Hammâm, 
One-time Director of Reproduction 0./ftces, Survey of Egypt. 

Mr. Mol).ammad Kamâl Ism!rîl 
Su!J-Director of Enginel!ri'!Zg Department, Ministry of Walifs. 

The following members later joined the committee : 

Mr. MoQ.ammad rOmar-El-Demerdâsh, 

One-time Under-secretary of the Ministry of Walifs. 

Mr. Abdul-Khâlik Mutâwi<' . ' 
One-time Director-Genera/ of the Survey of Egypt. · 

Mr. Ali FAyek ~~, 
Director of Reproduction 0./ftces, Survey of Eg;ypt. 



This general committee carried out the most exhaustive research and sought the assistance of 
eminent experts. The Department for the Preservation of Arab Monuments, the Museum of Arab 
Art -and the Reproduction Offices of the Survey of Egypt collaborated wholeheartedly by providing 
the historical data together with the architectural facts connected with it. Distinguished artists 
produced the gorgeous designs and paintings. 

The Survey of Egypt is technically responsible for the designing, the reproducing and the 
printing, as weil as for the two maps and general index of the Mohammedan monuments of Cairo. 

In_ this unique work Egypt presents to the world yet another illustrious page of its great 
past and adds yet another to its many services to the world. 

Credit must be given to ali those who gave of their best to make this work a worthy con
tribution to the heritage of mankind. 

MINISTER OF W AKFS 

AHMAD HASSAN AL-BÂKOURÎ 

/ 
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PREFACE 

A 1 R 0 possesses a most remarkable series of Muslim monuments, running unbroken from 

the ninth to the nineteenth century. In the latter respect it is unique; other cities, su ch as 

Damascus, possess a large number of monuments but sGme centuries are not represented at all. 

lt was therefore decided to illustrate the principal masterpieces of this wonderful series with 

large scale photogravure plates, arranged in chronological arder, so that the reader, by turning 
them over, can pass in review the growth and evolution of Muslim architecture in Egypt. Each 
plate is accompanied by a descriptive text, sufficient to give the essential facts concerning each 

mosque. 

Thus we are enabled to see the Imperial art of the Abbâsîd Empire brought to Egypt from 

Samarra by A).J.mad ibn Tûl&n; then features brought to Egypt by . the Fâ~inu'âs, su ch as the 
monumental entrance of the Masque of al-I:Iâkim and its minarets forrrting salients at the two 
ends of the façade. The chief glory of Fâ!imîd architeG:ture lay in its ornamentation, which 
compels universal admiration by the boldness and variety of its design. This ornament consists of 

decorative Kûfi writing and of arabesque motifs, sometimes set in a geometrical frame-work. 

Then we observe the architecture of the Fâtimîds, mainly of brick, gradually giving way to stone 
under the Ayyûbîds, although the rich interior decoration is still carried out in stucco It was 
also marked by the introduction of a new type of religious building, the Madrasa or Theological 

College. The Bal).rîte Mamlûks continued the A yyûbîd tradition, but on a larger and rich er scale. 
Fine stone façades, bronze-plated doors, marble panelling, lace-like stucco ornament, coffered 

ceilings resplendent with gilding and col our, bands of fàience mosaic and richly carved minarets, 
combine to form a series of unsurpassed masterpieces. · There was . a new development in the 

masque plan whereby the small dome covering the space in front of the mi~râb, is replaced by a 

large wooden dome covering nine hays. 

Under Sultâns Qâyt-Bây and al-Ghawrî even the dornes are richly decorated with geometrical 

designs and arabesque, a feature not to be seen outside Egypt with one exception - a Sebll 

built by Qâyt-B~y in the I:Iaram ash-Sharif at Jerusalem. 

I t has been the custom to belittle the Turkish period, nevertheless it would appear that the 

enormous reduction in the amount of money hitherto spent on grandiose monuments by the rich 

Mamlûk court, was a more serious factor than an actual falling off in the quality of the work. 
The masques of S~di Sadya in the Citadel, Sinân Pasha at Bûlâq and al-Malika Safiya suffice to 
justify this opinion. 

The Survey of Egypt is to be congratulated on having carried out the printing and the rep

roduction of the plates in a manner worthy of the subject. In fact one need have no hesitation 

in saying that these two volumes constitute the finest piece of book production achieved in Egypt, 

and there is no doubt that it will be most useful to Universities, Museums, Libraries and similar 
institutions. 

k .a .c 
4th June 1954 

/( v1. (. (reswe/1 
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THE EVOLUTION OF MUSLIM ARCHITECTURE IN EGYPT 

· J\ S SOON AS ISLAM HAD APPEARED IN THE ARABIAN PENINSULA, and the 

r-l..period of conquest begun, the Arab advance took place in two directions, one army advanc
ing northwards· into Palestine and Syria, the other into 'Iraq and, later on, into Persia. Thus 

. the new Muslim state was subjected to two entirely different artistic and architectural influences, 
the Hellenistic West and the Sasanian East. It was from the blending of these two influences 
that M uslim art and architecture was born. 

The more the Arabs advanced in their conquests and increased their power and renown, the 
more their flexible principles pressed them to seek the collaboration of the nations they had con
quered, adopting, within the limits permitted by their religion, every phase of civilisation and art, 
and spreading it amongst other nations. This resulted in the birth of a new art, having its own 
strongly marked characteristics. The most magnificent and progressive branch of this art was 
architecture, which was represented in the masque, and which embraced ali the features of the 
new artlsttc development, in its various aspects, according to the different countries and climates 
of the new world of Islam. 

It was so destined that Egypt should play an important part in that field, as a result of 
which it now possesses a magnificent series of mosques, clearly demonstrating the extent of its 
participation in the progress and development of architecture, ever since the Arab conquest. 
Although sorne parts of this series, w hi ch date from the first centuries of that era, are missing, 
yet the series is unbroken from the time when Egypt began to have a special architecture of her 
own, which excelled in many aspects the architecture of other countries. These masques bear 
witness to the magnificence of the Egyptian style, and to the beauty of the various crafts em
ployed in their construction and decoration. 

Various periods have succeeded one another since the Arab conquest in 20 H. (64o). Each 
of these periods had its own conditions and its own architectural features. They were as follows: 

1. THE ORTHODOX KHALIFS PERIOD - clown to the beginning of the Tülünid period, 
20-254 H. (640-868 A. n.): 

Age has had its effect on the monuments of this period in Egypt, Fustà~, the fi.rst Arab 
city in Egypt, being in ruins. The same destruction befell al-_(Askar, founded by the <Abbasids, 
in 133 H. (750), and although the Masque of (Amr ibn al-'A~ has undergone great alterations 
and enlargements until it has lost its original shape, leaving only the site on which it was built, 
yet we know that two architectural innovations of great importance appeared in it; the first being 
the four !awâmi{ (towers), built at the corners of the n1osque in 53 H. (672/7 3) by Maslama 
ibn Mukhallad, Governor of Egypt, by arder of Mu<awiya, the first Umayyad Khalif. These 
·!awiiml were copied from the towers which once stood at the corners of the old temple enclosure 
( te1nenos) at Damascus, and they formed a n1odel for the minarets that were built la ter on in 
Egypt, many of which still exist, in a great variety of beautiful shapes. The other feature is 
the hollow mi~ràb, built in the mosque by ~rra ibn Sharïk, Governor of Egypt, during the 
reign of al-Walid ibn 'Abd al-Malik, in 93 H. (712), which was copied fro1n that made by (Umar 
ibn (Abd al-<Azïz in the Mosque of Madina in 88 H. (706/7). 
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- -
2. THE 'fULUNID PERIOD, 254-292 H. (868-905 A.n.) : 

A~mad ibn 'f~lün founded the 'fülünid dynasty in Egypt, in 254 H. (868), after he had 
spent his youth at Samarra, near the birthplace of the art of the ~Abbasids. Among the monu
ments which remain from this epoch, is his great masque, which is the masterpiece of the .Tülünid 
period, on account of its vast area, simple planning, and its chaste and restrained decoration. 
Although ali the motifs employed came from Samarra, and its original minaret was possibly like 

that of the Masque of Samarra, yet it took the scheme of its façades and the style of its windows 
from the Masque of 'Amr, as it was when rebuilt and enlarged in 212 H. 

The T ülünids did not rule for a long period, for the r Abbasids regained their sovereignty over 

Egypt in 2 9 2 H. (go 5), and soon took revenge by removing ali traces of their work in 
Egypt. The artistic and architectural movement consequently slowed clown, and we cannot hnd 

any trace ofits recovery until the Ikhshïds took power from 324 H. (935) clown to 358 H. (969). 

-
3· THE FATIMID PERIOD, 358-567 H. (969-1171 A.D.) : 

Towards the end of the Ikhshïd period, the Fà~imids were casting an eye upon Egypt, and 
were aiming to make it the seat of a strong Khalifate, where they hoped to establish a new era 
and con vert it to a Shï'a State. In 3 58 H. ( 9 69), Gohar a~-$aqallï, Commander of al-Mu 'izz 

li-Dïn illah, the fourth Fa~imid Khalif, invaded Egypt, marked out the plan of the city of Cairo 
and founded the first Fa~imid mosque, al-Azhar. 

This period was associated with sorne architectural innovations, such as the use of dressed 
stone for the :first time, in the façades of mosques, instead of brick, as weil as the decoration of 
the façades with various motifs, carved in the stone, previous façades having been of a simple 
character, as may be observed in the Masques of ~Amr and Ibn Tülun. 

Dornes were small and sin1ple in this period, both internally and externally. Their external 
ribbing was seen for the hrst time in the dome of as-Saiyida cAtika, founded at the beginning of the 

VI century H. (beginning of XII century A.n.). Dome suppo~ts (or pendentives) began to develop 
towards the system of multiple tiers of stalactites; th us beginning with a simple squinch as in the 
Mosque of al-I:Iakim, then two tiers of niches as in the dome of Shaykh Yünis and the two dornes 
of al-Ga~farï and (Atika, and so on. 

The pride of Fa~imid architecture, however, was apparent in its attractive and beautiful 
ornament. Decorated Küfic inscriptions and stucco ornament attained a high standard in their 
beautiful motifs, good distribution and varied designs. They were most highly developed in mibrabs, 
a~d they formed borders for arches and windows. The cleverness of the Egyptian craftsman was 
not confined to stucco decoration alone, for he rJso excelled in the art of carving in wood ; th us 
doors, mi11bars, movable mi/;ra6s and wooden tie-beams, bear witness to his great skill, and ali 
show the high level of craftsmanship attained in this period. 

-
4· THE AIYUBID PERIOD, 567-648 H. {1 I7I-I2_5o A.o.) : 

The Aiyübids took over the government of Egypt in 567 H. ( 1 171), and established a ruling 
dynasty in it. Fron1 the start, their rule proved to be one of fierce fighting with the Crusaders. 

Their attention was therefore directed towards the construction of military buildings. Thus they 
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founded the Citadel, and extended the walls of Cairo. Their preoccupation with wars therefore 
explains the scarcity of religious buildings due to them. They also endeavoured to overcome 
the Shïta rite of the Fa~imids by founding colleges to teach the principles of the four Muslim rites. 
None of these colleges has survived except remains of the Kamilïya Madrasa, built in 622 H. 
( 1 2 2 5), .which consisted of two iwans facing each other, and remains of the ~alil).ïya Madrasa, 
founded by a~-~alil). Negm ad-Dîn Aiyüb in 640 H. (1242), which was reserved for teaching the 
said four rites. This madrasa was not of the cruciform plan type; it was in fact composed of 
two madrasas, each of which contained two iwiùzs, facing each other. Stalactite pendentives sup
porting large dornes begin to appear, with an increase in the number of the tiers of niches. Only 
two minarets of this period still exist. These are the minarets of the $alil).ïya Madrasa and the 
Zawiyat al-Hunüd; they are considered good examples of the n1inarets built towards the end of 
the seventh century H. (end of 13th century A.n.). 

Stucco decoration and fine geometrical woodwork continued to progress in this period. Naskhï 

inscriptions also came into use and evolved, side by side with Küfic inscriptions. 

-
5· THE MAMLUK PERIOD, 648-923 H. (1250-1517 A.n.): 

When al-Malik a~-$ali~ Negm ad-Dïn al-Aiyübï ascended the throne of Egypt towards the 
end of the Aiyübid dynasty, he purchased a great number of Turkish Mamlüks, and accomodated 

then1 at the Citadel of Rawga, which he had founded on the Island of Rawçla in 638 H. They 
were thus called the Balfrite Mamlüks, and they were greatly favoured by him, and were given 
the opportunity to occupy high posts in the state, un til they attained the rank of Amïr. They 
consequently gained much authority, until one of them, tlzz ad-Dïn Aybak at-Turkumanï, suc
ceeded in ascending the throne of Egypt in 648 H. (1250). This was the beginning of Mamlük 
rule in Egypt, which continued clown to 923 H. (1517), i.e. for 275 years. During 136 years 
of this period, 648-784 H. (1250-1382), the Bal}rite Mamlüks were in power. They were suc
ceeded by the Circassian Mamlüks, who ruled from 784 to 923 H. (1382-1517), i.e. 139 years. 

During the whole of this long period, the Mamlük Sultans rivalled each other in the con
struction of masques, schools, mausoleums, sa6ils, palaces and wikalas. The greatness of this 
period was displayed in their buildings, which attract the admiration of ali who see them. 

M uslim architecture in Egypt began to esta~lish itself in this period, gaining a special 
individuality, and laying dawn its own standards and characteristics, which were adopted and followed 
by architects and artists. This fact is clearly shawn in the masque plans, the dignified façades 
and in the huge and beautiful portais. 

Side by side with stability, we find a steady progress in stucco work, and a vanat1on in its 
decoration. This may be seen in the buildings of the second half of the seventh century H. 
( 1 3th century A.D.). Marble however has displaced stucco, and we find that mibrabs and dadoes 
are made with marble of different colours and in beautiful designs, distinguished by careful crafts
manship and harmony of colour. Ali this was accon1panied by a development in woodwork and 
decoration, e.g. in ivory inlay work, ebony and zarnashan, side by side with fine carving on 
minbars, doors and windows. Turned work, as well, made great strides. The design of wooden 
ceilings underwent a great developn1ent, the richness of which was increased by their beautiful 
gilded de~oration. 
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Progress in metal work is evident in the copper plated doors, which show skill in the engraving, 

piercing and inla ying of copper. 

The Mamlük period is justified in claiming superiority over other periods, as regards dornes 
and minarets. Dornes were built of stone instead of brick, their substructure took various forrns, 
and faïence was introduced for decorating their drums. 

The decoration of the external surface of dornes varied from ribbing to chevrons, until they 
reached a high standard in the days of the Circassian Mamlüks, when they were ornamented 
with geometrical and arabesque designs. 

Minarets kept pace with dornes. Thus we see them rising gloriously to a great height, and 
attracting attention by their beauty. The upper caps of sorne of them were covered ·with til es 
of faïence, i.e. the minarets of the Khanqa of Ba ybars al-Gashankïr and the Mosque of an-Na~ir 
Mu~ammad at the Citadel. Sometimes the middle storey was decorated with marble inlay, i.e. 

in the minarets of the Mosques of Barqiiq and the QaQÏ -Y al_lya. Their decoration increased 1n 
variety and richness towards the end of the Circassian Mamlük period. 

The cruciform plan madrasas were evolved in the Mamlük period. They are composed of 
an open fa/;11, surrounded by four iwàns. Mausoleums for the founders were annexed to nearly 
ali these madrasas, while sa!Jt-ls and kuttabs were annexed to sorne only. Towards the end of 
the Circassian Mamlük period, madrasas were built of a smaller size, compared with those of the 
B*ite Mamlük period, while their fa~ns were covered with highly decorated wooden roofs. 

6. THE OTTOMAN PERIOD, 923-1220 H. (1517-18o5 A.n.) : 

As soon as Mamlük rule came to an end, owing to the victory of Sultan Selïm in 923 H. 
( 1 5 1 7), Muslim architecture experienced a crisis, ceasing to progress and deteriorating in quality, 
lacking the presence and touch of elever craftsmen and at:tists, for these were collected by Sultan 

Selim and sent to Constantinople. This fact resulted in the loss of the features which character

ised Muslim architecture in Egypt. Moreover, it underwent Byzantine influence, brought in by 
the new conqueror. 

The Ottoman period has however left us a number of masques related, to a certain extent, 
to those of Constantinople. The first example of these mosques is that · of Sulayman Pasha, 
founded at the Citadel in 935 H. (1528). This was followed by the Mosque of Sinan Pasha at • 
Bülaq and those of . Malika $afiya and Abu adh-Dhahab, each of which comprises a large plain 
dome, covering the masque, and a cylindrical minaret ending with a conical top, except that the 
minaret of the Mosque of Mu~ammad Abu adh-Dhahab is unlike any of the Turkish minarets 
of that period. B~sides that, we find that sorne of the masques built during this period had 
adopted many features from Mamliik architecture, in their minarets, their façades and in their 
internai details, su ch as coloured mar ble dadoes and richly decorated ceilings, etc., as may be 
observed in Mamlük mosques. An innovation, however, appears in the Ottoman period, viz : the 
lining of internai walls with tiles of faïence · with floral designs and the dornes with plain green tiles. 

7· MUI:IA?v1MAD (ALI PERIOD, 1220-1265 H. ( 1 8o1-1 848 A.n.): 

The n1osques that were founded during the rule of Muhan1mad (Alï al-Kabïr, were affected 
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by both Ottoman and Mamlük in1luences. He founded his great mosque at the Citadel, based 
on the Mosque of Sultan A~mad at Constantinople, which overlooks Cairo with its dornes and 
minarets, a symbol of majesty and power. 

8. THE MODERN PERIOD : 

We have chosen to denote under this name, the period from the death of MuQ.ammad (Ali 
clown to the present day. lt has no special characteristics of its own. Most of its masques are 
entirely covered by ceilings, with top lights (shukhshaikha) in the centre. The roofs are supported 
upon marble columns, while the façades and minarets are inspired, in their details, by the mosques 
of the Mamlük period and others. 
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THE MOSQUE OF 'AMR IBN AL-'ÀS. 
21 H. (642) 

W HEN (AMR IBN AL-(A~, leader of the Muslim armies, entered Egypt, he founded the 

city of Fus~a~, and built his masque there in 21 H. ( 642). It was a very simple build
ing and measured 30x5o dhiril (cubits) = 17x29 m. Its walls were built of mud brick and 
the roof was constructed of split palm trunks, supported by palm trunk columns, and coverd 
with a thatching of palm leaves and mud. The floor was strewn with pebbles. Nothing whatever 
remains of the first masque, on account of the numerous rebuildings. History, however, has 
recorded the successive alterations and modifications which this mosque has undergone from its 
foundation down to the present day. Its area was extended, the roof was raised, the palm trunk 
columns were replaced by marble ones, the walls were decorated, the number of entrances was 
increased, and many features of architectural importance were introduced. In the year 53 H. 
(672-73), Mu(awiya ordered Maslama ibn Mukhallad, Governor of Egypt, to build the four 
~awami" (towers), similar to those which stood at the corners of the old temple of Damascus; 
access to these !awami" was effected by means of ou tside ladders. These !awami', or square 
towers, were actually the origin of the minarets which were built in Egypt; later on a number 
of types were evolved, some of elaborate design. Another architectural feature which was intro-· 
duced later on in this masque was the concave mi~ra6, which was copied by ~rrah ibn Sharïk 
from that erected by 'Umar ibn 'Abd al-'Azïz in the mosque of Madïna in 88 H. (706/7); the 

first 1ni~ra6s had been flat. 

··--
-~~m. 

In 212 H. (827), (Abd Allàh ibn Tahir, who had been appointed Governor of Egypt by 
the tAbbasid Khalif al-Ma'mün, ordered that the masque be doubled in size, by the addition to the 
west (S. W.) of its exact area. Its dimensions then became about 1 1 2 x I 20 m. This was the 
last recorded extension of the masque proper, and its area has remained unchanged up to the 
present day. It then consisted of an open fa/tn, surrounded by four riwaqs. The sanctuary had 
seven arcades parallel to the qi6/a wall and extending for the whole width of the masque. The 
back riwaq was similar. The side riwaqs had seven arcades, parallel to the qi61a wall, and ex

tending from the side walls up to the ~a~n. The masque had thirteen entrances, three in the north 
wall, five in the east, four in the west and one in the qi6/a wall. ln the upper part of the 
walls was a row of windows, between each two of which was a niche with a fluted hood. 

This mosque has pas~ed through periods of ruin and destruction, and has been repaired and 
restored many times. It consists at present of a large space, entered by three doorways in its 
north façade; to the south is the sanctuary, which has nineteen arcades, supported by marble 
columns and running perpendicular to the qibla wall. These arcades were built in the middle of 
the nineteenth century. 
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The fragments of timber architraves, placed over the capitals of columns, next the west wall 
of the qi6la riwaq, are of the greatest importance, for their carved decoration shows that they 
must belong to the time of c Abd Allah ibn Tahir, 2 1 2 H ~ ( 8 2 7). 

The external walls are of severa1 periods ; the most important parts of them date back to 
'Abd Allah ibn 'fahir, and include windows in the west façade, with remains of carved woodwork. 
Sorne of the windows in this façade, as weil as in the north one, are due to the Amïr Salar who 
restored the rn osque in 70 3 H. ( 1 3 04). This restoration included the beautiful stucco mi~ rab 
still to be seen in the north façade. . Plate No. 1 
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THE MOSQYE OF AI:JMAD IBN TULUN 

263-65 H. (876/7-79) 

T ÜLÜN was one of the Turkish slaves whom the Governor of Bukhaci had sent to the 

Khalif al-Ma'mün. He stayed in the service of the fAbbasid Court until he was promoted 
• 

to the rank of prince. His son, Al).mad, showed inclination towards scientific and literary studies; 

he learnt the ~r'an, Fiqh and J1adith (Traditions) , and displayed exceptional talent, surpassing 
all his colleagues. He was chosen deputy ruler of Egypt on behalf of Bayakbak whon1 the 

1\.bbasid Khalif had appointed as Governor of Egypt. He took up his appointment in 254 H. 
(868). By good luck the governorship of Egypt, after Bayakbak's death was given to Amâjür, 
Ibn 'fülün's father-in-law, who approved the continuation of Ibn 'fülün in office. 

The authority of A~ad ibn 'fülün was at first limited to Fus~t, the KharaJ· (land tax) 
being controlled by Ibn al-Mudabbir. A~ad ibn 'fülün gradually increased his influence until 
the whole of Egypt came under his control. He was also put in charge of the Khara;· and 
extended his rule over Syria and Cyrenaica. Al).mad was the first of the 'fülünids, whose rule 

over Egypt lasted from 254 H. (868) until 292 H. (905). He died in 270 H. (884). A~mad 
ibn 'fulün may be regarded as one of the most important figures in the history of Muslim Egypt. 
During his rule, Egypt, from being a province of the 'Abbasid Khalifate, became an in dependent 
state. 

When he had completed his palace at the foot of al-Muqa~~am, planned the maydan {square) 
in front of it, and founded al-Qa~a'i\ Alfmad ibn 'fülün built his great masque on an outcrop 
of rock called Gabal Yashkur in 265 H. (879); the date of completion is conhrmed by the 
foundation inscription which is carved on a marble slab fixed to one of the piers of the qi61a 
riwaq ( sanctuary) . 

This masque, although the third founded in Egypt, is the oldest that has preserved its origi
nal plan and architectural details. This is due to the- fact that nothing remains of the first, the 

Masque of fAmr built in 21 H. (642), and that the second, the Mosque of al- 'Askar, built in 
169 H. (785/86), disappeared when the city was ruined. 

Like many other ancient masques, it has passed through various phases of restoration and • 

ruin. It was in the year 470 H. ( 1077), that Badr al Gamâli, the Wazir of the Fa~imid Khalif 
al-Mustan~ir carried out sorne restorations in the masque; an inscription to this effect is to be 

found on a mar ble slab fixed over one of the doorways of the north façade. In the sanctuary, 
al-Af9al added a stucco mi/;-râ6 to one of the piers, the decoration of which attains a very high 

standard. Two more mi~ra6s were insta Ued, the first during the Tülunid periad, and the second 
during the Fa~imid period ; both of them are in the sanctuary. . The most important restorations, 

however, were those carried out by Sultan ~usam ad-Dïn Lajïn, who in 6g6 H. ( 1 296), constructed:-

1- The dome in the centre of the !a~n, which replaced that built by the Fa~imid Khalif al-'Azïz 
Billah in 3 8 5 H. ( 99 5) . The latter had replaced the original dame of 3 76 H. ( 9 86). 

2- The present minaret with its external staircase. 
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3- The present minbar. 

4- The marble and mosaic lining of the main mi/.trab. 

5- The pendentives of the dome over the main mihrab. 

6- Numerous pierced stucco windows. 

7- A stucco 11zibrab similar to that of al-Af4aJ., which was added to a pter next to it. 

The sa6il in the southern ziyada was built by Qâ.yt-Bay; it has been restored by the 
Department for the Preservation of Arab Monuments. 

Towards the end of the twelfth century H. (XVIIIth A.n.), the masque was turned into a 
workshop for the n1anufacture of woollen girelles, and in the middle of the last centuary it was 

used as an asylum for the disabled. As saon as the Comité de Conservation des Monuments de 
l'Art Arabe had been established in 1 8 8 2, they rescued it from its shameful condition, and started 
to restore it. It was in the year 1918 that the late King Fouad I authorized a project for its 

complete restoration and the pulling down of ali the buildings surrounding it. A sum of L.E. 
4o,ooo was allotted for the purpose. This sum, however, was spent on restoring the parts which 
had fallen, the rene\val of its roofs and the reparation of its stucco decoration. 

The masque consists of an open ~a~n (court) about 92 m. sq., in the middle of which is 

a dame supported on an octagonal drum resting on a square base, with four arched openings and 
an ablution fountain in the centre. A curious feature of this structure is the presence of a stair

case, leading up to the level of the drum, which has been constructed inside its north wall. 

The ~a/.tn is surrounded by four riwaqs, the deepest being the sanctuary which is formed by five 
arcades, w hereas the others are of two only. The arcades consist of pointed arches resting on 

rectangular piers with engaged brick columns at the corners. Ail four riwaqs are covered with 

modern timber roofs, copied from fragments which remained of the original one. Below the 
ceiling runs the famous wooden frieze, carved with verses from the Qur'an in early Küfic. The 

rn osque proper is about 1 1 8 m. wide and 1 3 8 m. deep ; it is surrounded on the northern, western 
and southern sides by three ziyadas (extensions), each of which is about 19 m. deep. The 
whole, therefore, forn1s a square measuring 162 m. each way. In the centre of the western 

z~yàda stands the unique minaret which has no parallel in Egypt. It is most probable that this 
minaret derived its external staircase from the original minaret of the mosque, which al-Quc;J.acï 

sa ys was copied from the minaret of . Samarra. The present minaret consists of a square lower 

storey, surmounted by a circular one. This is crowned by an octagonal top storey with a small 

fluted dome. The whole structure is about 40 m. in height. 

1 'he scheme of the façade of the masque is a simple one. The lower half is bare, except 

for the door openings; the upper part is occupied by a row of windows with stucco grilles of 

various designs and different periods, alternating with niches with fluted hoods. The whole is 

crowned with beautiful open-work cresting, like that on the walls of the ziyadas. To each door

way of the mosque proper, there is a corresponding one in the outer walls of the ziyadas. The 

latter opened on to bazaars which led up to the doors of the mosque. A small doorway, 

however, was opened in the qibla wall, leading to the Dar al- Imàra, which Ibn Tülün had built 

on the eastern side of the masque. 

II 



In the middle of the qibla wall is the main mi~riib, of which the original niche and marble 
columns flanking it on either side still remain, likewise the frame and spandrels, but the marble 
and mosaic lining Îs· the work of Sultan . Lajïn as mentioned above. The bay in front of the 
mi/:zrab is covered with a wooden dome, with pierced stucco windows in its drum, decorated with 
coloured glass. Alongside the mil;rab is the minbar, which was constructed by arder of Sultan 
La jin. It consists of a geometrical wooden &amework filled with richly carved panels ; it ranks 
among the most beautiful of those in the mosques of Cairo. Although a great many of its panels 
have been replaced, it still retains its importance, for it is the third oldest in Egypt, the first being 
that in the mosque of the monastry of St. Katherine on Mount Sinaï, made by order of al-Af9al 
Shahinshâh during the rule of the Fa~imid Khalif al-Âmir in 5 oo H. ( 1 1 o6), the second is that 
in the Masjid al-'Atiq at Qü~, made by order of a~-~ili1} 'fala'it in 550 H. (1 155). 

There remains the stucco decoration to be seen running round the arches and openings, 
and below the wooden frieze under the ceiling, also on the soffits of sorne of the arches round 

the $a~n. 

Although most of these have been restored, they still retain their Tülünid style, which 
derives its elements from the ornament of Samarra. The designs carved on the wooden soffits of 

the doorways are also closely related to those of Samarrâ. 
Plates Nos. 2-9 &2 I 
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AL-AZHAR MOSQ_UE 

359-61 H. (970-72) 

W HEN GOHAR A$-$AQALLI ($aqlabi), Commander-in-chief of al-Mutizz li-Din illi.h, the 

first Fa~imid Khalif, conquered Egypt and founded the city of al-Qahira, he began the 
construction of al-Azhar masque in Gumada 1, 359 H. (97o), and finished it in Ramaçlan, 361 
H. ( 97 2). I t is therefore, the first masque founded in the city of al-Qahira, and the earliest 
existing Fatimid monument in Egypt. The origin of the name of this mosque has been disputed. 
lt is said however, that the Fa~imids have named it "al-Azhar" in commemoration of Fa~ima 
az-Zahra', daughter of the Prophet. 

This masque, at the time of construction, probably had an open !abn, surrounded by three 
riwaqs, the largest being the sanctuary which is five aisles deep. A slightly higher transept cuts 
the sanctuary in the middle, running &om the fa~n to the qib/a wall, where it ends with a dome 
over the mil;rab. The two corners of the aisle next to the qib/a wall were covered with two 
dornes, similar in form; no traces of these remain. Each of the side riwaqs is three hays deep. 
The arches surrounding the !abn rest on rectangular piers while ali other arches rest on marble 
column with varying types of capital. 

About the year 400 H. (1009), this mosque .was restored by al-I:Jikim Bi'amr illah, third 
Fa~imid Khalif in Egypt. A wooden door, now kept in the Museum of Arab Art , is the only 
trace of this restoration. 

At the end of the Fa~imid Dynasty (VI cent. H. = XII cent. A.D.), the covered part was 
enlarged by the addition of one aisle to each side of the 1a/;11; the arcades of these rest on mar ble 
colurnns. In the ·middle of the eastern aisle and at the beginning of the transept, stands a dome, 
the interior of which is decorated with stucco ornament and bands of Qur' anie inscriptions in 
Küfic. A good deal of the original stucco ornament and Küfic inscriptions can still be observed: 
( 1) ail round the arches of the transept, and their spandrels, ( 2) in the hood of the old mi~rab, and 
(3) the stucco windows and their borders, in the ends of the east and north walls of the sanctuary. 

The first of the additions after the Fa~imid Dynasty was the Taybarsïya Madrasa which 
stands to the right of Bab al-Muzaiyinïn entrance, in al-Azhar square; this madrasa was built by • 
the Amïr 'Ala' ad-Dïn al-Khazindarï, commander of the armies, in 709 H. (1309). An impor
tant feature of this madrasa is its marble mi~rab which may be regarded as one of the most 
beautiful, on account of its good proportions, fine craftsmanship, the harmony of its polychrome 
ornarnent, and the gilded fusayjisii which decorates the two spandrels. The next addition was 
the Aqbughawïya madrasa, opposite the 'faybarsiya and to the left of the entrance mentioned above. 
This was built by Amïr Aqbugha (Abd al-Wa~d, Ustadar to Sultan an-Na~ir Mu~ammad ibn 

Qala' ün, in 7 4 o H. ( 1 3 3 9) . 

It is famous for its beautiful entrance and marble mi~râb, which is 1n no way less splendid 

than its fellow in the Taybarsïya Madrasa. 

About 844 H. (1441), Gohar al-Qunüqbayï built the Gohariya Madrasa, agatnst the north 



side of the sanctuary. It had two entrances, one from the mosque, and the other from outside. 
In this madrasa, the Amïr constructed a dome over his tomb. This madrasa, although small in 
size, is remarkable for its high artistic qualities. 

In 873 H. (1468/69), Sultan Qayt-Bay rebuilt the main entrance which stands between the 
'faybarsïya and Aqbughawïya Madrasas and leads into the !a~n, and constructed the minaret which 
stands to the right of it. These two edifices~ like other works of Qayt-Bay, are very richly decorated. 
Qayt-Bây's extensions included a riwàq for the Maghrabys, and lavatories. 

In 920 H. ( 15 14), Sultan Qan~üh al-Ghürï erected a tall minaret with two heads, next to 
that of Qayt-Bay. A feature for which this minaret is remarkable is that it has .two separate staircases 
starting at the first storey, so that if two persons ascend the two staircases at one time, they do 
not see each other un til they meet on the landing of the upper storey. 

The most important extensions added to this mosque, however, were those carried out by 
the Amïr tAbd ar-Ra4man Katkhuda who, in 1167 H. (1753/4), constructed: 

1- The large riwaq behind the old mi~rab, the floor and roof level of which were higher than 
those of the older part ; 

2- A marble-lined mi~rab and a wooden minbar next to it; 

3- The Bàb a~-$acaida entrance, at the end of the southern wall, which leads into a maktab 
for the study of the ~r'ân; 

4- A minaret, to the right of the last entrance; 

5- A dome over his tomb and, (6) the Bab ash-Shurba, with a minaret next to it. 

The Amïr also renewed the façade of the Taybarsïya Madrasa, and linked it together with 
the Aqbughawïya Madrasa by constructing a double entrance, known as Bâb al-Muzayinïn; this 

overlooks al-Azhar square. 

About I 2 1 o H. ( I 7 9 5), al-W ili Ibrahim Bey constructed a riwiiq for ash -Sharaqwa students ; 
Mul).ammad tAlï Pasha al-Kabir built another for as-Sinnariya students; the Khedive Ismi('ïl ordered 
the demolition and rebuilding of Bab a~-~acaida and the maktab, and restored the Aqbughawïya 
Madrasa; the Khedive Tawfiq rebuilt the riwaq which had been added by cAbd ar-Ral).mân Katkhuda. 

W orks of restoration had been going on almost continuously in this mosque until 13 1 o H. 
(1892/93), when the Diwan al-Awqaf renewed ail the arches round the !a~n. In 1312 H. 
( 1 894/95), the Khedive ~Abbas II built the tAbbasï riwaq, renewed the north façade of the mosque 

and the wooden screen round the !a~n. 

Finally the marble flooring of the sanctuary and the magnificient carpets which cover it were 

furnished as a gracious gift by H.M. King Farouk 1. 

Plates Nos. IO-I3,53,59,60,I23,163 & 164 
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THE MOSQ_UE OF AL-I:JAKIM 

380-fOJ H. (990-1013) 

- - -

T HE FA'fiMID KHALIF AL-'AZIZ BILLAH began the construction of this masque in 

380 H. (990). His son al-J:Iâkim Bi'amrillah, the third Façimid Khalif of Egypt, comp-
. leted it in 403 H. ( 1 or 3); the masque being named after him. This, the second Fa~imid masque 

in Cairo, was situated outside the old walls of the city, un til Badr al-Gan1ili brought it within 

by constructing the north wall (extending from Bab an-Nasr to Bab al-FutÜI).), in contact with 

its northern façade. 

ln the year 702 H. ( 1 302/3), as a result of an earthquake, the tops of the two minarets of 

the masque feil clown, and the whole structure cracked. ln 703 H. (1304), Baybars al-Gashankïr, 
by arder of an-Na~ir Mu~ammad ibn Qala.lün, restored the two minarets and the fallen arches. 
Traces of this restoration can still be observed in the present tops of the two minarets and in 

sorne of the sanctuary arches, w hi ch differ from the original on es for they are of horse-shoe form, 
while the others are pointed. Evidence of this restoration can also be noticed in the pierced 

stucco windows in the drum of the dame over the 1ni~rab, and in an historical inscription over 

the main entrance, recording this restoration and dated 703 H. ( 1 304). 

Ever since that event, history does not record any serious restorations having been executed 

tn this masque. What ren1ains of tt, however, ena bles us to realize its original dignity and 

majesty. 

Many original parts of the sanctuary have been preserved such as the transept with its arches 
and piers, the dame over the mi~rab and sorne arches to right and left of the transept. Parts of 

the decoration, which have survived ali those centuries, can still be seen in the bands of Küfic, 

executed in stucco, below the ceiling and the square base of the dome, as weil as in the stucco 

windows, pierced with beautiful ornaments and Küfic inscriptions with geometrical designs penetrating 
then1. Original also are the carved wooden tie-beams of the arches under the dome. 

lt is possible to reconstruct the masque in its original form with the aid of the parts stiJl 

standing. It bears a great resen1blance to masques which preceded it, for it has an open !a~11 

surrounded by four covered riwaqs. The sanctuary is :five aisles deep; its arches are supported by 

rectangular piers with engaged brick columns at the corners. Each of the two lateral riwàqs is 
three aisles deep while the back one is two only. A transept runs through the middle of the 
sanctuary, from the ~a~11 to the mi~rab. At the t'wo back corners of the sanctuary were two 
do mes; the drum of the southern one has been restored while nothing but a small part of the 
other remains. Of the original tni/y-ra6, nothing remains except the recess. The marble lining 
which \vas prepared under the auspices of as-Sai y id .tU mar Makram in 1223 H. ( 1 8o8/9), when 
part of the sanctuary was used as a zawiya for prayers, was transferred by the Departn1ent for the 
Preservation of Arab Monuments as a lining to another mi~rab which the Department has made 
in the qi6la wall, to the right of the original one. The Department have, in the meantime, pulled 
clown the stone doorway of this zawiya and rebuilt it in the !a~n. 

The Masque of al-J:Iakim measures nearly r 20 m. in width and 1 13 m. in depth, internally. 
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lt has several entrances besicles the main one tn the middle of the west façade; the most im
portant of these are two to the left and two to the right of the main entrance and one in the 
centre of the north· and south façades. The ziyada which it once had, next to its south façade, 

1s now occupied by later buildings. 

As regards building material, this mosque bears a great resemblance to the Masque of Ibn 1'ülün. 
Brick was used in both masques, except that the outer walls of al-J:Iakim' s are built of partly 
dressed stone (talatat). This similarity may be observed in the shape of the piers which support 
the arches, and in the style of the Küfic inscriptions of the frieze below the ceiling, which how

ever are carved on wood, whereas in the Masque of al-J:Iakim, they are carved on stucco. As 
regards the transept which divides the sanctuary, and the dame in front of the mi~ra6, we can 
find a similar arrangement in al-Azhar masque. The two dornes at the back corners of the 
sanctuary again recall those which once existed in al-Azhar. 

An architectural feature which distinguishes the west façade, is the stone salient which pro
jects centrally from it, forming the monumental entrance of the masque. We have not come 
across su ch a feature, prior to this, except in the Mosque of al-Mahdïya which was built at the 

beginning of the fourth cent. H. (beginning of tenth cent. À..D.), and later on in the masque of 

a~-~ahir Baybars al-Bunduqdarï. 

At the north and south ends of this façade, stand two salient towers, each formed of two 
hollow cubes, one above the other. The lower cubes are of the same period as the masque 

while the upper are the work of Baybars al-Gashankïr. lnside the northern tower is a circular minaret 
while in the southern is a square one with an octagonal top. These two minarets are built of 
stone and are so hidden within the towers that only the tops, added later, can be seen from without. 

The shafts of the minarets and the monumental entrance are decorated with ornaments and 
Küfic inscriptions engraved in stone, while the lower part · of the southern salient is decorated with 

a band of Küfic inscription engraved on marble. The quality of the design and execution of the 

inscription demonstrates the great progress achieved, and the perfection attained during the reign 

of al-Hakim. Plates Nos. 14-1 7 
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THE MOSQ!JE OF AL-GUYUSHI . 

478 H. ( 1o8 5) 

T HIS MOSQYE stands on the edge of the Muqat~am and overlooks the Citadel of ~ala4 

ad-Dïn. It is the first landmark to be seen, when one looks towards the east of Cairo. It 

· was built by the Fa~imid Wazïr Badr al-Gamàlï, Amir al-Guyüsh, in 478 H. (1085) It is a small 
mosque, but of architectural importance. lts minaret is one of the oldest existing in Egypt. It 
rises from the roof of the mosque, exactly over the entrance. It begins as a square shaft with 
a cornice of two tiers of stalactites at the summit. On this is set a cube, and then an octagon, 

covered by a dome. The stalactites at the top of the shaft are the oldest example of this form 
of ornament in Egypt. 

The plan of this masque is unlike any other in Cairo. One enters through a doorway in 
the centre of the west façade, into a vestibule, flanked to the right by the staircase which leads 

up to the minaret, and to the left by a cross-vaulted room; this vestibule leads to an open 
fa~n. On either side of the latter is a tunnel-vaulted room, and opposite, is a triple-arched façade 
consisting of a wide pointed arch, resting on two pairs of marble columns, with two narrow ones 
flanking it. This triple-arched façade opens into the sanctuary, which consists of a transverse aisle 

covered by three cross-vaults, on the other side of which are three arches, the centralleading into 

a square covered by a dame on an octagonal drum supported by means of squinches at the four 
corners of the square. A band of inscription in decorated Küfic runs round the summit of the 
square. At the apex of the don1e is a ~erse from the Qur'an, written in Kühc in a circle, in the 

centre of which are the names of Mul,lammad and Ali alternating and repeated. The two 
flanking arches lead into two cross-vaulted extensions to right and left. 

ln this masque is one of the finest stucco mii}rabs in Egypt. There are two bands of in
scriptions in decorated Küfic, which form inner and outer borders for the beautiful decoration 
which fills the spandrels of the arch. The whole was crowned by the band of pierced ornament, 
a few traces of which still remain. Plates Nos. 1 8 - 20 
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AL-AQMAR MOSQUE 

5 19 H. ( I I 2 5) 

T HIS MOSQYE was built by al-Âmir Bi-al).kam-illah, seventh Fatimid Khalif of Egypt, in 

5 19 H. ( 1 1 2 5). Its plan, not u nlik e previous ones, consists of an open !a~n, 1 o m. sq., 
surrounded by four riwaqs, the largest being the sanctuary. The ~a~n has four square piers at 
the corners. The arches, which are supported on marble columns, are of the keel type which 
did not appear in Egypt until the latter part of the Fa~imid period, and was first seen in the 
dame of Shaykh Yünis, attributed to Badr al-Gamili. A beautiful band of Küfic runs round 
each arch. The spandrels are decorated with shallow saucers composed of eight ribs radiating 
from a central medallion. The four riwaqs are roofed with shallow dornes ; the back aisle, 
however, has a Rat wooden ceiling. 

The tnin6ar and the minaret were among the parts restored by Y albugha as-Salamï, during 
the reign of Sultan ~-~ahir Barqüq, in 799 H. ( 1 396/97). A da ting inscription to this effect 
is fixed over the 1nil;rab. The mùzbar still retains its Fa~imid ornament, which may be observed 
on the entrance arch and at the back of the · speaker's seat. Other Fa~imid ornament may be 
observed in sorne panels in the built-in cupboards and the lining of the door soffits. 

The chief glory of this masque lies in its façade which presents an ambitious architectural 
scheme, of good proportions, with a great variety of ornament. The architect had to take into 

considera tio~ the direction of the qibla, when designing the interior of the masque, wliereas 
the façade follows the alignment of the street., so it is not parallel to the qibla wall. The space 
which might otherwise have been wasted was oc cu pied by the vestibule, the staircase and two 
rooms opening into the interior. This treatment, conforming to the street alignment externally 
and to the correct qib!a direction internally, was introduced for the first time in this masque; it 

was later on invariably applied in the design of ail the madrasas of the Mamlük period. 

The only part of the façade that is exposed consists of the entrance and the left wing, the 
right wing being hidden by a later house. The entrance, slightly set forward, is in the centre 

of the façade. The entrance door-way has a fine joggled lintel and is coverd by a beautiful 
fluted hood : the first .Butes run horizontally right across, while the rest radiate from the medallion ; 
which occupies the back of the hood. The centre of this medallion is decorated with the two 
words Mul}.ammad and Alï in Küfic, pierced right through the stone; then cornes a circle of 
arabesque and another of pierced Küfic, and finally a band decorated with interlacing scrolls. 
The work of engra ving and piercing shows skill and perfection. The niches on either si de of the 
entrance are each crowned \Vith four tiers of stalactites; set back within these, are two smaller 
ones, each having a small :Ruted semi-dome. Above these two niches are two smaller ones, each 
having a fluted hood, supported by two engaged columns. 

The stalactites present the first introduction of this element 1nto the design of a façade. lt 
ts one of the main features of Muslim architecture. 

The left wing is relieved by a slightly recessed panel, coverd by a very shallow fluted hood, 



similar to that over the main entrance. On both sides are two lozenge panels and above each 
is another panel; ali these are decorated in various designs. Three bands of decorative Küfic run 
across the façade. The first, at the summit, contains the name of al-Amir Bi-al_lkam-illah and 
next to it is the name of his Wazïr al-Ma'mün al-Ba~a'ijp, together with his titles, and the date 
of foundation. The second runs at the springing of the entrance arch; this too con tains the names 
of al-Ma'mün and his titles and the date of foundation. This fashion, the combination between 
the names and titles of the Khalif and the Wazïr, shows what influence the Ministers of State 
had attained towards the end of the Fa~itnid period. The third band runs at the level of the 
door lintel and only contains verses from the ~r'an. Plates Nos. 22 &23 
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THE MASHHAD (Mausoleum) OF AS-SAIYIDA RUQAIYA 

527H. (1133) 

ONE OF THE SACRED SHRINES OF EGYPT is the Mashhad (mausoleum) of as-Saiyida 
Ruqaiya, daughter of (Ali ibn Abï Tilib. It was built in 527 H. (1133), during the reign 

· of al-J:Iafi~ li-dïn illâh, the eighth Fa~imid Khalif of Egypt. Ali that remains of it is the eastern 
twan . This is composed of a porch, the arches of which are supported on pairs of marble 
columns, with a door at the back leading into a square domed bay in front of the mi~ra!J. The 
dome is ribbed, and is supported on an octagonal drum. This bay is flanked to right and left 
by small extensions, with a mi~rab in each. 

The ribbed dome appears in Egypt, for the first time, over the shrine of as-Saiyida (Atika, at 
the beginning of the VI cent. H. (XII cent. A. n.), and later on in ash-Shabïhï and as~Saiyida Ruqaiya 
The drum rests on four pendentives, each consisting of three niches surmounted by one, i.e. similar 
to those at al-Ga(farï, tAtika and Shaykh Yünis, outside Bâb an-Na~r. The last dome may have 
been built by Ba dr al-Gamalï about 4 8o H. ( 1 oS 7) ; bence it should be regarded as the first step 
in the evolution of stalactite pendentives, which took the place of the single niche ( squinch) 
employed in the Masques of al-I:Iakim and al-Guyüshï. The development of this element was 
a marked feature of the Mamlük period when stalactite pendentives of various forms and many 
tiers are employed. 

The chief glory of this shrine is its principal mi~ra!J which is one of the greatest master
pieces of stucco decoration. It is a niche, covered by a shell-like hood, the ribs of which radiate 
from a medaillon, decorated in the centre with the name of tAlï surrounded with the name of 
Muhammad severa! times repeated. The ribs end at the edge of the arch with motifs recalling 
stalactites. The spandrels are decorated with beautiful ornament; above them runs a band of in
scription in decorated K üfic., with its surface curved forward. Crowning the w hole is a band of 
interlaced ornament. 

In the centre of the shrine, and in front of the mil;rab, is a wooden cenotaph carved with 
beautiful designs and inscriptions in decorated Küfic, which stand out in relief, comprising verses 
from the Qur'àn and the date of its construction, i.e. 533 H. (1138/39). This Mashhad was 
provided, about 549-55 H. (1154-6o), with a portable wooden mi~rab, rich with ornaments and 
inscriptions of great beauty. This ~tu'/trab is at present preserved at the Museum of Arab Art, 
together with two other wooden mi~rabs, one of which was constructed about 533-41 H. (1137-
45) for the Mashhad of as-Saiyida Naflsa, and the other by order of al-Amir Bi-al;Ikam-illah in 519 
H. (1 125), for al-Azhar mosque. Plates Nos. 24&25 
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THE MASHHAD OF SAIYIDNA AL-HUSAYN . 
549 H. ( 1 1 54/SS) 

T HE MASHHAD OF SAIYIDNA AL-I:JUSAYN was built in 549 H. (1154/55) to receive 

the head of l:fusayn ibn tAli ibn Abï 'filib. Nothing remains of it except the entrance 
doorway, known as al-Bab al-Akh~, which stands in the east part of the south façade of the masque. 

The minaret which surmounts this entrance was built in 634 H. (123 7), in the last days of the 
Aiyübids, according to the foundation inscription at its base. The only part that has remained 

of this minaret is its square shaft which is covered with beautiful stucco ornament. The Amïr 

'Abd ar-R~man Katkhuda restored the upper part of this minaret, as weil as the mashhad and 

the dome of the mausoleum in 1175 H. (1761/62). The interior of the dome was decorated 
and gilded, while the mi~riib was given a coloured marble dado. 

When the Khedive Ismâ'ïl came into power in 1279 H. (1863), he ordered its restoration 

and extension. Work was begun in 1280 H. (1864) and completed in 1290 H. (1873). The 

new minaret, however, was only completed in 1 2 9 5 H. ( 1 8 7 8). 

The masque consists of flve arcades, supported by marble columns. The mi(lrab, which 
was constructed in 1 3 o 3 H. ( 1 8 8 6), is in polychrome mar ble mosaic, instead of mar ble. At the 
side of the mi(lrab is a wooden minbar, next to which are two doorways leading to the mausoleum, 

also a third leading to a cham ber that was built in 1 3 1 1 H. ( 1 8 9 3), to receive sorne relies of 

Muhammad. 

The mosque is built in stone, in Gothie style. The minaret which stands at the south west 
corner is in Ottoman style, i.e. a cylindrical shaft of two stories, ending in a cone. The masque 

has three entrances in the west façade, one in the south, and another in the north, ali leading into 
a !a/111 with a place for ablution. The cenotaph was found in a room under the floor of the 
mausoleum. It \Vas reached through two small openings in the floor. lt was first observed and 

mentioned by the late as-Saiyid Mal}.müd al-Biblawï, Shaykh (vicar) of the masque, who com
mented on it in his book "at-Ta'rïkh al-I:Iusaynï", in 1321 H. (1903). No archeologists had 
seen or examined this cenotaph until 1939, when H. M. King Farouk ordered the restoration of 
the floor of the mausoleum, and the paving of it with marble. This provided an opportunity for 
the Department for the Preservation of Arab Monuments to make certain that the cenotaph was 

there. When found and examined, it proved to be a marvellous work of art, worthy of restoration 

and preservation. The Department took it away, repaired it and removed it to the Museum of 

Arab Art, where it has taken its proper place among the exhibits. 

The cenotaph has three sides. lt is made of teak, imported from the East Indies. lts face 

and two sides are divided into rectangles, surrounded and separated from. each other by borders, 
carved with inscriptions in decorated K üfic and N askhï. These rectangles are decorated with 
delicate floral ornaments of various kinds. Sorne of these panels are surrounded with bands of in
scriptions su ch as, u May Gad send vi ct ory and speedy success" and "May God rule", etc. Ali 

the inscriptions which are carved on the sides of this cenotaph are verses from the ~r'àn. They 
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do not include any statement as to the date of its construcion or the name of the personage who 
ordered it. The character of the ornament and its style, the technique of the inscriptions, the com
bination of Küfic and Naskhï, together with its sirnilarity to the cenotaph of the Imam ash-Shafitï, 
which was constructed in 57 4 H. ( 1 17 8), all this indicates that it was constructed in the 
Aiyübid period. It is probable that Sultan $alal). ad-Dïn al-Aiyübï was the one who ordered it. 
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THE MOSQ!JE OF A$-$ÂLIJ::I T ALÂY 
55 5 H. ( 1 1 6o) 

T HIS . MOS~E, whic~ .~tan~s just. outside the Bàb _ ~u~ayla, ~as built by .a~-~i~ 'falii'i' ibn 
Ruzetk, Wazrr of al-Fatz Bt-na~r-illah,the tenth Fa~1m1d KhahfofEgypt, tn 555 H. (116o). 

The interior does not differ from that of previous mosques. It has an open fa~n, surrounded by • 
four roofed riwaqs, the largest, which is three aisles deep, being the sanctuary. The other three 
riwaqs are each one aisle deep. Ali the arches in this mosque are of the keel shape, built of 
bricks, and supported by marble columns. The four external walls are built of stone, faced 
internally with bricks, a unique feature. 

A band of inscription in decorated Küfic runs round the edge of the sanctuary arches. The 
spandrels of these arches are decorated with a series of lobed medallions in stucco, surrounded 
with decorated borders. Over the arches are square windows of pierced stucco. The pulvins, 
below the springing of the arches, as weil as the tie-beams are carved with ornament. 

The ornament of the upper part of the qibla wall consist of a series of stucco windows, 
pierced with delicate designs, with coloured glass. A band of Küfic inscription runs round each 
window. The mibra6, in the middle of the wall is quite simple and the hood is lined with 
painted wood. Next to the mi~riib is a wooden minbar of fine workmanship, with an inscrip
tion over its door, attributing it to the Amïr Bakhtïmiir al-Gukandar, 699 H. ( 1299/300). lt 
was this Amïr who repaired the mosque during the reign of an-Nasir Muhammad ibn Qala~Ün. 
This is the fourth minbar in Egypt, in order of date. 

The masque has three entrances, one in the centre of the north, west and south façades. 
The north and south entrances are set in a recess in a slightly projecting salient. This recess is 
covered by a keel-arch, the voussoirs of which radiate from a window immediately above the 
entrance. These two façades are panelled, each panel having a pointed keel-arch. This scheme 
of panelling appears for the first time in this mosque, and was later copied in the ~ali}:lïya 

Ma~rasa, the Mausoleum of a~-~ali~ Negm ad-Dïn and the Mamlük masques which followed. 

The third entrance is in the west façade. 1 t has a lin tel \vith joggled voussoirs, with a 
relieving arch above. lt once had a double wooden door, panelled on the inner side and carved 
with beautiful Façimid ornament. The outer face is plated with copper in panels, pierced \\lith 

Mamlük patterns; it is now kept in the Museum of Arab Art, and the present door of the. 

mosque is an exact copy of it. 

This main entrance is under a riwaq of five keel arches, supported by marble columns. This 
riwaq, together with the room at either end, form the west façade of the masque, the composition 
of which is unique. The façades of the two flanking chambers are decorated with two recessed 
panels, each having a fluted she~-1ike hood. The flutes radiate from a round medallion, deco
rated with star polygons. There are remains of two bands of Küfic inscription on the west and 
north façades, giving the names of al-Fâ'iz Bi-na~r-illah and his Wazïr a~-~ali~ Tala'it, together 
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with his titles, and the date of foundation, 555 H. 

Its original minaret, which once stood over the main entrance, feil long ago and was 
replaced by another which also feil about 1920. 

This is one of the so-called "suspended" mosques, which were built weil above the street 
level, so as to provide a place for shops underneath. 

This rn osque had, un til recently, been in a terrible state of ru1n, but the Department for 
the Preservation of Arab ~1onuments has thoroughly restored it. 

Plates Nos. 2 8-3 1 
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MAUSOLEUM AND MOSQ_UE OF THE IMÂM ASH-SHÂFI(Ï 

6o8 H. ( 121 1) 

H E IS THE IMÂ.M ABÛ ~ABDALLAH MU~AMMAD IBN IDRÏS ASH-SHÂFI~Ï, whose 

relationship to the Prophet, on his father' s side, goes back to the latter' s grand-father, ~Abd 
Manaf. He was born at Ghazza in 150 H. ( 767), and in his youth attended the lectures of the 
Imam Malik at Madïna. La ter on, he completed his studies and researches independently. He 
was a great theologian and his system of theology, w hi ch was named after him, attracted a great 
number of Muslims. ln his later days, he came to Egypt, where he died in 204 H. (819). 

The number of religious buildings which the Aiyübid Sultans have left us is fairly small, the 
Mausoleum of the Imam ash-Shafi'ï being the oldest of them ali. It was founded by Sultan al-Malik 
al-Kamil in 6o8 H. ( 121 1). In this mausoleum are the remains of the Imam ash-Shafifï, Queen 
Shamsa, wife of ~ala4 ad-Dïn al-Aiyübï, al-~Azïz fUthman, son of ~ala4 ad-Dïn, and the mother 
of al-Kamil, who died in 6o8 H. ( 121 1). 

The mausoleum measures 15 x 15 m. internally. In its eastern wall are three mi4rabs, panelled. 
with coloured marble. The hoods are lined with painted wood. A small additional mi~rab was 
installed in one corner to correct the direction of the qibla. Ali round the interior runs a dado 
of coloured marble, with three marble slabs bearing inscriptions, two of which record the restoration 
of the mausoleum by Qayt-Ba.y in 88 5 H. ( 1480), and the third, the restoration of al-Ghürï. 
This dado is surmounted by a wooden frieze, deeply carved with beautiful ornament. Above that, 
the walls were painted and gilded by ~Ali Bey al-Kabîr in 1186 H. (1772). Above that again, 
runs a wooden &ieze, with Küfic inscriptions and floral ornament. In this band, project eight 
wooden brackets, richly carved with Kiific inscriptions. These brackets support eight highly 
decorated beams, forming an octagon from which to hang lamps. The pendentives below the dome 
are each composed of three tiers of decorated stalactites, alternating with windows of pierced stucco, 
decorated with coloured glass. 

In the centre of the mausoleum is a cenotaph placed over the tomb of the Imam ash-Shafi fï. 
It is made of wood, deeply carved with fine ornament and beautiful inscriptions in Kiific and 
Naskhï, including verses &om the QEr'an and the date of construction, 57 4 H., as well as the 
name of the craftsman who made it. To the south of this cenotaph is another, by no means less 
important, decorated with beautiful ornament and Naskhï inscriptions mentioning al-Kimil's mother 

and the date of her death, 6o8 H. 

These two cenotaphs, together with that found at the Mashhad of }:Iusayn, mentioned above, 
may be regarded as the finest and most beautiful of ali Muslim wood work. 

The mausoleum is accessible through a wooden door in its north-eastern wall. lt consists 
of two halves, carved with fine designs and inscriptions, including verses of poetry and the date 
of construction, 6o8 H. This date is again inscribed on the exterior on the wooden lintel of the 
west window. The ceüing of the window recess is decorated with coffers, surrounded by geo
metrical designs ; this type of decoration is the first of its kind in Egypt. 
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The walls are divided externally into two storeys. The lower storey is nearly eleven metres 
high, with a toms moulding running ail round. In the middle of each façade, above this band, 
is an arched window with two arched recesses on each side. This storey is crowned by a parapet, 
decorated with a geometrical interlacing pattern. The upper storey is set back on the first, so that 
there is a passage nearly 70 cm. wide ali round, behind the parapet mentioned above. The façades 
of this storey are decorated with keel-arched recesses, with decorated circles and lozenges in the 

spandrels. Above, runs a frieze of geometrical ornament and a stepped decorated cresting. 

The dome is made of wood, covered with sheets of lead. At the summit of the dome is 

a bronze boat with a crescent su pported on it. 

When the ~ali~ïya Madrasa, constructed next to the Mausoleum of the Imâm ash-Shafitï hy 
$ali~ ad-Dïn, was ruined, the Aniir tAbd ar-Ra}:lman Katkhuda built a mosque on its site, in 1 176 H. 

( 1 762/3). When this mosque collapsed, the Khedive Tawflq ordered its rebuilding and enlargement. 

This work was completed in 1309 H. ( 1891/92). The style adopted was that of contemporary 
mosques. This is the masque which we now see alongside the mausoleum. 

Plates Nos. 32-34,182 & 183 
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- -
THE MOSQ.UE OF SULTAN A~-~ALI~ NEGM AD-DIN 

- -
(THE ~ALIIJIYA MADRASA) 

641 H. ( 1 243/44) 

T HIS MADRASA was built by a~-$ali1J. Negm ad-Dïn Aiyüb, seventh Aiyühid Sultan of 

Egypt. It was built on part of the site of the eastern Fâ~imid palace, and was completed 
in 641 H. (1243/44). It consisted of two blocks divided by a street. Ali traces of the southern 
block have disappeared, except the façade, and its site is now occupied by later buildings. Of 
the northern block, the western iwân, covered with a tunnel-vault, is still intact. 

Each of the two blacks had two iwans facing each other, one to the east and the other to 
the west, and a row of cells on each side. The two blocks were separated by a street, at the 
west end of which was the archway. This archway is in the centre of the façade, and above 
it is the minaret. This façade still retains its architectural details ; on both sides of the entrance, 

one observes a series of shallow panels, in the lower part of which are windows with a fine variety 
of joggled lintels, with relieving arches of various forms. The appearance of windows, at such a 

low level, is seen for the first time in this mosque. Formerly, they were in the upper part of 
the façade, as may be observed in the masques of 'Amr, Ibn 'fülün, etc. Most of the decoration 
of the entrance is derived from the façades of al-Aqmar mosque and a~-~ali~ Tala'i c. The 
foundation date, 641 H. (1243/44), is inscribed in the middle of an arched pand above the archway. 

The minaret, which rises over the archway, begins as a square shaft and later on becomes 
octagonal. The sides of this octagon are decorated with little panels with shell-like hoods and 
multifoil arched openings. 

The octagonal part is crowned with a ribbed dome, the lower part of which is again decorated 
with multifoil openings, on top of which are stalactites. This minaret is typical of most of those 
which were built about the end of the seventh and beginning of the eighth centuries H. (XIII
XIV A.n.). 

A great development took place in minaret design after this, which culminated in the Ma-

mlük period. Plate No. 35 
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THE MAUSOLEUM OF SULTAN AS-SÂLIH NEGM AD-DÏN . 

T HIS MAUSOLEUM is in contact with the northern end of a~-~iliJ:tya Madrasa, opposite 

the Madrasa of al-Man~ür Qala'ün. lt was built in 647 H. (125o), hy order of Queen 
Shagaret ad-Durr, as a mausoleum for her husband al-Malik a~-~alî1). Negro ad-Dïn Aiyüb. It 
has a simple treatment both internally and externally. Its façade, which projects beyond that of 
the madrasa, is divided into panels, and crowned with a serrated cresting. The dome rests 
on a zone of transition, with three windows in each of its four main sides. There are four more 
windows in the springing of the dome. 

A most important feature in this mausoleum is the marked development of the pendentives, 
which differ from Façimid ones, the number of tiers of stalactites being three instead of two. Another 
feature, is the application of gilt glass mosaic(fusayfisâ ), still existing, in the decoration of the 
mi/:trii!J hood, which occurs here for the hrst time in Egypt. Although gilt glass mosaic had previously 
been widely used as the principal decorative material in numerous Muslim monuments in the East, 
such as the Dome of the Rock, the Aq~a Mosque in Jerusalem and the great Umayyad Mosque 
in Damascus, y et its application in Egypt has been limited to a small number of mi~rabs. The 
woodwork of the mausoleum that has survived, comprises the following 

1- The door with its panels, engraved in fine relief, 
2- The window shutters and doors of the cupboards, 
3- The cenotaph, centrally placed, and engraved with ornament and beautiful Küfic inscriptions, 
4- A wooden band which ran round the four sides of the square base of the dome, and which 

has traces of verses from the Qur 'an. Plate No. 3 6 



THE MOSQ_UE OF SULTAN A~-z;AHIR BA YBARS 

66 s-67 H. c 1267-69) 

BA YBARS had been a Man1lük of the Amïr (Ala' ad-D1n Aydakïn al-Bunduqdarï. He was 

later transferred to the ownership of al-Malik a~-$ili~ Negm ad-Dü1, who noticed his sagacity 
and wit, and set him free. He was promoted to severa! high government posts, until by treachery 

and perfidy, he ascended the throne of Egypt in 6 58 H. ( 1260), with the title of al-Malik 

a~-~ahir. He was one of the greatest Sultans of the Ba~rite Mamlük dynasty. He was success

ful in his wars against the Crusaders and the Mongols and he brought the rebellious Syrian Princes 
to submission. After securing severa! victories and great territorial gains, he died in 6 7 6 H. ( 1 2 7 7). 
His military campaigns did not deter him from showing interest in architecture, and he left nu

merous edifices, religious and civil, one of the most important being his great masque at ~-~âhir 

Square, begun in 665 H. (1267) and completed in 667 H. (1269). 
(' 

This masque is one of the largest in Cairo for it measures 1 o 3 m. x 1 o6 m. N othing remains 
of it except the external walls and sorne of the sanctuary arches, as weil as a certain amount of 

ornament either in stucco or engraved in the stone. 

In plan, it is similar to previous n1osques. It has an open !a~n, surrounded by four riwâqs, 

the largest being the sanctuary. The arches around the fab1z and th ose of the third arcade, in 
the east rtwaq, were supported on rectangular piers; those on which the dame in front of the 

mi/:zra6 once stood are supported on square piers with columns at the corners, and the rest of the 
arches were supported on marble columns. Its dame was large and covered nine hays, unlike 

the dornes of previous masques which covered one bay only. 

The four façades are built of ashlar, with arched windows in the upper part of the walls, 

and stepped cresting on top of the parapet. This masque is remarkable on account of the salients 
at its four corners and the three entrances projecting from the façades. 1'he largest of these 

monumental entrances stands in the middle of the west façade, opposite the 1nibra6. This entrance, 
as weil as the other two in the north and south façades, are decorated with recesses with arched 

heads, or niches with stalactite hoods. Most of the elements of the decoration '"'·ere taken from 

the f:1.çades of the Masques of al-Aqmar and a~-~ili~ Tala'it, and the entrance of the $ali~ïya 

Ma dra sa. 

The minaret once stood in the middle of the west façade, over the main entrance. This 

tnosque, with the exception of a part of the sanctuary, where prayers are held, is now used as 

a public garden for children. Plate No. 37 
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MOSQ_UE-MADRASA-MAUSOLEUM OF 

SULTAN QALÂ~ ÛN 

683-684 H. (1284-85) 

QALÂ.~ÜN was one of the Turkish Mamlüks bought by the Amïr 'Alâ' ad-Din 

Aqsunqur. The Amïr bought him when a young man for .one thousand dinars, hence his 
nickname "Al-Alfi, (Alf = one thousand). 'Ali' ad-Dïn was succeeded by al-Malik a~-~ali~ 

Negm ad-Dïn Aiyüb. Qali~ün was called a~-~ï an-Negmï} after his new master. He became 
a prince and was promoted to the rank of Ata!Jel ai-'Asalir (Senior Prince), during the reign of 
al-Malik al- (Àdil Salamish, son of al-Malik ~-~ahir Baybars. He remained so until he ascended 
the throne after the dethronement of Salamish in 678 H. (1279). He· chose the title "al-Malik 
al-Man~ür". Soon after defeating the ruler of Damascus and annihilating the Tartars, he es
tablished order in Egypt and Syria. His rule lasted deven years ·and several months ; he died in 

689 H. (1290) and was buried in his own domed mausoleum described below. 

Des pite . the fact that rule was not hereditary in the Mamlük Kingdom; the choice of ruler 
depending on persona! qualities and military capacity, together with sound leadership . and innumerable 
followers and adherents, the dynasty of Qali~ün lasted for a long time. Muslim architecture, 
during this reign, fl.ourished grea tl y, and acquired a characteristic style. 

Wh en speaking of this Mosque-Madrasa we must mention the Mausoleum alongside, and the 
bimàristan (hospital). These three buildings forman architectural group of unparalld beauty. They 
were ail built by Sultan al-Malik al-Man~Ür Qala~ün, on part of the site of the smaller (western) -
Fa~imid Palace. Work was begun in Rabï' II, 683 H. (1284), and completed inGumadâ 1, 684 
H. (1285), i.e. it took fourteen months only. 

The main entrance of this wonderful group is in Shan' al-Mu'izz li-Dïn illah. The two 
halves of the door are covered with brass plates, engraved and pierced with beautiful ornament. 
This entrance leads into a long corridor which separates the mausoleum from the mosque-madrasa. 
At the end is a door that once opened into the biinaristan, of which little remains except a few 
of its once great and numerous halls. lt once contained many sections for the treatment of 
various diseases, and a dispensary was attached to it, f~r the preparation and distribution of medicine 
to the sick. A special section was reserved for lectures on medicine. Qala~un put this !Jiinâristan 
at the service of ho th rich and poor. According to historians, it was the pride of eastern civili
sation in the middle ages. 

The mausoleum is on the right hand side of the great corridor. lt has two entrances, one 
direct &om the corridor, the other &om a small [a/zn ; the windows above the latter entrance are 
enclosed in a beautiful stucco frame; another doorway opens direct from the corridor into the 
mausoleum. The central part is covered with a dome, supported on a ring of four piers and four 
granite columns wit~ gilded capitals, placed so that two columns alternate with two piers. The 

walls and pillars are lined with a coloured marble dado, decorated with elaborate designs inlayed. 
A band of gilded inscription runs along the top of this dado; it contains verses from the Qur'an, 
and the date of restoration, 1326 H. ( 1 908). The mihrab, with its fine marble craftsmanship 



and geometrical decoration, is one of the most beautiful in Egypt; it may even be the most 

beautiful of them ali. At the top of the walls are pierced stucco windows, with stained glass, in 
beautiful designs. The ceiling, a1l round the dame, is of two kinds; over the corner sections it 

consists of octagonal coffers with geometrical designs ; the rest is covered by a ceiling of round beams, 
decorated with polychrome ornament. The gilding of the restored sections of these ceilings has 
produced a wonderful effect. 

In the centre, under the dame, lies the tomb of al-Malik al-Man~ür Qala~Ün and his son 
an-Na~ir, with a cenotaph above, on which are inscribed the name of Sultan Qala)Ün and sorne 

verses from the Qur'an. The tomb is surrounded by a screen of turned wood made by an-Na~ir 
Mu~ammad, son of Qala~Ün. 

The Department for the Preservation of Arab Monuments restored this mausoleum in 13 2 1-

1 3 3 o H. ( 1 90 3-19 1 2). They repaired sorne of the masonry, the mar ble work and the ornaments. 
They also replaced aU missing ornament, renewed the stucco windows, restored the ceilings and 
built a dome above the tomb, similar to contemporary dornes. 

Opposite the two entrances of the mausoleum are two entrances that lead into the mosque

madrasa. The plan of this mosque-madrasa is of the madrasa type; it has two opposite ïwiùts, over

looking an open !a~n. The larger of these iwans is the sanctuary. lts façade is composed of 

three arches, supported on two marble columns. lt is .divided into a main aisle, separated from 

the two side aisles by means of two arcades, supported on marble columns. At the back is a 

mibrab that was once similar to that in the tomb; it has, however, lost sorne of its elements. lts 

hood and spandrels are decorated with gilt mosaics. Next to the mil;rab is a plain minbar that 

was made by order of the Amïr Azbak ibn 'fa~akh in 889 H. (1484). The opposite iwan had 
fallen into ruin and its features \Vere lost. The Department for the Preservation of Arab Monu

ments recently started to restore it. 

The façade of this edifice, which overlooks Shari( Bayn al-Qa~rayn, is quite original. lt is 
composed of two parts ; the northern, on the right hand side of the main entrance, forms the 
façade of the mausoleurn with its dome. At the end of this part stands a huge minaret, of three 
storeys, which was restored during the reign of an-Na~ir Mu~ammad ibn Qala~ün, in 703 H. 

(1303/4), after its top had fallen as a result of an earthquake in 702 H. (1302/3). The 
projecting southern part forms the façade of the madrasa. 

The whole façade is divided up into arched panels, the arches of which are supported on 
marble columns. In the centre of each panel are two windows; the upper have stucco grilles 
pierced with beautiful geometrical designs, while the lower ones have grilles of iron. A band of 
inscription, in Mamlük Naskhî, runs below the stucco windows, recording the name of the 
founder, his titles and the date of foundation. The façade is crowned with cresting, with 
arabesque designs engraved on its outer face. 

Next to the southern facade, and to the left of the entrance, is a small sabil that was built 
by Sultan an-Na~ir Mu~ammad, in commemmoration of his father Qala ~ün. 

This façade is continued to the north by those of the Mosque of an-Na~ir Mul).ammad and 
Barqiiq, forming a wonderful group, admirable for its beautiful treatment, magnificient dame 
and graceful minarets. Plates Nos. 3 8-44 
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THE MOSQYE AND MADRASA OF 
- -J-

AN-NASIR MUHAMMAD IBN QALA UN . . 

T HIS MOSQ_UE AND MADRASA stand between the Mausoleum of al-Malik al-Man~ür 
Qala.1ün and the Mosque of Barqüq. It was built by al-Malik al- tAdil Katbugha al-Man~ürï 

in 695 H. ( 1295), on his accession to the throne of Egypt after the dethronement of an-Na~ir 
Mu~ammad ibn Qalà;lün in 694 H. (1294). He laid its foundation and bad it partly built, up 
to the band of inscription on the façade. He was dethorned before its completion. After 

an-Na~ir Mu4ammad regained the throne in 698 H. (1299), he completed it in 703 H. (1304), 
and named it after himself. 

The plan of this masque and madrasa are of cruciform type. It has an open !abn, surrounded 
by four iwans. The only two iwans which still exist are those of the qibla and the one opposite 
to it. The remaining two iwans have been replaced by la ter buildings. 

Nothing remains of the decoration of the qi61a iwân except the mi/zrab, with its two 
beautiful marble columns and splendid hood decorated with raised and pierced stucco. This 
decoration together with that in the north-west twan, are magnificent examples of the mastery 
which this craft had achieved at this time. 

To the right of the corridor leading to the !a~n is the entrance to the mausoleum. The 
dome has disappeared but the zone of transition remains with its stalactite pendentives. 

The façade, which is built of stone, still retains most of its features. It is decorated with 

shallow recesses, with stalactite heads and three windows in the lower part. The windows have 
lintels and relieving arches, carved with ornament. Ail along the façade, runs a band of inscription 
in the name of an-Na~ir Mu4ammad, which has replaced that of Katbughâ, and the date on 
which work was begun. The façade is crowned with cresting. 

A most attractive feature is the Gothie doorway. It once belonged to a church in (Akka, 
until al-Ashraf Khalil ibn Qala,)ün conquered it in 690 H. (1291) and had the doorway transported 
to Cairo. lt was al-Malik al- 'À.dil Katbugha who had this doorway fitted into the masque, 

when the work was begun. 

On top of the entrance stands a minaret of three storeys. The first storey is square in plan, 
and covered externally with rich stucco decoration and an inscription; it has a stalactite cornice 

supporting the first gallery. The s.econd storey is octagonal; it ends with another stalactite cornice 

supporting the second gallery. The third and top storey are of later date. Plates Nos. 45&46 
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.. . - -
THE MOSQUE OF SALAR AND SANG AR AL-GA WLI 

703 H. (IJOJ/4) 

T HIS MOSQ_UE was constructed in 703 H. (1303/4) by the Amïr tAlam ad-Dïn Sangar 

al-Gawli, who was originally a Mamlük of one of a~-~ahir Ba ybars' Amïrs. After his 
mas ter' s dea th, he served in the hou se of Qala ~ ün, un til he became Amïr during the reign of 
an-Na~ir Mu~ammad ibn Qalajtün. 

The masque is situated at Macisïna Street and stands on a rocky cliff. A Bight of steps 
leads up to the main entrance which is about three metres above the level of the street. It leads 
to a vestibule, on the right side of which is a staircase leading up to a landing on which are two 
doors; one opens into the masque, which consists of a ~a~n and the qi!Jla iwan, the other 
gives access to a corridor with cross-vaults. On the right hand side of this corridor are two 
mausoleums, the first, which is the larger, has an inscription on its door lin tel, stating that it 
contains the body of the Amïr Sayf ad-Dïn Salar, Viceroy during the reign of al-Malik an-Na~ir 
Muf.tammad, and the date of construction, during the months of 703 H. The second and smaller 
mausoleum has a similar inscription over the door stating that it contains the body of the Amïr (Alam 
ad-Dïn Sangar al-Gawlï, and the date of construction. Both mausoleums are built of brick. At the 
end of the above rnentioned vaulted corridor is a small stone dame. In the opposite side of the 
corridor, facing the two dornes, are three arched openings, filled in with stone slabs, pierced with 
beautiful scrolls and decorated with fine designs. This type of stone grille is not to be met with 
except in the stone balustrades of certain minaret galleries. Behind this corridor is a wide space, 
in the eastern wall of which is a mi~ra!J and the remains of a band of inscription, including 
sorne verses from the Qur'an, in decorated Naskhï. Behind this wall are sorne ruined cells, with 
rooms above, communicating with those overlooking the !alfn of the masque. A corridor on the 
eastern side of these cells ends at a door by which the masque is entered from the district of 
Qarat al- Kabsh. 

The importance of this masque is confined to its façade. With its beautiful minaret and the 
two dornes alongside, it is considered a unique exarnple among the masque façades of Cairo. It 
is decorated with two groups of recesses, crowned with stalactites ; in the lower part of each is a 
window with a decorated lintel. The main entrance façade is at the left end of the set back in a recess 
coverd with stalactites in three tiers. A parapet of stepped cresting runs along the top of the façade. 

The minaret, which is placed to the right of the main entrance is composed of three storeys. 

The first is square; it is decorated, on its four sides, with windows of various formes, and at the top 

is a band of inscription, carved in the stone. A cornice, composed of three tiers of stalactites, 
supports the minaret gallery. The second storey is octagonal, and has eight openings, surmounted 
with keel-arched tops ; it is crowned wirh a huge cornice of stalactites in severa! tiers. The third 

storey is cylindrica] and also has eight openings. It ends with a cornice of stalactites and is covered 
with a ribbed dome. 

Next to the minaret are two similar ribbed dornes, the one nearest to it being slightly 
larger than the other. Below the ribs runs a band of inscription, including verses from the ~r'an. 
Below this is a row of small windows, pierced in the drum of the dame. 

44 
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THE MOSQUE OF 
- - -

SALAR AND SANG AR AL-GA WLI 

Façade of the Mosque 
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THE KHÂNQA 0~~ SULTAN BA YBARS AL-GÂSHANKÏR 

709 A. ( 13 1 o) 

- -

BAYBARS AL-GASHANKIR was one of the Mamlüks of al-Man~ür Qala"ün, who bought 
him when young man, raised him to the rank of Amïr and made him Gashankïr (Taster, i.e. 

responsible for the safety of food, before it was presented ta the king). He later became Ustadtir, 
during the reign of an-Na~ir Mu~ammad ibn Qala:~iin. He remained in this office until 708 H. 
(1309), when he assumed power on the dethronement of an-Na~ir Mul)ammad. He chose the 

title of "al-Malik al-Mu~a.Hàr" His reign did not last long for he was killed in 709 H. ( 1310). 

The masque is part of the Khanqa which Baybars began to build in 706 H. ( IJ06/7), before 
he assumed power, and completed in 709 H. (1309/10). His work included a dame over his 
tomb. Next to the Khanqâ, he built a large riba{, reached from within. He built this Khanqâ 
on part of the site of the government buildings ,vhich had been erected by the Fa~imid Wazir 
al-Afçlal Shahinshah. 

The entrance in Shari( al-Gamaliya leads into a vestibule with two doors on the left; one 
opens into a corridor that leads into the mausoleum, and the other into another corridor leading 
into the open !abn of the masque, which has an ïwan at each end. 1'he larger iwân, the 

. qibla one, is covered with a tunnel vault, with an open shaft on each side, for ventilation. The 
other ïwan is also covered with a vault, at the west end of which is another open shaft. The 

two sides of the fa~n are occupied by cells with rooms above, the windows of which face the 
sahn. ln the centre of each side is a tnu!allti (a place for prayer). 

The mausoleum is paved with black and white marble and there is a dada of coloured 

mar ble, surmounted with a wooden band of inscriptions ~onsisting of verses from the Qur 'an. 
There is a huge ~tti~rab, similar in size to that in QalaJün's mausoleum, although of less 
magnificence. The marble dada contains several built-in cupboards, sorne of which open into a 

passage in the wall, for ventilation and lighting purposes. The dome rests on pendentives com
posed of four tiers of stalactites, alternating with four groups of pierced stucco windows, 
decorated with coloured glass. The mausoleum is preceded on the west side, by a covered iwan, 
with a shukhshailha (sky-light) over the centre. The mausoleum is separated from the iwan, 
by a wooden screen of turned lattice work ( mashrabïya), above the door of which is an inscription, 
with the name of the founder and the date of the completion of the khânqa, 709 H. Although 
great care was taken in decora ting the dome internally, it was left quite plain and simple externally, 
thus resembling the dame of a~-$a1i~ Negm ad-Dïn. 

The façade is formed by the entrance and one side of the mausoleum. The entrance is 
covered with a semi-circular arch with cushion voussoirs, the doorway being set back in a recess, 
lined with white marble, and covered with a hood, at the two corners of which are five tiers of 
stalactites. The door is flanked with niches, surmounted by a band of Qur'anic inscription. lt is 

in two halves, plated vvith copper sheets of geometrical form, including panels, engraved and 
pierced with beautiful designs ; bands of inscriptions including the name of the founder run above 

and below. The inner side of the door is divided into panels, decorated with beautiful designs, 



carved in the wood. The projecting part of the façade, corresponding to the mausoleum, is 
divided into a large recess flanked by two smaller ones. The middle recess has four tiers of 

stalactites at the top, and a large brass grille at the bottom, which has replaced that said to have 
been transported to Egypt from the f Abbasid Khalif' s Palace in Baghdad, during the Façimid 
period. Ail along the façade, runs a band of inscription, carved in the stone, consisting of 
verses from the ~r'an and the name of the founder, without the title ((King", which was re

moved by order of an-Na~]r Mu~ammad on his recovering the throne, after the murder of Baybars. 
rrhe façade is crowned with stepped cresting. 

The minaret rises behind the entrance. It is of the type called ma6khara; adopted during the 

late VII and early VIII centuries H. The first storey of this minaret is square and ends with 
many tiers of stalactites supporting the gallery. The second storey is cylindrical and ends with 
a cornice of stalactites, The third storey is cylindrical also; it is covered with a ribbed dome which 
was once decorated with faïence, part of which \\-'as only lately discovered. 'fhis feature is the 

first example of a minaret top so decorated. Plates Nos. 49-52 
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THE MAlJSOLEUM OF BASAN SAI)AQA 

715 H. (IJIS) 

HIS MAUSOLEUM, which is in Sharif as-Suyüfiya, was part of the Sa'dïya Madrasa built 

by Shams ad-Dïn Sunqur as-Safdï, one of the Amïrs of Sultan an-Na§Îr Muhammad, in 

7 1 5 H. ( 1 3 1 5). It has been given Its present popular name because Shaykh Basan Sadaqa was 
also buried in it. 

Of this madrasa only the entrance, the mausoleum and the minaret rema1n. The entrance 
bay, which is placed at -the north end of the façade, has a stalactite hood of three tiers sur
mounted by a s1nall pointed semi-dome. The actual entrance has a joggled lintel, inlaid \vith red 
and white mar ble and enclosed in an arabesque fran1e. Above it is a windo\V, flanked on either 
side by three sn1all marble columns and surmounted by a stalactite hood. 

At the top of the façade, above the entrance, is sorne fine pierced stucco ornament, similar 
to that on the drum and substructure of the dome which forms such an outstanding feature of 

the monument. 

In the façade to the right of the entrance are two windows set in recesses with stalactite tops. 
The windows have joggled lintels, decorated with geometrical ornament, and relieving arches above. 

1"he mausoleum has two fine calligraphie friezes in stucco. One, half way up, runs ali 
round, rising in the centre of the qibla wall to frame the arch of the otherwise plain 1ni(triib. 

It is entirely Qur'anic except for the date 721, written in figures. The second band of inscription 
forms a &ieze which runs ail round in1mediately below the zone of transition. Under the dome 
is a cenotaph, with the name of the founder Sunqur as-Sat"dï and the date 715 H., and another 

belonging to I:Iasan Sadaqa from which the building has taken its popular name. 

The pendentives are composed of three tiers of stal~ctites each of five niches, the centre 

niche of the top row being pierced right through so as to form a win dow. Between the pen

dentives are tall windows of three lights each, sorne of which still have stucco grilles. 

Externally, these windows are set in frames formed by a pointed horse-shoe arch res ting on 

two columns decorated with very elaborate stucco ornament; each spandrel is occupied by a fine 

stucco medallion. The part which cornes behind the stalactite pendentives is chamfered off ex- • 
ternally in two stages, the upper one forming an octagon, which is also decorated with stucco 
1nedallions. Round the base of the dame is a magnificent band of stucco ornment, consisting of 
twenty-four keel-arched panels, eight of which frame windows; the rest are decorated with geo
metrical ornament, whereas the spandrels are filled with arabesque. The whole is surmounted by 

a calligraphie frieze. 

The n1inaret, which is placed to the left of the entrance, conforms to the style of the period. 
It consists of a square shaft, the sides of which are decorated with keel-arched recesses; it is 

sunnounted by the ren1ains of a wooden balcon y for the mu' adhdhin. Above this is an octagonal 

shaft with eight narrow openings set in recesses with fluted keel-arched heads. Then come two 

very elabora te stalactite cornices and a tall fluted cap. Plates Nos. 54& 55 
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THE MOSQ_UE OF THE AMIR ULMAS 

730 H. (IJJO) 

T HIS MOSQYE is situated in as-Suyüfiya Street. It was constructed in 730 H. (IJJo), by 

the Amïr Sayf ad-Dïn Ulmas, one of the Mamlüks of an-Na~ir Mu~ammad ibn Qala~ün. 

He remained in his master's service until he became one of his leading Amïrs. 

The plan of this masque consists of an open tabn, surrounded by four riwaqs, the largest 
being the qi6!a one. AU the arches rest on marble columns, and those round the !a~n have 

borders of stucco ornament. ln the middle of the qi6!a wall is a mibriib, lined with coloured 
marble. The mausoleum is placed in the north-western corner of the masque; an attractive feature 
ts its small mibra6, with its two beautiful columns and the remains of fine marble tracery. 

The entrance is in a deep recess in the middle of the main façade, with a horizontal stalactite 
ceiling, one of the few examples of this treatment. On bath sides are two shallow recesses, with 

beautiful stalactites. There are two more shallow panels in the façade, Ranking the main entrance, 

with two lower and two upper windows. These, and the two windows of the entrance recess, 
instead of having the usual stucco grilles, are filled with screens of pierced woodwork, a rare 
feature in Mamlük masques. 

The minaret, which is of later date, is placed to the right of the entrance, while the dome · 

ts at the left corner. Neither is worthy of notice. Plate No. 56 
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THE MOSQUE OF SUL TAN AN-NÂ$1R MLJ~Arvi~1AD 
. (AT THE CITADEL) 

735 H. (1335) 

HIS MOSQUE is situated within the Citadel, on the left as one approaches the Masque 

of Mul).ammad fAlï Pasha al-Kabïr. lt was built by al-Malik an-Na~ir Mubammad ibn 
Qala:)ün in 718 H. ( 131 8). Later on, wishing to enlarge !t, he pulled it clown and rebuilt it in 

735 H. (1335). Its measurements then becan1e 59 m. long and 53 m. wide, internally. It has 

an open ~al:ut surrounded by four riwiiqs, the qi61a riwiiq being four arcades deep while each of 
the other three riwaqs has two only. Ail the arches rest on n1arble columns of different sizes 
with varying capitals. There are arched opentngs in the spandrels, over the columns, to lighten 

the weight. 

The do me in front of the 11zibrab was built in 19 3 5 to replace the old one \v hi ch had fallen 

at sorne unknown date. It is supported over the square by large wooden stalactites at the corners. 
Below, runs a wooden frieze 'vith raised inscriptions of large size, with the name of an-Na~ir 

M ul).ammad and the date of foundation, 7 3 5 H. This do me is supported on loft y arcades and 
ten huge columns of red granite. 

The ceiling is of timber and is composed of octagonal coffers surrounded by geometrical 

designs, enclosing raised up bosses; the whole scheme is of remarkable richness. The ren1ains of 

the ceiling sho'v how magnificent it must once have looked. The Departn1ent for the Preserva
tion of Arab Monuments have lately renewed a great part of it. l'his type of ceiling, which first 

a ppeared on a smaller scale, in the Aiyübid period, spread in Egypt and Palestine du ring the reign 
of QalaJün and his successor an-Na~ir Mu~amn1ad. 

The remains of the mar ble decoration of the 1n ibrâ6. prove that it \Vas once lined with 
multi-coloured marble, decorated with fine ornament. Traces, still existing on the internai walls, 

show that there was once a beautiful n1arble dado more than hve metres high. The façades of 

the mosque are quite plain except for a row of arched windows h1gh up, which were once fllled 

with stucco grilles. 

The mosque has two entrances, one in the middle of the north-west façade, the other in the 

n1iddle of the north-east façade. 

It has two minarets, of which one is placed to the· right of the north-west entrance, and 

the second at the east end of the north façade. Masques 'vith two symmetrical minarets are 
scarce. The unusual style of these minarets, as well as the faïence decoration of their tops, are 

unlike anything built hitherto. 

By order of H. M. King Farouk 1, the Department for the Preservation of Arab Monuments 

have completely restored this mosque. They have paved the floors, con1pleted the ceilings and 

lined the sanctuary and 1ni(lriib with coloured marble, in beautiful designs. They have also 

constructed a fine wooden 1ninbar. The upper windows in the four façades of the mosque were 

also filled in with stucco grilles, pierced with geometrical designs. The mosque has thus regained 

its original appearance, and is once more ready for public prayers. Plates Nos. 57 & 58 
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THE MOSQYE OF AL-MARIDANI 

739-40 H. (Ijj8/9-40) 

T HIS MOSQ_UE is on the west side of at-Tabbana Street. It was built by Al~unbugha 

al-Maridanï, one of the Amïrs of an-Na~ir Mu}fammad ibn Qala:'ün who was also his 
son-in-law. He started its construction in 739 H. (1338/9) and finished it in 740 H. · (1340), 
under the supervision of the Mu ~allim ibn as-Suyiifi, chief architect to an-Na~ir Mul}.ammad. Its 
plan resembles that of the Masque of an-Na~ir in the Citadel, for it consists of an open !a~n, 
surrounded by four riwaqs, the qibla one having four rows of arches, whereas each of the other 
three has two only. In front of the mi~ra6 is a dome, supported on h.uge granite columns, with 
gilded capitals. At the corners of the square below the dome are wooden stalactites, decorated 
and gilded, with windows in bet\veen, made of pierced stucco, decorated with coloured glass. 
Above the dome arches runs a band of inscription, consisting of verses from the Qur'an. The 
walls of the r;ibla riwaq are lined with a dado of coloured marble with bands of fine tracery, 
inlaid with mother-of-pearl, and also a number of Küfic rectangles. 

The mi(trab is of coloured marble, inlaid with mother-of-pearl of the finest craftsmanship, 
which makes it one of the most beautiful 1nibrabs. To the right of it is a wooden minbar, 
w hich likewise is one of the fin est in Egypt, bath as regards carving and inlay work. 

The wooden ceiling is painted with geometrical designs beautifully coloured and gilded. Part 
of the ·ceiling of the qi!J!a riwaq has been renewed. Ali round the ceiling runs a frieze of ~r'anic 
inscriptions in white on a blue background, with gilded serails. 

The qi!Jia riwaq is separated from the rest of the masque by a wooden screen of mashrabiya 
work, beautifully carved and bordered at the top with a band of inscription, carved in the wood 
on bath sides. 

The façades of the ~abn are decorated, above the arches, with stucco ornament, in the form 
of circles and lozenges, and in the spandrels of the arches are keel-arched recesses, resting on 
engaged columns. These façades are crowned with stepped cresting, the face of which is decorated 
with stucco ornament. On top of the cresting, in the middle of each side and at each corner, 1s 
a cap surmounted with a cone of green faïence. 

The external façades of the mosque, as was usual at this time, are divided into shallow panels 
with stalactite hoods. There are two windows in each of these panels; the lower ones have 
lintels inlaid with marble, in the form of joggled voussoirs. The upper windows are filled with 
pierced stucco grilles, of geometrical design. Ail along the façades, and just below the ·top of the 
pands, runs a band of ~r' anie inscription, carved in the stone. The façades are crowned with 
stepped cres ting. 

The masque has three entrances, the principal ones being the north-eastern and the north
western. The former is set within a deep arched recess, the back of which is decorated with 

· marble inlay, with beautiful stalactites at the top. To the left of it is a minaret with three octagonal 
storeys. 
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The north-western entrance has a fine stalactite hood. Bath entrances bear the name of the 
founder and the date of foundation. 

The Department for the Preservation of Arab Monuments have carried out extensive restorations 
here. They have renewed defective masonry, replaced falling columns, repaired the marble dada, 
restored the minbar, windows and doors, and built a dame over the mil;rab, after repairing and 
painting its stalactites. They also built the upper storey of the minaret and repaired ali the 

ceilings. These restorations were begun in 1313 H. (1895) and completed in 1321 H. (1903). 

Plates Nos. 61-68 
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- -
THE ~lOSQUE Or~ A~LANI AS-SILAf:IDAR 

745-46 H. ( I 344-45) 

- - - - -

T HE AMIR BAHA' AD-DIN ASLAM AS-SILAHDAR had been one of the Mamlüks of 

al-11alik al-Man~ür Qala~ün. He reached the rank of Amïr during the reign of Qala~ün's 

son, an-Na?ir Mul;an1mad. He began the construction of this masque in 745 H. (1344) and 

fini shed it in 7 4 6 H.. ( I 3 4 5). He built it according to the cruciform madrasa plan, although it 
differs from previous n1osques in that its fa~n is covered, instead of being open. It has two 

opposite and sin1ilar t-wiùzs, in the east and west, opening on to the !a~n by means of two large 

arches. Each of the north and south 1-wdns opens on to the fa~n by means of three small arches 

supported on marble columns. In previous Mosques-Madrasas, except in the Mosque-Madrasa of 
QalaJün, the four irœ)iiJJs generally open on to the !abn by means of four similar arches, although 

they son1etimes differ in size. One of its entrances leads directly into the rn osque proper, contrary . 
to the usual practice in tnosques of cruciform plan, w here the entrance usually leads into a vestibule 

from which a corridor leads into the !ab11. 

Sorne of the features of this plan \Vere adopted In later masques, such as the distribution of 
the iwiins and the roofing of the !a~11 with tin1ber. 

The mausoleum is in the south-eastern corner of the n1osque. lts doorway is on the right, 
as one enters. It is covered with three tiers of stalactites. In the eastern iwan stands a small 

wooden 1ninbar of fine craftsn1anship, with panels carved in beautiful raised ornament. The remains 
of decoration on the ceiling of this iwan, as weil in the other iwans, prove that they n1ust have 
been richly decorated in various polychron1e designs. The façades of the !abtt are decorated, above 

the arches, with circles and lozenges of stucco ornament, and windows and recesses, with keel
fan-shape arches, surrounded with bands of Kuhc inscriptions. 

The masque has two main façades. At the eastern end of the south façade rises the fluted 
dome. Below the fluting are the ren1ains of a band of faïence mosaic with verses from the 
~r' an inscribed on it. The use of faïence to decora te a do me is a rare feature in Man1lük work. 
At the west end of this façade is a minaret of later date. A very attractive feature of this façade, 

is the large rectangular marble panel over the door, of fine craftsmanship, being made of white 
marble, inlaid ·with coloured marble in beautiful decorative designs. 

This entrance, as regards its proportions and the stalactites at its top, is a fine example of a 

monumental mosque entrance. The inscription which runs across it, above the 1naxalas (stone 

seats), bears the date of completion, i.e. 746 H. 

At the northern end of the west façade, is another door\vay that leads, through a bent cor
ridor, to the ~a(u1 and lavatories. 

The inscription above the southern entrance includes the dates both of the beginning and 
completion of the work, i.e. 7 45 H. and 7 46 H. Plates Nos. 69-71 
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THE l\10SQUE OF 

AQSUNQ_UR (IBRÀHÏM AGHA MUST A~FI~ÀN) 
747-48 H. (1346-47) 

HIS MOSQ_UE is on the east side of Bab al-Wazïr Street. lt was founded by the Amïr 

Shams ad-Dïn Aqsunqur, one of the Amïrs of an-Na~ir Mul)ammad ibn Qala~ün, and his 
son-in-law. He began its construction in 747 H. (1347) . . lt consists of an open ~a!zn surrounded 
by four riwaqs. The qibla riwaq (sanctuary) was covered with cross-vaults, the arches of which 
rested upon octagonal piers. ln the middle of the qi6/a \vall is a 1nibrab of coloured marble, 
with a don1e above. Next to the mibrab is a beautiful marble 1ninbar, the two sides of which 
are panelled with coloured marble ; the balustrade, arches and little dome are carved with various 
motifs, and the doorway is crowned with a cornice of stalactites in tbree tiers; the door is in two 
baives, decorated with geometrical designs, inlaid with ivory and engraved with deep carving. 
This 1ninbar is the oldest of the few remaining marble minbars in the mosques of Cairo. 

In the centre of the 1abn is a modest shelter which was erected over the fountain founded 
by the Amïr Tüghan in 815 H. (1412). 

The mausoleum in the north- western corner was constructed in 7 4 6 H. ( 1 3 4 5), i. e. one 
year before the construction of the mosque. tAla' ad-Dïn Kujuk ibn an-Na~ir Mu4ammad was 
buried under the dome. 

The main entrance of the mosque 1s In the façade overlooking Bab al-Wazïr Street, in a 
recess, covered with an arch, supported on two beautiful fan-shaped brackets. To the left of the 
entrance is a salient formed by the mausoleum, in the n1iddle of which is a circular window of 
fine pierced stucco, surrounded with mosaics of coloured marble, in beautiful designs. Below this 
window is a foundation slab bearing the name of <Ala' ad-Dïn and the date of his death, 7 46 H. 

At the southern end of the façade is the minaret, generally regarded as being one of the 
most beautiful in Cairo, on account of its simplicity and good proportions. lt consists of three 
storeys, the first being cylindrical and ending with a gallery, supported on magnificent stalactites. 
The second storey is also cylindrical and ribbed ; it ends with another gallery, also res ting on 
beautiful stalactites, similar to those of the first one. The third storey is octagonal; it has an 
opening in each face, and is surmounted by a pavillon, with a cap and brass crescent. 

Between 1062 H. (1652) and 1064 H. (1654), Ibrahim Agha Musta~fi~an repaired this 
masque, and replacing the fallen cross-vaults with timber roofs. He also lined the back of the 
eastern iwan with tiles of faïence, decorated with floral designs in beautiful blue, bence the name 
(fBlue Masque" given to it by foreigners. He also built a mausoleum for himself, between the 
minaret and the southern entrance of the masque. He lined its walls with a coloured marble 
dado, with blue faïence tiles above. N ext to the mausoleum, in the northern riwaq, stands a 
building of lat er date, containing the tomb of the Amïr Aqsunqur. 

Plates Nos. 72-7 5 
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THE ~10SQUE OF $ARGHA T~1ISH 

757 H. (1356) 

T HIS MOSQYE is on the south side of al-Khugayrï Street, next to the western ziyada of 

Ibn 'fülün's n1osque. lt was built in 7 57 H. (1356) by the Amir Sayf ad-Dïn ~arghatmish, 
who was a Mamlük acquired by an-Na~ir Mul}an1mad ibn Qala~ün in 737 H. (1337), and who 
did not become weil known during the latter's reign. But during the reign of al-Malik al-Mu~affar 
J:Iaggï ibn an-Na~ir Mu~ammad, ho\vever, and later during the reign of his brnther a~-~ali~ 

Mul)ammad, the Amïr ~arghatmish acquired fame, and was consulted in every matter. His influ

ence increased during the reign of Sultan I:Jasan. l-Ie died in 7 59 H. ( 13 58). 

The mosque is built according to the cruciform madrasa plan. It consists of an open !a4n 

surrounded by four iwiùts, the largest being the qibla one, which consists of three bays, the 
middle one of which is covered by a lofty dome resting on wooden stalactite pendentives. This 
dome was built in 1940 to replace the old one, which was demolished towards the end of the 
nineteenth century. A dame in front of a 1nibrab is an architectural feature that we have seen in 
severa! previous mosques, but not in those built according to the cruciform madrasa plan. ln this 
mosque, however, it constitutes a unique feature which distinguishes it from earlier and la ter ones. 

At the back of this ïwân is a Hti~ra6 in coloured marble, in the middle of a marble dado, 
ren1arkable for two panels of white marble, each of which is engraved with raised ornament in 
the forn1 of a medallion in the centre and four quarter n1edallions in the corners, and t\VO bands 

of inscriptions, one in the upper part, and the other in the lower part of each panel, bearing the 
name of the founder, thus resembling the brass linings of the doors of sorne Mamluk masques. 

The ?Jtùtbar, however, is of la ter date, III 8 H. ( 1706). 

The space bet\veen the sides of the four iwa1ts and the corners of the fab11 are occupied 
by students' cells, the arches of the doors being decorated with voussoirs of white and black 
mar ble. The !ab11, paved with coloured marble, has in its centre a place for ablution which was 
once covered with a dame, but no remains of it have survived, except the supporting columns. 

On the far side of the north-western iwiùz is a door opening into the mausoleum, in the 
centre of which is a cenotaph of fine craftsmanship. The 1nausoleun1 had a coloured marble dado, 
of which a few fragments remain. It is covered with a dome resting on stalactite pendentives, 
of many tiers, in a way that differs from that adopted for the dame over the 1nibrab. The drum, 

as weil as the walls of the mausoleum, are decorated in the upper part with pierced stucco 
windows, embellished with coloured glass, in fine designs. 

The external façade is divided into shallow panels with two windows in each, the upper ones 
being @led with stucco grilles, pierced in fine geometrical designs. The façade is crowned with 
remains of a stepped cre~tjng. The salient part forms the façade of the n1ausoleum, the drum 
of the dame of which is surrounded with a band of inscription, surmounted by three tiers of 
stalactites which support the lower edge of the dome. The dome is thus different from the usual 
Mamlük type. 

59 



The entrance is at the northern end of the façade. As regards style, it is similar to other 
mosque entrances. lt is coverd with a beautiful stalactite hood. A hove the maxalas (stone 

benches) on both sides of the entrance, runs a band of inscription containing the name of the 
founder and the date of completion. The minaret is placed to the left of the entrance; it is 
built of white and red stone and has three storeys, the lowest of which is octagonal and sur
mounted by a cornice which supports the first gallery. The second storey is also octagonal and 
ends with a similar stalactite cornice, supporting the second gallery, The third storey has eight 

marble columns, bearing the cap. 

The Department for the Preservation of Arab Monuments, after numbering ali the stones, 

took clown this minaret and rebuilt it in 1935. They also renewed the marble paven1ent of the 

Plates Nos. 76 & 77 
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THE MOSQ_UE OF SULTAN f:IASAN 

757-764 H. (1356-6J) 

T HIS GREAT MOSQ_UE was built by Sultan J:Iasan ibn an-Na~ir Mul)ammad ibn Qala'ün. 

At the age of thirteen, he succeded his brother al-Malik al-Mu~affar f:Iaggï on the throne, 
in 7 48 H. ( 13 4 7). Owing to his youth, ali government affairs were in the hands of the Amïrs. 
On his coming of age, he became a tyrannical master. ln 7 52 H. ( 1 3 5 1) he was put in prison, 
where he devoted his time to learning, but was re-enthroned in 7 55 H. ( 1 3 54) and continued to 
rule until he was killed in 762 H. ( 1361). 

The construction of this masque was begun in 7 57 H. ( 13 56); work proceeded uninterruptedly 
for three years, but the Sultan died before its completion. Bashïr al-Gamdar, one of the Sultan's 
Amïrs, finished it in 764 H. ( 1 363). 

This masque is regarded as the most important of ali Mamluk buildings, bath as regards size 
and magnificence. The glory of this building lies in its fine craftsmanship and varied decoration, 
which tnay be observed in the stone work of the main entrance with its carved decoration, and 

wonderful stalactite hood. Fine marble work may be seen in the two dadoes of the mausoleum 
and qi6!a Twan with their two marble mibra6s, the 1ninbar and the dikka, the framing of the 
entrances of the four madrasas which open into the ~abn, and the joggled voussoirs of their entrance 
lintels. Fine arabesque woodwork and inlay may be observed in the kursi in the mausoleum. 
The brass plating of the masque door, later transferred to the Masque of al-Mu'aiyad, is one of 
the finest examples of its kind; it is carved in geometrical designs, including panels, beautifully 
carved and pierced. The door of the minbar is treated in the same fashion. 

One of the entrance doors to the mausoleum is ·~original. lt is plated with brass, inlaid with 
gold and silver, in beautiful designs. This is one of the finest examples of craftsma?ship in the 
masque and gives one an ideà of the enormous sums ,of money that must have been spent on it. 

Even the brass and glass lamps that were manufactured for this masque, of which a great 
number is at present preserved in the Museum of Arab Art in Cairo, are among the finest and 
most beautiful of their kind. 

This building was designed according to the cruciform madrasa plan. One enters a very 
large vestibule and turns to the left to enter a corridor leading to an open {a/;n, 32 x 34.60 m. 
The ~abn is surrounded by four vaulted iwans, the largest of which is the sanctuary. In between 
the arms of the cross formed by the iwans are the four madrasas for teaching the four M uslim 
rites. Above the entrance of each is inscribed the following : ''This was built by arder of the 
martyr Sultan al-Malik an-Na~ir J:lasan ibn al-Malik an-Na~ir Muhammad ibn Qala"ün, in the 
months of the year 764 H." Each madrasa has an open ~abn and a qib/a iwan. The . ~abn is 
surrounded by cells for students, in four storeys, the total height of which is the same as the 
rest of masque. 

ln the centre of the ~a~n, over the ablution place, stands a do me on arches, supported by 
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eight marble columns. A band of ~r'anic verses, running round the dame, ends with the date 
of its construction, 764 H. The qi6!a iwan is lined with a marble dada, in the centre of which 
is the mibrà6; to' the right of it is the marble minbar, which is one of the very few marble 
minbars to be seen in mosques. Above the marble dado runs a band of ~r'anic inscriptions, 
carved in stucco and so elaborately decorated, that it may be considered the most beautiful of 
its kind. 

The position of the mausoleum in this mosque, differs from that adopted in other mosques. 
Here it stands behind the mibra6, whereas in the other masques it occupies a corner; this feature 
appears here for the hrst time. Access to the mausoleum is obtained through two entrances 
Banking the mi~rab. Of the two original entrance doors, only the right one remains, with its 
pla ting, inlaid in gold and silver ; the left door has long sin ce gone. 

The dome is 2 1 x 21 m. and 4 8 m. high. lt was built in the XVII th. century to replace 

the old one. At the corners are large timber stalactite pendentives, one of which has been painted 
to show what the original ones were like. A marble dado runs round the walls, to the height 
of 8 rn·., crowned by a large wooden band of inscription, at the end of which is recorded the 
date on which the mausoleum was completed, 764 H. 

This rn osque has two important façades; the main façade, which is 1 5o m. long, is divided 
into vertical recesses, with stalactites at the top, which frame the windows of the student's cells. 
This façade, as weil as the eastern one and the main entrance, had a huge cornice of stalactites 
In severa! tiers, projecting about 1.50 m., and crowned with foliated cresting, which was removed 
In recent years to lighten the weight. 

The grand entrance, which is about 38 m. high, is at the west end of this façade. lt is 
distinguished for its stone carving, marble inlay and graceful stalactites in many tiers. 

The other façade is that overlooking the Midàn Rumayla. The mausoleum forms the centre 
with the large minaret, 84 m. high, to the left, and the smaller one, built in 1070 H. (1659/6o), 

to the right. Plates Nos. 78-90 
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THE MOSQYE OF SULTAN SHA BÂN 
(KNOWN AS UM~f AS-SUL TAN) 

770 H. ( 1368/69) ----
J\ LL THE HISTORICAL INSCRIPTIONS IN THIS MOSQ_UE record that Sultan Shatban 

rtbuilt it in 770 H. (IJ68f69) for his mother. Maqrïzï and other historians, however, attribute 
its construction to Khawand Baraka, Sha (ban's mother. It was therefore known as nThe Masque 
of Umm as-Sul~an" (the Sultan's mother). 

Sultan al-Malik al-Ashraf Sha'ban, grandson to an-Na~ir Mu~ammad ibn Qalalün, ascended 
the throne of Egypt in 764 H. ( I 363), at the age of ten, with the title Hal-Malik al-Ashraf". 
His rule lasted fourteen years and he died in 778 H. ( 13 77). He was buried under the southern 
dome of the mosque. 

This rn osque was designed according to the cruciform madrasa plan ; it has an open ~a~n, 
surrounded by four iwans. The qibla iwan is flanked by two symmetrical mausoleums. The 
northern, which is slightly larger than the southern one, has a mi/:triib with remains of a marble 
lining, and contains the tomb of the Sultan's mother and sister, Khawand .Baraka and Khawand 
Zahra~ In the southern mausoleum is the tomb of the Sultan himself. Both mausoleums are plain 
and very lofty rooms, covered with simple dornes, each supported on four squinches. Unlike 
Mamlük dornes, these two exhibit neither decorated walls nor multiple tiers of stalactites. Each 
mausoleum has a windo\v that opens into the qibla iwan. · These windows are beautiful specimens 
of Arabie woodwork; they are formed of geometrical designs, containing panels of wood and ivory, 
richly carved with fine ornament. 

The back of the qibla t-.wiin has a marble dado, in the centre of which is a mibriib lined 
with coloured marble. Next to the mibriib is a plain tninbar which was made by order of Amïr 
'Ali, a Circassian Mamlük. 

The gilt decoration remaining on the ceiling of the qibla iwan gives a clear idea of the 
beauty and grandeur the other iwàns must once have exhibited. 

At the top of the four façades of the !a~n, runs a band of Kufic, consisting of ~r'anic verses 
carved in the stone. 1~he façades are crowned with foliated cresting. The northern and southern 
iwans are each B.anked by two recesses, with beautiful stalactites at the top. There is one doorway 
in each recess. One of the two doorways, next to the qibla iwân, opens into the northern 
mausoleum, and the other into the southern mausoleum and a back entrance to the mosque. The 
third doorway opens into a corridor that leads to the main entrance, and the fourth to the lavatories. 

The main feature of the façade is the beautiful entrance which stands in a recess, covered 
by a most beautiful stalactite hood. 

The upper part of the entrance, alongside the stalactites, was decorated with ornament, engraved 
in the stone. To the right of the entrance is a drinking trough, with inscriptions above. To the 
left is a sabt1, the opening of which is covered with a screen of mashrabiya wood, in beautiful 
geometrical designs, with the name of the founder and date of foundation ( 770 H.) inscribed above. 

The minaret of this mosque is octagonal; it once had three storeys, of which the upper one 
has fallen, and has not y et been rebuilt. Plates Nos. 9 1 &w. 



- - -
THE MOSQ_UE AND MAD RASA OF YLGA Y AL-YUSUFI 

774 H. (1373) 

T HIS MOSQYE is in Süq as-Sila4, near its southern end. lt was built in 774 H. (1373) 

by the Amïr Sayf ad-Dïn Ylgay, senior Amïr during the reign of al-Malik al-Ashraf Sha(ban. 
lts plan resembles that of a cruciform madrasa, for it has a large open ta/;n, surrounded by four 

iwans, each having a frontal arch. The remains of gilded decoration on the ceilings of the 
northern and southern iwiins show the beauty and richness with which ali four ceilings must once 
have been decorated. The qi!Jla twan, unlike those of other masques, has no marble dado. 
The minbar, although it has lost its top, may be regarded as one of the hnest, both as regards 
carving and beautiful inlay. The date of construction, 774 H., is inscribed over its door. 

The mausoleum, which stands in the south-western corner of the mosque, is coverd by a lofty 
stone dame. 

The main façade is beautiful, both as regards fine proportions and masses. It has two large 
recesses with stalactites at the top, and two smaller ones, with keel arches. ln these recesses are 
windows in three tiers. The first row of windows have flat lintels and relieving arches, the 
second are arched, and the third are composed of pairs of arched windows, with a column 
separating each, and a circular opening above. 

The entrance stands in a recess at the northern end of the façade, with beautiful stalactites. 
An inscription, carved on both sides, just a hove the ma~ta!Jas, records the name of the founder 
and his titles, and the date of foundation, 7 7 4 H. 

The minaret is placed to the right of the entrance. lt has three storeys, of which the first 
ts octagonal, decorated with openings and arched recesses. This storey ends with the hrst gallery, 
supported on stalactites. The second storey is cylindrical; it ends ~ith the second gallery, also 
supported on stalactites. The third storey consists of a pavilion on eight marble columns, with 
a beautiful cap. The dome of the mausoleum at the southern end of the façade is ribbed, the 

ribs being twisted. -~ Plate No. 93 
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GLOSSARY 

Allah: . 
Arnïr 'Ashara : 

God 
. Leader of a company 

of ten men 

Arnïr Akhür : . 
Ashraf, al- : . 
Atabek al-' Asakir : . 
Bab: 

. Master of the Horse 
. The noble 

Commander-in-chief 
. Gate 

. Hospital 
. Pool 

. Secretary of State 
. Cubit 

Bïmaristân : 
Birka: . 
Dawadar: . 
Dh

. _, 
tra :. 

Dhu)l-~igga: 

Dikka:. 

Dînar: . 

• 1 2 th. month of the year 
Leader' s platform for 

public prayer 
. Gold coin= 50 P.T. 

Dïwân al-Insha': Governrnent Secretariat 

. Theology 
. Glass mosaic 

. Taster; i.e. responsible for the 
safety of food, before it was 

Fiqh: . 
Fusayfisa' : . 
Gashankïr: 

Gumada I and II : . 
presented to the King 

5th. & 6th. months 
of the year 

Hadïth : Traditions of the Prophet 
I:Iagib al-I:Iugg3.b : Grand Chamberlain 
Ifta' : . Judgment on a theological problem 
1 wân : . . A room with one si de 

entirely open 
Ka bir, al- : The great 
Khanqa : Monastery 
Kharaj : . Land tax 
Khazanit Sharna' il : N ame of a prison 
Kursï: . Reader's seat 
Kuttâb : Elementary school 
La iliha illallah Mul)ammad Rasülullah: 

The Muslim profession cf faith 
Mabkhara : Name given to the tops of certain 

minarets w hen they resemble censers 

Madrasa : . Theological College 

Malik, al-: . The king 
Mangür : . Kind of lattice work 
Maqtad: Loggia 

Maq~üra : . Screen 
Mashhad : . A shrine 

Mashrabïya : . Open-wood screen of turned 
wood-work 

Ma~~aba: . 
Maxala: 
May4a, al-: . 

Maydan: 
Mil).rab: 

Minbar: 
Mu'adhdhin: 

Ben ch 
. Stone bench 

Place of ablution attached 
to a mosque 

Open place or public square 
Niche indicating the direction 

of Mecca 

. Pulpit 
Man who makes the call 

to prayer 

Mu callaqa : . . Lit. " Suspended". U sed for 
a mosque with shops beneath 

Mu~alla: 

Na~ir, an-: 
Qa'id, al-: 

A place for prayer 
. The victorious 
The commander 

Qibla: . 
Qibla-Riwaq: . 

Direction of prayer 
. Sanctuary 

The Holy Book of Muslims 
. 7th. month of the year 

. Portico opening on to the court 
o~ a mosque 

Qur'an: 
Rajah: . 
Riwaq:. 

Sabïl: . 
Sabïl-Kuttab : . 

~al).n: . 

~ahrïgi:. 

Sawâmi': . 
Sayyida, as- : . 

Sh- •t art : . 

Shaykh: 
Shibhak: 
Shukhsheikha : 
Silal).dar, as-: . 
Takïya: 
Talatat: 

. Drinking fountain 
A drinking fountain with 

a primary school above 

Court of a masque 
or madrasa 

. Grilles 
Towers 

. A woman descended 
from the Prophçt 

. Street 
Vicar (of the masque) 

. Grille 
. Sky-light 

Sword-bearer 
Monastery of dervishes 
. Small roughly-dressed 

blocks of stone 

Umm as-Sultan:. . The sultan's mother 
Ustàdar: Major-Domo 

. Office of the major-Domo 
. Endowment 

Ustadarïya:. 
Waqf: . 
Wikala: . Caravanserai 

Cha pel 
Extension (outer court of a rn osque) 

Zawiya: 

Ziyada: 





Riwaq 
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380-403 H. (990-1012/13) 
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Plate 16 
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549 H. (II54155) 

Plate 26 

Survey of Egypt 





Wooden cenotaph. End of 6th. Centuary H. (12th A.D.) 

Wooden cenotaph. End of 6th. Centuary H. (12th A.D.) 

THE MASHHAl) OF SAIYIDNA AL-HUSEIN 

54 9 H. ( I 1 54/5 5) 

Plate 27 

Arab Mo"ummts Conrmittee 

Arab M onuments Conrmittee 





Main Façade 

- -' ' THE MOSQ_UE OF A$-$ALIJ:I TALA I 

(CAIRO) 

555 H. (II6o) 

Survey of Egypt 

lV 
00 





Plate 29 

Door leaves 

- -, ' 
THE MOSQ!JE OF A~-~ALI!j TALA 1 

(CArRo) 

55 5 H. ( 1 1 6o) 





Plat JO 

Minbar, 699 H. (1300) 
Suroty of Egypt 

- - ' ' THE MOSQ_UE OF A$-~ALI~ TALAI 

(CAIRo) 

555 H. (116o) 





Aarb Monuments Committu 

Mil).r:ib, c. 700 H. (IJ<X>) Minbar, 555 H. (1 r6o) 

-
THE MOSQ_UE OF A~-~ALIJ:I 'fALA' l' 

(Qü~) 





Plate 32 

Exterior 

- - ,_ 
THE MAUSOLEUM OF IMAM ASH-SHAFI I 

6o8 H. ( r 2 r r) 





In teri or 
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THE MOSQYE-MADRASA AND MAUSOLEUM OF SULTAN QALA,)UN 
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683-84 H. {1284-85) . 
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THE MOSQYE OF SALAR AND SANG AR AL-GA WLI 
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Stalactite pendentives of large dame 
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Main façade with entrance 

THE KHÂNQA OF SULTAN BAYBARS AL-GÀSHANKÏR 

706-9 H. (I 306/7-10) 

Plate 49 
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Surt•ey of Egypt 
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THE KHANQA OF SULTAN BAYBARS AL-GASHANKIR 

706-g H. ·(1306/7-IO) 
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THE MAUSOLEUM OF I:IASAN $ADAQA 
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Entrance 
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Survty of Egypt 
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Painted by Alhu;ain Fawz:.y 





Mi~rab and Minbar 

THE MOSQYE OF AL-MARIDANÏ 
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THE MOSQ!JE OF A$LAM AS-SILAI:IDAR 

745-46 H. (1344-45) 
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THE MOSQYE OF A$LAM AS-SILAI:IDÀR 

745-46 H. (1344-45) 
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(IBRÀHÏM AGHA MusTAI:lFA~A.N) 

747-48 H. (1346-47) 

Plate 72 
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(IBRÀHIM AGHA Mu~TAI:IFA~AN) 

747-48 H. (1346-47) 

Plate 73 

Suroey of Egypt 





Faience Revetment, 1062 H. (1652) • 

-
THE MOSQ_UE OF AQSUNQYR 

(IBRÂHÏM AGHÂ MusTAI:IFA~iN) 

747-48 H. (1346-47) 

Plate 74 

Suroey if Egypt 





Faience Revetment, ro62 H. (r652) 
Suroey if Egyj>t 

F aience Revetment, 1 o62 H. ( r 6 52) 

-
THE 1\fOSQ..UE OF AQSUNQ_UR 

(IBRAHÏM AGHA MusTA~FA':AN) 

747-48 H. (1346-47) 





Main Façade 

THE MOSQ_UE OF ~ARGI-fATMISH 

757 H. (1356) 
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Plate 77 
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757-64 H. (1356-63) 
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757-64 H. (1356-63) 

Plate 79 
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THE MOSQ_UE OF SULTAN ~ASAN 

757-64 H. (1356-63) 
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Plate 81 
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THE MOSQYE OF SULTAN ~ASAN 
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Mausoleum 
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SuNJey of Egypt 
Main Façade 
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MOSQ_UE AND MADRASA OF SULTAN SHA BAN 

770 H. (1368/69) 





Plate 92 

Main Entrance 

' -MOSQYE AND MAD RASA OF SULTAN SHA BAN 
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Main Façade 
Surt~ty of Egypt 
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