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P R E F A C E. 

TH £ kind and unexpected reception which the de«* 
fcription of iEgypt met with from the world, for 
which I acknowledge myfelf much obliged, made 

me undertake the prefent volume with greater cheerful-
nefs : But I fear it will be thought an ill requital for the 
favour fhewn to the fir ft, if the fecond mould happen to 
be a trial of the reader's patience. 

As I begun with the Holy Land, which is a very in-
terefting fubjecc, I thought I could not be too particular 
in the defcription of every circumftance relating to that 
country, the places of which we hear mentioned every day, 
and generally take a pleafure in acquiring the leaft know
ledge in relation to them : This led me into the fame 
method with regard to Syria and Mefopotamia, the hi-
ftory of which we have delivered down to us from the 
earlieft times, as they were inhabited by the patriarchs, 
and afterwards became the renowned fcenes of action of 
the Periians, of Alexander the great, and of the Mace
donian kings. Afia Minor alfo, and Greece have always 
been famous in hiftory, as well as Crete and Cyprus 5 
fo that I thought I could not be too particular in the 
defcription of thofe countries, which are the fubjedts of 
antient hiftory and poetry. And if in fome places I 
may have been too circumftantial, in order, it may be, 
ibmetimes to carry on the thread of the account, I 
hope the reader will be favourable, and confider the 
common frailties of mankind, how indulgent we are to 
our own thoughts and writings, and how difficult it is to 
blot out j which are, and always will be the caufes why, 
almoft in every work, many things are publifhed, which 
had better been fupprefled, not to fay fometimes the 
whole works themfelves. I fubmit myfelf to the judg

ment 
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ment of the world, as to which clafs I (hall be ranked 
under, and which foever it is I (hall make the fatisfa-
&ion of the fincereft penitents, by declaring that it is the 
laft time I mail ever offend in this way. 

The great relation antient geography has to antient hi-
ftory and medals, which are a great help in the ftudy 
of hiftory, I am perfuaded will plead my excufe with 
many, for frequently conlidering that fubjecl:; though I 
I am fenfible that there are a great number to whom it 
will appear dry and unentertaining; and to fave them the 
trouble of calling an eye to fee how much they are to pafs 
over, I have thrown every thing into notes on this fubjecl: 
which runs into any length. 

Having feen feveral parts of Europe which are vifited by 
few perfons, and notwithftanding either were formerly very 
remarkable in antient hiftory, or are curious at prefent with 
regard to natural hiftory, I thought it might be agreeable 
to give a fuccincl: account of them in thefe lights particu
larly. In relation to places which are commonly feen, I 
have been very fhort, and as to others I have almoft en
tirely confined myfelf to the antiquities, and what relates 
to natural hiftory, mentioning only a few things of an
other nature, which are very remarkable. For if I had 
launched out further I might very well have filled another 
volume, even of places that are out of the way of what 
is commonly called the Grand tour. 

I have inferted maps of the earftern parts, becaufe they 
commonly give a great pleafure in having recourfe to them, 
and as they are not always at hand it is very convenient 
to have them in the book. The fhape of the land on the 
fea, I have taken from the beft fea charts lately publifhed by 
the order of Moniieur Maurepas, and I have endeavoured 
from other maps, and from my own obfervations, to make 
them as perfect as I could in relation both to antient "and 
modern geography. The maps of the Propontis, of the 
Thracian Bofphorus, and another o£ the Euxine fea, from 
which the north part of Aria Minor is taken, were procur
ed at Conftantinople by the Reverend Doctor Thomas 
Lifle, fellow of Magdalen college in Oxford, who offered 
me the ufe of them in the moft obliging manner. I am 
alio to make my acknowledgements to the Reverend Mr. 

Thomas 
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Thomas Hunt, fellow of Hartford college, and profeffor of 
Arabic in the univerfity of Oxford, for the pains he be
llowed in taking out of feveral Arabian authors the lon
gitudes and latitudes of many places in Syria and Alia 
Minor. 

If I was to exprefs my obligations to the Englifh 
gentlemen, from whom I received many favours in the 
eaft, it would be a lift not only of thole I was recom
mended to, but iikewife of all the others who had any op
portunity of (hewing me civilities. But I cannot forbear 
mentioning a gentleman of the Dutch nation, to whom 
I was an entire ftranger, Mr. James Fremeaux of Smyrna, 
who did me the honour, not only to (hew me the utmoft 
civilities on all occafions, but to accompany me in feeing 
every thing in and about Smyrna, and to take care that 
nothing (hould efcape my obfervation. He is a gentle
man who muft be acknowledged by all that know him 
to be far above any thing that can be faid of him, and 
I (hall ever retain the utmoft fenfe of gratitude towards 
him* I cannot however acquit myfelf without making 
my particular acknowledgements to one of our own coun
try, Mr. Arthur Pullinger, for the many extraordinary 
civilities I received at Aleppo ; and I am particularly 
obliged to him for feveral informations with regard to an-
tient places in thole parts: This gentleman, whilft he re-
fided in that country, acquired not only a very extraordi
nary knowledge of the Greek medals, but Iikewife of the 
antient geography and hiftory of thofe parts, and of 
Alia Minor, and Greece. 

In the plate of the title, the Thracian Bofphorus is re* 
prelented, and Europa crofting it on a bull ; which by fome 
is related of her in this place, though the moft common 
ftory is of 16 in the (hape of a heifer, confequently the 
land of Europe is on one (ide, on which ftands Minerva, 
the emblem of Greece, with her ufual attributes, and there 
is a view of Conftantinople. On the other (ide is the land 
of Alia, which country is reprefented by a woman from 
Beger^ as in Montfaucon 5 (he has in Jier iight iiand a fer-
pent, and her foot feems to be on the prow of a (hip, and 
what (he has in her left may be defigoed sfiar airniMer, sf-h©' 
contrary to the ufual manner of refting on the ground -

V O L . II. Part I. b Thefe 
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Thefe feem to be emblems of prudence, commerce, and na
val ftrength : Cybele fits near her, from Boiflard, and like-
wife in Montfaucon j (he is the emblem of Syria ; this was a 
VQW of Lucilla, the wife of Lucius Verus: She has he|r 
hand on a globe the earth, and the defigner has fupplieU 
the other, which was broken off, as holding a patera; 
on each fide is a fphinx, together with corn, fruits, and 
flowers of all forts ; which fignify that {he was efteemed as 
the goddefs of nature and plenty. On a tree hangs a me
dal that was ftruck on the conqueft of Judaea, in which 
a woman, reprefenting that country, fits in a melancholy 
pofture under a palm tree. 

COM* 
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DESCRIPTION 
O F 

The EAST^c. 

B O O K the Firft. 

Of PALAESTINE, or the HOLY LAND* 

C H A P . I. 

Of P A L E S T I N E , or the HOLY LAND in general, and of 
JOPPA, RAMA, and LYDDA. 

PA L E S T I N E confirmed of the twelve tribes oflfrael, and compre- Paixftine, k$ 
hended not only the land of Canaan, which lay between Jordan diviGon*. ^ 
and the fea, and was bounded on the north by mount Libanon, 

and on the fouth by Arabia Petraa, but took in likewife the kingdoms 
of Bafhan and of the Amorrhites beyond Jordan, which fell to the lot 
of the tribes of Reuben and Gad, and the half tribe of Manaffeh. 

Before this country was conquered by Joihua it confirmed of feveral 
fmall kingdoms; and after it had been governed by judges for fome 
time, when it was in pofTefiion of the Israelites, it was erected into a 
kingdom under Saul • but on the revolt of the ten tribes under Reho-
boam, it was divided into two kingdoms, that of Judah, containing the 
tribes of Judah and Benjamin, and that of Ifrael or Samaria of a much 
greater extent, which comprehended the other ten tribes. 

After the captivity in Babylon the government was in the hands ofGovernk 

r j y CD rnenc. 

the high priefts until the time of Julius Caefar, when the eonftitution 
was altered by the Romans, and Antipater fhared in the government 
with Hyrcanus the laft high prieft who enjoyed the fovereign power. 
Afterwards Herod, the fon of Antipater, alone governed this and fome 
other neighbouring territories under Auguftus. 

V O L , II. Part I. B The 
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T h e Romans divided the country into feveral tetrarchies, under dif

ferent governors, part of which were afterwards made a Roman province, 
and fome of them were at certain times erected into a k ingdom. G a -
binius alfo governour of Syria divided the country into five jurifdictions, 
each having its court for the adminiftration of juftice. At length the 
Jews being difperfed after the deftru&ion of Jerufalem, this country was 
eonfidered only as a part of a R o m a n province. In the diviflon of the 
empire it fell to the lot of the Eaftern emperors ; but the Saracens over
running thefe parts, it remained in their hands four hundred and fixty 
yea rs : It was then conquered by the Chriftians, when Jerufalem and 
the Holy Land were made a k ingdom, and being in part poffefled by 
its fovereign, and the knights of Jerufalem, it was held by them eighty 
eight years, and was the feat of the holy war, unt i l it was entirely fub-
dued by the Mahometans in the year one thoufand one hundred and 
eighty feven. 

Voyage from Q n the tenth of March, one thoufand feven hundred thirty feven-
joppa. eight, 1 embarked at Damiata, on board a French (hip that carried the 

E g y p t i a n pilgrims to Joppa, moft of them being Coptis , in all about 
two hundred and fifty. T h e firft land we had fight of was mount Car-
mel , but, the wind being contrary, we did not land at Joppa unti l the 
fourteenth, when I went to the Latin convent. 

Joppa. J ° p p a is in t n e tribe of Dan a, in the champain country of Saron, 

which extended from this place northward as far as Ca=farea. Ancient 
geographers feem to have miftaken in placing Joppa near the fouth-eaft 
corner of the Mediterranean, which, according to the lea charts, as 
every one may obierve, is much further fouth, and is commonly placed 
to the fouthward of Gaza, about the ancient Raphia, at the gulph of 
Larifla. 

Joppa is fituated on the fide of a low hill over the iea; there feems 
to have been an ancient port, which might have contained great VerTels, 
but now large boats only can go into it. The {hips ride in the open 
road, and are often obliged to go to fea in iiormy weather. 

The Latin convent, where European pilgrims are received, is laid to 
have been the houfe of Simon the tanner. But the tradition is more 
probable that it was on the fite of an old convent, near the European 
burial ground, over the fea, at a place where there are tanpits, which 
may have been made of late years. It was here St. Peter faw that remark
able virion, by which he was forbid to call any thing common or un
clean b. All the other religions have their convents at the foot of the 

* According to the Roman divifion of Pa- country, extending from mount Libanon, thro' 
beftine, it is in the tetrarchy of Judsea, which the half tribe of Manaffeh, and the tribes of 
confifted of the tribes of Juda, Benjamin, Gad and Reuben. Further north in the hair 
Dan, and Simeon, The other parts of the tribe of Manaffeh was Batanaea. And more 
divifion confifted of Samaria, Galilee, Persea, northwards was Auranitis or Itursea : Beyond 
Decapolis, Gaulonitis, Galaaditis, Batansea, this, bordering on the territory of Damafcus, 
and Auranitis. Samaria contained in it the was Trachonitis. The country of the Philiftines 
tribes of Ephraim, Iffachar, and the half tribe was to the fouth of Joppa, and chiefly confifted 
of Manaffeh. Galilee had in it the tribes of of five cities with their territories, that is, AC-
Zabuion, Affer, and Naphthali. Peraea on calon or Ekron, Gath, Azotus or Afhdod, and 
the other fide of Jordan confifted of the Gaza, which country was given to the tribes of 
tribes of Gad and Reuben. Decapolis was Dan and Simeon, but was never entirely pof-
part of the half tribe of Manaffeh. Gaulonitis feffed by them, 
was to the north of it. Galaaditis was a hilJy b Afis x. 

hill 
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hill near the fea, with conveniences for receiving a great number of pil
grims, who often wait here to go with the caravan to Jerufalem before 
Eafter, and to embark when they return. 

About a mile to the eaft of the town, on a riling ground, are fome 
old foundations, which they call the houfe of Tabitha, who was raifed 
from the dead by St. Peter c, where probably there was a church dedi
cated to her, and the Greeks come to this place, and perform their of
fices on the day of her feftival. 

They have a great trade at Joppa in foap, which is not only made 
here, but likewife at Jerufalem, Rama, and Lydda, though common
ly fold under the name of Joppa foap, and it is from this place that iEgypt 
is chiefly fupplied; it is made of the oyl of olives and allies. They alfo 
export great quantities of cotton in fmall boats to Acre, to be fhip'd off 
for other parts. They have a conftant fupply of good water, by dig
ging wells clofe by the fea fhore. 

The town belongs to the Kifler-Aga, or head of the Grand Signior's 
black eunuchs, who fends a governour to this place, that refides in a 
fmall caftle, at the fouth end of the town, and has a foldiery under h im; 
but they are of little ufe in the country againft the Arabs, becaufe, as I 
was informed, if they happen to kill any one, they are obliged to pay 
for the blood a fine of eleven hundred piafters, which is near one hun
dred and fifty pounds, and fixteen changes of raiment, which the fol-
diers of the Grand Signior are not obliged to. 

There was an opinion that Jerufalem could be feen from this place a, 
but it would be difficult to conceive it, as the hills between thefe places 
are confiderably higher than thofe on which Jerufalem ftands, unlefs 
they could fee from the height of Joppa any of the very high towers of 
Jerufalem ; for Jofephus affirms they could view the fea from the tower 
Pfephinus, as well as the utmoft extent of the Jewifh dominions to the 
weft. This place is alio mentioned by the ancients, as the fcene of the 
adventure between Andromeda and Perfeus*. And the grave St. Jerom 
f fays, that the ring to which the lady was fattened remained in the rock 
to his time. 

I did not fee Joppa till after my return, for when I went to the Latin 
convent the fuperior informed me, that a caravan was then fetting out 
for Rama, and that the monks, who went with it, were to be at Jeruulem 
the next morning. So I put all my caili into the fuperior's hands, it be
ing a rule never to carry any money, becaufe, if the Arabs fhould chance 
to find it, it would often expofe pilgrims to be fearched, and ill uled 
for the fame end. I went with the fervant of the convent out of the 
town, where an afs being provided for me, I was accompanied by two 
Arabs on horfeback, and came up with the caravan that had already fet 
out; which confifted of a few camels, aboutt wenty affes laden, and fome 
perfons either on afles or on foot; and among the former, four of the 
Latin monks, to whom I made myfelf known. I foon found we were 
got into a country under the influence of the Arabs, for as our beads 

c Afts ix. 36. 
d Strabo, xvi. p. 759. 
e Strabo, ibid. Jofephus, iii. p. 29. 
f Hie locus eft quo ufque hodie faxa mon-

ftrantur in littore, in quibus Andromeda reli-
gata, Perfci quondam fie liberata praefidio. 
Comment. Hieronymi in Jonx prophet a cap, 1. 

(that 
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(that were not eafily governed) went too faft, they came often, and 
flopped them with the butt end of their mufkets, which they not only 
laid on the beafts, but alfo on the riders, efpecially on the monks, who 
thought it policy to pretend not to understand the Arabic language, 
that they might not be troubled with their impertinence. After travel
ing three leagues we arrived at the Latin convent in Rama, in which 
they are ail Spaniards. The monks fet out that night for Jerufalem, 
under the conduct of fome Arabs, whom they ufually imploy, who fur-
nifhed them with horfes; but they faid they heard I was a rich mer
chant, and demanded a very extravagant price to carry m e ; on which 
it was thought advifeable that I mould wait for another opportunity. 
During the time I Stayed in the convent, the fuperior thought it proper 
I mould not Stir out, or be fo much as feen from the terrace on the 
top of the houfe, that the Arabs might not know that a Frank was there. 

Rama in the tribe of Ephraim, called by the Arabs Rameli, is fituat-
ed in a rich plain, and is fuppofed to be the Arimathaea of Jofeph. The 
monks have a notion that the houfe of Nicodemus flood on the fpot of 
the fmall old chapel in their convent; and that he made that famous 
crucifix here which is at Lucca, and is commonly called Volto Santo. 
This convent is faid to have been founded by Philip the good, duke of 
Burgundy. 

There were two churches at Rama, which are now converted into 
mofques, in one it is faid fome of the bodies of the martyrs of Sebafte in 
Armenia were depofited: Near the tower of that church is a large build
ing, Supported by pillars, which is thought to be the remains of a mo
nastery. Near the Latin burial place, there is a large ciftern or vault 
under ground, which has always plenty of good water in i t ; the root 
of the tamarifk tree growing into it, the waters are eSteemed good for 
the dropfy. There are great ruins of houfes in this place, fo that it 
feems formerly to have been a much more considerable town than it is 
at prefent; and it is probable that it flourished during the time of the 
holy war. The Greeks and Armenians have convents here, and there 
are commonly three or four French faclors, who refide in this place, to 
buy up cotton, and fend it to Joppa. The Arabs are fo troublefome in 
thefe parts, that fometimes they rob the people even in their gardens. 

About a league to the eaft north eaSt in this plain is Lydda, where 
St. Peter cured ./Eneas of the palfie f. I went to it in my return, it is 
faid to have been destroyed by Ceftius in the beginning of the Jewifh 
war, and when rebuilt it was called Diofpolis. It is now only a poor 
village, but the Stones that are feen in the modern buildings {hew, that 
it has been a place of fome confequence. There are remains here of a 
very fine church, built by the emperor Juftinian, and though fome 
later writers fay, it was the work of a king of England, yet from the 
architecture that remains, it may be concluded, that it could only be 
repaired by one of them, probably by Richard the flrSt, when he was 
in Palseftine, during the time of the holy war. This building is of hewn 
Stone, both within and without, and of excellent mafbn'ry. The Greeks 
have the eaft part of the ruined church, which is uncovered, except 
that the arch remains over the high altar, which being a pointed arch, 

3 f Afls ix. 34. 
after 
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after the Gothick ftyle, doubtlefs was built when the church was re* 
paired ; the Turks have turned the weft end into a mofque, having a 
great veneration for St. George. They have fome legend that he was 
of this place, and fufFered here as a confeffor by fcourging, and fome 
fay died in this place as a martyr, of which particulars there feems to 
be no account that can be depended on. 

All this country is a very rich foil, and throws up a great quantity of 
herbage. I obferved chardons growing very rank, alfo rue, fennel, and 
the ftriped thiftle, which probably, on this account, has been called the 
holy thiftle ; they fay alfo there are a great variety of anemonies. I 
faw likewife many tulips growing wild in the fields, and any one, who 
confiders how beautiful thofe flowers are to the eye, would be apt to 
conjecture that thefe are the lilies to which Solomon in all his glory 
was not to be compared. 

On the feventeenth the great caravan of pilgrims came from JoppaJ°urney w 

to Rama, in their way to Jerufalem, under the condudr. of the governor 
of that city. The Latin monks neither go themfelves, nor fend others 
with it, becaufe fome Europeans have formerly been taken out of the 
caravan by the Arabs, and detained by them in their villages and tents, 
till the Latin fathers have fent money to ranfom them ; fo that now they 
always travel under the conduct of Arabs, having generally fome of 
known fidelity, who ferve them on thefe occafions. It was thought 
the roads would be more fecure about the time when the great caravan 
was pailing ; fo in the evening every thing was prepared for my de
parture. And as foon as it was dark I fet out for Jerufalem, under the 
conduct of an Arab on horfeback, and his fervant on foot. He led me 
two or three miles to his tent, not much out of the road, where there 
was an encampment of Arabs. I fat round a fire in the tent with his 
wrife and others. For the Arabs are not fo fcrupulous as the Turks about 
their women, and though they have the harem, or womens part of the 
tent, yet fuch as they are acquainted with come into them; they 
brought me bread and coffee, and after a while fignified that I might 
go to fleep on the carpet. For I underftood that we mould depart in 
an hour or two, fo as that we might be at Jerufalem before it was day. 
I fell alleep, but when I awaked, and faw the day light, I began to 
be very uneafy. However coflee was prepared, and the Arab went out, 
as I fuppofed, to get the horfes; but as it was two or three hours before 
he returned, I began to be very apprehenfive what they might defign 
to do with me ; but when he came in he endeavoured to make me under-
ftand that we mould depart at night, which gave me fome fatisfaction, 
though 1 doubted whether he was entirely to be depended on. And I 
lay under greater difficulties, as, in this journey, for certain reafons, I 
did not take my interpreter with me. However they entertained me as 
well as they could, made cakes which were four, and brought fine oil of 
olives, in wrhich they ufually dip their bread, and perceiving I did not 
like it, they ferved up fome four butter milk, and every meal was clofed 
with coflee. I was kept in the harem for greater fecurity, the wife 
being always with me, no ftrangers ever daring to come in to the wo
mens apartment, unlefs they are introduced. Several women came to 
look at me, and fome men. In the afternoon the Arab, putting his 

VOL. II. Part I. C ftriped 
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ftriped garment upon me, took me out to walk with him in the fields, 
and, as a mark of his civility, cut off the tender fhoots of wild fennel, 
and gave them me to eat. However, as foon as it was dark, we fet out 
as before, and, when we came to Jerufalem, he faid, that coming out of 
Joppa he was informed that fome of his enemies were there, and he 
was afraid they might have laid wait for us ; fo to be fecure he con
ducted me to his tent, and when he had me out, did not care to carry 
me back to the convent again. It is certain this is thought to be one of 
the moil dangerous roads in Turkey, and accordingly in the plain he 
conducted me, not by the high road, but through the fields, and I ob-
ferved, that he avoided as much as he could going near any villages or 
encampments, and fometimes flood ftill, as I thought, to hearken, and 
would often ftop, and, as I imagined, called his fervant to be near him, 
and ready to give him his pike. 

We had travelled, as I conjectured, about fix miles in the plain, 
crolTed the dry bed of a winter torrent, and afcended the hills to 
the north. This probably is the rivulet, called by the writers of the 
holy war the river of Rama, and may be the fame as Gaafh s, mention
ed in the holy fcripture, and probably is that river which Reland fup-
pofes to fall into the fea, about half a league north of Joppa; we af
cended the hill, and coming to a narrow pafs, I obferved a fquare build
ing of hewn ftone to the left, and, oppofite to it, on the other fide of 
the hill, a large ruined building over a precipice. This feems to be 
what is commonly called the caftle of the good thief, where they fay he 
wras born and lived, and, I fuppofe, is the fame place that the Arab fhew-
ed me at a diftance in my return from Jerufalem by another road, and 
told me it was called Ladroun. From the account that travellers give, 
the building to the left feems to be the mofque, which, they fay, was a 
church dedicated to the {even Maccabees, where fome alfo affirm, that 
they were buried, but without reafon, Modin the place of their birth 
and interment being in the tribe of Dan. On the top of the hill we 
pafied through a ruinous village ; here the Arab feemed to be under 
fome apprehenfions, and I obferved, that he rid with his pike poifed, fc 
as to be ready in cafe of any attack. "We defcended the hill, having a 
narrow valley to the fouth, and obferved a fmall ftream running down 
the fide of it into a large ciftern. We afcended another hill on the 
fouth fide of the valley, and went along a plain road with hills on each 
fide; I did not fee a place which is called Jeremiah, where they fay 
there are ruins of a church, and fome think that it probably may be 
Anathoth, where that prophet was born. Going on I faw a mofque on 
a high hill, which afterwards I had reafon to think was Rama, where 
Samuel was buried. We defcended the rocky hills, and pafTed bv the 
end of a valley, which had high hills on each fide of it. This 1 had 
afterwards reafon to conclude to be the valley of Lefca. We afcended 
a little way, and paffing by a ruin to the right, came to the top of a 
low hill, from which we defcended into the plain country which is near 
Jerufalem. I faw many ruins on each fide of the road ; and we arriv
ed at the gate of Jerufalem near two hours before day. 

s 2 Sam. xxiii. 30. 1 Chron. xi. 32. It is rah, where Jofuah was buried, Jof. xxiv. 30. 
probable that thefe brooks rife about mount Jud. ii. 9. 
Gaafh, which was to the fouth of Timnath-te-

1 The 
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T h e Arab would have left me, but I made figns to him not to go, and 

as it rained I ftood and refted myielf againft a tree, and flept, being much 
fatigued ,• but if he had left me, I mould have run a great rifque of being 
ftript, for people came to the gate before it was open. As foon as we 
could go in, the Arab left me with the keeper of the gate, and called 
the Dragoman or interpreter of the convent; whilft he was gone I had 
been infulted by the boy that belonged to the gate, who demanded money 
of me, and fnatched my handkerchief from me as a pledge, but the man 
into whofe hands he put it, returned it to me, wheri the interpreter came, 
who fhewed me the way to the convent. 

C H A P . II. 

Of J E R U S A L E M , and of Mount S I O N in particular. 

I T is doubted by fome whether Salem, mentioned in the hiftory of Jerufalem, & 
Abraham, was fituated where Jerufalem now ftands; however, }tmm8S-
is certain this city was called Jebus, when the Ifraelites conquered it. 

T h e prefent name is thought to fignify the inheritance of peace. 
After it was deftroyed by the Romans it was called iElia, but it foon re
covered the old name, which was always retained among Chriftians. 
T h e Arabs call it Kudes-SherifT, that is, The holy and noble. 

This city ftands at the fouth-end of a large plain that extends north-Si:uar;on: 

wards towards Samaria, and has vallies on the other three fides, which 
to the eaft and fouth are very deep. T h e former is called the vallev of 
Jehofophat, the latter the valley of Siloe and Gehinnom; the whole alfo 
feems to have been fometimes called the valley of Jehofophat, and then 
Siloe and Gehinnom muft be coniidered as only particular parts of it. 
T h e valley of Rephaim on the weft is not fo deep ; the hills on the other 
tide of thefe valleys are higher than Jerufalem, 

The city in its greateft extent coniifted of four hills, Sion to theHi;:s. 
fouth and weft", Moriah to the eaft, Acra to the eaft and weft, ex
tending the whole breadth of the city, and Bezetha to the north: it was 
above four miles in circumference, but now it does not exceed two miles 
and a half. 

jofephus fays, it was derended by three walls, where there were no Waiis. 
valleys; mount Sion was entirely encornpaffed with one wa l l ; mount 
Acra had probably a wall every way but to the fouth, where it joined to 
Sion and Moriah, and fo alfo had Bezetha ,• the court of the temple alfo 
was encompafted with walls. 

T h e old city ftood on mount Sion, which is Jebus, and was the higheft The old city 
hill. The fouth part of it is now without the walls ; it is bounded to m°unrSk)n. 
the fouth and weft by a deep valley; to the eaft it was feparated from 
mount Moriah by the valley of Millo, called by Jofephus Tyropeion, or 
the place of the cheeiemongers. The bazars or ihops are at prefent in 

1 Mount Calvary and Gihon, and the Valley fome people conclude that mount Sion was to 
of carcafes, being mentioned as north of the north of the city, 
mount Sion, and without the city, has made 

this 
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this valley, and the quarter of the Jews with their feven fynagogues. T o 
the north it was bounded by the Valley of carcafes, which lies between it 
and mount Calvary; mount Gihon alfo probably might join to it to
wards the north weft corner, but it feems to have been left without the 
city by reafon that the natural lituation of it is weak to the weft, where 
the valley is very mallow. 

its towers. Herod built three towers on the north fide of Sion, and gave them the 
names of Hippicus, Phafselus, and Mariamne. T h e tower Hippicus 
was at the north weft corner, which might be where Nehemiah + mentions 
the tower that lieth out over-againft the king's high houfe, that was by the 
court of the prifon in which Jeremiah was confined; the caftle, which is 
now called the tower of David, feems to ftand on this fpot, and is faid to 
have been built by the Pifans in the time of the holy war. I t is marked 
A. in the fecond plate, which is the plan of Jerufalem K The tower 
Phafaelus was about the north eaft corner, and might be where the tower 
of Furnaces ftood, which is fpoken of by Nehemiah; and Mariamne, 
which was between them, might be either the tower of Meah, or that 
of Hananiel, mentioned by him, all which we may fuppofe were re
built by Herod in a ftronger manner. 

Gates. There were feveral gates to mount Sion; that of the EfTenes, men
tioned by Jofephus, feems to have been to the weft, probably in that 
part which at prefent is not enclofed. T h e gate of David, which may 
be the fame as that of the merchants, and the fim gate, feems to he what 
is now called the gate of Bethlehem, at the north weft corner of the old 
ci ty; it may be alfo the gate of Gennath of Jofephus, or the gate of the 
gardens. T h e horfe gate, from Nehemiah's defcription, was probably 
about this part, or on the north fide, and might be fo called from the 
horfes being led out of it to be watered, it may be, to the pool of Gihon. 
T h e gate Miphkad alfo of Nehemiah, feems to have been to the no r th ; 
afterwards he mentions the turning of the corner, which might not be 
one of the principal corners of the city, but the angle made in the wall 
to the fouth of mount Calvary. Near this was the fheep gate, which 
may be what is now called the iron gate, beyond which was the old gate. 
The gate of the valley muft have been at the fouth end of the valley of 
Millo. The dung gate I mould imagine was on the eaft fide of Sion 
leading to Millo, by which, without doubt, they carried the dung down 
to the valley. T h e gate of the fountain feems to have been that at the 
fouth end of the vale of Millo, leading down to Siloe and the valley of 
Jehofophat. The gate of Sion, if diftincl from any of thefe, might be 
about the fouth part of the hill, leading to the higheft and ftrongeft part of 
it, which was the citadel, and was the laft place that was taken by Titus. 

Places on ir. Within the prefent walls of mount Sion, going from the tov/er of 
David to the eaft, are the following remarkable places; firft on the left, 
the fpot where they fay Chrift met the three Maries, a. and then turning 
to the left is the houfe of faint Thomas, b. near that is the beautiful 
church of faint James, c. in which they fhew the place where he was 
beheaded; it belongs to the Armenians, who have there a large convent 

•f Nehemiah iii. able ; the parts that are dotted are the more 
k In this plan of Jerufalem only thofe ftreets obfcure parts of the city, which were not fo 

are di awn in which there is any thing remark- well obferved. 
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for the reception of ftrangers ,• they alfo give an account of two ftones in 
it, one brought from mount Sinai, againft which, they fay, Mofes broke 
the tables of the law, and the other from that part of the river of Jordan 
where our Saviour was baptized. A little further is the houfe of Annas 
the high prieft, d. called the church of the olive, becaufe they affirm 
that the olive tree is in the court, to which our Saviour was tied when he 
was brought before Annas; here alfo they are pleafed to fhew a ftone, 
which, they fay, fpoke on that occafion. Returning to the ftreet in 
which the houfe of faint Thomas ftands, and turning down to the left 
hand towards the iron gate, one comes to the church of the Syrians, e. 
which was the houfe of Mary the mother of Mark, to which faint Peter 
went when he was delivered out of prifon. At the fouth weft end of 
mount Sion, without the prefent walls, are the burial places of the 
chriftians, and it is probable that the bodies of faint Stephen, Nicode-
mus, Gamaliel, and his fons, were removed to this place from the 
valley of Jehofophat by the emperor Honorius. A little further is 
the houfe of Caiaphas, to which our Saviour was carried to appear be
fore the high prieft; it is near the Armenian convent, f. Not far from 
thife, they (hew a place, g. where, it is faid, the Jews would have thrown 
down the corpfe of the bleiTed virgin Mary, as they were carrying it to be 
buried, and further is the place where faint Peter wept, h. and towards 
the fouth brow of the hill is a mofque, where Chrift eat the palTover 
with his diiciples, i. Near unto it is the fepulchre of David, k. over 
which there is now a mofque, which chriftians are not permitted to fee; 
and they fhew near this the place, where the difciples feparated to preach 
the gofpel throughout the world, 1. 

There were alio feveral remarkable things on mount Siorij of which 
there are no remains; as the garden of the kings near the pool of Siloam, 
where ManafTeh and Amon, kings of Judah, were buried, and it is pro
bable this was the fixed burial place of the kings, it being the antient 
eaftern cuftom to bury in their own houfes or gardens. There arc no 
figns of the two moft beautiful palaces built by Herod, which were 
called after the names of Cajfar and Agrippa, nor of the houfe of faint 
John, where the bleiTed virgin lived with him, and where flic died, to
gether with feveral ether places mentioned by Nehemiah, and others ; 
fuch as the kings armory, the houfe of the mighty, which was 'orobabiy 
defigned for training up young perfons to the war, the upper market, 
and the ftairs that went down from the city of David, as may be fup-
pofed, to the valley of the pool of Silce. The vale to the north of 
mount Sion, I take to be chiefly about the place where the ftreet of the 
pool now is, which is on the right hand of the ftreet of the Latin con
vent, that leads to the holy fepulchre, n. This vale extends alfo eaft> 
ward to the mops in the quarter about the hofpital of faint Helena, ha
ving mount Calvary to the north weft, and mount Acra to the north 
eaft. T h e firft thing obfervable in that ftreet of the pool ', is the pool 
m. behind the houfes to the r ight ; 1 defcended to it by thirteen fteps, and 
found it to be about a hundred paces long and fixty broad; they told me 
it was called the lower pool ; the water that is in it feems to depend on 

1 Called the ftreet of the Pifcina, which is the Latin and Italian word for a pool. 
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the rains, and is not drinkable; pofiibly it may be what is called the old 
pool, from which there was a ftream run through all the city into the 
brook Kedron. Further on is the church of faint John and faint James, 
n. belonging to the Greeks, where it is faid thofe apoftles were born; 
near this, on the left, are remains of a wall built of very large ftones, 
and a little further is the iron grate, o. Returning back and going to 
the fouth of the holy fepulchre, I faw what remains of mount Calvary, 
without the church, which feemed to be about the fame height of that 
within it, and going eaftward we paffed by the place on the left in which 
faint Peter was imprifoned, p. where there was formerly a church. 
Making two or three turnings, but going moftly to the eaft, we pafled 
by the end of three ftreets of mops, extending to the fouth, and came by 
an afcent to the hofpital of faint Helena on the right, and to the left a 
ciftern, called by her name, and faid to be built by her, both which, tho' 
probably on the foot of mount Acra, I mail defcribe in this place. This, 
ciftern,q. is a very large vault to receive water, wrhich was doubtlefs made 
under fome antient buildings, as there are fuch cifterns under moft of 
the houfes in Jerufalem for this purpofe. The hofpital of faint Helena, r. is 
a magnificent fabric, the gates are built with a tier of white marble, and 
a tier of red alternately, having meets of lead placed between the ftones, 
the kitchen and a large room, faid to have been ufed for the reception 
of the poor, are very magnificent; but it is probable this building be
longed to the knights of Jerufalem, and that it was called the hofpital, 
becaufe the Turks ufe the kitchen for boiling meat w7hich is diftributed 
to the poor; and fo the fathers have given it the name of the hofpital of 
faint Helena. The other large room is made ufe of as a ftable. The 
ftreets before mentioned, which are to the fouth of this rifing ground, 
feem to be the valley north of mount Sion, extending fouth of this hofpital 
which is to the eaft, and joins to the eaftern valley of Millo, which we may 
fuppofe was bounded to the eaft by mount Moriah, about the ftreet 
which goes from the houfe of the rich man's, along by the weft fide of 
the court of the temple, to which I obferved feveral entrances from the 
ftreet. At the corner of the ftreet which leads to the firft entrance is a 
conduit, t. fupplied by Solomon's aquedu£t; near this, I fuppofe, was 
the fouth weft corner of mount Acra; the fecond entrance from that 
place to the fouth is what they call the beautiful gate of the temple, u . 
All this ftreet confifts of {hops, and is arched over, and that part of it which 
is to the eaft of mount Acra, as well as the ftreets to the weft and fouth, 
feem to be the valley of Millo, extending all down the hill to the fouth 
as far as the pool of Siloe. The quarter of the Jews, and their feven 
poor fynagogues being, if I miftake not, under the north eaft corner of 
mount Sion. 

The Latin convent is thought to have been on mount Gihon, though 
fome feem to fpeak of that hill as beyond the pool of Gihon. From this 
monaftery there is a defcent to the ftreet of the pool that turns to the 
right, out of which the firft ftreet to the left leads to the church of the 
fepulchre, and about this part mount Calvary muft begin; which might 
be a part of mount Gihon. Keeping on in the firft mentioned ftreet from 
the Latin convent, there is ftill a defcent, which, I imagine, muft be the 
foot of mount Acra, extending to the hofpital; and that the gate of 

judgment 
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judgment led into that part of the city from mount Cavalry, and may 
have had its name from the council houfe which is mentioned about this 
quarter by Jofephus. 

As I have mentioned the Latin convent, I mall give an account how Pilgrims of 

European pilgrims are received in it. When they firft arrive at the gate^erufa!em 

of Jerufalem, they fend to the Latin convent, and the interpreter of the 
monks comes and conducts them to the monaftery, where there is a 
building appropriated to European pilgrims, and it is the office of 
one of the lay-brothers to take care of them, they may alfo hire a fer-
vant in order to have the better a t tendance; the lay-brother takes care 
that they are ferved with whatever they want, and goes always out with 
them. If there happen to be two or three, and there are feldom more, 
they commonly make their vifits together: when I was there at Eafter, 
there was only a lay-jefuit from Aleppo, a Hamburgher arrived after
wards, and then a Ragufean, captain of a fhip. Thofe of condition al
ways make a preient on their departure to the value of about fix pounds. 
But there is generally a great number of the eaftern catholics to be 
maintained there gratis; fuch as the Maronites, and thofe Coptis, Greeks 
and Armenians, who acknowledge the pope; for thefe they prepare a 
houfe, and fend them provifions from time to time. T h e European 
pilgrims dine and flip in the refeclory with the monks, where fome of 
them read ail the time in books of devotion ; they are well ferved with 
three or four plates, and have excellent white-wine of their own making. 
On feftivals the priefts and ftrangers go to the guardians apartments after 
dinner, and drink coffee; he has the title of moft reverend, and all the 
honour of a bifhop, when he celebrates, in the manner or mitred abbots, 
and is nominated by the general of the order once in three years, com
monly returning to Europe when his office is expired. He has alfo full 
power from the pope, and, if I miflake not, muft be always an Italian. 
He has a vicar, who governs in his abfence, and muff be a Frenchman. 
T h e procurator has the care of the temporals of the convent, and is al
ways a Spaniard, and has a deputy of his own country, who bears the 
weight of his office; they have alfo a fecrctary, and thele make up 
their chapter or meeting for the government or all their affairs; they 
fend alfo procurators into all parts of Europe to colled: the charity 
which fupports them, particularly to Spain, where they fay every body 
muft leave them fomethins; in their wills, and this is commcnlv brought 
to them once a year in fpecie. They have about ten convents in Paloeftine 
and Syria, three in ./Egypt, under a vice-prefed, one at Cyprus, and an
other at Conftantinople. They have a very conliderable revenue, but 
are obliged to be at great charges here in prefents to the governour for 
their protedion. On a tumult that rofe againft them, not long before I 
was there, the governor promifed to proted them, if they would pay for 
thirty foldiers extraordinary, which is become an annual charge to them ; 
not to mention the expences which they are at in all their convents, in 
prefents to the great men, as well as in the fupport of their houfes. At 
Jerufalem they happened to be under a good governour, but fometimes 
they have not been able to go out of the walls without danger. 

T h e ceremony of wafhing the feet of the pilgrims is an honour which 
thejp do all Europeans, unlefs they happen to be very inferior perfons, 

who 
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who are not of their church. The function is very particular. The pil
grim is informed that this office is to be performed, and a fervant brings 
warm water to his room, and wafhes his feet. The pilgrim then goes 
into the chapel, having his white fcull-cap on his head. The guardian 
comes to his feat in the church, and the pilgrim is placed in a great 
chair at the lower end of it, with his face to the north. The guardian 
has a filk cordon put about his neck, and girding himfelf with a towel 
or fhort apron, kneels down before the pilgrim on a white fattin 
cuihion, a prieft kneeling on each fide of him, who put the pilgrims 
feet into a ciftern of warm water, with dried rofe-leaves in it. The 
guardian firft takes the left foot, and warning it with both his hands, 
wipes it clean and kifles it, and the right foot in the fame manner,- then 
fetting up his left knee, he puts the right foot on it, wipes it, and co
vers the lower part with a napkin, which he liolds on it ^ the father, who 
is on the pilgrim's right-hand, covers his garments with a towel, and in. 
that manner holds them above the inftep, and all the members of the 
convent come one after another, kneel down, and firft kifs the guardians 
hand, and then the inftep of the pilgrim. The guardian puts a lighted wax 
candle into the pilgrim's hand; then all, except the guardian, with lighted 
tapers, go in proceflion to the high altar, the pilgrim following, where 
he kneels before the altar, whilft an anthem and other devotions are fung 
with the organ, and eight finging boys. Afterwards the proceflion goes 
to the two other altars, and then again to the high altar, where the pil
grim is incenfed, and coming down to the lower end of the church, he 
puts out his candle, and the Htany is faid. At fupper the pilgrim is firft 
ferved with a dim extraordinary, and afterwards the guardian, which is 
carried to none of the reft. There is alfo a form of prayer to be faid 
on the departure of a pilgrim, but, I fuppofe, it is never ufed for thofe 
of a different church. 

Acra 

C H A P . III. 

Of Mount A C R A and Mount M O R I A H . . 

Mount ' | * H E city on the two hills Acra and Moriah, was called the lower 
I city, and alfo the daughter of Sion, fo often mentioned in 

fcripture. Mount Acra feems to have had two fmall fummits, 
one to the weft towards Gihon, and the other to the eaft about the part, 
which is north of mount Moriah, and feems to have been occupied by 
the tower or caftle of Antony. But Simon the Macchabee, high prieft, 
endeavoured to level Acra, that it might not command the temple. 
There was a gate to the north part of the city called the gate of Ephraim, 
which was probably about the fame place where the Damafcus gate now 
is. The gate of Herod is near his palace, and the prifbn and grot of 
Jeremiah are to the north of the valley. The gate of judgment, al
ready mentioned, might have its name either from being near the 
council-houfe, or becaufe the council-chamber was over it, which is 
fpoken of by Jofephus in this part. 

Moft 
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Moft of the places, mentioned in our Saviour's way from the houfe 

of Pilate to Calvary, were about mount Acra, or on the borders of 
mount Moriah. The houfe of Pilate i . which is the refidence of the 
prefent governour, overlooks the court of the temple, and commands a 
a fine view of the area and mofque. The prefent afcent to this houfe 
is the fpot from which they fay the Scala Santa, or the holy flight of 
flairs at Rome was taken, being about twenty paces in length. Entering 
this place, on the right is the apartment in which Chrift was arraigned. 
To the eaft of this is the room in which fentence was given againft him, 
which looks into the court of the temple : Further to the left is a ftable 
where he was fcourged; and going out of this houfe towards mount Cal
vary, the firft place is the arch 2. called Ecce homo, where it is faid Pi
late mewed him to the people ; this arch appears like an old gateway. 
The next place 4. is, that where the blefTed virgin met Chrift after he 
had turned to the left at 3. where he funk under the crofs at the fight 
of her, when they compelled Simon the Cyrenian to bear it. A t this 
place there is a bagnio, en the fpot where there formerly flood a church. 
About this turning Chrift faw the women weeping, and exhorted them 
not to weep for him. At the turning to the right, up the ftreet that 
leads to the convent, they fhew the houfe of Lazarus j ,• and a little 
further, at the end of the ftreet, which is to the weft of the temple, the 
palace of the rich man 6. Turning to the left, up the ftreet that leads 
to the Latin convent, they fhew the place 7. on the right hand where St. 
Veronica gave her handkerchief to wipe his face, which, they fay, left 
the impreffion on i t ; and that it is kept at this time in St. Peter's 
church at Rome. A little further is the gate of judgment, and beyond 
that a gate now flopped up, by which pilgrims ufed to go in the fame 
way our Saviour went to Calvary: So that now the remaining part of 
this way to mount Calvary being built on, is not "to be feen, except what 
is fhewn within the church. Returning to the arch on which Chrift 
was fhewn to the people, between that and the houfe of Pilate, is a 
way to the left, leading to the houfe of Herod, where in a large room, 
which is now a liable, they fay Jefus was cloathed in purple, and fent 
to Pilate. Beyond the houfe of Pilate, going towards the gate of St. 
Stephen, are three entrances to the right into the court of the temple. 
Oppofite to the flrft is a building called the tower of Antony, at I. in 
the third plate. At the fouth eaft corner of it is a fmall turret, and 
the tower itfelf is built of large ftones rufticated. This probably was the 
fbuth weft tower of that caftle, which was firft built by the Macchabees, 
and very much improved by Herod, in order to be a check on the citi
zens of Jerufalem, who gave it that name in complement to Mark An
tony the triumvir: For this place very well agrees with the fituation 
defcribed by the hiflorians, that it was to the north of the temple, and 
commanded a view of i t : It feems to have extended to the north as 
far as Bezetha ; for it is faid there was a deep foflee between it, and that 
part of the city ; and I faw to the eaft of the Damafcus gate a foflee 
cut into the rock, which they now fill up with the rubbifh of the city. 

To the north eaft of Herod's palace there is a mofque, which was 
formerly a church : it is built on the fpot where the houfe of Simon the 
Pharifee flood, in which Mary Magdalene wiped our Saviour's feet with, 
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her hair. And eaft of that is the houfe of St. Ann, the mother of the 
blefled virgin, where it is faid the virgin was b o r n ; it was a nunnery ; and 
the grott under the church is faid to be the very place of the blefled vir
gin's nativity. 

Mount Mo- It is not eafy to determine whether moun t Moriah took its name from 
nah. t k e land^ to which God direcled Abraham to go in order to facriflce his 

fon, or whether this was a&ually the mountain on which he was ready 
to obey the divine command. This hill was to the eaft of moun t Sion, 
the broad valley of Millo being between them, over which there was a 
bridge that joined the two mountains. T h e valley of Jehofophat was 
to the eaft of it , and mount Acra to the north. Mount Moriah, which 
was a rock* feems to have been chiefly taken up by the temple, and So
lomon's houfe to the fbuth of it. T h e temple was built on the fpot of 
the threfhing floor of Araunah the Jebufite, where the plague was flay
ed ; and upon that account it was purchafed by David to build an al-

The temple, tar on. T h e buildings tha t belonged to the temple extended half a 
quarter of a mile every way, and by pacing the ground, I found i t to 
be about tha t breadth from eaft to weft ; but there were a great n u m 
ber of fteps all round, by which they afcended to the plain area, on 
which the temple itfelf was built. T h e whole was fupported by walls 

* and buttrefles towards the valleys, efpecially over the deep valley to the 
eaft. Firft, there were feveral fteps u p to the court of the Gentiles, 
which is fuppofed to have had a colonade or portico all round , and was 
about forty five feet broad. The re was a fecond afcent of fourteen fteps 
t o fuch another court, called the court of the Jews, which was m u c h 
finer than the other, and none but Jews could enter into it, and they 
were obliged to be firft purified according to the law. I t is probable 
that there were other fteps u p to the court of the priefts; fo that the af
cen t round muft have been confiderable, whereas now this hill is near on a 
level with the reft of the city, occafioned probably by filling up the val
leys, and alfb by levelling the top of this hill, which feems to have been 
the work of Hadrian : For when the Jews at tempted to rebuild the t em
ple, that emperor threw all the ruins of this great building into the val
ley, and planted a grove, which he confecrated to Jupiter , When Chr i 
stianity prevailed a church was built on this fpot. I t is faid, that the 
Jews were miraculoufly hindred from rebuilding the Temple , when 
Jul ian the apoftate encouraged them to it, in order to prove that text o£ 
Scripture to be falfe, <c that one ftone fhould not be left on another" of 
that Jewifti temple ; but the Chriftians built a church on this fpot, 
which the Saracens, under Omar, converted into a mofque,- and when Jeru-
falern was taken in the holy war, it was again made a place of Chriftian 
worfliip. At prefent there is a beautiful oftagon mofque in the middle of 
the court, covered with a dome. The plan of it, and of the other build
ings in that court, and the elevation of the mofque, as I took them by 
the eye, and confequently without fcale, may be feen in the third plate.. 
A is the plan of the mofque; B the upright; C the colonades, which 
have a grand appearance, and are of very good Corinthian architecture; 
there are arches turned on the pillars; poflibly thefe might be porticos 
leading to the church of the Chriftians. D is what they now call the 
golden gate, and E I take to be the beautiful gate of the temple. This 
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mofque has a beautiful appearance, the outride of it being cafed with 
tiles of different colours, but chiefly green, and they fay it is the lame 
within. Towards the fouth eaft corner of the area is a mofque F. 
which is an oblong fquare. Part of it is covered with a dome, which 
was the church of the purification, and ftands north and fouth ; it is 
laid to have belonged to a nunnery. I went through a garden without 
the walls to the fouth end of this building, in which there are eight of 
nine tiers of very large ftones, and fo there are to the weft, under a 
noble building of hewn ftone G. which might be part of the nunnery ; 
there are alfo feme remains at H to the eaft. Formerly there was a way 
to fome vaults under thefe buildings, which has been flopped up. The 
building to the fouth was probably the fpot where the houfe of Solomon 
ftood. There feems to have been a deep foffee to the north of 
mount Moriah, the eaft part of which is ftill to be feen, and is called 
by the monks the pool of Bethefda. At the eaft end of it, at the en
trance to the court of the temple, are- remains of fome buildings, of very 
large hewn ftone, particularly an entablature in a good tafte, which 
may be part of an entrance that Hadrian might have made to his new 
grove. If this foftee was carried all along to the north of mount MOID O 
riah, it muft have pafied where the houfe of Pilate is now fhewn, which 
part might be filled up with the ruins of the temple. If the Chriftians* 
when they had pofleflion of Jerufalem, had dug here, and in other parts, 
especially to the eaft of the temple, and the fouth of mount Sion, they 
might, without doubt, have found great remains of the materials of the 
temple, and of the palaces on mount Sion ; and probably have been 
able to have pafied fome judgment on the architecture of them. This 
foflee does not feem to.be the pool of Bethefda, which by all accounts 
muft have been to the fouth, or about the fouth weft corner of mount Mo
riah. InSt. Jerom's time there were two pools, one filled by the rain^ the 
other was a reddiih water, as if it retained the colour of the facriflces wafh-
ed in i t ; and I fuppofe it was about the gardens to the fouth of the 
church of the purification, which is within the fite of the court of the 
temple; and the quarter called Ophel was alfo probably in this part of 
the city. For it was at the fouth corner of the temple where the Nethi-
nims lived, who had the care of the facrifices, and might extend to the 
north part of the hill or valley. 

C H A P. IV. 

Of Mount C A L V A R Y . 

IF we fuppofe the hill towards the north weft corner of the prefent Mount Cal
cify to be Gihon, where Solomon was anointed, on which the La
tin convent now ftands ; it is in this cafe probable that Calvary 

or Golgotha was a part of it, that is a fummit of the hill, towards the 
fouth eaft: It was the place where malefactors were ufually executed. 

The emprefs Helena, having, as it is faid, found the crofs here, built 
this magnificent church over the holy fepulchre. The roof was of cy-

prefs, 
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prefs, and the king of Spain giving a new one, what remained of the 
old roof was preferved as reliques, and they make beads of it to this 
day. There is a hole in the top of the dome to give light, as in the 
pantheon at Rome. The gallery above is about three fourths of a circle, 
the opening to the Greek choir, being the other part of the circle. The 
greater part of the gallery belongs to the Latins, and they have an en
trance to it from their convent. The part of the church under the 
gallery is enclofed, and belongs to the people of feveral religions. A 
plan of the church A may be feen in the fourth plate, taken from the 
common drawings of i t ; and 1 mail only mention the feveral places 
that are fhewn in the church, as a reference to it. A is the church 
about the fepulchre. B the choir, belonging to the Greeks, i . The 
entrance of the church. 2. Theftone on which they fay Chrift's body 
was anointed for his burial. To the north of it are the tombs of four 
kings of Jerufalem, not well known, whofe bodies it is thought were 
carried to Chriftendom when the Saracens took the city. 3. The fepul
chre, over which is the building of the plan A ; it is cafed on the out-
fide with grey marble. A view and fe&ion of it may be feen in the fame 
plate. C is the view; D the fe&ion; E the altar, on which the 
body is fuppofed to have been laid ; F the portico ; G the ftone on 
which they fay the angel fat. 4. Where Chrift appeared to Mary Mag
dalene. 5. The place where he appeared to the virgin Mary. 6. Where 
lie ftood. 7. The chapel dedicated to this virion, belonging to the Latins. 
8. The altar of the pillar, at which he was fcourged, where they £hew that 
column, o. The altar of the crofs. 10. The convent of the Latins, to 
which there is no entrance but by the church, and as the church is com
monly kept locked, they receive their provifions by a window in the door. 
12. The chapel of Chrift's prifon. 13. The chapel where they divided 
his garments by lot 5 near this is the chapel of St. Longinus, who pierced 
our Saviour's fide, it being the grot to which he retired on his conver-
fion. To the eaft of this is the chapel of St. Helena, where the crofs 
of Chrift was found, and the crofies of the malefactors in which they 
{hew the marble chair of St. Helena. 19. The chapel, in which 
is the marble pillar whereon Chrift fat when he was crowned. 20. The 
ftairs to the top of mount Calvary. 21. The altar of mount Calvary. A 
view of the two chapels may be feen at A. 22. Where he was nailed to the 
crofs. 23. The place where they fay Ifaac was offered. 24. The place 
of the altar of Melchifedeck. For the Greeks have a notion that Abra
ham met him on mount Calvary. 25. The hole in which the crofs 
ftood, cut out of the rock. 2d. The cleft in the rock, which is feen 
alfo in the chapel of Adam below : At the eaft end of that chapel 
is the altar of Adam, exactly under the place where the crofs was 
fixed; and the Greeks have fome legend that Abraham's head 
was depofited there, his body being buried in Hebron. The cleft in the 
rock above is to the left, or fbuth of the crofs, and is fuppofed to have 
been between Chrift and the bad thief. 27. The fepulchres of Godfrey 
and Baldwin kings of Jerufalem. 28. The place where Mary and John 
ftood to fee Chrift on the crofs. 29. The hole in the Greek choir, 
which they call the navel of the world, and imagine it to be in the 
middle of the earth ; it is under a dome that covers the middle part gf 
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the building. 30. The choir of the church of Golgotha. 31. The 
tower of the church. 3 2. The fepulchre of Jofeph of Arimathaja and 
his fons. 3 3. The chapel of the Syrians below. 3 4. The chapel of 
the Coptis on the ground floor. 35. The chapel of the Armenians. 
36'. The enclofed place for the women. 37. The chapel where the vir
gin Mary flood to fee Chrift on the crofs. 

The Latin fathers have a treafury of plate, and other curious things, 
in the church, but they never open it, left it mould tempt the Turks at 
any time to feize on their riches ; they have a very fine fett of new gilt 
plate for the altar, the prefent of the king of France. But the Greeks 
fhew whatever they have, at the eaft end of their great church, particu
larly a large chalice of gold, the prefent of a prince of Georgia, many 
veftments adorned with pearls, and a great number of vefTels of filver gilt, 
moftly of Gothic workmanfhip. 

Having defcribed the holy fepulchre, and the church that is built Ceremonies 
over it, 1 fhall give an account of the ceremonies I law in this church; iem.er 

and of the manner in which I vifited this and feveral other places. I 
arrived at Jerufalem, as mentioned before, on the nineteenth of March, 
which happened to be Palm^funday of the Latins, and I went that morn
ing into the church of the holy fepulchre to fee their ceremonies. The 
guardian was habited pontifically in rich veftments, pfefented by the late 
emperor. A canopy was erected over the door, and a chair was placed 
under it, in which the guardian fat, and performed fbme offices, and 
afterwards went into the holy fepulchre to blefs the palm branches laid 
on i t : when he came out he fat down again in the chair, and they put 
the palm-branches into his hand ; firft one for himfelf; and the reft be
ing given him, one.by one, he diftributed them to all the congregation; 
who took them kneeling, and kiffed his hand; the priefts then went 
round the holy fepulchre three times, with the palm branches in their 
hands, and ringing an anthem, concluded by going in like manner to 
the ftone of un&ion. 

On the twenty-fecond, being Wednefday in paflion week, I vifited 
the places which our Saviour pafTed in the way to Calvary, and went 
through the valley to the eaft and fouth of Jerufalem, and part of the 
Weftern valley; and in the afternoon we all went into the church of the 
holy fepulchre, and the doors were kept locked till Friday. 

Within the church there is a fmall convent belonging to the Latins, 
to which there is no entrance but by the church; and here we took upl 
our abode. On the twenty-third the guardian oh his knees performed 
the ceremony of warning the feet of twelve priefts, who were feated be
fore the door of the holy fepulchre, and he gave a crofs into the hands 
of each of them. I faw this ceremony performed the week following by the 
Armenians and Greeks. At the Armenian convent the bifhop was girded 
with a blue towel, and kneeled within a rail, the prieft fitting in a great 
chair without it, and putting his feet into a bafon within the rail, the bi
fhop wafhed his feet with the towel, and rubbed them with fweet poma
tum. The Greek ceremony was more extraordinary,- it was performed 
on the flairs on the outfide of the church of the holy fepulchre, that 
leads to the chapel of the bleffed virgin, where fhe ftood to fee Chrift cru
cified. The bifhop went to the top of the flairs, and the twelve priefts 
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flood on each fide of them. After the bifhop had ufed fome form of 
devotion, he was unrobed, and had a towel tied a-crofs from each moul
der, and a filk towel round his middle. He then went to the bottom of 
the flairs, and a large bafon of filver gilt, with water in it boiled on 
lweet herbs, being held under the feet of .the prieft, and one pouring 
water on them out of an ewer, the bifhop with his hands warned the feet, 
wiped and kiffed them, the prieft at the fame time killing the ear of the 
bifhop: The uppermoft prieft reprefenting Peter, made a fpeech that he 
fhould not wain his feet; which being anfwered by the bifhop, he fub-
mitted to have that honour done to him. The bafon then being brought 
up to the bifhop, he often dipped a large lettice into it, and feveral 
times fprinkled all the people; then the water was thrown on them, and 
they crouded to wipe the vafe with their handkerchiefs, and went fo far 
as to take the herbs out of the caldron in which the water was boiled. 

On the twenty-fourth, which was Good-friday, the Latins performed 
their difcipline in an enclofed part of the gallery, early in the morning, 
before it was light; and they eat late in the fame place on their knees, 
having nothing but bread, raw onions, and water. In the evening their 
proceflion began to the chapel of the facrament, where one of the monks 
preached in Italian; then going on to the chapel where they divided 
Chrift's garments, a French fermon was preached there. A Spaniard ha-
rangued in his native tongue at the pillar of reproach, and a French fer
mon was preached at the place where Chrift was nailed to the crofs. At 
the place of the crucifixion an Italian fermon was preached, and two 
monks performed the ceremony of taking the fmall ftatue of Chrift 
from the crofs; and as they took out the nails, fhewed them to the 
people, who at the fight of them beat their breafts. The ftatue being 
wrapped up in a* white fheet, was carried by four of them to the ftone 
of unclion, where it was anointed and perfumed 5i—and this being oppo-
fite to the great door, where the Mahometans on the outfide might hear 
the fermon, one of them preached in Arabick. The ftatue was then 
carried and laid in the fepulchre, and the people were harangued in 
Spanifh, and fo the ceremony concluded about eleven a clock. 

On Eafter eve, the twenty-fourth, the door of the church was opened, 
as it was the day before, for all perfons to come in ; but the Turks in-
fifted on having fome gratuity from every one that entered. The Latins 
celebrated the mafs of the refurredHon, and at Gloria in excelfis, a 
cover was let down, and the tapeftry on the front of the holy fepulchre 
appeared, reprefenting the refurre&ion. We were releafedfrom our confine
ment, but returned the next day, which was Eafter funday, when the Latins 
celebrated their offices; and the whole body clothed in rich veftments, with 
candles in their hands, went in proceflion three times round the holy 
fepulchre, three filver croffes being carried before them, and certain of
fices were read at a desk on each fide of the fepulchre. As it was the 
Palm funday of the oriental churches, they performed their ceremonies 
of diftributing the palm branches, and feverally went in proceflion round 
the fepulchre; that of the Armenians being the moft grand and So
lemn. 

On the thirtieth, we went to fee feveral things in the city, as the beau
tiful gate of the temple; the hofpital of faint Helena ,• and the Greek 
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convent adjoining to the church of the holy fepulchre; they £hew there 
in a chapel the very place where, they fay, Ifaac was offered; we went 
by the iron gate to faint James's church of the Armenians, and to -all 
that quarter. On the fecond of April we vilited Jeremiah's prifbn and 
grot, and what are called-the fepulchres of the kings to the north. On 
the thirteenth we faw the part of mount Sion without the walls, and the 
fouth end of the old temple, near the church of the purification that 
belonged to the old nunnery. On the fourteenth we vifited all the 
places about the mount of Olives, Bethany, and Bethphage. On the 
Sixteenth we went out with the fheik of Siloe up to the mount of Olives, 
the place of the alcenfion, and faw the village of Siloe, and mountain 
of offence, and returned by the weftern valley. On the feventeenth we 
took another view of the vale of Jehofaphat. And on the twentieth 
traced the old walls to the north, and reviewed the places that way; and 
it will appear in the following account, how the reft of the time was 
fpent in feeing the places at fome diftance from Jerufalem. 

C H A P . V. 
Of the quarter in JERUSALEM called BEZETHA, and of 

the fepulchres called the fepulchres of the kings. 

TH E fourth part of the city, called Bezetha, was a fuburb to the Bezetha 
north, inhabited by the lower fort of people, and it was en-
compaffed with a flight wall before the time of Agrippa; but he be

gun to make it very ftrong, and it Was finifhed by the jews. This was 
called the firft wall in the attack u£ tbe city, und the third With regard 
to the time when it Was built. The wall about Aefa was the fecond; 
and that which encompafied mount Sion was the firft that was built, 
and is called the third in befieging the city. The wall about Bezetha 
was the firft that Was taken by Titus; he then took the fecond about 
Acra, and afterwards the wall about Sion; he then made himfelf maftef 
of the caftle of Antony, and next of the temple,- and laft of all, he 
took the citadel of mount Sion. Endeavouring to trace the wall round 
Bezetha, I thought I faw fome imperfect remains of it ftretching about 
a quarter of a mile to the fouth from the north Weft corner of the pre-
fent walls, to which a point of Acra might extend. I imagined I law the 
corner of this wall to the north weft, and figns of a foflee extending 
to the eaft, near a long ciftern, which is fouth of the mount of foap afhes, 
and fo along over the valley of Croum, that is, of gardens or vineyards; 
and likewife to the fouth of what they call the fepulchres of the kings; 
and then to the eaftern valley, where, turning fouth, it joined the fecond 
wall. This feeros probable, becaufe the fituation of the mount of fbap 
afhes juft without the Walls is very natural. Thefe gardens alfb feem to be 
thofe where Titus was in fuch great danger when he came to reconnoitre 
the city \ I faw to the north of the vale of gardens a great heap of ruins 
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on a rifing ground, which might be fome work of the Romans in attack
ing the city. For it cannot well be fuppofed that the walls extended fo 
far, and that thefe are the ruins of the tower Pfephinus, which was fe-
venty cubits high, and was at the north weft corner of the city. It is 
more probable that this might be Sapha, or the place of profpeet, which 
was about a mile to the north of the old city, where Titus aud Ceftius 
encamped; but it is more remarkable on account of another piece of 
hiftory... For when Alexander had taken Tyre and Gaza, and was come 
to this place to attack Jerufalem ; the priefts came out in their veft-
ments, and all the people cloathed in white to meet him, which was 
doubtlefs the habit of ceremony, who being ftruck with the fight, ador
ed the name of God on the prieft's breaft-plate, and entering into the 
temple, facrificed there, and was greatly pleafed when the high prieft 
fhewed him thofe parts of fcripture that prophefied of his conqueft of 
all the world. 

There was a broad ftreet from the gate of Ephraim, and one part of 
this quarter was called mount Bezetha, which feems to be the height 
over the grot of Jeremiah, and this probably was the fite both, of the 
camp of the Aflyrians when they took Jerufalem, and alfo of Titus's camp 
when he had taken ,this outer part of the city m. The cave of Jere
miah, where they fay he wrote his Lamentations, is a very large grot 
opening to the fouth, a little without the prefent walls, which feems to have 
been a quarry.. To the fouth of it,, near the walls, is a fmall pool full 
of dirty water. This they call Jeremiah's prifon, into which they fay 
that prophet was let down; but on what authority I know not. 

S^s ofPthe ^ e fepukhres °n the put fide of the walls to be fuppofed north of Beze-
kings. tha, are called the Sepulchres of the kings, which name feems to be 

taken from Jofephus, who fays the wall went by the fepulchres of the 
kings. . H e fays, alfo,, that, k rurLalo»g^47j-th^ fepulchre of Helena, 
queen of Adiabene, and I mould take this to be that fepulchre ; and 
that it is fome corruption of Jofephus to mention any fepulchre of the 
Kings in this part,,which I do not find fpokenof by other antient writers. 
The fepulchre of Helena is mentioned as having three pyramids over it-
and Villalpandus, defcribing them asfepulchres of the kings, takes notice 
of one pyramid, ftanding over them in his time, which is a great proof 
that it .was the fepulchre of Helena ; the other two probably having been 
deftroyed,, as the third has been taken away fince his time. Thefe are 
the moft. remarkable and beautiful fepulchres about Jerufalem. A plan 
of them may be feenin the fifth plate. A. is the court before the en^ 
trance to them, which faces to the eaft; it is cut ten feet down into the 
rock. The long court B. to the fouth of it, is feparated by a partition of 
the folid rock. There are now no remains of the ancient entrance, which 
probably was by fteps down from the eaft: For at prefent they defcend 
by the narrow court B. at a place where the rock is a little broken away ; 
and C,is a door, the top of which is cut archwife, the ground being near as 
high as the arch. The entrance is by a portico D. with a pilafter on each 
fide; over it is a fine entablature cut in the rock, as reprefented in the 
fame plate at O. . The architraves are cut in a particular manner; and 
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one of them is adorned with a running foliage ; the freeze alio is beauti
fully ornamented m. The room E. which leads to the feveral apartments 
of the fepulchres, is about five or fix feet high, and fo are the others. 
The firft apartment a. has no cells in it. The next b. has cells on three 
fides. To the right at c. ftands the ftone door, which has been thought 
fbmething extraordinary; it is two feet and a half wide, five feet and a 
half long, and five inches thick ; it is left rough within, and is feen at 
F ; it turns in two fockets, above and below, and pofiibly it might be 
lifted out of the lower focket, or by cutting a grouve, be let in, and the 
hole fo artfully filled up with ftone as not to be feen, at leaft after fb 
many ages: But it is thought by fome to have been hewn out of this 
rock, and never to have been out of the place ; which is not fo difficult 
to be accounted for, if we fuppofe that in cutting out the apartment, 
A, B, C, D. in this plate, they firft cleared the place A, B, C. and 
having left fufficient rock from B to E to be hewn into a door, 
they might (hape out the door, and feparate it all round from 
the rock with great eafe, except towards the corners, where, 
though with fome difficulty, they might with proper tools clear away 
the rock, and form the hinges, by which it was to turn. The door 
places, if I miftake not, are cut archwife at top on the out fide, and ifi. 
a ftrait line within. Beyond this door is the apartment d. in which is a 
femicircular nich e. to the left, all the other niches being cut in the fame 
manner. Thefe, and the two fteps at the end, feem to have been defigned 
to lay bodies on. In this room are fome broken ftone coffins, with femicir-
-cular covers belonging to them, thofe in the other rooms being of the fame 
kind : On each fide of thefe coffins are three rows of foliage in relief. 
Another ftone coffin has a relief of five rofes cut on each fide, and a 
kind of lilly at the end. In the other cells the floors that are marked * 
are cut down fo as to receive the body or coffin; that which is marked >fr 
is divided into two parts. The feveral cells o. which are very little, feem 
to have been defigned for fmall bodies, and are commonly about three 
feet high. The room g. has a walk round it to the cells, the reft being 
cut down near two feet lower; and the room h. is in the fame manner, 
except that there is no walk on one fide of it. 

C H A P . VI. 
Of the places near the walls of J E R U S A L E M . 

AT the eaft end of the ftreet, which is north of the temple, aiid of Gate of Sc 
of the houfe of Pilate, is the gate of St. Stephen. Without this tep ^ 
gate, which is on the eaft fide of the city, that faint was put to 

death j and going down a fteep defcent towards the vale of Jehofophat, 
they fhew a part of the rock a. on which, they fay, St. Stephen's body 
fell when he was ftoned, and made an impreffion on the rock. 

We came down into the valley to the bed of the brook Kedron, which 
is but a few paces over, and in many parts the valley itfelf is no wider: 

m Under the two middle triglyphs the rock So that it feems as if there had been fome relief 
is rough, and left lower than in other parts. there, probably either of an eagle or angel. 
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Brook Ke- Mount Olivet is to the eaftof it. This brook rifes a little way further to the 

r0D' north j the valley, as I apprehend, not extending far that way : There 
is no water in it, except after great rains or mowers: The bed of the 
torrent is narrow and deep ; there is a bridge, over it below the gate of St. 
Stephen; and they fay, when there is water, it all runs under ground to 
the north of the bridge, unlefs the torrent fwells much, which had hap
pened, but once in feveral years, and was then occasioned by great 
mowers of rain. This brook runs along the valley of Jehofophat and 
Siloe at the fouth weft corner of the city, and then turning fouth, it runs 
to the dead fea. 

Sepulchre of Paffing over this bridge, and going to the left, we came by a def-
tfanr!8"1 c e n t °^ feve ral ftePs down to the fepulchre of the blefled virgin. On 

one fide there is a door place walled up, which is about half way down 
to it, of which they can give no account: But it is probably the fe
pulchre of Melifendis, queen of Jerufalem, who is faid by fome authors 
£o have been buried here. Below they mew the fepulchres of Anna, 
Joachim, and Jofeph, as well as that of the blefled virgin, about the lat
ter all the different profeffions have their altars, the whole is cut out of 
.the rock. We returned into the valley, and on the eaft, adjoyning to 
.this, we came to the grotto c. in which our Saviour was in an agony, on 
account of his approaching fufferings. To the fouth, at the foot of mount 
Olivet, is the garden of Gethfemane d. in which there are feven old 
.olive trees, faid to have been there in our Saviour's time. A little above 
this, in the road up the mount of Olives, is the ftone d. on which they 
fay the blefted virgin's girdle fell at her afcenfton, and left an impref-
£on. 

Gqing along the foot of mount Olivet to the fouth, there is a ftone 
where the difciples ilept, whilft Chrift prayed. A little further at 
n. they fay he was betrayed by Judas. We came to another bridge over 
the brook Kedron, where it is faid Chrift was thrown down as they 
were leading him to the magiftrate: And beyond it, near the bed of 
the brook, is a ftone on which they fhew the print of his feet, fup-
pofed to be made as they were thrufting him along. 

The fepulchre of Jehofophat is cut out of the rock at the foot of the 
hill to the eaft, with fome apartments in it. The entablature of the 
portico, hefore it, may be feen at A. in the fifth plate. Over this are the 
fepulchres of the Jews ; it is faid to be the place where Judas put 
an end to his life. And they tell pilgrims that the olive tree which 
grows on the fpot, marked b, is the very tree on which he hanged him-
felf. 

Abfaiom's To the fouth weft of the fepulchre of Jehofophat is what they call 
Pl11an the pillar of Abfalom3 h. who having no fon, and defiring to keep his 

name in remembrance, reared up for himfelf a pillar in the king's dale, 
calling it after his own name, and it obtained the name of Abfaiom's 
place, m. {ofephus calls it a maible pillar; but as he fays it was two 
furlongs from Jerufalem, though, this vale, in which Kedron runs, might 
be the king's dale; yet as the diftance does not agree, it may be doubt
ed whether this really was that monument; and it feems more probable 
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that it was farther to the fouth weft, beyond the vale of'Gehinnom. 
But if this was the king's dale in which Melchifedeck king of "Salerri 
came to meet Abraham n, it would be a circumftance to prove, that 
Jerufalem was the ancient Salem. If we fuppofe that this was the pillar 
of Abfalom, cut out of the rock, and raifed higher by art, it rnuft 
have been much altered fince that time, as it appears in the fixth 
Plate: for it is now of the Ionic order, which probably was not in
vented at that time. It is not unlikely that fome perfons have long 
fince beautified thefe places, according to the rules of Greek architecture, 
particularly this, and the tomb of Zachariah. There is a room cut out 
of the rock in Abfalom's pillar, confiderably above the level of the 
ground on the outride ; the plan of it is in the fame plate. There are 
niches in the fides of the room, probably defigned to receive coffins or 
bodies: The entrance is by a hole, which feems to have been lately 
broke out; and if it ferved as a fepulchre, there might be fome under
ground entrance now clofed up, as I was informed there is to the tomb 
of Zachariah, which, they fay, is known to the Jews, and that they 
privately carry their dead to it. The upper part of the fepulchre, which 
is round, is built of very large ftones, and it is altogether very beautiful. 
The heap of ftones on the outfide has been thought to be a proof", that 
it is the pillar of Abfalom, and that the ftones were thrown there in de-
teftation of his rebellion againft his father; but this cuftoiri may have 
taken its rife from a notion of its being Abfalom's pillar. This is the 
laft thing feen in this vale on the eaft fide of the city from the north; 
and consequently about that place the vale begins to turn to the weft, 
and make the fouthern bounds of the city, being oppofite to the fouth 
eaft corner of mount Moriah, and of the buildings of the temple. 

A little further to the weft is a fepulchre, faid to be that of Za- Sepulchre of 
chariah, the foh of Barachiah, whom the Jews flew between the Zachariah* 
temple and the altar; it is entirely cut out of the rock, which, at 
a little diftance, is of a confiderable height on three fides of i t ; it 
may be obferved, that there are fome things very particular in the execu
tion of the Ionic order; as may be feen in the feventh plate. Between 
thefe two monuments there is a grotto in the rock, i. with a portico be
fore it, in which it is faid faint James flayed until he faw Chrift after his 
refurreftion. 

Crofting the brook, we came to a fountain to the right, k. which is Fountain of 
thought by fome to be the dragon-well, mentioned by Nehemiah t ; it ^ 
is commonly called the fountain of the bleffed virgin, where, they fay, 
fhe wafhed our Saviour's linnen; there is a defcent down to it of many 
fteps, and a channel is cut from it in under the rock, which might con
vey the water to the city. The Mahometans have a praying place be
fore it, and often come here to wafli. It may be confidered, whether 
this was not really the antient fountain of Siloe, which was fo far under the 
hill, that it could not be commanded in time of war by fuch as were 
not mafters of that part of the city, as it might be defended to great ad
vantage from the hill over i t ; and poffibly it was carried in under the 
city by channels leading to certain refervoirs, from which they might 
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draw up the water. This fountain feems to have flowed into a bafin called 
the pool of Siloe, and probably is the fame as the lower pool. From this 
place the valley towards the weft is much wider than it is in the other 
parts. 

A little beyond this fountain, the fhallow vale between mount Sion 
and Moriah begins, which is much higher than that in which Kedron 
runs, being the end of the valley called Millo, that divides thofe hills. 
There is a gentle afcent by it up to the city walls, and going into this 

Pool of v a l e about an hundred paces, we came to the pool of Siloe, t. The en
trance of it is towards the city, and there is a defcent by feveral fteps 
to a pool about twenty feet wide, fifty-five feet long, and ten feet deep 
from the flairs, having a bench on each fide of it, and eight pillars. 
The water runs into it from a channel cut under the rock, and they fay, 
comes from the temple, and other parts where they walh; and therefore 
is not fit to be drunk; poflibly this might be the pool of Bethefda, 
which may be the fame as that which Nehemiah fays was the pool that 
was made, and Jofephus calls the pool of Solomon. The pool of Be
thefda, we know, was remarkable for extraordinary cures on the firfl: 
perfon that went into it after a certain time: In that pool the Nethi-
nims waihed their Sacrifices; and Ophel, where they lived, feems to 
have been in this quarter; tho' from Nehemiah's account, one would 
conje&ure that it extended alfo to the north. Near this pool at a white 
mulberry-tree, m. they fay, Ifaiah was fawn afunder, by the order of 
Manafleh ; and here, it is to be fuppofed, he was buried under the oak 
Rogel: It is probable the king's gardens were over this vale in which the 
tree of Rogel is mentioned. A little above the pool Siloe on the fide of 
mount Moriah, is a part of the rock, n. on which poflibly the tower of 
Siloam was built, and above it there is an ancient grotto. 

Siloe. Oppofite to this valley, on the other fide of the brook, is what they 
call the village of Siloe ; it is over the valley towards the foot of the hill, 
and confifts of a great number of grottos cut out of the rock, fome of 
which have porticos, and are adorned with the plain Egyptian cornifh; 
they call it a village, becaufe thefe grots are now inhabited by Arabs, but 
they feem to be antient fepulchres. The fheik of Siloe, who fhewed 
me every thing there, led me a little way to the north of Siloe, to a 

Gethfemane. houfe cut out of the rock, which, he faid, was called Gethfemane; 
where there is a flat fpot of ground, on the fide of the hill, extending 
like a terrace to the north; and it is not improbable that this was the 
fite of the village of Gethfemane, and that it might ftretch near as far as 
the place now called the garden of Gethfemane. This place was for
merly covered with olive-trees, but it is. now without any improvement; 
and any one who fees the defblate country about Jerufalem, may con
clude what a fad alteration all thefe parts have undergone fince the time 
of Jofephus, who fays, that the whole territory abounded in trees. 

Weil of Ne- At the end of this valley, which is fouth of the city, and runs to the 
weft, is Nehemiah's well, r. where the brook Kedron turns to the fouth, 
and the valley of Rephaim joins it from the north. It is faid Jeremiah 
hid in this place the holy fire when the firft temple was deftroyed, and 
fearching for it, they found water which Nehemiah ordered to be thrown 

on 
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on the Sacrifice on which it began to burn. It is an oblong fquare well, 
which I found by a plummet, to be a hundred and twenty two feet 
deep, and that the water was eighty feet high, and they told me that 
fbmetimes it overflowed. 

This valley to the fouth of Jerufalem, and it may be part of that to Gehinnom, 
the eaft, was Gehinnom, or the valley of Hinnom, having antiently be
longed to the fons of Hinnom p, and was part of the bounds be
tween the tribes of Benjamin and Judah. This place became infamous 
on account of their parting their children here thro' the fire to Molech, 
the God of the Ammonitesq; it was called alfo Tophet, which fignifies a 
trumpet, from their founding that inftrument, that the cries of the 
children might not be heard; and i t is thought that the name of Ge
henna is given to Hell from this place, on account of the diabolical Sa
crifices that were offered here. It is probable that the grove of Molech 
was in this quarter, where his worfhippers facrificed to him, and com
mitted many other abominations. The mountain of offence was like-
wife over this valley, where Solomon is fuppofed to have built a temple 
to the deity of the Ammonites r. 

I turned to the north into the valley of Rephaim, or Giants, in which Valley of 
David twice vanquifhed the Philiftiness, and tailed the place where he ̂ P1*3*"-
burnt their images Baal-perazim *f\ This valley is broader, and not fo 
deep as thofe to the fouth and eaft. I went up the hill to the weft, op-
pofite to the end of the vale of Hinnom, and faw a great number of 
Sepulchral grots cut out of the rock, many of which have beautiful door-
places ; among them is the grottos where, it is faid, the apoftles hid 
themfelves after our Saviour's crucifixion. A little further to the north is 
Aceldama, that is, the field of blood, which is faid to be the fpot that Aceldama, 
was purchafed by the chief priefts to bury ftrangers in, with the money 
which Judas returned, as confcious that it was the price of innocent 
blood*: it is an oblong fquare cavern, about twenty-fix paces long, 
twenty broad, and feemed to be about twenty feet deep; it is enclofed 
on every fide, either with the rock or a wall, an4 covered over j there 
are fix holes in the top by which one may look down into it, and by 
thefe they throw in the bodies: It belongs now to the Armenians, They 
talk much of a vertue in this earth to confume dead bodies; and, it is 
faid, that feveral {hip-loads of it were carried to what they call the Campo 
Santo in Pifa. Over Aceldama, to the fouth eaft of the road to Beth
lehem, is the hill of evil counfel, where it is faid the Jews took counfel, 
and determined to put Jefus to death. I faw feveral other fepulchrai 
grottos, as I defcended from this place into the vale that is to the 
weft of the city : There is a bafin in it which is about two hundred 
and fifty paces long, and a hundred broad; the bottom is very nar
row, and the rock on each fide appears like fteps : This bafon is 
made by building a wall acrofs the valley; it is commonly called the 
pool of Beerfheba, but feems to be the lower pool of Gihon; it is 
generally dry, but probably it was defigned to receive not only the rain 

P Jof. xv. 8. s 2 Sam. v. 18. t Chron. xiv. 9. 
1 2 Chron. xxviii. 3. -f- 2 Sam. v. 20. 
1 1 Kings xi. 7. * Mat. ixvii. 7, 8. Acts i. 19. 
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waters, but alfo the fuperfluous waters from the upper pool of Gihontt. At 
the north end of it there is a caufeway, which leads to the road to Bethlehem. 
There is a channel on it from Solomon's aqueducl, which fupplies a ciftern 
on each fide of the caufeway, and one at the end of it, where there is 
plenty of water; above this the valley is not fo deep, but capable of re
ceiving a great quantity of water. About a hundred paces to the north 
the aqueduct from Solomon's pool croffes the vale, the water running 
part of the way on nine arches, from four to fix feet high; it is then 
conveyed round the hill on the weft fide of mount Sion, and fo round 
to the city and temple by a covered channel on the ground. 

Pool of Gi- Near a mile to the north north weft is the pool of Gihon, which I 
fuppofe to be the upper pool; it is a very large bafin, and, if I miftake 
not, is cut down about ten feet into the rock, there being a way down 
to it by fteps; it was almoft dry at that time, and feeras defigned to 
receive the rain waters which come from the hills about i t : There is a ca
nal from the pool to the city, which is uncovered part of the way, and 
it is faid, goes to the pool in the ftreets near the holy fepulchre, and 
when there is a great plenty of water, it runs to the pool already men
tioned to the weft of the city ; for the defign of thefe pools feems to 
have been to receive the rain water for the common ufes of the city, and 
probably even to drink in cafe of necefiity. 

Mount Gi- j t j s w e j j k n o w I l j t n a t Solomon was crowned on mount Gihon, and 
if the tradition be true, that the ceremony was performed near this pool, 
it might be concluded that the high ground to the north of it was that 
mount ; but it feems more probable, as already obferved, that mount 
Gihon was the height on which the Latin convent ftands. I do not 
find where the fountain of Gihon was, though it is moft probable, that 
it rofe either in the upper pool, or out of the high ground about it. 

SethT°meS * & a ^ conclude this chapter, with an account of fome cere-
Greefc,. monies of the Greeks at Eafter, especially of the moft remarkable one 

relating to the holy fire. 
On the firft of April, the Good-friday of the Greeks, they performed 

in the evening, the ceremony of taking Chrift down from the crofs; and 
a little after midnight they began fome other ceremonies in a very tu
multuous and indecent manner: Firft, they wrap'd up a man in a cloth, and 
carried him on their fhoulders three times round the fepulchre, the mob run
ning round and hollowing; they then laid him down before the outer 
door of the fepulchre, and after playing feveral tricks with him, he got 
up ; and this is their reprefentation of the refurre&ion. Others were car
ried about in the fame manner, but not covered -y there was a perfon al
fo who walked round the fepulchre, with another (landing on his fhoul
ders, who talked and made figns to the people; and all thefe things were 
imitated by the boys, who, in a very indecent manner, leaped on one 
anothers backs, lome throwing others down, and pulling off their caps; 
and the country people ran hollowing round the fepulchre; infomuch 
that any one would have taken it rather for a fociety of Bacchanals than 
a Chriftian affembly. 

u 2 Chron. xxxii. 30. 
The 
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The Turks, and even the governor of Jerufalem, as is cuftomary,The h 

came to fee the ceremony of the holy fire: As foon as he arrived all was 
quiet. The Latins fay, that in the firft ages, on Eafter-eve, the fire 
defcended from heaven into the fepulchre, and lighted their lamps. But 
this miracle failing about the fifth or fixth'century,"the Catholics wrote t o 
Rome in relation it, and received an anfwer, that fince providence did not 
continue to ad: fupernaturally in this refpect, they ought not to endeavour 
to impofe on the people ; that fince that time the Greeks have pretend
ed to be in poffeflion of the miracle, and made the people believe it. 

The lights were put out all over the church, and firft of all the Greek 
young men came running like madmen towards the holy fepulchre, 
carrying ftandards: The guardian of their convent, and fome other 
Greek priefts brought into the holy fepulchre a large glafs lamp that 
was not lighted. The Greek proceffion began with fhouts of the people; 
the priefts came firft, followed by their bifhop, and went three times 
round the holy fepulchre: Then the bifhop went alone into the fepul
chre. The Armenian biihop, who was grey headed, and very infirm, 
followed immediately afterwards, and was thruft in with much diffi
culty; but, I think, only permitted to wait within, by the door; the 
Armenians not being allowed a part in the fecret of this ceremony. The 
Coptic and Syrian bifhops, if I miftake not, endeavoured to go in, but 
were not permitted : The Turks all the while guarded the door of the 
fepulchre, and money was given them to permit people to be near, that 
they might light their tapers firft at the holy fire. They were not in the 
fepulchre half a quarter of an hour before the door was opened, and a 
great number of fmall lighted candles held out ; and happy was the per-
fbn that could light his candles firft. Young men flood reaching out 
with their bare arms, having twenty or thirty candles tied together, to 
light them among the firft. But to avoid any great inconveniences by-
the crowd, two perfons held their lighted candles at a diftance, in two 
different parts of the area, that others might more conveniently light 
their tapers. Some who had the holy fire, being furrounded, and al-
moft fmothered by the crowd that prefled about them, were forced to 
brand the candles in the faces of the people in their own defence; and 
fome go fo far as to fay, that this fire will not burn their beards. With 
much difficulty the Greek and Armenian bifhops went out with candles 
in their hands: In a little time all the tapers were lighted, and the 
church was foon filled with the fmoak of them, as they kept their lights 
burning for fome time. It is faid the. Greeks think themfelves obliged to 
carry on this affair, in order to bring pilgrims to Jerufalem ,• for the 
people let fo great a value on this fire, that it is thought they 
would not otherwife come, which might ruin the Greeks, who live by 
this concourfe of pilgrims. After this ceremony was over they made the 
firft tonfure of two Armenian boys near the fepulchre; a barber warn
ing their heads with rofe water ; and fhaving them; the women that were 
related to them making a fhrill noife, according to their cuftom, as a 
teftimony of joy ; then began the proceffion of the Armenians, Coptis, 
and Syrians, the two boys in furplices following the deacons with can
dles in their hands. 

3 C H A P . 
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C H A P . VII. 

Of the Mount of OLIVES, BETHANY, and B E T H -
P H A G E . 

Mount of A1 | <HE high hill to the eaft of the city is commonly known by the 
I name of the mount of Olives: It is not a lingle hill, but is part 

of a ridge of hills, which extends to the north, and alfo to the 
fouth weft. The mount of Olives has four fummits, which I fhall de-
fcribe in their order. 

Going about half a quarter of a mile to the northward from the north 
eaft corner of the city, I went down to the eaftern valley, and went up 
the mount of Olives by a very eafy afcent, through pleafant corn fields, 
planted with olive trees: About half way up I came to a plain Ipot, 
called by the Arabs Calilee, conjectured by fome to have its name from 
an inn of the Galileans, thought to have been there ; others, chiefly 
the Roman catholicks, fuppofe it is derived from the angel's faying to the 
difciples, " Ye men of Galilee, why ftand ye here looking up into hea-
" ven ;" and by them it is called, The men of Galilee. There are fome 
ruins in this place. We went from it to the fummitof the hill further to 
the eaft, called by the Arabs Selman-Tafhy (The ftone of Selman) probably 
from fome fepulchre there; for there is a large one covered with a 
dome, and about it are feveral other Mahometan tombs. The Dead 
Sea is feenfrom this place, and from feveral other parts of the hill. 

chCLft°f r ^ e w e n t o n t o t n ^ fummit, from which our Saviour afcended up in-
cenfion. to heaven; over it is a fmall Gothic chapel C ; it is round within, and 

octagon without, and ftands in the middle of a large enclolure, with 
{ome buildings about it, and is now converted into a mofque, belong
ing to a Mahometan convent, in which there is only one derviche: Pil
grims pay a great devotion to what they are told is the print of our Sa
vour's foot, that was made when he afcended up into heaven, and 
points towards the fouth. On Afcenfion eve, the Chriftians come and 
encamp in the court, and that night they perform the offices o£ the AP 
cenfion. The Latins ere6t two altars in the chapel, and the Arme
nians, Greeks, and Coptis have each of them an altar againft the wall 
of the enclofure, and Chriftians at all times have free admittance : At 
the fouth weft corner of the buildings round the court, is the cell of 
Pelagia, the harlot of Antioch, who performed a long penance here in 
the habit of a man;. it not being known who fhe was till the time of her 
death. A little below the height of the hill there is a pillar e. where* 
they fay, Chrift foretold the day of judgment. 

I went a fecond time to the top of this hill from the garden of Geth-
femane. The flrft place we came to was a building on the left £ where 
Chrift wept over Jerufalem, and made that pathetic Ipeech on account 
of the miferies that were coming on it. Higher up, near the top of the 
hill, we turned to the right into a lane, and came to a church g. on 
the left hand, where, they fay, the apoftles compofed the creed; it 

appears 
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appears to have been nfed as a ciftern. A little higher is the place, h. 
where, they fay, our Saviour taught the difciples a fecond time to pray, 
according to the form which he gave to them; there are only fome foun
dations of an antient building, and the remains of a black and white 
Molaic pavement. Below the place where the apoftles compofed the 
creed, to the north-weft of it, are what they call the Sepulchres of the 
prophets, which are very large, having many cells to depofite bodies in ; 
the further end of them they call the Labyrinth, which extends a great 
way; I could not find the end of i t ; this part feems to have been a 
quarry. 

From this place we went fouth weft up to the third fummit of the 
hill, k. on which there are two heaps of ruins; one is about the middle 
of it, the other towards the fouth weft corner, which the Arab told me 
was a convent of Armenians. We then descended to the Jews burial-
place, crofting the road to Jericho, which goes over the hill to Bethany; 
the Arab told us, this part of the hill was called by them Solomone. 
which probably was the name of the Mountain of offence, where Solo-Mountain of 
mon facrificed to ftrange gods. We afcended this hill to the fouth,0 ence* 
which the Chriftians call the Mountain of offence; the fummit of it to 
the eaft is called, The Windmill, probably becaufe there was one there. 
To the fouth of this is a little height, m. and to the north weft is the 
higheft fummit, where there are fbme ruins and broken columns. The 
Arab told us, that there was an Armenian convent alfb here; and that 
the name of this part was Gorek-Nertebet; all this hill is to the fouth of 
the city. I obferved that to the eaft the foil was good, and well im
proved, and that the hills and valleys round had a very pleafant afpecl: 
at this feafbn. r 

We went from the fummit of the afcenfion, about half a mile to 
Bethphage, which was a village on mount Olivet, belonging to the Bethphage; 
priefts: it was two miles from Jerufalem, on a little rifing ground, where 
I faw but a very few ruins. It is faid Chrift mounted the foal of an afs 
at the foot of this height, e. for which, it is conjectured, he had feht to 
this village, as it is over-againft the place where he is fuppofed to have 
been. The Latins had a ceremony of attending their fuperior from 
this place to the city, mounted on an afs, and cloathed in the pon
tifical habit in which they celebrate, the people performing all the 
honours of ftrewing palm-branches, and laying their garments in the 
way. They fpeak of it as a very affecting function, and tho' performed 
by the Latins, yet that Chriftians of all profeflions joined in the Ho-
fannas, and feemed tranfported with a fort of religious extafy. 

From this place we went on to Bethany, which, if I remember, had Bethany. 
only two or three families in it. The firft place that is fhewn is the 
houfe of Simon the leper, p. where there are fome ruins, with a very 
large grotto under them, and two or three fmall ones. A little be
yond it are remains of a fort of caftle, which is a very ftrong building, 
and is faid to be the houfe of Lazarus, q. To the fouth of it is the 
fepulchre of Lazarus, r. It is a grotto cut out of the rock, to which 
there is a defcent of twenty-five fteps; on the fide of the ftairs there 
is a fmall cell, where, it is faid, Mary did penance. There is a paf-
fage from the room into the fepulchre itfelf, which is juft large enough 
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to contain a body, and is three feet high; the entrance to it was proba
bly fhut up with a ftone; and from this place they fuppofe Lazarus came 
forth. We went on to the houfe of Mary Magdalene, r. To the left of 
it is the ftone, s. a part of the rock on which, they fay, our Saviour 
fat, when Martha came to him. Beyond that is the houfe of Martha, 
t. where there are fome foundations cut in the rock, and a fmall ciftern ; 
a little further is the fountain of the apoftles. Returning by the houfe 
of Simon the leper, we came to the road that leads from Jericho to Jeru-
falem, and in our return faw the place to the left, u. where, they iay, 
the fig-tree was curfed. 

It is mentioned as an extraordinary thing, that there were feveral 
houfes in Jerufalem for the people when they came up to worfhip at the 
temple, and that they chofe their habitation in any of them as they 
thought proper, which could be no other than the kanes, according to 
the modern cuftom. There remains an obfervation with regard to 
what is to be feen in and about Jerufalem; that as there are few 
iigns of any antient buildings, it is natural there fhould be but little ac
count of any thing except grottos, pools, and cifterns, which could not 
eafily be deftroyed ; and we are not to expect great remains of that 
city, of which it was foretold, whether literally or not, that the de-
ftrudHon or defolation was to be fuch as never yet happened; and that of 
the moft famous building in it, there fhould not be one ftone left on an
other. 

C H A P . VIII. 
Of the WILDERNESS, the fountain of ELISHA, JERICHO, 

and JORDAN. 

AC C O R D I N G to the ufual cuftom, the great caravan under the 
conduct of the governor of Jerufalem, fet out for the river Jor
dan on Eafter Monday, the twenty-feventh of March, at three 

of the clock in the morning: About thirty of the Latin convent went 
on horfeback; the Armenians joined our part of the caravan, which 
was efcorted by ten loldiers; the camels fet out before, with the wo
men and children, the Greeks coming after us, and the governor brought 
up the rear. We paffed by Bethany, and defcended a great way down 
the hill, having a valley to the right: At the bottom of this hill we came 
to a vale, at the end of which is the fountain of the apoftles, {o 
called, becaufe, they fay, Chrift and his difciples ufually drank of it 
when they went to Jericho. After travelling three or four miles in this 
valley, we came to a road that leads eaftward to Mofes's mofque, where 
the Arabs have a notion that Mofes was buried, and fome of the Maho
metans went to i t ; here, if I miftake not, they find the ftone called 
Hajar Mouse, (The ftone of Mofes) which burns like a coal, does not con-
fume, and has the lame difagreeable fmell as the bitumen of the Dead 
Sea. We afcended a hill to the north, and having travelled about two 
miles, came to a fmall round valley, called the field of Adonim or 
Adomin, that is to fay, the field of blood, becaufe, as they affirm, fre-

i quent 
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quent murders and robberies were committed there, and thole who look 
on the parable in St. Luke as a real fad:, firppofe, that the perfon who 
was going from Jerufalem to Jericho, was robbed here, though it may-
allude to any place in that road remarkable for robberies. We found 
this vale, and the hills about it covered with grafs : Going up a hill we 
came to a ruined kane, and a little higher to another, where, they lay, 
pilgrims formerly lodged the firft night from Jerufalem; it being com
puted about half way to the river Jordan ; we then pafled by another 
vale, and going over rocky mountains, had a view of the plain of Je
richo, which is part of the great plain on both fides of Jordan, that 
extended from the lake of Tiberias to the Dead Sea +. We pafled near 
a very deep vale, in which there was a fmall ftream of water; the de^ 
Icent to the plain was long, and the road bad: Towards the bottom, on 
the north, are ruins of a fmall building, and a larger about a mile to 
the fouth. We crofled over a large ftream, running eaft at the bottom 
of the hill, our courfe being now to the north, and after having gone 
about a mile, we came to a low hill at the foot of the high mountains 
to the weft, which are commonly called the Quarantana, becaufe there 
is an account from tradition, that Chrift was tempted there forty days 
by the devil, and it feems to be the chain of hills, mentioned by Jofe-
phus », as extending from Scythopolis towards Tiberias, to the further 
end of the Dead Sea, and poflibly as far as Idumaea. Going in between 
this hill and the mountains, I faw a large ruined building, oppofite to 
the place where we were to afcend the mountains to the weft, which, 
they lay, are the higheft in all Judaea. As we afcend ed we pafled by 
feveral grottos, and an Arab took a caphar or tax: In the way they 
fhew two or three grots relating to Chrift's temptation, and at the top 
is a chapel, to which no pilgrims are allowed to go ; it is on the fpot, 
from which, they fay, the devil {hewed our Saviour all the kingdoms of 
the earth, and the glory of them. On the eaft of the low hill before-
mentioned, is a large ruinous building, with a channel to it from the 
hill, as if it was defigned to convey the rain water to a ciftern that 
probably was there. There is a canal from it to an aqueduct, 
which is built on high arches, over a fmall valley ; there are remains of 
feveral of thefe arches, which probably diftributed the water over the fields 
that are higher tharr the fountain of Elifha. We pafled by another lit
tle hill, to the north of which is the bed of a torrent, that goes near 
the fountain of Elifha, which is at the end of a wood : The water of Eu â. 
this fpring is very {hallow, and rifes up in feveral parts; it is a foft wa
ter, and rather warm: I found fbme fmall fhell fifh in it of the turbi
nated kind ; there is a round enclofure about it of hewn ftone, in which 
were fix niches, femicircular at top, two of them remain entire. Thefe 
are faid to be the waters which were healed, and made fruitful by Eli-
fha's throwing fait into them, at the requeft of the people of Jericho "t"< 
I obferved, that the country round about it was very fruitful, producing 
good herbage, and a great number of trees. 

We went about a mile through the wood and corn fields to Jericho, Jericho, 
where there are only the remains of two or three houfes, and a fquare 

X Jofephus De bello Jud. iv. 8. " Jofephus De bello Jud. iv. 8. f 2 Kings ii. 19. 
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tower, which they call the houfe of Zachseus, and they pretend to mew 
a tree, on which, they fay, he mounted to fee Chrift. It is well 
known, that Jericho was the firft city that the lfraelites took after they 
had pafled Jor.dan. Mount Nebo, on the other fide of the river, was 
oppofite to this city, from which Mofes took a view of the Holy Land, 
and where he died. 

We encamped about a mile to the fouth of Jericho, and flayed there 
all that day ; there was a fmall wood to the eaft of us, where 1 faw the 
Zoccum tree • the bark of it is like that of the holly, it has very ftrong 
thorns, and the leaf is fomething like that of the Barbary tree ,• it bears 
a green nu t ; the skin or Hem over it is thin, and the nut is ribbed, and 
has a thick fhell, and a very fmall kernel -, they grind the whole, and 
prels an oil out of it, as they do out of olives, and call it a balfam. But 
I take it to be the Myrobaianum mentioned by Jofephus *, as growing 
about Jericho; especially as it anfwers very well to this fruit defcribed 
by Pliny as the produce of that part of Arabia, which was between Judasa 
and iEgypty. Some think that Chrift was crowned with this thorn. A 
further account of it may be feen in the chapter of plants. I did not fee 
here what they call the rofe of Jericho, nor do 1 know any thing of the 
properties of it, but I took a fmall one out of the ground in the defert neat 
Cairo, which appeared to be dead ; it feems to be only a dwarf fhrub, 
fomething of the nature of heath, with a fort of budds or flowers without 
leaves; they grow round, and are commonly pulled up {mall, but are 
from an inch to feven or eight inches in diameter -j \ The Opobalfamum 
alfo grew in thefe parts, which is commonly called the balm of Gilead, 
or balfam of Mecca : I mentioned before, that there is a tradition that 
Cleopatra removed them to iEgypt, and that they might have been neg
lected there, or by fbme accident deftroyed, or transplanted into Arabia 
Felix, the country of Mahomet. 

All pilgrims are treated in the fame manner in this journey ,• they do 
not eat with the monks, but are together in a fmall tent, in which they 
are alfo annoyed by other company, fo that it is advifeable for a pilgrim 
to carry his little tent with him. On the twenty eighth, we fet out 
about two a clock in the morning to go to the river Jordan; we went 
north eaft, and the Greeks foon left us to go fouth eaft ; for thofe of 
both religions propofe to go to the place where Chrift was baptized, 
but happen to differ in their opinions, and are three or four miles wide 
of each other. We palled over the bed of a torrent, about which there 
was verdure and trees; we afterwards found the plain very even, with
out ftones or grafs, nothing growing on it, except a few dwarf Shrubs. 
We arrived at the ruins of St. John's convent about half a mile from the 
river Jordan, where the ground is a little uneven -y it is built chiefly of 
hewn ftone, and is on the brow of a defcent over the plain. It is 

* Jofephus De bello Jud. iv. 8. 
? Myrobaianum Troglodytis, & Thebaidi, 

& Arabia, quse Judseam ab JEgypto diftermi-
nat, commune eft, nafcens unguento, ut ipfo 
nomine apparet. Quo irem indicator & glan-
dem efle arboris, Heliotropio, quam dicemus 
inter herbas, fimili folio. Fruftus magnitu-
dine Avellanse nucis. Ex his in Arabia nafcens 
Syriaca appeilatur—-Sunt qui JEthiopicam iis 

I 

prajferant glandem nigram. E diverfo Ara-
bicam viridem ac tenuiorem, & quoniam fit 
montuofa fpiffior-em. Unguentarii autem 
tantum cortices premunt: Medici nucleos, tun-
dentes affbfa eis paulatim caiida aqua. Plin. 
Hijl. xii. 46. 

t It is called by Botanifts, Thlafpi Rofa de 
Hiericho di&um. Mor. Hift. Ox. 
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thought by fome, that this was the place to which the voice came from The river 
heaven, tc This is my beloved Son :' and that formerly the river Jordan an" 
overflowed to the foot of this height. But as the banks are about fifteen 
feet high, I mould hardly imagine that it ever overflowed them, nor 
could I be informed that it does at prefent. From the high bank indeed 
of the river, there is a defcent in many places to a lower ground, which 
is four or five feet above the water, and is frequently covered with wood: 
Here probably the lyons lay that were roufed by the fudden overflowing 
of Jordan z. The foil feemed to be fait, and had a kind of lalt cake on 
it. The river Jordan is deep and very rapid, it is wider than the 
Tiber at Rome, and may be about as wide as the Thames at Windfbr. 
The water of it is turbid; the river here makes a little turn to the weft, 
and foon after to the eaft. There is a low bank to the north, as des
cribed before, to which the people defcend who dip in Jordan, which 
moft Europeans have the curiofity to do, but not without holding by 
the boughs of the trees, and even this is difficult, becaufe the bank is 
both foft and fteep ,• and the ftream lb rapid, that there is fome dan
ger of being carried away by it, if any one ventured in, without hold
ing by the boughs : For in that cafe a perfon mull be skilful in fwim-
ming, in order to recover the bank, fome pilgrims having been drown
ed, who unadvifedly ventured into the river. They have a notion, that 
the waters of Jordan are like thole of baptifm, and wafh away all fin ; 
lb that the very women go on the bank, and, being ftripped to their 
under garment, get the people to pour the water on them. The La
tins erected altars near the river, and mafs was celebrated by fome of 
the Italians, French, and Spanifh fathers. 

When the children of Ifrael pafled over Jordan, they went fix miles 
and a quarter to Gilgal, where they fet up an altar of twelve ftones, in 
memory of that paffage, at the diftance of a mile and a half from Jeri
cho J. So that it is probable they pafled over the river Jordan about 
this place, which feems to be the neareft part of the river to Jericho, 
and is faid to be about feven miles from it. The convent of St. Je-
rom is either in the road which the Greeks took, or to the fbuth of it. 

We returned the fame way, and a white ftandard being fet up 
on a barrow near the camp, as a mark for all the pilgrims to go to it, 
we directed our courfe that way. The governor was on this height, and 
all the pilgrims pafled by him, one by one, that he might know what 
fees were due to him. That evening, foon after it was dark, the cara
van fet out for Jerufalem, being lighted with chips of deal full of tur
pentine, burning in a round iron frame, fixed to the end of a pole; and 
we arrived at Jerufalem a little before day break. 

r Jer. xlix. 19. and 1. 44. J Jofeph. Antiq. v. 1. Jofh. iv-. 20. 
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C H A P . IX. 

Of St. S A B A and the D E A D SEA. 

ON the third of April, in the afternoon, I fet out for the Dead 
Sea, under the protection of the Arabs of St. Saba. We went 
to the fouth eaft, along the deep and narrow valley, in which 

the brook Kedron runs; it has high rocky hills on each fide, which are 
fhaped out into terraces, and doubtlefs produced formerly both corn and 
wine ; fbme of them are cultivated even at this time. After travelling 
about two miles, we pafied by a village on a hill to the right, called 
Bethfaon, which is feen alfb from Bethlehem. This poffibly might be 
die ftrong caftle of Bethfura, mentioned in the hiftory of the Mac
cabees a ; though it is extraordinary, that a place of fuch importance, 
which was only five furlongs from Jerufalem, mould be mentioned in 
no other writings. About fix miles from Jerufalem we pafied by the 
tents of the Arabs, who were our conductors ,• here we afcended a hill 
to the fouth, from which we had a profpecl: of Sion, the mount of 
Olives, and Bethlehem. We foon came to a ruin called Der-Benalbede, 
which from the. name feems to have been an old convent. We went 
about an hour on the hills, and defcending a little to the fouth, came 
to a lower ground, where we had the firft view of St. Saba; then turn
ing eaft, in lefs than a mile we arrived-at that convent, which is fituat-
ed in a very extraordinary manner on the high rocks over the brook Ke
dron ; there are a great number of grottos about it, fuppofed to have 
been the retreats of hermits. The monaftic and hermit's life was infti-
tuted here in the fourth century by St. Saba; they fay, there have been ten 
thoufand reclufes here at one time ; and fome writers affirm, that in St. 
Saba's time there were fourteen thoufand. The monks of this convent 
never eat flefh ; and they have fuch privileges that no Mahometan can 
enter the convent, under the penalty of paying five hundred dollars to 
the mofque of the temple of Solomon. There are fome ruins of a build
ing, in the way down to the brook Kedron, which probably are re
mains of the novitiate, for breeding up young men to the monaftic life, 
which is mentioned as belonging to the convent. John Damafcenus, 
Euphemius, and Cyril the monk of Jerufalem lived in this retirement, 
which is computed to be equally diftant from Jerufalem, Bethlehem, 
and the Dead Sea, that is, about three hours from each of them. 

On the fourth we fet out for the Dead Sea; we went about a mile to 
the eaft of the brook Kedron, and then afcended to the north, and 
foon came to a plain full of little hillocks, which had fome herbage in 
it, and is much frequented by antelopes; this is the high road from Je
richo to Hebron. We went fome way to the north, and then turned 
to the eaft; we found the hills, which are of white ftone, higher the nearer 
we approached the Dead Sea. At length we came to the fteep rocky 
clifts that hang over it, and make a moft dreadful appearance; the des
cent was very difficult, and we were obliged to leave our horfes, in or-

i 

a 2 Mac. xi. 5, 
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dcr to get to the banks of the Dead Sea, at that part of it which is 
about two miles fouth of the north end of it. 

This lake was called Alphaltites, that is, the lake of Bitumen, on ac- The Dead 
count of the pitch which is found on it. It is bounded to the weft by.Sea-
the tribe of Judah, to the eaft by the antient kingdom of Moab, and 
extends from the north, where the river Jordan falls into it, to the fouth 
as far as Idumaea. Pliny makes it a hundred miles long, twenty five 
broad in the widefl part, and fix where it is narrower!:. Jolephus af
firms, that it was feventy two miles and a half long, and eighteen and 
three quarters broad ; but Diodorus, who fays it was fixty two miles and 
a half long, and feven and a half broad, feems to be nearer the truths 
efpecially as to the breadth, which is commonly faid to be ten miles; 
and the length is generally computed to be fixty; but it did not appear 
to me to be above a league broad, though I might be deceived by the 
height of the mountains on the other fide, and it may be broader in the 
middle: For this and the other extremity of the lake are to be looked 
on as the bays that are mentioned by antient authors at the ends of it. 
It is very extraordinary that no outlet of this lake has been discovered 5 
but it is fuppofed that there muft be fome fubterraneous paflage into the 
Mediterranean. And it may be queftioned whether fo much of the 
water could evaporate as falls into it, not only from the river Jordan^ 
but from the Arnon to the eaft, which divided the kingdom of Moab 
from that of the Ammorrhites, and from that part of the Holy Land, 
which was the tribe of Reuben. I did not obferve any opening where 
the Arnon might fall into the lake, but fuppofe it was further to the 
fouth, the brook Kedron falls alfo into this fea; and it is thought that 
the river Zared in Moab ran into it, and fo doubtlefs muft feveral other 
ftreams from the mountainous countries on each fide, efpecially from 
the eaft, where the hills are high, though they have very little account 
of that country. It is certain, that of late there have been very extra
ordinary inundations of this fea over its lower banks, and fuch as had 
not happened in many years before, becaufe I faw many trees that had 
been killed by the overflowing of it. I alfo obferved feveral dead fhrubs 
in the lake, fo that the water feems of late years to have gained on the 
land. 

There leem originally to have been flime pits, or pits of bitumen in 
this place, which was antiently the vale of Siddim \ And Jofephus + 
faies, that, on the overthrow of Sodom, this vale became the lake Af-
phaltites. Strabo -f- alfo faies, that there was a tradition among the in
habitants, that there were thirteen cities here, of which Sodom was the: 
chief; and that the lake was made by earthquakes and eruptions of fire, 
and hot fulphureous and bituminous waters; and that the cities were 
fwallowed up by them. And he feems to fpeak of it as a certain truth 
that there were fubterraneous fires in thefe parts, as might be conclud
ed from the burnt ftones, the caverns, afhes, and pitch diftilling from 
the ftones, and alfo from ftreams of hot water, which fent forth a ftench 
that was perceived at a great diftance: And likewife from the ruins of 
ancient habitations. 

b Gen. xiv. 3. t Jofeph."Antiq. i. 9. 7 Strabo, xvi< 764. 
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All authors agree that the water of this lake is fait; fome mention that 

it is bitter, and has allum in it t . I found it very fait at this place, tho' 
fo near to the river Jordan : It is a common opinion that the waters of 
that river pafs through it without mixing with the water of the lake, 
and I thought I faw the ftream of a different colour; and poffibly, as it is 
rapid, it may run unmixed for fome way. The water of the.' lake is 
clear, and of the colour of the fea water; I took a bottle of it, and had 
the water analyfed, it was judged that there was nothing in it but fait, 
and it may be a very little allum, tho', when I looked on the water in the 
fea, it appeared as if it had an oily fubftance in it, which 1 have been informed 
is the bituminous or fulphureous matter. On tailing it, my mouth was 
conftringed as if it had been a ftrong allum water: I found a fort of a 
thin cake or cruft of fait on my face after I came out of the lake, in 
which I not only fwam, but dipped feveral times, that the weight of 
the water might have no ill effect; for the perfon who analyfed 
the water informed me, that it weighs as five to four in proportion 
to frefh water. The ftones on the fide of the lake are covered with fe
veral thin coats of a white fubftance, as if each of them was made by a 
different overflowing of the lake; this I was informed confifted of fait 
and bitumen. Pliny fays, that no living bodies would fink in i t c ; and 
Vefpafian tried the experiment, by ordering fome perfons who could not 
fwim, to have their hands tied behind them, and to be thrown into the 
water, and they did not fink. Strabo + immediately after Jericho de-
fcribes this lake, tho' a corruption has crept into his text, both as to the 
name and dimenfions of it, for he calls the lake Sirbonis, and {peaks of 
it as only twenty-five miles long, tho'he had juft before faid,thatthislake 
was a hundred and twenty-five in circumference ,• he faies, the water 
of it is deep and heavy; that perfons who went into it were born up to 
their navels; he faies like wife that it is full of pitch: And after having 
given a more full account, he mentions the overthrow of Sodom, and 
other cities, and the condition of the country that followed on it. 

I was much pleafed with what I obferved of this extraordinary water, 
and flayed in it near a quarter of an hour; I found I could lay on it in 
any pofture without motion, and without finking; it bore me up in 
fuch a manner, that when I flruck in fwimming, my legs were above 
the v/ater, and I found it difficult to recover my feet: I did not care to 
venture where it was deep, tho' thefe effects would probably have been 
more remarkable further in. They have a notion that if any one at* 
tempted to fwim over, it would burn up the body, and they fay the 
fame of boats, for there are none on the lake The Arabs make pits 
on the fide of the lake, which are filled by its overflow on the melting 
of the fnow, and when the lake is lower, the water evaporates, and 
leaves a cake of fait, which is about an inch thick, as I concluded 
from the fait I faw at Jerufalem ; the country for a confiderable diftance 
is fupplied with it for common ufe. It is obferved that the bi
tumen floats on the water, and comes afhoar after windy weather; 
the Arabs gather it up, and it ferves as pitch for all ufes, goes into the 

t Plin. Nat. Hift. v. 16. cipit; tauri, camelique fluitant. Plin. Nat. 
£ Afphaltites nihil praster bitumen gignit, Hift. xv. 16. 

unde&nomen. Nullum corpus animalium re- t Strabo xvr. 763. 
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compofition of medicines, and is thought to have been a very great in
gredient in the bitumen, ufed in embalming the bodies in iEgypt, efpe-
cially in filling up the head, and is one fpecies of what is called mum
my ; it has been much ufed for cerecloths, and has an ill fmell when burnt. 
I t is probable that there are fubterraneous fires, that throw up this bitumen 
at the bottom of the fea, where it may form itfelf into a mafs, which 
may be broke by the motion of the water, occasioned by high winds; 
And it is very remarkable, that the ftone of Mofes before mentioned, 
found about two or three leagues from the fea, which burns like a coal, 
and turns only to a white ftone, and not to afhes, has the fame fmell 
when burnt, as this pitch; fb that it is probable a ftratum of this ftone 
under the Dead Sea is one part of the matter that feeds the fubterraneous 
fires, and that this bitumen boils up out of it. As to the fruits of So
dom, fair without, and full of afhes within, I faw nothing of them; tho* 
from the teftimonies we have, fomething of this kind has been produced; 
but I imagine they may be pomegranates, which having a tough hard 
rind, and being left on the trees two or three years, the infide may be 
dried to duft, and the outfide may remain fair. It has been laid by all 
authors, and is the common opinion, that there is no fifh in this lake; 
the frefh-water fifh of the river Jordan probably would not live in it. 
By putting fea-fifh into a vale filled with this water, it might be tried 
what efFeft it would have on them. After I left the Holy Land, it was 
pofitively affirmed to me, that a monk had feen fifh caught in this water, 
and poffibly there may be fifh peculiar to the lake, for which this water 
may not be too fait; and as fome fea fifh will live in frefh water, fo 
there may be others that will live in water much falter than the fea; but 
this is a fa<9: that deferves to be well inquired into. 

The Jews now fay, that the pillar or heap of fait into which Lot's The pillar of 
wife was turned, is much further fbuth, and confequently, that thofe who 
have affirmed that it has been feen in thefe parts, muft have been de
ceived : They fay the word Nafib, which we tranflate a pillar, properly 
means a heap, and that they efteem the fait of this heap as unwholfome; 
fb that every one may judge in relation to this affair as he thinks fit. As 
I defcended the hill, I obferved the ftones had a black coat about half an 
inch thick, which tho' of the fame hardnefs as the ftone, yet it might be 
feparated from it. There is a fmall fountain which runs into the lake at 
this place, and has fuch fhell-fifh in it, as are at the fountain of Elifha. 

The air about this lake has been alfo a matter of fpeculation; it has The air of 
been always thought to be very bad; and Pliny fays, that the EfTenes in- the ezdSe^ 
habited no nearer to it on the weft, than the air would permit them m. The 
Arabs have fuch an opinion of it, that at this time, when the air was leaft 
pernicious, they bound their handkerchiefs before their mouths, and drew 
their breath only by the nofe, which they looked on to be fafer; and all 
acknowledge, that the air is much worfe in fummer, than in winter, as 
may be naturally concluded : There was an opinion that birds attempt
ing to fly over it, would be fufFocated with the vapours; this certainly 
is not true at all times, if at any feafon ; and poffibly this notion may 
have its rife, on its having been obferved, that at fome time birds flying 

m Ab occidente litora Effeni fugiunt, ufque qua nocent. Plin, Nat. Hift. v. 15. 
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near it might have dropped into the lake. The monks are fo ftrongly 
pofleffed with the notion of the bad air, that they told me feveral per-
fbns had been much difordered, and fome had even died by going to the 
Dead Sea, efpecially in the fummer time, and particularly mentioned a 
Carmelite that died about a year before, foon after he had been at this 
fea, and would have diffuaded me from going to it. It is probable the 
air is unwholfome, tho' poflibly it may not have fuch violent effe&s: 
But when I was leized two days after with an extraordinary disorder in 
my ftomach, attended with a very great giddinefs of the head, of which 
I had frequent returns, and did not perfectly recover in lefs than three 
weeks, the monks would perfuade me, that my indifpofition was occafioned 
by my going into the Dead Sea. 

C H A P . X. 

Of BETHLEHEM, TEKOA, the Mount of BETHULIA, the 
fealed Fountain, and of the Pools and Aqueduft of 
Solomon. 

w 
E returned to faint Saba from the Dead Sea, and fet out for 
Bethlehem, going about a mile in the fame way we came, and 
then turning to the left, we went through a cultivated 

valley, which has the mountains of Engaddi on each fide of it; we after
wards pafled by what they call the grot of Saul, in which it is laid David 
cut off his fkirt; but as it is an open grotto, and not very large, it is 
not probable, or even poflible, that David and his men could lie concealed 
in it 5 for which reafon I rather imagine that this happened at another 
grotto, which I fhall have occafion to mention hereafter. In the evening 
we arrived at Bethlehem. 

Road from There are two roads from Jerufalem to Bethlehem; that which is 
Bethlehem, ufed at prefent is the morteft, the old road is more to the weft: 

The only remarkable thing fhewn in the latter, is the place where the 
blefled virgin refted under a Terebinth-tree with the babe Jefus ; they 
fay that the tree was burnt, and now there is an Olive-tree on the lpot, 
round which there is a wall built. At the place where the old and new 
roads meet, there is a ciftern, where it is faid the three wife men faw the 
ftar a fecond time, that is, where they obferved that it flood ftill over 
where the young child was. To the left is a pleafant field, which has two 
pools in it, and a court cut out in the rock, with a grotto which feems to 
have been a burial-place j and it is probable that there was fome large 
building on this fpot. A little further on the right is the place or houfe of 
Habakkuk, from which, it is faid, he was carried by the angel to Baby
lon ; and to the left beyond this, about half way to Bethlehem, at the 
eaftern foot of a little height, is the convent of Elias, where there is 
little remaining except the church, in which there are fome paintings re
lating to the hiftory of Elias and Eliftia : The building is ruftic ; the 
fituation is very fine, commanding a view both of Bethlehem and Jerufa
lem : Near the entrance of the convent is a print on the rock, fome-
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thing like a human fhape, which, it is faid, is the imprefllon of Elias's 
body. We came to a place where there are fome figns of the founda
tion of a houfe, and near it there are caves and cifterns, which, they fay, 
was the houfe of Jacob, where Rachel died. Some, tho' probably with
out foundation, think that this was Rama; and others, with as little reafon, 
that it was the houfe of Heli, the father of Jofeph, who was the hufband 
of the blefled virgin. A little further on the right we came to the fepulchre 
of Rachelb ; it is a dome, fupported by arches, which have been lately 
filled up to hinder the Jews from going into i t ; the Turks are fond of 
being buried near it, which has railed the ground; and if the twelve ftones 
which were eredted over her grave, have been feen here, and this is really 
the place of her interment, the ground is rifen above them. On the left, 
a little out of the road, is what they call the field of peafe, in which there 
are a great number of fmall round pebbles, which have a coat of a ftony 
fubftance without, and are a fine white alabafter within; concerning 
which they have a legend, that the Virgin alking for peafe, and being an-
fwerjed, that what fhe took for peafe were only ftones, it is faid the peafe 
were immediately turned into ftone. 

Bethlehem, the antient Ephrath or Ephrata, is fituated on a rifing Bethlehem. 
ground, and is computed to be fix miles from Jerufalem, tho' I think it 
is not Co much. It was the town o£ David, but is more famous for the 
birth of our Saviour. The ftable in which he was born is a grotto cut 
out of the rock, according to the eaftern cuftom. It is faid the em
peror Hadrian inftituted fome rites here to Adonis \ But the emprefs 
Helena built a fine church over it, which remains to this time, and it 
was much adorned by Conftantine the great: A plan of it may be feen 
in the fourth Plate at T, and a plan of the grot of the nativity under the 
high altar, at X ; a view of it may be feen at Y, in which A is the altar 
of the nativity; B the manger; C the altar of the magi; D the flairs to 
the temple. In the plan of the grotto, a is the place of the nativity, 
b is the manger; c the altar of the three kings; d the fteps down; e the 
fteps to the chapel of the manger; f the entrance to the chapel of faint 
Catherine; g the chapel of the Innocents; h the fepulchre of faint Eufebius, 
the difciple of faint Jerom; i the fepulchre of S S. Paula and Euftochias j 
k the fepulchre of faint Jerom; 1 the fteps to faint Catherine's chapel; 
m die chapel of faint Catherine; n a hole concerning which they have fome 
traditions: In the church R, is the chapel of the Armenian Cophtis, and 
Syrians; P the altar of circumcifion; O the fchool of faint Jerom, now 
the Armenian chapel. It is a fine church, and the iniide of it is adorned 
with Mofaic work; it formerly belonged to the Greeks, but the Latins 
obtained it from the Grand Signor, by means of the French ambaflador, 
on the birth of the prefent Dauphin, and they keep pofleffion of the 
grottos below and of the high altar; the Greeks may celebrate at the al
tars on each fide, which is a privilege they will not now make ufe of: The 
eaft end of the church is feparated from the reft by a partition. 

The Latins, Armenians, and Greeks, have convents about the church; 
the firft are governed by a guardian, who continues there only for three 
months; and the French, Spaniards, and Italians, equally fhare in this 

b Gen. xxxv. 19. c Hicron. Epift. 19. ad^Paulinum. 
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office: They have under them about ten monks; one of them has the 
care of the parifh, and another, of a fchool in the convent; for there are 
many chriftians here : they live by making not only croffes and beads of 
wood, inlaid with mother of pearl, but alfo models of the church of the 
holy fepulchre, and of the feveral fan&uaries in and about Jerufalem. 
It is remarkable, that the Chriftians at Jerufalem, Bethlehem, faint John's, 
and Nazareth, are worfe than any other Chriftians. I was informed, that 
the women of Bethlehem are very good; whereas thofe at Jerufalem are 
worfe than the men, who are generally better there, than at the other 
places. This may be occasioned by the great converfe which the wo
men have there with thofe of their own fex, who go thither as pil
grims j and, I will not venture to fay, whether too great a familiarity with 
thofe places, in which the facred myfteries of our redemption were acted, 
may not be a caufe to take off from the reverence and awe which they 
mould have for them, and leflen the influence they ought to have on their 
conduct. 

Places near On the fifth, I went to fee the places about Bethlehem : and firft I vi-
et em* fited the grot where, they fay, the virgin Mary and Jefus were concealed 

by Jofeph, when they were going into iEgypt; it is faid, the red earth of 
it put in water becomes white, and is good for the milk both of women 
and cattle ; there was a chapel over it dedicated to faint Nicolas. We 
faw alfo the foundation of a houfe, where, it is faid, Jofeph was warned 
in a dream to fly into iEgypt. They fliew likewife the village of the 
fhepherds, where there are many grottos which at this time ferve for the 
retreat of cattle during the winter nights, and where the fhepherds arid 
their families live at that feafon, to take care of them. There is a foun
tain, the bafin of which, with a trough near it, are cut out of the rock; 
they lay, that the virgin Mary being denied water here, was miracu-
loufly Supplied with it. This poffibly might be the fountain, or well, 
from which the three men drew water, and brought it to David 
when he was thirfty and longed for it, at the time that he was in war 
with thePhiliftines, tho'he would not drink of it, as it was procured him 
with the rifque of their lives f : But they relate this piece of hiftory of 
a water about a mile to the fouth-weft of Bethlehem. Near this is the 
field where, it is faid, the fhepherds were keeping their flocks by night 
when they received the tidings of the birth of Chrift; there are great ruins 
of a church there. The tower of Edar, as fome fay, was near this place,where 
Jacob fed his flock after his return from Mefopotamia, and where Reuben 
defiled his father's concubine4; and a fmall hill about half a mile to the 
fouth-eaft, feemed to anlwer the defcription fome perfons have given of 
the Situation of it. They {hew alfo the place where faint Paula built a 
nunnery, and, if I miftake not, they fay fhe died there. 

Ovens. In Bethlehem I took particular notice of their ovens, which are funk 
down in the ground, and have an arch turned over them $ there is a 
defcent of fome fteps to the door by which they enter into them ; in the 
middle is a pyramid of hot afties, which they bring frequently from 
their houfes, and lay them on a large earthen jar that is covered, and is 
half full of fmall ftones, which I fuppofe are heated red hot; once a 

t i Chron. xi. 17, 18. 2 Sam. xxiii. 15, 16, 17. d Gen. xxxv. 21. 
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week they take away all the allies, and bring others, which in fome mea-
fure keep in the heat, being often changed ; when they would bake 
their cakes, they move the allies from the top, take off the lid, and lay 
the bread on the ftones, and putting it on again, cover the top with 
afhes: A very warm fituation for a pilgrim, who being taken by the 
Arabs, (as I was informed) was kept prifoner in one of thefe ovens. 

On the ninth, we fet out early in the morning with the fheiks of 
Bethlehem and Bethulia, and two of their men on horfeback, with two 
on foot, in order to go to Tekoa, and fome other places: We went down 
the hill to the fouth, turning foon to the weft, and then to the fouth 
again, in which road we went three miles ; after that a mile to the eaft, 
and afcended the hills to Tekoa for near two miles : This city was built Tekoa. 
by Rehoboam.% and the prophet Amos was a herdfman of this place f. 
There are confiderable ruins on the top of the hill, which is about half 
a mile long, and a furlong broad; at the north eaft corner there are 
remains of a large caftle, which fome call a church; but that feems to 
have been about the middle of the hill ; in it there is a deep oclagon 
font of red and white marble; I faw alfo in feveral parts, pieces of 
broken pillars, and bafes of the fame kind of marble. From this place I had 
a view of the Dead Sea to the fouth eaft, of Bethlehem to the north weft, 
and what the monks call the mount of Bethulia, to the weft north weft; 
there is a "fine plain on the top of the low hills to the north and eaft, 
and a deep valley to the fouth; a little below the top of this hill, 
towards the north weft corner of it, is a grotto, in which there is a 
fountain that never fails. Going about a mile to another fummit at the 
fouth end of this hill, we faw the ruins of a large church, dedicated to 
faint Pantaleone. We left this to the right, and went along the top' of 
another hill to the eaft of Tekoa j and defcending into a valley to the 
north weft, travelled eaftward to a ruined caftle called Creightoun, fi-
tuated on the fide of a fteep hill, over a valley of that name, which 
runs north and fouth; the caftle is above half way up the hill, and near 
it is a fine ciftern cut into the rock, after the manner of the vaults of 
Aceldama. We ftayed at this caftle, and the Arabs killed a lamb, and 
boiled it in fowre milk and water, which feemed to be fome remains of 
the antient & cuftom of feething in milk; they made alfo a loup of rice, 
and roafted part of the meat in fmall pieces on wooden fpits. 

A little beyond this place the valley runs eaft and weft; and on the 
right- hand there is a very large grotto, which the Franks call a Labyrinth, 
and the Arabs Elmaama (a hiding place A ) ; the high rocks on the fide of 
the valley are almoft perpendicular, and the way to the grotto is by a 
terrace formed in the rock, which, either by art or nature, is very narrow: 
There are two entrances into i t ; we went in by the furtheft, which leads 
by a narrow paftage into a very large grotto, the rock being fupported by 
great natural pillars; the top of it rifes in feveral parts, like domes ; the 
grotto is perfedly dry, and there are no petrifications or ftalactites in it: 
We then went along a very narrow paftage for a confiderable way, but 
did not find the end. There is a tradition, that the people of the country, 
to the number of thirty thoufand, retired into this grotto, to avoid a 

' 2 Chron. xi. 6. f Amos i. i. s Exod. xxiii. 19. xxxiv. 26. Deut. xiv. 21. 
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bad air, which probably might have been the hot winds, that are fome-
times very fatal in thefe countries. This place is fo ftrong, that one 
would imagine it to be one of the ftrong holds at Engaddi, to which 
David with his men fled from Saul, and pofTibly it may be that very cave 
m which he cut off Saul's fldrt; for David and his men might, with great 
eafe, lie hid there, and not be feen by him K Beyond this cave there is a 
fpring of water that drops from the rocks. 

We returned about two miles in the fame way, and crofting the val
ley, we went along a plain ground, to the foot of what they call the 

BeSa"1 °f m o u n ta in of the Franks, or of Bethulia, from a village of that name 
near it, though no fuch place is mentioned by antient authors in this 
part of Palseftine $ it feems beft to agree with the fituation of Bethhac-
cerem, mentioned by Jeremiah as a proper place for a beacon, when 
the children of Benjamin were to found the trumpet in Tekoa \ There 
is a tradition, that the knights of Jerusalem, during the holy war, held 
this place forty years after Jerufalem was taken, which was the reafon of 
its being called the mountain of the Franks ,• and it is probable, that 
they might have kept this place fome time after they loft Jerufalem, as it 
was a fortrefs very ftrong by nature: But the garrifbn confifting only Gf 
forty men, as they died off the reft muft have been obliged to furren-
der, fuppofing this tradition is true. It is a fingle hill, and very 
high, as reprefented in the eighth plate A, and the top of it appears 
like a large mount formed by art. The hill is laid out in terraces, the 
firft riling about ten yards above the foot of the hill, above this the hill 
is very fteep; and on one fide there is a gentle afeent made by art, as 
reprefented in the view of it $ and as the hill was not fb fteep to the 
fouth, they cut a deep foflee on that fide, to add a greater ftrength to 
i t ; the foot of the hill was encompafied with a wall. There was a 
double circular fortification at top, as may be feen in the plan of it at 
B, the inner wall was defended by one round tower, and three femicir-
cular ones at equal diftances, the firft being to the eaft. At the foot of 
the hill to the north there are great ruins of a church, and other build
ings. On a hanging ground to the weft of them there is a ciftern, and 
the bafin of a fquare pond, which appears to have had an ifland in the 
middle of it, and probably there was fome building on it. Thefe im
provements were alfo encompafied with a double wall, and they lay, 
that there are remains of two aqueducts to it, one from the fealed foun
tain of Solomon, and another from the hills fouth of that fountain. 
From the top of this hill I was fhewn a plain to the fouth fouth eaft to
wards the Dead Sea, where they have a tradition, that the garden of 
balfam trees was fituated. From this place we returned to Bethlehem. 

Po°d^d f We fpent another day in feeing the pools of Solomon. Defcending 
Solomon, the hill of Bethlehem to the fouth, we pafled over a narrow valley, which 

extends but a little way; we afcended the hills ; on the fides of which 
there is an aqueducl, which conveys the water from the fealed fountain to 
Jerufalem : It here winds round the fides of thefe hills, and afterwards it 
is carried through the plain to Jerufalem, on a level with the furface of 

h i Sam. xxiv. I. on confidering what St. Jerom faieson this paf-
3 It agrees beft with the fituation of this city, fage of Jeremiah vi. i. 
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the ground. We croffed the aqueduct, and leaving it to the left, 
went along the road which is made like a terrace, and came to the ruins 
of a village on the fide of the hill, below the aqueducl, which they call 
the Village of Solomon, and of the fealed fountain, becaufe they have 
fbme tradition, that Solomon's houfe and gardens were there; but it is a 
very bad fituation, and there is no profpedt from it, but of the difmal 
hills on the other fide j though in the valley beneath there is a fine fpot 
of ground watered by two fprings that rife in it. A little beyond this place 
we came to the pools of Solomon, as they are commonly called ; for there 
is a tradition, that they were made by him, as well as the aqueduft, which 
feems to be confirmed by a paflage of Jofephus, who fays, that there 
were very pleafant gardens abounding with water at Etham, about fifty 
furlongs, or fix miles and a quarter from Jerufalem, to which Solomon 
ufed frequently to go °. So that the height over it has been thought to 
be Etam of the fcripture, to which Sampfon retired after he had burnt 
the corn of the Philiftines p ; and it is the more probable, as it is faid, 
that Rehoboam built Bethlehem, Etam, and Tekoa, this being in the 
neighbourhood of both thefe places; and it is thought that thefe foun
tains, waters, and gardens are meant, where it is faid, " Solomon made 
tc him gardens and orchards, and pools of water9 ,•" and that he feems 
to refer to them when he compares his fpoufe " to a garden enclofed, to a 
" fpring fhut up, and a fountain fealed 7 ' The Talmudifts » alfo men
tion, that the waters were brought by Solomon to Jerufalem, from the 
fountain of Etham; fo that it is very probable that thefe are the works 
of Solomon, as well as the aqueduct, though no exprefs mention is 
made of it by any author, fo as pofitively to fix it to this place. This 
aquedudt could be of no fervice to Jerufalem in time of war, as the 
enemy would always cut off the communication j which made the ci
tterns under their houfes, and the fountain of Siloe fo neceffary to them. 

The valley below this mountain is terminated at the weft end by a 
high hill ; the firft part of the afcent to it is very eafy, on which there 
are three pools one above another, as reprefented in the eighth plate 5 
they lie weft north weft, and eaft fouth eaft. Thefe pools are partly 
funk below the furface of the earth, and partly encompaffed with a low 
wall about feven feet thick on the lower fide, and three feet in thick-
nefs on the other fides, which has been lately repaired: The higheft 
pool A, is the fhalloweft, by reafon that the round there is nearer a level 
than below E ; a little to the north of it is the ft one caftleB, and clofe by 
that is the road that leads to Hebron. The fecond pool C is deeper, 
and feems to have been funk as low as it could be, without the im-
menfe labour of hewing away the rock, which appears at D : The fteps 
E are alfb cut down in the rock, and it may be concluded, that this 
bafin is a great work, as the head of it is made by eleven tiers of ftone, 
on the outride of which there is a terrace, and below that are eleven 
tiers more, each of which fet out about fix inches; I fuppofe that none 
of thefe tiers are lefs than two feet deep. The third pool F, has a bath
ing place at G, and there is a water runs into it at H, which, they told 

° Jofeph. Antiq. viii. 7. r Cantic. iv. 12. 
P Judges xv. 8. s See Relandi Pabeftina illuftrata, I. 1. c. 
1 Ecckf. ii. 5, 6. 46. 
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me, comes from Hebron; a little below it there is another dream I, that 
rifes at a fountain called Hatan, in a little valley to the fouth eaft, and 
runs in a covered channel; and, 1 fuppofe, can on occafion, be turned in
to the ftream of Hebron, and fo into the loweft bafin. The ftream K, 
on the other fide, they told me, comes from the fealed fountain, and 
either goes into the lower pool, or continues its courfe towards the val
ley. The fall by fteps marked L, has a grotto under it, in which there 
are three outlets, that may be fhut or opened at pleafure ,• the water runs 
at prefent through one of them into the great canal below : Thefo 
pools feem to have been defigned to receive all the fuperfluous water 
from the neighbouring fountain • and in cafe any of them mould fail, 
they would ferve as refervoirs to fupply the aqueduct, which is carried 
clofe to the fide of them. 

Beyond thefe pools there is fo gentle an afcent to the north weft for 
about a quarter of a mile, that it appears like a plain; and, on a level 
with it to the north, is a vale, which has high hills on each fide, and 
in it is the Greek convent of St. George, about a mile diftant to the 
north. The hill to the weft of it is fteep in fome parts, but is laid out 
in terraces, which are very broad towards the top. The fummit of it 
commands a very fine view of the pools, Bethlehem, and all the coun
try round ; and this feems to be a fituation for a houfe of pleafure, wor
thy of the tafte of Solomon,- and it is probable, that there were hang
ing gardens on the fide of the hill,- as the enclofed garden might be in 
the vale to the north weft, which is not only bounded by mountains on 
each fide, but is alfo terminated by a hill to the north weft, fo as to an-
fwer this defcription exceedingly well. 

Towards the north weft corner of the hill, oppofite to the pools, are 
the fealed fountains, fituated at M, in the lame plate; and X is a par
ticular plan of them; they are under ground, and there is no fign of 
any building on the outfide ; but there is a hole broken in at the top, 
and two more which feem to be made by art, and are marked with 
dots : They might be defigned for the conveniency of drawing up the 
waters, and probably for the ufe of Solomon himfelf: The whole is 
arched over; at V there is a defcent almoft filled up with earth to 
the room O ; in the apartment P, is the bafin Q, into which the three 
ftreams S, run at R ; a fourth runs into it at T ; and all the water goes 
out by two holes one over another at X ; and, as they informed me, 
divides into three parts; one going to the upper pool, another to the 
caftle, north of it, and a third to Bethlehem and Jerufalem ; fome of 
the fuperfluous water runs out at D ,• at the end of this room there is a 
bank of earth E, and a ciftern which has water in it that overflows, 
and poflibly there is a fpring at the bottom of it. 

The aqueduct is built.on a fouadation of ftone; the water runs in 
round earthen pipes about ten inches diameter, which are cafed with 
two ftones hewn out fo as to fit them, and they are covered over with 
rough ftones well cemented together $ and the whole is fo funk into 
the ground on the fide of the hills, .that in many places nothing is to 
be feen of it. I returned on the fouth fide of the vale, and obferved, 
that there were pine trees on the mountains, which on that fide 
abound very much in wood. I crofted the ruined village of So

lomon, 



TiiEOQLSandSEAEED FOUNTAIN oB SOLOMOnA-flAWofACffi,J).TUMOUNT\&BETHtfIM,Jv 
B*> 



ON PALESTINE. 
lomon, and returned to Bethlehem. The pilgrims formerly ufed to go 
to Hebron, but fome Chriftians having, as they fay, killed a Mahome
tan there, they have not ventured to go fince that time, though I have 
been informed that the Jews vifit thofe parts. 

C H A P . XL 

Of the fountain of P H I L I P , the convent and defert of St. 
J O H N , and the convent of the H O L Y C R O S S . 

ON the tenth, we fet out for the defert of St. John, which is com
puted to^be- about fix miles north north weft from Bethlehem. 
We went out of the town to the weft, and turning northwards 

came into a vale, which the monks call the valley of Rephaim, and 
lay, that it was here the angel of the Lord fmote the army of Sennache
rib " • but as Jofephus b gives an account, that he loft part of his army 
on the firft night of the fiege of Jerufalem, by a peftilence that was fent 
among them, it is more probable, that this happened in the valley of 
Rephaim, which is on the weft fide of Jerufalem. 

On the hills to the weft, we faw Bottefhal, a village of Greeks, where 
they have a church dedicated to St. Nicolas; the Chriftians would have 
propagated a notion, that no Mahometan could live there, but, fome years 
ago, three or four of the inhabitants became converts to the Mahometan 
religion, and yet continued in that village. They talk of the red foil 
of this vale, as if it had fome extraordinary vertue in it. After having 
travelled about two miles, we parTed by the fountain of the blefled vir
gin, to the right, which is fo called by the Greeks, becaufe, they {ay, fhe 
drank of it, but the Latins pay no devotion to this place. On the oppofite 
hills, there are fuch cavities in the fide of the rocks, as have given occa-
fion to the people to fay, that the marble pillars of the church of Bethlehem 
were taken from this place ; but it feems rather to be a foft ftone, that 
has been worn by the weather ; nor are pillars ufually hewn out in that 
manner. 

We went a mile further, and turned to the left, into the vale o( Efh-
col, as they call it, becaufe, they fay, it is the place, to which the fpies 
came, that were fent by Mofesto fearch out the land«; who went to He
bron, and came to the brook of Efhcol: At the end of this vale to the 
right, there is a gentle afcent, which, they fay, is the very fpot of the 
vineyard, where they gathered the bunch of grapes. On the left fide of 
the valley, about half a mile further to the weft is, what they call, the 
fountain of St. Philip, where, they fay, he baptized the eunuch; and 
though this way does not feem to be paflable for wheel carriages, yet 
there is a very good road on the other fide of the valley ; the water 
falls down the fide of the hill about feven feet; the fountain is arched 
over, and adorned with two Corinthian pilafters, fuppofed to be the 

a 2 Kings xix. 35. b Jofeph. Antiq. x. 1. c Numb. xiii. 17. 
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work of St. Helena, as well as a ruinous church over it, of whtchl 
there are now very little remains to be feen. The village of St. Phi
lip, as it is called by the Chriftians, is near this, and is called Elwa-
lige by the Arabs. On the left is Betur, probably the antient Bethftfr; 
and to the north weft is a village called Chabou. We afcended a hill 
to the north, where I obferved three fmall barrows, which might be 
thrown up in memory of fome extraordinary event; we went a little 
way on the hill, defcended to the weft, and turning north, we travelled 
near a mile to the convent of St. John, belonging to the Latins, 

and xhe convent of St.. John is fituated on a low hill, among the moim-
' tains, arid is governed by a guardian; there are about fourteen monks 

in it j they fay the church is built on the fpot* where Zachariah's houfe 
flood, in which St. John the Baptift was born j the altar of it is finely 
adorned with reliefs. We went to vifit the remarkable places in the 
defert, which chiefly confifts of high hills, that enclofe deep and narrow 
valleys: Our courfe was fbuthward along the valley, for half a quarter 
of a mile, to the fountain of the bleffed virgin, of which, it is faid, me 
drank during the three months, fhe flayed here. We then went up the 
fide of a hill at the end of the valley, and having afcended a little way, 
came to the church, which is faid to be on the fpot where the country 
houfe of Zachariah flood ; for the other before mentioned was his houfe 
in the town. Here, they fay, the blened virgin lived three months, and 
the flairs are fhewn, oh which they have a tradition, that Elizabeth 
met her ; they lead to a grot, which, they fay, was their habitation at 
that time. We then turned to the weft, and went along the fide of 
a hill, having a valley to the right, and faw a (lone, on which it is 
faid St. John preached. We went about a mile further to the grot of 
St. John, to which, they fay, Elizabeth fled with him, on the cruel de
cree of Herod to deflroy the young children ; it is faid, fhe died when he 
was three years old, and that he continued in this grot, until he was thirty 
years of age, when he went into the defert near Jordan, to preach and 
baptize. We went higher up the hill, a little further to the weft, and 
Came to a large grotto, which they call the fepulchre of Elizabeth. On 
the hill, oppofite to the grotto of St. John, there is a village, which, if I 
miftake not, they call the village of St. John, or of the defert; and to 
the north weft, is a village on a high hill, called Zuba,which, fome fay, was 
Modin, where the Maccabees were born and interred; but they feem to 
be miftaken, as that place was in the tribe of Dan. 

In this defert there are many caroub trees, which bear a fruit like a 
bean, but it is flatter, and has fmall feeds in i t ; they eat the fhell of it, 
when it is dry, which is very agreeable : It is fiippofed, that this is the 
locuft on which St. John fed, and not the caffia fiftula, which has been 
fhewn for it, and does not grow in this country. There are, however, 
fome, who are of opinion, that the locufts he fed on, were thofe infedlspre-
ferved with fait, as, they fay, the Arabs eat them in fome parts at this time ; 
and confirm their opinion by the Arabic's tranflation of this paflage ; 
tho' there might be a tree of that name. 

On the eleventh, we fet out to return to Jerufalem, under the conduct of 
three Arabs, and vifited fome places which are out of the road. We went 
a mile to the foot of the hill of the Maccabees, as they call it, which is 
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to the north weft ; they have forne tradition, but I know not on what 
foundation, that the Maccabees fled to this hill in time of war, and de
fended themfelves on it. We went up the hill, faw many openings to grottos, 
and in one part, a ciftern and ten arched rooms; we defcended to what they 
call the fountain of Mecca, over which there is a fepulchral cave: We went 
round the hill of Mecca into the valley which they call the valley of Tere
binths, and, they fay, it is the vale of Elah, in which David flew Goliah; but 
as that was between Shochoh and Azekah d, much further weft, they 
muft be miftaken in placing it here. There is a village called Coloni, on 
the fide of the hill to the weft: We then went up the hills to the eaft, on 
the fide of which, without any manner of foundation, they pretend to 
fhew the place, where Balaam's afs fpoke: We defcended the hill the 
fame way we came up, and going round another hill, between it and the 
hill of the Maccabees, we turned eaftward into the little valley of De-
riafy, fb called from a ruined convent over i t : At the end of this vale 
we afcended the hills, and came into a very rough country, and going 
fouth eaft near two miles,we came to the convent of the Holy crofs, be
longing to the Greeks; they have a fine old church, in which they fhew 
the hole, where, they fay, the willow-tree grew, of which the crofs was 
made. Here our Arabs demanded more money of us, but we did not 
think fit to grant their requeft, and left both them and their affes; how
ever, they followed us, but we took care not to join them any more, 
and came home near the tower of Simeon, which is to the north of the 
old road to Bethlehem ; it is faid to be the houfe of that pious man, who 
took our Saviour up in his arms, and defired to depart in peace out of 
this world, fince his eyes had been blefled with a fight of the falvation 
o£ God; but we did not go to it, becaufe we faw fbme people there 
with arms; however, I viewed it another day, and found it to have 
been a ftrong built tower, tho' now in ruins: I faw an infcription on it, 
which feemed to be in the Armenian language, and it might have been 
a convent belonging to the people of that profeffion, who probably built 
this tower for their defence againft the Arabs. 

C H A P . XII. 

OF the fepulchres of the judges, of RAMATHATM-ZOPHIM, 

E M M A U S , and the places between J E R U S A L E M and 
J o p p A. 

ON the fifteenth, I fet out for Emmaus, with two fervants, and the 
monk who ufually attends pilgrims. We went out of the gate 

, of Bethlehem, and going to the north almoft as far as the hill 
of Soap-afhes, we then turned to the weft, and came into the vale of 
Croum. We travelled near two miles in this valley, through pleafant 
fields and gardens, planted with olive, fig, apricot, and almond trees $ 

d i Sam. xvii. I. 
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it is the pleafanteft fpot about Jerufalem, and the Jews frequently come 
out here on the fabbath to divert themfelves. 

Sepulchres We came to a great number of fepulchral grots, called the Sepulchres 
Judges. °^ t n e Judges> Pr°hably becaufe they were the burial places of the chief 

perfons of the city ; the entrance to them is commonly from a court cut 
down into the rock, and I imagine, that the principal men of the city 
had their country houfes here: There were probably terraces before the 
houfes, over thefe courts ; for it was the cuftom to have their bodies de-
pofited under their houfes, as Samuel was buried in his own houfe at 
Rama. Thefe fepulchres are much like thofe of the kings already de-
fcribed, and not much inferior to them in beauty, tho' none of them 
confift of more than two or three rooms -} fome of the entrances are 
adorned with pediments and entablatures cut out of the rock. I ob-
ferved in one, the manner how they worked out the ftone in large pieces, 
like rough pillars, fo as to ferve for building; I alfo faw fome cifterns cut 
in the rock. There were three ufes for grottos; for they ferved either for 
fepulchres, cifterns, or as a retreat for herdfmen, and their cattle in bad 
weather, and efpecially in the winter nights : This may account for the 
great number of grottos all over the Holy Land, in which, at this time, 
many families live in winter, and drive their cattle into them by night, as 
a fence both againft the weather and wild beafts. At the end of this vale 
we defcended to a lower ground, having on the left the ruins of a caftle; 
we paffed by the end of the valley of Lefca to the fouth; towards the 
further end of it, on the hills to the eaft, I faw Lefca. We then afcended 
between two hills, and when we were on the height, we turned to the 
north, and palled by a beautiful round hill on the left, on which there 
is a ruined church, faid to be built in memory of Chrift's meeting the 
two difciples there who were going to Emmaus. On the fide of the hill, 
to the fouth, is a village called Bettifa; we went down this hill, and 
afcended to the north weft towards Ramathaim-Zophim; the road here 
is like a terrace on the fide of a hill, and leads weft ward to Emmaus-; 
we came to a large open ciftern on the right hand, which is cut out of 
the rock, and has two bafins, made in the fame manner in the front 
of it. We afcended the hill to the north, on the brow of which 
there is a fmall mount: On the fummit of this high hill, was Rama, 

Ramathaim- or Ramathaim-Zophim, the town of Samuel, and the place of his 
op'im' interment; it is now called by the Arabs, Samuele : Geographers con

found this place with Rama or Arimathasa, near Lydda, already de-
fcribed. The mofque, which is over the fepulchre of Samuel, was a 
church, and they will not permit Chriftians to go into it. They 

. informed me, that there is no fepulchral grot in the mofque, but only a 
raifed tomb, with a covering of filk on it, in the manner the Maho
metans adorn the fepulchres of their faints. The body of Samuel was 
carried by the emperor Arcadius into Thrace. On the top of the hill, 
there is an open bafin funk into the rock feven or eight feet deep, which 
was doubtlefs made to receive the rain water. On the fide of the hill, 
near the top of it, is the fountain of Samuel, in a fmall grotto cut out of 
the rock, which affords plenty of clear water. 

Valley of To the north we looked down into a very fine valley, which I con-
Ajaion. jedured to be about ten miles long from eaft to weft, and five miles 

broad, 
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broad, and, according to the tradition, it feems to be the valley of Aja-
lon, in which the city of Gibeon was fituated; and if foy this plain was 
the territory of the Gibeonites. There are two hills in it, beautifully im
proved ; that to the weft has two fummits; on the northern one, there is 
a village called Geb, probably the antient Gibeon, on which the fun 
flood ftill, when Jofhua came to the relief of the Gibeonitese. On the 
hill to the eaft, is Beerna-billiah, which may be Beeroth of the Gibeonites: 
We law Betefer on the hills to the eaft of the valley, and a place called 
Bethany to the north. 

We returned back again to the road, and went weftward towards Em-
maus," leaving the village of Bedou to the right, and Bethfurick to the 
left. Having gone about three miles from Rama, we arrived at Em-
maus, which, as I apprehend, they called Coubeby, tho', when I pafled 
through it, in the way to Joppa,they called it Gebeby: Beyond it are high 
hills, from which one defcends to the plain towards the fea: Entering 
this ruined place, on the left, I law a large bafin, walled round, but there 
was no water in i t : To the right, on a riling ground, are great ruins of the 
town; they fay many of the ftones were carried away to build Jerufalem 
about two hundred years ago. The church was on the fpot where the 
houfe of Cleophas flood, and where, it is fuppofed, Chrift was known 
to fome of his difciples in breaking of bread; it is a long building, and 
there is a fine large vafe in it of white ftone, or marble, which doubtlefs 
was a font: The church ftands in a large area, encompaffed with a wall, 
and has on the north lide of it, a pile of buildings, arched over, and 
there is one large arch, which feems to have been a gateway in the 
middle of them. When we had feen every thing, I was defirous of 
returning, tho' our conductors were for ftaying, and taking Ibme refrefli-
ment ; but when they faw the people coming about us, they changed 
their fentiments, and we mounted our horfes; but they laid hold of the 
monk's bridle, and demanded a caphar. I went on a little before, and 
turned round to obferve what had pafled. The monk, in fome warmth, 
got off from his horfe, and having treated them a little roughly, they 
began to ufe him ill; but a little money being given them, they let us 
go on, only one of the chief of them (who was always near my horfe, 
and feemed to take care of me) as loon as we were got out of fight of 
his companions, laid hold-on my bridle, felt my pockets in a civil man
ner, and gave me the title of Conful, fuppofing that I was a Frank, and 
probably conjectured, I might have that character j but I ordered them to 
give him a little money, upon which he left us ,• and we returned by the 
fame way we came, till we arrived at the place, where Chrift met the 
difciples; when we turned to the left, and went on the top of the hills 
inftead of going down into the valley, and pafled by the Sepulchres of 
the judges: Coming near Jerulalem, we turned to the right, and leaving 
the pool of Gihon to the left, came to the tower of Simeon, before 
mentioned; and from that place, into the old road from Bethlehem, and 
returned to Jerulalem. 

There were fome very remarkable places to the north-weft and north-
eaft of Jerufalem, the fituation of which is not very well known,- as 

e Jofhua x. 12. 
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Shilo, where the ark and tabernacle were placed, until they were taken by 
the Philiftines: Some have thought this to have been at Rama of Sa
muel, becaufe it is defcribed as being on a very high hill: Shilo and 
Salem, have been thought to be the fame place : It is probable that Shilo 
was between Jerufalem and Sichem, about ten miles from the latter. 
Bethel was on the right of the road leading to Sichem, and is remark
able for Jacob's virion, and on account of Jeroboam's fetting up a golden 
calf there as the object: of worfhip. 

On the twenty-fecond of April I went the laft time into the church of 
the Holy Sepulchre, being the third of May, newrlyle; it was the feftival of 
the Invention of the Holy Crofs, on which account there were feveral devo
tions and proceflions in the church. In the afternoon the guardian gave 
me a letter for Nazareth; and a certificate was delivered to me, figned 
and fealed with the great feal of the convent, that 1 had vifited all the 
holy places. I left the convent, and went with a fervant out of the 
Damalcus gate, where the fhiek Arab, with whom they had agreed, and 
his fervant took me under their protection: We mounted on horfe-
back, and pafBng by the Sepulchres of the judges, we turned on the 
left hand out of the road that leads to Emmaus, and having travelled 
about two miles we crofled the end of the valley of Lefca, and faw a 
ruin on the left hand. We afcended the hill, and went through Bath-
funk before mentioned, having Bedou on the right; and coming again 
into the road to Emmaus, we pafled through that town; going on, we 
had on the left Der-kaleb, and foon after Papuray on a high pointed 
hill beautifully improved with terraces; about a mile further, I faw Ro-
mani to the right, on a hill, and weft of it Bethienan, and at a diftance 
Der-obfir. From the top of the hills we had an eafy defcent for about 
three miles, when we came into a rich country, full of little hills: I 
few oft the left, at a great diftance, Betamafy, and pafled by a ruined 
church on the right, at a village called Kerefy. Further on to the left 
I faw Feal, then Keriafy-emal and Ladroun; I before fuppofed the 
latter to be the village of the good thief. The Arab mewed me his 
tents at a diftance on the left, and we pafled through a village, where 
the people were his friends; and as we approached Rama, I took notice 
of a large pool, and feveral cifterns, and ruins about the fields, where 
the old city flood, especially on a high ground to the north. We arrived 
at the Latin convent in Rama about an hour after it was dark. 

On the twenty-third we fet out for Lydda, a league diftant from 
Rama ; I obferved the plain was more fandy than it is to the eaft; about 
half way I faw a well, and near it a fmall building, defigned for the 
convenience of travellers ; it being ufual in thefe countries to have fuch 
places [which they call Mocotts] near their fountains and wells, for paf-
fengers to repofe in, and fhelter themfelves from the heat of the fun. 
Entering the town of Lydda, I faw a company of Mahometan women, 
who had been at a grave, making their lamentations; they held the end 
of their handkerchiefs in their hands, and turning them round, canted 
in a fort of dialogue ; which they do likewife at their graves, much in 
the fame way as the Irifh women do on the like occasion. I faw the 
church of faint George, and then went on weftward towards Joppa, and 
joined a caravan that was going that way: We went through a fine 

plain, 
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plain, bounded by hills to the north, which probably are thole of Sa-
ron ; at fome diftance we had a place called Serphon to the left, and 
on the right Sapphira. We went near Bedifa on the right, fituated on a 
riling ground, planted with olive trees. After having travelled about 
two miles further, we came to Boubeeri, a village built almoft under 
ground, which probably has its name from a large well, which I law 
there. We palled by Gazou on a hill to the right, where, they told 
me, there was a ruined church : Further on, I lawSeliman on the hills at 
fome diftance to the right, and arrived at the Latin convent at Joppa, 
where I was obliged to wait fome time before I embarked for Acre. 

C H A P . XIIL 

Of A C R E , and fome places near it. 

ON the fecond of May, we went aboard one of the large open 
boats, that are commonly ufed on this coaft; they generally be
long to Greek mailers, who have a protection from the convent 

for twelve mariners, and cannot be taken by the Maltefe within eighty 
leagues of the Holy Land ; but, notwithftanding this, if the Maltefe find 
any Mahometan pafTengers, they make them flaves, though they crofs 
themfelves, and profefs to be Chriftians ; but they are eafily difcovered, 
as they are circumcifed ; and the Maltefe rovers take away every thing 
that is valuable both from Turks and Chriftians: We failed along by 
the fhoar, and the next morning were not above five leagues diftant 
from Joppa. We faw a mofque on the high clifts near the fea, and foon 
after a ruined fortification on the fhoar, which feemed to have a deep 
foflee cut on three fides of i t ; it is laid to have been held by the Vene
tians. Apollonia, mentioned between Joppa and Casfarea, might be about 
this place. It is probable the half tribe of ManafTeh began here, which 
extended beyond Caefarea, and the fiver, which pafled by Antipatris, might 
be the bounds of it to the fouth; for Antipatris was an inland city in 
this part, nineteen miles from Joppa f. St. Paul was brought to that 
place in his way from Jerufalem to Caefarea 8. At fome diftance the 
country is hilly, and covered with trees, as mentioned by Strabo \ I 
law a great quantity of wood lying on the «lea {hoar, to be embarked for 
./Egypt. We made little way all day, caft anchor at night, and the 
next day, in the afternoon, came up with Caefarea, and anchored near it. 
We happened to fpy a fail, on which a Janizary on board, who was ap
prehensive that it might be a Maltefe rover, refolved to go aftioar, and 
put on the worft clothes he could get, left he {hould be ftripped by the 
Arabs : On this, a pannic feized all the other Turks, who followed his 
example, except twelve, who are allowed to work the veflel; they gave 
their money to an European, were put afhoar in a fmall boat, and re
turned to the bark the next morning. We paffed by caftle Pelle-
gririo, and arrived, in the afternoon, at Acre, where 1 carried my letters 

f Jofeph. Antiq. Jud. « A&s xxiii. 31. h Strabo xvi. 758. 
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to the conful, who received me with the ufual civility, which the En
glish, who are fettled in the Levant, ihew to travellers. Acre is in the 
tribe of After,- fituated at the north weft entrance of a bay, which is 
generally computed to be about three leagues over, and two leagues 
deep, though it does not feem to be fo much. It ftands in a very large 
and fertile plain, bounded on the north, at about twelve miles diftance, 
By the mountains antiently called Antiiibanon; and to the eaft, by the 
fine, and fruitful hills of Galilee, about ten miles from this city, which 
feem to have feparated the tribes of Zabulon and Nepthali from the tribe 
of After, which was never entirely poffefied by the Ifraelites. The antient 
name of this city was Ake, or, as it is called in fcripture, Accho ' ; it was 
one of the places, out of which After did not drive the antient inhabi
tants, and feems always to have retained this name among the natives of 
the country, for the Arabs call it Akka at this time. The Greeks gave 
it the name of Ptolemais k, from one of the Ptolemies, kings of iEgypt. 
And when it was in the poffeffion of the knights of St. John of Jeru-
falem, it was called St. John Dacre*. 

As this port muft always have been of great importance in time of 
war, the town has, confequently, undergone great changes. In fix hun
dred thirty fix, it was taken by the Saracens: In eleven hundred and four, 
the Chriftians became mailers of it under Baldwin, the firft king of Je-
rufalem, by the affiftance of the Genoefe galleys. In eleven hundred 
eighty feven, Saladin, fultan of ^Egypt, got poffeffion of i t ; and in ele
ven hundred ninety one, Philip, king of France, and Richard, king of 
England, retook i t ; but in twelve hundred ninety one, the Saracens af-
faulted and deftroyed the city, that is to fay, the fortifications, which 
they afterwards repaired: It was taken from them by the Turks in oriQ 
thou/and five hundred and feventeen. 

On examining well the remains of this place, I considered it in three 
parts, according to the plan in the eighth plate; that is the old city A j 
the new city B ; and the quarter where the knights and other religious 
orders had their convent C. The prefent town feems to be on the {pot 
of the old city, being at the fouth weft corner, and is warned by the • 
fea on the fouth and weft fides ,• it has a fmall bay Xto the eaft, which 
feems to have been the antient port, but is now almoft filled u p ; there 
are great remains of this old port, within which, fmall fhips come to 
anchor in the fummer, and take in their lading. There was, with
out doubt, a ftrong wall on the north fide of the old town, to defend it 
on the fide of the land, of which there are now no remains. The pre
fent town is near a mile in circumference, and has no walls; for the 
Arabs will not permit them to build any, as they would, by that means, 
lofe the power they now have over the city, and might be fhut out of 
it. To the north and north eaft of this city and of the port, was the 
quarter of the knights, and the religious orders, extending about three 
quarters of a mile from eaft to weft, and might be half a quarter of a 
mile broad. At the weft end of it, there are ruins of a great building at 
D, which, they fay, was the palace of the grand mafter of the knights of 
faint John, who retired to this place, after they loftjeruialem; it was re-

'l Judges i. 31. k 1 Maccabees v. 15. 
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paired and inhabited by the great Feckerdine, prince oftheDrufes. At the" 
end of this building, are the remains of what feem to have been a very grand 
faloon, and. a fmaller room of the fame architecture at the end of that.. 
To the fouth there was a noble well-built chapel H, the walls of which 
are almoft entire. Towards the eaft end of the town was the houfe of 
the knights E, and a ftrong built church adjoining to it, faid to be de
dicated to St. John; what remains of it is a low maflive building,- and 
it is probable, that there was a grand church over i t ; in the vault of 
this building there is a relief of the head of St. John in a charger. Be
tween this and the palace of the grand mafter, there was a very large and 
magnificent nunnery, F : Some of the lofty walls of the convent are 
Handing, and the church is almoft entire. When the city was taken 
by the Mahometans, it is faid, the abbefs and nuns, like thofe of Scot
land, cut off their nofes to fecure their chaftity, and were inhumanely 
murthered by the foldiers. North of this quarter there is afoflee ; and 
north of that was what I call the new quarter of the city B ,- but it did 
not extend fo far to the eaft. To the north and eaft of this, and to 
the eaft of the quarter of the knights, are remains of a beautiful modern 
fortification, which was carried on to the fouth, though it was not fo 
ftrong in that part: As it was a modern fortification, it muft conse
quently have been built by the Saracens, or Arabs, to defend themfelves 
againft the invafion of the Turks ; there is a double rampart and foflee, 
lined with ftone ; the inner rampart was defended with femicircular 
baftions. At the eaft end, within thefe fortifications, there is a well) 
called the fountain of Mary. I have great reafon to think, that the 
river Belus was brought along through the foflee, becaufe it is mention
ed in the account of the fiege, that a certain body of men attacked the 
city, from the bridge over the Belus to the bifhop's palace; and, if it 
was fo, the city, by this means, was made an ifland. I examined the 
ground and difcovered what I fuppofed to be the remains of the old 
channel, and aciually faw the ruins of a fmall bridge over it, near the 
town, and of a. larger, further on. When I was on this enquiry, I went 
to the place where the Belus empties itfelf into the fea, and going along 
by the river, on a caufeway, came to a mill, where there is a bridge over 
the river, about a mile from the town. As the Belus muft have been a 
great conveniency in Supplying the town with water, in cafe it ran 
through the foflee; fo there is no doubt but that the enemy would turn 
the river, as they probably did, to the very place where it now falls in
to the fea. 

There is nothing of antiquity in the old city, except fbme remains of 
the very magnificent and lofty cathedral church of St. Andrew K, which 
had a portico round it, and appears to have been a fine Gothic build
ing. The bifhop's palace was, probably, near it. At a litde diftance, to 
the north weft, are remains of a very ftrong building, called the Iron 
caftle I, from which there feems to have been three walls by the fea 
fide, and feveral other buildings, as appears from many parts of the 
rock, which feem to have been cut out in order to lay foundations. 

The Greeks have a bifhop here, and a very good old church and con
vent. The Latin fathers of the Holy Sepulchre have apartments, and a 
chapel in a Kane, which ferves as a convent ; and all the Europeans 
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live in the Kane, except the Englifh conful. The Maronkes and Arme
nians have each of them a church. The trade here, for the moft part, con-
fifts in an export of corn for Europe, and of cotton for iEgypt, and 
other places ; many efpecially on this coaft. The merchants frequently 
carry on this trade by advancing money to the Arabs before-hand, 
and taking the produce of their land at very reafonable rates, which 
ghres the European merchants a great intereft in the country. 

As Acre- is fo remarkable in hiftory, I took fome pains in examining 
the ground and country about it. Half a mile eaft of the city, is a 
finall hill, improved by a r t ; it is about half a mile in length, and a 
quarter of a mile broad, and is very fteep every way, except to the 
fouth weft: This was probably the camp of the befiegers, as it was a 
fine fituation for that purpofe; and the Paiha pitches his tent on this 
hill when he goes the yearly circuits to receive his tribute. To the 
north of this, there is an irregular rifing ground, where there are great 
ruins of vaults, fome of which feem to have been refervoirs of water j 
and probably this might be a place where they depofited fome of the 
lefs valuable baggage of the army. To the north weft of this place, and 
a mile to the north of the city, there is another fine fituation fox a 
camp, being a rifing ground : On the higheft part of it are the ruins of 
4 very ftrong fquare tower, and near it, is a mofque, a tower, and other 
great buildings; the place is called Abouotidy, from a Sheik who was 
buried there. Half way between this place and Acre, there is a fine well, 
which always abounds in water, and it is probable there might be fome 
private canal from it to the city. One day I went about eight miles to 
the north eaft: At the diftance of five miles from the town, we came to 
a rivulet, and travelled by the fide of it in a narrow valley, between 
high hills j at the end of which, we came to a caftle on a hill: At the7 

bottom of it, there is a large building of hewn ftone; this place is called 
by Europeans, The Enchanted caftle. The caftle of Indi, and the Strong 
mountain, or mount Feret, are mentioned as fortrefles belonging to the 
knights near Acre1 ; and it is probable this may be one of them; I mould 
rather take it to be mount Feret, and Indi might be at a village called 
Calour-Hanfan, through which we pafled in our return; it is on a rifing 
ground, where I faw the ancient pillar of hewn ftone, reprefented at X, 
in the ninth plate; but it is certain, that the diftances mentioned do 
not agree, which, I find, are not to be depended on, in the authors who 
write of the holy war. 

C H A P . XIV. 

Of the rivers B E L U S and K I S H O N J of mountCARMEL, 
and C A I P H A . 

I S E T out from Acre, in order to go to mount Carmel and Caefa-
rea, to the fouth. I had with me two Chriftians, drefled like 
Turks, and well armed : We went round the bay, pafling the mouth 

Belus. of the river Belus, where it is mallow. This river rifes out of a lake, 
computed 
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computed to be about fix miles diftant towards the fouth eaft, and is 
called by the antients, Palus Cendovia, Some authors fpeak of the 
fepulcre of Memnon near it, which I have hadoccafion to mention before *». 
There are antient writers who derive the name of Ake, given- to the 
city, from a ftory relating to Hercules, that he was fent to feek for ibrne 
herb on a river to heal his wounds, and found the Colocafia on the ri* 
ver Belus, which effe&ed the cure n. It is faid, that the firft glafs was 
made of the fand of this river, probably by fome accidental melting of 
it in the fire. Pliny accounts for the vertue of this fand, in a very ex
travagant manner0: But Strabo mentions the fand between Ptolemais 
and Tyre, as proper for making glafs *; and {peaks of an opinion, that 
it could be melted only at Sidon, which was probably owing to fome 
particular art they had there. The river Belus, according to fome geo
graphers % feems to be the torrent of Iphthahel, fpoken of by St. Jerom^ 
in explaining a pafiage of Jofhuar, where a valley of that name is men
tioned, which may be this of Acre $ it is laid, [but it muft be underftood 
only in fome parts,] to be the bounds of Zabulon, which extended to 
the lea of Tiberias, and was divided from the tribe of lflachar on the 
fouth, by the river Kifhon. 

We went on round the bay, and, towards the fouth eaft corner, for
ded the river Kimon, which is a larger river than the Belus; and they KiflioH: 
told me, that it rifes to the fouth of mount Tabor $ but I fuppofe, that 
the fources of it are in the hills to the eaft of the plain of Efdraelon. 
Being enlarged by feveral fmall ftreams, it pafles between Mount Car
mel, and the hills to the north, and then falls into the fea at this place. 
Here fome make the tribe lflachar to begin, and to extend near as far as 
Csefarea, to the half tribe of Manafieh; if fo, it took in all Mount Carmelj 
and part of the plain of Edraelon, extending eaftward to the river Jordan ; 
but as the tribe of Aflerisfaid to have bordered on thehalf tribe of Manafieh, 
others think, that lflachar was on the eaft of Mount CarmeL and did Mount d«* 
not extend to the fea. We came near the foot of Mount Carmel, andm 

then turned to the weft : This mountain extends from the fea, as far as 
the plain of Edraelon eaftward, and from this bay to Casfarea fouth-
ward. They have a tradition, that the part of the mountain, over this 
corner of the bay, was the fpot famous for the facrifice of Elijah, by fire 
from heaven, after the priefts of Baal had, to no purpofo, invoked their 
God, and cut themfelves from morning to evening, on which Elijah 
caufod them to be flain at the river Kifhon s. They fay, this is the 
pleafanteft part of the mountain, being beautified with many forts of 
fruit trees j but I could not go to it, as it was at that time much infeft-
ed by the Arabs. 

We went on to Caipha, which is on the fouth fide of the bay, op-Caipfa* 
pofite to Acre. I take it to be Calamon, which, in the Jerufalem Itine
rary, is placed twelve miles from Ptolemais ; Sicaminos is there mention
ed, as three miles further in the way to Jerulalem j and Ptolemy puts 
it in the fame degree of latitude as Mount Carmel: It might have been 

m See Vol. I. pag. 104. note f. ' Adrichomius. 
0 Akea (yAw«0 in Greek fignifies cures. r Jof. xix. 14, 27. 
' Plin. Nat. Hift. lib. xxxvi. c. 65. s 1 Kings xviii. 19. 
f Strabo xvi. 758. 
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on the rifing ground, at that point of land, which makes the fouthern en
trance of the bay. Caipha is faid alfo to have had the name of Porphureon, 
as it is conjectured, from the purple fifh found on this coaft, with which 
they made the Tyrian d ie ; and to have been called Hepha, or rather 
Kepha, from the rocky ground it is fituated o n ; out of which many fe-
pulchres are cut, moftly like fingle coffins, but not feparated from the 
rock, and very much in the Jewifh tafte; it is not improbable, that 
this place was inhabited by Jews. I t was a bifhopric, and there is a 
well-built old church entire, which might have been the cathedral. 
There are alfo ruins of a large building, that feems to have been the 
caftle ; and they have built two forts, as a defence againft the coriairs; 
for this, in reality, is the port of Acre, where mips lie at anchor; 
it being a bad fhoar on the other fide, where they cannot remain with 
fafety, by reafon of the fhallownefs of the water. 

Ojnvents of j delivered a letter here to the Aga, who ordered two of his men to 
mei. accompany m e : Oppofite to this place, we went up Mount Carmel, to 

the Latin convent of the Carmelites, inhabited only by two or three 
monks; great part of the convent, and particularly the church and re
fectory, are grots cut out of the rock, this place having been made a 
monaftery not long ago ; for when the large convent was deftroyed, 
which I ihall have oceafion to mention hereafter, they lived as hermits 
in the grottos, and ufed. to meet and confer in a grot towards the foot of 
the hill, which is one of the finef! I ever fa w ; it is like a grand faloon, 
and is about forty feet long, twenty wide, and fifteen high; it is cut out of 
the rock, and is now converted into a mofque. Over this convent are 
the ruins of the old monaftery, where probably the order of Carmelites 
was inftituted ; it might, at firft, be inhabited by the Greek caloyers of 
the order of faint Elias, who had pofleflion of thefe parts; before the La
tins were eftablifhed here. Near it is a chapel in a grot, where, they fay, 
Elias fometimes lived, which is reforted to with great devotion, even by 
the Turks, as well as by the Chriftians and Jews, on the feftival of that 
faint. We flayed all night in the Latin convent, from which there is a 
very fine profpecl. 

The next morning we defcended the hill; and turning to the weft 
fide of it, went a little way to the fouth, and then to the eaft, into a 
narrow valley, about a mile long, between the mountains, and came to 
the grotto, where, they fay, Elias ufually lived ,• near it is his fountain, 
cut out of the rock. Here are the ruins of a convent, which, they fay, 
was built by Brocardus, the fecond general of the Latin Carmelites, who 
has wrote an account of the Holy Land. Over this, on the top of the 
hill, is a fpot of ground which they call Elias's garden, becaufe they find 
many ftones there, refembling pears, olives, and, as they imagine, water 
melons; the laft, when broke, appear to be hollow, and the infide 
beautifully cryftalized. One part of this fpot they call the Garden-wall, 
which looks like an old foundation,- it is about eight feet wide, and near 
a quarter of a mile long, and feems to have been a trench filled with 
loofe ftones. I could not learn what this really was, but conjecture, 
that it was a long bafin dug to receive the rain water, either to feed the 
fountain below, or to be conveyed fome way or other to the convent, 
which is at a diftance from the fountain; for I faw feveral bafins 
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about the convent, cut out of the rock, and full of water. They might fill 
up this place with ftones, that it might remain undiscovered, and not 
be deftroyed by the Arabs: Among thefe ftones efpecially, there are a 
great number that have a cryftalization in them. 

C H A P. XV. 

Of caftle PELLEGRINO, TORTURA, and C^SAREA by 
the fea fide. 

E went on to caftle Pellegrino, whicli is the name given it by Caftle Peiie* 
the Franks j but the natives call it Athlete, which probably w a s ^ 0 , 

the name the Greeks gave it, on account of its ftrength. It is 
fituated on a fmall rocky promontory, that extends about a quarter of a 
mile into the fea, and is near half a quarter of a mile broad, having a 
finall bay to the fouth. This place was formerly called Petra incifa; I 
fuppofe in the middle ages, and probably from its fituation on a rock, 
and having a foflee cut on the eaft fide of it, fb as to make it an ifland, 
as it probably was, before the foflee was filled up with fand. There 
feems to have been a town to the eaft and fouth eaft of the promontory, 
as appears from the walls, which are almoft entire, and are built of 
large hewn ftone rufticated. The town was about a quarter of & 
mile broad from eaft to weft, and half a mile long from north to 
fouth y the fea being to the north, and the caftle and fea to the weftj 
there are no walls on thofe fides, except the buildings of the caftle. 
The bay is nowchoaked up with fand, which is rifen almoft as high as the 
city walls, infomuch that there are very few figns of any ruins to be feen. 
The caftle itfelf is very magnificent, and is encompafled with two walls 
fifteen feet thick : The inner wall, on the eaft fide, cannot be lefs than 
forty feet high, and within it there appear to have been fome very 
grand apartments; the offices of the fortrefs feem to have been at the 
weft end, where I faw an oven eighteen feet in diameter. In the caftle 
there are remains of a fine lofty church of ten fides, built in a light 
Gothic tafte; three chapels are built to the three eaftern fides, each of 
which confifts of five fides, excepting the opening to the church: In 
thefe, it is probable, the three chief altars ftood. The caftle feems to 
have been built by the Greek emperors, as a place for arms, at the time 
when they were apprehenfive of the invafions of the Saracens; and pro
bably was in the pofleffion of the Chriftians, when they regained Pa-
laeftine. The whole is fo magnificent, and fo finely built, that it may be 
reckoned as one of the things that are beft worth feeing in thefe parts. 
I flayed here all night, and was entertained by the fhiek, to whom I 
had a letter from the conful, but was obliged to pay a caphar, of about 
half a guinea. 

The next morning we fet out very early, with fome perfons whom the 
fhiek ordered to go with us, and travelled, as they computed, about ten 
miles fouth toTortura, a fmall village, with a port to the fbuth, for large Tortura. 
boats, which are fometimes forced to put in there by flrefs of weather, 
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when paffengers are obliged to pay a caphar of a fequin, or nine flail,-
lings a head. This feems to be the antient Dora, mentioned by faint Je*-
rom, as nine miles from Casfarea \ The prefent village is to the ealt fide 
of the bay; to the north of the port, there is a fmall promontory, on 
which there is a ruined caftle ; here probably was the old town, as it is 
mentioned to have been a peninfula. Being recommended to the fheik 
of this place, I received very great civilities from him, and he prefTed us 
much to dine with him in our return. 

We went on towards Caefarea, and came to a river called Goradge ; 
probably the Kerfeos of Ptolemy, which he places four miles louth of 
Dora. We afterwards parTed the river Zirka, about three miles north of 
Caefarea ; this, I fuppofe, is the river Crocodilon, of Pliny u , which he 
mentions with a city of the fame name, fpoken of alfo by Strabo*, as a 
place that was then deftroyed y. When 1 returned to Acre, I happened 
to afk, if there was any tradition of fuch a city towards Caefarea ,• and 
they told me, that there were crocodiles in the river Zirka, which I 
fhould not have believed * if it had not been confirmed by very good 
authorities, and that fome of them had been brought to Acre ,* which I 
found attefted by all the Europeans there; and I find fince, that it is 
mentioned by an hiftorian of thofe parts, that there were crocodiles 
in the river Caefarea of Palaeftinez: They fay, the crocodiles are fmall, 
not exceeding five or fix feet in length, but however, that they have 
taken fome young cattle that were ftanding in the river; fo that it is pro
bable, a colony from fome city in iEgypt, that worshipped the crocodiles, 
came and fettled here, and brought their deities along with them. I 
obferved to the fouth of this river, a high ground, which might be the 
lite of the antient city. 

We came to Caefarea, mentioned by the antients, as fixty-two miles 
diftant from Jerufalem, thirty from Joppa, and thirty-fix from Acre; it 
was antiently called the tower of Strato,asit is faid, from a Greek, who was 
founder of it. A city was afterwards built here by Herod, and called 
Caefarea, in honour of Auguftus, and it was named Caefarea of Palaeftine, 
to diftinguifh it from Caefarea Philippi, or Caefarea Paneadis, which was 
at the rife of the river Jordan ; it was made a Roman colony by Vefpa-
fian, and called the Flavian colony, from his family4. The antient city 
extended further to the north than the prefent walls; for I faw a wall 
on the fhoar, which I obferved to run about half a mile to the north, 
near to fome aqueducts. A plan of Caefarea may be feen in the fifth 
plate, a tB. 

Jofephusb particularly defcribes the extraordinary port made by He
rod, which feems to have been at b ; the entrance of it was to the 
north, probably near the head of landr mark'd c, which feems to 

* See Reland's Palseftine, under DORA. 
u Hinc redeundum eft ad oram, atque Phce-

nicen. Fuit oppidum Crocodilon, eft * flumen : 
memoria urbium, Doron, Sycaminon. Plin. 
Nat. v. 17. 

* Strabo xvi. 758. 
y Johannis de Vitriaco Hiftoria Hierofolymi-

tana, c. 86. Crocodili habitant in flumine Cse-
* Lege, & flumen. 

farese Palseftinje •, as quoted in Reland's Pa-
teftine, lib. iii. under CMSARZA. Breidenbac 
alfo mentions crocodiles in a lake to the eaft of 
Caefarea. 

z See Reland's Palasftine, ibid. 
\ On a medal of Marcus Aurelius, it is 

called COL. PRIMA Ft. AVG. CAESAREA. 
b Jofephi Antiq. Jud. 1. xv. c. 13. & De 

bello Jud. i. 21. 
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be a work of later date : A mole is mentioned, as carried out two 
hundred feet into the fea, which may be at the land d. It is probable 
that the round tower, called Drufus, in honour of Auguftus's grandfon, 
was at the end of it, where there are now fome fmall ruins e. I ob* 
ferved flat rocks about this port, on which, it is probable, fome works 
were raifed, to (helter the mips from the wefterly winds. Caefar's tem
ple, and the coloflal ftatues of Auguftus and Rome, are mentioned as 
on a hill, towards the middle of the port. There are three rifing grounds 
at the bottom of the port; that in the middle f, might be the fite of 
the temple; that to the north g, might be the forum; and the hill to 
the fouth h, the theatre ; behind which, to the fouth of the port, he fays, 
was the amphitheatre ; and I fuppofe, the rifing ground i, was made by 
the ruins of it, which, in the fituation, anfwers very nearly to his dc--
fcription, that it commanded a fine view of the fea. The aquedu&s 
mentioned to the north, which might bring water from the river, run 
north and fouth: The lower aqueduft, which is to the eaft of the other, 
is carried along on a wall without arches, and of no great height; it is 
thirteen feet thick, and feems to have conveyed a great body of water in 
an arched channel, which is five feet fix inches wide. This aqueducV as 
well as the other, is almoft buried in the fand. The other aqueduft, 
forty yards nearer the fea is built on arches, as reprefented at C ; the 
fide of it next the lea, is a rufticated work ; but the eaft fide is plaiftered 
with a very ftrong cement, probably to prevent any damage from the 
lands that might be drove againft it. The walls of the town, which are 
now remaining, are faid to have been built by Lewis the ninth of France, 
in the time of the holy war; they are of fmall hewn ftone, and about a 
mile in circumference, defended by a broad foflee: From the fouth 

-weft corner of them is the point of land c, before mentioned, where 
there are ruins of a very ftrong caftle, which feems to have been built at 
the fame time as the walls, and is full of fragments of very fine mar
ble pillars, fome of which are of granite, cippolino, and a beautiful 
grey alabafter * they fhew a large ftone of granite near it, which they 
call Hajar Murnoque, and tell fome ftories of it. To the north of this 
there feems to have been a fmall port k, perhaps of the middle ages. 
Within the walls of the city there ^re great ruins of arched houfes, which 
probably were built during the time of the holy war j but the ground is 
fo much overgrown with briars and thiftles, that it was impoflible to go 
to any part, where there was not a beaten path; it is a remarkable refort 
for wild boars, which abound alfo in the neighbouring plain $ and when 
the Mahometans kill them, they leave their carcafes on the fpot, as it 
would defile them only to touch them. There are only two or three 
poor families that live here, and are in perpetual fear of the Arabs, 
againft whom their poverty is their beft fecurity. There is no other re
markable ruin within the walls, except a large church, which probably 
was the cathedral of the archbifhop, who had twenty bifhops under 
him: It is a ftrong building, and appears to have been deftroyed by war, 
as well as the caftle. By what I could conjecture, it feems to have been 
built in the ftyle of the Syrian churches, 'with three naves, which ended 
to the eaft in femicircles, where they had their principal altars. The 
rifing ground i, to the fouth, where I fuppofe the amphitheatre was built, 
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feems to have been the fite of a caftle in later ages, and to have had a 
fquare tower at each corner, and a foffee on three fides of it. This 
city is remarkable in facred writ upon feveral accounts; Cornelius c the 
centurion lived here, who was admonifhed by an angel to fend for faint 
Peter to Joppa, when the apoftle had that remarkable virion, by which 
he was direded to preach the gofpel to the Gentiles: They have a tradi
tion, that Cornelius was the firft bifhop of this city. Philip the evan-
gelift lived here with his four lifters, who were propheteffesd: Saint Paul 
was kept in this city in Herod's palace, and pleaded before king Agrippa 
and Felix, from whofe judgment he appealed to Rome*; and on his 
departure from this place to Jerufalem, Agabus prophefied of his future 
fufferings, by binding himfelf with Paul's girdle, and declaring, that 
the perfon who owned it, fhould be bound in like manner f: And as this 
harbour«was then become the great port of Palaeftine, we find the apo-
ftles embarking and landing at its. 

We let out on our return from this place, taking fbme refrefhment 
when we came to the river, and went about half a mile to the eaft of 
Tortura, not defigning to ftpp there; but when we were oppofite to that 
place, the fhiek fent out his people to call after us, and we found that 
we muft go and dine with him, for if we had not, he would have taken 
it as a very great affront, efpecially as he had prepared a dinner for us, 
which chiefly confifted of pilaw, with £ome fmall pieces of boiled and 
roaft mutton in i t ; and being entertained with coffee, we went oh to 
caftle Pellegrino ,• the next day we dined at the Latin convent on Mount 
Carmel, and the wind being fair, I took a boat, and crofted over the 
bay to Acre. 

C H A P . XVI. 

Of SEPHOR, NAZARETH, mount TABOR, and the plain of 
ESDRAELON. 

I S E T out from Acre, in order to go to Nazareth, on the eighth of 
May, in the afternoon; having two Chriftians, natives of Nazareth, 
to guard me, as I had in the journey toCaefarea. We went eaftward 

through the plain of Acre, and to the fouth of a fmall round hill, which 
lies north of the further end of the bay; the afcent is fteep, and there is 
a well at the foot of it. Bethedem might be fituated here, which is 
mentioned by St. Jerom among the places of Palaeftine, as eight miles 
to the eaft of Acre, though it is not fo far from that city. To the eaft 
of the bay is a low round hill, called Dhouk: I faw fome walls on it, 
within which, they told me, they kept their oxen in the ploughing fea-
fon. Mifheal h, or Mafhal \ of the Levites, is mentioned in fcripture 
to be in the tribe of Afher, and in the neighbourhood of Carmel; it is 

c Acts x. 24. > s Adts ix. 30. xviii. 22. 
d Aflsxxi. 8. h Jofhuaxix. 26. 
e Acts xxvi. » 1 Chron. vi. 74. 
{ Afts xxi. 10. 
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like wife fpoken of by faint Jerom, as near that mountain and the lea, 
and poffibly it might be on this hill. The plain towards the eaft is cal
led the country of Saphet, being a jurifdiciion under a city of the feme 
name ; it is an exceeding rich plain, but almoft impaflable after rain, 
nor is it eafy to ride through it in dry weather, except in the high road, 
on account of the clefts which are made in the earth by the heats. 
There are a great number of wild boars here. I obferved, that the plain 
was well cultivated with corn and cotton; they fow the latter in the be
ginning of May, and turn up the ground fo lightly, that I faw the 
ftalks of the laft year's cotton remaining ; for here the cotton is annual; 
whereas in upper ^Egypt and in America, they cultivate the perennial 
cotton, which I faw in bloflbm about Efhe in upper iEgypt, at the be
ginning of February, but here it is not ripe till September ; fb that it 
muft be a plant that thrives in a dry feafon. We came to a well at the 
foot of a hill, on which there is a village called Pere*; the oxen raife the 
water by a bucket and rope, without a wheel, and fo by driving them from 
the well, the bucket is drawn up ; the women carry the water in ear
then jars up the hill to water the plantations of tobacco. They told me, 
there was a village called Damora, to the north; and beyond it is 
Swamor and Berroe; and weft of it a mountain called Talkizon; we 
went up the hill by Pere"; beyond it is Ethphahani; we then defcended 
into a valley, which joins the great plain to the fouth weft, and foon 
afcended another hill; and having travelled about two miles, we came to 
the village of Abylene* Tho' there were feveral places of the lame name, 
yet I do not find any in this country that was fo antiently called. Here 
one of the great fheiks refides, who would have prepared a collation 
for us, and afked us to ftay all night, but we only took coffee, and he 
lent a man with us. I obferved many cifterns on the hill; and we de
fcended into the pleafant narrow vale of Abylene, having low hills on 
each fide covered with trees, chiefly the Garoubi; and a fort of oak 
with large whitifh leaves, but I am doubtful whether it was ever-green 
or not ; and fome other trees not known in Europe. 

Having travelled about three miles, we came into the fine plain or Tribe of Za* 
valley of Zabulon, called Zaal-Hatour: I fuppofe about Pere we entered bulon-
into the tribe of Zabulon, which was bounded by the river Kifhon to the 
fouth, by the fea of Tiberias to the eaft, and on the north by a line 
from the north end of that lake to the tribe of Afher; and probably it ex
tended to the eaft end of the bay of Acre, as it is mentioned to be at the 
haven of the fea, and as an harbour of (hips k ; and the tribe of Afher 
might, notwithftanding, be both to the north and fouth of this bay; 
the hills eaft of the plains of Acre and Tyre, feem to have been the 
bounds between Zabulon and Aflier. Both this tribe, and Afher, and Galilee. 
all that country weft of the fea of Tiberias, and of the river Jordan, 
which is to the north of Carmel, is thought to have been Galilee. This 
plain, I conjecture, is about three miles broad and ten long, extending 
to the plain of Efdraelon, being a fine fruitful fpot, and all covered with 
corn: We pafied to the left of a beautiful hill, which had a village on it 
called Bedoui; pofhbly the town of Zabulon might be fituated on this 

k Genefisxlix. 13. 
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hill, being fpoken of as a ftrong place 'l; or it might be on the hill, 
which I fhall mention, to the fouth. At the foot of the hill, is what the 
monks call the well of Zabulon ,• the water is drawn by boys in lea
thern buckets, and carried in jars up the hill on women's heads. 
On the eaft fide of the plain, is the village Romani, probably fo called 
from the pomegranates that may grow there m; and on the other fide of the 
vale is Gana or Kana, which I fhall have occafion to mention; and Der 
Hanan is to the north weft, at fome diftance among the hills. They lay 
it is now only a caftle ; but from the name, it feems to have been for
merly dedicated to faint John. When we were towards the eaft fide of 
the plain, the man fent by the fheik of Abylene, faid, he faw two 
horfemen to the fouth, under a hill, which ftretches fouthwards in the 
plain; he rode towards the place, but could fee no body, on which he 
returned ; foon after they faid, they faw about ten men riding fwiftly to
wards us, and as many coming full fpeed down the hill; my lervant 
faid the fame, tho' I did not fee them, which poffibly might be owing 
to the height of the {landing corn, for the corn was not then cut : A 
pannick ieized us all, not without reafbn, if they were fo numerous, 
and we rode as faft as poffibly we could, until we got to the foot of the 
hill that leads up to Sephoury. 

We afcended the high hill, on which the antient city of Sephor or 
Sephoris ftood, the ftrongeft of all this country; it was made the ca
pital of Galilee; an honour which before was enjoyed by Tiberias. 
This place was alio called Dioca?farea. One of the five judicatures of 
Pakeftine was held at i t ; the others being at Jerufalem, Jericho, Ga-
dara, and Amathus. This town was fortified by Herod, but upon lome 
infurre&ion of the Jews, it was deftroyed in the time of Conftantius. 
There is a caftle on the top of the hill, with a fine tower of hewn ftone; 
and near half a mile below it, is the village of Sephoury, called by the 
Chriftians Saint Anna, becaufe they have a tradition, that Joachim and 
Anna, the parents of the bleffed virgin, lived here, and that their houfe 
was on the fpot where there are ruins of a church, with lome fragments 
of pillars of grey granite about it. Here the Greeks have a fmall cha
pel, and there are feveral broken ftone coffins about the village. 

As it was not thought fafe to go further, the Greek prieft invited us 
to his houfe; but it was proper we mould be with the Sheik, who made 
us a fire in a ruined Mocot, and fent us boiled milk, eggs, and coffee, 
and we were obliged to lodge in a very bad place. 

The next morning, the ninth, we fet out for Nazareth: About a mile 
to the fouth eaft is the fine fountain of Sephoury, which probably is the 
fountain of this name, where the kings of Jerufalem, during the holy 
war, encamped their armies, on account of the great plenty of water and 
herbage, that there is about this place; and it is particularly mentioned in 
the account of the fiege of Acre. We went thro' a fmall plain or valley, 
which ftretches to the north eaft, and faw a place called Reineh: We afcend
ed a hill, and loon after came into the high road to Nazareth, from 
the north; and turning to the fouth, we went down a rocky hill to Na-

Nazareth. zareth, which is fituated on the eaft fide of a low ridge of hills that run to 

1 Jofephus De bello Judaico, ii. 37, m Romani fignifies pomegranates in Arabic. 
1 the 
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the fouth; there being another to the eaft of it in the fame dire&ion, and 
a very narrow valley between them ; all the hills are of a foft white 
ftone. 

The Latin fathers of the Holy Sepulchre have a large well built con
vent and church herej where I abode during my ftay in this place. Near 
the prefent church are fome remains of a much larger, which feems by 
the architecture to be of the time of the emprefs Helena; for there re
main feveral capitals, and bafes of pillars, arid other pieces of antient 
work, in a tolerable good tafte ; and over a door there is an old alt-relief 
of Judith, cutting off the head of Holofernes. The church is faid to 
be built over the place where the houfe of Jofeph and Mary flood, and 
they mew the fpot, from which, they fay, the holy houfe of Loretto 
was removed ; there is a defccnt to it by fteps, and within it there 
is a grot cut out of the foft rock, to which, it is faid, the houfe ad.-
joyned, fo that the grotto was part of their habitation. - The great church 
built over the houfe of Jofeph, is mentioned by the writers of the feventh 
and twelfth century. To the north of the convent are ruins of a fmall 
church, which, it is faid, was on the fpot where Jofeph had his houfe, 
probably apart from the women, according to the eaftern cuftom, where 
they fuppofe he exercifed his trade : To the weft of thisj there is a fmall 
arched building, which, they fay, is the fynagogue where Chriffc ex
plained the text of Ifaiah concerning himfelf, by which he gavefuch great 
ofience to his countrymen \ And on the other fide of the hill to the 
weft, they fhew a large rock in a quarry, on which they affirm, that 
Chrift eat with his difciples. 

About a furlong to the north of the village is a fountain, over which 
there is an arch turned -y it runs into a beautiful marble vafe, that feems 
tci have been a tomb. Beyond it is a Greek church under ground, where 
the Greeks fay, the angel Gabriel firft faluted the blefled virgin; there 
is a fountain in it, and formerly there was a church built over it °. 

We went two miles fbuth to the mountain of the precipice, winding 
round to a part of the valley, which is very narrow, having high hills 
on each fide of it. To the weft is the mountain of the precipice, which 
is towards the fouth end of a fteep and rocky ridge of hills. We af-
cended about a quarter of the way up the hill, where there is an altar 
cut in the rock, with an arch over it, and fome remains of a Mofaic 
pavement: There are two cifterns near i t ; the monks come here fbme-
times to celebrate mafs. About forty feet higher is the place, from which, 
they fay, the Jews would have thrown our Saviour down p. There are 
two high ftones at the edge of the rock, like a parapet wall, where they 
fhew, what, they fay, are the prints of Chrift's hands and feet, when he 
refilled the violence they ufed againft him. We afcended to the top of 
the hill, which is fo covered with great loofe pieces of rock, that it was 
difficult to defcend into the valley to the north eaft, in which we re-
turned; and winding round in the vale to the weft, came to Beer-Emir 
[The well of the prince] where I faw an antient marble coffin, adorned 
with relief of three feftoons. 

a Luke if. 
0 See Reland, under NAZARETH. P Luke iv. 29. 

We 
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We went up the hill on the fouth, to a village called Jaffa, which is 

to the weft of the precipice. Beyond the village there is an altar to St. John 
the Evangelift, where, they fay, the houfe of Zebedee flood, who was the 
father of James and John, and here the monks celebrate on St. John's 
day. From this place I had a fine view of the weft part of the vale of 
Efdraelon, which extends to mount Carmel. The fheik of the village 
entertained us with fryed eggs, fower milk, and coffee. We returned 
by the Princes Well, and going near a mile further towards Nazareth, 
we afcended a hill to the eaft, on which there are the ruins of a church, 
called Our Lady of Fear, becaufe, they fay, the bleffed virgin followed 
Chrift fo far, when they were leading him away, to throw him down the 
precipice. 

Ta- On the tenth, we left Nazareth, very early in the morning, to go 
eaftward to mount Tabor, called by the people Jebel Tour ; and tra
velling two hours between low hills, we came into the plain of Efdrae
lon ; the mount is on the weft fide of it, and about two leagues diftant from 
Nazareth. A view of that hill may be feen in the fifth plate at I • it is one 
of the fineft hills I ever beheld, being a rich foil, that produces excel
lent herbage, and is moft beautifully adorned with groves and clumps 
of trees. The aicent is- fb eafy, that we rode up the north fide by a 
winding road. Some authors mention it as near four miles high, others 
as about two ; the latter may be true, as to the winding afcentup the hill: 
This mountain is fituated in the great plain of Efdraelon; the top of it 
which is about half a mile long, and near a quarter of a mile broad, is 
ejicompafled with a wall, which Jofephus built in forty days; there was 
alfo a wall along the middle of it, which divided the fouth part, on 
which the city flood, from the north part, which is lower, and is 
called the Meidan, or place, being probably ufed for exercifes when 
there was a city here, which Jofephus mentions by the name of Atabu-
rion • within the outer wall, on the north fide, are feveral deep foflees, 
out of which, it is probable, the ftones were dug to build the walls; and 
thefe foflees feem to have anfwered the end of cifterns, to preferve the 
rain water, and were alfo fome defence to the city. There are likewife a 
great number of cifterns under ground, for preferving the rain water: 
To the fouth, where the afcent to the hill, or approach to the walls was 
moft eafy, there are foffees cut on the outfide to render the accefs more 
difficult. Some of the gates alfo of the city remain, as Babel Houah, 
[The gate of the winds] to the weft, and Babel-Kubbe [The arched gate] 
which is a fmall one to the fouth. Antiochus, king of Syria, took the 
fortrefs on the top of this hill; Vefpafian alfo got pofTeflion of it, and, af
ter that, Jofephus fortified it with ftrong walls -y but what has made it 
more famous than any thing elfe, is the common opinion from the time 
of St Jerom, that the transfiguration of our Saviour was on this moun
tain, when Mofes and Elias appeared as talking to him in the prefence 
of Peter, James, and John \ 

On the eaft part of the hill are the remains of a ftrong caftle, and 
within the precinct of it is the grot, in which there are three altars, in 

i Matt. xvii. Luke ix. Mark ix. 
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memory of the three tabernacles which St. Peter propofed to biiild ; and 
where the Latin fathers always celebrate on the day of the transfiguration. 
It is faid, there was a magnificent church built here by St. Helena, which 
was a cathedral when this town was made a bifhop's fee. Sonle 
late authors have thought, that this was not the place of the transfigu
ration ; but as the tradition has been fo univerfal, their opinion is ge
nerally exploded. There was formerly a convent of Benedictine monks 
here •> and on another part of the hill a monaftery of Bafilians, where 
the Greeks have an altar, and perform their divine fervice on the fefti-
val of the transfiguration : On the fide of the hill, they mew a church in 
a grot, where, they fay, Chrift charged his difciples not to tell what 
things they had feen, till he was glorified. 

Mount Tabor is not only a moft beautiful hill in itfelf, but alfb com
mands a very glorious profped:, efpecially of many places famous in fa-
cred writ ; as, to the fouth, of the mountains of Samaria, and the hills oi" 
Engaddi j to the eaft, what they call the hill of Hermon, and, at the foot 
of it, Nain and Endor, and, north eaft of that, the mountains of Gilboa, 
fo fatal to the family of Saul. As to Hermon, a mountain of that name 
is mentioned by St. Jerom r in this par t ; but it may be very much 
doubted, whether this is redly the hill that is meant in fcripture, for the 
reafbns I mall hereafter give. At the fouth weft corner of the plain one 
fees mount Carmel: To the north, the mount on which our Saviour 
delivered his fermon to the people, and, near it, the place where he 
blefled, and miraculoufly diftributed the loaves to the multitudes. The 
lea of Tiberias is like wife feen from this height; and to the north weft 
of it, Saphet, on a very high mountain; to the north of which, a much 
higher is feen, called Gebel-Sheik, which feems to be Hermon, and is 
always covered with fnow ; at the foot of it the river Jordan rifes, a little 
more than a day's journey diftant from Damafcus. 

At the foot of Mount Tabor, to the weft, on a rifing ground, there is 
a village called Debourah, probably the fame that is mentioned in fcrip
ture s on the borders of the tribes of Zabulon and Iflachar. There is 
likewife a ruined church at that place, where, it is faid, Chrift left the 
reft of the difciples before his transfiguration. Any one who examines 
the fourth chapter of Judges, may fee that this is probably the fpot where 
Barak and Deborah met at mount Tabor with their forces, and went to 
purfue Sifera; and, on this account, it might have its name from that 
great prophetefs, who then judged and governed Ifrael; for Jofephus 
« relates, that Deborah and Barak gathered the army together at this 
mountain u. 

I returned from mount Tabor, going to the fouth through the plain 
of Efdraelon, and came to the village of Zal, which is about three 
miles from Tabor, fituated on a rocky ground, rifing a little above the 
plain: Near it there are many fepulchres cut in the rock; fome of 
them are like flone coffins above-ground ; others are cut into the rock, like 
graves ; fome of them having ftone covers over them; fo that formerly 

r Epiftola 44. Paulse ad Marcellam. * Jofephus Antiq. vi. 5. 
* Jof. xix. 12. &xxi. 28. u Jofeph. xix. 12. 
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this might be no inconfiderable place ; and perhaps it was Xalod [SaAw ĵ 
mentioned by Jofephus, in the great plain, as the bounds of lower Ga
lilee to the fbuth. Turning weft, I paffed near the mountain of the 
precipice already defcribed, and afcending the hills near Jaffa, returned 
to Nazareth. 

C H A P . XVII. 

Of C A N A in GALILEE^ the mount of B E A T I T U D E S , 
BETHSATDA, the town and fea of TIBERIAS, and fome 
places near them. 

I Set out from Nazareth on the twenty-fecond of May, and went 
northward to Memed, which, the Turks fay, is the country of 
Jonah ,• they alfo fhewed me a nich in a mofque', where it is faid 

his fepulchre was. Saint Jerom, in his preface to the book of Jonah, 
mentions Geth, two miles from Saphorim, in the way to Tiberias, which 
is fuppofed to be Gittah-Hepher, mentioned in fcripture as the bounds of 
the tribe of Zabulon; and lays, it was the country of Jonah, and the 
place where they fhewed his fepulchre: Now this village is about three 
miles from Sepphoreh; fb that probably the name of it is changed fince 
his time. But there are fome who mention Kirjath Jearim, or Kirjath 
Maura, near Azotus, as the country of this prophet \ The fheik hear
ing that I belonged to the Englifh conful, brought us a collation of 
fryed eggs, lower milk, and coffee. 

About two miles further is Kepher Kenna, where, the Latins fay, our 
Saviour wrought his firft miracle of turning water into wine, at the mar
riage of Cana r. On the fouth fide of the village is a fountain, out of 
which, they fay, the water was taken that was turned into wine ; and 
neat it are the ruins of a church dedicated to faint Bartholomew, and 
faid to have been his houfe. In the village there is a large ruined build
ing, the walls of which are almoft entire; whether it was a houfe or 
church* I could not well judge ; but they fay, that the houfe of the 
marriage was on this fpot: near it is a large new Greek church : It is 
certain this fituation fo near Nazareth, makes it very probable, that it 
was the place where this miracle was wrought; but the Greeks have a 
tradition, that it was at Gana, on the weft fide of the plain of Zabulon, 
about three or four miles north weft of Sepporeh j and it is very extraor
dinary they fhould allow, that the water was carried from this fountain, 
which is at the diftance of four or five miles from it. Which ever 
was the place, it feemed to be a matter unfettled about the beginning 
of the laft century, when a writer * on the holy land endeavoured to fix 
it here, as the moft probable place, tho' Adrichomius feemstogive fuch 
a description of it from feveral authors, as would incline to think that 
it was the other Kana. About three miles further is the fpot where, 

x Epiphanius De vitis prophetarum, p. 246. * Quarefmius. 
,y John ii. x. 
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they fay, the difciples plucked the ears of corn, as they went thro' the 
fields on the fabbath day a . 

Twelve miles north north eaft from Nazareth, we came to the mount Mount of 
of Beatitudes, where our Saviour delivered his remarkable fermonb; itBeatltu es-
is about ten miles north of mount Tabor. From the plain to the fouth, 
it appears like a long low hill, with a mount at the eaft and weft end, 
from which it feems to have the name of Kern-el-Hutin [The horns of 
Hutin] the village of Hutin being under it. At the firft fight the whole hill 
appears to be rocky and uneven, but the eaftern mount is a level furface, 
covered with fine herbage; and here, they fay, it was, that thofe blefiings 
proceeded out of the mouth of the Redeemer of mankind: The mount 
is ninety paces long, and fixty wide. About the middle of this eaftern 
mount are the foundations of a fmall church twenty-two feet fquare, on 
a ground a little elevated, which probably is the place where they fup-
pofed our Saviour was, when he fpake to his difciples. To the weft of 
it there is a ciftern under-ground, which might ferve for the ufe of thofe, 
who had the care of the church. About two miles to the eaft, near the 
brow of this high ground which runs to the fea of Tiberias, there are 
feveral large black ftones; two of them ftand together, and are larger 
than the reft ; and, it is faid, Chrift blefTed the loaves on them, when he 
fed the five thoufand, whom he made to fit down on the grafsc. 

The hills called Kern-el-Hutin, tho' they appear low to the fouth, yetHutio. 
are very high with regard to the plain of Hutin, which is to the north of 
them ; to which I descended, and went to the village of Hutin, which 
lies at the foot of the mountain of Beatitudes, to the weft. This place 
is famous for fome pleafant gardens of lemon and orange trees; and here 
the Turks have a mofque, to which they pay great veneration, having, as 
they fay, a great fheik buried there, whom they call Sede Ifhab, who, 
according to tradition, (as a very learned Jew aflured me) is Jethro, the 
father-in-law of Mofes. 

Two miles north eaft of Hutin, and north of the plain of Hutin, is 
a narrow pafs called Waad Hymam [The valley of doves] which is a 
defcent between two rocky mountains into the plain of Gennefareth, 
which is weftward of the middle part of the fea of Tiberias. Thefe 
mountains are full of fepulchral grots, which probably belonged to the 
towns and villages near ; on the north fide of the hill, over the plain 
of Gennefareth, there is a fortrefs cut into the perpendicular rock a con-
fiderable height, with a great number of apartments ; the afcent to 

Kan-Tehar and Kan Emmie were mentioned; 
and to the north of the fea of Tiberias I few 
Jebel-efheik. From mount Tabor, Ouadelmedy 
was pointed out to the north weft; Kan-Jeuna-
Jear, in the middle of the plain to the north, 
from which that part of the plain is called, 
Zaal-El-Rane•, Kuphro and Sept were men
tioned towards the north eaft. On the eaft 
fide, north of Gilboa, they {hewed Koupbro-
kameh, Efkaharah, Merihah, Ouad-Elberry, 
Meador, Elhadely, Rounem, Syren, and on a 
hill Koukebel-Houah, and the river Jaukmc 
was mentioned -, to the fouth are Tiby, Tame-
rah, Kouphrofde-Mefr, and Naourah, near 
mount Hermon. 

a Mat. xii. i . Mark ii. 23. Luke vi. 1. 
b Mat. v. 
c From the hill Kern-el-Hutin, I had a view 

of the country round about; to the fouth weft I 
faw Jebel-fejar, extending to Sephor; Elmiham 
was mentioned to the fouth of it: I faw the tops 
ofCarmel, then Jebel Turan, near the plain of 
Zabulon, which extends to Jebel Hutin. Be
ginning at the north weft, and going to the 
north eaft, I faw Jebel Igermick, about which 
they named to me thefe places, Sekeneen, El-
bany, Sejour, Nah, Rameh, Mogor, Orady, 
Trenon, Kobrefiad •, and further eaft, on other 
hills, Meirom, Tokin on a hill, and Nouefy; 
and directly north of Hutin is Saphet; and to 
the eaft of the hill on which that city ftands, 

which 
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\vhich is very fteep; it is faid by fome to be the work, or at leaft the 
improvement of Feckerdine. The reafon of my mentioning this pafs 
fo particularly is, becaufe fouth of it in the plain of Hutin, and about 
two miles weft of the fea of Tiberias, are the ruins of a town, or large 
village, which is now called Baitfida, and muft have been the antient 
Bethfaida of Galilee, fo often mentioned in the gofpel. I cannot find 
that this has been yet thoroughly fettled by any authors; and the writers 
on antient geography finding there was a Bethfaida eaft of the fea of 
Tiberias, or of Jordan, in Gaulonitis, have very much doubted whether 
there was another to the weft of that fea, and confequently have con
cluded, that our Saviour fpoke of that on the eaft -, but as the town on 
the eaft had its name changed to Julias by Philip the Tetrarch, before 
our Saviour frequented thofe parts, it may eafily be concluded, that 
the eaftern place was never intended, but always this town, which is 
in Galilee; and though it be two miles diftant from the fea or lake, yet 
it may be faid, without any impropriety, to be by the fea of Tiberias: 
There are ruins of a large ciftern, and other buildings here, and par
ticularly great remains of a church, and of a very fine worked door cafe 
to it of white marble, and fome columns. 

Three miles to the eaft fouth eaft is the town of Tiberias, fltuated on 
the lea of that name, at the north end of a narrow plain, that runs 
along by the fea of Tiberias, and extends farther fouth by the river Jor
dan, being about half a mile broad. The town has indifferent walls on 
three fides, on the fourth it is open to the lake, and is three quarters of a 
mile in circumference, being a quarter of a mile in length, and 
half a quarter of a mile broad 5 there are remains of a very large caftle 
in it, and the fheik has lately built one on the hill north of i t : Except
ing that it is encompafled with a wall, this town is like a village ; the 
few houfes in it being not built contiguous. At the north eaft corner 
of the town there is an oblong fquare church, arched over, and dedi
cated to St. Peter ; it is mentioned by antient authors, and faid by fome 
to be on the fpot where the houfe of St. Peter was. The Latin fathers 
come to it from Nazareth every year, to celebrate on the day of his fe-
ftival. As to the old city, faid to be built by Herod, and named in 
honour of Tiberias, it is not known, whether there was any town here 
before that time, or if there was, what name it bore; though fome falle-
ly think the town of Kenereth was here, which was in Napthali; where
as Tiberias was in the tribe of Zabulon; it is laid by fome to have been 
built by Tiberius himfelf. The town extended about half a mile further 
to the fouth, than the prefent enclofure ; where there are a great num
ber of confufed ruins, and I obferved, that the fuburbs extended ftill fur
ther fouth. Near the prefent town there are ruins of a church, and fur
ther fome figns of a large fquare building, about which there lie feveral 
pillars, which might be the houfe of the government; this having been 
the head city of Galilee, till that dignity was afterwards conferred on Sep-
poreh, as above mentioned. Juftinian repaired the walls of the old city. 

When Jerufalem was deftroyed, the Jewifh rabbins came and lived 
here till the eleventh century ; and at this time, when they were digging 
for ftone on the north fide of the town, in order to build the caftle ; 
they found a great number of fepulchres made under ground, in which, 
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they faid, the Jews were buried ; but whether they are of fo great anti
quity or no, I will not venture to affirm ; for the Jews have left the place 
above eight hundred years. Over the gate way that leads from the fheiks 
houfe to this lake, there is one fide of a ftone coffin, adorned with reliefs; 
it has a crown of flowers in the middle, with a bull, or fome other 
animal, within i t ; on each fide of it there is a feftoon, one end of 
which is fupported by a fpread eagle. 

There are hot baths a quarter of a mile fouth of the walls of old 
Tiberias; I obferved a red fettlement on the ftones; the waters are very 
hot, and are ufed for bathing, being efteemed good for all forts of pains 
and tumors, and, they fay, even for the goutd. Authors commonly 
give this place the name of Emmaus, the Hebrew word for baths ; but 
it is now called by the Arabian name of Hamam. There is a build
ing over the fpring, and fome conveniency for bathing. I took a bot
tle of thefe waters, and had them affayed; and it was found, that they 
had in them a considerable quantity of grofs fixed vitriol, fome alum, 
and a mineral fait. 

When I came near Tiberias, I fent a man before with a letter from 
the conful to the fheik, who, having much company with him, ordered 
his fteward to entertain me at his houfe, and provifions were fent from 
the fheik's kitchin; We fupped on the top of the houfe for coolnefs, 
according to their cuftom, and lodged there likewife in a fort of clofet, 
about eight feet fquare, of wicker work, plaiftered round towards the 
bottom, but without any doors; each perfbn having his cell: They drive 
their cattle within the walls every night, left they mould be ftolen, fb 
that the place abounds with vermin ; and as they have a great number 
of afTes, as well as other cattle, we were frequently difturbed with their 
noife. We dined there the next day, and went on the lake in a boat, 
which they keep in order to bring wood from the other fide. We di
verted ourfelves by fifhing with cafting-nets, which they ufe here; and 
they ftand on a rock, or on the fhoar, and throw when ever they fee 
the fifh. I waited on the fheik to defire two men to accompany me to 
Saphet. 

When I was at Tiberias they were very bufy in making a fort 
on the height to the north of the town, and in ftrengthening the old 
walls with buttrefTes on the infide, the fheik having a difpute with the 
pafha of Damafcus; who after this took his brother in a fkirmifh, and 
caufed him to be publickly hanged in that ci ty; but the pafcha being 
foon after removed, they were freed from their apprehenfions on that ac
count. They have often had difputes with the pafhas of Damafcus, who 
have come and planted their cannon againft their city, and fbmetimes 
have beat down part of their walls, but were never able to take it. 

The fea of Tiberias is a very fine lake; the mountains on the eaft Sea 
come clofe to i t ; the country on that fide has not a very agreeable af-rus" 
peel:: To the weft of it is the plain of Tiberias, the high ground of 
the plain of Hutin, the plain of Gennefareth, and the foot of 
thofe hills by which one afcends to the high mountain of Saphet; 
to the north and fouth it is a plain country. Jofephus computes 

d Jordanis amnis ubi prima convallium eppidis ab occidente Tiberlade aquis cal-
fuit occafto, in lacum fe fundit, quem plures lidis falubri. Plin. Nat. Hift. v. 15. 
Genefaram vocant——amoenis circumfeptum 
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it to be eighteen miles long, and five broad, though I, think it is not 
above fourteen or fifteen miles long ; it is reckoned to be about 
feventy five miles north of the Dead Sea. The water is efteemed very 
good, and abounds much in fifh, and has crabs in it, as there are in 
moft of the lakes and rivers of Afia. A learned Jew, with whom I dif-
courfed at Saphet, lamented that he could not have an opportunity, when 
he was at Tiberias, to go in a boat to fee the well of Miriam in this lake, 
which, he faid, according to their Talmudical writers, was fixed in this 
fea, after it had accompanied the children of Ifrael through the wilder-
nefs, and that the water of it might be feen continually rifing up. 

As Ghrift lived at Capernaum on this fea, there were many very re
markable things done by him in and about this lake. There is nothing 
known of the places mentioned in fcripture on the eaft fide of it. 

I went along the weft fide of the lake to the fouth end of it, which 
is four miles from Tiberias, and came to the place, where the lake emp
ties itfelf into Jordan; it is very narrow there, being not above two 
miles broad, and the channel of the river is rather nearer to the weft fide. 
Jordan firft runs fouth for about a furlong, and then turns weft for 
about half a mile: In this {pace, between the river and the lake, there 
is a rifing ground, called Il-Carak, which feems to have been improved 
into a fortification ; and on the weft fide of it are fome figns of build
ings, where there is a very long bridge, or caufeway, built with arches 
over a marihy ground, under which the water flows into Jordan, when the 
lake is high, making the fide of the abovementioned town or fortrefs an 
ifland ,- by cutting a channel here, they might always have a ftrearri, 
which would make it a very ftrong place, even at this time, as it is out of 
the reach of ordinary cannon from the weftern hills, except from a fmall 
height in the plain, which formerly might add to its ftrength, by de
fending the pafs, there being on it fome marks of an antient building. 
I find the old geographers place Sennabris here, becaufe it is mentioned 
by Jofephus to be thirty ftadia from Tiberias, in the way to Scythopo-
lis ,• it is a place very little frequented. On the other fide of Jordan,'I 
faw very large herds of wild boars, and feveral of them on the fame 
fide lying among the reeds by the fea. On the eaft fide of the fea, to
wards this end, is a narrow plain, where fome geographers place Hippos, 
mentioned as thirty ftadia from Tiberias ;• I was affured, that a ri
ver runs through that plain, from a narrow vale between the hills, and 
continuing its courfe on the eaft iide of Jordan, falls into it four hours, 
that is, eight or ten miles, to the fouth of the lake, below which there is 
a bridge over the river, probably where the antient Scythopolis ftood 5 
this river is called Sheriet Moufeh [the Jordan of Mofes] and I was in
formed, that it is as large as the river Jordan, when the waters are high, and 
that it rifes at the diftance of three days journey in the country of Tauran. 
This feems to be the river Hieromiace, that ran by Gadarae, which was a 
town feven miles and a half diftant from Tiberias ; it is thought to be 
Jarmuth of the Talmudifts; and may be Jabbok, the northern bounds 
or the kingdom of the Amorrhites, as Arnon bounded it to the fouth: 
it confifted of the tribes of Gad and Reuben ; as the countries north of 

e Gadara Hieromiace prseterfluente. Plin, Nat. Hifi. v. 18. 
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it, which were Galaad and the kingdom of Bafhan, contained the half 
tribe of ManafTeh beyond Jordan; and in cafe this is Jabbok, it is that 
river over which Jacob went when he had wreftled with the angel, near 
which he met his brother Efau. 

C H A P . XVIII . 

Of MAGDOL, C A P E R N A U M , T A R I C H ^ E A , the 

waters of M E R O M , the rife of the river J O R D A N , 
C J E S A R E A P H I L I P P I , and mount H E R M O N . 

'E fet out to the north from Tiberias, and the firft place we 
came to was Magdol, which is at the fouth eaft corner of the 
plain of Gennefareth on the fea • where there are confiderable 

remains of a very indifferent caftle: This does not feem to be Magda-
lum mentioned in fcripture, becaufe that is fpoken of with Dalmanutha, 
which was to the eaft of the fea. This plain, which is a fine fpot, mufl be 
what Jofephus calls the country of Gennefareth, which he defcribes as 
thirty ftadia broad from north to fouth, and twenty deep, that is from the 
Vale of doves to the fea, which appears to be very juft. This plain is 
a very fertile fpot of ground, but I could not find that they have ripe 
fruits in it all the year, as fbme have affirmed, excepting a little fort of 
apple, which is not difagreeable, and, if I do not miftake, is the Nabbok 5 
it grows on a thorny tree, and they fay, that they ripen at all feafons. 
About the middle of the plain, or rather towards the north fide, there is a 
very fine fountain about one hundred feet in diameter, enclofed with (a 
circular wall fix feet high, on which account it is called the round foun
tain ,• it runs off in a ftream through the plain into the lake, and is pro
bably the fountain mentioned by Jofephus, by the name of Cefaina, as 
watering this p!ain. This water feems to be that which was called the 
fpring of Capernaum, from which one may fuppofe, that Capernaum 
was at the lake where this rivulet falls into it. 

Capernaum is mentioned as on the borders of Zabulon and Naphtali; Capernaum, 
thefe tribes were probably divided by the brook Lemon, which having 

. paffed the vale of Lemon, that is weft of the vale of Hutin, runs 
through the Vale of doves, and then goes through the plain of Gen
nefareth to the fouth of the fpring, and falls into this lake. As our Sa
viour lived at Capernaum, after he was ill treated by the people of Na
zareth, and had heard that John was imprifoned s, which was about the 
time that he entered on his miniftry, fo this place is very often men
tioned in fcripture. Here he frequently taught in the fynagogue, and 
by the fea fide h : Many likewife of his moft remarkable miracles were 
done in this place ; as the paralytic was healed here, who was let dovvn 
from the top or the houfe ' -3 here he alfo reftored two men to their 

f Jofeph. De bell. Jud. iii. 18. h Matt. xiii. 1. Mark i. 21. ix. 33. 
* Matt. iv. 13. Luke iv. 31. * Matt. ix. 2. Luke v. 18. M a r k i i . i . 
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fight, and cured one who was pofTefTed of a devil; he healed likewise 
the centurion's fervant, only by fpeaking a word k ; and raifed from the 
dead the daughter of Jairus, the chief man of the fynagogue J. They 
now commonly fhew another place for Capernaum, called Telhoue, at 
the eaftern foot of the hills which are north of the plain of Gennefareth ; 
where I faw ruins of afmall church of white marble, with fome remains of 
pilafters about i t ; the ruins extend considerably to the north along the lake, 
and I could plainly obferve a round port for fmall boats, fo that this, with
out doubt, was the antient Tarichea, which Jofephusm defcribes as Situa
ted under the hills like Tiberias, in which particular it very much re-
fembles it, but feems to be farther diftant from Tiberias than thirty ftadia ; 
it had its name from being the place where they chiefly falted the fifh of 
the lake n. The ruins extend along the fhoar for two or three miles ; it 
was fortified with a wall by Jofephus, on the parts that do not lie on 
the fea ; and I faw figns of a wall to the weft of the ruins. Jofephus *> 
gives a particular account oi the manner of taking this city by Titus, 
and of a fight on the water with the inhabitants, who efcaped in boats. 

I enquired for Chorazin, but could find nothing like the name, ex
cept at a, village called Gerafi, which is among the hills, weft of the 
fuppoled ruins of Tarichea ; though fome think, that it was on the 
eaft fide" of the lake, over againft Capernaum. Oppofite to Tarichea was 
Gamala, a ftrong place, famous in the hiftory of Jofephus. 

I went to the north end of the fea of Tiberias, where the river Jor
dan falls into it, after it has taken its courfe for near two miles through 
a fine plain: On the eaft fide of it, at its entrance into that plain, is a 
hill, on which there feemed to be fome ruins; it is called Telouy, and 
feems to be a corruption from Julias, which was the antient Bethfaida 
in the Gaulonitis, and muft have been about this place; there being an
other Julias in Perasa, on the eaft fide of the lake, which before was 
called Betharampta; both having their names changed to that of Julias, 
in compliment to Auguftus's daughter. 

From the lake Samachonitis or the waters of Merom to this place, 
the river Jordan runs about ten miles; it paries between the hills over 
the rocks with a great noife, except for the two firft and two laft miles; 
and the ftream is almoft hid by the fhady trees, which are chiefly of the 
platanus kind, that grow on each fide of it, and make it a moil delightful 
view. I took this road in my return from Saphet, but fhall give an ac
count of it here. About four miles to the north, on the fide of the 
weftern hill, is a mount, on which I faw fome ruins, but could not judge 
whether they were of any great antiquity. Some writers of the Holy 
Land fpeak of Lakum about this place, I fuppofe, becaufeit is, in 
Jofhua, as the bounds of the tribe of Naphtali, and is alfo fpoken of as on 
the river Jordan : They place likewife about this part of the river, Jabneel 
and Thelia. A mile and a half to the fouth of the lake Samachonitis, 
there is a bridge of three arches over the river Jordan, which is called 
Gefer-benet-Jacob [Jacob's bridge] becaufe, as it is faid, Jacob paffed 
6ver here, when he returned from Padan-Aram. On the other fide of 

fc Matt. viii. 5 
1 Mark v. z i. 

Luke vii. i i 
-̂..cun. ». *x. Luke viii. 41. 

** Jofephus De bello Jud. iii. 9. 

* From the Greek word T*e^«<x, pickling* 
or fairing. 
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the bridge, there is a large Kane, where they lay the fecond night frorfi 
Damafcus, it being the high road from that city to Jerufalem: On the 
eaftern fide of the bridge, Baldouin, the fourth king of Jerufalem, built 
a fortrefs againft the Saracens on a rifing ground, probably on this very 
fpot. I went over this bridge into that country that was called Gaulo-
nitis, which was part of the kingdom of Bafhan, and afterwards made 
the half tribe of Manafleh beyond Jordan. In this country, to the eaft 
of the bridge, they mentioned two places, one is called Edouera, and 
the other Zoar. 

A fmali mile below the bridge, there is an oblong fquare hill, which 
feems to have been made by a r t ; round the fummit of it are the foundations 
of a ftrong wall; and at the fouth end, and on the eaft fide, I faw the 
remains of two very handfome gates of hewn ftone, with round turrets 
at the corners: At the north end there is a great heap of ruins, pro
bably of a caftle, the whole is about half a mile in circumference : 
There are fome figns of a fuburbs, to the fouth, on a lower ground/ 
which feems to have been fortified. This place is now called Kaifar-aterabj 
or Gefer-aterah, and it feems to have been an improvement of the Ro
mans ,• but what place it could be, I cannot conjecture, unlefs it was 
Thelia. A mile above the bridge is a mineral water, which feemed to 
be of fulphur and iron; it is walled in, as if it had been formerly fre
quented. About half way between this place and the lake Samachonitis^ 
is a little hill with ruins on it, which they now call the town of Jacob: 
Some, by conjecture, place Harofheth here, which was the city of Sifera, 
general of Jabin king of Hazor, being in the tribe of Naphtali, and oa 
this lake. 

We came to the lake Samachonitis, called in fcripture the waters of Waters o? 
Merom, and at this time Bahr-el-Houly; it is mentioned by the antients erom* 
as a hundred and twenty ftadia, or fifteen miles from Julias, tho', I 
think, it cannot be above ten or twelve miles at the moft; it is fituated 
on the eaft fide of an uneven country, which extends above five miles 
weft to the mountains of Naphtali : Jofephus fays the lake was feven miles 
long, but it is not above two miles broad, except at the north end, 
where it may be about four ; the waters are muddy, and efteemed 
unwholefom, having fomething of the nature of the water of a morals, 
which is partly caufed by their flopping the brooks on the weft fide, ia 
order to water the country; fo that the water pafles through the earth 
into this lake ; it is alfb in fbme meafure owing to the muddinefs of its 
bed. After the fnows are melted, and the waters fallen, it is only a 
marfh, through which the river Jordan runs. The waters, by pafling 
through the rocky bed towards the fea of Tiberias, fettle, purify, and 
become very wholefome. I obferved two rifing grounds on the weft fide 
of it, and a third towards the north weft corner, on which probably 
were fome of thofe antient towns mentioned on this lake, particu
larly Saanaim, placed by fome geographers here: It was in this country, 
and at thefe waters, that Jofhua fmote Jabin king of Hazor and all his 
allies. 

From the waters of Merom, we faw very plainly Jebel-Sheik; at the Rife of tie 

foot of it the river Jordan rifes, which is called in Arabic, Shriaah. An-nverJ°rdac-
tiently it was the common opinion, that the Jordan rofe north weft of 
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Paneas, afterwards called Caefarea Philippi; until Philip the tetrarcli 
made an experiment, which proved, that it rofe out of the lake Phiala, 
fifteen miles to the north eaft of that city p, and is now computed to be 
about four hours diftant from it. This difcovery was made by throwing ftraw 
into the lake, which appeared at the place where the river comes out 
near Paneasq: The river might alfo be enlarged by other fprings. I can
not certainly find how far the city Paneas was from the lake Samachonitis, 
but it is thought to have been very near itr. The fite of Caefarea Philippi 
is now called by the antient name Paneas: It was diftinguifhed from 
Caefarea at the fea, by the name of Philip the tetrach, who improved 
this city, and called it Csefarea in honour of Tiberius. Saint Jerom 
mentions a village called Dan, four miles from this place, tho' the general 
opinion has been, that this is the antient Dan; and if fo, it muft have 
been Lefhem s, or Laifh ', taken by the children of Dan. The Jews 
lay, Dan was buried at that village, and call the place Iledjeoua. 

Hermon. The hill called Jebel-Sheik which is over this place, had antiently the name 
of Panius, from which the city and country was called ; and tho5 fome 
think, that this name was derived from Dan, yet there are others of opinion> 

that it was from the worfhip of Pan, there having been a temple on the 
top of it, fuppofed to be dedicated to that deity. This hill is called in 
fcripture mount Hermon, and is mentioned as the northern bounds of 
the land of Ifrael on the other fide of Jordan, and as part of the pofTeffion 
of Gad and Reubenx, as over the valley of Libanony, and as the bounds 
of the country of the Hivites in mount Libanon, that extended from Baal-
Hermon toHamath*, which name of Baal feems to refer to the heathen 
worfhip that was carried on here; perhaps to the lame deity that was 
adored at Baal-beck, which is not a great way from the foot of it, 
and probably in that very valley of Libanon, which is laid to be under 
this hilla, The defcription alfb of Hermon, as a mountain of fnow, 
agrees with its prefent appearance, being always covered with i t ; and in
terpreters of fcripture have called it, The mountain of fnow6. The Tar-
gum alfb calls mount Hor, a hill of fhow; which is mentioned as the 
northern bounds of the country given to the children of Ifraelc; fo that 
it may be conje&ured that Hor is the fame as Hermon. But a great diffi
culty occurs in the comparifon which the Plalmift d makes to the dew of 
Hermon that fell on the hill of Sion: Which might eafily be interpreted, 
if it had been obferved, that the clouds which lay on Hermon, being 
brought by the north winds to Jerufalem, caufed the dews to fall plen
tifully on the hill of Sion. But there is a Shihon mentioned in the tribe 
of Iflachar % which may be Seon, fpoken of by Eufebius and faint Jerom, 
as near mount Tabor $ and there might be a hill there of that name, on 
which the dew of the other Hermon might fall, that was to the eaft of 
Efdraelon. However, as there is no certainty, that mount Hermon in 

P Jofephus De bello Judaico, in. 9. * Jof. xiii. 11. 
1 Ibid. y Jof. xi. 17. 
r It is fomewhere mentioned, if I do not 2 Judges iii. 3. 

miftake, that it was a hundred ftadia from Cas- a See note c. _ ^ 
farea Philippi to Sephama, weft of Jordan, b ReJandi Pateftina, I 49-
-where it falls into the lake Samachonitis. c Numb, xxxiv. 7> S. 
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that part is ever mentioned in fcripture, fo I mould rather think it to be 
fpoken of this famous mountain, and that Tabor and Hermon are joined 
together, as rejoycing in the name of God, not on account of their be
ing near to one another, but becaufe they are two of the higheft hills in 
all Palaeftine. So that if any one confiders this beautiful piece of elo
quence of the Pfalmift, and that Hermon is elfewhere actually called 
Sionf, he will doubtlefs be fatisfied, that the raoft natural interpretation 
of the Pfalmift would be to fuppofe, though the whole might be 
called both Hermon and Sion, yet that the higheft fummit of this 
mountain was in particular called Hermon, and that a lower part oi it 
had the name of Sion; on which fuppolition, the dew falling from the 
top of it down> to the lower parts, might well be compared in every re-
fpe£t to " the precious ointment upon the head that ran down unto; the 
" beard, even unto Aaron's beard, and went down to the fkirts of his 
" clothing,5' and that both of them in this fenfe are very proper emblems 
of the bleffings of unity and friendfhip, which diffufe themfelves through
out the whole fociety. 

C H A P . XIX. 

Of S A P H E T and D O T H A N . 

FR O M the plains that are weft of the waters of Merom, there is a 
fteep alcent up the hills to Saphet. We went to this place from 
Tiberias: Afcending the hill, north of the vale of Hutin, we de-

fcended into that valley, and came to Bethfaida already mentioned. We 
went through the Pafs of doves into the vale of Gennefareth, which is 
a rich foil. We viewed Magdolum on the lake, and then went to the 
round fountain, where we repofed a while, and took fome refrefhment ; 
and going north, parted by a fpring called Moriel, arid began to 
afcend the hills towards Saphet, which I take to be the eaft end of 
that chain of hills, which run from the fea, northward of the plain of 
Acre. There are feveral fummits feparated from one another by fmali 
vallies, one of the firft of which is called Rubafy. On the top of the 
northern fummit, we paffed by Aboutbefy j in the valley beneath it, is 
a bridge, called Gefer-Aboutbefy. Here there is a ftream, which runs 
to the plain, that is to the weft of the lake of Tiberias. We afcended this 
firft part of the hills, and flopped at a tent of Arabs, it being very hot 
weather ; here they prepared for us eggs, and alfo fower milk, in which 
they had cut raw cucumbers, as a cool diet in this feafon. We after
wards went along thefe hills for about an hour and a half, if I miftake 
not, to the north weft, and defcended into the gut or valley that encom-
pafled the higheft part of the hills, on which Saphet ftands. About a 
place called Akeby, there are grottos cut in feveral parts of the perpen
dicular rocks : Further on is Cefy: We went to the right of a place 
called Adborow, and pafled through a narrow vale, known by the name 

[ Deut. iv. 48, 
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of Waad Elakab -y it is a gentle afcent. I faw on the left a hill, which 
feemed to have been improved by art into a fortrefs, and might be 
Nephtali, placed by geographers about a mile fouth of Saphet on the 
top of the hill. 

We arrived at Saphet, where I was recommended to the cadi, who 
ap &' received me with great civility, and entertained us with coffee ; I had 

alfo a letter to the cocam, or head prieft among the Jews, a fine old 
man, and very learned in his way: When I came in, he was faying a 
grace to himfelf, which he finifhed before he Ipake to m e ; and when 
I gave him a letter, as it was their fabbath day, he put it into the hands 
of another to open it, and then he read it. I was very civilly enter
tained by him, and gave him feveral hints, that I was defirous to take 
up my abode with him; but he would not feem to underftand me, and 
I afterwards found the reafon of it, that it would have been an unpar
donable affront to the cadi, if he had invited me to his houfe, after I 
had been recommended to that magiftrate, and had been under his roof; 
fo I returned to the cadi's, where a great fupper was prepared, there 
being an aga of Sidon there, and much company: We all lay on the 
fopha, without any accommodations of beds or coverings, but what we 
brought with us. The next day was the day of pentecoft of the Jews, 
where I faw the chief prieft very decently habited in white fattin, receiv
ing the compliments of the inferior rabbi's, who came with great reve
rence, and kifled his hand. 

Saphet is not mentioned by name in our tranflation of the Bible ; but 
in the vulgar Bible, Tobias is faid to be " of the tribe and city of Neph=-
xc tali, in the upper parts of Galilee, beyond the road that leads to the 
" weft, having on the left the city of Saphet £." The city of Nephr-
tali is laid to be a mile fouth of i t ; Saphet is mentioned by feveral 
writers of the middle age; its fituation is very high, and commands 
the whole country round; on the very fummit of the hill are great 
ruins of a very ftrong old caftle, particularly of two fine large round 
towers that belonged to it. The Jews think part of this caftle to be as old 
as the time of their profperity. The Chriftians had pofleffion of it in 
the time of the holy war ; and I law on a building in the town a relief 
of the arms of the knights of St. John of Jerufalem ; it was furrendered 
by them to Saladin, fultan of iEgypt, and afterwards came into the pof-
feffion of the Ottoman family, together with all the country round 
about it. The town is a little lower down, on three fides of the hill on 
which the caftle ftands ; it is a considerable town, having been former
ly the place of refidence of the pafha of this country, on which account 
it w7as called the pafhalic of Saphet $ and the whole territory now goes 
by the name of the country of Saphet, but the pafha refides at Sidon, 
and a cadi from Conftantinople lives here. There are many Jews in this 
place, it being a fort of univerfity for the education of their rabbies, of 
-whom there are about twenty or thirty here, and fome of them come 
as far as from Poland; they have no lefs than ieven Synagogues: Seve
ral doctors of their law, who lived in the time of the fecond temple, 
are faid to be buried here, three of whom lie in a place, which is now 

s Tobias ex tribu et civitate Nephthali, qua; bens civitatem Sephet. Tobit i. i. juxta vulga-
eft in fuperioribus Galilsea; fupra Naafon, poft tam editionem, 
viam qu^ ducit ad occidentem, in finiftrp ha* 
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turned into a mofque; and the Turks fay, they are three of the fbns 
of Jacob. The Jews have a notion, that the Meffiah will reign here 
forty years, before he will take up his refidence at Jerufalem. To the 
north of the hill, on which the caftle of Saphet ftands, there are 
feveral wells, which, they fay, lfaac dug, and about which there were 
fuch contentions between the herdfmen of lfaac and Gerar; but they 
have much miftaken the place, the valley of Gerar, in which they 
were dug, being at a great diftance on the other fide of Jerufalem. If 
mount Tabor were not the mountain on which Chrift was transfigured, 
this would feem to be the moft probable place for that extraordinary 
event. 

I fet out from Saphet, went down the hills towards the north eaft, and 
defcended into the uneven country to the weft of the lake Samachonitis: 
We came up with a party of men, who belonged to the fheik of Sain-*-
wata, and lay there to guard the country againft robbers ,• they enquired 
who we were; and our men anfwered, they would flop and give them 
the fatisfaction they defired. We went a little beyond them, and one of 
their party coming to us, we informed them, that we had a letter from 
the conful to their mafter, which we lent to their chief, and then they all 
came and eat with us, were very civil, and ordered two men to attend 
me wherever I had a defire to go. We went to the lake, and travelled 
by the fide of it fouthwards to all thofe places I have already defcribed: 
We lay at an encampment of Arabs, near the mineral water before men
tioned, called Hamam [The bath] ; we went the next morning to the 
bridge of Jacob, and continued our journey on the weft fide of Jordan: 
When we were at Kaifar-aterah, I went from the company to view the 
ruins of the town to the fouth, and one of the Arab foldiers of the fheik 
of Samwata followed me, and offering to take one of my piftols out of 
the holfter, I laid my hand on it, but he took it from me by force; on 
which I rode back to the company, and his companion ordered him to 
return it, which he immediately d id : We came foon after to the end 
of their mafters territories, where I made them a prefent, and they re
turned. We went to the lake of Tiberias, and Tarichea, and feeing 
fbme horfemen in the road, we were afraid of each other, and going 
out of the way, kept at a diftance, until we found there was no dan
ger. Having travelled about a league from Tarichea, along the fide of 
the hills, as 1 think, to the weft, we came to the plain of Sephorin, and 
to Jeb-Jofeph at the fouth end of it, near the high road from Damafcus 
to Jerufalem ^ it is a ciftern under ground, into which, they fay, Jo-
feph's brethren threw him j but this was at Dothan, which is mentioned 
as near Bethel or Bethulia ; and as Saphet has falfely been thought by 
fbme to be Bethulia, which was befieged by Holofernes, this feems 
to be the occafion of that miflake. It is faid in fcripture, that Jacob, 
when he returned from Padan-aram, went firft to Shalem, a city of 
Shechem, and afterwards to Bethel, then called Luz ; and it is pro
bable from the hiftory of Jofeph, that Dothan was near Shechem, becaufe 
when he was fent to his brethren to Shechem, he was told they were gone 
to Dothan, which was probably to the eaft of Shechem. Dothan alfo 
could not be a great way from Bethulia, becaufe Holofernes's army ex
tended from Bethulia to Dothan ; and tho' this place might antiently have 
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been called Dothan, as it is at prefent by the Jews, yet its great di
ftance from Shechem makes it unlikely to be the place where Jofeph went 
to his brethren, as it is at the diftance of two or three ordinary days 
journey, and could not be performed in lefs than five or fix days, with the 
catde which they were charged to feed. The well of Jofeph is within an 
enclofed court, in which there is a Turkifh praying place: As it was very 
hot, we repofed there till night, and then went on. A little to the 
north is Jebbal, a hill with a ruined village on it, and alfo a place called 
Renety, and near the ciftern of Jofeph is a mofque, and a lheik's burial 

i place, called Sheik Abdallah. About midnight we halted and flept un
der a tree, and at break of day purfued our journey : We flopped at a 
village three hours from Acre, where the fheik entertained us very hand-
fomely, and prefented me with a live partridge, of a large beautiful 
kind, called the Francoline, which is thought to be the birds that 
Horace calls Attagen Ionicus \ 

C H A P . XX. 

Of LIBANON and ANTILIBANON, and of the fountains, 
aquedu£te, #nd city of TYRE. 

I Set out from Acre northward on the twenty-eighth of May: We pafled 
by Seminars, or faint Mary's, on a low hill, where there are re
mains of a wall of hewn ftone, fb that probably it was a convent; 

and about this place might be the caftle of Lambert, mentioned in the 
Achzib account of the holy wars, as four miles north of Acre. We pafled by 

Mefrah, and came to Zeb, near the fea, which is thought to be Ach
zib, in the tribe of Aiher, mentioned in fcripture *, and was one of 
thofe cities, out of which the children of Ifrael could not drive the an-
tient inhabitants k. Saint Jerom fays, it was afterwards called Ecdippa, 
which is fpoken of by feveral authors1, who place it indeed further 
from Acre m; it is mentioned as on a low hill over the fea; and Jofk-
phus n feems to fay, that the old name of it was Arce: There are fbme 
ruins about this place. I obferved, that at a diftance in the water there 
are large flat rocks,- and as it is a fort of bay, fheltered by the hills to the 
north, it is probable, that it was antiently a port. To the fbuth of 
this place is the bed of a winter torrent, over which there is a fine 
bridge of one arch; and to the north eaft there is a covered fountain, 
and a ruin near it. About three miles further, there is a fountain called 
Miefherty: Weft of it are remains of a ftrong wall to confine the water 
that ran from this fpring. Under the northern hills there is a village called 
Bercea, which is to the eaft of the road. This is the firft village under 
the great fheiks of the fe£t of Ali, of which there are three between Acre 
and Sidon. 

* Epodon Jibri, Od. 2. dippon by Jofephus, Antiq. v. 22. &De bello 
5 Jot. xix. 29. Jud. i. 13. 
k Judges i. 31. m Ptolemaeus v. 15. S. Hieron. De Jocis 
1 Piin. v. 17. it is called Acdippus j andEc- Ebraicis. " Antiq. Jud. v. i. 

i We 
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We began to afcend the hills to the north, falfly called by the wri

ters of the middle ages the mountains of Saron, which were between 
Ca?farea and Joppa. 

This end of the mountain, which is probably the beginning of 
Antilibanon °, muft be the antient Scala of the Tyrians, mentioned by 
Jofephus p, as about eleven miles north of Ptolemais, and by St. Jerom 
as only nine miles \ It feems alfo to be the white promontory of 
Plinyr, and is known by the fame name among Europeans, which is de
rived from the white clifts to the north; on it is- the famous road, 
which is faid to have been made by Alexander ; and the writers of the 
holy war fpeak of that part by this name. Under the fbuth fide of this 
cape, there is faid to be a very extraordinary large grotto, at fome 
height from the water, to which they can go only in a boat. 

Before we went up the mountain, I croffed a rivulet called Aikmane*; 
it runs by a hill of the fame name, which has fome ruins on i t : On 
the top of the hills called by the inhabitants Nakoura, and which I fup-
pofe to be Antilibanon, we came to a fmall tower, called Borge Nakoura. 
I faw feveral of thefe towers to the north; and the people fay, they were 
built all the way to Conftantinople by the emprefs Helena, in order to 
give notice by fome fignal, when they had found the crofs $ but it is 
more probable, that they were built either by the Greek emperors, 
when they apprehended that thefe countries would be invaded by the 
Saracens, or they might be the work of the Chriftians during the holy 
war. We afterwards pafled over a river called Diflemet, and came to 
another tower called Kaphar-latick, which has its name from a kaphar, 
formerly taken there; It is a very pleafant road, great part of it being 
on a fine green fod, beautifully fhaded with trees. Having travelled, 
about an hour near the fea, we turned out of the road, and afcended 
the hill to the eaft, to the village or encampment of the new kaphar, 
where the Arabs live, in a fort of open huts made with boughs, railed 
about three feet from the ground, and encompaffing a fquare fpot of 

' ° Thefe hills feem to be the beginning of 
Libanon or Antilibanon to the fouth. Strabo, 
in his 16th book, page 754. fays, Libanon 
began near Tripoli,and Antilibanon about Sidon, 
"probably he means at thofe hills which are to 
the fouth of that city, about Sarepta. But Pliny 
makes Libanon to begin about Sidon, Nat. 
Hift, v. 20. Though at which foever of thefe 
places that chain of mountains began, this may 
be Antilibanon, which in breadth might ex
tend from Sidon to this place; as it certainly 
ftretched to the eaft near as far as Damafcus, 
and probably to the north near to Hems, the 
antient Emefa. Libanon, whether it began 
near Sidon, or at the famous promontory fouth 
of Tripoli, which is more probable; it certain
ly extended t© the north, almoft as far as Si-
myra, which is near Arradus, and that in a pa
rallel line with Antilibanon ; fo that from this 
place all the mountains near the fea, as far as 
to that part where Libanon began, feems to be 
Antilibanon. The valley between thefe moun
tains, and the flat country on the fea, to the 
weft of Libanon and Antilibanon, is Ccele-
fyria, properly fo called ; for Strabo ipeaks of 
Ccelefyria proper, as on the fea, and particu

larly mentions the length and breadth of i t : 
This author alfo fpeaks of the hills of Arabia 
and Trachonitis, over the country of Da
mafcus ; which feems to be a ridge of mountains 
to the eaft of thefe (as I fhall explain more 
fully) that might be diftinguifhed by this name, 
and feem to have been divided by a valley from 
Antilibanon: Though, if Ptolemy's authority is 
to be regarded, Antilibanon might end at the 
river Chryforrhoas, which runs_ by Damafcus, 
as he makes it begin and end a degree fbuth of 
the beginning and end of Libanon ; and in 
this cafe, the hills of Trachonitis and Arabia 
could not be part of Antilibanon, though, from 
the common defcription we have in other au
thors, the mountains of Libanon and Antili
banon feem to have run parallel for a confi-
derabie way towards the north. They are both 
comprehended under the name of Libanon in 
facred writ; and Hiram fupplied Solomon with 
the Cedars of Libanon, which probably were 
the produce of the mountains near Tyre. 

P Jofephus De bello Jud. ii. 10. 
1 Hieronymus. 
r Promontorium album. Plin. Nat. Hift. 

v. 19; Europeans call it Capo Bianco. 
* ground; 
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ground ; in thefe they lye at night; I laid my carpet on the outride of 
them : The fheik attended with great civility; they made a fire near; 
and here I repofed all night. 

The next morning we defcended the hill towards the road, and came 
to a ruin about five miles from the tower of Nakoura: It feemed to be 
the remains of fome antient temple, about thirty feet fquare, with a 
colonade round it, which appeared to have been double to the eaft, 
where the entrance probably was: There are many broken columns 
about it, and two ftanding, which are two feet in diameter; one of 
them has a fine capital of the Ionic order; it is probable there was 
fome town in this place. We came into the road, where I faw an antient way 
about eighteen feet broad, paved with large round ftones, having a mar
gin on each fide, partly of hewn ftone: There is a caftle on the hills 
called El-Kapharlah; at fome diftance from it is the tower Bourge El-
Kaphar: We came to a fountain called Scandaretta, near which there 
are ruins of a wall of hewn ftone. In about an hour and a half from 
New Kaphar, where we lay, we came to the north part of the hill, 
which is on the fouth fide of the bay Nakoura, that extends to Tyre. 
The road here very much refembles thofe in North Wales, being a great 
height above the water, on the fide of the mountain, which is almoft: 
perpendicular, both above and below the road ; the way in moft parts 
is thirteen feet wide, though in fome places it is not above fix : There is a 
parapet towards the fea, partly built, and in fome places cut out of the 
rock. Authors of the middle age fpeak of this road as made by Alex
ander, which tradition feems to have its rife from the name of fome 
places here. At the firft afcent to this road, there is a tower called 
Bourge-Scandarette, [The tower of Alexander] which the Europeans 
here call Scandaloon* probably from a town of that name, which is 
near: This road is about a mile in length. We defcended into the 
plain, and came to fome ruins about a mile from the hill, which extend 
toward the fea, and may be Scandalium, mentioned by the writers of 
the holy war, who fay, it was firft built by Alexander, and that it was 
repaired by Baldwin, king of Jerufalem, when he was about to under
take the fiege of Tyre. This place is probably Alexandrofchcene, of the 
Jerufalem Itinerary, placed twelve miles from Tyre, which muft be an 
error in relation to the diftance, as it is not fo far. 

Phoenicia. Here we came into that part of Syria, which was the antient Phoe
nicia, a country always remarkable for its commerce; the inhabitants 
of which went out in many colonies, and peopled Carthage, Sicily, 
and feveral other countries. Ptolemy indeed makes it to begin about 
Dora, near Casfarea on the fea, and to extend* northward to the river 
Eleutherus, beyond Tripoli, which empties itfelf into the fea not far 
from the ifle of Aradus. 

Near the ruins before mentioned, is a place called Elminten, and a 
little further the fpring Ein-el-Hamerah [The red fpring] ; we came to 
the bed of the torrent Shebria, acrofs which there are remains of a wall 

' fifteen feet thick, that was probably made to keep up the water for the ufe 
of the armies that were in thefe parts. The guides mentioned a place on 
the hills, called Cana; and if a paffage of Jofhua5, and faint Jerom's 

s Jolhuaxix. 28. 
i comment 
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comment on it, may be interpreted of a town in this part, and ndt of 
the noted Cana of Galilee, poflibly this may be the place. 

We came to the fountains which fupplied the aqueducts of Tyre; they 
are called, as they informed me, Talioun u : we found the great fheik 
of thefe parts with a considerable company of attendants who had flopped 
there, but fbon went away; it being ufual for them to halt wherever 
they meet with a fpring. Thefe fountains are about a league and a 
half fouth eaft of Tyre, and are called, The fountains of Solomon; they are Fountains of 
faid, tho' I know not on what foundation, to have been made by him, yre* 
at the time when he cultivated an alliance with Hiram, king of Tyres 

to facilitate the building of the temple of Jerufalem; and are fuppofed 
to be the well mentioned by him in the Canticles x, " as a fountain of 
" gardens, a well of living waters, and ftreams from Lebanon/' 

In the ninth plate, a plan of the three fprings may be feen at A ; and 
a view of them, and of the aqueduct at B. Thefe fprings are about half 
a mile to the eaft of the fea, and rife fo plentifully, that they make a 
coniiderable ftream at C, which turns feveral mills, and feems to be the 
river fpoken of by fbme authors, as falling into the fea at old Tyre* 
which probably extended near as far as this place. Thefe fprings 
are enclofed with very ftrong walls, about fifteen feet high, by which 
the water is raifed to a fufficient height, fo as to be conveyed by the 
aqueduct to Tyre, that neareft the fea D is of a multangular figure: 
There are two aqueducts from this, which fbon unite. The other two 
fprings are marked E and F, and have an additional fupply of watef 
from the mountains, and there is an aqueduct from each of them, to that 
which comes from D. They are of an oblong fquare figure, and the wa
ter runs from one into the other; the building being contiguous: It is 
laid by fbme, that thefe fountains are of a very great depth ; but I was 
informed, that they were only about four or five fathom deep. The 
aiqueduft G, which is a very fine one, takes its courfe in different dire
ctions, but moftly northward to a fmall hill, called Smafhook, on which 
there is a houfe and a mofque: This, by fome, has been thought to be 
old Tyre, which is improbable on many accounts, but more particular
ly, as it is a league diftant from the fea. From this place the aqueduct 
goes eaftward to Tyre. 

Near the north eaft corner of the great bay, which is fouth of Tyre, there Old Tyre, 
is a fountain inclofed in the fame manner as the others, except that the walls 
are not fo h igh; and I faw the foundations and remains of an aque
duct, which appears to have been low, and not to have been built on 
arches: It probably went to old Tyre, which feems to have been in this 
corner of the bay, becaufe near the fpring there is a little hill, which, 
in all probability, is the very mount that Nebuchadnezzar raifed in or
der to take that city, which was deftroyed, as defcribed by the prophet 
Ezekiely ; and I faw a ruin to the fouth eaft of this hill. It is no won^ 
der, that there are no figns of the antient city, fince Alexander carried 
all the remains of it away, in order to join new Tyre to the continent j 

1 They fhewed me here a hill, called Jebel- u Maundrel was told, that it was called Rof-
Sheik, and villages on the hills of the follow- elayn, that is, the head of the fpring. 
ing names, viz. Shamah, Emuran, Elalily, and x Solomon's Song, iv. 15. 
a part called, Ouad Shayty, which I fuppofe is ? Ezek. xxvi. 7. 
a vale among the hills. 
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and as it is a fandy fhoar, the face of every thing is altered, and the 
great aqueduct, in many parts, is almoft buried in the fand. 

re. New Tyre is now called Sur, which is the antient name of Tyre, and 
this having been the chief city of the whole country, poflibly Syria might 
receive its name from Sur. The Tyrians retired to this place, which 
was then an ifland, and made fo great a ftand againft Alexander the Great, 
that tho' it it is faidtohave been half a mile from the land, yet he joined it 
to the continent, and made it a peninfula y : If it was fo far from the land, 
which, I think, is much to be doubted, it muff have been a very fmall 
ifland, and a work of very great expence to join it to the continent. I 
obferved a hollow ground that crofted the peninfula,- and the higher 
ground to the weft of it was probably the eaft part of the ifland; a 
plan of the city may be {ecn in the ninth plate. There are fome few 
remains of the walls all round, and of a port a, on the north fide, defended 
by ftrong walls : At the eaft end alfo there are ruins of two great fquare 
towers at o, very ftrongly built, which feem to have ferved for refer-
voirs of water from the aquedud: b, in order to diftribute it all over 
the city; for there are foundations of a thick wall from one to the 
other, which probably are remains of the aqueduct. The eaft of 
the city appears to have been defended by three walls c, and as many 
foflees d. As we approached towards Tyre, we law feveral vultures, 
and fhot at them. I went to the houfe of a Maronite, who was agent 
for the French here, it being a place where they export great quantities 
t>f corn, and even Malta itfelf is fupplied from this place. 

Within the walls there are great ruins of a very large church e, built 
of hewn ftone, both within and without, in the Syrian tafte, with three 
naves, each of them ending in a femicircle ; there are alfo very perfect 
remains of feveral buildings f, to the north of it, which probably belonged to 
thearchiepifcopalpalace. I faw alfo fome granite pillars g, which, they fay, 
are the remains of a church dedicated to St. John, and near it is the 
ruinous church of St. Thomas h, part of which is repaired, and ferves as 
a church for two or three Chriftian families that are there ; befides 
thefe, there are few other inhabitants, except fome Janizaries who live 
in a mean caftle i, near the port ; to the weft of which is the cuftom-
houfe k : There are alfo ruins of two or three other churches, but no
thing that carries any great figns of antiquity ,* at x are ruins, where pro
bably there were large towers. Both Origen and the emperor Frederic 
Barbarofla were buried in the cathedral church. 

According to Pliny's account, there feems to have been a fuburb that 
extended to old Tyre, the whole city and fuburbs having been nineteen 
miles in compafs, for old Tyre was three miles and three quarters di-
ftant from this ifland. He makes Tyre alfo to be near two miles and a 
half in circumference, tho' it does not feem to be half a mile long, nor 
a quarter of a mile broad. 

Tyre was at firft governed by its own kings; it was befieged, without 
fuccefs, by Salmanafar, king of Afiyriaz -y and afterwards taken and de-

y Tyrus quondam infula, praalto mari fep- Oppidum ipfum xxn ftadia obtinent. Plinii 
tingentis paffibus divifa, nunc vero Akxandri Nat. Hift. v. 17. 
oppugnantis operibus continens. Circuitus x Jofephi Antiq. Jud. ix. 14. 
xix. mill, paffuum eft, intra Palastyro inclufa. 

3 ftroyed 
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^royed by Nebuchodonofor, king of~Babylon, as it is computed, near 
fesrenteen hundred years after its foundation a. Tyre was then on the 
continent, though without doubt the ifland was inhabited; becaufe we 
find mention made of it in fcripture b, and elfewhere, even in the time 
of Solomon c ; but the prophecy that Tyre mould be built no more d, 
muft be underftood of the antient city on the continent. The city on 
the ifland feems antiently to have been confidered as the new ci ty: 
Here the government feems to have refided, and it is probable went to the 
ifland on the invafion of Salmanafar. The city on the continent pro
bably then began to be diftinguifhed from it by the name of old Tyre, 
or Palastyrus; for it is faid, that old Tyre and fome other cities re
volted from the government of the Tyrians to the kings of Aflyria e-
The city on the ifland was rebuilt feventy years after it was deftroyed, 
and, about two hundred years after that, it was taken by Alexander the 
Great, and joined to the continent. The inhabitants of this place be
came very zealous Chriftians, and it was made the firft archbifhopric under 
the patriarchate of Jerufalem; it was taken by the Saracens, and afterwards 
by the Chriftians, in the time of the holy war : In one thoufand two 
hundred and eighty nine, it was retaken by the Saracens, and the Chri
ftians were permitted to go away with their effects ; from this time it 
is probable its ruin may be dated. This city was antiently famous for 
the worfhip of Jupiter Olympius, and Hercules; and there were tem
ples in it built to them; it is not at prefent noted for the Tyrian pur
ple, which was extra&ed from the fhell fifh called Murex f, and was fb 
dear, that it was only ufedby princes j tho? without doubt it might frill 
be made, if other materials were not found out to ferve for this purpofe, 
at much eafier rates. The harbour north of the peninfula is fb good 
that all mips, whofe bufinefs in the winter leads them to traffic with the 
merchants of Sidon, are obliged, by the contract of infurance, to har
bour here, where they take in their loading. 

Near the aquedud, without the town, I faw a ruin, which probably is 
the place, where, according to a tradition, which they had in the middle 
ages, though it is now loft, our Saviour preached, when he came into the 
parts of Tyre and Sidon ; and on this coafl it was that he cured the 
daughter of the Caaanitiu^ woman s. And St. Paul was at Tyre when 
they difluaded him from going up to Jerufalem, on their apprehending 
what dangers would befall him. 

* Vide Jofeph. Antiq. Jud. ix. 14. 
b Iiaiah xxiii. 2. 6. Ezek. xxvi. 17. xxvii. 

4, 32. xxviii. 2. 
c Jofeph. Antiq. viii. 2. 
d Ezek. xxvi. 14, 21. xxviii. 19. 
« Jofeph. Antiq. ix. 14. 

f Nunc omnis ejus nobilitas conchylio atque 
purpura conftat. Plin. Nat. Hift. v. 17. et 
Strabo xvi . jcfl. 

s Matt. xv. 21. Mark vii. 24. 
h A<fls xxi. 3, 4. 
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C H A P . XXI. 

Of the river CASMY, of S A R E P T A , and Si DON. 

TW O miles to the fouth of Tyre, in the road to Sidon, there is 
a fpring called Bakwok; the plan of it may be feen in the ninth 
plate; it appears to have been enclofed with a wall ; the waters 

are not very good, being a little fait. I obferved the foundations of a-
wall that went from it to Tyre, which may be the remains of an aque
duct to convey the water to the city for common ufes. 

RiverCafiny Two leagues further is the river Cafmy, commonly called by travellers 
the Cafimir, which the writers of the middle age falfly imagine to be the 
river Eleutherus, whereas that river was beyond Tripoli. This muft be 
the reafon why the hiftorians give an account, that the emperor Frederic 
Barbaroffa was drowned in the river Eleutherus, falling off from his 
horfe as he was purfuing his enemies, and funk under the weight of his 
armour ; but as they call it alfo the Cafamy, it determines that remark
able piece of hiftory to this river. There is now a bridge over it of two 
arches; it is probable that the old bridge was deftroyed in the time of 
die holy war, to prevent the purluit of the Chriftian forces, and that the 
emperor loft his life by attempting to ford the river: It is a very deep 
rapid ftream, infomuch that travellers do not think it fafe to water their 
horfes in it, unlels they difmount. This feems to be the river mentioned 
by Strabo, as falling into the fea near Tyre *. On the other fide of this 
river, the hills approach very near to the fea, and fome fpacious fepul-
chral grots are cut in them. The city called Ornithon might be here, 
which is mentioned as halfway between Tyre and Sidon k; it being 
a place which might eafily be defended, having the river to the fouth, 
and the hills to the north, between which there is a narrow pals into 
the plain where the famous city of Sidon ftands. 

Here I cannot but make a conjecture, that thefe hills were probably 
the bounds between the ftates of Tyre aqd Sidon; as the fouthern bounds 
of the former were the hills of Nakoura; and probably the river which 
runs four miles north of Sidon, was the nortlfern bounds of that ftate j 
and alfo of the tribe of Afher, and of the Holy Land; and though 
thefe territories might extend fome way into the mountains, yet it natu
rally leads to this reflection, how great any ftate may become by com
merce; fince neither of thefe plains are above twenty miles long, or 
more than five broad; and yet thefe Republicks make a very extraor
dinary figure in antient hiftory; and Tyre alone gave thofe two powerful 
princes, Nebuchadnezzar, and Alexander the great, more trouble than 
any other ftate in the courfe of all their wars. 

We afcended the hills near the fea to a village called Adnou, where 
we lodged in a Mocot, which was in the yard of an uninhabited houfe. 
The next morning, the twenty-ninth, we defcended the hills northwards 
into the plains of Sidon, near to the fea fide, and paffed by a rifing 

* Strabo, lib. xvi. p. 758. k Strabo, ibid. 
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ground towards the fea, which feemed to be a good fituation for a towilj 
and I obferved fome ruins at a little diftance from it. We then afcended 
the hills to the eaft, to a village called Serphant, fuppofed to be a cor
ruption from the old Sarepta \ There are great marks of improvements Sarepti 
about the hills, and at the foot of them are a great number of fepul-
chral grots cut into the rockj it is faid, that the houfe of the widow 
who received Elias, and was fo miraculoufly fupplied during his flay 
with her1", was by the fea fide, where there now (lands a fmall mofque, 
into which I entered. There is a little cell in it, where, they fay, the 
prophet lay. The old Sarepta was moft probably here, for I faw feveral 
foundations of walls ; and thofe fepulchres mufl have belonged to th,e 
people of this town. About a quarter of a mile north of the mofque, 
are fome ruins of a very ancient building, as I conjectured it to be, from 
a round plinth, which projected about a foot beyond the pillar, and the 
edges of it were taken off; the whole being exactly after the manner of 
the very ancient architecture, which I faw in upper iEgypt. If this place 
was not Sarepta, it might be Ad Nonum of the Jerufalem Itinerary, 
which is computed about four miles from Sidon, and twelve from Tyre. 

A little further to the north, is a fine fpring called Elborok, a plan of 
which may be feen in the ninth plate: It had a wall round it, in order 
to raife the water, as there is about thofe of Tyre; and I could fee the 
foundations of the aqueduct from that place to Sidon, of which they 
have an account by tradition. 

The pjain of Sidon is not above two miles wide; to the eaft of 
it there are fine fruitful hills; whereas the plain of Tyre is four or five 
miles broad, but the hills to the eaft of it are high, and covered with 
wood, and do not feem to be capable of any other improvement. When 
we approached Sidon, I faw, about a mile from the town, an antient 
Roman milliary in the road, fet up in the time of the emperor Septi-
mins Severus ,• it is a round pillar of grey granite. 

When I arrived at Sidon, I went to the convent of the monks of the Sidon, 
Holy Sepulchre, to whom I was recommended, and was entertained by 
them during my flay at Sidon. I alfo received many civilities from the 
French merchants, and I was one day entertained by them with a col
lation in a garden, under the fhade of apricot-trees, and the fruit of 
them was fhook on us, as an inflance of their great plenty and abun
dance. 

Some think that Sidon, or Zidon, was built by Sidon the fon of Ca-
• » * 

1 fade Sarepta et Ornithon oppida. Piinii lage of Gafih, which I faw, and further nortii • 
Nat. Hift. v. 17. Mahmetfiry : Between them is a vale called 

After we had paffed this place, I faw on Zaal-el-Gafih. We went over the river called 
the hills to the eaft Ecri-Eikanrah; we paffed Nar-Sinet, and faw the village Darbefeiah; 
over a ftream called Sakat Elourby, on an old to the right beyond it is the mountain called 
bridge. Near this there is a cattle on a pro- Jebel Macduta. Near Sidon we paffed over 
montory, ftrongly fituated by nature, and called the river Nahr-Iheiah, and faw the bill Jebel-
Bourge Elourby, there being a village near called faida-Mar-Elias, commonly called the hill of 
Elourby. To the eaft we paffed over the river Sidon, which is to the eaft of the city ; at 
Nofey, and faw, Cubegou; we then came to the foot of it is Elharah ; and juft at the en-
the fountain Elborok, mentioned below. To trance of the town I paffed over the river Nar-
the fouth of it is Tel-Eborok ; we went over el-Barout, which I conjectured might be the 
the bed of the winter torrent Ezuron, and fbuthern bounds of the old town, 
afterwards that of Zaheitanete. Near this is m 1 Kings xvii. 9, Luke iv. 26. 
the way to Damafcus, which goes by the vil-
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naan, the grandfon of Noah"; others fuppofethat it had its name from 
the fifhing trade carried on here, which is called in the Syrian language 
Sida ; Bethfida being the houfe of fiihermen. It is a city of very great 
antiquity, being mentioned by Jacob in his prophetic fpeech concern
ing the country which hisfons were to inherit0. And we have an account, 
that Jofhua chafed the kings from the waters of Merom to the great 
Zidon p, as it is called in another place \ This city was in the tribe of 
Afher, but the Ifraelites could not drive out the inhabitants of it r. It 
always underwent much the fame fate as Tyre. During the time of 
the holy war, Lewis the ninth of France repaired the city. It was a 
place of great trade, and was famous for a manufacture of glafs \ The 
Sidonians are alfo faid to be the inventors of arithmetic and aftronomy'. 
This city is now called Saida, and is thought to be older than Tyre : The 
antients fay it was twenty-five miles diftant from that city to the north, 
tho' it is not fo much"; and is computed to be fixty-fix miles about weft 
fouth weft of Damafcus, and a day's journey from the rife of the river 
Jordan: It was fituated'on a riling ground, defended by the fea on the 
north and weft. The prefent city is moftly on the north fide of the 
hill: The old city feems to have extended further eaft, as may be judged 
from the foundations of a thick wall *hat extends from the fea to the 
eaft; on the fouth it was probably bounded by a rivulet, the large 
bed of which might ferve for a natural foflee; as another might, which 
is on the north fide, if the city extended fo far, as fome feem to 
think it did, and that it ftretched to the eaft as far as the high hill, 
which is about three quarters of a mile from the prefent town. The 
ipace between that hill and the town is now all laid out in gardens, or 
orchards, which appear very beautiful at a diftance. On the north fide 
of the town, there are great ruins of a fine port, the walls of which were 
built with very large ftones, twelve feet in length, which is the thick-
nefs of the wall, and fome are eleven feet broad, and five deep: The 
harbour is now choaked u p ; and this, as well as fome other ports on the 
coaft, are faid to have been deftroyed by Feckerdine, that they might not 
be harbours for the Grand Signor's galleys to land forces againft him. 
This harbour feems to be the inner port, mentioned by Strabo*, for the 
winter ; the outer one probably being to the north in the open lea be
tween Sidon and Tyre, where the Chipping ride in fafety during the fum-
mer feafon. In a garden to the fouth of the town, there is a fmall 
mofque called Nebi-Sidon," where the Turks fay the patriarch Zabulon 
was buried; though it does not appear that his bones were brought out 
of ./Egypt; but, if I miftake not, the Jews fay that he was buried in 
Sichem. In another garden to the eaft is fuch another mofque, called 
by the Mahometans, Zaloufa, who pretend alfo that fome holy perfbn is 
buried there ; the Europeans call it La Cananea, being, as it is faid, the 
place where the Canaanitiih woman cried out, " Bleffed is the womb that 
« bare thee, and the paps that thou haft fucked." This building has the 

n Gen. x. 15. s Sidon artifex vitri. Plin.Nat. Hift. v. 17. 
0 Gen. xlix. 13. et Strabo xvi. p-758-
p J ftiuaxi. 8. r Strabo xvi. p. 757-
q Jofhua xix. 28. n Strabo ib. 
* fudges i. 31. * Strabo ib. p-756-
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appearance of an antient chapel. On the high ground, to the weft of the 
town, there is a large old church turned into a mofque. 

The higheft ground of the old city feerns to have been a little hill on 
the north fide, where there are great remains of an old caftle, faid to be 
built by Lewis the ninth of France; but on the fummit of the hill 
there is a work of an older date, which is a fquare caftle of hewn ftone 
rufticated, and there are remains of a circular wall; with which that 
building was probably encompaffed ,• it might be a work of the Greek em-* 
perors, repaired or rebuilt by Lewis the ninth. On the north alio, by the 
bed of the torrent El-hamly, to which I fuppofe the town extended, 
I obferved an old building, which they call the Venetian Kane, 
and probably it belonged to them when they traded to thefe parts. 
Three quarters of a mile eaft of the town is a hill called Saida-Mar Elias; 
at the foot of it there is a village called El-hara, and about three quar
ters of the way up the hill, there is a mofque with a fepujchre named Jeb-
Zachariah ; on the top of the hill there is a ciftern called by the name of 
Elias. The Turks have a publick praying place here. On the right I 
faw Ein-Dielp, on the left Avara, and further El-Helely. 

Sidon is the place of refidence of a pafha, and there are in it a 
great number of new well built houfes. The trade here is carried on 
entirely by the French, the export being chiefly raw filk, cotton, and 
corn. Their conful obliges them to live all in one Kane, in which the 
Jefuits, Capuchins, and the fathers of the Holy Sepulchre, have their 
refpective convents. 

Going out of Sidon, I faw feveralfepulchral grots cut in the rock at. 
the foot of the hills; fome of them are adorned with pilafters, and painted 
in a very handfbme manner. 

A D E S -
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D E S C R I P T I O N 
O F 

The EAST, &c. 

B O O K the Second. 

Of S Y R I A and M E S O P O T A M I A . 

C H A P. I. 

Of SYRIA in general. Of the places between Si DON and 
BAYREUT* 

SY R I A extends northwards from Palaeftine to the mountains of 
Amanus and Taurus, having the Euphrates and Arabia Deferta to 
the eaft; and the Mediterranean fea to the weft; it was divided 

irito feveral parts, which chiefly had their names from the principal ci
ties of thofe territories, Pabeftine indeed is looked on by fome as a part 
of Syria. Phoenicia was another diftricr, part of which was in the Holy 
Land, and began, as fome lay, about the fbuthern part of the territory 
of Tyre, or, as others affirm, near Csefarea by the fea, and extended 
northward to the river Eleutherus beyond Tripoli. Thefe countries were 
antiently divided into fmall kingdoms, fuch as were thofe of Damafcus, 
Hamath, Zobah, and Gefher; and in Phoenicia, thofe of Tyre, Sidon, 
and Aradus. They were all conquered by the Aflyrians, and afterwards 
by the Greeks. Syria was made a kingdom, under the fucceflbrs of 
one of Alexander's generals; the Romans put an end to their power; 
and from the eaftern emperors, it came into the hands of the Saracens, 
from whom it was taken by the prefent Ottoman family, that enjoy the 
Turkifh empire. 

4 . Ifet 
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I fet out on the thirty firft from Sidon, and pafled feveral rivulets; 

and by two fountains, one called Elepher, and the other Brias. About 
two miles north of Sidbn, we came to a confiderable rivulet called 
Elouly, very near the hills that are to the north of this plain; which ri
ver, I conjecture, might be the bounds of the tribe of Afher, and of 
the Holy Land ; there is a large bridge over it, of ruftic work, confut
ing only of one arch. 

We pafled over the hills, which are called the mountains of the Dru-
fes, from the people that inhabit them ; there is a tower at the end of 
them, called Bourge-Romely, from a village on a hill, of that name r: 
We came to a bay about four miles over; oppofite to the middle of it 
is a village called Jee, and a mofque near the fhoar, with a well by it, 
called the well of Jonah, where, they fay, the prophet Jonah was 
thrown out by the whale : Here I faw fome broken pillars, a Corinthian 
capital, and ruins on each fide of a mountain torrent, which may he 
Parphirion of the Jerufalem Itinerary, eight miles from Sidon. After 
fome time we came to the tower Bourge-Damour, and foon after to the 
river Damour, which muft be the Tamyras of Strabo, half way* between 
Sidon and Berytus, and may be the river mentioned by Ptolemy, as 
four miles fouth of Berytus, which he calls The Lyon, [AICOV] though it 
does not anfwer to that diftarice, but there is no other river in this road, 
nearer to that city ; and this feems the more probable, as Strabo mentions 
the city of Lyons, and the grove of ./Efculapius, with this river z. A 
few miles further we pafled by a village called Carney; at a well that 
is near it, I faw an ancient ftone coffin, a fine piece of entablature* 
fome large hewn ftones, and two round vales of red and white marble. 
At fome diftance from this place to the north, on a rifing ground, are 
feveral ftone coffins cut out of the rock, with large covers, very much 
like thofe at Zal near mount Tabor; and beyond them I faw the re
mains of a wall twelve feet thick, which was continued along on the 
eaft fide of them: This might be Heldua mentioned in the Jerufalem 
Itinerary, as twelve miles from Berito, tho' this place is not above fix or 
feven ; fo that there may be a miftake in the Itinerary, as there certain
ly is in the diftance between Berito and Sidon; it being put down as 
twenty eight miles, tho' it is not above twenty, as the lateft fea charts make 
it. The diftance alfo of eight miles from Parphirion, on this fuppofition, 
is much too great: This may be the fame as the city of Lyons of Strabo a. 
We foon came to the tower of Bourge-Hele, and then pafled over a rivu
let, called Alopha; from a village of that name, which is to the eaft. 
We then came to a very fine country, between the cape on which Bayrcut 
ftands, and the hills to the eaft : On the fide of thefe mountains we law 
three large villages that are contiguous, and are called Sukefet, from 
which that hill and country have their name. If I do not miftake, I was 
informed, that one of thefe villages was inhabited by Drufes, the other 
by Chriftians, and the third by thatfedt of Mahometans, called Amadei, 

7 We pafled this part of the hills, and came went about a mile over a low hill, and came to 
to a plain between the hills about a mile over, a plain half a mile broad. We crofled iuch an-
and then to Ouad-el-Gederah, which, I believe, other hill, and in about a mile came to the 
may be a mountain torrent; in this plain there bay. 
is a village called Gederah, which is to the eaft z Strabo, xvi. p. 756. 
on the hills, and likewife Kephermaiah. We then * Ibid, and fee note b. below. 
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who, as I was informed, are followers of Ali. After my return from 
the eaft, I was informed by a cbnliderable Maronite of great credit, that 
there had been an Arabic prefs among the Maronites for many years j and 
by the defcription he gave of that place, I concluded, that it was at this 
village, tho' I omitted to take down the name from him. Further in the 
country is Itefe, and beyond it Jebel Sewene. We parTed thro' Bourge 
Elgrage, and faw Edfhaim in the bottom, and higher up Elmeleeles. We 
pafled through a large grove of olive trees, and as we approached near 
Bayreut, I found the country exceedingly pleafant, being a rich foil, 
finely improved. About two miles before we came to this city, we 
parTed through a fine grove of tall pines on the promontory; which, it 
is laid, the famous Feckerdine planted with his own hands, though it 
feems to be a miftake, as this grove is mentioned to have been of great 
ufe to the Chriftiaiis in befieging Bayreut, in the time of the holy war. 
A finer fituation cannot be imagined; it is a green fod, and ends on 
the eaft fide with a hanging ground over a beautiful valley, through 
which the river of Bayreut runs: The north end commands a view of 
the fea, and a profped: of the fine gardens of Bayreut to the north weft. 

Bayreut. ^fa c[^y Q{ Bayreut is the ancient Berytus. Auguftus when he made 
it a colony, called it after the name of his daughter, with the epithet 
of happy, naming it Colonia Felix Julia \ This town was taken from 
the Saracens by Baldwin, king of Jerufalem, after a vigorous fiege; in 
one thoufand one hundred and eleven, and was retaken by Salladine in. 
one thoufand one hundred and eighty feven,- it was afterwards often 
taken and retaken during the holy war. This city was antiently a place 
of ftudy, more particularly of the civil law, and. efpecially about the 
time that Chriftianity began to be publickly eftablimed c. 

It is fituated over the fea on a gentle riling ground, on the north 
fide of a broad promontory. The gardens appear very beautiful on the 
hanging ground over i t : The old port is a little bay, and was well fe-
cured by ftrong piers, which were deftroyed by Feckerdine, as men
tioned before; for he had poffeffion of this city; and his fucceflbrs, the 
princes of the Drufes, have moft of them been made governors of it, till 
of late years the Turks have thought proper to take it out of their hands: 
T o the eaft of the port is a caftle built on two rocks in the fea, with a 
bridge to it. Eaft of this, over the lea clifts, is another caftle; and to 
the eaft of that, are remains of a very large one, defended with a foflee, 
where I faw fome broken pillars. About a furlong to the eaft of this 
place, I came to the old city walls on that fide. The town may be 
near two miles in circumference, and is defended with a very indiffe
rent wall, which, on the weft fide, is built of hewn ftone, with fome 
fmall fquare towers, and part of it may be the remains of the antient 
wall. At a little diftance to the weft of the town is a fmall bay, which 
opens to the north, where I law fome figns of ruins, but I could not 

. judge what they were ; it is poffible the theatre built by Agrippa might 
be here, and be contrived fo as to have the advantage of the hill, like 
thofe of Pola and Frejus, and the fea may have warned it away. Some 

b In ora maritima etiamnum lubjecta Libano, Byblos, Botrys,Gigarta, Trieris, Calamos. Plin. 
fluvius Magoras: Berytus colonia, quae Felix Nat. Hift. v. 17. 
Julia appellatur, Leontos oppidum, flumen Ly- c See the Ecclefiaftical Hiftories of Eufebius 
cos, Palaebyblos, flumen Adonis. Oppida, and Socrates. 

1 authors 



ON S Y R I A, 
authors alfo mention an amphitheatre in this town. I copied an ancient 
Greek infcription over the louth gate. In the middle of the city there is 
a large well built mofque, fupported by Gothic pillars, which was for
merly a church dedicated to St. John. There are feveral granite pillars 
about the town, and particularly fix or feven of grey granite in one part, 
fome (landing, and fome lying on the ground. 

The things moft to be remarked in this city are the improvements of 
Feckerdine ; that prince having acquired a tafte for architeclure, during 
his ftay at the court of Florence. His feraglio, which is now only the 
fhell of a building, has the air of a Roman palace; water was conveyed 
by channels in the walls through all the apartments, and in the middle 
of it is a garden of very large lemon trees : The ftables are truly magnifi
cent, built with feveral rows of fquare pillars, and there are niches on the 
fides within, with a ftone manger at the bottom of each of them for 
the horfes provender. There are feveral other unfinifhed buildings, that 
have even a greater air of magnificence in them, and look more like the 
remains of antient Roman buildings, than unfiniflied modern ones. 

This town is under the influence of the Maronites and Drufes, as 
many other places are under the Arabs, and the inhabitants of mount 
Libanon or Antilibanon dare not go to any other town. When I came 
to Bayreut I went to the Capuchin convent, where I was very civilly 
received; there was only one monk in it, who refides there chiefly on 
account of the French (hips that come into this place. 

C H A R II. 

Of the river L Y C U S . The territory of the prince of the 
Drufes 3 and of the Maronites and Drules. 

I Set forward on my journey from Bayreut on the firft of June, and 
went to the eaft along the fide of the bay,- after having travelled 
about a league, we came to the place where, they fay, faint George 

killed the dragon which was about to devour the king of Bayreut's 
daughter; There is a moique on the fpot, which was formerly a Greek 
church; near it is a well, and they fay, that the dragon ufually came 
out of the hole, which is now the mouth of it. The writers of the 
middle age fay this place was called Cappadocia. In this mofque I 
faw an extraordinary ceremony performed on one of the Turks that was 
with me; who fitting down.on the ground, the religious perfbn, who 
had the care of the mofque, took a piece of a fmall marble pillar, in 
which, they fay, there is an extraordinary vertue againft all forts of pains, 
and rolled it on the back of the Turk for a considerable time. About 
a mile to the eaft of this place we croffed over the river of Bayreut, on 
a bridge of feven arches, fome of which are of antient workmanihip. This 
river runs to the north, along the plain which is eaft of the grove of 
pines: It may be the river Magoras, of Pliny, and agrees with his 
order in fpeaking o{ places; tho' fome think that it is the lame as the 

Tamyras. 
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Tamyras. Soon after we had paffed this river, we turned to the norths 
and went along the ftrand under the high clifts for about an hour and a 
half, and came to the famous road, which is cut like a terrace on the 
Weft and north fides of the mountain, over the fea, and on the fouth fide of 

River Lycus. the river Lycus ; the road being, as I conje&ure, about half a mile long ; 
it is very much like that road which is near the fountains of Tyre, and is 
faid to have been made by Alexander. We afcended it going to the 
north; over the higheft part there are remains of a tower; we then de-
fcended, and turning to the eaft afcended again. This road was for
merly called Via Antoniniana ; the afcent to it is diflicult, and a Latin 
infcription is cut on the rock, mentioning the name of the road; and 
that it was made by the emperor Aurelius. I faw fome fmall figures of 
tnen in relief, cut in different compartments, but very much defaced 
by t ime; one, I obferved, wore a particular cap like the Phrygian 
bonnet; probably it was the Perfian habit, and may be as old as the time 
when the Perfians had pofleilion of thefe countries. Under this road 
runs the river Kelp, as it is called in Arabic: It is the Lycus of the 
Greeks, that is, the Dog river; fo called, as it is faid, from the ftatue 
of a dog, which was formerly there. On one fide of the road there 

_ is a ruin fomething like the pedeftal of a ftatue, and below it in the 
fea, at the mouth of the river, is a large ftone, which the people fhew 
for the ftatue of the dog, from which, they fay, the river received its 
name ; and there is a relief on the rock over the river at the end of 
the bridge, which is much defaced, and feems to have reprefented a dog. 
'This river was formerly navigable, though the ftream is very rapid d. 
Oppofite to the fouth end of the bridge, is an infcription in an eaftern 
character, which feemed to be very antient. The bridge over the river 
has four arches, one of which is large, being built, as they fay, by 

•Feckerdine; this river was the bounds between the Patriarchates of Je-
rufalem and Antioch. On the other fide of the bridge is an aqueduct 
brought four miles along the fide of the hill, and is of fo great a 
height, that feventeen arches about twenty feet high, are built againft 
the hill near the bridge, for the water to run o n ; it is the work of 
one of the fucceflbrs of Feckerdine, in order to water a fmall plain 

Caftravan by the lea, from which one afcends the Caftravan mountains, 
mountains, ^ j ^ e x t e n c l northward near to the antient city Byblus, now called 

Efbele, where alfo the dominions of the prince of the Drules end, 
which begin near Sidon, and only include the mountains : This part, 
called the Caftravan mountains, is inhabited folely by Maronite Chri-
ftians; the other parts being poflefied by the Drufes and Chriftians pro-
mifcuoufly. The mountains of Caftravan are part either of Libanon or 
Antilibanon, according as the bounds of thofe mountains are fixed. The 
name of Libanon is now given only to thofe mountains that are north 
eaft and fouth eaft of Tripoli, which ftretch northwards to Laodicea 
Cabiofa, near the antient Hems or Emela. Thefe mountains are high 
and rocky, but the afcent is not very difficult; the higheft parts are al-
moft all the year covered with fnow. It is furprizing to fee fuch barren 
hills fo well inhabited and improved; they are chiefly cultivated with 

* Strabo xvi. p. 753, 
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mulberry-trees for fllk-worms, and alfo with vineyards, which produce 
excellent wine, far preferable to any other wines of Syria. On thefe 
mountains, a considerable way up, I law the rocks riling above the ground 
in luch extraordinary figures, for about two miles, that at a little di-
ftance they appeared like a ruined city, refembling caftles, towers, and 
houfes, and even fome of them like men. Such a fcene as this pro
bably gave rife to the fable of a petrifyed city beyond Tripoli in Africa. 
Thefe mountains are inhabited altogether by Chriftians, and they do not 
fufFer Mahometans to fettle on them, nor even the pafhas themfelves to 
come up the hills. The prince of the Drufes pays a certain fum for his whole 
country to the Grand Signor, which conlifts of thefe mountains from 
Sidon to Efbele or Byblus; and he refides at a place called Der-el-Kerner^ 
£The Convent of the Moon]. The people pay for their lands to this 
prince. It is a place of refuge for Chriftians from the tyranny of the 
Turkifh governors, and efpecially for thofe unhappy wretches, who, hav-* 
ing denied the faith, repent of it, and become Chriftians again. Every 
village has a well-built church, and there are almoft as many mona
steries as villages, and to all their churches they have a bell, which is an 
extraordinary thing in thefe parts. 

^ s I obferved before, they are all Maronites on thefe mountains, and Maronites; 
acknowledge the pope. The patriarch of the Maronites, who, as I 
apprehend, is a fort of Legatus natus, is elected by the bifhops, about 
ten in number, and the governors of the country; every diftricl: having 
over it a fheik or head : The ufual refidence of the patriarch is at Can-
nobine on mount Libanon, but I waited on him at a little convent 
near the top of thefe mountains, he having retired to this part on 
account of fome difturbances in the country where he ufually refides: 
He is one of the principal families of the Maronites, was married, and 
has children; but being a widower, he became a monk, and was 
promoted to this dignity. The bifhops have their fees at fome cities 
near, many of which are ruined, fo that they moftly refide in convents • 
on the mountains. The monks are of the order of feint Antonio the E g y p 
tian; if I do not miftake, moft of them are reformed by a monk of 
Aleppo, and called Aleppines. Many of thefe convents have been built 
within thefe fifty years paft, and moft of them have a nunnery adjoining 5 
but they have ufually only poor old women in them for the fervice of 
the convents. The monks, both priefts and others (as in all the eaftern 
churches) are employed in taking care of their lands, being perfons of 
no learning. They ufually perform their long offices of devotion by 
night, which are in the Syriac language, that they do not underftand j 
and being ufed to that character, both they, and the Syrians, or Jaco
bites, write the Arabic, their native tongue, in Syrian characters. In 
the reformed convents the fuperior is chofe every three years ,• whereas 
in the others they continue during life; and, if I miftake not, take the 
vow of poverty, which the eaftern monks generally do not, and the in
convenience of not taking fuch a vow in that ftation of life, appears 
very much, in a people who have naturally fuch an exorbitant love of 
money, as it neceflarily expofes them to many temptations. There are 
alfo fome few nunneries that are not dependant on the monafteries, tho* 
they are very rare in the eaftern countries, and are rather like hofpitals 
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for the aged and decrepit; and if any young women are in them, they 
generally continue in a ftate of probation, rarely taking the voWj and 
fo may change their manner of life when they pleafe; which might be 
an improvement on that kind of inftitution. I was at a nunnery of 
Greek catholics on thefe mountains, which had been very lately founded 
by fome young ladies of Aleppo, on the rule of faint Francis de Sales, 
under the direction of the Jefuits, who have a convent near. Thefe Id-
dies were at this time retired to it, to perform their two years of pro
bation, in order to take the vow. There is alfo an Armenian catholic 
convent, founded by a bifhop, whom I faw there, and who was obliged 
to retire to thefe parts, on account of fome diftrefles. The Latin fa
thers, thofe of the Holy Sepulchre, the Jefuits, and Capuchins, have 
commodious convents on this mountain; and the Jefuits have erected a 
feminary, both to prepare the youth for the education at Rome, and to 
fit thofe in a better manner for the Maronite church, who cannot be fent 
to that place of education. The Maronites are efteemed more honeft, 
fimple, and lefs intriguing than any other Chriftians* in the eaft. 

If any account can be given of the original of the Drufes, it is, that 
they are the remains of the Chriftian armies in the holy war; and they 
themfelves now fay that they are defcended from theEngliflid. T*hey 
are efteemed men of courage, and of greater probity than any others of thefe 
eaftern parts. As they, and their prince, are protectors of the Chriftians 
that live among them, fo they feem to have the beft opinion of Chri
ftians, and the greateft regard for them; tho', in reality, it is to be feared 
that they have little or no religion at all ^ they occafionally profefs them
felves Mahometans, but go as feldom as poflible to their mofques, which 
they do only to enjoy the privileges of the eftablifhed religion; and I 
have been informed, that in fome of their books that have accidentally 
been found, they both blafpheme our Saviour, and /peak evil of Maho
met. They have among them a fort of religious perfons, whom they call 
by the name of Akel ; thefe drink no wine, and will not eat any thing 
that belongs to the prince, becaufe, they fay, it is rapine; they have 
private places under their houfes for their ceremonies of worfhip ; and 
I was informed, they do not perform any openly, except reading out o( 
their books over the dead, before they are carried to burial, though, as 
to this, I much doubt my authority. Thefe religious people meet to
gether in their private places, and feem to be rather like the wife men, 
or philofophers of old, than the chief perfons of a religion, in a com
munity that has little or none. I rather think if thefe in particular have 
any, that they are worfhippers of nature. I was indeed told, that, by 
fome accident, the ftatue of a calf had been feen in their retired places; 
but if the information of one, who pretended to have discovered fome 
of their fecrets, is to be depended upon, they have a fmall filver box, 
clofed in fuch a manner, as not to be opened, and many, even among 
them, know not what it contains ; they pay a fort of worfhip to i t ; 
and he laid he was informed, that there were in thefe boxes the images 
of the nature of both fexes. 

d Some fay, they are defcended from the with him to the holy war; and that Feckerdine 
Franks, whom Godfrey of Bulloign brought pretended to be related to the houfeof Lorrain. 

CHAP. 
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C H A P . III. 

Of the CASTRAVAN mountains, of ESBELE the antient 
BYBLUS, and other places in the way to TRIPOLI. 

W E afcended the Caflravan mountains, and went two miles eaftward 
to the convent of St. Antony Elify, where I was civilly enter
tained by the monks. We then travelled near a mile to the vil

lage of Ellify, where they have a handfome new built church: We went 
about three miles north to the nunnery abovementioned, called Derbe-
nady, and were invited into the apartments allotted for ftrangers, where 
we were entertained with conferve of rofes, a dram, and coffee, a young 
Maronite fheik being with us. We went a mile eaftward to the Jefuits 
convent at Ontua, where I was very civilly received by the general of 
the miffion in thefe parts, who frequently refides in this convent. On 
the fecond, I went up the hill to the north eaft, in order to wait on the 
Maronite patriarch: After having travelled four or five miles we came-
to Ajalton, where one of the great families of the Maronite fheiks refides. 
The mountains, though very rocky, are well improved, as high as this 
place, with mulberry trees, and even with corn, wherever there is any 
foil. We went northward, and afcended for three or four miles to a part of 
the hill, where the rocks appeared in extraordinary figures, like a ruin
ed town, as mentioned before.* We came to the convent of Refond, 
where the monks are of the antient order of St. Antony not reformed, 
and have a nunnery to ferve them j all the monks work in cultivating 
the ground : This is the ufual refidence of the bifhop of Patrone: Here 
they entertained us with roafted eggs, foup made with kidney beans, 
lower milk, and excellent white wine, of a good body and flavour. We 
travelled northward down a very gentle defcent, and palled by the vil
lage of Afhout and Einegrate, and foon after by two high rocks, that 
appeared at a diftance, like the ruins of fome antient building. We af
cended and came to Eirfkeen, where we found the patriarch, and the 
bifhop of Patrone fitting under a tree near the convent, after the eaftern 
manner : The patriarch was a very venerable old man, and received me 
with great civility, though by fome accident I had not my letter to give 
him from the Maronite interpreter of the EngHih conful at Acre. The 
bifhop having been many years minifter of the church at Tripoli fpoke 
Lingua Franca. Bread, wine, and coffee were brought ,• and, after fome 
time, the patriarch went in; and I was foon called to dine in an open 
cloyfter or portico of the convent. Pilaw, fried eggs, honey, and 
fome other tilings were let before us: The patriarch fat a while at fome 
diftance, and, when he went away, the bifhop came and fat with me. 
After dinner I went out to the patriarch, who was fitting under the tree, 
and coffee was ferved: When I talked of departing, the patriarch prefix
ed me much to flay, ajad feemed almoft angry when he found I was de
termined to go. This is a very high cool retreat, and we faw the 
tops of the mountains near this place covered with fnow: We de-
fcended by the fame way we came, to Afhout, and then turned to the 
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right, and went on to the top of the mountains, about five miles to 
the fouth weft, and found the country both uninhabited, and with-
out any improvement. We defcended to Aofta, which is fituated on 
a hill not a great way from the fea more: The houfe of the pa
triarch is there, with a church or chapel built to it, which is the 
family burial place. We found the patriarch's brother fitting under 
a tree. I alighted and fat a while with him, and he invited me to 
flay all night. The cuftom of fitting under trees at this time, and 
many others I had obferved, led me to reflect on the great refemblance 
there is between the manners and fimplicity of the antients, and thole 
of the eaftern people at this day; which is very remarkable only 
in one fhort part of the hiftory of Abraham. Thus for inftance: 
As air and made are very defirable in hot countries, fo we find them 
often fitting under a tree: Thus, we fee Abraham, when the Lord came 
to him in the plains of Mamre, defiring the three angels to reft them-
felves under the tree. Fine meal was made ready for them, kneaded 
and baked on the hearth; and now it is the cuftom to make bread 
whenever they eat, and they bake it on iron hearths, which are heated, 
or on the embers. It is ufual alfo to ferve, to fit, or ftand by the guefts 
without eating with them ,• 'and fo Abraham fet the butter, and milk, 
and the calf that was drefled, before them, and flood by them under the 
tent when they did eat: The wife Sarah alfo did not appear, but flood 
in the tent within the door, according to the cuftom among the eaftern 
women at this time. From Aofta we went on that evening two miles 
fouth to Arifla, to the new-built convent of the Holy Sepulchre: It is 
moft pleafantly iituated on a high hill, over the plain which is by the 
fea flioar; there being a village below it, near which, I was informed, 
they find thofe white ftbnes which have the figures of fifh in them. We 
flayed there all night. 

We fet out northward on the third, and returning near as far as 
Aofta, we went down the hill to the catholic Armenian convent, called 
Elerem, which is under Aofta ,• it was not then finiihed. The bimop 
fhewed me the convent with great civility, and fet before us an elegant 
collation of dryed fweetmeats, prunellas and piftachio nuts, and we 
were ferved with coffee and wine. We afcended up to Aofta, where I 
fat under a tree, with the patriach's two brothers and nephews, and 
drank coffee; they prefled us to flay, but we went on fouthward in a 
very bad ftony road, and pafTed by Der-morran-Keiroula, a Maronite 
convent, and afterwards by Eran and Lubfan. We had a gentle defcent 
down the hill going near Sdidieh and Aramoft, and came to the village 
called Gafier, where there is a Capuchin convent, which was fhut up, 
all the monks being abfent; fo I repofed under a lemon-tree, until the 
fervant came, and let us into the garden where 1 dined. The Maronite 
fheik came to me, who talked Italian, and had travelled eight years in 
Europe,- there were two of three there who had travelled, and probably 
went with him as fervants; one of them had been in England. I fuppofe 
he went under the name of a prince of mount Libanon; for thofe who 
have travelled under that character, are the fons of thofe fheiks who 
rent the parifties of the prince of the Drufes, and being chiefs of the 
country, the monks here give them certificates to Rome, under the name 
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of Principi di monte Libano; and they often return home very much 
enriched; for they afk charity in a genteel manner, on a pretence offupport-
ing the Maronites under the hardfhips which they fufFer from the Turks. 
I was informed, that one of them lately returning home, was murthered 
in Sicily, for the fake of the treafure which they were informed he had 
with him. This fheik invited and prefled me to go to his houfe and 
take coffee: I went with him -7 and a carpet being fpread, we fat down 
in the court, on a raifed place over a running fpout of water: He told me* 
that his brother, a young man who was there, defigned to travel into Europe* 
and even hinted that he would be glad to joyn me. He appeared ex-
treamly civil, and offered to fend one with me to the prince of the 
Drufes, and all over the mountains. Coffee was brought up, and a 
fowl roafted in quarters, a kind of European dim, the reft being after 
the Arab manner. Toward the evening, a relation of the fheik's came 
from Bayreut, where, he faid, he had heard that I walked about the city, 
and had obferved every thing very curioufly, which had alarmed the people: 
On which I immediately found that their behaviour was altered towards 
m e ; and they began to ad vile me to lay aflde the thoughts of going to 
the prince of the Drufes; and it is probable that they were afraid of be
ing fufpe<9:ed, in cafe they mould conduct me to that prince, at a time 
when the Turks were in war with the emperor ; the prince of the Drufes 
having fbmetimes given the government great trouble, when they were 
engaged in wars with Chriftian princes. I found it was too late to go 
away, fo I flayed all night, and went to fee the convent near, where they 
fhewed me a monk who was a hundred and ten years old. 

I hired a man from this place to go with me to Efbele: Setting out 
the next morning on the fourth, I faw a great number of young mul
berry-trees on the foot of, the hills, which had been cut down by a pafha 
who had fome demand on them, which they did not anfwer ; fo he 
came with his men to the fkirts of the mountain, and cut down the 
mulberry-trees ; which was doing them a very confiderable damage, as 
thefe trees are abfolutely neceflary for their filk. We defcended into a 
narrow valley, in which there runs a fmall river, and over it there is a 
bridge, in the high road from Sidon, which is near the fea : I take this 
river to be the northern bounds of the Caftravan mountains. We 
afcended and came into the high road, palling by the vale Ouad-Ena-
mar, on the fouth of which I faw fome grottos. We pafled by Ouad-
Eteheny, and the church called Maria Mari. We then crofled the river 
Ibrim on a large bridge • this river was anciently called Adonis. Tra
vellers obferve, that the water of it is red after great floods, which is oc-
cafioned by the nature of the foil through which it runs; and that this 
having happened about the time of the feafts of Adonis, the antients faid 
the river ran with blood on account of his death. It is probable that 
Palasbyblos e was on this river. 

A little beyond the Ibrim, we came to Efbele, called by the Franks Efbele. 
Gibele; it is the antient Byblus, fuppofed to be the country of the Gib-Byblus" 
lites, mentioned in Jofhua f. Here, it is faid, Cinyras, the father of 

e Strabo xvi. 755, and note b, p. $9. giventotheIfraelites,foirfeemsprobablethatthe 
f See Maundrel. As the Septuagint tran- people of this place are meant in 1 Kings v. 

(late it B-J£AI««, and that was part of the land 18. and Ezekiel xxvii. 9. tho' the names Gib-
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Adonis, had a palace; and the city became famous for the temples and 
worfhip of Adonis. The walls of the £own remain, which are about a 
mile in circumference; and at the fouth eaft corner there is a very 
ftrong caftle of rufticated work, built of hard ftone that has pebbles in 
it. Towards the foundation are fome ftones twenty feet in length: 
There are very few inhabitants in the town, but many ruinous houfes are 
(landing, which fhew that it has been well inhabited, and probably with
in two or three ages paft. There are remains of a beautiful church, which 
feems to have been the cathedral; it is of the Corinthian order, and ap
pears plainly to have been built before the entire corruption of archi
tecture, probably about the fourth or fifth century. This town was ta
ken by the Chriftians in the time of the holy war, and followed the fate 
of Tyre, and other cities of this coaft. 

When we came to Efbele, I flopped at a tree a little without the 
gates: Having heard a bad character of the inhabitants, I had pro
cured a letter to the fheik, which I fent to him. He came out to me, 
with his brother and relations, and ordered his Chriftian fteward to fhew 
me every thing about the town. The fheik happened to call his eyes 
on a pair of my piftols, which he liked, and immediately ordered his 
man to propofe an exchange for his, which I refufed. When I returned 
from viewing the town, the fheik and the elders were fitting in the 
gate of the city, after the antient manner, and I fat a while with them; 
but when I came to my place, I was informed that the fheik intended 
to take my piftols by force, if I would not agree to his propofal. The 
fheik himfelf came foon afterwards, took my piftols out of the hol-
fters, and would have put his own in their place, which I would not 
permit; he then put his piftols into the hands of one of my men, whom 
I ordered to lay them down on the ground; they offered to give me 
fome money alfb in exchange; but I intimated, that if they did not re
turn them, I Would complain to the pafha of Tripoli. I departed, and 
they fent a man after me to offer ten dollars; two or three meflages 
parted, and when we were about a mile from the town, they fent the 
piftols to me; for, as they knew the character of the pafha, it is pro
bable that they apprehended, lie would be glad of fuch a pretence to 
come and raife money on them. 

After having travelled near the fea about three leagues we came to 
Patrone, a furlong to the weft of the high road. This is thought to be 
the antient Botrus, placed by Ptolemy ten miles north of Byblus g ; it is 
a bifhop's fee, and gives title to one of the Maronite prelates, as well as 
Efbele. There are remains of a large church, which was probably the 
cathedral, and of buildings about it, which might ferve for the priefts; 
there are ruins alfo of a fmaller church, which is well built,- but nothing 
is to be feen of the walls of the city, nor is there even a village on the 

lites, and Gebal, according to our literal tran-
flation from the Hebrew, would incline to 
think that Gabala, north of Orthofia, was 
meant ; but as this muft be Alcabile of the 
Jerufalem Itinerary, it is very probable that 
Gabal was the antient name, and that a name 
fomething like it was always retained by the 
people of the country, and that the Greeks 

i 

gave it the name of Byblus. 
s It feems by miftake to be called Boftria, in 

Strabo xvi. p. J55. probably it is Bruttofafia of 
the Jerufalem Itinerary. This city was built bjr 
Ithobalus, king of Tyre, about the time of 
the prophet Elias, according to Menander, 
quoted by Jofephus, Antiq. Jud. lib. viii. 
cap. 13. 
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fpot. The rocky clifts on the fea fide have been much Worked with the 
tool; and I obferved a fort of a canal cut between them from the fea, 
running north and fouth, which probably might ferve for a harbour for 
boats and fmall veffels in bad weather, as it is an open port without any 
fhelter. All thefe towns of Phoenicia are fuppofed to be of very great 
antiquity. 

We went on and pafled by a village called Mafid ; it is to the left, 
at the end of the plain, under the great cape; near it, is a church on a 
fmall hill ; about this place pofiibly might be Gigartum \ Four or 
five miles from Patrond, we entered in between thqfe mountains, which 
flretch weftward to the fea, and make that cape, which was called by, 
the antients Theoprofopon, where, fome fay, mount Libanon began. 
Here thofe Arab and Ituraean robbers, who infefted the country, had 
one of their ftrong caftles, which, with many others belonging to them, 
were deftroyed by Pompey1. Between thefe hills we croffed the river 
Nar-el-Zehar on a bridge, and came to a very extraordinary reck about 
a hundred feet high, a hundred yards long, and twenty broad: There 
is a caftle on it, and it is called Empfiles. We intended to have flayed 
all night, though there was no place to lodge in, nor any other accom
modation ; but a Maronite prieft coming by, to whom we fhewed fome 
civility, he very kindly invited us to go two or three miles further to 
his houfe, we went on with him, and when we came into the plain 
that leads to Tripoli, we turned to the eaft, and afcending the hills* 
came to the poor cottage of the prieft: He prepared a fupper for us, 
and we lay on the top of the houfe, which is a very common practice in 
this country during the fummer feafon; 

We fet out on the fifth, travelled along the narrow plain that runs to 
Tripoli, and went near a fmall town on the fea called Enty, _ where,-
they fay, there are remains of a large well built chprch. I came to 
fome ruins that feemed to be the remains of an antient temple; and there 
are feveral heaps of ftones about it for a confiderable way. This might 
be Trieris, mentioned by Strabo k between the promontory and Tripoli, 
and may be the fame as Tridis, placed in the Jerufalem Itinerary twelve 
miles from that city: To the eaft, there is a low ridge of mountains that 
extend almoft as far as Tripoli; they are chiefly inhabited by Greeks, as 
well as the vale to the eaft of them; there are fome convents on the hills, 
particularly the large monaftery of Bellemint, which is delightfully 
iituated; and another called Mar Jakob, [faint James J where the Europeans 
that dye at Tripoli are ufually buried Beyond Enty I faw a Greek mo
naftery near the fea, called Der-Naflbur. After having pafled under the 
Greek convent of Bellemint, we came to Calamon, where there is a fmall 
ftream, and a ruined building: This, without doubt, is the antient 
Calamos. 

h Strabo xvi. p. 755. and fee note b, p. 89. k Strabo, ibid. 
' Strabo, ibid, and lee note b. 
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C H A P. IV. 

Of TRIPOLI. 

The old ci- *"'• 1R I P O L I, now called Traplous, is fituated at the entrance 
ties* I of a narrow valley between the hills, and to the eafl of a low 

promontory, that extends about a mile into the fea, but is not 
above half a mile broad: On this promontory were the three cities 
which were colonies from Tyre, Sidon, and Aradus; they were a furlong 
diftant from each other, but feem at length to have been joyned hy 
their fuburbs, and to have made one city; on that account it was called 
Tripolis. One of them, probably the moft ancient, which might be 
that peopled from Tyre, was at the end of the point, and fo might be 
eafily fortified, by building a wall acrofs the promontory on the eaft 
fide of the city: There are great ruins of this wall, which appears 
to have been fifteen feet thick;- and it feems to have been thrown down 
by force: It was cafed with hewn ftone, which is now carried away ; 
about the middle of it was the gate of the city, and near the wall there 
are feveral pieces of large pillars of grey granite. The fecond city, 
which probably was the colony from Sidon, might be at the angle made 
by this promontory to the north, where the river which runs through 
the prefent city falls into the fea; but there are no figns either of this or 
of the third city; for that part is all converted into gardens, and is a 
iandy foil, eafily driven by the wind, which has probably covered what
ever remained of thofe antient cities. The third city was the colony from 
Aradus, and might have been at the fouth angle, where there is good 
water, and a fmall ftream; but as it is a rocky ground, and expofed to 
the fouth weft wind, which is the moft dangerous, and confequently 
could not be a port, it is more probable that this city was in the middle 
between the other two on the north fide; where there is a tolerable good 
harbou^ which is ttfed at this time, being fheltered by fome iflands and 
rocks to the weft. There are fix large towers, about a quarter of a 
mile diftant from each other on the north fide of the cape; but I could 
not be informed whether they were joyned with a wall (which might 
formerly have been raifed for defence along the lhoar) or defigned only 
to proted the place againft privateers, for which they ferve at prefent. 
On this fide, where the wall crofted the promontory, is a little town 
called the Marine ; it is inhabited moftly by Greeks: The cuftom-houfe 
is there, and all goods are landed in fmall boats from the ihips, which 
lie at a diftance. The Greeks fome years ago built a fine church here, 
which was foon after pulled down by a paiha. 

Tripoli, its When the Saracens took the city of Tripoli, they conftituted a king 
OIY' to govern this country. Baldwin, king of Jerufalem, took it with the 

help of the Genoefe fleet, after feven years fiege, and made Bertrand 
count of it, who was fon of Raymond, count of Touloufe. His territory 
extended from the river Lycus to the river Valania, as it was then called, 
being the river Eleutherus of the antients, which fails into the fea near 
Aradus. In the year one thoufand one hundred and feventy, the city 

1 was 
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was almoft deftroyed by an earthquake. The Saracens took it by fap* 
in one thoufand two hundred and eighty nine, and entirely deftroyed 
it, but the city was afterwards rebuilt by them \ 

The prefent city of Tripoli is about two miles in circumference; i€ 
(lands low, and a river runs through it, which, after great rains, over
flows, and does much damage to the city ; there are alfo fome buildings 
on the fide of the hills: Over the fbuth eaft corner of the city, there is 
a large caftle on a hill, thought to be built during the time of the holy 
war ; for there is a mofque in it, which was a church dedicated to St. 
John. There are five or fix mofques in the city, which, they fay, were 
churches ; they have fquare towers to them, one of which, in particu
lar, is built after the European manner ; but the fineft mofque has an 
octagon tow-er, and was formerly the church of St. John. There are a 
considerable number of Greeks here, who have a handfome cathedral, 
near which the bifhop refides: The Maronites alfo have their church : 
Many of the bazars, or ftreets of fhops, feem to have been made out of 
old convents and nunneries, as may be feen by the manner of the build
ings. The monks of the Holy Sepulchre, the Jefuits, and Carmelites of 
mount Libanon have their convents here; the latter refiding in this city 
only during the exceflive cold weather in the winter feafbn, when mount 
Libanon is covered with fnow. This is the refidence of the pafha of 
Tripoli, from which city the whole pafhalic is denominated. 

The river of Tripoli runs through a mod delightful narrow valley 
from the eaft : There is a convent of Dervifhes on the fide of the hill 
over the river, about half a mile out of the town ; it is one of the moft 
beautiful Situations I ever beheld, being adorned with feveral water
works, Supplied by an aqueduct that runs through it. On this aqueduct 
the water runs from the foot of mount Libanon about eight miles diftant, 
it is carried along the fide of the hills by a channel to the north of 
the river, till it comes within a mile and a half of the city, when it 
crofTes the valley and river, on an aqueduct of four arches, which is 
one hundred and thirty paces long: The aqueduct is feven feet eight 
inches broad, and Serves for a bridge ; the two middle arches, which are 
Gothic, have been probably rebuilt, but the others are fine arches, and 
feem to be of a more antient date. The bridge is faid to be built, or 
rather repaired by Godfrey of Bulloign, though it is more probable that 
it was done by Baldwin king of Jerufalem, and upon that account it 
might have been called the Prince's bridge, for I obferved a crofs cut 
on the Stones: From thefe arches the water runs on the fouth fide of 
the vale by the Dervifhes convent. 

The trade of Tripoli confifts chiefly in exporting raw Silk to Europe, 
and the cotton and Silk manufactures of Damafcus to the different parts 
of the Levant; they have alfo a manufacture of foap made with the oil 
of olives, for which they were formerly more famous than Joppa, tho' 
now the latter has rather the preference. There is only one Englifh 
houfe here, which is the conful's, but there are feveral of the French 
nation. 

The pafha was lately returned from his voyage towards Mecca, it be
ing his office always to fet out with provisions to meet the caravan in 

1 See the writers of the holy war. 
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its return; they go about half way to Mecca, fetting cut the fame 
day that the caravan ufually leaves Mecca. When I was there the con
ful went in ceremony to compliment the pallia on his return, and all 
the Englifh nation accompanied him. The Janizaries went firft ; then 
the two dragomen, or interpreters; after them the conful in the Turkiih 
drels, having on a purple ferijee, or gown of ceremony, but with a per-
riwig and hat. Soon after we came into the apartment, the palha enter
ed between two perfons, gave the welcome as he pafied, and fat down 
crofs legged in the corner to the right, having a cufhion on each fide, and 
one over them behind him ; he had on the garment of ceremony, lined 
with ermine, and a knife ftuck in his girdle, with a very fine handle, 
the end of it being adorned with a large emerald ; no perfon moved his 
hat. The conful fat down facing the palha, on a ftool covered with 
red cloth; and thofe of this nation, and the fecond dragoman flood at 
his left hand ; and his firft dragoman, and the dragoman of the palha 
on the right, who was to interpret between the dragoman of the con
ful, and the palha ; the former fpeaking Arabic, and the latter Turkiih. 
After compliments were pafied, the conful made a requeft for juftice in 
fome cafe, and delivered a letter from Latichea relating to bufinefs: 
Sweet-meats and coffee, and afterwards fhirbet were brought to all; but 
only the conful was perfumed and incenfed. The two dragomen of 
the conful killed the hem of the paiha's garment, and put it to their 
foreheads, as foon as he was feated, when he granted the requeft, and 
when they went away. The conful demanded permiflion to take leave, 
and riling put his hand to his bread, but the pafha kept his feat. We 
when went to the^caia* or chief minifter of the pafha; a ftool was fet for 
the conful; but he fat down on the fopha, which is more honourable. 
A ftool is ufed at the paiha's on account of the fhort habit which the 
French always wear, and fo the other confuls fit on it likewife, tho' 
they are in the long garb. At the caia's thofe who attended the conful 
kneeled on the fopha, refting behind on their hams, which is a very 
humble pofture; we were ferved here in the fame manner, except that 
all were perfumed and incenfed. 

C H A P . V. 

Of CANNOBINE. The cedars of LIBANON, and other 
. places between TRIPOLI and BAALBECK. 

W E fet out from Tripoli m eaftward on the twelfth, and afcend-
ing the low hills which are over the city, we came in three 
hours to the foot of mount Libanon. We afcended about four 

hours, and then went along the fide of the hills, over a moft romantic 
valley, 

m In this journey we afcended up the hill at two rivulets run through it, one coming from 
Tripoli; the country to the foot of mount Li- the eaft, called Gutban; the other from the 
banon, for about two leagues, is called a plain, fouth fouth eaft, called Abouali; they run into 
though it is a very uneven ground; there are one valley to the weft north weft, and, uniting, 

run 
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valley, which appeared as if it was fhut in on every fide by high points 
ed rocky mountains, almoft: covered with wood. The river Abouali 
rufhes through it with a great noife, but is fo covered with trees, that 
it is feen 'in very few places: We went almoft half round the valley, 
and turning to the left, came to the Maronite convent of St. Antony Convent of 
Cafieeh ; the convent is almoft all cut out of the rock ; the large c" tony* 
church being a grot, and fo are feveral other parts of the convent. 
There is alfo a large natural grot, that extends a great way under 
ground, in which there are what they call petrifications of water, that 
being hewn, appear to be very fine white alabafter, like that in the 
grots of Carniola. In a dark part of this grot they difcipline mad peo
ple • this place being, as they fay, famous for miraculoufly curing the 
diforders of the brain : The patients are commonly brought to their 
fenfes in three or four days, or a week, and rarely continue longer, 
and even fometimes are cured in their way to the convent, according 
to their account. They bury the monks in a vault above ground in 
their habits, in which they appear like fkeletons ; and I faw one whole 
{kin feemed to be uncorrupted, who, they lay, was a holy man. This 
place is famous for excellent wine, which they preferve, as they do in 
all thefe parts, in large earthen jars, clofe flopped down with clay, but 
being lent to diftant places in Ikins, it receives a ftrong flavour from 
them which is difagreeable. I faw the monks in their church, Handing 
four and four at two fquare defks, chanting their hymns alternately, and 
leaning on crutches as fome eafe during the long time they are obliged 
to be at their devotions. 

From this place I went towards Cannobine, the convent where the Cannobine. 
Maronite patriarch ufually refides ; the defcent to it is very fteep, by a 
narrow winding road. The convent, which is about three quarters of 
the way down the hill, chiefly confifts of feveral grots cut into the rock 5 

run under the prince's bridge, and retain the hill, down which there is a .narrow channel 
name of the former. We firfl croffed a hill, cut to convey the water to the villages beneath, 
and then paffed over a fmall track, of ground I faw a church called faint John, on a hill to 
planted with olive-trees: We went a little way the right, and afterwards Enite, likewife to the 
to the north, and turning eaftward crofTed the right, and Aito on the left; we defcended down 
valley in which thefe rivers unite, and turning the hill to Orby, oppofite to which, on the 
fouthwards into the vale of Abouali, we right, is Tourfa •, in this part there are many 
went over the river on a narrow bridge of fix pines, and fome cyprefs. We went along the 
arches ; faw Coura on a hill to the right, and fide of a hill, and defcended towards the roman-
further fouth Nakely and Erkael; going fur- tic valley, defcribed below, in which the river 
ther, we faw Kephteen to the fouth, where Abouali runs, and came to the convent of faint 
there is a Greek convent, and further Kepher- Antony Cafieeh, over which, on the point of 
cakey, where there is a ruined caftle, and a the high mountain, is Marfakeis, under which, 
large pillar that feem'd to be built. We paffed is the pleafant village of Aden. We croffed 
by Boukpherhouah to the left, near the road : the valley from faint Antony, and went up the 
We afterwards went by fome vineyards on hill to the fouth, and paffed by Ban, where I 
a hill near the foot of the mountains : obferved a red earth like iron ore, and faw a 
When we began to afcend the mountains, I fingle church on the right, called Aouka, and 
faw Argy, in the valley of Bifbath, to the defcended to Canobine. Returning up the hill 
left ; we paffed by Turfinah on the left, and the fame way, we paffed by Ban, and after-
Shinen on the right, the convent Antoura wards Capede, and Achig, pleafandy fituated 
is on a mountain over i t ; further on we on a rock over a valley; we went near Biftureh, 
had Ibefah to the right, and over itRamafkah ; finely fituated on a well improved hill, over 
to the north, beyond the river Gutban, is the river Kalifhe, which below is called 
mount Turbul, which runs to the eaft fouth eaft, Abouali, the river I have mentioned before; 
there being a valley between it, and the high we came to die Carmelite convent, from which 
parts of mount Libanon. We afcended up one fees the village of Sheraife to the ibuch. 
a hill to Caremfidy, and then another fteep 
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the river, which empties itfelf at Tripoli, runs in a narrow valley below 
it, having on both fides two very high ridges of mountains, covered with 
pines: This fituation is the moft extraordinary and retired that can be 
imagined, there being only one way to it, which makes it a very fecure 
retreat, and is probably the reafon why the patriarchs have taken up 
their residence here. The church is a fine large grot, and there are three 
bells hung in a window of i t : The bifhop of mount Libanon was 
there, who generally refides with the patriarch, and is a fort of vicar to 
him. Near the convent is the chapel of St. Marina, which is a grotto; 
it is faid fhe lived as a monk at Tripoli, and on the mountains in the 
habit of a man : Near this chapel there are defcents to two vaults, in 
one the patriarchs are buried, and in the other the monks. 

On the thirteenth, we afcended the hills by the fame way, and re
turning, we overtook a Maronite prieft ; as 1 was leading my horfe, ofl 
account of the bad road, out of his great civility, he would take the bridle 
out of my hand, preffed me to go afide to his houfe, and conducting me x 

to his fhady tree near it, brought us a collation of fried eggs, four 
milk and olives ; as they are very poor, it is proper in thefe cafes to 
make a fmall prefent of money. About thefe parts I faw a great num
ber of young mulbery trees that had been cut down, of which they have 
considerable plantations on account of their filk manufacture: For the 
pallia having let this diftrid: to a new Amadean fheik, the old one made 
war on him, ravaged the country, and did this mifchief; for thefe 
hills are inhabited partly by Maronites, and partly by Amadean Arabs, 
who are followers of Ali. Going eaftward we palled near a village call
ed Aden, which is reckoned one of the moft pleafant places in the 
world, on account of its fituation and profpecl:, its waters, and the 
fine improvements about it. We faw feveral beautiful cafcades on both 
fides, and came to the convent of the Latin Carmelite fathers, called St. 
Sergius, which is a moft delightful retirement in fummer; the beauty 
of the oppofite hills, the feveral cafcades, and ftreams of water, and the 
perpetual frefhnefs of the air in thefe high regions, make the place very 
agreeable, whilft the heats in the plains are almoft intolerable j but in 
the winter the fathers refide in Tripoli. 

Cedars of From this convent there is a gentle afcent for about an hour to a 
Lxbanon. j a r g e plain between the higheft parts of mount Libanon: Towards the 

north eaft corner of it are the famous cedars of Libanon, they form a 
grove about a mile in circumference, which confifts of fome large ce
dars that are near to one another, a great number of young cedars, and 
fbme pines. The great cedars, at fome diftance, look like very large 
fpreading oaks; the bodies of the trees are fhort, dividing at bottom in
to three or four limbs, fome of which growing up together for about ten 
feet, appear fomething like thofe Gothic columns, wThich feem to be 
compofed of feveral pillars; higher up they begin to fpread horizontally : 
One that had the roundeft body, tho' not the largeft, meafured twenty 
four feet in circumference, and another with a fort of triple body, as de-
fcribed above, and of a triangular figure, meafured twelve feet on each 
fide. The young cedars are not eafily known from pines ,• I obferved 
they bear a greater quantity of fruit than the large ones. The wood 
does not differ from white deal in appearance, nor does it feem to be 
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harder; it has a fine fmell, but not fo fragrant as the juniper of America^ 
which is commonly called Cedar $ and it alio falls fhort of it in beauty: 
I took a piece of the wood from a great tree that was blown down by 
the wind, and left there to rotj there are fifteen large ones ftanding. 
The Chriftians of the feveral denominations near this place come herd 
to celebrate the feftival of the transfiguration, and have built altars 
againft feveral of the large trees, on which they adminifter the facra-
ment. Thefe trees are about half a mile north of the road, to which 
we returned; and from this plain on the mountains, afcended about 
three hours up to the very higheft fummit of mount Libanon, palling 
over the fnow, which was frozen hard. Thefe mountains are not inha
bited higher up than the Carmelite convent, nor all the way down on the 
eaft fide, which is very fteep, and a barren foil. I obferved that Cyprefs 
are the only trees that grow towards the top, which being nipped by 
the cold, do not grow fpirally, but like fmall oaks; and it may be con
cluded that this tree bears cold better than any other. From the top of 
mount Libanon there is a fine profpecl: of the beautiful parts of the 
mountain below, and of the fea beyond Tripoli to the eaft, of lake Le-
moun at the foot of the hill, which feems to be two or three miles in 
circumference, and beyond it, of that great plain, which was Ccelefyria, 
on the eaft fide of which I Jaw JBaalbeck. 

Though all the people about Libanon drink of the fhow water, yet 
they have not that fwelling in the neck which the people are fubjed to 
who drink of the fnow water of the Alps; which may be owing to a 
greater freedom of perfpiration; and poffibly this fnow may not be 
charged with lb great a quantity of nitre as it is in the northern parts. 
It is obferved on mount Libanon, that in the fpring time, when the 
mows begin to melt, the waters of the rivers rife, but the fountains con
tinue as before: After a certain time the fountains flow plentifully, and 
the waters of the rivers abate ; and then the fountains continuing to 
flow, the waters of the rivers increafe again; the reafon of which feems 
to be, that when the fnows firft melt, the water runs down on the 
furface of the frozen fnow without foaking into the ground to feed the 
fprings j and fo the greateft part of it runs into the rivers; but when 
the fnow is melted, towards the lower parts of the mountains, the water 
begins to be drunk up by the earth, and confequently increafes the foun
tains ; and when the earth is almoft full of water, and of courfe does 
not imbibe fo much of that element as before, it then runs more plen
tifully into the rivers, continuing ftill to feed the fountains. At the 
foot of the mountains of Libanon there is a narrow valley, in which the 
fmall lake Lemoun, beforementioned, is fituated to the fouth of the 
road. We travelled to the eaft for two hours between low hills co
vered with wood, and came into the plain of Baalbeck, which is about 
eight miles broad, extends a confiderable way to the fouth, and much 
farther northwards, where it opens into a plain ; to the north eaft of 
which are the deferts that extend eaft ward to Palmyra; and northwards 
to Hems, the antient Emefa. Toward the north part of this plain the 
river Ase rifes, which is the Orontes of the antients j it is a barren red 
foil, very little improved, and the crops it produces are Co poor, that it 
hardly anfvvers the expence of tilling and watering; and they cannot 
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fbw it two years together, this part having no water but what is brought 
from a ftream that rifes plentifully half a mile fouth eaft of Baalbeck, 
which runs through the city, and is loft in the fields and gardens. 

We defcended into the plain to Delehameit, a fmall village on the 
left hand, inhabited by Maronites, where there is an old church that 
has been repaired, and feems to have been built after the model of the 
temple of Baalbeck, except that it has no colonade round it. It is of 
the Corinthian order, and is doubtlefs of great antiquity. As Aphaca, 
remarkable for an infamous temple dedicated to Venus, is faid to have 
been between Heliopolis and Byblusn, one might conje&ure that it was 
here, if it was not defcribed as on the top of mount Libanon, and 
probably the lake Lemoun is that which is mentioned near it, as having 
fuch extraordinary properties in it0. The fun was very low when we 
came to this place, and we had fbme thoughts of flaying there all 
night; but the people gave us no great encouragement, and very ho-
neftly informed us, that we might run fome rifque of being plundered 
by the Amadean Arabs, if any of them fhould chance to come that 
way,- fo we proceeded on our journey, and arrived very late at Baal-^ 
beck. 

C H A P . VI. 

Of B A A L B E C K , the antient H E L I O P O L I S * 

TH E R E are many cities in Syria that retain their antient names; 
which is a proof that the Greek names, introduced under the 
Macedonian kings, were rarely received by the common people; 

of this Baalbeck, or rather Baalbeit, is an inftance, which fignifies the houfe 
or temple of Baal. This deity is fuppofed to be the fame as the Sun ,• ac
cordingly the Greeks in their language call this place Heliopolis, or the city 
of the Sunp. It ftands on the eaft fide of that plain which is between Liba
non to the weft, and what is commonly fuppofed to be part of Antilibanon 
to the eaft, and confequently was in that part of Syria, which was called 
Coelefyria proper. The river Ase or Orontes, rifes in this plain about eight 
hours north of Baalbeck, near a village called Ras. The mountains to 
the eaft are very near the town ; to the fbuth eaft fide of which there 
is a hill that ftretches fouthwards, part of it being taken within the city 
walls, which are low, and about four miles in circumference; they are 
built with fquare towers, and though probably on the fame fite as the an
tient walls, yet the greateft part of them appear to be the work of the 
middle ages, from the great number of broken entablatures, pillars, de-

3 Zofimus, i. 58. one was copied from the other; they make 
0 Eufebius De vita Conftantini, iii. 55. Abila thirty-eight miles from Damafcus, which 
f The Itinerary of Antonine, and the ta- ought to be corrected to eighteen; though I 

bles agree fo exactly in a very great error, as did not compute it to be above twelve. From 
to the diftances between Baalbeck and Damaf- this place to Heliopolis, it is twenty-two ac-
cus, that this as well as other inftances, are cording to thofe accounts, and the real diftance 
a great circumftance to make one conjecture that may be about twenty. 
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faced reliefs, and imperfect infcriptions, both Greek and Latin, that 
are placed in them *. It is very extraordinary that antient authors fhould 
be fo filent in relation to Heliopolis, which muft have been very famous 
for the worfhip of Baal, and where there are at prefent fuch remains, as 
may be faid to exceed every thing of antiquity in that kind. It is pro
bable there was fome very confiderable building on the part of the hill, 
enclofed within the city to the fouth eaft ; for there I faw in the walls a 
great number of broken entablatures, reliefs, pedeftals, and feveral fmall 
fluted Corinthian pillars in a fine tafte, and imperfect Greek infcriptions, 
which feemed to be of great antiquity; and within the walls there is a 
large ftone adorned with carvings of a moft exquifite workmanfhip, which 
feems to have ferved for the covering of the colonade round the building, 
being like that of the temple below. On the higheft part of the hill within 
the walls there is a very fine Tufcan pillar at T, in the feventeenth plate, 
which probably had fome relation to this building. It is raifed on a fquare 
foundation, five feet feven inches high, confifting of three fteps up ; the 
twouppermoft, which are not high, might be defigned to be wrought into a 
bafe and plinth: The fhaft and capital are compofed of eighteen ftones, each 
about three feet thick; near ten feet below the capital it is encompaf-
fed with an ornament of five feftoons, very finely wrought; and on the 
top of the capital, there are two tiers of ftone, which make a fmall ba-
fin, about three feet deep. From this bafin there is a hole through the 
capital, and a femicircular channel nine inches wide and fix deep, cut 
down the fouth fide of the column and fteps: It is fuppofed, that this 
was a paffage for water; the tradition is, that the water was conveyed 
from this pillar to the top of the famous temple, on which the people 
are fo weak as to imagine there was a garden ; but it is moft probable, 
that the rain waters were conveyed from the building, which 1 fuppofe 
to have been here, into this fmall bafin, and run down the channel, 
which was probably covered fb as to make it a tube, and might be con
veyed to fome part of the city, poflibly to the temple, where it might 
be neceflary to raife the water to a certain height; or it might relate to 
fome machinery of the antient fuperftition. 

In the plain, about two leagues to the weft of the city, and a league 
from mount Libanon, there is another pillar reprefented at I. in the 
fame plate. The pillar is called Hamoudiade: The capital is of the 
Corinthian order, and is much injured by the weather,- it ftands on a 
foundation fix feet three inches high, which is built fo as to make five 
fteps. The fhaft of the pillar confifts of fourteen ftones, each of them 
about three feet thick : On the north fide, about twenty feet from the 
ground, there is a compartment cut on the pillar, which feems to have 
been intended for an infcription, but there is no fign of any letters: 
They have a tradition that it is hollow within, and that, being filled 
with water from fome fprings on the neighbouring hills, the waters 
were conveyed from the pillar to a hill, which is at the diftance of a 

i I faw one infcription in the antient Syriac pillar, at the grand entrance of the imperfect 
language, and in the arched way leading to the temple, is this infcription, D I I S H E L VI, 
famous temple, thefe words in large capitals, by which it feems to be Signified, that fome-
M O S C H I D I V I S I , which probably were on thing was dedicated to the gods of Heliopolis. 
a triumphal arch. On a pedeftal of a ftatue or 

league, 
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league, on which there was a monaftery ,• but it is more probable, that 
this pillar was eredted either in memory of fome great action, or in ho
nour of a heathen deity. 

On the outfide of the city walls, to the fouth eaft of the famous tem
ple, there are fragments of pillars of red granite, and fome figns of the 
foundations of a building, which might be a temple. There is alio a 
Mahometan fepulchre of an odtagon figure to the fouth eaft of the town 
in the way to Damafcus; the dome of which is fupported by granite 
pillars of the fame kind, Which probably were brought from that place ; 
they are about twelve feet long, and five feet in circumference, fo that 
probably each pillar was fawn into two parts; they are of the moft beau
tiful granite, in large fpots, and finely polifhed. The river of Baalbeck 
rifes half a mile fouth eaft of the city, and runs thro' i t ; the fprings 
feem to have rifen in three very plentiful ftreams, under three femicir-
cular walls that might be contiguous, two of which remain ; that to the 
fouth is the larger, and has a Greek infcription on it. I was informed, 
that half a days journey fouth of Baalbeck, there is a place called Ela-
rach; and there is a tradition, if I miftake not, among the Jews, that 
Noah was buried there. 

In the city about half a quarter of a mile eaft fouth eaft of the fa
mous temple, there is a beautiful fmall temple almoft entire, of a veiy 
lingular architecture, which is now ufed by the Chriftians for a church; 
i t is a femicircle r, the dimenfions of which may be feen in the plan 
and fection of it, and the view of the front in the tenth plate, and in 
another view of the back part of it in the eleventh plate. Thefteps 
and the bafement, which are reprefented entire, are only fuppofed ; the 
ground being rifen up to the cornifti of the latter, and fo it is likewife 
near the top of the bafes under the pediments within; the pillars 
alfo that fupport the pediments are not now (landing. The room feems 
to have had no light but from the door ; on each fide of which there 
are two round pilafters, as reprefented in the plan. 

The famous temple of Baalbeck, which has been (o often mentioned 
by travellers, is a moft exquifite piece of workmanfhip, on which the 
utmoft art has been beftowed; a plan of it may be feen in the twelfth 
plate; it is built of a fine white ftone, that approaches very near to the 
nature of marble, but grows yellow when expofed to the air. A view 
of the front, and part of the fide of the temple, may be feen in the 
thirteenth plate. The pillars of the portico in front are fluted s, except 
the outer row on each fide. The particular members that go all round 
are fhown at large under A. The pillars are all of one ftone : The co-

r Monfieur de la Roque, in his account of 
his journey to mount Libanon and Syria, af
firms, that this temple is an o£tagon within; 
but, as he fays, that the temple was round on 
the outfide, he may be miftaken in the one as 
well as the odier. 

s The break in this fide is only made to 
ftiow the architecture; and it was not obferved 
•whether the pilafters oppofite to the front pillars 
were fluted or not; the flight of fteps alfo in 
front, and the work on each fide of them, is 
only fuppofed, all being deftroyed •, but De la 

Roque defcribes fuch an alcent; he alio men
tions four pillars between the walls of the por
tico, as marked in this plan ; but he obferves 
only one row without them, tho' I faw there 
had been two; the reliefs towards the bottom 
of the wall, which, he fays, were all round the 
infide of the portico, as reprefented in the 
drawing publifhed with Maundrel's account, 
are now covered by the riling of the ground : 
De la Roque is miftaken, in faying the pil
lars are fluted all round the temple. 

vering 
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ON SYRIA. 
vcring of the portico round confifts of fingle ftones laid acrofs, and ad
orned with reliefs in feveral compartments, as reprefented on the 
ftone B. 

The feveral members of the columns and pedeftals of the pilafters, both 
within and without, are carried all round the building, and the whole temple 
is built as on one fblid bafement. The ground is rifen near to the top of this 
bafement, both within and without, except on thefbuth fide without, where 
the bafement is feen in all its proportions. The archite&ure of the fides 
within, and of the further end, is reprefented in the fourteenth plate ; it is 
of two kinds, that of the main body of the temple being in one ftyle, 
as reprefented at C ; but the fmall pillars that fupport the pediments 
at E are only fuppofed, thole places feem to have been defigned for 
ftatues : The archite&ure of the fides towards the further end is fhewn 
under D j this part feems to have been feparated from the reft'. There 
is an entrance to the arched vaults below at F on each fide, the top of 
which is fomething higher than the bafement of the temple. It is 
probable, the principal ftatue of the temple was placed in the middle 
of that end. I went down into the vaults under this part by the light 
of wax candles $ they confift of two rooms ; going into the inner vault 
I was ftartled to fee a dead body lie in its clothes; the murther was 
committed about fix months before by a Greek for the fake of his 
money, and the body was never removed. The infide architecture at 
the entrance of the temple, and alfo part of the fide, may be feen 
reprefented together in the fifteenth plate. The entablatures of 
the temple, both within and without, are exceedingly r ich: In the 
quarter round of the cornifh without, there are fpouts carved with a 
lip and flowers that do not project ; and the frieze is adorned with fe-
ftoons, fupported by heads of fome animal, both which are reprefented 
in the thirteenth plate. Nothing can be imagined more exquifite than 
the door cafe to the temple, reprefented in the fixteenth plate: Almoft 
every member of it is adorned with the fineft carvings of flowers and 
fruits, the frieze, particularly, with ears of corn, moft beautifully exe
cuted. The top of the door cafe confifts of three ftones ,• the middle 
ftone is finely adorned with reliefs, as in the drawing: Poflibly the 
eagle which is carved on the door cafe might reprefent the fun, to whom 
this temple was dedicated: The winged perfons on each fide of it may, 
fignify the zephyrs, or air, which operates with i t : And by the feveral 
other particulars may be figured, that the fun produces fruitful feafbns 
and plenty : The caduceus, which the eagle has in its claws, may be an 
emblem of commerce and riches, which are the confequence of this 
bounty of nature. 

This fine temple is defervedly admired as one of the moft beautiful 
pieces of antiquity that remains ; and yet it is a melancholy thing to fee 
how the barbarous people of thefe countries continually deftroy fuch 

* De la Roque fays, there was an afcent to partition, as Maundrel defcribes them. Both 
this part by thirteen fteps; he mentions the he, and De la Roque, mention the two rows 
fquare pillar on each fide of this entrance; and of pillars within ; and the latter iays, that the 
when he fays, that four pillars fupport the arch temple was covered with three arches; and I 
of this end, it feems as if thefe muft be two faw part of the wall remaining on which pro
of them. As he mentions fine bafs reliefs in bably the pillars flood, 
this part, it is probable that they were on the 
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magnificent buildings, in order to make ufe of the ftone; they privately 
chip the pillars in order to undermine them, and when they fall, the 
ftones are fo large that they can carry away but very few of them. The 
pillars of the portico before the temple are ruined, except four at the 
fouth eaft corner; and four of the pillars on the fouth fide are fallen. 
There is a wall likewife built acrols the portico before the temple, info-
much that a great part of the beauty of it is deftroyed ; and yet the ad
miration of every one muft be greatly raifed, who has the leaft tafte of 
architecture, and confiders all the particular parts of it. It appears, that 
the temple was converted into a church by the Chriftians. 

There is another piece of antiquity in Baalbeck near the famous tem
ple, which has been taken very little notice of by travellers; it feems to be 
part of a grand temple which never was finifhed,- the entrance is very 
magnificent, confifting of two grand courts, encompafled with buildings. 
This temple, which feems to have been defigned in a veTy fine tafte, is 
fixty-eight paces north of the other, and extends farther to the weft, very 
near to the city walls; a plan of the whole may be feen in the feven-
teenth plate : Several ftones of thefe buildings are left rough, and others 
only marked out to be hewn into bales, or other forms j which is a 
plain proof that this tefnple was never finifhed. As the other temple was 
dedicated to the fun, fo it is probable this was erected in honour of all 
the gods of Heliopolis, from the infcription before mentioned, which I 
fkw on one of the bafements of the colonade at the front of the en
trance \ This temple ftands on higher ground than the other, the bot
tom of its baiemerit being near as high as the top of the other; the wall of 
thebafement is left rough, and feems defigned either to have been adorned 
with all the members of a pedeftal, or to have been joyned by fome 
other building : It is twenty-feven feet above the ground on the fide 
next to the old temple; there now remain but nine pillars, each confiding 
only of one ftone; they fupport an entablature, which is very grand, 
but exactly of the feme architecture as that of the other temple, except 
that in the quarter round of the cornifti lyon's heads are cut, as fpouts 
for the water: I meafured the top of a Safe of one of the pillars, on 
which there was no column, and found it feven feet ten inches dia
meter; they are eight feet and an inch apart, fo that the intercolumna-
tion is but little more than one diameter, of which, I believe, there are 
few inftances; what is called the Pycnoftyle, which is a diameter and a 
half, being the leaft that is mentioned by the antients. To the weft of 
the nine pillars is the bafe of a tenth; and in a line from it, I law the 
bafes of pillars acrofs, which mewed the end of the colonade; and by 
the meafiires, I imagine it confifted of ten pillars in breadth -y fome of 
die broken ones are ftill remaining on their bafes. T o the eaft of the 
nine pillars, 1 found that there were fix more in the lame row, fo that 
there were in all fixteen in length; and I had reafon to conclude, that 
there were no more ,• fo that this temple was pretty near in the lame 
proportion as the other, which has eight pillars in breadth, and fourteen 
in length -, a plan of it, as I fuppofe it was defigned, may be feen at 
A. in the feventeenth plate. 

* See note q. 
i The 
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The fouth fide of the two courts which lead to the temple, were 

either never finifhed, or have been much ruined, but the other fide re
mains fo entire, efpecially that of the inner court B, that it was not 
very difficult to make a plan of them. The Ipaces on each fide E E, 
were doubtlels defigned for fome apartments, of which there are remains 
to the north: A plan of the grand entrance to the courts may be feen at 
D in the fame plate, and a view of it in the eighteenth plate. There 
are pedeftals in the front, which feem to have been defigned for ftatues, 
being too fiiiall for pillars: If there had been a colonade, this building 
would have very much refembled the defign of Bernini,. executed at the 
Louvre in Paris. There is a fquare pavilion d d at each end, and the 
rooms within are adorned with the fame architecture as the walls in 
the front. This magnificent entrance is at leaft twenty feet above the 
ground to the eaft, and without doubt a grand flight o£ flairs was de-? 
figned to it, the foundation wall being left rough between the two pavi
lions ,• and in De la Roque's time there feem to have been fteps to this 
terrace. This grand entrance leads to a court, which feems to have been 
an o&agon of unequal fides, as may be feen at C, in the plan; of which 
there is very little remaining. Beyond this is a large court of an oblong 
fquare figure at B ; in both thefe courts the buildings remain as r-epre* 
fented in the plan; and a plan and view of one of the femicirenlar apart-^ 
ments, may be feen in the nineteenth plate; that of the obldng. fquare 
apartments is reprefented in the twentieth plate V On each fide of the 
middle of the court B, there are remains of two low walls C C, adorned 
with the members of a pedeftal; they have doors through them, as re* 
prefented in the plan; and it is probable there was a magnificent colcn 
nade on them leading to the grand temple, and this colonade feems to have 
been ftanding in De la Roque's time, who fays, there iwas a double row 
of pillars which formed porticos or galleries fixty fathom long, and eight 
broad. Under thefe buildings, on each fide of the two courts, is a 
long arcade at a a ; there is alfb a crofs one at e, under the buildings bj 
which divides thofe courts; the arcade to the fbuth feems to have been 
a private entrance to both the temples ; it leads to the area near the 
north eaft. corner of the old temple; the other is a way to go round the 
walls of the city, which there fet in to the fouth. In thefe arcades I 
faw two bufts in mezzo releivo; one was very fingular, being the face of 
a young perfon with bull's horns coming out of his fhoulders, and a par* 
ticular relief at the bottom, fomething like a coronet reverfed. All thefe 
buildings in later times were turned into a caftle; and an addition was 
made of a very ftrong building near the fouth eaft corner of the old 
temple, and another to the fbuth weft on the town wall, which they 
have almoft ddfeyed for the fake of the ftones. It is faid this fortrefs 
was demoliihea by Feckerdine, and mounds of unburnt brick frill re* 
main in forne parts, which were put up in the breaches, and againft the 
walls, as if they were defigned to refift the force of cannon. 

x The pediments, both in the fquare and were fattened, but in thefe views they are only 
femicircular apartments, and alfo in the front luppofcd : The ground is rifen fo high, that 
gallery, appear plainly to have been fupported the pedeftals they refted on below are feen only 
by pilafters, or rather fmall round pillars, the in one place, where the ground feems to have 
holes for the irons remaining with which they been dug away. 

About 



O B S E R V A T I O N S 
About twenty feet to the north and weft of the unflnifhed temple is 

the town wall, which is only of the height of the ground within, tho* 
between twenty and thirty feet above the foflee without. The walls are 
built of very large hewn ftones, which are laid in fiich a manner as if 
they were defigned to form the members of a bafement ; it is probable 
they propofed to have built fuch another wall to the fouth of the tem
ple, and to have adorned the whole with a magnificent colonade or 
coloflai ftatues of the gods of Heliopolis. But what is very furprizing, 
in the wall to the weft of the temple there are three ftones near twenty 
feet above the ground, each of which are about fixty feet long, the 
largeft of them is about fixty two feet nine inches in length. On the 
north fide there are likewife ieveh very large ftones, but not of fo great a 
fize: What I wanted in the meafures of thefe ftones as to their thicknefs and 
breadth, which is faid to be about twelve feet, I prefume I found pretty 
near in the quarry half a mile from the town, out of which thefe ftones 
were doubtlefs taken. I law there a ftone hewn out, but the bottom 
of it was not feparated from the rock, which meafured fixty eight feet in 
length, is feventeen feet eight inches wide, and thirteen feet ten inches 
thick. Thefe ftones were probably conveyed to the walls on rollers 
through the city ; the ground on the infide being levelled for that pur-
pofe; for though the wall is near thirty feet above the ground on the 
out fide, it is notwithftanding on a level with the top of the wall with
in. The quarry in which this ftone lies is very large, and the place is 
called St. Elias; there are feveral little grots round i t ; they fhew one, 
where, they fay, that prophet really was ; though it is moft probable, 
that thefe grots were inhabited by the Greek monks, or hermits of St. 
Elias, now called the Carmelites by the Latin church; and on this ac
count the place might have its name: This quarry confifts of a fine 
white ftone, but fbmewhat brittle. There is a quarry of finer ftone at a 
fmall hill a mile to the weft of the city, which appears to have been 
much worked, and it is probable, that they took their pillars and ftones 
for the fineft work from that place. In the eleventh plate is a view o£ 
the wall. 

As I came to Balbeck after it was dark, I lodged the firft night in 
the Kane. The next morning I carried a letter from the conful of Tri
poli to the Chriftian fecretary of the pafha ; this being a fmall pafhalic : 
He was at that time with the pafha, who defired to fee m e ; on which 
I informed the fecretary that I had a letter for the pafha, though for 
certain reafons I had determined not to deliver it, unlefs I fhould find 
it neceflary to be introduced to him. When I came, he was fitting with 
the mufti, as they call him, or rather the mulla, who is head of the 
cadi's in a pafhalic; the cadi alfb and fome others were with him. I 
delivered him my letter, which he read with a pleafant countenance, be
ing a very good man, and particularly civil to the Franks, having lately 
been a pafha in Bofnia ; he appeared very fond of his fbn, who was about 
five years old, and told me that when he returned from Bofnia by Ragufa, 
a gentleman there caufed both his and his fon's pictures to be drawn. 
When I alked his leave to fee the antiquities, he told me I might go 
where I pleafed, and called for a janizary to attend me. Sweetmeats 
and coffee were brought: Both at my coming and going he faluted me 
with Hofgelde, as much as to fay I was welcome. I took up my abode 

at 
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at the Secretary's ; and in the afternoon went to fee the famous temple. In 
the evening I was elegantly entertained by the fee retary in an open mocot 
in his court, a fountain of water playing into a bafin in the middle of the court. 
We had for fupper a roafted foul fluffed, pilaw, flewed meat with the 
foup, a dulma of cucumbers fluffed with forced rrieat, and a defert of 
apricots, apples, and mulberries, both red and white, for here they have 
not the black kind. On the iixteenth, I viewed the two other temples, 
and went round part of the walls. On the feventeenth, I went in the 
road to Tripoli, about a league to a village called Nead, where there are 
fbme ruins, particularly of a building about forty feet long: Near a league 
further we came to the pillar Hamoudiade, already mentioned. We re
turned towards Baal beck, came to the quarry of fine ftone, which is a mile 
to the weft of it, thentotheTurkiflifepulchres, which are to the fouth of the 
town, and to the quarry of Elias; and went all round the city walls, and to the 
rife of the river, which is divided into twoor three ftreams. When I returned, 
the fecretary told me, that the pallia wondered that he had not feen me 
again, and ordered him to bring me to his houfe; and whilft I was at 
fupper, a meffenger came from him to conduct me to him. When I 
came to the pafha, he was fitting alone on an open railed fbpha in the 
court, near a bafin of water: He defired me to come up to him, and 
put me on his right hand; and fignified to me, that I fliould not put 
myfelf in the kneeling poflure, as is ufual, when inferiors are before 
fuperiors; but that I mould fit as I found mofl convenient. He afked 
me, why I did not come oftener ; and fhewed me a young Tiger that hail 
been caught in the mountains, and was brought to him that day; lie 
talked to me about the war with the Germans, and afked feveral times wh6 
was the greater! prince in Europe. He had lent all the company away 
except his own interpreter, and as I could not well underftand him, he 
called for mine, and talked on fome fubjedls that I thought had relation 
to his own intereft. He afked me what I had feen, and why we did not 
faft as the Greeks do : He told me I was welcome to ftay three or four 
days, or as long as I pleafed, and treated me in every refpefr. as an equal, 
and with the utmoft politenefs, of which there are very few examples in 
thefe countries. On the eighteenth, I reviewed every thing, faw one of 
their mofques, and a great number of old pillars in and about it. On 
the nineteenth in the evening, we lay with the caravan near the foun
tains of the river, in order to fet out the next morning for Damafcus. 

C H A P . VII. 

Of the places in the road from BAALBECK to DAMASCUS* 

IT is fixteen hours or two fmall days journey with a loaded caravan 
from Baalbeck to Damafcus; the courfe altogether being about eafi 
fbuth eaft. The road is moftly between hills, there being three 

chains of mountains divided by narrow valleys, which extend in breadth 
from Baalbeck to Damafcus. The moft wefterrt mountains, I appre-
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hend, are thofe which begin to the north of Acre, and ftretch away to 
Jebel Sheik, from which this middle chain of mountains feems to extend^ 
both thefe being probably Anti-Libanon. The third arid moft eaftern 
ridge of mountains, begins to the north eaft of Jebel Sheik, as I {hall have 
cecafion to obferve : Thefe feem to be the mountains over Damafcus, 
called by the antients the mountains of Trachonitis and Arabia, to which, 
they fay, Antilibanon extended. Mount Libanon began at the cape 
fouth of Tripoli, and is that chain of mountains which is to the weft of 
the plain of Baalbeck. 

Having laid with the caravan by the river without the town of Baal
beck, wefetout on the twenty-fa rft, very early in the morning for Da
mafcus, and went two hours fouth fouth eaft on the fide of the moun
tains which are to the left; thefe mountains are called Jebel Cheke; 
thofe eaft of them, I fuppofe to be the fecond ridge of hills, and are 
called Jebel Jourgie Charkieh: We had the great plain ftill to the right, 
which here inclined a little more to the eaft, where the Caftravan moun
tains begin $ to the fouth we faw the village of Doris in the plain. We 
turned to the eaft, and went on the fide of the hills over a river called 
Neytane, I fuppofe the fame as Leytane, which, if I do not miftake, 
runs into the plain of Baalbeck; and after three hours travelling we 
turned fouth, and palled over it on a bridge. About this place two 
ftreams unite, which make this river. We pafled by the fource of the 
fouthem branch of it, which rifes at the foot of the hills from three or 
four fprings that flow very plentifully; from the name of it, I fhould 
take this to be the river Letana of the rrfap publifhed in a printed ac
count of a journey from Damafcus to Aleppo, and mentioned alfo by 
Maundrel in the road from Sidon to Damafcus, which is made to fall 
into the Cafmy. We went an hour further to a village called Ainhour, on 
a rivulet of that name which runs to the fouth. A foldier of Damafcus, 
who was in the caravan, afked my fervant fome time before we came to 
this place, why he wore the cap which the Turks call a carpack, turned 
up with furr, matched it from his head, and took away his gun, and to 
frighten him, defire<l one of his companions to affift him to bind him 
and carry him to the pafha; and afked our conductor why he brought 
Franks into that country. We flopped at Ainhour, each company get
ting under the {hade of a tree ; a very obliging Mahometan youth came, 
and afked us why the foldier took away our arms, and enquired if we 
had any wine, and defired us to give him fome: We readily complied 
with his requeft; and he and the foldier both grew cheerful with i t ; and 
the youth brought us what the fellow had taken. Afterwards, when 1 
was afleep, they came to us, and afked if we had more wine ; the foldier 
threatned much, would have waked me, and threw fome ftones at me; 
and faid, that if it were not for the janizary, our conductor, he would carry 
us bound to the pafha, and in his drunken fit threatned to murder us ; 
the youth all the time endeavouring to foften him; and at laft he 
parted. We went on in the evening, and came in an hour to a fine 
round plain called Gebeliiha, about fix or feven miles in circumference; 
on the weft fide of it there is a pleafant village called Septany, which 
has much wood about it. We travelled near an hour on the fouth fide 
of the plain, and flopped under the village of Modoia, near a fpring 
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and rivulet; we lay all night in the open air. A little further is a vil
lage called Edaidy,- the place where we lay is computed to be eight 
hours from Damafcus, and the fame diftance from Baalbeck. 

On the twenty-fecond we fet out very early, travelled near an hour 
in the plain, and turning to the fouth eaft, afcended the middle ridge 
of hills. To the fouth of them is a river which rufhes through the trees 
and ftones, and runs to Damafcus; it is here called by the country 
people the Shamaweys, but it is the Barrady, which feems to have been 
called the Bardines, as Stephanus mentions Damafcus on that river, but 
the more antient name of it is Chryforrhoas, and it is probably the A-
bana of foripture, mentioned as a river of Damafcus *. They fay it rifes 
in the mountains towards Bayreut, and being divided into feveral ftreams, 
they are either loft or fall into a lake three^er four leagues eaft of Da
mafcus. We went along by the fide of it j and after fome time turned 
northwards ; the road here is cut through the rock in three places; firft 
for about twenty yards, the rock being near twenty feet high on each 
fide; then for about forty yards, the rock being fifty feet h igh; the third 
pafTage is near the fame length, but the rock is only about ten feet in 
height. We crofled the river on a bridge, a little below which it falls 
into a large bafin ; part of it feemed to run under ground; however, a 
little below this place, the river turns again to the eaft, and then it is 
called the Barrady. 

I was informed, that about eighteen miles from Damafcus fbmewhere 
near the road, there is a village called Zebdainehy, where, according to 
their tradition, Cain flew Abel. Four or five miles north of it, among 
the mountains, there is a place called Nebi Shiit [prophet Seth] where, 
it is faid, there is a very long tomb, which they fhew for the fepulchre 
of Seth, the fbn of Adam $ it was not fafe to go to that place. At 
fbme diftance from the road to the north is a village called Sukd, where, 
as I was afterwards informed, there is an infcription on a ftone near 
the river ; to the eaft of th£s? and north of the river is Burhaliah ,• I faw 
this place from Nebi Abel which I fhall mention hereafter: I obferved two 
pillars with their entablature at a place called Kofehadah, on the 
north fide of the river, oppofite to a hill called Kepher, and about half 
a mile north of the village of Kepher; there are ruins about them, 
particularly to the north, where I thought I faw the foundations of fome 
building, which might be an antient temple : There is alfo an old tower 
near the road, called Bourge Hamane $ it is beyond Kepher, on the hill 
to the north eaft. About two miles from the bridge, and twelve from 
Damafcus, we faw to the right a mountain, which is very high and 
fteep; there is a ruined church on the top of it, the place is called Ne
bi-Abel [Prophet Abel] ; here, they fay, Cain buried Abel, having car
ried him en his back, lamenting (as the vulgar have the ftory) and not 

. knowing what to do with the dead corps, till he faw a raven making a 
hole in the ground to bury one of his own fpecies, which gave him the 
hint to inter his brother. I went to fee this place from Damafcus, and 
found a moft beautiful church uncovered, which ftands north and 
fouth ; a plan and view of it may be feen in the twenty fecond plate 

y This may be the fame as Septany above-mentioned. 

at 
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at A : The wall is three feet thick, and is built with fingle ftones of 
that dimenfion ; the building is plain within, and the door cafe- is 
very beautiful: About five feet from the portico there are two pillars 
three feet and a half in diameter, with round Doric capitals, one is 
broke, and the other remains entire ; they feem to be of very great an
tiquity : That to the weft correfponds to the wall of the church, but 
the other is five or fix feet within it, as may be feen in the plan, which 
convinced me that either they were fome monument erected in memory 
of an extraordinary aciion, or belonged to a building of lefs dimenfions than 
this, or might have been part of a portico before a large temple, for it 
is fituated juft over the clift; and there are feven fteps from the clift 
to thefe pillars, which probably led to the portico J : I find there was 
a tradition fome years ago, that this church was built by St. Helena; 
though they fay the fame of almoft every old church that remains, but 
I could learn nothing of fuch a tradition now. I hoped for fome light 
as to the founder of it, from a Greek infcription which I faw on a 
ftone about four feet wide, and three deep, that was fixed in the infide 
of the church, but fome of it. has been broke off,- fo that the latter 
part of the lines are loft; it feems to confifts of verfes in honour of the 
builder, and to run in the firft perfon, beginning with the year,, and 
afterwards makes mention of Lyfanias, tetrarch of Abilene ; and by the 
laft line it feems to be the devotion of a lady of the name of Eufebia. 
This infcription is a confirmation that Abila was near, which doubtlefs 
was the capital of the tetrarchy of Abilene, mentioned in fcripture as un
der the government of Lyfanias z $ and probably from him this city was 
diftinguifhed by the name of Abila of Lyfanias *, on account of his be
ing a benefactor to it. Oppofite to this, in the valley on the north fide 
of the Barrady, I few two pillars, with their entablature, which feemed 
to be the remains of a portico to.fome confiderable building, there be
ing feveral large ftones about them on the ground. I am apt to think 
that Abila might be there, and probably extended on both fides of the 
river. In the tables it is placed eighteen miles from Damafcus, and thirty 
two from Eliopoli, but thefe diftances are much too great. Every one 
may judge as he thinks proper, whether this place, or country had its 
name from any memorable action of Abel, or whether the people, be
ing fond of fables, might not be defirous to derive the name from Abel, 
and invented ftories to confirm it. This is certain, that as the Damas
cenes think their fituation a fort of earthly paradife; fo they would 
make one believe, that it really was the fpot where our firft parents 
were happy; and accordingly they fay, that Adam was created in the 
field of Damafcus to the weft of the city, and formed out of the red 
foil which is found there : And to confirm this ftory, have others of 
places, near relating to Abel and Seth. 

At the village Seneiah, at the foot of this hill, there is a fhort marble 
pillar, on which are fome imperfect remains of a Greek infcription, fo 
that probably it was an antient milliary. Going on near an hour further, 
we afcended a little hill ; the river winding round it to the north, pafles 

y 2 Kings v. 12. capital, the pilafter widens fix inches, and pro-
There are fome particularities in the archi- jefts four inches in front. 

tefture of this building; that part of the cor- z Luke iii. i. 
nifh, which is over the piJafters, projecls like * Ptolemsei Geographia, v. 15. 
another capital, and about two feet below the 

by 
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by a village called Ifhdaidy ; then turning eaft, and afterwards to the 
fouth, it runs by a village called Dummar, about a league and a half 
from Damafcus. Here we croffed the Barrady on another bridge- from 
this village we went over a high hill, from which there is a glorious 
profpect of Damafcus, arid of the country about it. One fees the Barrady 
dividing into many ftreams, coming from between the hills, and running 
to the city through the fine field of Damafcus, which appeared more 
beautiful, as the pafha's army, with their beautiful green tents, was en
camped at one end of it t This is the place where, they fay, Adam was 
made. On each fide of it are gardens and villages, which extend two 
or three miles to the north, and five or fix to the fouth ; this with the 
view of Damafcus itfelfj and its towers, minarets, and cypreis trees 
growing all over the city higher than the houfes, makes a moft glorious 
appearance. 

We came to a little town called Selheiah at the foot of the hill, and 
arrived at the city, where I took up my abode at the convent of the 
monks of the Holy Sepulchre, who were all Spaniards. 

C H A P . VIII. 
Of D A M A S C U S . 

DA M A S C U S was the capital of that part of Coele Syria, whichDamaf«& 
was called Damafcene. The Hebrew* name of this city was ts name* 
Damafek, and the inhabitants now call it Demefk. The Arab 

hiftorians fay it was built by Abraham, and that he gave it the name 
of the fervant prefented him by Nimrod, who, they fay, was called 
Demfchak, and fuppofe him to be the fame as Eliezer mentioned in 
fcripture t ; it is commonly called by the Arabs Sham, which is the 
name they give to Syria, this having been the capital of that country. 
Some think that this country is fo called by the Arabs, becaufe it is the 
country to the left, and that Arabia Felix is called Jemen, as it is~ to 
the right; that being the fignification of thefe words in Arabic. 

This city is of great antiquity, being, without doubt, atleaft as old as 
the time of Abraham, in whofe hiftory it is mentioned, tho' it may be 
doubted very much whether he was the founder of i t c . Jofephus tra
ces its beginning higher up, to Uz great grandfon of Noah d ; his fa
ther Aram, the fon of Shem, having pofTefied himfelf of Syria, from 
which the country was called Aram, and fometimes Padan Aram, or 
the field and champain country of Aram. This country and city were Hiftory. 
conquered by David, after the people of it came to the ailiftance of the 
king of Zobah on the Euphrates, whom he vanquished, and put garri-

b But it could not well be true, that he was ftorians feem to interpret it that his name was 
prefented to him by Nimrod, as he was born in Demfchak -, fome think that he was a great 
Abraham's houfe. Gen. xv. 3. improver of this city. 

c The fteward of Abraham is called Eliezer . d Jofephus Antiq. i. 6. 
of Damafcus, Gen. xv. 2. But the Arab hi-
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fons in Syria of Damafcus, or Syria-DamafcusE; that is, probably in the. 
part of Syria called Damafcene. But when Solomon went after other 
gods, he was punifhed by the revolt of the people that were lubject to 
him, who ftirr-ed up Rezon againft him, who reigned in Damafcus, and 
was an enemy to Ifrael all the days of Solomonf. From that time they 
Were governed by their own kings, among whom was Hazael ?, and al
fo Rezin k, both of them mentioned in fcripture. It remained under 
them until it was taken from the latter, in the time of Ahaz, by Tig-
lath-Pilefer, King of AfTyria \ This city afterwards followed the fate 
of Syria, and became fubjecl: to the Greeks, Romans, the emperors of 
the eaft, the Saracens, and laftly to the Turkifh emperors, having been 
the refidence of the Saracen kings of the Ommiade race, who removed 
to this place from Medina in the feventh century about forty years after 
Mahomet. 

The city of Damafcus is encompafled with walls, extending about 
two miles from eaft to weft, and a mile and a half from north to fouth j 
but the fuburbs are much larger than the ci ty; that to the north is 
fmall; part of it is called the Meidan, where they have an open place 
for riding, and other exercifes $ and there are likewife feveral burial 
places and gardens in i t : But on the fouth, the fuburb extends for two 
miles, and is inhabited chiefly by Turcomen ; it is called Babel Elah 
[The gate of God] becaufe the gate at the end of it leads both to Je-
rufalem and Mecca. From the former it is computed to be fix days 
journey, that is, about a hundred and twenty miles. The Barrady, and 
two or three ftreams of water that are brought from it, run through fe
veral parts of the city. Damafcus does not anfwer within to its outward 
appearance; the ftreets being all narrow, there is a foot way on each 
fide of them, and a lower way in the middle for horfes and cattle, juft 
large enough for one beaft, which ferves alfo to carry off the water after 
rain. Moft of the houfes are built for a few feet from the foundation, 
with hewn ftone, the reft with unburnt brick; their palaces are very 
magnificent within, and are built round a court, but make no manner 
of appearance without, and it is very rare that more than a dead wall is 
feen from the ftreet. The bazars, or {hops make a better appearance, 
Which have wide ftreets between them, and many of them are open on
ly to foot people; they are covered over at top with roofs or arches, 
which are a fhelter from the fun, and keep them cool: They have wa
ter in fuch abundance at Damafcus, that all parts are fupplied with it, 
and every houfe has either a fountain, a large bafin of water, or at leaffc 
a pipe or conduit. 

The walls of Damafcus are probably built on the foundations of the 
antient walls of the city ; for I obferved in many places, towards the bottom 
of them, large ftones of rufticated work, different from the other parts \ 
which feem to have been built in the middle ages, being in the Gothic 
manner with battlements, and femicircular towers, and holes over the 
gates to annoy the enemy ; and there is a low wall without the foflee, 
defended alfo with femicircular towers. The eaft gate, called by the 

* 2 Sam. viii. 3, 4, 5, 6. 1 Chron. xviii. 

3> 4. 5» 6-i 1 Kings xi. 23, 24, 25, g 

s 1 Kings xix. 15. 2 Kings viii. 13. 
h 2 Kings xv. 37. and xvi. 5. 
* 2 Kings xvi. 9. 
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Chriftians The gate of St. Paul, may give one fome idea of the magni
ficence of the antient walls of Damafcus: The gateway is about ten feet 
wide, it is arched over, and adorned with a kind of Doric pilafters^ 
and all round the arch there is a plain architrave well executed; with
out the walls, a little more to the fouth, is a very large gateway near 
thirty feet high, executed in the fame manner ,• and it is probable, that 
beyond this, that is fouth of it, there was another gate like the firft, to 
anfwer to it, the middle one being the grand gate for carriages to pals, 
and thofe on each fide for foot people. 

The caftle, which feems to be older than the prefent walls, is towards Caftle. 
the fouth weft part of the town; it is a noble ruftic building with three 
fquare towers in front, and five on each fide, and is about three quarters 
of a mile in circumference; it feems to be the work of the middle ages^ 
either of the Greek emperors, or of the firft Mahometan conquerors of 
Syria; it appears within like a little town, and one fees nothing of the 
form of a caftle: At the entrance are fome old arms ; one of them is 
mentioned as an antient Balifta, which is a large crofs bow, fuch as they 
had in the ages before the invention of gunpowder. This caftle was pro
bably inhabited by the kalifs of the Ommiade race. 

As to what relates to facred hiftory in this city, befides what I have al
ready mentioned, it chiefly regards the conversion of faint Paul: Half a 
mile without the city, to the eaft, they fhew the place where, they fayj 
he fell from his liorfe: Near it is a mafs of cemented gravel about four 
feet high, and from ten to feveiiteen feet wide, and about feventy feet 
long ; it feems to have been defigned to faife the ground for fome build
ing. It is difficult to fky, whether this is really' the place of the conver
sion of faint Paul, for it is riot in the prefent road to Jerufalem, which 
is to the fouth, though, they fay, the road was formerly here, which it 
poflibly might be, and further on turned to the fouth $ there was, without 
doubt, a church here dedicated to faint Paul, and the Chriftians are bu
ried about this fpot. Between this place and the city, is the tomb of a perfbri 
whom they call faint George, who, they fay, was porter of the gate 
near, which is now fhut up ; where fbme pretend to fhew a hole by 
which the apoftle was let down in a basket, though the gate appears to 
have been built long firice; they fay, that this faint George was put to 
death for favouring the efcape of faint Paul: About his fepulchre the 
Chriftians formerly buried, and now they reft the corps at it, to perform 
an office. At the eaft gate, as it is called by the Turks, or the gate of 
feint Paul beforementioned, fome fay, the apoftle entered, and there is 
a road from the place of his converfion leading towards it. Not far from 
this gate, in the ftreet of Ananias, is the houfe of that devout man ; it is 
now like a cellar under ground, and is converted into a mofque: They1 

fhew the houfe of Judas in the ftreet called Strait, where faint Paul was 
lodged when Ananias was fent to him, in which there is a little room, 
which now ferves as a mofque, and a tomb, which, they fay, is the fe
pulchre of Ananias. There are feveral pieces of marble pillars in and 
about the houfe, which was the remains of a church formerly there* 
sot far from this place is a fountain where, they fay, faint Paul was 
baptized. 

J Thes3 
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Mofques. There are a great number of mofques in Damafcus, fome of whiek 

Were formerly churches, particularly the principal mofque, which Was 
the cathedral church : This building, with its avenues and edifices be
longing to it, is one of the fineft things that the zeal of the firft Chri-
ftians-produced, for by the architecture it appears to have been built 
before that art was loft, being all of the Corinthian order, and 
very well executed. A plan of the cathedral, and of the fuppofed 
buildings about it, may be feen in the twenty-firft plate k. The ftruc-
ture of the cathedral itfelf at A, was very particular; it is an oblong 
fquare,- there are three rows of columns in i t ; in the middle there was 
a dome at A, under which, probably, was the high altar : To the weft of 
of the church is a large court with a portico of granite pillars on. three 
fides; the front of the church next to the court conflfted of arches, fup-
ported by pillars of verd antique; between them there are large folding 
doors to be opened at pleafure; fb that when the doors were open, the 
people in the court and portico round it could lee the prieft celebrate 
divine fervice. Over thefe arches there are a double number of arched, 
windows ; there was likewife a portico on the outfide of the court and 
church, of which there are now but fmall remains; there is a gallery over 
the portico, with a double number of arches, fupported by fmall pillars. 
There were three grand entrances into the court, and as many to the 
church. All the walls of the church, and of the porticos within the. 
court, were adorned on;the outfide, over the arches, with Mofaic work, of 
which there are great remains. On the north fide there is a grand afcent 
to the court a f O , by many fteps, and remains of a beautiful colonade 
before the "entrance, and of another of the fame kind on the fouth, which 
is more entire. Below the fteps to the north there is a very fine jetdeau 
at P, which throws up a great body of water. D is an o&agon baptiftery 
built on eight pillars. C another octagon building on pillars. E pillars 
on which lights are fixed. It feems very probable that there were buildings 
all round, which belonged to the officers of the church, and they might 
be divided from one another by the feveral avenues to the church; on each 
fide of which it is probable there were twelve columns, which might 
form a portico on each fide, and fupport galleries like thofe round the 
court, for in one avenue the pillars are (landing; and it is not unlikely 
that every particular building was encompafled with fuch a portico, for 
it appears there were very large pillars about three feet diameter on the 
outfi.de all round ; thofe of the porticos being about two feet diameter; 
the great pillars are of a coarfe marble, except fome very large ones at the 
entrances, which are of granite: One part of thefe buildings is called 
the patriarch's palace I ; another his.feminary K; and as it is probable that 
there were five piles of building, one might be for the canons L, an
other for the priefts M, and a fifth for the deacons and other inferior offi
cers N ; the whole was probably enclofed with a wall, within which 
there might be a portico correfponding to the portico of large pillars 
round the buildings; for I faw in the town, at proper diftances, remains 

k Though it may be thought that there is what is ftanding is diftinguifhed from the reft, 
too much conjecture in this plan, yet as it is and as there was no other drawing elfe to fill 
the only plate in which fo much liberty has been up the plate, 
taken, it is hoped that it will be excufed, as £ 
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of fome very beautiful door-cafes in the fineft tafte,- and alfo feveral 
pillars, which gave me the hint for making this plan. The Turks call 
this the mofque of St. John Baptift, but the Chriftians fay^ that it was 
.dedicated to John Damafcenus, whofe body is in it^ and they tell fome 
miracle that happened, when they attempted to remove it. They have 
a tradition, however, that this church was built by the emperor Hera-
clius, and that it was at firft dedicated to Zacharias, which is not im
probable ; for we find that the Chriftians of the firft ages, especially the 
Greeks, diftinguifhed their churches by the names of the prophets and 
holy men that were before Chrift, which is the reaibn why fo many churches . 
in Venice have thofe names; and it may be, the firft hermits calling 
their churches after the name of Elias, who lived a fblitary life, might 
be the occafion of their being called the hermits of St. Elias ; fo that al
though this church might be at firft dedicated to Zacharias, yet it might 
afterwards receive the name of St. John Damafcenus, either by a for-* 
mal confecration, or becaufe the body of that feint was depofited in it, 
as the convent of mount Sinai is called St. Catherine out of the regard 
which the Greeks have for the reliques of that faint which are depofited 
there. It is faid, this church was, by agreement, continued in.the hands 
of the Chriftians; but that, at length, the Mahometans took it from 
them, which may account for the tradition they have of the patriarch's 
palace, whofe fee was removed to this place on the deftru&ion of An-
tioch; though all thefe great ftru&ures were doubtlefs raifed under the 
bifhops of Damafcus, when chriftianity was the eftablifhed religion here. 
The Arab hiftorians l obferve, that this mofque was much improved by 
the Kalif Valid about the eighty fixth year of the Hegira, which has 
made fome of them affirm, that he built it. Near this mofque there is 
another, which is a very folid building of hewn ftone, and tho' not 
large, yet the defign of it is grand ,• there is a fine fepulchre in it of 
Daher, who, they fay, was king of Syria, before it was taken by Sultan 
Seliman. And one reafon why there are fb many grand mofques in 
Damafcus is, that theKalifs built feveral of them as maufbleumsover the 
places in which they were to be buried. Moft of the mofques have a court 
before them, with a portico round it, where the people pray in the 
fummer, and, when it is not the hour of prayer, fit and difcourfe, or 
fleep. One mofque particularly is moft beautifully adorned with all 
forts of fine marbles, in the manner of Mofaic pavements j and another 
has a very high minaret or tower, the out fide of which is entirely cafed 
with green tiles. At the north eaft corner of the city walls there is a 
mofque, which, they fay, was the church of St. Simon Stylites, and 
I find this church is faid to have been a temple to Serapis, and 
further out of the town that way there are fome figns of the foundations 
of a building near a ftream of water, which, they fay, was a church. 

There are feveral hofpitals in and about the city; but the TurkifhHofp^' 
charity is not a fettled maintenance for the poor and fick, except for 
fuch people as have not their fenfes, for whom they have a particular 
regard ; but their charity confifts in giving victuals to the poor once or 
twice a week; and fometimes in diftributing medicines to the fick on 

1 See Herbelot*s Oriental Dictionary under the words SCHAM and VALID. 
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^certain days: They have indeed an hofpital for the maintenance of le
pers at a mofque, where, as fome fay, the houfe of Naaman the Syrian 
:ftood, or as others, the houfe which he built for Gehazi and his pofte-
rity ; it is to the eaft of the city walls j in one part of it there is an* 
Arabic infcription, which is a fort of prayer, it being in an open place) 
built to pray i n ; it was interpreted to me in this manner, (l O God* 
<c for the fake of the leprous prophet, a friend of our prophet, and for 
<c the fake of all the other prophets, give unto us health and peace." 
T h e Chriftians alfo have an hofpital for lepers, maintained by conftant 
charities; arid it is certain, that in ibme villages not far from Damafcus, 
there are feveral lepers. T h e fineft hofpital is to the weft of the city, a t 
the eaft end of the field of Damafcus; it was founded by fultan Seliman, 
or Selim the fecond; the rooms are built round a court with a portico 
before them* which is covered with cupolas, as well as all the reft of the 
building, there being in all no Jefs than forty cupolas covered with lead: 
A t the fouth fide of the court there is a fine mofque covered with a large 
d o m e ; i t has a magnificent portico before it, and two fine minarets * 
Near it there is afmaller hofpital in the fame ftyle of architecture, and both 
of them ferve for no other end at prefent, but to give out food on cer
tain days to the poor. 

£°?ee" T h e coffee-houfes in Damafcus are remarkably pleafant; many of 
them are large rooms, and the cieling of them are fupported with rows of 
pillars, round which they have their fopha's; there is generally a court 
behind them with a bafin of water, and a fountain in the middle, and the 
feats round the courts are either fhaded with trees, or covered over; one 
in particular on the Barrady which runs through the city, has an ifland 
behind it, planted wi th trees, and the place is accommodated in a very 
convenient manner, which renders it one of the moft delightful places 
one can imagine in the midft of a great c i ty ; in thefe coffee houfes they 
have concerts of mufick at certain hours every d a y ; and in fome, a perfon 
paid by the houfe tells at a fix'd hour Arabian ftories in a very graceful 
manner, and with much eloquence. Thefe coffee-houfes anfwer the end 
of publick houfes with thofe, who openly drink nothing but water, 
coffee, and fherbets; where all idle people, ftrangers, and others, who 
are not of the firft rank, pafs their leifure hours, fend to the fhops for 
their provifions, and take their repafts; the people from without carrying 
about their different forts of fherbets, for which the place is famous. 

Waters. T h e waters of Damafcus are the great conveniency and ornament of 
the city, and of the places about it, and the divifion of them is very cu
rious. Thefe waters have two fources, the Barrady before mentioned, 
and a river called the Fege, which falls into the Barrady about eight miles 
above Damafcus, and four miles below the place of Abel. T h e river 
Fege comes out in a large ftream of excellent water from the foot of a 
mountain, and running about a quarter of a mile, falls into the Barrady, 
the waters of which are whitifh, and not efteemed wholefbm; and there
fore the people of Damafcus do not drink the river water, but that of the 
fprings, which is very good, and in great abundance. After the two 
ftreams are united, the river is called the Barrady, till it comes within two 
leagues of Damafcus, and then it is divided by art into fix ftreams with
in the fpace of a league; and a feventh is derived from it towards the eaft 

end 
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end of the field of Damafcus; two of the ftreams are north of the Barrady, 
and do not enter the city; the higheft canal is cut from the river, in order 
to water the high grounds and gardens of a moft pleafant village called 
Salheiah; to the north weft of Damafcus, the channel is made along 
the fide of the hill, which is weft of the city. This ftream runs on a hang
ing terrace, which in fome parts is at leaft fixty feet above the Barrady, 
and, if I do not miftake, this water is called the Jefid: There is a ftream 
under it called Toura, in a channel of the fame kind, which is about half 
as high, and waters fbme high grounds to the north of the city From 
thefe two ftreams a great number of fmall channels are diftributed to the 
lower grounds; and the water of the Jefid, which is not carried ofF by 
thefe fmall channels, falls into the Toura. The Barrady runs in a 
large ftream through the town, and fo do the three laft ftreams that 
come out of it on the fouth fide, namely, the Baneas, Kenowat, and De-
rany: asfother, which is more elevated, and is called the Mezouy, runs 
fouth of the town, and waters a village called Mezy, and fbme other parts 5 
thefe are fmall ftreams; but the two rivers which run north of the town 
are large; and where they pafs on the fide of the hills, the water is coil* 
fined and the ground kept up on the fouth fide by thick walls, each tier 
of ftone letting in two or three inches. The Acrabane or Serpentine rivei^ 
which goes out of the Barrady in the field of Damafcus, runs clofe to 
the north walls of the city, the Toura being further to the north. Some 
of thefe rivers run under ground in feveral places, as particularly the 
Baneas, before it arrives at the great hofpital of Sultan Seliman ; the Je
fid pafies the corner of the mountain, and runs under the rocks in 
feveral parts: And at the corner of that mountain, the Toura likewife 
goes under the rock, and there being a hole over it, one can look down 
and lee the ftream entering in at one part of the rock, and going out 
through the other part, and a, little further it goes again under the 
rock, and fb runs along the foot of the hill towards Salheia. This 
beautiful divifion of the waters into eight ftreams, which run fo 
near to one another, may be looked on as a very extraordinary thing, 
and the place is fo pleafant, where they begin to widen at the field of 
Damafcus, that it is very much frequented as a place of recreation, 
where neither verdure nor trees are wanting to make it a moft agree
able fcene. 

Damafcus is famous likewife for its gardens; and whatever is beauti-Gardens, 
ful in them is chiefly owing to the great command there is of water; 
they afford a very fine profpect from a height at a fmall diftance, on 
account of the great variety of trees that are in them ; and it is certain 
they are the moft beautiful of any in thefe parts. The eaftern gardens 
indeed are only orchards, or woods of fruit trees, not regularly difpofed, 
and only laid out in narrow walks; there are feveral fmall ftreams 
brought through them, and lome are beautified with bafbns of water in 
open pavilions, o r with fountains and little water works, in which, and 
their pleafant fummer houfes, their chief beauty confifts. In thefe gar
dens the people often fpend the whole day, and there are always fbme 
to be let for that purpofe, in which the guefts are at liberty to eat what 
fruit they pleafe ; and thofe who have houfes in their gardens frequently 
retire to them for two or three days in the fummer: The ground is na
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turally a poof red foil, in which nothing thrives £o well as trees j their 
gardens are enclofed with walls of unburnt brick, made of a mixture of 
earth, fmall ftones, and chopped ftraw ; the bricks are about eight inches 
thick 5 but of fuch a flze, that, at a diftance, they appear like hewn 
ftone; they are of different meafures, but feldom lefs than three feet 
fquare; and being fet an end on a ftcne foundation, three or four tier 
of them make a high wall, which would be foon waihed away in a 
country where there is much rain. 

Govern- /p j^ ^Q^ 0 f D a m afCus refides in this city, which, together with the 
country about it, pretends to have had the fame privileges that iEgypt 
enjoys at prefent; fo that it is a difficult government: The pafha has a 
troop of Bofniacs, which he changes often, that they may not contract 
friendfliips ; he has alfb a body of men, who are natives of the coafts of 
Barbary, in order to defend him againft the populace in cafe of infurrec-
tions; for there have been inftances of their driving the pafha out of the 
city : And on his return from Mecca they have refufed to admit him with 
thefe foldiers- for the pafha of Damafcus condu&s the caravan to Mecca 
that goes yearly from Damafcus. Tumults however do not frequently 
happen in this city, but when they once get to a head, they are not eafily 
fupprefled. They have a body of janizaries under their aga; out of thefe 
they take what they call the capicules, who are guards to the gates of the 
city, each of them having agate allotted to him, and a certain diftricl: 
near it, over which he has a fort of abfolute power; and as thefe are jani
zaries of the greateft intereft, they influence the whole body, and 
when thefe heads of the gate raife any feditions, they are generally formi
dable, and of dangerous confequence. 

Chriftians. The patriarch of Antioch ordinarily refides here, who has under him 
forty-two archbifhops and bifhops,- this patriarch was chofe at Aleppo; 
for the late patriarch dying there, the Aleppines prefumed to elect an
other, but thofe of Damafcus chofe a Roman catholick Greek, who was 
fupported by the pafha; but that governor being foon difplaced, his fuc-
ceflbr took part with the patriarch elected at Aleppo, who is now in pof-
feflion, and the other fled to mount Libanon. This patriarchate is worth 
forty purfes a year, which revenue arifes partly out of a tenth of what the 
bifhops receive from every family throughout the whole patriarchate, 
which from each houfe is from four to twenty {hillings a year, and partly 
out of what he receives at Antioch, Damafcus, and the country about 
them, which is his own peculiar diocefe -t being fifteen piaftres for a licence 
to bury, and five for every marriage, which all the bifhops receive in 
their own diocefes. It is computed that there are twenty thoufand 
Chriftians in Damafcus, a thoufand of them Maronites, two hundred Sy
rians or Jacobites, and about thirty families of Armenians, the remainder 
are Greeks; each of thefe have a church. Of the Greeks eight thoufand 
acknowledge the pope, and thefe I call Roman catholic Greeks, who 
think it a fin to go to the eftablifhed Greek church, and are not permitted 
by the pafha either to go to the Latin church, or to have feparate congre
gations for themfelves: But they have fbmepriefts of their own perfuafion, 
who, together with the Latins, go privately to their houfes with the hoft, 
and confefs them. Thefe Greeks obferve the rights and fafts of the 
eftablifhed Greek church j but I was informed that fome priefts had al-
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lowed them to faft according to the rules of the Latin church, and that 
it had been condemned from Rome. Thofe of the eftablifhed Greek 
church have about thirty priefts. 

The Chriftians of Damalcus have a very bad charader, and it is faid Chamfer. 
that they have all the vices of the Turks, only with this difference, that 
they are more afhamed of them -y and many of them are fad examples, 
that they were only Chriftians in name; having turned Mahometans 
either to avoid a punifhment, or to have an opportunity of revenging 
themfelves on fome Chriftians who had ufed them i l l ; and there are ge
nerally fix or feven inftances of this kind every year. As the Chriftiaris 
are worfe here than in any other parts, fo alfo the Turks indulge thofe 
vices here to the higheft degree, for which they are generally infamous; 
with many of them, drinking wine takes the place of opium; but they* 
are fecret in this practice. The Damafcenes are much addicted to plea-
fure, and love to pafs their time in a lazy indolent manner : They do 
not want parts, and moft of them have fine black eyes, and, when chil
dren, are of a furprizing fairnefs and beauty; but by the heat, their 
vices, the great ufe of bagnios, and the cuftom of wearing their beards, 
they lofe that comelinefs when they arrive to maturity : But it is faid 
that their women are the moil beautiful in the world. 

They take care to be fupplied with fnow every day from the neigh
bouring mountains, which is preferved in the cavities of them; they 
cut it out in large pieces, and it is faid, that fixty afs loads are brought to' 
Damafcus every day, which are worth about a dollar and a half a load; 
they ufe it both in their wine and rinfrefeoes, which are made either of 
liquorice, lemmons, or dried grapes; and they put the mow into the 
liquors, and let it diffolve, which is not fo wholefom as the European 
manner of cooling their liquors with it. The wine about Damafcus is 
ftrongand good, generally of the colour of Burgundy; and they have 
plenty of all forts of provifions excellent in their kind, and fruits in the 
greateft perfection. 

The trade of this city, as to the import, chiefly confifts of two Trade, 
branches; one is the trade of Mecca, from which place they bring yearly 
with the caravan the merchandizes of Perfia and India ; for when Alex
andria ceafed to be the port for thofe commodities, on finding out the 
way by the Cape of Good Hope, it is faid that Damafcus was then the 
place where the Venetians fettled for the Indian and Perfian trade, and 
being drove away on account of fome intrigues with Turkifh women, 
the trade, they fay, went to Aleppo; and there is a well-built ftreet in 
the city,which is ftill called the Frank-ftreet. From Europe they have their 
clothes, glafles, and feveral fmall wares: The manufactures they export, 
are chiefly burdets of filk and cotton, either ftriped or plain, and alfo 
plain filks like tabbies; all thefe things are watered, which very much 
adds to their beauty; they are made alfo at Aleppo, but not in fo great 
perfection. This place is like wife famous for cutlery ware, which, they 
lay, is made of the old iron that is found in antient buildings; tho'fome 
pretend that it is a chemical preparation invented by faint John Da-
mafcenus; the blades made of it, appear damafked or watered, and they 
affirm that their cutlafles will enter common iron, without hurting the 
edge; but they make the fame fort of blades alfo at Aleppo; and 
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they likewife fay, that they are all made of pieces of old iron worked 
together ; They make alfo very beautiful fteel handles for knives, which 
are inlaid with gold in running flowers $ a knife of this kind cofts thirty 
fhillings. They have very fine iron work in the windows of the antient 
buildings, efpecially in the mofques, which, they fay, are of polifhed 
fteel, and indeed they appear very beautiful: The cutlery and filver-
fnaith's trade are carried on by the Chriftians, as the ktter is in moft 
places. 

Fruit. They have fine fruit in Damafcus, efpecially apricots, of which they 
have five or fix forts; thefe being dried in different ways, are exported 
in great quantities to all the countries round for a confiderable diftance. 
They have one way of preparing them to make a fine fweetmeat; 
others being barely dried, are eat either foaked in water or ftewed j but 
the greateft export is what they make into a fort of thin dried cakes, 
which, when they are eat with bread, are a very cooling and agreeable 
food in fummer ; they pack up thefe in bales, and fend them to the di-
ftance of ten days journey. 

Gardens of The moft pfeafant gardens are on the foot of the mountain about the 
Saiheia. village of Saiheia*, to the north weft of Damafcus; for being on a de-

fcent, they have a great command of water from the canal Jefid j fo that 
there one fees the beft water-works. The road from the city to this place 
is on a paved way oS broad hewn ftones^ after the manner of the an«-
tients; on each fide of it there is a channel for water, and without thefe 
a foot path under the garden walls; which is the moft beautiful manner 
of laying out a road I ever faw. 

Grottos. O n t n e fi^e ° f t n e hills over Saiheia, there are fome grottos cut in the 
rock,one of them is large, confifting of feveral rooms; itisamoique,where 
they pretend to fhew the tombs of the forty martyrs, who, they fayy fuf-
fered for Mofes; they likewife tell feveral other ftories of thefe places: 
Another is the grot of the feven fleepers, where they pretend they flept 
and. were buried; and the fheik or imam told us, that they fuffered mar
tyrdom for Chrift. 

There are two caravans which go to Mecca every year, one from 
Cairo, chiefly with the people of Africa, the other from this place, 
which is commonly under the government of the pafha of Damafcus ; 
both the caravans meet near the Red Sea. It is probable many great 
perfons coming to Damafcus on this occafion, have been charmed with 
the delightful fituation of the place, and been induced to come and 
fettle here. There have been alfo many great men banifhed to Da
mafcus; and they mention an inftance of gratitude in one of them, who 
ufed to lay, he was very much obliged to his fultan, for laying him un
der a neceflity of living in fuch a paradife. 

I fpent my time very agreeably at Damafcus, pafling my leifure hours 
in the coffee houfes, and commonly taking my repaft in them, having a 
perfon with me, who had been educated twelve years in the propaganda fide 
at Rome j and as I mixed more with the people of the country of middle 
rank, fo I had a better opportunity of obferving their humours and cu-
ftoms, than in any other place. Some adventures, however, befel me 
whilft I was there -t the convent had recommended one of the capicul 
janizaries to go with me in the excurfions I made abroad, and when I 
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came to pay him, he demanded an exorbitant price, aad took it very 
ill that I did not immediately comply with his requeft : He talked very 
high, and faid it was in his power to embroil me, fb as to raife a confi-
derable fum of money on me, even to the amount of thirty purfesj fb 
that I found it convenient to fatisfy him ,• a Chriftian, who afterwards 
accompanied me, faid, he thought he deferved as much as the janizary. 
But the moft extraordinary affair related to the fecretary of the 
pafha: I had procured letters to the pafha to do me what fervice 
he could in relation to my defigned expedition to Palmyra, and I 
talked of going to him myfelf; but the monks who were well ac
quainted with his fecretary, advifed me to talk with him. He told 
me, I could not go to the pafha without making confiderable pre-
feats of cloth, both to him and his Kiaia, which, together with the officer's 
fees, would amount to about fifty dollars: He faid, he would do all the 
bufinefs without any trouble to me, and that I had nothing to do but to 
put the money into hk hands; and he accordingly procured my letters: 
But when I mentioned the affair to fome friends, they told me I might 
be aflured that he had kept the money himfelf. Accordingly, I em
ployed one to enquire, who found that he had paid but a very fmall 
fam to the officers of the pafha for their fees; and I was informed that 
my letters would have procured whatever I wanted without any prefents, 
which I had determined not to make, unlefs I had judged that there 
was an abfolute neceffity for it, in order to facilitate an affair of fuch 
an importance as the journey to Palmyra. For if prefenta are given in 
one place, it is known as one travels on, and then they are expected 
every where j which would be fb great an expence, that, after J left 
JEgypt, I was determined to make none : But as this affair had hap
pened, it might have been of bad confequence to have moved in it at 
Damafcus, fb I took no further notice of i t ; but accidentally mention
ing the ftory to our worthy conful at Tripoli, who knew the man; he 
told me that he would make him refund the money, and accordingly 
wrote to him, that if in a certain time, he did not return it, he would 
acquaint the pafha himfelf, who was his friend, with the whole aflair. 
In anfwer to the conful, he made it appear that he had difburfed twenty 
dollars, and returned the reft, which the conful afterwards remitted to 
me to jSSgypt. 

C H A P . IX. 

Of Ibme places to the fouth of DAMASCUS* 

IWent about a day's journey fouth of Damafcus, in the road to Jerufalem. 
We pafled over a ftream that comes from the rivers; and going two miles 
fouth of the city, came to the village of Elkoddam [The footftep] fa 

called, as they fay, from the refemblance of the footftep of Mahomet, 
which I faw on the mofque. This is the place to which, they fay, he came, 
and feeing the delightful fituation of Damafcus, immediately re-
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turned back, leaving this print of his foot, faying there was but one pa-
radife for man: If they believe this, they feem to pay very little regard 
to the place, it being a very indifferent mofque, with nothing ornamen
tal about i t ; though I faw fome common people kifs the foot-
ftep, and fay their prayers before it. A mile and a half further we paf-
fed through Dereia, where there is a mofque, which, they fay, was for
merly the church of a convent; there are feveral fepulchres about this 
place, and the country is improved with vineyards. We paffed over a 
ftream, and foon after over two others, which muft all come from the 
rivers of Damafcus : Further to the left is Lathrotick and Senaia; near 
the latter we repofed by a rivulet. We went on three miles, and palled 
by Junie on a hill to the right, and going over a fine ftream, we faw 
on the right a riling ground, on which there are large ftones that ap
pear like ruins: We aicended a hill to the left, on which there is 
a poor village called Deirout-Caucab $ near the top of the hill 
there is a long narrow grot called Megara Mar Baulos [The grot of St. 
Paul] where, they fay, he lay hid the firft day after his efcape from 
Damafcus, that he might not be found by thofe who might purfue him: 
The Chriftians fometimes come to this grot, and flay two or three days 
at it out of devotion. We went half a mile along by* the ftream, and 
then half a mile further to a village called Artoude : On the other fide 
of the low hills to the fouth is a fine plain called Zaal Artoude; we law 
in the middle of it Kane Sheik, at a place called Saffa, where they lay 
the firft: night from Damafcus in the road to Jerufalem and Mecca, 
refting the fecond night at Kane Jefer-Jacob, on the eaft fide of the 
river Jordan, to which I went from Tiberias. To the left of Kane 
Sheik there is a large village called Derhalich ; we flayed all night at 
Artoude, and as we were under fome apprehenfions, with regard to our 
fafety, it was thought proper I fhould take on me the character of a 
phyfician $ a Greek catholic, who was with me, understanding fome-
thing of that profeffion, I was received in an open mocot in a yard, 
where the mafter of the houfe laid a carpet for me j I found we were 
much refpected; and a woman who wanted advice for her child 
brought corn for our hearts. 

The next day we went, two miles to the fouth weft, and came over 
againft Calana, which is two miles' further weft, being oppofite to that 
valley, which is between the two ridges of hills that run to the north, one 
being called Seleiah, which is next to Damafcus, the other extends from 
Jebel Sheik, and is here called Rabufieh ; there is a third which runs by 
Baalbeck. We went over a defert uneven country without water, and 
in about three hours and a half came to the village of Betimie, on the fide 
of a hill over a vale, in which there is a rivulet of the fame name: Here 
we repofed in a very pleafant place under fhady walnut trees; I faw 
fome pieces of columns about the mofque. We went on and pafled over 
the rivulet Moidebherane, and in half an hour came to Kepherhoua ; 
beyond this place, on the eaft fide of a high mountain, near the foot of 
it, is a fmall ruin called the fepulchre of Nimrod, of which there are very 
little remains. It is a building about fifteen feet fquare, of very ancient 
architecture, fbmething like the temple of Fege, which I fhall have oc-
cafion to mention; the bafement of it is plain, with a ftep all round; 
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it is probable the tomb was built on this bafemehf, which I faw wi& 
folid, and might be in the manner of the fepulchre of Abfolom: In 
the village near it there are the remains of a very magnificent building ; 
one fide of it to the fouth, which was perfect, meafured fifty feet, and 
the other fide that was ruinous as much, and might have exterided far
ther ; it was adorned with pilafters ; I faw two of -them at each corner, 
on a bafement round the building, above which very little remains, but 
enough to fhew that the wall was two feet eight inches thick, and that 
the ftones were of the fame thicknefs. I faw in the houfes near this 
place, fome very good Ionic capitals, fo that doubtlefs this building was 
of that order: They call it the cattle of Nirnrod, and it is poffible, that 
great hunter m might be worshipped as a God, and that this might be i. 
temple built to him. They have a proverb in Damafcus, and the country 
about it, cC As a&ive as Nimrod :" And as the fcripture n mentions Babel, 
Erech, Accad, and Calneh, as the beginning of his kingdom ; the laft. 
may poflibly be Chalybon, the capital of Chalybonitis, bounding on the 
Palmyrene, which is not above three days journey north of Etamafcus. 

The mountain over this place is called Jebel Sheik [The chief moun
tain ;] it was antiently called Panius and Hermon, as obferved before j 
it is the higheft mountain in this country, and is always covered with 
mow. * The river Jordan rifes at the foot of this hill at feven or eight" 
leagues diftance from this place, as they informed me, though, I believe, 
it is not fo far off. The way from Damafcus to Jerufalem is through a 
plain, as far as the hills which are to the eaft of Jordan. Liquorice 
grows naturally in this plain, as fern does with us, and they carry the 
wood to Damafcus for fewel, and the root ferves to make their rinfreP 
coes; when it comes up green, the wild boars feed on it, which gives 
fuch a flavour to the flefh, that in that feafdn it is not to be eaten.; As 
we were leaving this village, the fheik of it called to my man to know 
where we had been, and whither we were going; we fatisfled his curio* 
fity, and went on towards the high road from Damafcus to Jerufalem: 
We faw at a diftance, to the fouth eaft, Kane Sheik before mentioned, 
to which we directed our courfe, and beyond it the hill Jebel Strata, 
which had a building on i t ; and among the hills to the eaft I faw one 
called Jebel-makerat, which has a tower on it 51 obferved another called 
Jebel Kifney to the eaft of the Kane, and Jebel Houran in a line with 
Caucab. We lay at Kane Sheik. The houfes of the village, which are built 
round the infide of the Kane, are made of hurdles, covered with clay, and 
their fuel was dried cow dung. The people of the pafha came to this 
Kane, and the next morning feized on the horfe of a man whom I 
took with me from a village near Damafcus, as they wanted it for 
their own ufe; which is no uncommon thing, but they reftore the beafts 
when they have no further occafion for them. 

We returned by Caucab, pairing for fome time by a rivulet called 
Lanage, which is divided into feveral ftreams; it was a very hot day, 
but we went two hours and a half to a garden near Mezi. The eafteras 
themfclves complained of the exceflive heat of the fun, and I found 
afterwards, that all my fide which was next to the fun peeled, but with
out any inconvenience. In this garden we dined under the fhady trees 
by the rivulet that runs through i t ; for here the Mezoui divides into 
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feveral ftreams: This place is about an hour fouth weft of Damafcus, and 
the village Kepher-Sely is in the middle between them. We palled on 
by Rabouy, near which place I faw the Mezoui come from under ground ; 
we went to the divifion of the waters, and fb along by the river. I ob-
ferved, that where the Toura divides from the Barrady, there is an arti
ficial cafcade about fix feet high, made by railing the bed of the river, 
in order to turn the water into the channel of the Toura on the fide of 
the hill. We came to Dummar where we lay, and were well received 
in the houfe allotted for travellers, where they had made provifions for 
any paffengers that might come. 

The next day we went about an hour on the north fide of the river 
to Elkamy; a little below it a ftream goes out of the Barrady, which, I 
fuppofe, is the Jefid. This village is pleafantly fituated on the fide of 
a hill, on which, and on the river under it are beautiful plantations of 
trees ; to the fouth weft of it there is a village called Ifhdaidy. We crofted 
the plain, and came again to the Barrady at the pleafant village of Efh-
rafy, which is in the middle of a wood over the river, and has a ftream 
brought through it from above; I difcovered the aquedud: cut through 
the rock in the fide of the hill, being the fame that goes towards Tad-
mor, which I fhall have occafion to mention. Higher up the river is a 
village called Peflima; we flayed till the evening at Efhrafy, and re
turned by Dummar to Damafcus. 

C H A P. X. 

Of the places to the north weft of D A M A S C U S , 

I Made an excurfion to the north weft of Damafcus to fee fome re
markable places that way : About two miles north of the city is a 
village called Jobar, where there is a fynagogue like an old Greek 

church, as they Telate it formerly was: On the fpot, which is now 
the middle of the fynagogue, they fay, Elijah anointed Hazael king 
over Syria, as he was commanded by God °. In three apartments of the 
fynagogue there are thirty fix copies of the law, excellently well written 
on parchment rolls, each of them having a round wooden cafe to put 
them in ; and tho' they feem to make little account of them, yet it has 
been mentioned that the law was preferved here when Titus deftroyed 
the temple. From one of thefe rooms there is a defcent to a fmall grot, 
in which there is a hole like a window, where, they fay, Elijah was fed 
by the raven ; but that miracle was wrought near the river Jordan p. 

We went on, and pafTed over the ftream Jefid, and about two miles 
Serae* beyond Jobar, a little before the entrance to a village called Berze, we 

came to a riling ground at the foot of the mountain, where, they fay, 
Abraham overtook the four kings, when he delivered L o t ; and accord
ing to tradition they are buried in that rifing ground. The fcripture fays, 
" Hepurfued them unto Hobah which is on the left hand of Damafcus * •'' 
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and if this tradition be true, Jobar above mentioned might be thai place$ 
at leaft the country belonging to it might extend fo far: This Joba^ 
which may be a corruption of Hoba, feems alfo to be Choba, men
tioned by St. Jerom ; the inhabitants of which were Jews, who believed 
in Chrift, but obferved the law; and, he fays, they were called Hebio-
nites from the herefiarch, who might have his name from this place; 
this is the more probable, as the Jews might refort thither on account o£ 
this part of Elijah's hiftory. I obferved,. that the corn here was plucked 
up by the roots, according to the antient ufage, which is retained alfo iil 
the upper iEgypt: A cuftom which is often alluded to in holy foripture. 

Beyond the place where Abraham is {aid to have overtaken the four 
kings, on the weft fide of the village of Bezze, at the foot of the moun
tain, there is a mofque built before a cleft in the rock, into which one can 
enter : It is commonly faid, that Abraham returned thanks here for his 
victory : But the Mahometans have a ftory that Abraham's mother fly
ing from the idolatry of Nimrod, was delivered of Abraham in this 
cleft r. . . ' • 

There is a way which goes along the plain for about four leagues to 
the north, and then turns up the mountain fo the north weft; and at the 
end of three leagues there is a village called Malouca, built oin the fide of at 
fteep high hill, over a narrow valley j oppofite to it, on the fide of the 
other hill, is the Greek convent of faint Thecla; it is a large grottSaintThedi 
open to the fouth, in which they have built a fmall chapel; and at the 
eaft end of the grott there is another, in which the place is fhewn where 
St. Thecla fuffered martyrdom : She was the difciple of St. Paul, accord* 
ing to the legends, and fled to this place from her infidel father: 
her pi&ure is in the niche where, they fay, her body lies. There is a 
Greek infcription on it, fignifying, that fhe was the firft martyr of hef 
fex, and cotemporary with the apoftles. At one corner of the grott there 
is a bafcn, which receives a clear wafer that drops from the rock j and, 
they fay, that it is miraculous both in its fource and effects; on each 
fide of the mountain, at the end of this vale, there is a narrow opening 
in the rock, by which there are two paflages up to the top of the hill* 
a fmall rivulet runs through the northern one, which rifes on the moun
tain. From this fource a channel is cut into the fide of the perpendi
cular rock, which, without doubt, was defigned to carry the water to 
the convent, and to the higher parts of the town. Near the entrance 
into the other pafiage, between the mountain, there is a plentiful fpring 
that flows out of a grott, to which there is a narrow pafiage; they fay, 
it rifes in five fprings; and have fome hiftory concerning it, that relates 
to faint Thecla's flying to it to hide herfelf; at which time, they fay, 
a fountain rofe there. On the top of the mountain, between thefe two 
paflages, is the convent of faint Sergius ; it is ill built and uninhabited, 
but there is a tolerable church belonging to it: In the perpendicular parts 

r From this place there is a road to the weft fant valley* that has a ftream running through 
between the hills to Sidonaia; it goes by a it, and is planted with poplars $ and about two* 
ftream called Marabah ; about a mile in be- miles further there is a village called Mineh ; 
tween the hills there is a village of that name 5 beyond this the village of Telfitch is to the 
the road then turns fouth, and goes near Shirneh left, and Narrah to the right, Sidonaia being 
to the left, and afterwards through the large about four miles to the north of Mineh. 
village of Tehl ; the road is in a narrow plea-

of 
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of the rock before mentioned, where there are feveral fepulchres for fingle 
bodies in a very particular manner ; a femicircular niche being cut into 
the reck, and the bottom of it hollowed into a fort of a grave to receive 
a body; thefe are in feveral ftories one over another: There feem alfo to 
be fome grotts cut into the clifts, that are now inacceflible ; and on the 
top of the mountain, about the convent of faint Sergius, there are a great 
number of fine fquare grottos cut out of the rock, in many of them there 
are broad folid feats, like fophas, cut out at the further end; they have alfo 
feveral niches in them, as if they were defigned for domeftic ufes ; 
others, which are level, and about fix feet high, have holes cut in the 
rock round the fide of. the room at the ceiling, as if horfes were to be 
tied to them. I faw one cut out very regularly with a well in it, about 
ten feet deep, which had channels to it from all the parts of the grot; 
fo that I concluded the ufe of it was to make wine : I found feveral 
others cut in the fame form in a rough manner, which are now actually 
ufed as wine vats. It is difficult to fay what was the original ufe of thefe 
grots, which are cut all down the gentle defcent of the mountain weft-, 
ward to a fort of a vale which is between two fummits of the mountain ; 
the fituation does not feem proper for any city; and I ihould rather think 
it was formerly a town of Hone-cutters, who might fupply fome neigh
bouring cities with this fine none, and in cutting it might form thefe 
grots ; and as I obferved in relation to the grottos about Jerufalem, they 
were made fo, as that the ftone which they took out, might be of ufe for 
building; thefe grottos indeed might be inhabited both by the workers in 
ftone, and by thofe people to whom the vineyards and lands belonged. 
In the town of Malouca there are two churches, one of the Greeks, 
the other of the Roman Greeks, there being feveral here of that commu
nion : There is only one monk in the convent, who lives in a cell built 
below the grot. After the feaft of Holy Crofs, the Greeks from Da-
mafcus come out to this convent, and to that of faint Mofes, fome 
leagues to the north, and likewife to Sidonaia, and fpend a fortnight or 
three weeks in a fort of religious revelling5. Making an excurfion to 
S. Thecla from Sidonaia, we dined at Touaney, in a houfe appointed for 
the entertainment of ftrangers, there being four of them, who take it in 
their turns, the people of the village fupplying them with provisions in 
an equal proportion. Here we faw the horfes of a party of about forty 
Arabs, who were encamped not far off; they go about to take tribute 
of the villages under their protection, which may be about ten, and a 
man fent with any one by the iheik of thefe villages, is a protection 
againft them: Thefe Arabs were of Arabia Felix, the Amadei being of 
Arabia Petrzea: The Janizary feemed to be much afraid, talked often 
of the heat of the weather, and would not move until he knew they 
were gone, and which way they went. In the plain on the left, near the 
entrance into the vale towards faint Thecla, there is a village called Eina-
tirieh, which fome years paft was inhabited by Chriftians, who on a difeon-
tent turned Mahometans; fome fay, becaufe the bifhop refufed to permit 

s Sidonaia is about four leagues from faint Jofeph ; near it there is a village called 
Thecia ; the firft place in the road is Touaney; Kaukout; and at a little diftance from Sido-
the road then goes to the left of Mohalick, and naia, is the village of Bodau to the right, and 
pafles through Akouba, from which we law Hafier to the left, 
on the hills to the right the convent of faint 

| them 
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^ e m to eat milk in Lent; and others, becaufe he would not fufFer an 
excommunicated body to be buried : To the right, further to the fbuth, 
is Jobaidin. From faint Thecla we went fouthward again in a plain be
tween two chains of mountains; about two leagues from it, we pafled 
by the ruined convent of St. Jofeph on the mountains to the weft; 
and about four leagues from that convent, we arrived at a village 
called Marah, where there is a Greek parochial church of the Roman 
communion, and a Greek convent, which had in it only one lay bro
ther, who lives there to entertain thofe who come to fee a chapel, 
which is about two miles to the eaft, near the top of the mountain ; it 
is built, as they fay, at the grot of Elifha, where Elijah came to anoint 
him to be his fucceffor, as he was commanded by God, when he order-* 
ed him to go towards the wildernefs of Damafeus *; and on the out-
fide of it there was a paffage, which is now flopped up, that led to 
fome other grots, the entrance to which I was alio fhewn. The Greeks 
pretend, that it is the place where the prophet was anointed, and that 
it is dangerous to go to i t ; which feems to be a piece of policy to hin
der the Mahometans from taking pofTeffion of the place, and turning it 
into a mofque ; it commands a fine view of the whole plain of Damafeus, 
and of the city itfelf, and in that refped: is a very delightful retirement. 

From this place we went about a league to the weft to Sydonaia, a 
village fituated on the fouth part of a rocky hill, on the top of which 
there is a famous Greek nunnery, founded by the emperor Juftinian j 
who endowed it with lands that brought in a confiderable revenue, for 
which they now pay rent to the grand fignor; he alfo gave the con
vent three hundred Georgian flaves for vaffals,- whofe defcendants are 
the people of the village, and are of the Roman Greek church: The 
convent has the appearance of a caftle, with high walls round i t ; the 
buildings within are irregular; towards the bottom of the hill there is a 
building where ftrangers are lodged; the church remains according to 
the old model, though it has been ruined and repaired ; it confifts of 
five naves, divided by four rows of pillars, and has a portico before i t : 
Behind the high altar they have what they call a miraculous picture of 
the virgin Mary, which, they fay, was painted by St. Luke, but it is 
not to be feen. The convent is governed by an abbeis, whofe office 
continues during life ; fhe is put in by the patriarch, and nominates 
the nuns who are about twenty in number • thefe nunneries are more 
like hofpitals than convents, the members of them being moftly old wo
men, and are employed in working, efpecially in the managing of filk 
worms; and the abbefs fhe wed me her hands, and obferved to me, that 
they were callous with work ; fhe eat with us both above in the con
vent, and below in the apartment for ftrangers ; the women feldom take 
the vow in lefs than feven years, and often remain many years at li
berty ; they may fee and converfe with men, and go any where even to 
diftant places with leave. A great part of the revenue of the convent 
arifes from their vineyards, which produce an excellent ftrong red 
wine: They have two chaplains to the convent, one is a monk, who lives 
in the convent, the other is married, and refides in the town. Near 
the town there is a fmall building called the convent of St. George, a 

1 i Kings xix. 15, 16, 19. 
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Roman Greek prieft belongs to it, who lives in the town ; and fouth of 
it is the ruined convent of St. Chriftopher, to which there is a good 
church ; and there are feven or eight more ruined churches and chapels 
here. Thole of St. John, St. Saba, and St. Barbara, on the north fide, 
have three naves, with an altar at the end of each after the Syrian ftyle ; 
and I law in them feveral Doric capitals, and remains of frefco paint
ings ; near them is the chapel of the transfiguration ; and in two little 
grots, on the fide of the hill, are altars to faint Thecla and faint Eleazer: 
T o the eaft are the fmall chapels of faint Sergius and faint Chriftopher, 
and likewife an entire chapel of faint Peter and faint Paul, which ap
pears to be a building of great antiquity ; it is a very folid work, and is 
thirty-two feet fix inches fquare ; there is an afcent all round on the 
outfide of three fteps; the cornilh, door cafe, and a fort of a bafement 
above the fteps, are proofs that the architecture is antient, it may 
be, before Chrift; within, it is in form of a Greek crofs, and there is a 
ftair cafe to the top of it. There is a Roman Greek church here, called 
faint Sophia, in which are two rows of flender pillars with Corinthian 
capitals, which feem to have belonged to fome antient building on that 
fpot; adjoining to it there is a long chapel, now in ruins, dedicated 
to faint Elias, in which there are remains of feveral frefco paintings. On 
the high mountain to the north was the convent of faint Thomas; the 
church, which is entire, very much refembles in its archite&ure the 
beautiful church of Abel, but is rather plainer $ the convent, which was 
built of large hewn ftone, is entirely deftroyed: There are feveral fpa-
cious grots near it, particularly an extraordinary one, called the grot 
of the council $ and from the manner of it one may conjecture, that it 
might have fervedas a chapter- houfe, and alfo as a library for their church-
books, and other manufcripts; it is fifty-five feet long, twenty broad, 
and ten high j there are two feats and a fhelf round the grotto, and 
four fquare pillars in the room; there is likewife an apartment at the further 
end, and on each fide; and all is cut out of the rock. About two hours to the 
north, on the very higheft fummit of the mountains, is the convent of faint 
Serphent (Sergius) the way to it is fomewhat difficult and dangerous; 
they fay the church is of the fame kind of building as that of faint 
Thomas; the convent is inhabited only by one monk. Thefe two 
convents, as well as the nunnery, are faid to have been built by Jufti-
nian. On the north fide of the hill, under the convent of Sidonaia, 
there is a fepulchral grot about twenty-two feet fquare ; over the front 
of it there are three niches with femicircular tops, and a fcollop-fhell 
cut in the arch ; the cornifhes of them are fupported by two round 
Corinthian pillars; in each of the niches are two ftatues of a man and 
woman in alto-relievo, the heads of which are broke off; the drapery 
of them is very fine ; thofe on the right feemed to be women, and the 
other to be men; the drapery of the former coming down to the foot; 
but the latter only within eight inches of i t ; under each of them there 
is an imperfect Greek infeription containing the name of the man and 
woman. 

C H A P . 
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C H A P . XI. 

Of the river FEGE, of ABANA and PHARPHAR, and of 
the aquedu&s to PALMYRA. 

FR O M Sidonaia we travelled fbuth to Meneh before mentioned «, 
and then turned to the weft, having high rocky mountains on the 
right, which are almoft perpendicular, in which, at a confider-

able height, I faw a fepulchral monument that feemed to be very antient; 
a view of it may be feen at G, in the twenty-fecond plate, being a niche and 
a fort of'grave cut into the rock, but not in the middle of i t ; thepila-
fters on each fide fupport an angular pediment; the capitals are of the 
moft antient Dorick order; it has alfo feven fteps cut in the rock before it. 
We pafled by Dradge on the left, and Halboue on a hill to the right, 
and crofted a rivulet of the fame name: We then afcended a hill, and 
crofted the road that goes from Dummar to Fege, and defcended into a 
bottom, where there are feveral fprings of bad water, which have no 
oudet, and make a fort of a morafs called the Dog-waters: On the right 
I obferved feveral grottos in the mountains, and went to one of them 
reprefented at H, in the twenty-fecond plate; on each fide of the door-
place there are rough unfinifhed pillars cut in the rock, which fupport a 
pediment, and over the door there is a relief of a fpread eagle. About a 
mile further we turned to the north, and came to the Barrady, and going 
about two miles, on the eaft fide of it, we arrived at the fource of the 
Fege, having gone in all about four miles to the fouth*, fix to the weft, 
and two to the north. 

The river Fege comes in a large clear ftream from under the moun- Tte river 
tain thro' an arch about twenty feet wide, as reprefented at I, in the ^c% 

twenty-fecond plate. Twenty feet to the weft of it there is a niche 
about fifteen feet high, which was probably defigned for a coloflal fta-
tue ; about eight feet weft of this, there is a very antient temple K, which is 
on a level with the river, and almoft entire. To make this regular, it is 
probable there was fuch another temple, or at leaft a niche on the other 
fide, and there is a temple L in the middle, on an eminence over the 
river, which is almoft entire, between which and the river there is a nar
row paflage about fixteen feet above the current: The temple on the fide 
of the river feems to be of the greateft antiquity, and was probably built 
before the orders were invented; a plan of it may be feen at M. 
The ftones are of the fame thicknefs as the walls,' and the pilafters have 
no capitals; there is a cornifh below that ranges round, which might 
belong to a bafement; within at the further end are two oblong fquare 
niches like thofe in the front; the ftream now wafhes the fide of 
the temple, which probably was dedicated to the deity of the river, and 
fome religious rites might be performed by going out of it by the door 
that leads to the river fide. 

u See note r. pag. 131. 

The 

*3S 



O B S E R V A T I O N S 
The other temple is a plain building much ruined; it feems to have 

had a portico before i t ; the plan and vitw rriay be feen at N. In the front 
on each fide, about ten feet from the ground, there is a fort of pedeftal, 
fetting out of the wall as if defigned for ftatues; this temple feems to have 
been built long,after the other. They have a notion that this river Fege 
comes from the Euphrates under ground; the Arabic name of that river 
is Fara; and if they were formerly of fuch ah opinion, it might be a 
reafon for their calling this river Pharphar 5 and if this was the Pharphar, 
the Barrady might be the Abanah. Thefe waters, when united, run be
tween the high mountains in a very narrow vale for about two leagues; 
on the north iide there is a narrow ftrip of ground at the foot of the 
mountain, and a little below the temple, the pleaiant village of Fege 
is fituated : This narrow Ipot is improved with gardens, orchards and 
plantations, which make it a very delightful place,- to which the Damas
cenes often retire, and fpend the day in fummer. 

Near the river, about a mile from the rife of theFege, I difcovered an 
aqueduct on the fide of the hill cut through the rock, it is about two 
feet broad, and four or five feet high ,• the top of it is cut archwife ; I 
traced it for about four miles, moft part of it is from twenty to forty feet 
above the river; in fome parts where the mountain is perpendicular, 
the upper part of it is open in front like a gallery, and in other parts, 
where there are hollows in the mountain, it is an open channel two 
feet wide, and from two to eight feet high ; I went into it from feveral 
of the hollow parts of the mountain; where I firft difcovered it, there 
is a channel cut down to it through the mountain about one foot fix 
inches wide, and two high ; I went about three quarters of the way up 
thefe hills, and by what I could difcern, the water of a mountain torrent 
was flopped about that place, and diverted into this channel; and I 
found a large channel above it. In one part of the mountain, where 
the aquedudt is cut through the rock, there is a perpendicular clift over 
the river, where there is now a foot way through the aqueduct for half 
a mile. They fay this aqueduct is carried round the fide of the mountain 
to the country about Caraw, which is a town in the way to Aleppo, about 
two days journey from Tadmor, though I mould be inclined to think 
it was carried along to the end of the mountain.Antilibanon near Haf-
feah, as I was afterwards informed it was, where it might be conveyed 
from the fide of the mountain to a high ground that extends to Palmyra; 
and there is great reafon to think this, as it is a very dry country, where 
they have hardly any other fupply but from the rain water. 

Though I faw nothing of the aqueduct till within a mile of Fege, 
where there is an entrance into it, as from the hollow parts of the 
mountain, yet it is very probable that this aqueduct was conftantly fup-
plied from the Fege, which might be by an open channel that 
may have been filled u p ; but it was doubtlefs fupplied alfb by thole 
channels down the mountains from the rain water, and by the melting of 
the fnow, and when there was plenty of water, it might be let out from the 
aqueduct into cifierns, at the feveral villages, for the ufe of the country 
when the rain water failed; and at Hafleah abovementioned, about fevea 
leagues fouth eaft of Hems, I faw a ruined work, like a large pond or 
ciftern, funk a confiderable way down in the rock, and walled round. 

2 A little 
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A little below the part of the aqueduct which is neareft to Fege, there 

is a fine water, called the green fpring; whether it was ever conveyed by 
this aqueduct, or by another to Damafcus, for a fupply of wholefom 
water, and fo might poffibly be the Abanah, is difficult to determine; 
it is certain this water is now conveyed in a channel to water the lower 
gardens, and fome letters remain of a Greek infeription cut over it in 
the rock. 

As to the great aqueduct, there is a tradition, that it was made by 
Solomon, which, if it were well grounded, would confirm the opi
nion, that Tadmor was firft built by him; for the Scripture fays, that he 
built Tadmor in the wildernefs: They have alfo another tradition, that 
the aqueduct was made or improved by a woman, which may be owing 
to fome improvements that might be made by Zenobia, the famous 
queen of Palmyra. 

C H A P . XII. 

From DAMASCUS to HEMS, the antient EMESA. 

* • ^ H E journey from Damafcus to Aleppo is performed in eleven 
1 days with a caravan, which is generally numerous, in order to 

be fecure againft the Arabs, of whom there is great danger, 
efpecially for the firft part of the way, as far as Hems -y they do not take 
the road of the Itinerary from Damafcus to Emefa, which croffed the 
mountains to the north weft, and went by Heliopolis or Baalbeck, and 
Laodicea ad Libanum; but they go to the eaft of the mountains, and 
come into the antient road towards Laodicea, where the two roads in 
the Tables alfo met. 

On the fifteenth of July I fet out from Damafcus for Aleppo, having 
hired a young janizary to go with me ; I paid fixty medines to a jani
zary at going out of the gate ; their demands on Franks being arbitrary. 
We went two leagues to a large village called Touma, where I could 
get no lodging, but was obliged to lie on the bulk of a fhop; I ob-
ferved, that there were many vineyards about this place, which they 
watch from a high floor fixed on four poles, to which they afcend by a lad
der. On the fixteenth we went along the plain to the north eaft; I faw 
a fpring encompaffed with walls like thofe near Tyre, that the water 
might be conveyed to fome high ground. A little further there is an aque
duct from the weftern hills of a particular kind, which is much ufed in 
all thefe countries; the channel is about ten feet under ground; and 
there are holes down to it, at the diftance of about fifty yards, with a 
great heap of earth round them; fo that the channel feems to have been 
made, and the earth brought up by thefe holes; and, without doubt, 
they defcended by them to clean or repair i t : This ground, I fuppofe, is 
higher than fome other parts on which the aqueduct is carried ; it is pro
bable that this channel conveyed water to feveral villages from the great 
aqueduct brought from Fege -, for I faw that it extended a great way. 

V O L . II. Part I. N n I here 
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I here flrft faw the hills a confiderable way off to the eaft, no hills ap
pearing that way from the parts about Damafcus. 

In about three hours from Touma we came to the hills called Ou-
tala-Saphire, which extend into the middle of this great plain; at the 
foot of them there is a ruined kane called Adra, from a village near 
i t : This probably was Admederin of the Tables* placed twenty five 
miles from Damafcus, though this place does not feem to be more than 
fifteen miles; in about two hours and a half we paffed over the hills : 
Here the moft eaftern ridge of hills, which runs weft of Damafcus feems 
to end ; there is but a fmall defcent to the northern part of the plain, 
and we came in about an hour to Kteiphe. I faw a fait lake on the 
eaft fide of the plain called Moia-Bechr [The fait water]; for the foil 
being fait, the water evaporates in fummer, and leaves a cake of fait on 
the earth, but as this fait is not wholefbm they are fupplied from Tad-
mor. This may be the vale of fait, in which, it is faid, David got him 
a name when he returned from fmiting the Syrians x, though the valley 
of fait near Tadmor feems to be the more probable place ,• the kingdom 
of David and Solomon extending, without doubt, as far as Tadmor, 
which is mentioned to be built by the latter y. 

Kteiphe z may be Adarifi of the Tables, placed ten miles from Adme
derin ; it is a pleafant village, encompafled with flight walls to keep 
out the Arabs; it is the laft place in the road under the pafha of Da
mafcus : We flayed here in a very fine kane, which has a portico round 
it, in which there is a fopha raifed above the court for travellers to re-
pofe on, and the ftables are within it. The Arabs came and afked if 
there was not a Frank in the caravan, and demanded a kaphar, which 
they faid would be due to them the next day • they feemed likewife 
to threaten to take me out of the caravan if I did not pay it - I was 
told that it was not ufual to pay a kaphar in caravans, and the condu
ctors of it feeming to take part with me, I treated them with coffee, 
made them my friends, and refufed to pay any thing. 

On the feventeenth we travelled an hour to fome hills, and went up 
by a gentle afcent, palling by a ruined kane on the top of the hills, 
and a village called Juhina to the left at fome diftance on the fide of a 
hill; thefe hills were improved with vineyards, and may be the end of 
the fecond ridge of hills, which extend northward from Jebel Sheik. 
We defcended into a well cultivated plain about three miles wide, and 
paffed near a village on a hill to the right, from which the women 
brought eggs, raifins, bread, curds, cheefe, and other provifions to fell 
to the caravan ,• in about two hours we came to a hill, on which there 
is a ruined fquare caftle; on the other fide of it we arrived at the vil
lage Nephte; at the foot of the hill on which it ftands there is a fine 
kane and mofque, where we flayed all night. 

On the eighteenth we proceeded on our journey, and after a while 
perceived four Arabs (being the fame who had threatened me) riding at 
fome diftance before us -} on which thofe who were foremoft flopped 

x 2 Sam. viii. 13. _ z This is Coteifa, in the account of the journey 
y 2 Chron. viii. 4. This is generally thought from Aleppo to Damafcus, in which it is laid 

to be the famous Tadmor, or Palmyra, efpe- that the kane was built by Sinam Pafha, but I 
cially as it is mentioned with Hamath, which heard nothing that travellers were fupplied with' 
Teems to be the country of Hamah. provifions gratis. 
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that we might make a clofer body, and two or three of the caravan 
went before to obferve them, that they might not furprife us ; it was 
Faid, that they had an intention to plunder the caravan, and that there 
were more of their company near, but in a little time they left us, and 
we faw no more of them. About half a league from Nephte is He-
boud, which I did not fee; I was told, that antiently it was called Ben-
flla, and that there are ruins of a large church there. Having travel
ed two hours, we came to fome hills that crofs the plain, on which 
there is a low watch tower ; thefe feem to be the end of a ridge of hills 
between the fecond and third chain of mountains before mentioned ; 
for afterwards we had to the weft the high mountains, which are eaft 
of the plain of Baalbeck. About an hour beyond thefe hills is the vil
lage of Caraw, probably Ocurura of the Tables, placed fifteen miles from 
Adarin, which ought to be corrected to thirty five; it is finely fituated 
on a hill, on which there feemed to have been a camp : I was told, that 
it was called Garinthia when the Franks had poffeffion of it. I fawin 
the kane fome niches with angular pediments over them, which might 
be the remains of a church. To the north eaft is a hill with a watch 
tower on it, fo that probably thofe towers extended to Palmyra; and I 
was informed, that a league weft of Caraw there was a convent called 
Der-niar-Jacob, which is now entirely ruined ; there were two or three 
Chriftians at Caraw who came to fee me : We flayed here till night. 

On the nineteenth we kept clofe together, being under fome appre-
henfions of the Arabs; we went two hours along the plain, and paffed by a 
hill with a watch-tower on i t ; our way afterwards was between low hills, 
and we came to a ipring, where we expected to fee the Arabs, as it was 
a place frequented by them; we palled by a mofque, and two or three 
houf^s called Bes: I faw here a plain coffin of polifhed marble, with
out any ornaments on it. We went about two hours and a half thro' 
the defert plain to Hafteiah, computed to be eight hours from Caraw, 
though I think it is not fo much : When I was about half way between 
fhefe_ two places, I faw a hill directly to the eaft, which I conjectured 
might be between twenty and thirty miles off; and they told me, that 
Tadmor lay a little way behind it. I had defigned to have gone to that 
f>lace from Haffeiah, but I found that it would have been a very dange
rous undertaking, and the aga of Haffeiah, to whom I had letters, was 
not there. Haffeiah is fituated on the edge of a plain, which is higher 
than the country to the fouth : This plain extends away to Tadmor, of 
Palmyra, and is probably a part of the defert of Palmyra. I was in
formed by an underftandihg Turk at Caraw, that the aqueduct does not 
come to that place, but that it paffed near Haffeiah, where, he faid, there 
were fome figns of i t ; he alfo informed me, that they have an opinion 
among them, that Haffeiah was no old place, and probably it was never a 
place of any confequenee; fo that the principal defign of the aqueduct feems 
to have been to water the high country towards Palmyra. He told me, that 
the water was brought from Raboua, which is the place where the waters 
of the Barrady are divided; and when I mentioned Fege to him, he inform
ed me that one branch of the aqueduct came from that river. At Hafleiah 
they have now only fome bad water in a pond; it is a miferable place, there 
being only the governor's houfe in it, a mofque, and two or three houfes en-

clofed 
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clofed within a wall adjoining to the kane, and a few other houfes built 
in a hollow ground, which feems to have been the bafin of a pond or 
ciftem for receiving water from the aqueduft. We flayed all day in the 
kane, but lay abroad; this place and Caraw are fubjecl: to the fame aga, 
independent of a. palha : It is poftible Haffeiah might be Deleda of the 
Tables, fifteen miles from Ocurura, and ten from Laodicea, as it agrees 
very well with that fituation. 

On the twentieth we travelled weftward in the plain, and about three 
hours from Haffeiah, went by an inhabited kane % where the peo
ple brought provifions to fell to the caravan j about a league further the 
plain of Baalbeck opened to us ; I faw in it, at a diftance, fome wood, 
which, they told me, were the gardens of a village called Ras, which 
might be Conna of the Itinerary, tho' that feems to be rather at too 
great a diftance, if the Itinerary is right. 

They fay the river Afe (the old Orontes) riles about twenty miles north of 
Baalbeck, and runs, I fuppofe, asnearby the north eaft corner of mount Li-
banon, a little further to the north weft, where it makes a large lake called alfo 
Afe, and I conjectured it might be about three miles broad and eight long, 
and extends northwards towards Hems. There is no mention of this 
lake in antient authors; fb that probably it has been made like the lake 
of Mantoua in later times, by fome ftoppage of the water of the Orontes. 
Some fay, that the Afe is alfo called Makloub. In this part I faw two 
little hills on the eaft fide of the lake, and one on the Afe, between 
the lake and Hems, and feveral others along the river to the north. 
The natives feem to have retained the very antient name of this river, 
which it probably had before it was called the Orontes, which name might 
be given it by the Greeks; for Sozomen •> fpeaks of Apamea as on the river 
Axius. And that it may not be thought a new name in hiftory, it muft 
be obferved that Vaillantc in his hiftory of Syria, has a medal of Alex
ander Balas, king of Syria, with the legend relating to Apamea 
on the Axius, MIAMEIIN TON IIPOS TO ABIC1. The river Mafyas, 
now called the Yarmuc, which fell into the Orontes near Apamea, riles 
to the north between the hills, that are weft of old Reah, which I fhall 
have occafion to mention. 

Here, I fuppofe, we came into upper Syria from Ccelefyria, and into 
that part of it called Laodicene, from Laodicea ad Libanum or Laodicea 
Cabiofa, which probably was on the weft fide of the Orontes near the foot 
of Libanus, and was a Roman colony. The country from this place to 
Chalcis called by the Franks Old Aleppo, had the name of the plains 
of Marfyas, doubtlefs from the river already mentioned. Having tra
velled weftward from Hafleiah we here turned to the north, and, ,after 
fome time, arrived at Hems. 

3 In the account of the journey to Damafcus, b Sozomeni Hift. vii. 15. 
It is called Shemfi. c Vaillant Hiftor. Syr. pag. 261. 
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C H A R XIII. 

Of HEMS, HAMAH, and MARRAH. 

HE M S is the antient Emefa a, mentioned in the Tables as twenty 
miles from Laodicea, and by the Itinerary as eighteen $ it (lands 
on a fine plain, and is watered by a rivulet or fmall canal, 

brought to it from the Afe. The walls of the city are about three miles 
in circumference, and probably were made about the year one thoufand 
and ninety eight, when the Chriftians had pofleffion of it, during the 
time of the Holy war; for they are built like thofe of Casfarea on the fea, 
which were made by Lewis the ninth of France j except that there 
feemed to have been a terrace round on the outride of the walls, defended 
by a parapet wall, on the outride of which is the foflee; it appears that 
there has been a rampart made round it fince that time, which was faced 
with ftone, probably after Saladin had taken it from the Chriftians in 
one thoufand one hundred eighty feven, or it may be on the invention 
of cannon : The Tartars took it from the Saracens in one thoufand two 
hundred and fifty eight; the city afterwards came into the hands of the 
Mainalukes ^ and the Turks took it from theme. During the time that it was 
in the hands of the Europeans, it was deftroyed by an earthquake, which 
happened in one thoufand one hundred fifty feven, when feveral other 
cities underwent the fame fate. The prefent town takes up only about a 
quarter of the fpace contained within the walls, being the north weft 
quarter; the buildings are very indifferent; they are under the covert of 
a large ruined caftle, which is to the fbuth of the prefent town; it is built 
on a high round mount, encompafled with a foflee about twenty feet 
deep and thirty paces broad, over which there is a bridge of feveral 
arches; it is built fo high that it rifes a confiderable Way up the fide of 
the hill; the top of the hill is near half a mile in circumference, and of 
an irregular figure of ten fides ; the whole mount is faced with ftone. 
The eafterri hiftorians fay, that Hippocrates refided here, and went 
often from this city to Damafcus: And the ecclefiaftical Writers relate 
that faint John Baptift's head was found here in the time of the emperor 
Theodofius. The emperor Elagabalus was of this city, in which there 
was a famous temple dedicated to the fun, which was worfhipped here 
under the title of Elagabalus, from which this emperor had his name. 
It is laid the emperor Aurelian defeated Zenobia near this city, and after
wards built fome temples in it. About the town there are feveral pieces 
of pillars and capitals, and the remains of the antient gate to the north, 
which, from the bafement that ranges round, I conclude was adorned 
with pilafters. 

About a furlong to the weft of the town, there is a curious piece of 
antiquity; a plan and view of it may be feen at O. O. in the twenty 
fecond plate ; it is a building about forty feet fquare without, and 
thirty within ,• the walls are built of brick after the Roman manner, 

d The people of this country feera to be call- e Bibliotheque Orientale d'Herbelot, under 
ed Emifeni by Pliny, Nat. Hift. viii. 23. Hems, 
and fo alfo by Strabo, lib. xvi. p- 735-

VOL.II . Parti . ° ° which 



f4* O B S E R V A T I O N S 
which are about an inch thick, and the mortar between them is of 
the fame thicknefs : The eafing of the building is very extraordinary, 
confifting of rows of ftone four inches fquare, fet diagonally, one 
row being white ftone, and another black alternately. There are 
two ftories of architecture; confifting of five pilafters on each fide, 
which are built of fmall white hewn ftone, the lower ftory is Do* 
ric, and the upper Ionic, each ftory being about nine feet four inches 
high j above thefe the top is built like a pyramid, but within it is of the 
figure of a cone ; in the ceiling of the lower arched room there are fome 
remains of fine reliefs in ftucco: Some of the people call it the fepulchre 
of Caius; and Bellona fays, he faw the fepulchre of Caius Czefar here; 
but this cannot be, for that prince being wounded in Armenia, died at 
Lamyra in Lycia, and his afhes were carried from that place to Rome, 
and depofited in the Maufbleum of Auguftus; and his epitaph is among 
Gruter's infcriptions, though indeed fome antient hiftorians fay errone^ 
eufly that he died in Syria \ fo that probably this was a monument 
eredted to the honour of Caius by the people of Emefa, in order to gain 
the emperor's favour \ for on the eaft and north fide, at the top of the 
fecond ftory, there is a Greek infcription, but I had no conveniency of 
getting up to read i t ; I could not fo much as diftinguifh one letter of 
that on the north fide ; but on the eaftern one the firft word is TAIOC, 
and I copied fome other let ters f : It is faid, there was another build
ing of this kind at fome diftance to the north of it, and that a chain 
went from one to the other, and that they were the monuments of two 
lifters, daughters of an emperor; if there really was another, it is not 
improbable that it might be erected to the memory of Lucius. 

We ftayed at Hems all day in the kane, and when I faw the infcrip
tion I was determined to carry a letter which I had, and a prefent of 
cloth to the governor, who has the title of aga, and is independent of 
the pafha 5 I defired him to fend a man with m e ; he was an old and 
fufpicious Turk, and very far from being polite ; I endeavoured in vain 
to get a ladder in order to copy the infcription. The governor fent for 
me to feel his pulfe, and to give him my advice; for I was mentioned in 
the letter as a phyfician; but when I came I told him it was a miftake, 
which made him more fufpicious; but I had no further need of him, 
and my prefent prevented my paying a kaphar of fourteen piaftres. 

On the twenty firft we fet forward on our journey ; I obferved, that 
they reap their com in thefe parts, whereas about Damafcus they pull it 
up by the roots. Croffing a fine plain about twelve miles in length, we 
came to a high ground over the Orontes, on which the village of Re-
ftoun is fituated, and near it are the ruins of a very large convent; there 
is a bridge here over the river. I faw in the road fome pieces of pil
lars and capitals; and as this is half way between Hems and Hamah, 
which was the old Epiphania, I concluded it to have been Arethufa o£ 
the Itinerary and Tables, though the diftances in neither of them well 
corfefpond: The Tables, by miftake, put thefe places weft of the Oron-

f In the account of the journey to Damafcus, " pulchre a double effage, hors la vilfe, haut 
the name mentioned in the infcription is TAIfl " eleve en forme de pyramide quaree, fabri-
IOTAI&. Belon, in his travels, fpeaks of this " que de fort ciment, qui eft infcrit des lettres 
monument in thefe words: " Encor il y a un fe- " Glreques d'un epkaphe de Caius Cjefar. 
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tes, whereas all of them, except Epiphania or Hamah, are on the eaft 
fide. 

We travelled about twelve miles over a fort of a defert, and arrived atThefituauon 
Hamah, which has generally been thought to be Apamea: But the iti-ofAPMaea' 
nerary makes Apamea fixty-four miles from Emefa, and the Tables fixty-
fix, whereas Hamah at moft cannot be above twenty-four miles from 
Hems. Strabofays, Apamea is directly on the other fide of the mountain 
from Laodicea in Seleucis, which is much to the north of Hamah; he alfo 
fays, that about Apamea there was much marfhy and meadow ground, 
arid that the Orontes and a great lake made it a peninfula| and he adds, 
that Seleucus Nieator, and the other kings of Syria, kept there five hun
dred elephants, and a great part of their army, on account of the great 
convenience of forage. But Hamah is fituated in a narrow valley, having 
high ground on each fide of it: Moreover; theeaftern hiftorians mention, 
that the earthquake in one thousand one ^hundred fifty-feven, deftroyed 
Hems, Hamah, Latiehea or Laodicea, and Apamea; lb that in thofe 
times the city of Apamea ftill retained its name: Hamah therefore can
not be Apamea, but muft have been Epiphania, placed in the Itinerary 
thirty-two miles, and in the Tables thirty-fix from Emefa. It is pro
bable this is the capital of the country of Hamath, the king of which, 
named Toi, fent prefents to David, and made an alliance with him, on 
his conquering his enemy the king of Zobah, whp probably was mafter 
of the eountry about Palmyra g. The ftore cities of Hamath alfo are 
mentioned with Tadmor, as built by Solomon K On the whole, it is 
not certain where Apamea, at firft called Pella by the Macedonians *, 
was fituated ; but according to Antonine's Itinerary, it was in the road 
from Antioch to Epiphania and Emefa, fixty-nine miles from Antioch, 
thirty-two from Epiphania, and fixty-four from Emefa. The Englifh 
gentlemen who have pafled between Aleppo and Latiehea, have con
jectured that it was at Shogle, where they pafs the Orontes on a bridge • 
but this feems to be too near to Antioch; and if there really is fucha place 
as Apamia or Famyah on the Orontes, which, in the account of the 
journey from Aleppo to Damafcus, is placed k about nine miles from the 
road, it feems very probable that it was really the antient Apamea, and 
Shayfar, which in that map is fouth of it, may be old LarifTa, fixteen 
miles both from Epiphania and Apamea, according to the Itinerary. 

The fituation of Hamah is very particular in a narrow valley on the Oron- Hamah. 
tes, the plains ending on each fide in high clifts over the river; it is open to the 
eaft and weft, which is the courfe the river takes here; and without the 
town there are pleafant gardens on each fide of the river; the air of it is 
looked on as unwholfome. It is in a manner three towns : The prin
cipal town being on the fouth fide of the river; and between it and the 
river there runs a narrow high hill, near a mile long, on which probably 
the antient city ftood, which might have its name gn account of the 
confpicuoufnefs of its fituation ,• they now keep a horfe guard in this 
part: The weft end of the hill is feparated by art from the reft, and was 
a ftrong fort with a deep foflee to the eaft, cut down in the rock; the 
end of the hill, which is very high, is fomething of an oblong hexagon 

s 2 Sam. via. 9, 10. h 2 Chron. viii. 4. * Strabo, xvi. p, 752. k Pag. 26. 
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figure, and is all faced with ftone -, but nothing remains on it at pre-
fent, except a fmall part of the walls. At the weft end of this there is 
another town or large fuburb, as there is a third on the north fide of the 
river, which extends up to many parts of the heights round it, fo that 
the city and fuburbs ftand on a great compafs of ground. 

Aquedu&j. As many parts of the town are much higher than the Orontes, they 
have a method of raifing the waters by a great number of wheels in the 
river made with boxes round them, by which the water is raifed to fe-
yeral aqueducts, confifting of very high arches, which, if well built, 
might be compared to many of the Roman works; fome of the wheels 
are near forty feet in diameter, and raife the water to within five or fix 
feet of their height, which is conveyed along the fide of the hills. 

There are very little remains of antiquity here, except fome ruins of 
an old gateway, and fome few capitals and pillars. I faw feveral Gothic 
capitals about the town, and finding many medals of the Greek em
perors here, and very few of great antiquity, made me conclude that 
the place was in a flourifhing condition about the middle ages, and that 
it was but an inconfiderable town before the time of Ptolemy, who does 
not make any mention of Epiphania ; the city is now in a very flourifh
ing condition, it being the only town to which the Arabs of the eaftern 
defert about Tadmor can come, in order to be fupplied with what they 
want; which is a liberty they enjoy on a ibrt of tacit agreement, that they 
fhall not plunder the caravans that come to this city. They are not 
under a paiha, but have a particular bey or governor, to whom the city 
and a territory about it belong. 

Sheiks of The chiefs or fheiks of Hamah, for fo thole are called who are at 
the head of the Arab intereft in every city, are very famous in thefe 
parts, as they are defcended from Mahomet; they have the title of 
Emir, and they had a great influence and intereft in the city and country, 
till they began to abufe it. Some Englifh going to fee the head of them, 
on making fome compliments to him, with regard to the honour and 
dignity of his family ; he had the modefty only to lay, that the people 
efteemed him as a prophet. They have a very fine palace, delightfully 
fituated on the river. I have been told, they have fuch a reverence for 
this family in fome parts towards Perfia, that if any one who has been 
guilty of a crime comes here, and obtains fome fort of a patent from, 
this emir, they return to their country, and no one can call them to an 
account. 

In this city, as well as in Hems, there are a confiderable number of 
Greeks. Abulfeda, the great Arabian hiftorian and geographer, was 
prince of Hamah about the year one thoufand three hundred forty-five, 
probably of the family of the fheiks of Hamah already mentioned. He 
had the title of fultan, king and prince of Hamah, and reigned three 
years, the fbvereign power being in his family. He publifhed two books, 
for which he is very famous,- one an abftraft of univerfal hiftory to his 
own time; the other of geography, with the places difpofed in tables 
according to their longitude and latitude. I had letters to the aga here, 
which I would have delivered, in order to have been excufed from pay
ing a great kaphar, if they had demanded it of me. 

As we had performed two days journey in one, and part of the caravan 
flopped at Reftoun, we flayed here all the next day, and went out of the 

town 



O N S Y R I A . 
town in the evening to lay abroad with the caravan; and ori the twenty-
third we fet out a little after midnight. Before we had gone far, we law 
all of a fudden about fifty Arab horfe coming towards us ; immediately 
every one had his fire arms ready, and it was curious to fee the footmen 
picking up ftones in a great hurry to throw with their flings, which they 
have always tyed about their waifts, and are very dextrous in the ma
nagement of them; they proved to be fome Arabs, who had been robbers, 
but having fubmitted to the government, were fettled ashoneft men. Hav
ing travelled about four leagues from Hamah, we palled by a ruined village 
on a riling ground, called Ktabai; another alfo called Afriminerra was 
mentioned ; about this place I faw a ruin like a church; and two miles tD 
the left a village called Tifin $ and a league further on the left is Trimeris j 
there are a great number of cifterns under ground about thefe places. 
At fome diftance to the weft, we faw a ridge of low hills that begin to
wards the lake of Afe. We arrived at Shehoun, which is about eight hours 
diftant from Hamah. This place, and a territory about it, is under an 
independent aga; it might be Cappareas of the Itinerary. On the 
twenty-fourth we proceeded on our journey, travelling between low 
hills, and in an hour came to Eifel Cabad, which is a ruined place with 
cifterns under it. When I was about half way between Shehoun and 
Marrah, I was told by one of Afia minor, who was in the caravan, that 
about a league and a half to the eaft there was an obelifk, fome fepul-
chres, and other ruins, which he had feen when he formerly travelled that 
that way. We went on and arrived at Marrah. 
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C H A P . XIV. 

Of MARRAH, KUPH, EL BARRAW, ROUIAH, OLD ALEPPO, 
or CHALCIS, and other places in the way to ALEPPO. 

MA R R A H , without doubt is Arra, placed thirty miles fromEpipha-
nia in the Itinerary; it maybe alfoMaronias of Ptolemy, and the 
people of this place may be the Maratocupreni, mentioned by 

Ammianus Marcellinus1, who fays, their city was deftroyed by Valens on 
account of the devaluations they committed throughout the whole coun
try. Though this place is faid to be thirty-nine miles from Epiphania, 
yet I do not take it to be above twenty-four, for the loaded beafts in the 
caravan went it in one day. I faw all along this road from Reftoun a 
great number of cifterns dug down in the rock on each fide of the way, 
to preferve the rain water, and about moft of them fome little ruins; 
fo that where-ever I obferved many of them, I concluded there had 
been fome antient village. Marrah is a very poor little town; there 
is a fine kane on the outfide of it, but nothing elfe worthy of obferva-
tion, except a beautiful fquare tower of hewn ftone built to one of 
their mofques, and a little ruin of a very old church, which feemed to 

1 Strabo, lib. xxviii. cap. 7. 
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have belonged to a building adjoining of a much later date, and might 
be either an old convent, or a Mahometan hofpitah Marrah belongs to 
an independent aga, and there is a large kaphar to be paid by Franks, 
which his people came to demand of me. I told them I had a letter 
for the aga, and that I would go and deliver it, which I found would 
not fee agreeable to them ; fb they were glad to take a fmall fum; but 
were very defirous to have got my letter; and I was informed that they 
would have deftroyed it, and then have obliged me to pay their full 
demand. 

On the twenty-fifth we fet out, and in about fix or leven hours ar
rived at Surmeen, where I went to fleep on the bulk of a mop. I had 
fent from Hamah to my friend at Aleppo, to let him know that I was 
with the caravan^ as he had preffed me to do by letter; and he was fo 
kind as to come as far as this place to meet me : He foon found me out, 
and conducted me to his tent. In the afternoon we went about three 
leagues to the north weft to Reah, a large village fituated at the north
ern foot of a ridge of hills-, which extends from this place almoft to Ha
mah. About this village, and moft of t i e others in thefe parts, there are 
great plantations of olive-trees, and they make a considerable quantity o£ 
foap of the oil of olives, which is fent into Perfia, as well as that which 
is made in Tripoli and Damaicus. We afcended the hills to the fouth, 
pafling by feveral grots, on which there were fome very imperfect re
mains of Greek infcriptions, which to me feemed to contain the names of 
the people buried there : I took notice alfo of a fine ;old arch over a foun
tain. About three quarters of the way up the hill we came to a level 
fpot where there is a fountain, and every thing made very convenient for 
thofe who come here for their pleafure: We met the aga of Reah in this 
place, with whom we drank coffee: The tent being pitched, we ftaidhere 
all night. The aga had a great entertainment at this place, and mufic; 
he fent us fome of his provifions j and I was told they were fb polite, as 
not to begin their mufic until they found we were afleep, that we might 
not be difturbed by it. 

On the twenty-fixth we went to fee feveral fine ruins of antient towns 
or villages to the fouth; in about an hour we came to Ramy, and after
wards pafled by Magefia and Amy, in all which places we faw ruins of 
villages built of hewn ftone: We at length came to Kuph, which is a 
ruined village of fuch extent that it looked like the remains of a large 
town. All the buildings in this, and the other places which I mall 
mention, are of a yellow hewn ftone, which is eafily worked; the walls 
are built of fingle ftones, and are about eighteen inches thick: They are 
neither fattened with iron, nor laid in mortar; and in this manner I 
faw feveral very beautiful walls at leaft thirty feet high, which Rood 
true, and were not in the leaft ruined in fuch a courfe of time, being 
built on a firm rocky foundation ; the ftones are worked fb fmodth that 
they join very clofe, and are laid in fuch a manner as to bind one an
other. In Kuph the buildings appear like very magnificent palaces; 
fbme of them are built round feveral courts,- I was aftonifhed to fee 
fuch buildings in a place fo retired, and in the midft of rocky hills, 
where there is no view or profpecl: of any thing delightful; but on tak
ing a nearer view of them, I concluded by whom, and for what purpofe 
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they were built. By the manner of architecture, which is not bad, they 
muft have been of the fourth or fifth century at the loweft. The crofles 
made over all the doors, are a proof that they are Chriftian buildings; 
and as there are fepulchres built near every one of the large houfes; 
thefe places muft have been antiently ufed for retirement by Chri-
ftians of diftinction in thofe primitive times, to which they might 
come in order to feparate themfelves from the world, and to meditate 
on their mortality in fight of their tombs ; and to thefe places they pro
bably withdrew in order to end their days : And fome perfons who were 
inclined to fpend their fortunes in a devout retirement might live in thefe 
folitudes, not without fome grandeur, and maintain a religious hofpita-
lity. Thefe fepulchres are very handfome fquare buildings, as repre-
fented at E, in the twenty-fourth plate j moft of them are adorned with 
Corinthian pilafters at the corners, fupporting rich entablatures; over 
which they are built in the form of a pyramid; there are generally four or 
five very large ft one coffins in them, and a fort of fteps are made up the fides 
of the pyramids to go to the top of them. Adjoining to a large palace 
there are ruins of a church built after the Syrian manner; there are alfb 
feveral burial places, which feem to have been vaults under their houfes; 
and likewife great numbers of fepulchres cut into the rock, fome 
of which have a portico before them of three or four pillars cut alfo out 
of the rock. A plan of one of thefe may be feen in the twenty-fourth 
plate at F , in which there are fix ftone cofEns. 

North of this village is a place called Elbarraw, which is only feparated Efoarraw, 
from it by a little valley: Here there is a ruinous well-built caftle, and fome 
decayed houfes, which are of no mean ftruciure; there is likewife a well 
cut down through the rock. From this place we returned partly by the 
fame way, and went about two leagues to the north eaft to a village 
called Frihay, where there are remains of fome very handfome palaces, 
one of which is almoft entire ; over the door of another there is an im
perfect Greek infcription, which feemed to contain the name of the 
matter of i t ; one fepulchral building is like thofe of Kuph, except that 
it is covered with a cupola; the others are all in a different manner, and 
feem to have made a circle on a hill, at a little diftance from the 
houfes; there are a great number of them; one is a grot cut into the 
rock; and before the entrance there is an arch about nine feet thick 
built with fingle ftones of that length, and finely turned: In the front 
of thefe arches there are fome imperfect. Greek infcriptions, which I faw 
were of a religious nature, moft of them being doxologies. Under one 
of the arches near a houfe, (in which I could fee no entrance into 
any grot) there are two or three Greek infcriptions, which feemed to be 
Pagan, but in fuch barbarous unintelligible Greek, that they were hardly 
worth tranfcribing. In all the roads about thefe places, efpecially at the 
villages, we faw fome ruins and decayed churches built with hewn ftone, 
and in the fame tafte. We returned in the evening to our tent at 
Reah 

On the twenty-feventh in the afternoon we fet out and went three 
hours eaft fouth eaft by a bad rocky road to Rouiah, called by the Franks 
old Reah ; after travelling about an hour we pafled through Kapharlate, 
where there are fome ruins and old columns, particularly a fountain co

vered 
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• vered with an arch fupported by four Doric pillars, with a Greek in-̂  
feription on i t ; we went through Montef where we faw more ruins. 

Rouiah. Rouiah is near the plain that leads from Marrah to Aleppo ; this is 
a more magnificent place than the others ; there are in it about fix or 
feven fine palaces, fome of which are almoft entire, and there are almoft 
as many churches: T h e houfes are built round courts with porticos all 
round within fupporting a gallery, which communicates with the rooms 
above, there being a door from it to every room. T h e capitals of the 
pillars, which are no bad work, are of the Corinthian and Ionic orders : 
T h e churches feem to have been more magnificent than the houfes, es
pecially three or four, which are built with three naves, the arches of 
which are fupported by pillars, and the largeft has great pillars in it of 
an oblong fquare figure, and a portico before i t ; on one fide there is 
an open building with a dome fupported by columns, which feems to 
have been a baptiftery; on the north fide of the church there is a building 
like a fmall antient temple, with an angular pediment at each end ; the 
corners are adorned with Corinthian pilafters, not of the beft workman
ship: The whole building is raifedon a fine bafement, and before it there 
is a portico, confifting only of two pillars, which are in the front between 
the fide walls that fupport the pediment; this feemed to have been a fa
mily chapel, and under it is a vault with ftone coffins, or graves cut in 
the rock: There is another of the fame kind near one of the palaces, 
with an unintelligible Greek infcription on the pediment. There are 
ruins of great buildings all round the large church, where probably 
many perfons might live in a fort of community ; and this poflibly 
might be the firft beginning of that fort of retirement in thefe parts, 
which was afterwards introduced and fettled in public communities in 
the monaftic life : One of the churches was dedicated to St. Peter and 
Paul, and has on it this infcription: 

n e T P O E Ajt« n A T A O C 

There is one fepulchre here of a very particular kind; two arches are 
turned at proper diftances, and about fix or feven feet above the ground 
a very large ftone coffin is placed on them, which is nine feet long, four 
feet ten inches wide, and five feet ten inches deep; the part below, 
which is enclofed, has in it two graves cut down in the rock: We lay 
all night at Rouiah. 

On the twenty-eighth we went to the north eaft, and in two hours, 
at Elkane, came into the high road from Marrah to Aleppo, where there 
is a good old kane ; it is about half way between Marrah and Surmeen: 
We foon left the road, and went to the north eaft to old Aleppo, afcend-
ing the hill which is over it, where there is a molque, and a fheik's 
burial place ; here we ftayed all day, and vifited the antiquities about 
the place. => 

Old Akppo, Old Aleppo is computed to be about twelve miles to the fbuth o£ 
Chakjs. Aleppo, and near two leagues to the eaft of the high road ; I take this 

place to have been Chalcis, the antient capital of the diftrid of Chalci~ 
dene, and not the antient Bercea, which, without doubt, ftood where 
Aleppo now is. Chalcis is placed in the Itinerary twenty miles from Arra, 

- 5 and 
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and eight from Beroa, though it is not fo much; but the former agrees 
very well with the diftance of thefe places : In the Tables indeed it is 
twenty-nine from Berya, which may be a miftake for nineteen. The 
road in the Tables from Antioch to Berya, joins at Chalcis with the road 
of the Itinerary from Emefa to Beroa ; and now the common road from 
Hems is not far from it, and the road of the Arabs is clofe by it. The 
reafon why the road has been changed is probably becaufe it might not 
lb fafe on account of robbers. Ptolemy places Chalcis twenty minutes 
fouth of Beroea, all which diftances are too great, it being but fixteen 
miles from this place to Aleppo, round by Kan Touman. The true 
Arabian name of this town was Kennafierin, and it is Co called at this time ; 
the Arab writers alfo call the northern part of Syria by this name, ac
cording to their divifion of the country, and the gate of Aleppo that 
goes out this way has the fame name ; and it is probable, that the Arabs 
finding Chalcis a flouriming city, and a capital of a divifion of Syria 
among the antients, might make it the capital of the northern part of Sy
ria, and call that diftrid: by the lame name, which the natives origi
nally gave to the city; the Greeks probably giving it another name, 
ufed only by themfelves: It was no inconfiderable city in the time of the 
antients, being the ftrong hold of the extenfive country called Marlyas. 
The remains of it are about a mile fouth of the river of Aleppo, which 
is called the Cai£, and runs at the foot of the hills which are between this 
place and that city. The courfe of this river feems formerly to have been 
on a lower ground nearer the old city, and to have been carried higher, 
in order to water fome lands: As this place was called Chalcis ad Be-
lum, it is not unlikely that Belus was the name of this river, unlefs it 
might be the name of the mountains near it, which are now called 
Sheik Aite ; there are fome remains of the foundations of the city 
walls, which are about ten feet thick ; they are not above a mile in cir* 
cumference, and were built with fquare towers at equal diftances: At the 
fouth eaft fide of the city is a raifed ground, on which there are foundations 
of an antient caftle, which was about half a mile in circumference, and 
they fay, that there are three wells in i t ; all now is a confufed heap of 
Tuins, except on the north eaft fide without the town, where on an ad
vanced ground there are foundations of an oblong fquare building, which 
might be a temple. There is a high hill to the weft of the city, on which 
the fortrefs probably ftood, which was the great defence of all this coun
try : On the top of it there are three or four very fine large citterns, like 
arched vaults, cut down in the rock, with a hole in the top to draw up 
the water, and fteps down to them on one fide -y there is likewife a 
mofque on a mount, which is the higheft part of the hill, where I law 
fome fragments of Chriftian Greek infcriptions; and at the eaft end of the 
mofque are the foundations of a femicircular building, which convinced 
me that it had been a church : At the foot of this hill to the north 
there is cut over the door of a grotto a fpread eagle in relief^ 
which might be a work of the Romans, probably during the govern
ment of the Flavian family, who might be benefactors to the city, as 
the name of it was changed in compliment to fome of them, probably 
Trajan ; for there is a medal of this city, with Trajan's head on it, and 
this reverfe, $A. XAAKIAEI2N. From the top of this hill I faw the 
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minaret of the mofque in the caftle of Aleppo, though there are high 
mountains between thefe places. We fet out on the twenty-ninth, and 
went along by the river to the high road from Damafcus, and came to 
Kan-Touman in that road, which is fix miles from Aleppo. This kane* 
they fay, was built by Touman Bey, the laft mamaluke fultan of iEgypt, 
but I do not know what authority they have for i t ; there are fome 
fmall brafs cannon on the walls of the kane: Paffing over this hill we 
came into the open uneven country, in which Aleppo ftands. We 
encamped in a garden at Rambuta near a league from Aleppo. Seve-
val friends came out to dine with us, and in the evening the conful 
lent his chancellor, dragoman, and chous or mefienger, with his com
pliments, and we all went together to Aleppo, paying the compliment 
of alighting at the conful's houfe, and when I had paid my reipe&s to 
him I retired to the houfe of my friend. 

C H A P . XV, 

Of ALEPPO. 

^ T A I T ^ H E country in which Aleppo ftands is uneven in many parts, 
po. 1 and yet, with regard to the mountains, it may be looked on as 

a plain. It is bounded to the north by mount Taurus, to the 
weft by mount Amanus, and to the eaft by the Euphrates, ftretching 
away to the fouth beyond the valley of fait, as far as the large barren 
deferts of Palmyra, and is partly bounded to the fouth by the hills which 
we pafled over. The country about Aleppo is a rocky free ftone, and 
the foil is fhallow. 

Aleppo. Aleppo itielf is fituated partly on the plain, and partly on two or three 
Its walls, rifing grounds ; it is encompafled with walls of hewn ftone, which are 

thought to be moftly of the mamaluke building ; thefe walls are not above 
three miles in circumference, but there are great fuburbs, especially to the 
north, fo that the whole cannot be much lefs than five miles in compafs. 

oidBercea. Aleppo is generally thought to be the old Bercea, and though there are 
very few marks of antiquity about it, yet they are fufficient to prove 
that there was an antient town here. I was informed, that they fre
quently find marble pillars a confiderable depth in the earth to the north 

Caftie. eaft of the caftle, where the old town probably flood. One of the hills 
to the north of the town feems to be railed by art into a high mount, 
on which the caftle of Aleppo ftands; and the foflee is near half a mile 

Buildings, in circumference. The ftreets and bazars, or fhops, are laid out like 
thole of Damafcus; it is efteemed one of the beft built cities through
out all the Turkifh dominions; the houfes being of hewn free ftone, 
and there are fbme mofques and kanes efpecially, which are very mag
nificent j feveral of the former having large domes to them. But the 
buildings are not high in proportion to the fize, and the domes are railed 
£o little above them, that they appear low and flat, though built with 
great expence. 

x The 
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The Jews and Chriftians of the country live in one of the fuburbs, 

and the Franks in one quarter of the city: The houfes being all terraced 
over, they can go from houfe to houfe on the top of them, where 
they do not think proper to make up any fence; and when they do, 
they frequently have doors through them ; and the air of Aleppo is fo 
fine, that the people lie on the tops of their houfes during the rummer 
feafon. On the north and weft fides of the town, at fome little di-
ftance, runs the river Caie, which, though a fmall dirty ftream, yet 
palling through the gardens, makes them very pleafant; this river is loft 
in a morafs about four miles to the eaft of old Aleppo. The gardens 
produce a great variety of fruit j there are fmall houfes in them, to which 
company often retire for fome weeks in the fummer ; and thefe gardens 
may be hired at any time for a party of pleafure. The water which they 
ufe for drinking is brought about four miles from the north by an aque
duct on the ground, and in fome parts, where there are little hills, the^ 
water runs under ground, in the manner as defcribed near Damafcus; the 
water here has a certain quality, which makes ftrangers, who drink of it, 
break out in blotches, and they have generally three or four about their 
hands and arms, which contiue half a year, or a year, and are very trou-
blefbme; fome have not this diforder till after they have lived there many 
years ; and it is obferved, that the natives have it once, and that it com
monly appears in their faces ; nor is there any remedy found againft i t : 
Among the Englifh it goes by the name of the Mai of Aleppo. The Alep-
pines are reckoned a fubtle people, and the Turks both merchants and 
others value themfelves much on appearing, and being efteemed as gen
tlemen under the title of Cheleby. The pafha of the northern part of Syria, 
refides here, and is called the pafha of Aleppo ; it is a good pafhalic, and 
the people fubmit quietly when their governor fqueezes their purfes ; and 
their tyranny this way often falls very heavily on their Chriftian fub-
je&s. 

Aleppo is the great mart for all Perfian goods, efpecially for raw filks; Trade. 
a large caravan comes from Balfora or Bofra, on the Euphrates, which 
is ufually a month on the road. This trade has however much decayed 
fince the Perfian war, on which the filk commonly brought from Afia 
Minor to this place, began to be carried to Smyrna ; and the bufinefs of 
filk and woollen carpets, which were made in the north part of Perfia 
towards Tauris, almoft entirely decayed ; and the communicacation 
this way being cut off, the demand gradually leflened, till the art it 
felf was almoft loft. They fend to Europe fine goats hair of Perfia, iii 
order to make hats. They manufacture alfo many burdets of the 
fame kind as thofe of Damafcus, but not in fb great perfection, and 
fend them all over Turkey, and to Europe : This place is alfo famous 
for piftachio nuts, of which they have great orchards of a better kind 
than thofe that grow wild, and they are fent to all parts: The import is 
chiefly Venetian and Leghorn wrought filks, tin, many fmall wares from 
Europe, and Englifh and French cloths. The Englifh fa&ory was fet
tled here about the time of queen Elizabeth; it is of late much de* 
cayed, which is owing to the perfection and cheapnefs of the French 
manufacture, fo that there are not above fix or feven Englifh houfes here 
at prefent. The Dutch have a conful, and two houfes, but their trade 

is 
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is almoft entirely loft. This is the moft famous place in Turkey for 
making tents. 

About half a mile north of Aleppo, there is a convent of dervifhes, 
pleafantly fituated on a riling ground; there is in it a fine mofque co
vered with a dome; and many tall cyprefs trees, growing about the con
vent, make it appear a more pleafant place at a diftance than it really 
i s ; there being a great want of verdure in the country round about i t : 
Thefe dervifhes are not of the dancing fort, but there is another com
munity of them at Aleppo, who exercife their devotion that way, 

On the fouth eaft fide of the town are feveral magnificent fepulchres 
of the Mamaluke times; they are indeed mofques, which the great per
sons, whilft they were alive, built to depofite their bodies in : The 
buildings generally confift of a portico built on three fides of a court 
with pillars, in a very coftly and magnificent manner, with a grand gate

w a y in front ; oppofite to this is the mofque, which is generally covered 
with a dome ; and the mirab or niche, that directs them which way to 
pray, is very often made of the fineft marbles, fomething in the manner 
of mofaic work. In one of the burial places, to the eaft of the walls of 
the city, they fay the body of Campfbn Gaur is depofited, who was fuc-
ceeded as fultan of iEgypt by Touman Bey, the laft prince of the Ma
maluke fucceflion; he was defeated and killed near this place in a battle 
with fultan Selim. About a league alfo eaft of Aleppo, a remarkable 
battle was fought between Tamerlane and the fultan of iEgypt, in which 
the former, according to his ufual fuccefs, vanquifhed his enemy. 

The Armenians, Greeks, Syrians, and Maronites, have each a church 
in Aleppo, which are all in the fame quarter of the town. The Arme
nians and Greeks have a bifhop in this city ; the latter, excepting about a 
hundred families, are of the Roman Greek church. 

The Jewifh fynagogue feems to have been an old church, and fome 
part of the walls of it are remains of an antient building that was 
adorned with very good Corinthian pilafters, and probably was built 
when Chriftianity was firft eftablifhed by the temporal power. There is 
a mofque with Corinthian pillars in it of a Gothic tafte, which, they fay, 
was a church; and adjoining to it are remains of a portico or cloyfter in 

- a better ftyle; it is near the great mofque, which, they fay, was the ca
thedral church, and is built round a very large court ; fo that probably 
the other was fbme building belonging to it. 

I faw in Aleppo a bronze ftatue of Minerva, about two feet and a 
half high, but the head has been broken off. It is reprefented in the 
twenty-third plate m. 

TheEnglifh pafs their time here very agreeably; and in the excurfions 
which they make for pleafure they are commonly refpe&ed by the A-
rabs, Curdeens and Tiircomen, there being very few inftances of their 
having been plundered by them. They live very fbciably with one an
other, and pafs two or three days in the week either in the gardens, or 
under a tent in the country, or elfe amufe themfelves in the feafon with 
country diverfions. 

I had a very good profpecl: of going from Aleppo to Palmyra: Having 
mentioned to the conful the defire I had to make this journey, he told 

* This ftatue belongs to Mr. Herbert Hyde, who has it now in London. 
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rne, that it was a very fortunate time for m e ; the flieik, or, as the Eli~ 
ropaeans call him, the king of Palmyra, being at Aleppo, and that he 
had a very good intereft in him; he was accordingly applied to, and laid, 
that if I would ftay fome time till the heat of the feafon was over, he 
would take care that I ftiould fee every thing without the leaft danger: 
It is probable he forefaw what was coming upon him; for fbon afterwards 
I heard that he had been fopplanted by another governor. 

C H A P . XVI. 

Of ANTAB J and of ROMKALA, on the Euphrates. 

I Set out on the fourteenth of Auguft northward for Antab, and went 
about a league by the aqueduct, in order to join the caravan a tHa-
fan, where we lay all night. On the fifteenth we fet forward, and 

foon came to the fountain that fupplies the aqueduct, which rifes in 
a round bafin about thirty feet in diameter; the waters are railed by a 
wall built round it: There is another ftream that rifes further off, and 
here unites with this ; in about an hour and a quarter we paffed by 
Haflan-pama. Having travelled above two hours further, I faw Arface 
at about thediftance of fix miles to the weft, in the way from Aleppo 
to Corus. Arface is thought by fome to be Minniza, of the Itinerary^ 
twenty two miles from Beroea, and twenty from Cyrrhus. Khillis is 
another confiderable town this way which I did not fee; it is computed 
to be thirty fix miles north of Aleppo, and about as many fouth weft of 
Antab; it is at the foot of mount Taurus, and is now a noted mart for 
cottons. At the diftance of ten or fifteen miles from it, in the moun
tains to the north and north weft, there are three or four paries defended 
by caftles, conje&ured, from the architecture, to have been built about the; 
time of Juftinian, probably to keep the robbers of the mountains in or
der. A few years ago the porte made a pafha of Khillis, in order to 
reftrain the Curdeens, who entirely defeated h im; and it is now under 
the ufual government of an aga ; there are no remains of antiquity about 
it, but as they find feveral medals there, it is probable, that it was an 
antient town, and it might be Chanuma in the Tables, though it may 
be objected that the Tables make it twenty miles from Cyrrho, whereas 
the place now called Corus, fuppofed to be the antient Cyrrhus, is but 
ten miles weft and by north from Khillis. The Itinerary makes Cyrrho 
forty four miles from Beroea, and places Minniza between them, twenty 
miles from the latter, which confirms the opinion that it was at Arface. 
Cyrrhus was the antient capital of the country called from it Cyrrheftica. 
Corus, is computed to be about thirty fix miles north north weft of 
Aleppo ; the rivers Sabon and Ephreen run near the townn . There -are 

n The Ephreen, or Afrin, I imagine, Fell into of Strabo : I do not certainly know whether the 
the lake of Antioch, running under the bridge Sabon runs into the Ephreen or not, though it 
called Morat-Pafha; but a gentleman, who has is reprefented fb -, if it falls into the lake of An-
often travelled thofc roads, fays, it falls into a tioch, it is probable that it runs -under the 
lake near Herem to the eaft of that lake. It bridge called Morat-Pafha. 
may be conjectured, that this was the Labotas 
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t-onfiderable remains of the antient city. About a league further We 
paffed through Ahtareen where there is an old kane; the inhabitants 
had left the place on account of the ravages of the Curdeens ; fome of 
-them being gone to Aleppo, and others to Killis ; there is a little hill 
to the north of the town, round which there is a wall of large rough 
ilones, which is fifteen feet high, and, without doubt, ferved as a for-
trefs; andlfawfuch hills near many of the villages, on which theydoubt-
lels fortified themfelves againft the incurfions of robbers. In about an 
Hour and a half we came to Zelehef, which is computed to be eight 
hours from Aleppo, ten from Antab, and three from Killis. which is under 
the hills to the north weft. It was .with great difficulty I got into a 
houfe ; for they apprehended that we were foldiers, whom they expect
ed there, to levy fome taxes on them;. but when they were undeceived, 
I was lodged with the chief man in the village. 

On the fixteenth we went forward, travelling thro5 the fame fort of defert 
country, as it chiefly appeared to be in the way from Aleppo, tho' as the 
riarveft was paft, and they probably pull up the corn by the roots, the 
country might appear worfe than it really is ; but there were very few trees 
to be ieen in all this road. After three hours we entered in between low 
hills, and went an hour through a fine narrow valley of a good fou>and 
then going over the hills, we came into the plain of Sejour, thro' which 
there runs a river of the lame name to the eaft: The village of Sejour 
as beyond this ftream at the foot of a little hill. We paffed over three 
channels cut from this ftream, in order to carry the water into the river 
of Aleppo, over which we pafled about a mile further ; it is here a larger 
river than it is at Aleppo, many ftreams being carried out of it below to 
water the country ; as I was informed it rifes about two hours fouth eaft 
of Antab: Some Englifh gentlemen went to the place which is called 
Hajar-Yadereen or Gadjeia, where they faw the rife of it from about 
forty fprings near one another; another rivulet runs above it, which, 
they fuppofed, was the Sejour : There was an opinion in Golius's time 
that thefe fprings came from the Euphrates. We went over fome low 
hills in the plain called Zaal-houn, and paffed a river of that name, 
which rifes about an hour to the weft, and runs eaft ward ; we came to 
the village of Zaal-houn, where we flayed all night, and on the feven-
teenth proceeded on our journey, and after travelling an hour, we went 
up the hills by a gentle afcent, and paffed over two ftreams: In about 
an hour we defcended the hills, paffed a flcirt of the valley, and left 
the village of Murravan on the right; near which is Orrour, a village of 
Armenians, who have a church there ; we afcended the hill, and came 
down on Antab. The Arabic language is fpoke very little north of 
Aleppo: About half way between that place and Antab we came to a 
village that talked Arabic, and foon after to another that fpoke Turkifh ; 
but moft of them tinderftand both languages. I had a letter to an Ar
menian merchant at Antab, who came to fee me, mewed me every 
thing about the town, and entertained me that evening in a very ele
gant manner at his houfe. 

Antab is thought to be the antient Antiochia ad Taurum in Coma-
gena, which was erecled into a fmall kingdom by the Romans, when 
they made the reft of Syria a province. This town is fituated on two 
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hilh, and the valley between them, and is about three miles in circunV 
ference'; the fmall river Sejour runs by the town, and is conveyed to 
the higher parts of it by aqueducts carried round the hills, which branch 
out from the river above the town; there are many fine fprings that rife 
about this place. The air of Antab is efteemed to be very good; the peo
ple live moftly on the hills, and have their mops in the valley ; which 
being built at the foot of the hills, and having flat roofs, one infenfibly 
defcends upon them, and on the covered ftreets which are between 
them ; fo that it furprifes any one when he imagines that he is walking 
on the ground, to look down through holes, which give light to the 
ftreets, and fee people walking below. 

There is a ftrong old caftle on a round hill, with a deep fofiee about The caftk 
it cut out of the rock; it is in one refpect different from all thefe kind 
of cafties I have feen: For within the foffee there is a covered way4 the 
bottom of which is about the lame height with the ground on the out^ 
fide of the fofiee; great part of it is cut out of the rock, the reft be
ing built and arched with hewn ftone ; from this covered way the hill 
is cafed all the way up with hewn ftone, as defcribed at Hems. They have 
liere a confiderable manufacture of coarfe ftamped callicoes. The Chri-
ftians are all of the Armenian communion, as they are every where to 
the north of Aleppo: They have a church here, and fpeak Turkifh, as 
they do in almoft all the villages between Aleppo and Antab; and from 
this place northward the Arabic language is not fpoken. As they find 
many medals here, it is a proof of the antiquity of this city ; they are 
chiefly of the Syrian kings, and fome alfo of the kings of Cappadocia: 
This town is in the high road to Ezroun, or Erzeron, which is towards 
the rile of the Euphrates, at the diftance of ten days journey. It is fup-
pofed that Erzeron is the old Theodofiopolis, and that it changed its name, 
when the people of Artze near it retired to that place, after their town 
was deftroyed. At a place called Serpent, among the mountains, about 
fix hours to the north, they find a fort of marble, that has been thought 
to refemble porphyry; I procured a piece of i t ; it is a marble of a very 
pale red colour, with fome fmall fpots in it of white, and a deeper red, 
and of a pale yellow. 

On the feventeenth, about two hours before midnight, I fet out to- Journey t$ 
wards the Euphrates, in company with two Turks, who were going ° 
that way, there being fome danger in the road: We pafied the river Se
jour, travelled an hour between the hills, and as long through a plain: 
We afterwards afcended for about two hours between the hills, and de-
(bended into a narrow valley, in which we were under fome apprehen-
fions, as it had ufually been a harbour for rogues. In .about an hour 
we came to the village of Aril, by which there runs a ftream of the 
fame name: We came to another valley, pafled by Carrat, and having 
gone about an hour and a half further, came to Hyam, where we fepofed 
in a grove near a fpring, until about four in the evening; this place 
is famous for a large fort of imperial pears called the Hyam pears. We 
afcended a fteep hill, and having travelled on the top of the rocky 
mountains for about two hours, defcended into a valley ; on the fur* 
ther fide of it is a village, which is moftly under ground, called the vil* 
lage of piftachio nuts, becaufe piftachio trees grow wild about it * We 

5 pafied 
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parted over mountains, and came into another valley, and going.up the 
hills again, arrived at Jobar, where we ftayed all night ; and as there 
was. a Turkifh man and woman of this village in our company, we were 
received with much civility ; and after fupper, the whole village came 
an4 &t round the carpet, and one of them played on a tambour, and 
fung a Curdeen fong. . , : 

On the nineteenth we travelled half an hour on the hill, and de
scended into a deep vale, in which the river Simeren runs; from this 
vale we afcended up to Roml^aia, which is about twelve leagues to the 
eaft north eaft of Antab. This road is moftly over mountains, which 
may be reckoned the foot of mount Taurus. r , , . , 

Romkak. Romkala [The Greek caftle] is fituated on the Euphrates: The river 
Simeren, which comes from the weft, and falls into the Euphrates at this 
place, feems to be the river Singas, which, according to Ptolemy,, runs 
into the Euphrates in the fame degree of latitude, in which Antiochia ad 
Taurum is fituated, though indeed this place is more to the north than 
that city. Ptolemy fays, that the river Singas riles at the mountain of 
Pieria j I was informed that this river rifes about two hours from Antab, 
and it is probable Singa was at the rife of it. If this was the Singas, Samo-
iata, the capital of Comagena, was fixteen minutes north of it, according to 
Ptolemy; but I could find no account of any ruins of that place,, which is 
laid to be forty miles to the fouth of the cataracts of the Euphrates, 
wjbere it paries mount Taurus; I could get no account of thefe catara&s; 
they are probably only fbme fmall falls of water, occafioned by recks that 
crofs the hed of the river. Samofata is famous for having given birth to 
tuc ian , and Paulus Samofatenus, the heretical bifhop of Antioch • it was 
alfo the ftation of the feventh Roman legion. If-the river at Romkala 
was the Singas, Zeugma, according to Ptolemy, was twenty minutes 
ibuth of it, which agrees very well with the fituation of that place. For 
after I had left Beer, I enquired if there was any place on the Euphrates 
of that name 5 and I was informed, that about twelve miles above Beer 
there was a place called Zima j and afking if there were any figns of a 
bridge there, I was allured, that, when the water is low, they^fee on each 
fide of the river, the ruins of a pier, which may poflibly be the remains 

f. of this bridge. It is probable, that there was no town at the mouth of 

the river Singas, becaufe Ptolemy mentions none on the Euphrates in 
the fame latitude, but puts down Urima as ten miles to the north, and 
Arudis as five miles fouth. , 

Caftle of The caftle of Romkala, though much ruined, is worthy of the cu-
Romkaia. ^of^y 0 f a traveller; it was probably the work of the Greek emperors, 

from whom it may have received its name. This caftle was probably in 
the country called Cyrrheftica, becaufe Urima, ten miles north of it, was 
in that part of Syria; that is, on a fuppofition that the river which falls 
into the Euphrates here, was the river Singas. The caftle is fituatedat the 
north end of a chain of mountains over the river ; the mountain here is 
narrow, and the part on which the caftle ftands is feparated from the moun
tains to the fouth, by a very extraordinary deep fofiee cut in the rock; 
it is laid, there was a defign to have funk it fo low, that part of the 
river Simeren mould have run that way,, and made the place an ifland, 
which feems not to be fb difficult as what has been already done. 

? The 
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The afcent is on the weft fide, where there are four terraces cut in the" 
rock one over another, with a gateway to each of them, fome of which 
are double, many of them are entirely cut--out of the rock, and others 
only in par t ; the terraces are made with a gentle afcent, and fteps 
dfrom one terrace to another; there is alfb a great afcent within the~cafrle 
walls. There are two churches in the caftle; the lower one feems to be 
the more antient, and confifts of three naves ; the weft end of the middle 
nave is adorned with an angular pediment, and the fide ones with a half 
pediment, which from this appears to be the ftyle of the Greeks; and it 
may be fuppofed that Palladio borrowed this kind of architecture from them. 
On the top of the hill there are fome very magnificent old buildings, and a . 
fmall church in a Gothic tafte, tho' very grand. This church on fome cer
tain days is much refbrted to by the neighbouring Chriftians, and is called 
Der Nafite, from which one would imagine, that there was antientlya 
convent here: This church is almoft a fquare; and there are two chapels 
on each, fide of the high altar; the afcent to the church is by a flight of 
eight fteps on each fide to a landing place; at the bottom of thefe. 
flights, there are two great b&agon pillars with Gothic capitals. 4. 

Another curiofity in this caftle, is a very large well,, which is now 
partly filled u p ; they fay, that the bottom of it was on a level with t i e 
bed of the Euphrates, from which it was fupplied; and when the river 
is low, they fee fome ft one work of the canal that conveyed the water 
to it, and there are private paflages down to the river. The rock to the; 
north eaft and fouth is cut down perpendicular, and the wall is built on 
it. The whole caftle, which is about half a mile in compafs, is entire-f
ly built of hewn ftone rufticated. This caftle has been made ufe of b$ 
the Turks as a place of banifhment for great men in difgrace; and when; 
I was there, it was the hard fate of lonam Cogia to be confined in it9. 
who had been captain bafha- or high admiral of the grand fignor's forces/ 
and was an old experienced officer of great abilities. 

The Euphrates, called by the Turks Morad, and by the Arabs Fara^The Eu; 
is here confined between hills, and is not above a furlong broad in thispbmcs* 
place ; this river rifes much after rains, and fometimes even to the 
height of fifteen feet perpendicular: There are high clifts on each fide, 
from which there is a defcent to the river by fandy banks. The water 
is of a pale green colour, and the bed of a fpangling fand. T h e 
ferry boats here are very deep: The ftern of them is broad, and being 
left open for the cattle to go in, appear like a common boat with one 
end cut off. 

VOL. IL Part I. BC C H A P . 



*5* O B S E R V A T I O N S 

C H A P. XVII. 
50P0TAMIA in general; of OURFA, the antient 

EDESSAJ and of BEER. 

Mefopo- ^XXiTTE crofled the Euphrates at Romkala into Mesopotamia on the 
tamia' '' V y nineteenth. This country had the fame name among the He-

-" • brews as Syria, being called A a m , and alfo Padan Aram, tho* 
Ibmetimes it is more plainly diftinguifhed from Syria by being called 
Aram-Naharaim, or Aram of the rivers % 

• From the Euphrates we afcended the hills through plantations of 
pftaehio nuts, and travelling about an hour and a half in a ftony road, 
came to an Armenian village called Gibeen, where there is a very an
tient church well built of hewn ftone ; there is alfo aa enclofufe of 
liigh walls to the fouth of it, where there leem to have been lodgings 
for monks, for they have a tradition that it was a monaftery ; and with
out the village 'there are ruins of another church near a large cemetery, 
where the graves are cut into the rock, and have ftone covers over them. 
^There are a^great nu mber of vineyards near the village, which bear excellent 
grapes. The priefts here were very civil to us., and I hired a Ghriftian that 
belonged to the church to go with us to Ourfa: We went about an 
hour to 5. fmall village called Ana , where a great Turk was building a 
large noiife out of the ruins of an old church and convent. We went 
on about two nours, and came to a fummer village of country people, 
whole ;huts Were made of loofe ftones covered with reeds and boughs; 
their winter village being on the fide of a hill a t fome diftance, conflft.-
ihg of very low'houfes. They chufe thefe places for the convenience of 
being with their cattle, and that they may be more out of the high 
road. At fifft they were afraid left we were people belonging to the 
palha, who had lately taken away two men by force out of their village 
to Cend them to the war 5 but when they knew who we were, they were 
vety well iatisfied; and I lay on my carpet near one of their houfes. 

On the twentieth we came in an hour to a village called Negrout, 
where there is an old well built church; in an hour more we paffed by 
iCifetbourgd, and defcending into a narrow valley, .came in an hour to 
Bebd-boUrg, where 1 faw the ruins of a church, and a little further tbofe 
of another, and beyond this fome ruins on a hill; we travelled an hour 
and came to Goloufha, and in half an hour more to Dagouly, and after
wards to Zoumey at the fame diftance, and going half a league further 
we came to an encampment of Rufhowins, a fort of herdfmen; thefe 
were Curdeens. Here we flayed part of the day near one of their tents. 
We went about four hours along a plain, paffing near feve,ral villages; 
we afcended a hill, and in half an hour came to fome confiderable ruins 
on a hill to the left, at the foot of which there is a ruined church. 
Travelling an hour further we came to another ruined place called Rulik, 
wiiere there were two houfes, jone of which feemed to be built on a 

• Gen. xxiv. 10. Deut. xxiii. 4. 
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fepulchre, with an arched entrance, and near them is a church alrnoft 
entire. Here fome Curdeen Rufhowms were taking care of their corn, 
and one of them fhewed us the way to their tents, which were- near a 
mile further, and very numerous 4 we were weH received by them, and 
they brought us a fort of igrout and four milk. They performed fome 
ceremonies of beating pans, and praying, which they told me was on 
account of fome change of the moan : I lay near fome of their tents^ 

On the twenty-firft we fet out, and after travelling fome time we 
came to the head of a rivulet called Burac^ we went along a vale, and 
came to a cauleway about ten feet high, made with hewn ftone, which 
feemed to bean antient work; beyond it there is a wide arch turned ofet 
the rivulet, which ferves both for a bridge and aqueducT: to convey the 
water to Qurfa. This bridge is very near the city walls, ^nd there Are 
two more of the feme H s d further to the north^ which convey the wk-
ter to the higher parts of the town. 

We arrived at Qurfa, where I was recommended to a Turk, and alfo 
to a Chriftian, who was fecretary to the pafha; he prefied me to go homt 
witjb 'him, where I was jhandfomely entertained on the terrace of Jas 
fjonfe, and took up my lodging with him. 

Thisplaee is called Onrfa by the Arabs, but the Turks give i t the name df Ourft. 
itoiha or Rouha. It is generally agreed to be the antient city dfEdefla ; and 
many learned men, and the ^ess^nniverfaliy are of opinion, that it is Ur;$f 
the Chaldees. The latter fay, that this place is called in fcripture ®ttp* 
caidin, that is, the fire of Chaldaea, out of which, they fay, God 
brought Abraham; and an this account the Talmudifts affirm, that Abra* 
ham was here cafe into the ike , and was miraculoufly delivered. This 
place 'feems to have retained its antient name, as many others have denies 
Bdefia being the name given it by the Greeks : However the tisane-
this city feems to have been changed in honour of one of the kings of lhr* 
ria, of the name of Antiocfaas, and to have been called Antiochia. Ij^e 
femous fountainCkUirrhoe: being here, diftinguifhed this cityfrom others 
byrJbenanieofAiitiochiaadCallirrhoen, and there are medals which were 
ftruck with this name, though, if it had not been explained by Pfitry *, 
it would be difficult to have known what place was meant. This city is 
remarkable on account of die death of the emperor CaracaUa. 

Gurfa is built on part of two hills, and in die valley between tbigrn, 
at the fouth weft corner of a fine plain, which appears more beautiful, 
becaiife all the other parts about it are rocky, or mountainous; the 
town is about three miles in circumference, encompafied with antient 
walls, ^defended by fquare towers. On the north fide there is a very 
deep fofiee, which feems to be the bed of a winter torrent coming from 
the weft y on the caft this fbnee is not fb deep, there being much mo-
rajfy ground, on that fide : The hiM en which the caftle Hands is to'tfce 
ibt&h-: Some parts of the town are tolerably wefl built, though it is not 
weJL laid jaut. The great beauty of i t confifts in fome fine fprmgs, thai 
rife very plentifully between two bills, and at the very walls of the citjp 
One is confined ib as to form a fine oblong fcjuare bafon of water, 

"' P Arabia Iupra3i6fa habet oppida, Edeflam^ a fonte •nominatarn j CarrascladeQafli nobtfes* 
qoe quondam Aotiochia dicetetur, Callirrhocn Plin. Nat. lib. v. 21. 
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is very clear, and full of fifh, which fwim about in fhoalsj the Maho
metans not permitting any of them to be caught. There is a walk on 
the fouth fide of it, and on the north a very beautiful mofque, and an 
open colonade between the court that belongs to it, and the water ; they 
have fome ftory, that Abraham came here after he would have facrificed 
his fon, and the fpring rofe on his coming to this place: One part of 
the mofque is efteemed very holy, and it would be exceedingly difficult 
for any Chriftian to obtain leave to go into it, At a fmall diftance fouth 
of this there is an irregular bafon of water full of fifh likewife; from 
each of them a ftream runs eaft ward through the city, and ferves for 
common ufes, and to water their gardens; thefe waters are very foul 
when they have parted the city. Thefe waters is now called Ariklan^ 
and muft be the famous Callirrhoe of the antients ; and probably may be 
the river Scirto, mentioned by an author 5 of later date, as warning the; 
walls of the town. 

The caftle is fituated on the fouth fide of the city, at the beginning of 
a chain of hills which run fouthward: The afcent is very fteep, and 
there is a deep foffee cut Jnto the rock on three fides of i t ; the caftle ii 
about half a mile in circumference, but there is nothing remarkable in 
it, except two very lofty Corinthian pillars with their bafes, the capitals 
of which are fine; the columns confift of twenty-fix ftones, each about 
one foot fix inches thick; they are probably the remains of a portico 
belonging to fome large temple. There is a tradition that the throne of 
Nimrod ftood on thefe pillars; it is certain however, that Tamerlane 
erected fome trophies on them. From this caftle there is a very delight
ful profpect of the city, the water, the gardens, and the fine plain to the 

. riorth, which make it in every refpect a very charming place. Towards 
the eaft end of the city I faw fome Corinthian pillars Handing which 
might belong to a temple: To the fouth of the caftle the hills are higher. 
There are a great number of fepulchral grots cut in them for a confider
able way, which are a proof that this was a very populous city in an-* 
tient times. Some ecclefiaftical hiftorians mention, that Abgarus, king 
of Edefla, fent a letter to our Saviour; and there is a ciftern near the 
town, concerning which they have a confufed ftory, that the meflenger 
who was returning with an anfwer from our Saviour, being attacked by 
rogues, dropped the letter into this ciftern; and, they fay, the waters of 
it fince that time have had an extraordinary virtue, efpecially in all foul 
and fcrophulous diforders ; but the truth of this whole ftory has been 
much queftioned. There are feveral medals found here of the kings of 
Edefia, of the name of Abgarus, whofe crown or tiara is of a very parti
cular form. 

This place is the refidence of a pafha, who not only commands 
the greateft part, if not all Mefbpotamia, but alfb a confiderable 
tract of country to the weft of it as far as Antab: There is a 
great trade in this place, as it is the only town in all thefe parts for a 
confiderable diftance, and as it is the great thoroughfare into Perfia. 
They prepare Turky leather here, efpecially the yellow fort, for which 
they were formerly famous. There are a confiderable number of Arme
nian Chriftians in the city who have two churches, one large one in the 

* Procopius ii. 7. 
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eity, the other at fome diftance from it- in the latter they fhewed me 
the tomb of a great faint, whom they call Ibrahim. As Ephraim Syrus 
was a deacon of Edefla, it may be concluded that it is the tomb of that 
father of the church. 

Ourfa is about three days jourriey from Diarbeck, which is fituated bri Diarbeck, 
the Tigris, and probably is Dorbeta of Ptolemy, mentioned as the molt 
northern place on the Tigris, and thirty minutes north of Edefla; it gives 
the name of the Diarbeekier to all this country: The Tigris is navigable 
from Diarbeck to Mouful, faid to be the antient Nineveh ; from that 
city to Bagdat they carry on the navigation with floats of timber tied 
together on fkins of fheep and goats filled with wind ; the goods which 
they carry are moftly hemp, foap, coarfe callicoes, which they weave arid" 
print there, and Turkey leather, efpecially the yellow fort, which they 
make in great perfection. The Capuchins have a fmall convent at Diar
beck ; there are a great number of Armenians in that town, who tall" 
the place Keramit. 

The Tables place Carres twenty fix miles from EdefTa, which is, with' carne Hars 
out doubt, the town now called Harrah or Heren. This place is remark-ran-
able for the entire defeat of CrafTus and the Roman army, by Sureria the' 
Parthian general r. The Jews fay, that this Harran is Haran of the 
holy fcripture s, to which Terah the father of Abraham went up with 
his family from Ur of the Ghaldees, and died there *. St. Jerom alfo is 
of the fame opinion, and many other authors of great credit; and the 
prefent name feems to confirm it. 

On the twenty-fecond of Auguft We fet out to the fbuth weft, and 
travelled through a country very thinly inhabited: We went half an 
hour in a fine paved road on the fide of a hill over a narrow valley, 
and travelling along vales and over hills for about five hours, we paflecf 
by fome cottages, where they were fanning their corn ; we then enterr 

' ed a narrow vale between the hills, and came into a plain, in whicli 
we dined near a well: We went on to Chermelick, which was formerly, 
a large village, but now there remain in it only two or three cottages; a 
kane, and a handfome mofque: To the north of it there is a fine rivulet^ 
and to the weft of the village a hill, on which, they fay, there was'a 
fort held for fome time by a rebel pafha.* We went about an hour arid a 
half to an encampment of Rufhowins, called Kolejoly; I lay near one 
of their tents. On the twenty-third we travelled over a plain, came in 
three hours to a defcent, and travelled two hours more through an 
uneven country encompafled with hills, in which we pafled the beds of 
feveral winter torrents. We came to the hill over Beer, where there is a 
fine fpring which is conveyed down to the gardens of Beer, and to every 
part of the town. 

Beer is computed to be about fifteen leagues weft fouth Weft of Ourfa, 
and is fituated on the fide of the hills, over the eaftern banks of the Eu
phrates. The great plenty of water, together with the fine country 
along that river, and the iflands in it, make this place very agreeable. If 
is called Beerjick by the Turks, and may be Thiar of the Tables, and 

' " "" r See note p. pag. 159 s Gen. xi. 28, 31. Gen. xr. ?. 
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Barfampfe of Ptolemy, which feems probable on comparing the latitude 
of that place with Edefla u. 

Beer is moft remarkable for a ftrong antient caftle, in which there is 
a collection of thofe arms and weapons, which wereufed before the inven
tion of gunpowder ; there are many bundles of arrows with iron points 
of different fizes; to fome there is a fort of combuftible matter of brim-
ftone, and other things, made in a triangular form bound in a piece of 
cloth, and tyed on the arrow near the point; this being lighted, was 
fhot from the bows in order to fet fire to the buildings of a town : They had 
another fort of long arrows, at the end of which iron bottles were fixed with 
wires, filled with the fame combuftible matter, which being fet on fire 
were fhot from their bows: The crofs bows are about five feet long; the bow 
itfelf being almoft ftrait. There are feveral large iron cafques, and fome coats 
of mail, made of fmall pieces of thick leather fewed together, fo as to make 
a hoop ; feveral of thefe hoops joined together formed the coat: There are 
alfo many flings, large enough to throw great balls of ftone of a foot dia
meter, fome of which ftones I faw in the caftle; there are cords tyed to 
the flings, fb that they muff, have been managed by fome machine. Many 
have been of opinion that thefe were antient Roman weapons,- and it is 
certain they very well agree with the defcription Ammianus Marceliinus 
gives of them $ but as it may be fuppofed that the Romans brought 
thefe arms to the greateft perfe&ion, and as one fees on the arrows many 
papers with Arabick and other eaftern languages wrote on them, it 
may be reafonably concluded, that they are the arms which happened 
to be in the caftle when fire arms were firft invented x. 

This place is the great paflage over the Euphrates from Aleppo to 
Ourfa, Diarbeck, and Perfia. There was formerly a trade carried on from 
Beer to Bagdat, by two or three great boats, that went loaded yearly 
with the fame merchandizes that are carried from Diarbeck ; but, for a 
year or t\vo paft, this trade has been intermitted. 

I had a troublefbme affair on my hands at this place, which I.will re
late particularly, as it will give an infight into the nature of thefe fort of 
people. I had a letter to the aga at Beer, to defire his leave that I might 
fee the caftle, which I fent to him ; and he anfwered, If I would come to 
his houfe, he would fend a man with me. I accordingly went, and he 
fent me word, that certain prefents of cloth* muft be made to him, his haf-
nadar, the cadi, and aga of the caftle. I fent word, that I had brought no 
cloth with me; on which he faid I might go and fee the caftle; and the aga's 
fecretary was going with m e ; but the aga's Ion being unwilling that he 
fhould have a fee, fent a meflage after me, that I muft prefent the cadi 
and hafhadar, on which I returned to the kane. In about two hours 
after the aga fent a man to conduct me to the caftle, where every thing 
was fhewn to me, except the arms ; .they pretended that the pafha had 
the key of them; but I found that was only a pretence, and that if I 
would prefent the aga of the caftle about the value of a guinea, I might 
fee them; which I complied with, and brought away fome of the arrows 
according to cuftom. Soon after my return to the kane, a meflage 

u Ptolemy places Barfampfe in the degree of 1702. mention that there were Arabic infcrip-
36-15, though Mr. Maundrel fays, Beer is in tions on fome of the helmets to this purpofe ; 
the degree'of 37-10. but I do not know on " That they were made by order of king 
what authority. " Dahr, and that they had on them the lyon 

x Some gentlemen who faw thefe things in " and tiger, which were his enfigns cf war." 
j came 
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came that the aga defired to fee me, for, without doubt, they had 
heard what I gave to the aga of the caftle; but I was conduced to the 
mofolem, an officer under the aga, who afked me, if I knew that I 
ought not to have feen the caftle without the aga's leave, I told him^ 
that the aga had lent his fervant to conduct me to the caftle; he then 
faid, I muft make prefents to, the aga and to him; and if I had not cloth, I 
might give it in money. I anfwered, that I had only money enough to 
bear the charges of my journey; on which he faid, I mould not leave 
the place. I went to the kane, prepared for my departure, and rode 
down to the Euphrates, where I law the man of the mofblem haftening 
the boatmen to put off; but, contrary to their cuftom, I rode on horie-
back into the boat at the open end of it, the aga and his people, as 
they told me, looking tjom their windows with fmiles of applaufe; for 
I was afterwards informed, that on hearing the mofolem had fent orders 
that they mould not carry me over, the aga had lent word that the mo
folem had no bufinefs to flop me, and that, though I gave nothing, I 
might go where I pleafed; fo I crofted the Euphrates, and came again 
into Syria. -

That part which I faw of Mefopotamia, excepting the plain of Ourfkj 
is but a very indifferent country, eipecially between Ourfa and Beer; 
and I was informed, that the country towards Diarbeck is all moun
tainous or rocky, notwithftanding which it produces excellent grapes 
and wine, and a great number of piftachio trees, which grow wild; 
the country is not well watered, having in many places no other fupply 
but rain water, which is prelerved in cifterns. The northern parts are 
inhabited by Curdeens, who ufe no other weapons but pikes, not having 
fire arms. The fouthern parts are inhabited by a very bad generation of 
Arabs; and it is faid they are puniftied with death, if any of them pais 
the Euphrates into Syria: Many Curdeens live very honefty here as well 
as in Syria, and cultivate the land; in fummer they remove to fome 
place at a diftance from their villages, and live under tents, generally 
in a place retired from the road, that they may be free from the injuries 
of the foldiery, and the people of the paiha, who often take away their 
children by force for the war: We always met with a kind reception 
from them, when they knew they had nothing to fear from us. All 
the Chriftians are Armenians; the architecture of their churches is very 
particular j they have oblong fquare windows, and over them fquare 
windows; the former are only open in the fummer for coolnefs, and in 
winter rilled up with hewn ftone fitted to them, and I faw fome of them 
open and others ftiut up. 

C H A P . 
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C H A P , XVIII. 

OF JERABEES the Old G E R R H ^ BAMBOUK the afitient 
HIERAPOLIS, and of the valley of SALT. 

TheEuphra-̂  • *HE bed of the Euphrates, as I conjectured, is about a quarter 
tes' I of a mile broad at Beer; the river is not above half that breadth 

when the water is low j the bed of it here is gravelly ; there is 
an inner and an outer bank, but it rarely overflows the inner banks; 
when it does, they fow water melons and other fruits of that kind as 
foon as the water retires, and have a great produce; there are feveral 
beautiful iflands below Beer, which produce a great quantity of hemp, 
which frequently grows near ten feet high. Some Englifh gentlemen 
hieafured the bed of the river at Beer, and found it to be fix hundred 
and thirty yards broad; but they found that the river in September was 
only two hundred and fourteen yards over; they thought that it was 
about nine or ten feet deep in the middle, and were informed that the 
water fometimes rifes twelve feet perpendicular. The poor people fwim 
over the river on fkins filled with wind. 

On the twenty third of Auguft we crofTed the Euphrates. It hap
pened to be a very windy evening, fo we took ihelter within the walls 
of fome cottages, but being advifed that it was not fafe to remain there, 
we retired into a ruined kane, and hired a man to watch with us all 
night; he fhut the doors of the kane, and laid great ftones againft them, 
for this place is much infefted with robbers, and the people are obliged 
to fleep all together on the top of their houfes to defend themfelves 
againft them. Accordingly in the night two or three men came and 
tied their horfes near the kane, and began to roll away the ftones by 
means of a fmall hole in the door; but the man went up on the walls 
and fpoke to them, on which they went away, and came again; how
ever on his fpeaking to them a fecond time they went off. As there 
was fome danger in this journey from the Turcomen called Begdelees, 
I hired two of the mod notorious of them at Beer for a fafeguard, and 
on the twenty fourth in the morning they came over to us. We went 
fouthward along the banks of the Euphrates, and having travelled a 
mile we paffed by a village, oppofite to which is Mezera, en the eaft 
fide of the river, where there is a fmall mount, and the village is beau
tifully planted with wood : The Englifh commonly encamp there, when 
they make any excurfions this way; we then went at a little diftance 
from the river, and pafled by Kenaia, and over a ftream called Nifib, 
which has a deep channel; a fmall branch is brought from it, which 
runs further to the north. On the fouth fide of the Nifib is an uninha
bited village called Ceurke, which is enclofed with a wall, and appears 
only like a large kane. On the eaft fide of the Euphrates there is a place 
called Gibel: We were now about two hours from Beer, and travelling 

jerabees. two hours more near the river, arrived at Jerabees, which muft be Gerrhs 
m *' of Ptolemy, and probably had its name from the worfhip of the Syrian 

god 
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god Jerabolus L This city is mentioned as on the Euphrates; by what 
remains it appears to have been of an oblong Iquare figure ; it is watered 
on the north by a fmall ftream; the old town is about half a mile long 
from north to fbuth, and a quarter of a mile broad; it has very high 
ramparts on every fide, except towards the river; thefe are probably 
the remains of the antient walls, for there are fome figns of a wall on 
the top of them ; there was an entrance on each fide of thefe three fides, 
the two largerr. of which are to the weft and fouth : I faw fome remains 
of a bafement of hewn ftone on the weft fide, but to the fouth I law 
only the foundation of the gateway. There is a long mount on the eaft 
fide over the river, which is between forty and fifty feet high, extend
ing fouthwards about two thirds of the length of the city, and is fixty 
fix paces wide; the afcent to it is oppofite to the weft gate. This was, 
without doubt, a caftle, and it was encompafled with a wall about 
eight feet thick. On the fouth fide of the town there are foundations 
of a building, which are a little to the north of fome considerable heaps 
of ruins; they lye in fuch a manner, that it may be concluded there were 
great buildings in that quarter, divided from one another by fhort ftreets. 
Thefe buildings probably belonged to a temple, which feems to have 
been to the weft, though very little of the foundations could be dilco-
vered, as there is a ruined village on that Ipot. To the north I law a 
wall with pilafters on one fide of i t ; this wall is about a hundred and 
leventy paces long. I took notice of four low walls to the fouth, which 
feemed to have been the bafements of four colonades of a grand en
trance or avenue ; I law alfo leveral bales and pillars which lay fcattered 
about this place. 

From thefe ruins of Gerrhae we went an hour fouth fouth weft 
to an encampment of Turcomen, where we flopped; they were in 
round tents, made of reeds, and covered with bundles of liquorice. In 
winter and rainy weather they cover their tents with a coarfe fort of 
felt. A branch from the Euphrates fecure them better, and falls again 
into the river below, making a large fruitful illand, chiefly cultivated 
with hemp. 

We travelled an hour to the fepulchre of a Iheik, called Ahperar, 
which is at the end of the plain on a rivulet; on the north fide of which 
we travelled about an hour to the weft, and crofted the river at a place 
where a caravan of Turcomen had flopped, who were carrying corn 
from Sarouch -t that place is on the Euphrates, about a day's journey 
off, and three from Aleppo ; it may be the country of Sura, men
tioned by Ptolemy in the Palmyrene, as thirty five minutes fouth of 
Gerrhae, doubtlefs the fame as Sura of Pliny % and Sure of the Tables, 
placed one hundred and two miles from Palmyra. 

We went about an hour and a half to the fouth fouth weft over fome 
low hills through a defert country, and came to the river Sejour; we 

y Dr. Halley, in his obfervations on the ftate moon on his fhoulders, and confequendy was 
of Palmyra takes notice that Jaribolus is die the fame as die Deus Lunus of the Syrians, 
feme deity diat is mentioned in the infcriprions whole name in their language could not be bet-
publifhed by Gruter and Spon, which accord- ter expreffed dian by Jarchbol, Dominus Lu
ang to die latter is writen ArAlBX2AI2. By the nus. 
figure of diis idol, extant in Spon, it ap- * 'Lilian. Hift. Animal, lib. 12. cap. 2. 
pears, that this deity was reprefented with the * Plin. Nat. Hift. v. 26". 
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travelled by the fide of it weftward for about half an hour to an en
campment called Sumata, belonging to Arabs, who are relations of Ma
homet, and, as they fay, defcended from Sultan Ahmed of Brufa : 
Their £heik lives at an encampment to the eaft of Bambouch ; there are 
in all about fifty tents of them. Here we ftayed all night, and on the 
twenty fifth went about an hour and a half fouth eaft to the encamp
ment of the fheik, which was on a ftream that was carried to fupply 
Bambouch with water. I was conducted to the tent of the great meik 
Aiyptedeh, who by their accounts, amidft all his poverty, would have 
been the heir to this great empire, if the Ottoman government had not 
taken place ; he came out to us in a ragged habit of green filk, lined 
with fur, appeared to be a handfome black man, of a good complexion, 
between thirty and forty, and had much the look of a gentleman: He 
preffed me to accept of a collation and coffee, but as I defigned to fee 
the ruins before the heat of the day came on, I begged to be excufed, 
and he mounted his horfe, and went with me about an hour to Bam-

Hierapoiis. bouch, commonly called by the Franks Bambych, and by the antients 
Hierapolis, which was the Greek name that was given it by Seleucus j 
it was called alfo Bambyce, which ieems to be the Syrian name {kill re
tained > and it is very remarkable, that Hierapolis in Aria minor has 
-much the ikme name, being called Pambouk Calafi [The cotton caftlej. 
The Tables make it twenty four miles diftant from Zeuma on the Eur 
phrates and from Ceciliana: They place it alfo feventy two miles from 
Berya, though it is not above fifty from Aleppo. One of the Syrian 
names of this place was Magog *; it was a city of the Cyrrheftica, and 
is fituated at the fouth end of a long vale, which is about a quarter of 
a mile broad, watered with a ftream that is brought by the aqueducts 
©f Bambych ,• and, to preferve the water from being wafted, it paries 
through this vale in an artificial channel or aqueducr. which is built 
with ftone on a level with the ground. The form of the city was irre
gular ; feme parts of the walls which remain entire, are nine feet thick, 
and above thirty feet high ; they are cafed with hewn ftone both infide 
and out, and are about two miles in circumference ; there was a walk 
all round on the top of the walls, to which there is an afcent by a flight 
of ftairs, which are built on arches j the wall is defended by towers on 
£ve fides, at the diftance of fifty paces from each other; and there is a 
low foflee without the walls. The four gates of the city are about fif
teen feet wide, and defended by a femicircular tower on each fide; the 
water that fupplied the town, as I was informed, comes from a hill about 
twelve miles to the fouth, and the city being on an advanced ground, 
the water runs in a channel, which is near twenty feet below the furfaee 
of the earth, and in feveral parts of the city there are holes down to the 
water about five feet wide, and fifteen long, with two ftones acrofs, 
one about five feet, the other about ten feet from the top, in order, as 
may be fuppofed, to facilitate the defcent to the water; it is probable 
they had fome machines to draw up the water at thefe holes. In the fidq 
of one of them I /aw a ftone about four feet long, and three wide, on 

b Csele habet—Bambycen, quae alio nomine digiofa Atargaris, Gratis autem Pecretp diiSa, 
Hierapolis Vacatur, Syris vero Magqg. Ibip.ro- coTityr. PJin. Nat. Hift. v. 19. 

which 

Ibip.ro-
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which there was a relief of two winged perfbns holding a (heet behind 
a woman a little over her head ; they feem to carry her on their fifhy 
tails which joyn together, and were probably defigned to reprefent the 
Zephyrs, carrying Venus of the fea. 

At the weft part of the town there is a dry bafon, which feemed; to 
have been triangular; it is clofe to the town wall: At one corner of ijt 
there is a ruined building, which feems to have extended into the bafp% 
and probably was defigned in order to behold with greater conveniency 
fome" religious ceremonies or public fports. This may be the lake where 
they had facred fifties that were tamec. 

About two hundred paces within the eaft gate there is a railed groimdj 
on which probably flood the temple of the Syrian goddefs Atarga,ti% 
thought to be the fame as Afhteroth of theSi4on

!i
ans> ^ n $ Cybeie of the 

Itomans, for whofe worfhip this place was fo famous. I conjectured it to 
be about two hundred feet in front. It is probable that this is the higli 
ground from which they threvsr people headlong in their religious cexe-
monies, and fometimes even their own children, though they muft in
evitably perifh. I obferved a low wall running from it to t i e gatex fy 
that probably it had fuch a grand avenue as the temple at Gerrha?; an$f -
the enclofure of the city is irregular in this part, as if fome ground ba$. 
been taken in after the building of the walls to make that grand en
trance ; it is probable that all the fpace north of the temple belonged tq 
it. A court is mentioned to the north of the temple, and a tower 
|ikewife before the temple, which was built on a terrace twelve fe^ 
high. If this tower was on the high ground I mentioned, the temple; 
iraifthave been weft of it, of which I could fee no remains; it pouibl^ 
inight have been where there are now fome ruins of a large building; 
which feems to have been a church with a tower ; to the weft of whiclj 
there are fome ruinous arches, which might be part of a portico. It is 
faid that not only Syria, Cilicia, and Cappadocia, contributed to th$ 
fiipport of this temple, but even Arabia, and the territories of Babylon l 
T o the weft of the town there is a high ground, and fome burial places | 
and fo there are alfo to the north eaft, where I faw inferiptions in thg 
oriental languages, and feverai croftes. At a little diftance from the; 
north eaft corner of the town there is a building like a church, but 
within it is there is fome Gothic work, fuch as is feen in antient mofqu.es j 
and there is a room on each fide of the fouth end j the whole is ruinqusj 
but very ftrongly built, and they call it the houfe of Phila. 

The fheik invited us to go back and dine with him; but I took leatfe, 
and prefented him with a piece of money, as I was told he expe&ed it* 
We went on towards Aleppo, and travelled an hour and a half nqrtfc| 
weft to Shihiet, where there is a mofque, which feemed to have been 
an old church; a litde beyond this place the Turcomen had an encamp
ment, a rivulet running near it, which I conje&ure might be the SejoujE i 
Here we dined, and went about an hour and a half weft fouth weft to a 
water called Samgour, where I would have paid my two Turcomen; bu^ 
they would not take the money I agreed for, and went on further, 
fo I gave them fomething more, and then they left us. We 
went on an hour to the place where the road goes to tr^e north w^ft 

c Plin. Hift. xxxii. 8, 
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to Khillis. Near two leagues further on the road is Jelbegly under a hill, 
which is a village of robbers. We went about an hour further to Aade-
neh, a village of Turcomen, who had lately been robbed of every thing 
by the Arabs; it being a fituation where they are liable to be plundered 
both by the Curdeens and roving Turcomen, as well as the Arabs; when 
we arrived four of the Begdelies went out, and four more came in; fb 
that we were in no fmall danger of being robbed, either that night or 
the next day. 

On the twenty-fixth we fet out three hours before day; in two hours 
we came to a fine fertile plain; in an hour and a half more we pafled 
near Bafhe, and in half an hour came to a large village called Bab, 
fituated under a hill, the weft end of which is called Sheik Majar j 
under that part of the hill a large village, called Sur, is fituated, which 
is three hours from Aleppo. I was informed that there is a very 
antient fynagogue at Bab, called Sheik Efaiah, to which there is a great 
refbrt at fome certain time of the year, a few Jews only living there: 
About a league to the eaft of this hill there is a village called Derah. 
We went fouth weft by the rivulet Mazouty, and near a village called 
Bezouah, and in lefs than an hour more came to a moft pleafant village 
called Tedif, which is computed to be twenty miles to the eaft of 
Aleppo ; the country about it is finely improved with a young plantation 
of mulberry trees, which was made under the direction of a French 
merchant, who had an intereft in the lands, and is very much like the 
country between Chantilly and Paris; there is a fynagogue there which 
is had in great veneration, and, if I miftake not, they have fome an
tient manufcript in it, on the account of which it is much frequented 
by the Jews. In the hill near this town there are many fepulchres and 
curious aquedu&s cut in the rock ; they have fome tradition, that one of the 
minor prophets lived here. We dined in a garden at this place, and pro
ceeded on our journey: I faw feveral buftards in this country. We tra
velled an hour to Beery, and an hour more by a ftream called Ein Da-
hab [The golden fpring], and came to the deferts; and after travelling 
about a league we arrived at Shirbey, where we were very civilly receiv
ed by the fheik, and had a grand flipper ferved; for this fheik ufually 
goes with the Europeans to the valley of fait, but not without a proper 
gratification. 

. On the twenty feventh we travelled three hours fouthwards to the val
ley of fait, which is about twelve miles eaft fbuth eaft of Aleppo, lying 
under that chain of mountains which are between Aleppo and Kennaf-
ferin: This valley of fait is a lake in the winter, which I conje&ured to 
be about five miles long, and a mile and a half broad in the narroweft 
part, and it may be near a league in the wideft; it is faid to be filled 
by rain as well as by fprings, one of which is fait, and is called the mo
ther of the fait: In the fummer time the water evaporates, which being 
ftrongly impregnated with fait from the nitrous foil, the fait remains on 
the ground in cakes about half an inch thick; they beat it in order to it 
feparate it from the ground, and when they have colle&ed the fineft fait 
on the top, they take up the cake, which has fome dirt mixed with it 
towards the bottom, they feparate it as well as they can, and when it is 
thoroughly dry, and crumbled to duft, they throw it up in the air, as 

they 



O N S Y R I A . 169 
they do the corn, and the wind carries away the duft, leaving the pure 
fait. There is a fmall village here called Geboud, biiilt on an eminence 
which has been raifed by the refufe of the fait. 

We went on towards Aleppo, to which city there are two roads; the 
great frequented road is to the north, and there is another in which we 
went to the fouth : In two hours and a half we pafled by Trihane", and 
in an hour more came to Elhals ; an hour beyond which we pafled 
through Gibly, and in half an hour more came to Nerop, which is an 
hour from Aleppo d. 

C H A P. XIX. 

Of St. SIMON STYLITES, DAINA, and fbme other places 
in the way to ANTIOCH. 

I Took leave of my friends at Aleppo, from whom I had received all 
manner of civilites, and proceeded on my journey to the weft. On 
the nineteenth of September we travelled north weft and by weft,* 

and in an hour and a half pafled by Beluremene, and half an hour 
further through Elarid, and then by Marah in a fine valley, which is 
about the fame diftance; in half an hour we afcended to a ftony, un
even, defert country, and travelling an hour and a half came to a well 
of good water, having feen feveral ruined villages in the way; and in 
about two hours more we arrived at the ruined convent of St. Simon 
Stylites, computed to be about fix hours from Aleppo ; this convent was 
very famous in thefe parts in the fixth and feventh centuries, as well on 
account of the devotion that was paid to this faint, as for the fpaciouf-
nefs and magnificence of its buildings. Cardinal Baronius, in his an
nals makes mention of St. Simon Stylites,- and Evagrius fays, that heSt.Simoii 
lived here on a pillar, which is the reafon of his being diftinguifhed byStyhteSi 

the name of Stylites, though another author gives an account that he 
lived on the top of the mountain for fixty eight years. The whole eon-

d Some Englifh gentlemen in their excurfions Englifh gentleman, fince I left Aleppo, who had 
from Aleppo, made the following obfervations, been at the place, that about twelve miles weft 
as to the fkuation of feveral places, and their of Aleppo, there is a round er oval pit about 
diftances : Rea the village under the hill fouth a hundred yards in diameter, and forty deep, 
weft of Aleppo is twelve hours from that city; it being a fblid rock all round, which for the 
old Rea three hours fouth eaft of that; Freka firft twenty feet is perpendicular j below which, 
two hours fouth weft of Rea ; Saint Simon Sty- there is a fteep defcent to the bottom, where it 
lites fix hours to the north weft of Aleppo; terminates in a point, there is only one way 
Killis nine hours north of Aleppo, and north down to it, which is not paflable for beafts: 
eaft of Sheik Baraquet; going two hours north About half way down there is a grotto worked 
from Killis,they came to a bridge of three arches into the rock about four feet high, and thirty 
over the Ephreen, and in ten minutes further feet long. Europeans call it the funk village, 
north to a bridge of feven arches over the Safo, from an opinion of fbme that there was fai> 
the fame that is called the Sabon by Mr. Maun- merly a village fwallowed up there ; or, if 
drel; they then went fifteen minutes weft to the it is not natural, it might be a quarry rot 
monument mentioned at Corus by Mr. Maun- ftone, which might be drawn up by proper en-
drel -, they returned to Killis, and went to Ha- gines, though the form of it feems to be an obs 
jar Yardereen, or Gadjeia, where the river of jec\ion to it. 
Aleppo rifes. I have alfo been informed by an 
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vent appears to have been built of large hewn ftone, and is above a quarter 
of a mile in length ; a plan of it may be feen in the twenty fourth plate. 
The church efpecially is very magnificent, and is built in form of a 
Greek crofs; under the middle of an octagon dome are the remains of 
the famous pillar H, on which, they fay, St. Simon lived for fo many 
years j what remains of it was hewn out of the rock, that is, the pede-
Hal, which is eight feet fquare, and a very fmall part of the column : 
The part of the crofs to the eaft of this was the choir, at the eaft end of 
which are three femicircles, where, without doubt, there were three al
tars, and the entrances to them are adorned with reliefs ; a view of it 
may be feen at A, and at G is a view of the outride of that part, 
which is marked B. The whole church is of the Corinthian order, which 
is executed in the beft proportion under the o&agon dome; but the 
other parts fhew fomething of the decline of architecture: The 
grand entrance to the church was from the fouth at C, where 
there is a portico before it, on which much art is bellowed j a view of 
it may be feen at D. This convent was deftroyed by a prince of Alep
po, at the latter end of the tenth century. I obferved, that there was 
a ruined village below the convent. We went on an hour and a half to 
Ertefy, which is a village under the hill called Sheik Baraket. As I went 
this way, I faw feveral ruined villages, at fome diftance, built of hewn 
ftone. I obferved fome antient reliefs at this village, particularly three 
victories, holding three feftoons under three heads, on a marble coffin, 
with imperfect Greek infcriptions under them. 

Sheik Bara- ®n t n e twentieth we went by a very difficult road up the high hill of 
&** Sheik Baraket, which is fo called from a Turkifh faint who is buried in 

a mofque on the top of the hill ,• a little way up the north fide of this 
hill, in another road, there is an epitaph in Greek and Latin of a Roman 
fbldier of the eighth legion; and at the foot of the hill to the north 
there is a Greek infcription on a fepulchral grot, that has two ftately 
pillars over it. The mofque or burial place on the hill adjoins to an en-
clofure about eighty paces fquare, which feems to be of great antiquity ; 
the wall is built of hewn ftone, and is about three feet thick; there was 
a portico all round, as appears by feveral pieces of pillars ftanding; 
there are three or four tiers of ftone remaining, and I could fee that it 
was adorned with pilafters on the outfide. It is probable, that in the 
middle of this court there was either fome temple or ftatue, probably of 
Bacchus, as I concluded from fome Greek infcriptions, which I copied 

) from the outfide of the walls, two of which feemed to relate to the wall 
built round the court, and the third is fepulchral. It is poffible this hill 
might be famous for good wine, the fituation of it being very advanta
geous for vineyards, and on this account the god of wine might be par
ticularly worfhipped here. 

To the eaft and fbutheaft of this hill there are fome magnificent buildings 
almoft entire, which were probably built for places of retirement: From 
it we defcended to the fouth into a fine plain; towards the north end of 
which the direct road paries from Aleppo to Scanderoon, and goes over 
the famous caufeway and bridges that are built over the rivulets, which 
run into the lake of Antioch. The bridge confifts of twenty four 
arches, and is called Morat PajQra; the caufeway and bridges were built 
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in fix months by a grand vizier of that name, under fultan Achmer^ 
for the convenience of marching the army, and carrying the baggage to 
Bagdat. This road is now difuied, becaufe it is much infefted by the Cur-
deens ; fo we went further to the Ibuth, into the high road from Aleppo 
to Antioch. Gephyra the firft place in the Tables between Antioch and 
Cyrro,was probably at this bridge, that word fignifying a bridge in Greek* 
The weftern hills towards mount Amanus are called Almadaghy : About 
half an hour after we had left the hill we had Alaka to the left, from 
which this part of the plain has its name; to the north of it there are 
fbme ruins. On the hill to the eaft there is a magnificent ruin of the 
middle age called Kerayee ; in an hour and a half we came into the 
high road from Aleppo to Antioch, at a village called Daina, which may 
be Emma in the Tables, the fame as Imma of Ptolemy, placed in the 
road between Antioch and Chalcis, twenty three miles diftant from the 
former, and twenty from the latter: The antiquities that remain here 
Ihew that it has been a place of fome confideration, efpecially the great 
number of fepulchral grots cut down into the rock, which is hollowed 
out into courts with feveral apartments round them ; on fbme indeed I 
law Chriftian Greek infcriptions: Among thefe fepulchres there is a very 
beautiful fabric, which is a fquare canopy of Hone with its entablature, 
{imported by four Ionic pillars on a folid bafement: The place where 
it ftands might induce one to think that it was fome fepulchral monu
ment ; but the manner of the building would rather incline one to con
clude that it was defigned to place fome ftatue in, as theobjedt of worfhip; 
poflibly it might be older than the burial places here, which may be of 
the times of Chriftianity. In the fkirts of the village there are remains 
of two houfes; one of them is large, with a great enclofure, and a tower; 
the other, which is fmaller, has an Ionic colonade in front, both above 
and below ; the crofs over the doors, and two Greek infcriptions, mew 
it to be a Chriftian building of the fame nature as many others I have 
mentioned. This feems to be the plain in which Aurelian firft conquered 
Zenobia, as it is faid to be near Imma, in the neighbourhood of An
tioch ; and I have been informed, that a pillar or obelifk was feen at a'di-
ftance towards the fbuth end of the plains of Daina, which might be erect
ed in memory of this action. When we came to Daina I faw a great num
ber of horfemen, and we were apprehenfive that they were Curdeens^ 
but, on enquiry, we found they were the pafha's people, who were in 
fearch of fome cattle, which the Curdeens had ftole. Between this place 
and Aleppo there are remains of an old caufeway about three hundred 
yards long, made with very large ftones, which has obtained the name of 
Julian's caufeway. 

We went on towards Antioch ; not far from Daina we pafled by two or 
three magnificent ruined villages, and in half an hour came to fbme low 
hills ; and having gone as much further arrived at a fmall plain, in which 
I faw feveral ruins, and in about an hour came to a ruined village, and 
a handfome church almoft entire ,• an hour further we came to a vil
lage called Tefin, which is very finely fituated on a riling ground over a 
large plain, thro'which the river Afe, or Orontes runs ; the lake of Antioch 
is in this plain, and it is bounded to the weft by mount Amanus. In this 
village there are remains of the front of a church, adorned with fculp-
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tnre ; and over the door of it is a defaced Greek infcription • 
Term is famous for the beft oil of olives in all the country. We paf-
fed over the plain in the night, and I obferved the lightning fhooting 
horizontally in the form it is reprefented in Jupiter's hand, and on the 
reverfes of the medals of the Greek kings of Syria, which I took the 
more notice of, as I never faw it in that manner in any other country; 
and, without doubt, from this they took the figure of it as it is feen on 
the medals. 

We repofed at Tefin till nine a clock at night, when we fet out for 
Antioch in company with an aga and his retinue ; in an hour and a 
half we parTed over a large rivulet called Angoule; in about an hour 
more we came into a plain, and in two hours to the Orontes. I ad
vanced fome way before the aga, and when I approached the bridge 
called Gefer Hadid, [The iron bridge] a Curdeen rode away from it in-
full fpeed ; this bridge confifts of nine arches; there are two towers 
built to it, the gates of them are covered with iron plates, which, I mp-
pofe, is the reafbn why it is called the iron bridge. The Curdeens never 
venture over this bridge, fb that all the country to the fouth weft by the 
fea fide, which is weft of the hills, is perfectly fafe as far as Acres, the 
Arabs not daring to pafs the mountains to the weft. I flopped at this 
gate until it was day. 

On the twenty firft, having crofted the Orontes, we came into a 
plain, and went to the fbuth fbuth weft: On the eaft fide of the plain 
there is a low ridge of pleafant hills, covered with trees, and at the 
foot of them a village, which has a large plantation of wood about it, 
and, if I do not miftake, it is called Bidembole. In about an hour and 
a half we came to the end of thefe hills, which approach to the Oron
tes, that river running fouth fouth weft from the bridge to this place: 
Here there was a country guard to watch if any rogues attempted to 
pafs that way. Beyond this place there is a tower, and I faw in two 
places fbme foundations of old walls, which probably are the remains of 
Antigonia, as 1 fhall have occafion to obferve; this is about an hour 
and a half from Antioch. As I approached that city, I obferved that 
the rocky hills were high and fteep, and there are fome fepulchral grots 
in them ; there are alfo feveral fountains at the foot of the hills. I 
went within the walls of the old town, and flopping at a garden, feiit 
a letter I had to a merchant under the protection of the English confuj, 
who invited me to his houfe. I flayed a day at Antioch, then went in
to Cilicia, and came back again to that city, of which I chufe to give an 
account on my return. 

C H A P. 
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C H A P . XX. 

Of the places between A N T I O C H and BAT AS in CILICIA* 

Of the battle between ALEXANDER and DARIUS, and 
o f SCANDEROON. 

ON the twenty third we let out from Antioch to the north, croft
ing the Orontes on a bridge, and in half an hour paffed over 
another bridge; in an hour and a half more I faw a village at 

fome diftance on the right, called Aiaouerazey, crofted another ftream 
on a bridge, and faw the river two or three miles to the right, that 
comes from th$ lake of Antioch, the waters of which run about 
eight miles fouthwards, and fall into the Orontes, it is called the crooked 
paftage ; and they told me, that the camels in the caravans ford thro' 
it in the way to Alexandria, as this is a more fecure paftage than that 
which is to the north of the lake. We went northwards in the plain under 
the hills, and paffed at no great diftance from the lake of Antioch, call
ed Bahr-A.goule [The white lake], by reafon of the colour of its waters: 
I was informed, that it is called alfo Bahr-Al-Sowda. The lake extends 
in length from the fouth fouth eaft to the north north weft, and may 
be about ten miles long, and five broad. Having paffed over two or 
three ftream s on bridges, we came in about three hours to the river Pa-
trakene, over which there is a bridge of four arches, and two of them 
feemed to be antient. This may be the Oenoporas of Strabo, which he 
mentions a little before the hill Trapezon, and I fuppofe is that which 
is now. called Benclefi, which I fhall have occafion to mention. At 
this river Ptolemy Philomator, having conquered Alexander Bratas, died 
of a wound which he received in battle. In an hour more we came 
to a hill with a tower on it, at the entrance in between the hills; we 
travelled half an hour, and came again into the plain at Caramout, 
which is a walled inclofure, about a quarter of a mile in circumference, 
and has houfes and ihops in it, like a little town, being a place of de
fence againft the Curdeens ; a ftream runs on the weft fide of it, near 
which we repofed for a fhort time, and joyned a fmall caravan. We 
then turned to the weft between the hills ; on the left is a high moun
tain called Alailum ; we faw alfo, about two miles to the north, the 
ftrong caftle of Pagras on the hills; this was the antient name of it in 
the Itinerary, in which it is placed fixteen miles from Alexandria, and 
twenty five from Antioch; which latter is a miftake, for the Jerufalem 
Journey (calling it Pangrios) puts it more juftly fixteen miles from An
tioch. A.s 1 have been informed a river called Sowda rifes in the moun
tain to the weft, and runs under this place, and is that river, over 
which the bridge is built, called Kefer Abead, and falls into the lake of An
tioch ; and, 1 fuppofe, that the lake is called Bahr-el-Sowda from this, 
river, which feems to be the river Arceuthus mentioned by Strabc im
mediately after Pagrae, as running through the plain of Antioch; and 
as none of the antients mention this lake, it is probable that it has been 
made fince their time. 
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The road over the hills is very dangerous by reafon of the Curdeeh. 

robbers. We went over two hills much frequented by them, but they' 
do not ufually go to the weft of thefe hills; we went by a terrace 
on the fide of the hill, and faw great ruins of thick walls on each fide 
p£ the road, which might be a tower, or gateway ; and approaching 
liear Baylan, we went through a pafs cut in the rock ; the former pro
bably were the gates of Syria, which might be fo called from their being 
built like a gateway, and the latter might be a pafs to them. Baylan 
is about ten miles from Caramout; it is a large village, built on the 
fide of the hills over the vale, and has formerly been much frequented 
by the Europeans, even from Aleppo, on account of the coolnefs of its 
fituation, as it is at prefent by thofe of Scanderoon. This place is probably 
Pi&anus of the Jerufalem Itinerary, placed nine miles from Alexandria and 
eight from Pangrios. This is one of the great paries into Cilicia; and as there 
were three e in all, it has caufed fome confufion in relation to them. The 
pafs we now went through is either that which was called fimply the 
gates, or the gates of Syriaf, and perhaps fometimes the gates of Cilicia g 

The fecond pafs was near Iflus, fuppofed to be Baias, probably t o the 
fbuth of i t ; this was called the gates of Amanus h. Strabo does not 
feem to mention this pafs, and it may be concluded from the degrees 
of latitude in Ptolemy, and the order it is in, that he fpeaks of the 
middle pais. The third I take to be the pafs near iEgsea, from one part of Ci
licia into the other, which was alfo called the gates of Amanus£, and the gates 
of Taurus; and I would diftinguifh it from the others by the name of the 
gates of Taurus, or Cilicia k. We went along the fide of the hills for 
about two or three mil^s to the weft, and defcending, turned to the 
fbuth, and having gone a mile, came into the plain, and travelling 
about fix miles further we arrived at Scanderoon, as it is called by the 
natives ; but the Europeans give it the name of Alexandretta. From 
this place we went to Baias, which is generally agreed to be the antient 
Iflus in Cilicia. The Jerufalem Itinerary calls it Baiaze, and places it 
fixteen miles from Alexandria, and Ptolemy makes lfTus fixteen mi
nutes north of that place. The bay alfo had the name of lllicus from 
this town, which is fituated towards the north eaft corner of the gulph. 
There is a little bay to the north of the town, where there are ruins of 
an antient port, in which the fhips might poffibly lie fecure in former 
times, but now it is a very bad harbour, being much expofed to the 
fbuth weft winds, which are very dangerous; on the fouth fide of it there 
is a mountain torrent, which comes from that opening, by which there 
is an afcent to the gates of Amanus ; this is the middle way of the 
three mentioned into Cilicia: The bed of this torrent I fuppofe to have 
been the bounds between Cilicia and Syria with thofe who make all 
fbuth of Iflus to be in Syria. Cicero mentions, in one of his epiftles, 
that he was here called Imperator, after he had gained a victory. It is 
to be obferved, that there was a third pafs from Cappadocia into Ciliciaj 
called the gates of Taurus, by which Alexander pafled : The plain, to the 

e Aiperi tres aditus, & perangufti funt, quo- h Arrianus ii. 94. Polybii Fragmenta xii. 8-. 
rum uno Cilicia intranda eft. Q^Curtii, lib. iii. Q_Curtii, lib. iii. 8. Ptol. v. 8. 
c. 4. and Ptol. v. 15. * Strabo, xiv. p. 676. 

* Strabo, xiv. 676. * Cicero ad Atticum, Epift. 20. 
« Q^Curtii, lib. iii. 8. 
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tveft of the mountains in which Baias ftands, is not atove a mile wide, 
but is it a fine fpot; and the gardens about Baias are the beft in all thefe 
countries, infomuch that Aleppo is fupplied with oranges and lemons 
from this place; they have a tolerable trade, by reafon that the firman 
for importing riee and coffee from iEgypt is in the hands of fome mer
chants here, and from this place it is distributed to Aleppo, and all the 
country round about1. 

To the north of Baias is the famous pafs into Afia minor m. The plainm 
which Baias ftands is about two miles long* at the fouth end of it there is 

a rifirig 
1 Some Engiifh gentlemen went from Baia3 

to Tarfus ; they travelled to the north weft an 
hour and fifty minutes, and came to a water, I 
fuppofc a rivulet; the fame it may be that an
other calls the Delifu, and which, I was told, 
was called Dolichie ; it is thirty yards broad* 
but very ihallo\». In half an hour more they 
arrived at Karabolat; in two hours and fifty mi
nutes they came to the end of the bay of Scan-
deroon, and in thirty five minutes more to the 
iron gate, which was probably the old gate of 
Cilicia, and is, I fuppofe, that which is des
cribed by another perion as a ruined gateway : 
Here they faw on the left a long caufeway, 
which they thought might be an antient work. 
In an hour and twenty minutes they arrived at 
Kurkala, or Kurtculla, as it is called by another 
perfon; this may be Caftabala of Ptolemy, and 
the fame as Catavolomis of the Jerulalem Jour
ney ; at this place there is a large kane. In an 
hour and three quarters they came to a bridge 
in the plain, probably over a winter torrent, 
and in lefs than an hour to the end of the plain, 
and to a caufeway which led through a ftreight 
to another plain, and in two hours they came 
to Myfos ; their courfe hitherto was north weft j 
this is thought to be Mopfueftia, and may 
be the fame as Manfifta of the Jerufalem 
journey ; a river runs through it called Ta-
han, cr Gehun, which is thought to be the 
Pyramus. Another perion travelling this way 
faysj that the Pyramus at Amuafy is called the 
Quinda ; that river ran into the fea to the weft 
ot Maiius according to Ptolemy, and Alexan
der pafled over it before he came to Mallus, 
which feems to have been on the weft fide of 
that head of land, now called Cape Mallo, as 
iEgse doubtlefs was on the eaft fide of it, at the 
place now called Aias Kala. There was a bridge 
nere over the river of nine arclies, and it was two 
hundred and thirty paces long ; at one end of 
the bridge are two pillars, on one of which 
there is an antient Greek inicription ; five of the 
arches of this bridge were carried away by a 
great flood after violent rains in 1737. The 
town appeared to be old, and there is a caftle 
within the wails on an eminence at the north 
weft end cf the town. From this place they 
went in a plain north to the north weft, and in three 
hours and a quarter came to a high rock with a 
caftle on it; in two hours and eight minutes to 
a running water ; in three quarters of an hour 
to a bridge with two arches, and in a quarter 
more to a bridge with one arch, and in twenty 
minutes more to a third river ; they loft their 
way, but arrived at night at Circe, or Sis. An 

Engiiih gentleman who was travelling in this 
foad, when he was two hours and a half from 
Minis, in the way to Cortculla, faw Anawaiy, 
or Amuafy, about three miles to the norths 
which feemed to be fituafed like Antioch on a 
high rocky hill f he thought it might be Csefa-
rea at mount Anazarbus^ the city of Dioicori-
des and Gppian 5 it was deftfoyed by an earth
quake in the time of Juftinian. The medals of 
this place have a river for the reverie, and the 
city is laid to have flood on the Pyramus. The 
next day they came in four hours and a half 
to a water $ in a quarter of an hour to mdre 
water, and in half an hour to a bridge j in 
twenty three minutes they began to afcend the 
mountains, and in five hours thirty two mi
nutes arrived at a fpring, and in two hours 
more came to Adana, which is fituated in 3 
plain country : To the eaft of it there is a ri
ver, which is the old Sams ; there is a bridge 
over it of twenty arches, and it is four hundred 
and fifty paces long; the river feemed to be 
paved at bottom with lquare ftones. They 
went on, and in two hours and ten minutes 
came to a bridge of three arches, in three hours 
and ten minutes more to a well, and after travel
ing an hour and forty five minutes they arrived at 
Tarfus; and before they entered the town, paf-
fed over the Cydnus on two bridges, one a hun
dred paces long, the other two hundred, both 
which feemed to be very antient. This is the 
river on which Cleopatra put Mark An* 
tony with fo much pomp ; it is divided into 
many ftreams, and runs to the fburh eaft. The 
walls of the town are very old, and about two 
miles in circumference; there is a caftle to the 
north eaft of the prefent town, and to the north 
of the old city j and on an eminence to the 
fouth there was another which is now deftroyed. 
It is at prefent a poor town, though arrrientljr 
it was very famous, both on account of its trade 
and learning, which probably is the reafon why 
St. Paul, who was a citizen of this place, was 
fo great a mafter of human fciences. 

m It is faid, that mount Amanus ended at 
this pals, which does not feem to be fixed by 
any author fo well as by Strabo, who mentions 
it immediately after -#igea, and the mountains 
of Pieria, which, he lays, joined to Amanus 
and toRhoffus. The mountain, which is north 
weft of Antioch, is certainly the mountain of 
Pieria, on which Seleucia Pierife ftood j but it 
is poffible, that this mountain might run eaft, 
and then north, as far, at leaft, as the gates of 
Amanus; and one thing muft be ob&rved in 

4 favour 
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a rifing ground or low hill, over which there is a road for about a mile 
that leads into a plain three quarters of a mile wide, and about a mile 
and a half long, having the mountains to the eaft, and the fea to the 
weft; at the fouth end of it are fome low hills, which extend four miles to 
the fouth, almoft as far as Scanderoon. The reafon why 1 am thus par
ticular, is, becaufe I take this to be the very plain in which Alexander 
vanquifhed Darius". Two rivulets run through this plain from the hills; 
that to the fouth is fmaller than the other, and is called Merkes, from a 
village of that name on the mountains; a wall five feet thick runs into 
the fea, a little to the north of it, at the end of which there is a round 
tower in the fea which is in ruins, and another within it, which might 
be the remains of the antient port of Nicopolis, which I fhall have 
occaflon to mention. A little further are the ruins of an oblong 
fquare building of brick and Hone; it is pofTible this might be the 
foundation of the altars which Alexander is laid to have built near the 
river Pinarus : Oppofite to the middle of the plain there is £ narrow vale 
between the mountains refembling a large cleft, in which the fmall river 
Maherfy runs; this, I am inclined to think, is the Pinarus, being the 
larger of the two rivers. Darius is faid to have marched his army to
wards it from Iffus. At the fouth eaft corner of the plain there is a 
fmall (ingle hill, the foot of which joins to the hills that are to the 
fouth; from this there has been a trench cut to the fea, and Alexander's 
army being encamped on thofe hills to the fouth, over which the road 
crofles from Scanderoon, a fitter place could not be found out for the tent 
of Alexander, nor a more proper fltuation to receive the unfortunate fa
mily of Darius. Alexander hearing of Darius's approach, fent Parmenio 
to guard the Syrian gates, and came and encamped his army at Myriandros, 
which was to the fouth of Alexandria ; he wifely left the other way open 
for him to enter, it being his policy to draw him into narrow places, where a 
large army could not engage to advantage. When Darius crofted the moun-

favour of this fuppofition, that Ptolemy fays, 
the Singas, which fell into the Euphrates, rofe 
out of the mountain of Pieria, which it could 
not do, if that mountain did not extend further 
north than the Syrian gates: For all the rivers 
that way, which are fouth of thefe pafTes, fall 
into the Orontes; but if mount Pieria extended 
fb far, the Singas might rife in the middle of 
it, and run between Amanus and Taurus to the 
Euphrates ; for in the plain the rivers run towards 
the Orontes. Another thing which favours this 
opinion is, that Ptolemy places Pagrae, and the 
Syrian gates in Pieria. Between the mountain 
of Pieria at the fea, and mount Rhoffus was 
mount Coryphaeus. 

All geographers feem to call the country to 
the weft and north of thefe hills Cilicia, except 
Ptolemy, who feems to make fome line from 
the gates of Amanus to be the bounds, which 
I take to be the bed of a winter torrent, that in 
a manner wafhes that fouth fide of Baias, and 
comes out from the vale between the hills, by 
which one paffes to thofe {freights. Cicero 
mentions thefe two ways as paffes into Cilicia, 
and the Jerufalem journey places Pi&anus in 
Cilicia, and Pangrios in Syria. The only con
jecture that can be made in favour of Ptolemy 

is, that poffibly in the divifion of the Roman 
provinces, fo much of Cilicia might be added 
to the province of Syria : On the whole, dif
ficulties arife on feveral accounts in considering 
the geography of thefe parts; though the 
mountain, which is north weft of Antioch, is 
commonly underftood to be mount Pieria, yet 
it feems to have extended, firft northward, and 
then to the eaft, near as far as Antab, if it be 
true, that the Singas rifes out of this mountain : 
Notwithstanding this ail thefe mountains, except 
that part which runs weft of Seleucia Pieriag, 
feem fometimes to have been called mount 
Amanus, and perhaps the weftern ridge of 
mountains near the fea was really mount Ama
nus, and the eaftern part mount Pieria, as we 
may likewife fuppofe that mount Amanus was 
between mount Pieria and Taurus to the north 
of it, and yet Amanus is fometimes called 
mount Taurus ; for Antioch, where Antab now 
Hands, was called Antioch at mount Taurus. 
Another difficulty arifes from the different 
bounds that are given of Cilicia and Syria, as 
already obferved -, and a third from the three 
paffes, which in their names are confounded 
with one another. 

n See Quintus Currius and Arrianus. 
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tains, he went a little to the north and took the city of Iffus* imprudently 
leaving Alexander behind him to the fouth, who hearing that Darius had 
crofted the mountains, advanced to meet him, and encamped among the 
hills of Cilicia in a place only broad enough for two fmall armies to 
engage. Darius having taken IfTus, advanced towards the river Pinarus, 
and Alexander havi'ng drawn him into the fitteff place that he could de-
fire, the battle enfued, which determined the empire of the world. It 
is to be obferved, that thefe rivers being choaked up, the ground is be
come fo morally, that now two armies could not be drawn up in that 
place; the fea like wife feems to have gained on the plain : It is not pro* 
bable that the battle was in the plain of Baias, becaufe that is large 
enough for two great armies to draw up in ; and Darius is faid to have 
marched towards the river Pinarus the day after he took Iflus, which 
implies that he marched fome way from IfTus, and did not engage in th$ 
plain at the walls of it. But what feems to determine that famous ac
tion to this place, is a very curious piece of antiquity, which no body 
has taken any notice of as fuch : On the hills to the fouth, in the face 
of the plain, and rather inclining down to the fea, there is a ruin that 
appears like two pillars, which are commonly called Jonas's pillars, on 
fome tradition not well grounded, that the whale threw up that prophet 
fbmewhere about this place. It was with the utmoft difficulty that I got 
to this ruin, by reafon that it is in the middle of a thick wood ; when I 
came to it, I found it to be the remains of a very fine triumphal arch 
of grey poliflied marble; the top of it, and great part of the piers, 
S. were fallen down j a plan and view of it, mewing what remains, 
maybe feenin the twenty-fifth plate a t T ; the corners of it were adorned 
with pilafters; the principal front was to the fouth, where there was a 
pillar on each fide, the pedeftals of which only remain. There feems 
to have been a paflage in the eaftern pier up to the top o£ i t ; the 
inner part is built of a kind of mouldering gravelly ftone or earth, cut 
out like hewn ftone, and appears almoft like unburnt brick; and I 
fhould have thought that it was a compofition, if I had not feen fuch a 
fort of ftone in this part. In order to ftrengthen the building there is a 
tier of marble at every third or fourth layer; what remains of the 
architecture has in it fo much beauty that one may judge it was built 
when that art flourimed, and might be ereded to the honour of Alexander 
by one of the kings of Syria. There are remains of a thick wall, which 
feem to have joined to the arch, and to have been thrown down ; it 
was probably part of the walls of Nicopolis, which city was doubtlefs 
built in memory of Alexander's victory over Darius, and on this account 
received its name; and probably the road went this way, until they 
might have occafion to carry it further from the fea. If this wall of 
Nicopolis extended to the mountains, it might ferve as a defence of the 
pafs, which may be the reafon why it was demolifhed. 

We went from Scanderoon to Baias on the twenty fixth ; having tra
velled about a mile, we turned the corner of the bay, and went north
ward in a plain about half a quarter of a mile broad ; we fbon left the 
fboar, and went by a gentle afcent up to the top of fome low hills co
vered with wood; we foon after afcended a higher hill through woods, 
the road being a little to the eaft of the abovementioned arch ; we def-
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tended from this hill into the plain, where, I fuppofe, the famous battle 
was fought, and went to Baias in the road already defcribed. We took 
fome refrefhment in the kane, and fet out again for Scanderoon; they 
told me, that to the eaft of the arch there was a village among the 
mountains, called Kaihib, and another fouth of it, called Oxfkey, which 
was a neft of rogues. At the river Merkes we overtook the aga of the 
independent bey of Baylane, with about fixty military men ; they were 
going to Arfous, as they faid, to take fome robbers ,• but I was after
wards informed, that it was to raife money, or drive away the cattle of 
thofe who could not pay what they exacted ; they called to me, and 
defired me to take coffee. The aga had a Venetian ilave, who was 
taken fo young that he could not talk Italian ,• he offered to fell him to 
me, tho' I apprehended he was not in earneft, and they defired 1 would 
not go on before them. I overtook them afterwards, repofing in another 
place, and they flopped us again, but I fent my man to him to defire 
him, as it was late, not to detain m e ; and on a promife not to lay any 
thing that they were coming, they permitted us to go on, and we ar-

Scanderoon. f j y e ( j a t s c a n d e r o o r i i This place is fituated on the fouth fide of the bay, 
and near the fouth eaft corner of i t : It is a tolerable port, the fhips 
tying not far from the (hoar. About half a mile from the town there 
riles a very plentiful fpring of fine water, called Jofeph's fountain; it 
makes a confiderable ftream, which winding in the plain, paries 
through the town, and falls into the fea ,• but the channel of it is fo 
choaked up in the plain, that it has made the country round about it a 
morafs, which is one great reafon of the unwholefbmnefs of the air in 
fummer, at which time the Europeans live moft in Baylan, and always 
fleep there ,• and if, by any accident, they are obliged to lie here, it 
is worfe than if they had flayed in Scanderoon all the fummer. Dur
ing the time I was here I always llept on board a fhip, which they do not 
judge dangerous. This air caufes a fort of lingering difbrder, often at
tended with a jaundice; and if they do not change the air, they com
monly die ; it alfo often throws perfons, when they firft come, into vio
lent and mortal fevers. It is faid the place was formerly ruined by the 
grand fignor« conftantly landing his army here for the Perfian wars; 
and that before that time the country being drained and well improved, 
the air was not bad : Tho ' it is the port of Aleppo, yet it is now only a 
iniferable poor town, that has rather the appearance of a fmall village. 
A factor for each European nation, that trades this way, refides here, 
and the trade is the only fupport of the place °. About half a mile to 

n Alexandretta has been generally thought to with mortar laid very thick between, not tomen-
fee Alexandria ad Iffum, called in the Jerufalem tion that the antients were generally fond of build-
Itinerary Alexandria Scabiofa ; but this place is ing on high places for ftrength. And to confirm 
but eight miles from Baias, which is the old that the beforementioned diftance of this place 
Iflus, whereas all the antients agree in placing is no miftake, the Pyte are fpoken of as five 
it fixteen miles to the fouth of Iffus. About parafangs, or eighteen miles and three quarters 
three miles to the fouth of Scanderoon there is diftant from Iflus: Thefe Pyise feem to be thofe 
a ftream which runs from Baylan, and has its of Syria, and the diftance agrees very well; for 
name from that place, where there are fome it being three miles from the pals to Baylan, 
very fmall ruins of brick buildings. It is pofli- and fourteen from that place to Baias j this 
ble Alexandria might be here ; but even this is agrees very well with the diftance mentioned, 
too near, and I fhould rather think that it was Haifa mile from this place we paffed a ftream 
about the firft hills three leagues to the fouth of called Shengan, which might be conveyed to 
Scanderoon ; for a little to the fouth of this the old town. 
height I faw ruins of a tower built of brick, 

the 
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the fouth of the town there is an octagon caftle well built of hewn 
ftone, the walls of it are low, but each fide is defended by a tower; it is 
called the caftle of Scanderbeg or Alexander, and feems to have been 
built by the Mamalukes, who were the belt architects in thefe parts 
and probably the defign of it was to hinder the landing of the Ottoman 
forces: To the north of it there is an old fquare tower, which is now 
inacceflible, by reafon of the morafs. 

C H A P . XXL 

Of mount RHOSSUS, and other places between SCANDE-
ROON and KEPSE, the antient SELEUCIA. 

W E fet out from Scanderoon to the fouthwards twenty feventh* 
pafTed by Scanderbeg's caftle, and went near the fea fhoar to the 
river of Baylan, which is about three miles from Scanderoon: I 

faw fome walls near it, and a ruin of antient brick, in which the mortar 
was laid very thick ; it had fomething of the appearance of a bagnio. We 
went on by the fea {hoar, and in about three hours from Scanderoon 
came to a ftream called Shengan, and foon after to fome high 
ground near the fea, and to another ftream called Agalicpour. We 
went over the hills into a plain, and in half an hour came to a rivulet 
called Farftalic, where the aga was, whom we overtook in our return 
from Baias to Scanderoon; and afterwards we met fome of his men driv
ing off the people's cattle. One of them aflced us to give him fome bread; 
and meeting another company, one of the fellows opened our bags by 
force, and took out all our provisions; afterwards we met two more, 
and one of them taking a fancy to fomething that I had, afked me to 
give it him, and, on my refufal, levelled his piece at m e ; fo I thought 
it the fecureft way to give fuch a trifle, without being obliged to do it 
by force. In order to avoid meeting any more of them, we went along 
the fea fhoar in a very bad road. Having travelled about an hour we 
turned to the eaft, and then crofted a rivulet to the fouth called Dul
gehan, and repofed in a fine lawn, encompafied with plane-trees, and 
large alders. 

Ptolemy makes the latitude of Myriandrus to be twenty minutes fouth 
of Alexandria, and 1 conje&ure that this place might have been on the 
river Dulgehan. Strabo mentions it as one of the places on the bay of 
Iflus ; and Ptolemy puts it ten minutes north of Rhofliis, with which 
this fite agrees very well, but it is at moft not above twenty miles from 
Scanderoon. However, fuppofing Alexandria to have been further fouth 
than Scanderoon, we may rather conclude, that Ptolemy might be mi-
ftaken in the diftance between thefe two places, than in that between 
two fuch remarkable towns as Alexandria and IfTus, in which others alio 
agree with h im: To the fouth of this place indeed there are two or three 
rivulets, on one of which Myriandrus might be fituated. The large plain of 

Arfous 

*7$ 



i8o O B S E R V A T I O N S 
Arfous begins a league further to the fouth; it is about three miles 
wide, and ten long, extending to Jebel Totofe, the antient mount 
Rhofius, of which Arfous, the name of the plain, may be a corruption. 
This mountain, as obferved before, is known to mariners by the name 
of Cape Hog, and is the fouth point or head of the bay of Iflus, now 
called the bay of Scanderoon. 

Arrian fays, that Alexander having pafTed the ftreights, that is, the 
ftreights of mount Taurus, out of Cappadocia, encamped at the city 
Myriandrus, by which he feemed to be prepared to encounter Darius, if 
he fhould force the gates of Syria, where he had placed a guard ; in 
which cafe, if he moved northward, he could march up to him, and 
give him battle in fome of thefe narrow plains to the north ; or if Da
rius came to meet him, he could advance towards him in the nar
row valleys between the hills, and not permit him to come lb far as the 
great plain of Rhofius, or Arfous, in order to draw up his large army to 
advantage. 

North of that plain, and to the weft of the fuppofed Myriandros. 
there are fome low hills, which run north and fouth, on which Alex
ander's army might be encamped near Myriandrus ; and if Darius had 
come to meet him, he could have given him battle in the narrow plain 
between thofe hills and the mountains; for this is the way Darius would 
moft probably have taken, the road by the lea fide being for the mod 
part hilly. How Alexander conducted his affairs on Darius's pafting 
the other ftreights has been obferved, and hiftories are full of the parti
culars of that memorable action. 

Being come into the plain of Arfous °, I obferved, that there was a 
narrow plain to the eaft between fome low hills and the mountains ; here 
it is poflible Alexander might have defigned to have drawn Darius to an 
engagement if he had forced the pafs of Syria. In three quarters of an 
hour we crofted a ftream, and in half an hour more a fecond, and 
about half a league from it came to a village of Turcomen, in the 
middle of a fine plantation of mulberry and fig trees ; the vines being 
planted fo as to twine about the latter. The people led us to their vil-

° South of the plain of Arfous we came to tains. In the very beginning of his account of Sy-
mount Rhofius, which joins the other moun- ria, without putting down the particular territo-
tains to the eaft and fouth. Strabo lays, the ly, he mentions Alexandria, Myriandrus, Roflus, 
mountains of Pieria join to Amanus and Rhof- the rock of Rofius,Seleucia Pierije,and the mouth 
fus 51 fhould have rather thought Rhofius a part of the Orontes ; thefe I take to be the mari-
of the mountain of Pieria, and Coryphysus time towns of Pieria. The maritime places 
another part of it, that is the high mountain that follow from Pofidium to Baleraea inclu-
between it and the city of Seleucia Pierise. five, are mentioned only under the general de-
The exalt divifion of the country, according nomination of Syria, and feem to be the ma-
to the old geography, feems to be confufed: ritime places of Caffiotis, Pofidium being a 
Pliny and Mela call k Seleucis Antiochene. little to the fouth of mount Caffius. On mount 
The truth is, Seleucis feems to be divided into Rhofius there was a town of the lame name ; 
Pieria, Cafiiotis, and Seleucis Proper; in the laft and I was afiured, after I left thofe parts, that 

.Ptolemy places only Gephyra, Gindarus, and Im- there are great ruins to be feen there ; and the 
ma, that is the plain to the north of the Orontes, rock of RofTus is mentioned in the fame degree 
extending from Imma in the Aleppo road to the of latitude : From Pofidium I faw a rock in the 
country near Seleucia Pierias on the fea. He fea, at fome little diftance from the point of 
mentions the places of Pieria, but they feem the mountain ; this is thought to refemble a 
only to be fuch as are inland, probably on the boar's head, which might give occafion for cal-

' very mountain of Pieria, being Pinara, the ling this point of land Ros Canzir [The Boar's 
gates of Syria, and Pagrai; the firft is un- head] ; and it has the fame fignification in other 
jcnown, and the two others are on the moun- languages. 

lage, 
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lage, where they formerly lived in great affluence, until they had of 
late been much oppreflfed by their governors. I faw here feveral broken 
pillars, efpecially about the Turkifh burial place; as it rained, thun
dered, and lightened, we lay all night in one of their out houfes. On 
the twenty eighth we went on, palled a rivulet called Boilu, and in an 
hour came to Alhope, an Arab village ; there are many winter torrents 
about this place, that fpread over the plain ; in an hour we came to fbme 
hills that ftretch weftwards from the mountains, and arrived at a village 
on the foot of them, where the people were afraid of us, but fent a man 
to fhew us the way: Having palled thefe hills we afcended others to 
Ibme hutts that belonged to a village called Eimerakefy; we repofed 
here under the made of a tree, and the people very civilly brought us 
bread and milk. Here I hired two men to go with me over mount 
Rhoflus, now called Totose ; the men I had taken with me from Scan-
deroon returning from this place. We went to a village very pleafantly 
lituated, the hills encompaffing a vale below, which forms a fort of 
amphitheatre, and produces plenty of fruit, as oranges, lemons, peaches^ 
and pomegranates. We had alio, from this place, $ fine prolpecl: of the 
lea, of Aias-kala on the point of Mallo, of the bay of Tarfus, and mount 
Taurus ; one of the men of whom 1 had hired horfes being of this village, 
the people were very civil $ I was conducted to a houfe, and a "youth brought 
me a prefent of pomegranates $ as the weather was bad we flayed here all 
day; the head of the village came to lis, and we had an entertainment of 
boiled wheat with meat in it, and a di£h of the pumkin kind, drefled 
after their way. In the evening I moved to a tree, under which we 
repofed all night. On the twenty ninth we afcended an hour thro* 
woods of pine trees to a fpring of water, and afterwards as much fur
ther, by a very fteep afcent to the. higheft part of the hill which we 
were to pafs, the mountains being much higher to the weft; we law 
a deep valley below, and travelling on upon the mountains, we came 
to a fine green ipot, where I faw laurel and yew, the only place in 
which I had feen the former grow wild; and I had not obferved the 
latter out of England, except in gardens ; there were alfo box trees aria 
horn bean on this mountain in great abundance. We at length des
cended into another valley to the fbuth, which feerhed to divide the 
mountain ; we went in it about two hours, and came to a large rivu
let called the Oterjoye\ We went an hour further in this valley, and 
afcending, in three quarters of an hour we pafled by two or three 
houfes, where the people would not receive ftrangers; fb we Went ah 
hour further crofling to the other fide of the vale, and came to a few 
houfes, where we lay on the top of one of t hem; the houfes are low, 
and ufually built againft the fide of a hill, to fave the expence of a wall. 
On the thirtieth I faw to the weft ruins of a thick wall, and of fbme 
houfes. We travelled three hours in a very bad road, and coming to the 
fouth fide of the mountain, pafled by a ruined church called Motias, 
and fodn after faw to the left the firft of the three Armenian villages in 
this country, which is called Alchaphah. We pafled by a large ruined 
convent called Gebur, where there are remains of a lofty church. In 
another hour we arrived at the fecond Armenian village called JonelaC; 
thefe villages have each of them a church, and are governed by Chri-
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ftians, called caias, or deputies, appointed by the Turkifti governors; 
but they are liable notwithftanding to the oppreffion of the Turkifh offi
cers, who are fent among them to collect their rents and taxes, and 
when they have made fine improvements, they often take them entirely 
out of their hands. 

To the weft, among the mountains, there was a fmall volcano, or 
eruption of fire, which may ftill continue. I had an account of it 
from an Englifh gentleman, who went to fee it not many years ago : 
When he was conduced to it, they were obliged to defcend a hill with 
much difficulty, the furface of which they found very hot, and on the 
fide of it came to the volcanoes, being two fmall holes, out of which there 
iflued a fmoak, and, as they were affured, fometimes a flame; the peo
ple of thofe parts, who conducted them, were of that feci:, who are 
faid to be worfhippers of the devil, of whom I mall give an account. 
They obliged them to buy a cock, and carry to the place, and would 
have them facrifice i t ; but they excufed themfelves, and left the infidels 
to perform that fuperftition : They took up their lodgings with them • 
but one of the gentlemen, who underftood Arabic, finding they were 
to be plundered at leaft, they departed precipitately, and efcaped the 
danger. 

Travelling ftill on the fide of the hills, we went weftward, crofting fe-
veral deep beds of mountain torrents, with fteep hills on each fide; and 
afcending a hill a little to the north weft, came to the third Armenian 
village* called Kepse\ 

G H A P. XXII. 

Of KEP&E the antient SELEUCIA of PIERIA. 

KE P S E is fituated about a mile from the fea, and is remarkable, 
as it is on the fpot where the antient Seleucia Pieria? ftood, a 
place of a moft extraordinary fituation, of great natural ftrength, 

and well fortified by art. Seleucus the firft, king of Syria, built it foon 
after he had vanquished Antigonus, at a time when he was not fettled 
in his kingdom, and probably fortified this city, with a political view 
to have it as a place for the laft refort in cafe Antioch fhould be taken ; 
for there are many confiderations that would otherwife have induced him 
to have built the city on the plain ibelow; and about the port there was 
actually a well fortified fuburb, where, for conveniency, they held their 
markets. Seleucia was fituated on a rocky foil, on the fouth fide of the 
mountain, very near to the fbuth weft corner of it,- a plan of the city 
may be feen in the twenty-fifth plate. The walls on the fbuth fide 
at A were built on high clifts over the plain; to the weft at B on the brow 
of a fteep defcent, over the bed of a mountain torrent, that runs fouth-
wards into the plain ; to the north at C on clifts over the bed of the fame 
torrent, and towards the north eaft part thefe clifts are very high and 
perpendicular ; there is a defcent within the walls from the north eaft, 

north 
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north weft, and eaft ; and a fteep defcent on the eaft fide without the 
walls, which cannot be lefs than fifty or fixty feet deep; at the bottom 
of it there is a natural fofiee; but here the place being weakeft, 
there was a double wall at D ; the outer one confifted of very large 
ftones, and was ten feet thick; the inner wall was well built of hewn 
ftone, and defended by fquare turrets about fifty paces apart. On the 
eaft fide of the city there is a very narrow bed of a winter torrent, which 
is a natural fofiee from F to V ; there being a great defcent from the 
wall down to the rivulet; there is alfb a gentle defcent within to 
the fouth eaft corner, where the rock is low, and confequently the fitua-
tion weak, the walls are there very ftrongly built, and defended by 
a large fquare tower, and a ftrong enclofure at H made within them, 
as a fort of a caftle for defence, in cafe the outer walls fhould be 
taken ; there is alfo a caftle at G, and another at X. From the north 
eaft corner F, is the greateft height of the hill, which may be looked 
on as the fummit of it, continuing the whole length of the double 
wall ; and from the north and eaft fides there is a defcent to all the 
other parts of the town. In fuch a fituation it muft have been dif
ficult to have conveyed ofF the water ; but this they contrived by mak
ing drains arched over, which begin at fbme diftance from the walls, 
and lefiening as they approach to them end at the walls like pike holes. 
Thefe drains are filled with large ftones, fo that the water had an out
let, without any confiderable openings that might weaken the city. In 
the plain near the fouth weft corner of the city there was a fine bafbn I , 
which was walled round ; the defign of it was to receive the fhippmg; 
from it the paflage, or channel K leads to the fea. To the north of this 
channel there is a flat fpot of ground, about half a mile fquare at L , 
to which there is a gentle afcent, where at the fouth weft point of the 
hill was a tower M. On this fpot alfo there is another ftrong tower N, 
from which a wall was built over the fea clifts to the north as far as 
the famous channel O, cut in the rock, which I fhall have occafion to 
mention ; this together with the wall, enclofed the port, and joyned it 
to the- fuburb below. This tower feems to have been defigned as a de
fence to the port, as well as the tower M. On the fouth fide alfb of 
the entrance there was another tower P, built on the rock which be
neath was hollowed into a room twenty four feet long, and ten feet wide : 
Near this there is a pier <^, which runs into the fea, and is eighteen 
paces wide, and about fixty feven long ; it is built of very large ftones, 
fbme of which are twenty feet long, five deep, and fix feet wide; the 
ftones have been joyned together by iron cramps, the marks of which are 
ftill to be feen. A little way to the north of this there is fuch an
other pier R, fifteen paces wide, and a hundred and twenty long 3 and 
the bottom being kept clean and open between thefe piers, it is probable 
the fhipping lay there in the fummer, as in the winter they were doubt-
lefs laid up in the bafon: The fouth fide of this bafbn, and the entrance 
to it were built ftrong for defence, and a wall was carried from the bafon S, 
about half a furlong to the fouth, defended by towers, for greater 
fecurity. From the eaft end of the bafbn the wall T was built along near 
a rivulet, that comes from the eaft fide of the town, and that wall was 
carried on to the clift at the fouth eaft corner of the city. 

On 
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On the fouth eaft fide of the city there was a ftrong gate Z, adorned 

with pilafters, and defended with round towers. This gate is ftill ftand* 
ing, almoft entire, and is called the gate of Antioch. 

The ftream and mountain torrent, as I obferved, ran on the weft fide of 
the town towards the fouth, and confequently muft have gone where the 
bafbn now is, and, after heavy rains, muft have overflown all thofe parts, 
and done much damage; fo that, I fuppofe, in order to carry the ftream 
another way, that extraordinary work was executed, which Polybius takes 
notice of as the only communication the city had with the fea, which) he 
fays, was cut out of the rock like ftairs. It is the paflage O, which is from 
fourteen to eighteen feet wide; the firft part from the eaft, for two hundred 
and fixty paces in length, and about forty feet in height, is cut under 
the foot of the mountain; the reft, which is about eight hundred and 
twenty paces in length, is funk down from fifteen to about twenty feet 
in the folid rock, and is open at top; it ends at the fea, and the laft 
part is cut down lower, and great pieces of rock are left acrofs the 
paflage to make the entrance difficult, there being a path left only on 
one fide, which might be clofed upon any occafion; they call this in 
Turkifh, Garice [A channel for water]. It is not cut with fteps, as Poly
bius defcribes itj along the fides of it there are fmall channels to 
convey water from the higher parts to the ground, which is to the fouth 
of it, and is the fouth weft corner of the hill that is cut off by this 
channel, and is feparated from the hill on which the city ftands by 
the bed of the torrent, which goes to the port. This extraordi
nary channel ends a little way to the north of the northern pier R. 
The water formerly run through it, but now it does not go that way, 
unlefs after great floods: It is faid, that the Arabs coming into thefe 
parts, turned the water to the north weft, where I faw it run by a fort 
of a fubterraneous paflage at T ; the ftream alfo in fbme parts takes its 
old courfe, though ftrong walls were built, which are ftill ftand ing at 
W, to turn it another way ; but it is to be queftioned, if they had not 
fbme contrivance to carry part of it to the fuburb about the port, and 
to the bafbn, when it was neceflary, in*order to fill i t ; and part of it 
now runs into the bafbn, which is choaked up and become a morafs; 
and the water at prefent goes in two fmall ftreams into the fea, one 
throughthe ch annel of the bafbn, and the other to the fouth weft of it 
at Y. The top of the hill, on each fide of the artificial paflage 
through the rock is cut into fepulchral grots, efpecially on the fouth 
fide; fbme of thefe are very grand, and have courts before them, with 
feveral apartments one within another, fupported by pillars of the folid 
rock; fome of them which are near the paflage have epitaphs cut on them; 
there are likewife many imperfect infcriptions and feveral reliefs, which 
feem rather works of fancy than for any particular defign ; but the chief 
burial places were grots, near the fouth eaft corner of the town by the fide 
of the road that leads to Antioch. To the north of the town there are fbme 
aqueducts cut through the mountains, by which the water is brought a 
confiderable way, and might be made in order to fecure a conftant fup-
p ly ; though they have fprings on the very height of the town; but with
out doubt they were not fufKcient for fo large a city, which was at leaft 
four miles in circumference. On the north fide, under the walls which 

are 
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are opposite to this aqueduct, there is an oblong fquare open place cut irl 
the ciitt, about twenty-four feet above the ground; it is eight paces long, 
and three wide, the afcent to it is by a ladder ; there are two niches alfo 
cut into the rock, which feem to have been defigned for altars; over 
one of them there is a large crofs in relief; they call it the convent of 
Codryllus, and it is probable that it was the hermitage of fome Chri^ 
ftian of that name. Above this, near a quarter of a mile to theeaft of 
the city walls, there is a fepulchral grotto, over the door of which is a 
relief cut on the rock, reprefenting a woman fitting in a chair, leaning 
her head on her right hand, and holding with her left the right arm of 
the chair, as in a melancholy pofture; before her ftands a child which 
is probably defigned for her daughter; on one fide there is a relief, 
in which the woman is giving fomething to her child; this probably was 
a fepulchre made for a beloved daughter. There is another hermitage 
which they call faint Drus, and a narrow afcent over it cut out of the 
rock up the fide of a fteep clift, which leads to a fpot that they call a 
caftle, and might be defigned for a place of retreat. 1 went along the 
fide of the mountain towards the weft, to the north of the ftream that 
runs on the north fide of the city, and foon palled by the ruins of a 
large convent with Its church, from which I afcended northwards by a 
very difficult way to the eaft end of the fummit of the mountain, which 
is very narrow, and on three fides there is a fteep precipice. This fum
mit of the hill, which is exceedingly ftrong by nature, is worked into a 
little fortrefs, and they call it the caftle; but it is contrived in fiich 3. 
manner that nothing is feen on the outfide,- the rock is worked into a 
fence like a wall, and is fupplied in fome places with an artificial work; 
and under it the rock is hollowed into a large ciftern. This place, 
which might be defended by a fmall number of people, feems to have 
been defigned as a private retreat for a few perlbns in any danger, where 
they might fecure things of the greateft value. Returning down to the 
convent, I went to the weft till I came to that part of the mountain, 
which is near the fea, and turning northwards walked about four miles 
in a foot way over the fea, to view fome ruins: This road goes all along 
to mount Rhoftus, and fo to the plain of Arfous; I was difappointed as 
to the ruins I went in fearch of, rinding only the remains of a little con
vent and its church, and a few finall chapels about the mountain, which 
probably belonged to hermitages, and fome cifterns built to receive the 
water from the mountains. 

Within the city there are very few ruins to be feen except of the walls: 
Towards the fouth part there is a raifed ground a, in a regular form, 
where poffibly there might be a temple ; on the weft fide of the road 
that runs to the fouth eaft through the town, are fome remains of pil
lars ftanding at b ; towards the gate of Antioch Z, there is a large 
fquare d, which is levelled by cutting away the rock, and it is fhaped in 
fome parts like a wall. This might be either the court to fome large 
building, or the fite of fome publick edifice, or poffibly might ferve as 
a refervoir for water. To the north of this road there is a hollow ground 
like the bed of a torrent, and over it to the eaft a height, where I concluded 
from a regular piece of ground that there might be another publick building. 
This is all that is to be feen of thofe magnificent temples and buildings 
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or which Polybius makes mention. The northern part of the town was 
well watered, but there is no profpect from i t : I law remains of aque
ducts on the ground, that were carried from fome of the higheft 
Iprings. 

The louthern part of the city was very pleafant, commanding from 
moft parts a view of the fea, mount Caflius, the port, the plain to tlie 
fouth, and of the Orontes running through it. The publick buildings 
feem to have been in the parts already defcribed, and it is probable that 
they were inhabited by people of diftindtion -, and here the kings of Sy
ria might have their palace. I obferved one particularity in the build
ing of the walls of the city, by which I afterwards diftinguilhed the 
buildings of thofeages; they fet one tier of ftones on the end length
ways, with the broadeft fide outermoft, and the other tier flat with the 
ends outermoft, and fo alternately. 

I obferved a particular faihion among the women of Kepfe; they wear 
a fort of c a p made of filver money, fattened round in rows by holes, 
made in them: Among thefe there are many antient medals of the Sy
rian kings, and of the city itfelf, which are often found here; fo that 
the head of a lady of Kepsd is often a very valuable piece of anti
quity. 

From this place I crofTed over the plain fouthwards about four miles 
to the Orontes. From the mountains the country appears like a plain 
all the way to Antioch ; but about a league to the eaft from the lea, 
there are low hills almoft as far as that city, which have fruitful valleys 
between them. We faw on the eaft a plealant village on a hill, which 
feems to have retained its antient Greek name, being called Lyfias. 

Port of An- I went towards the mouth of the Orontes to lee if I could find any 
uoc * remains of the antient port of Antioch, which I difcovered before I ar

rived at the mouth of that river, at the diftance of near two miles from 
the fea. There is a large bafon fo rilled up, that I could not be certain 
whether it was of a multangular, or round figure, but I took it to be 
the latter; it was filled from above by the river, at a place where the 
river Winds, fo that the ftream flowed directly into a canal that leads 
to the bafon, by which the mipping entered into it. This canal had, 
without doubt, flood gates to hinder too great a quantity of water from 
running into it on any riling of the river. I obferved from the north 
eaft fide of the balbn two canals, winding round part of it in a circular 
form, one within the other, having no outlet, which feem to have 
been defigned as places for laying up their veffels. Near a mile to the 
Weft of this bafon there are ruins of feveral houles along the river, which 
donotfeem to be of any very great antiquity, but probably were houfes of 
merchants, and warehoufesj when Antioch flourilhed in the middle ages, 
at which time it was called the port of St. Simon, probably from a mo-
naftery which is built on the north fide of mount Calfius, and is very 
difficult of accefs; it is ftill feen facing the port, and was probably de
dicated to St. Simon, or it might have its name from the convent on 
the hill called Beneelify, half way to Antioch, of which I fhall give 
an account. To the weft of this port there are ruins of a fmall 
church, and very near it a ruined enclolure, about eight paces fquare, 
the wafls of which are twelve feet thick; this feems to have been a kind 
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of fortrefs, and it might ferve alio for a kane, and for warehoufes. The 
prefent port is a little further to the weft, about half a mile from the 
mouth of the Orontes ; the boats come to the banks of the river, and 
there are only a few huts built as warehoufes for the fait that is brought 
to this place from Tripoli, and for the rice that is imported from Lati-
chea, and is brought to that city from Damiata in iEgypt The Orontes 
here is deep, tliQUgh not very wide, and the river as formerly might very 
well be made navigable to Antioch, which is computed to be about 
twenty miles from the lea ; but, tfcey fey, the bed of the river is choaked 
near that city. In all this plain they talk Arabic, tho' on the hills oil 
each fide they fpeak Turkifh, and the Chriftiaris, who are not Greeks, 
talk Armenian. 

Mount Caffius is now called Jebel Ocrafj £The bald mountain] ; it isMountCaT-
about two miles fouth of the river; bjit a little above the old port the l 

foot of the hills come to the Orontes; it is certainly a very high moun
tain ; but Pliny feems to exceed when he fays it is fb high, that, at 
the fourth watch, they faw the fun rifing in the eaft, and turning them-
felves to the weft, they might fee day and night at the lame time -> and he 
fays moreover that it was four miles in perpendicular height. I know 
not what mountain Anti-Caffius could be, unlefs it was a fummit of 
mount Caffius to the fbuth, which appears but in very few places, and* 
I think, I faw it only from one place near Pofidium, all the other hills 
being very low with regard to mount Caffius. 

All this country is much improved with mulberry trees for the filk 
worms -, thefe parts producing great quantity of filk, and not a little to
bacco, which is fbme of beft in Syria ; I went eaftward from this place 
to Antioch. About halfway there is a long high hill to the north of the 
river, which is called Beneclefy [The thoufand churches] probably from 
a great number of churches formerly on it: A t the top pf it are the re
mains Of a very noble convent, called faint Simon Stylites; the whole 
was ericompafted with a wall built of large hewn ftone, about ninety 
paces in front, and two hundred and thirty in length. The church feems 
within to have been a Greek crofs, though the building without is fquare* 
and there were probably two chapels, a facrifty, and chapter-houfe, to 
make it a fquare; the middle part was an o&agon, four fides of it being 
open to the church; and, as well as I could judge, there were four altars 
in the other four fides ; in the middle of the odtagon is the lower part of 
faint Simon's pillar, cut out of the rock, with two fteps to the pedeftal; 
it is exactly on the model, and of the famedimenfions, as that near Aleppo. 
This hill is a rich fpot of ground, and a fine fituation, commanding a 
view of the fea, of the plain, o£ the river winding between the hills of 
Antioch, and of the lake beyond it, not to mention the pleafant coun
try which was the fpot of the antient Daphne. This may be the hili 
Trapezon, fb called in Greek from its refemblance to a table; for 
Strabo, immediately after it, mentions Seleucia and RhofTus. The Greek 
patriarch, about thirty years ago, endeavoured to get this beautifulplace 
into his hands, and was well guarded with firmans from Conftanti-
nople ; but the mob role at Antioch, and the people there, and of the 
country round about, came in great numbers, and deftroyed not only 
the new building, but alfo what remained of the old. As I went down 
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the hill I faw fome few ruins, probably of hermitages and churches, and 
came a fecond time to Antioch. 

C H A P . XXIII. 

Of ANTIOCH. 

Antigonia. A Ntigonus, who fucceeded Alexander in the government of Syria, 
f~\ built a city near the place where Antioch now ftands, and call

ed it Antigonia. Enquiring for ruins of an old city near An
tioch, I was informed there were fome flgns of an old town, about a 
league and a half to the eaft of Antioch ; and when I came to Antioch 
from the eaft, as mentioned before, I obferved at a place where a point of 
the hills makes out neareft to the river, the foundations of very thick 
walls, and further weft fome others, which I concluded to be the walls 
of Antigonia, and may be the foundations of the two gateways; it is 
probable the walls were built to the river, and the low hills over it for
tified. Seleucus vanquishing Antigonusr did not think this fituation 
ftrong enough lor the capital of his kingdom, fo deftroying the town, 
he built, with the materials of it, the city* which he called Antiochia, after 
the name of his father. 

Antioch. Antioch is remarkable for its extrordinary fituation, as well as for 
having been one of the moft confiderable cities of the eaft. It was the re-
fidence of the Macedonian kings of Syria for feveral hundred years, and 
afterwards of the Roman governors of that province, fo that it was call
ed the queen of the eaft. It is alfo remarkable in ecclefiaftical hiftory 
for being the fee of the great patriarchate of the eaft, in which St. Peter 
firft l a t ; it was here that Barnabas and Paul feparated for the work of the 
gofpel *, the latter embarking for Cyprus. This city is often mentioned 
in the Ads of the Apoftles, and particularly that the difciples of Chrift 
were here firft named Chriftians ?; fo that it was called the eye of the 
eaftern church. It was at this place the great unfortunate Germanicus 
funk under the jealoufy of Tiberius, who made ufe of Pilb to poifbn 
him. Many emperors when they came into the eaft,paffed a confiderable 
time in this city, and Lucius Verus, in particular, fpent four fummers 
at Daphne near this place, paflmg his winters in Antioch, and at Lao-
dicea. 

Situation. ^ e e x a & fituation of the city is ftill to be feen, becaufe the old 
walls are ftanding, and fome of them, which are built with the greateft 
ftrength, are perfectly entire, though a great part of them has been very 
much fhattered by earthquakes, which have been very terrible and frequent 
at this place ; a plan of the city may be feen in the twenty fixth plate 
at A. Antioch was fltuated on the fummit, and the north fide of the two 
hills B and C, and on the plain which is to the north of them, which is 
between the hills and the river S, and was about four miles in circum-

P Ads xv. 22, 39. 9 Acts xi. 26. 
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ference. Pliny r fays, that it was divided by the river Orontes, from 
which one would conclude that there was a fuburb to the north of the 
river, of which there are now no figns. The hill to the fouth weft B, is 
high and very fteep ; that to the eaft C is lower, and there is a fmall 
plain on the top of it. 

The walls are built along the height of the hills, and to the fouth WaUfc 

where there is no defcent, the approach is rendered difficult by a deep 
foflee: Thefe hills are divided at E, by a very deep narrow bed of a 
mountain torrent, acrofs which a wall F, is built, at leaft fixty feet high; 

* there are: two views of it in the twenty-feventh plate; C is that to the 
weft, and D is the view to the eaft; it had an arch below to let the 
water pafs, which is in part built u p ; fo that a great body of water often' 
lies againft the wall ; it is called the iron gate, which name it- might 
have from, fome grates or fences of iron to the arch, by which the wa
ters pafled under it. About half way up on each fide of the wall there is 
a walk at E, from the road on the hills ; the eaftern paffage feems to 
have ferved for an aqueduct; for on the other fide I faw figns of a ftone 
channel from i t ; and here the water of the lower aqueduct, which I 
ihall mention, feems to have pafTed. This wall is" a moft extraordinary 
building, by which the two hills are joined for fixty feet at leaft above 
the bed of the torrent that divides them; and the city walls are carried 
from it, up the fteep hills, in a moft furprizing manner; but, tho' they 
are built on a rockj and with the utmoft art, yet they could not with-
ftand the fhocks of fo many great earthquakes that have happened:. 
However oa the weft fide of the weftern hill the wall T is built up the 
fteep afcent, in fuch a manner that it has refilled both time and earth
quakes ; it is exceedingly ftrong, and well built of ftone, with beautiful •, 
fquare towers at equal diftances, which cpnfift of feveral ftories: I am per-
fwaded that this is the very wall built by Seleucus, and yet there is not 
the leaft breach in it, nor a iign of any; and from this one may judge 
how beautiful all the walls muft have been. There were no battlements 
to the wall, but there was a walk on the top of i t ; and where there was, 
any afcent, the top of the wall was made in fteps, fo that they could go 
all round the city on the walls with greateft eafe; and it is probable 
there were fuch fteps alfo on the walls which were built up the very 
fteep precipices from the iron gate, where all is now in ruins, and by 
this wall of communication they, without doubt, went from one 
hill to the other. The fteps on the walls were very convenient, 
for that hill is fo fteep that I rode four miles round to the 
fouth eaft, in order to afcend the hill without difficulty. The fouth. 
fide of the weftern hill might be aflaulted with the greateft eafe, tho* 
defended by foffees, and I found that the walls there had been much 
repaired ; thofe on the plain to the weft are defended by a deep bed of 
a winter torrent G. Thefe walls muft have been deftroyed, and entirely 
rebuilt; for they are of ftone and brick, and probably were a Roman 
work: The towers are very high, but the greateft part of the walls are 
fallen down, and lie in large pieces on the ground, which demonftrate, that 
the fhock muft have been great that overturned them. The wall to the 
north is at fome little diftance from the river : The towers are about feventy 
paces apart, and being near the river, and confequently not on fo good a 
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foundation as the others, one may fee they have often been repaired ; 
a part of them and fome houfes fell by an earthquake that happened 
whilft I was at Aleppo, which an Englifh gentleman who had refided 
there fifty years, affirmed to be the greateft he had ever felt. 

Afitirat It is faid that this city, which was about four miles in circumference, 
<mes. • ^ ^ bmit at four times, and confided in a manner of four cities, divided 

from one another by walls: The firft was built by Seleucus Nicator, and 
inhabited by the people brought from Antigonia -y this probably was built 
on the high weftern hill B, taking in the foot of it, fo as that the wall 
might be fo far above the plain as to receive fome ftrength from that 
fituation; and there are remains of the foundations of very thick walls 
by the road, which goes near the bottom of the bill. The fecond was 
built by thofe who came to dwell in this city after the building of the 
flrft, for the people muft neceffarily have flocked to this place when it 
became the refidence of the kings of Syria ,• this probably was built be -̂
tweeri the hill and the river, being in all likelihood inhabited by mer
chants and tradefmen, to whom the neighbourhood of the river muft 
be very convenient. The third city was built by king Seleucus CallimV 
cus, poflibly on the other hill. The- fourth was the work of Antibchus 
Epiphanes, king of Syria, which might be in the plain between that hill 
and the river. The prefent town V, which is about a mile in circum
ference, ftands oh the plain at the north weft part of the old city, all 
die other parts of the plain within the walls being converted into gar
dens ; fo that I could fee nothing of the walls that divided the cities on. 
t he plain. The old city being compofed in a manner of four cities had 
the name of Tetrapolis. ? 

Antiquities. There are very little remains within the city of any antient buildings. 
The high hill B has three fummits, and is divided into three parts: 
by {hallow beds of winter torrents; the middle fummit H, is the higheft-
ia the eaft of that there is another fummit I, on which there are 
great remains of a caftle ; there are femicircular turrets in the front 
of it,, which is to the weft. At the north eaft corner there are remains 
of a bagnio, and the caftle is built with vaults under it, which might 
ferve as cifterns for the rain water: They had alfo another provifion 
for water, which is a round bafon K, between the caftle and the middle 
fummit; it is fifty three paces in diameter, and is now eight feet deep, 
though doubtleis the ground has rifen; it is built of ftone and brick, 
like the walls: There is an entrance to it to the fouth weft, with a round 
tower on each fide of it, from which entrance there muft have been a 
defceiit with fteps : They have a tradition, that the Roman emperors 
ufed to divert themfelves here in boats. Near the foot of this hill in the 
prefent town, are remains of the front of a large building of brick L, which 
they.call, Prince, and fay it was the palace of the emperors; and rihey 
have a tradition, that a chain went to it from the the caftle to give im
mediate notice of any thing that might happen -t the architecture of it 
feems to be of the fourth or fifth century. 

Aquedu&s. The aqueducts are the principal works of antiquity here : Near the 
eaftern part of the town there are indeed feveral fprings, and particu
larly fome within the eaft gate R, called Bablous, whichmay be a corrup
tion from Babylon, this being the gate that leads that way: But the higher 
parts of the town were to be fupplied with water, and the whole plain alfo 
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below, concerning which the antients were very provident, and fpared no 
expence: The water of the aqueduft was derived from a place called 
Battelnia, about four or five miles diftant in the way to Latichea, which 
I take to be the very fpot where Daphne ftood : Here the water flows 
out of the hill in great abundance, and turns feveral mills. I could fee 
that art had been ufed to bring other fprings to it, for I faw at that place 
channels of hewn ftone, which, I fuppofe, ferved for that purpofe ; it was 
then carried towards Antioch in the feme manner ; I have reafon to 
think that all the fprings are at fome little diftance, and conveyed to that 
place in channels, for it falls down like a cafeade from its own bed into 
a little narrow vale or bed that goes towards the Orontes; and from this 
place a fufficient quantity of it was carried by channels of hewn ftone 
Tinder ground along the fide of the h i l l ; it runs in this manner about a 
mile, and then going to a little valley, m which there is a fmall rivulet 
that comes from the mountains^ the water was there conveyed on arches, 
which ftill remain j, a view of them may be feen in the twenty-feventh 
plate at F ; it is in the manner of the antient aqueduct called Pont du, 
Garde near Nifmes in France, but much inferior to it, for there is but 
one aichin each of the two lower ftories£ the uppermoft arches of it are 
built of brick; the channel afterwards is carried along the fide of the 
iiil!,, and where any waters run, or there is any bed of a torrent, a* 
fingle high arch is built over the narrow vale. I faw one between this^ 
and the ftream ca^ed Zoiba,. where there k a very lofty arch reprefented at 
B„ irt the feme plate; I few alfo two more aqueducts between that and 
the; town, each eonfifting of a fmall arch; and at the bed of the tor
rent, under the weftern wallsx there is one of five arches, represented 
$t A in the feme plate: The water then runs on the fide of the ruB under 
ground, and where there is an eafy afcent at the foot of the fouth weft 
h£H, there are fey-eral arches turned, which appear like fmall arched cha
pels, where there were conduits, from which they drew water for the 
convenience of feveral parts of the town. Further to the eaft where the 
M l is fteep, a channel is cut along through the rock about two feet wide, 
and four or five high, worked archwife at top j and one may walk in it 
as in tkofe at Fege near Damafeus; it continues along in this manner to
wards- the iron gate, and having paned an fome arches, which I fhall 
mention^ the channel is cut in the feme manner on the fide of the othet 
hill. It is to be obferved, that there was a lower aqueduct, probably 
built by the kings of Syria before the higher aqueduct was begun, and it 
h poflibk that the latter might be built by the Romans. I faw remains of 
the lower aqueduel near the fountain of Zoiba about two lower miles 
fouth weft of Antioch ; the arches ate low and ruinous; part of the lower 
aqueduct is feen oyer a hollow ground along the fide of the hill, and at that 
valley where the aqueduct F is built, reprefented in the plan. In aU theie 
places this lower aqueduct confifts of one arch, and it probably went to th$ 
iron gate, which ferved as a conveyance fbrthe water to the other hill j £>r 
below the iron gate to the north weft there are ruins of three arches M, a-
crofs the valley, which feem to have had other arches built on them, and 
it is probable there were three ftories of arches, the uppermoft joyning 
the channels, which are on the oppolite fides of the hills. 
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As to fepulchral grots, I cannot fay that I obferved.any to the eaftof 

town, I faw indeed fome grottos cut into the mountain, which might 
be for another ufe ; and poffibly it was the cuftom here to burn their 
dead after the Greek manner. It is probable, that in the antient city 
they had great works under ground to carry off the waters that came 
from the mountain after rain; and they might alfo have cifterns under their 
houfes to preferve the water after the eaftern manner ; for now after 
rains, the water runs in the ftreets of the city like mountain torrents. 

Prefent city. The prefent city of Antioch is ill built, the houfes low, with only 
one ftory above ground ; the roofs are almoft flat, made of light rafters 
laid from one wall to another, and covered with thin tiles, which feem 
to be contrivances to make their houfes above as light as poffible, that as 
they are on a bad foundation they may not fink by the weight above ; or 
if they chance to be thrown down by earthquakes, that the people in them 
may not be crufhed by the weight of the roof. The governor here has 
the title of waiwode, and is under the pallia of Aleppo, but is appointed 
from Conftantinople. 

Churches. There are remains of only three or four churches in Antioch; that of 
faint Peter and Paul is about a quarter of the way up the eaftern hill at 
N, but there are very little remains of it. I faw there fome pieces of 
marble of a Mofaic pavement; it is probable that this was the patriarchal 
church, and they might be determined to build it in fo inconvenient a 
place, from a tradition that faint Peter or faint Paul either lived or 
preached the gofpel there. It is very probable that the patriarchal palace 
was on the top of this hill, which is a fine level fpot, and the whole hill 
might belong to the church; for on the fide of it, towards the iron gate, 
is the church of faint John O, which is hewn out of the rock, being a 
fort of grotto open to the weft ; there is no altar in i t ; but the Greeks, 
who have fervice there every Sunday and holiday, bring an altar to the 
church, and near it they bury their dead. About half way up the 
fouth weft hill, and almoft oppofite to the aqueduct that is below the iron 
gate is the church of faint George, P ; the afcent is very difficult; the 
Greeks fay this church belongs to them, but they permit the Armenians 
to make ufe of i t ; there are about three hundred of the former, and 
fifty of the latter communion in Antioch. Until within fifty or fixty 
years paft there had been no Chriftians here fince the city was deftroyed 
in one thoufand two hundred fixty nine by Bibars, fultan of iEgypt, who 
demoliflied their churches, which, it is faid, were the fineft in the 
world -, and he likewife put moft of the inhabitants to death; for at 
that time they were moftly Chriftians, infomuch that in the time of 
Juftinian it was called Theopolis. This city was under the 
Chriftians concerned in the holy war from one thoufand ninety feven 
to the time that it was deftroyed,- when Aleppo began to flourifiS, 
and to be the great mart for eaftern goods, as Antioch had been 
before. Another piece of antiquity, is what they call the houfe of 
faint John Chryfoftom, and of his father and mother; I- take this to 
have been a chapel; it is about twenty feet fquare, as I conjectured ; for 
there is no entering it, by reafon that a Mahometan family, with their 
women, live in i t ; it is built of brick, much in the fame ftyle as the 
palace called Prince. They have a tradition, that this great man 
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being chofe patriarch of Constantinople, the people of Antioch would 
not confent he mould accept of it, until the emperor made it his par
ticular requeft to them. 

The hills of Antioch are part of them of a crumbling ftone, like verd 
antique, and if I had feen many pieces of that marble about the city, 
I mould have concluded that there were quarries of it in this pkce. 

( j i m i i » i i l l , . ' . . i ' ' ' • • • • - ' - ' ' - - . ' ' ' . - 1 . . .1 • • ' • <mt 

C H A R XXIV. 

Of DAPHNE, HERACLEA, and POSIDIUM. 

AB O U T half a mile to the fouth weft of Antioch, there is a road 
to the fouth up the mountains, which leads to the fountain of 
Zoiba, and to other fountains above it, near which there are re

mains of the two aqueducts; thefe places are commonly thought by 
Europeans to be Daphne,• and it is poflible the grove of Daphne might 
extend fo far to the eaft, as it was ten miles in circuit. One of thefe wa
ters might be the Caftalian fountain, mentioned by Ammianus Marcelli-
jius, which was flopped up by Adrian, and opened again by the emperor 
Julian. Seleucus, king of Syria, planted the grove of Daphne, and it 
was finely laid out in walks of cyprefs trees: It is faid that the nymph 
Daphne was here turned into the laurus or bay; of thefe trees there are 
none on this fpot, or anywhere near Antioch, but they are in great abun
dance at fome little diftance: It is poflible the zeal of the primitive 
Chriftians might deftroy thefe trees about Antioch, for which the people 
had in this place a fort of a religious veneration. It is faid that in the 
middle o( this wood there was a temple to Daphne, Apollo, and Diana, 
that the whole was an afylum, and that they thought the waters came from 
the Caftalian fountains in Greece, and uttered oracles. The place called 
Battelma, about five miles fouth of Antioch, muft have been Daphne, 
about which there are feveral fountains; the palace of Daphne is placed in 
the Jerufalem Itinerary five miles from Antioch, in the way to Latichea; it 
is faid Gallus built a church there, probably of the materials of the temple 
of Apollo, and there are remains of a church with feveral Chriftian Greek 
infcriptions cut on the walls: In this church probably the bones of Baby las, 
biftiop of Antioch, were placed, as well as feveral other martyrs. This 
muft have, been the very fouth part of the grove, for from this place 
fouthward there are mountains; fo that probably the temple was not in 
the middle or center of the wood, but about the middle of the fouth 
fide: To the north of the waters I thought I difcovered fome founda
tions of large buildings, where pofllbly the ftru&ures of the pagan fu-
perftition might have been ; the ground here is much higher than near 
the river, and from this place there is a fine plain in a femicircular figure, 
towards the Orontes, which ends all round in a hanging ground, except 
on the part of the mountain; and this, I fuppofe, was the fpot where the 
grove of Daphne ftood, which commands a fine view of all the country 
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rbund, and is in every refpedt a moft delightful fituation. It was probably 
bounded to the eaft by that current which runs under the firft part of 
the aqueduct; but the people building country houfes on the hills nearer 
Antioch, about the fountain of Zoiba, that part might alfo be called 
Daphne; and fo Daphne might be reckoned as a fuburb of Antioch: 
This being the place of refort for pleafure from that great city, it be
came the fcene of all manner of debaucheries, and was looked on as a 
place of great licentioufnefs. I fet out from Antioch for Latichea with 
the caravan on the leventh of O&ober; we afcended to the fouth weft, and 
after having gone about a mile, we turned to the weft, and crofted over 
the rivulet called Zoiba, which comes from a mountain of that name 5 a 
little further I faw fome foundations, that feemed to be the remains of an 
antient gateway, which might lead to the fuburbs of the old city: We then 
travelled to the fouth weft, and came to Battelma already mentioned, 
where there are ruins of a very thick wall at the entrance in between 
the mountains, which might be built to defend the pafs. I was in
formed that there was another road to Latichea dire&ly from Kepsd, 
which goes over the eaftern fide of mount Caflius, and to the weft of 
a village called Ordou, and foon after comes into this road. 

TIaving travelled about four hpurs we came to a village called Sheik 
Cuie ; it is inhabited by Turcomen, and may be Hyfdata of the Jerufa-
lem Itinerary ; here we lay in a paftage to a mofque. On the eighth 
we crofted the hills for about three hours, and came to a valley; in an 
hour more we came to a rivulet, about which there are a great number 
of plane trees, and this might be Manfio Platanus in the fame Itine
rary. We went about an hour along the valley, and afcending the hills, 

* we came in about an hour more to a large village of Greeks called Or
dou, which may be the antient Bachaias. We afcended to the top of the 
hills, which ftretch from the fouth eaft corner of mount Caflius, and. 
had a view of the fea. I obferved a high hill, which feemed to joyn 
mount Caflius on the fouth, and as I could fee no other mountain fo high 
in the neighbourhood of Caflius, I conjectured that this might be Anti-
Caflius. Defcending the hills for about an hour, we flopped in a field, 
in which there was a fpring towards the foot of the hill, where we over
took an oda-bafhee, and four or five janizaries returning from the 
war to Grand Cairo. We lay in the open air, and fet forwards on the 
ninth, defcending into the valley, to the weft of which the antient 
city Poflidium was fituated. This valley is about a mile wide, and 
fix miles long. We often paffed over a rivulet that runs along the 
valley, and faw in one place fome ruins of a bridge; we went over the 
hills into the plain of Latichea, and arrived at that city. 

Heraclea. I fet out on the eleventh to the northward in fearch of two antient 
towns, Heraclea and Poflidium j we went near the fea to the weft of 
the road to Antioch, and in about two hours and a half came to Bourge-
el-Cofib [The caftle of the reeds] near it are the remains of a fmall 
well built church. Heraclea was probably to the weft of this, four 
miles to the north of Laodicea, and feems to have been fituated on a 
fmall flat point, that makes out into the fea; to the north of which I 
found fome remains of piers built into the fea, and foundations of walls 
of large hewn ftone, and there are fome figns of a .ftrong building at 
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the end of a pier, which might be a tower to defend the port, and has 
given to this place the name of Meinta-Bourge, which they told me fig-
nified The bay of the tower : On the point itfelf I faw feveral graves 
cut into the rock, fome' ftone coffins, and feveral pieces of marble pil
lars. In and hour and a half we came to a village called Shamach, in 
which there are many Chriftians, and in an hour more to Shameleh; we 
crofted the hills in about three hours, and came to a village called ROB 
Caniir [Cape hog] from a head of land near it. We defcended a very 
fteep hill into Ouad Candele [The vale of the lamp], in which there is 
a river called Nar-Gebere [The great river]. We went near the fea, and 
eroding the river, came into that part of the vale, which we paffed 
through in the road from Antioch. We went almoft to the north end 
of the vale, turned to the weft, and in an hour and a half came to a 
village where there are remains of a church, very indifferently built, 
and did not feem to be antient; here we repofed a while, and went about 
three hours further to the fea. Pafling by a Turcoman village, we 
came to a place where there was a warehouse for fait, which is brought 
from Larnica, to be fold to the neighbouring villages, and here we lay 
all night. We fet out on the twelfth to find out the fituation of Poffi-
dium. There is a fmall bay here, and on the fouth fide of it are 
remains of the antient city, now called Bofleda, which was upon an 
advanced ground on a fmall cape to the fouth of the bay. The town ap-* 
pears to have been of an oblong fquare figure, and might be about half 
a mile in circumference. There are fome figns of a foflee, and of walls 
round the town about the north eaft corner,- on the fea fide there are fmall 
remains of a round tower, and other ruins near it, particularly of two 
or three houfes of hewn ftone, in one of which I faw a crofs cut on the 
walls ; I obferved alfo fome ftone coffins hewn out of the rock. We af-
cended the high hills over this place, on which there is a fmall fquare 
tower called Elcanamy5; defcending near a little hill I faw a very fmall 
church on it, with fome buildings adjoyning, as if it had been an her
mitage. We returned to Ros Caniir by the fame way, where there 
are only two Mahometan families, the reft being of the feci: called No~ 
cires, of whom I fhall fpeak in another place. On the thirteenth we went 
on to the fuppofed fite of the antient Heraclea, and from that place to a 
village of Nocires called Timpfacum, and returned to Latichea. 

s From this place I found Latichea lay fouth north eaft and by north, and the point that 
weft and by fouth; mount Caflius eaft north makes the great bay of Scanderoon direftly 
eaft j Kepfe, or Seleucia, north eaft i cape Hog north. 

CHAP. 
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C H A P . XXV. 

Of LATICHEA the old LAODICEA, and of JEBILEE the 

antient GABALA. 

LAODICEA, now called Latichea, was built by Seleucus the firft, 
king of Syria, who was founder alfb of Antioch, Seleucia, and 
Apamea: He called this place after the name of Laodice his mo

ther ; it is finely fituated on the fea, and the plain in which it ftands is 
remarkably fruitful, as it was antiently. This country was famous for 
wine, with which it fupplied the people of Alexandria in iEgypt; the 
hills to the eaft having been well cultivated with vineyards '. There is a 
race of fheep in this country with four horns, two of them turning up
wards, and two downwards. A plan of Laodicea may be feen at B, in the 
twenty fixth plate. To the fouth of the prefent town there are fbme low 
hills A, on the top of which, without doubt, the city walls were built; 
for, by the pieces of marble and brick, which are all over the fields and 
gardens as far as thofe hills, it may be concluded, that the principal 
part of the city was there, as well as from its being near the port. On 
the eaft fide of the old town towards the fouth eaft corner, there is an 
opening X, to a hill C, which extends for a mile to the north ; there 
was, without doubt, a caftle on this hill; D are the north walls of the 
town j E are the fuppofed walls of the northern fuburb ; for the fepul-
chral grots cut in the clifts, and one large one efpecially, which is now a 
church between this and the walls at D, are a proof that this part was not 
in the city, in which it was not cuftomary to bury; and this being the 
weakeft part of the town, the fuburb as well as city was doubtlefs de
fended by a wall, built over a hanging ground, which may be partly 
natural, and partly artificial. F is the port; there are ftill fbme re
mains of its building, though the port itfelf is £o filled up that the fhips 
hardly float in it. On the north fide of the entrance there is a caftle G, 
oh an ifland, to which there is a bridge N of eighteen arches from the 
north weft point. To the fouth of the entrance is the pier H, and on 
the fouth fide are remains of the wall that encompaffed the port, the 
top of which, if I miftake not, is on a level with the ground without; 
there are broad ftones laid floping from the walls towards the port; two 
rows of which I law j they feem to be the pavement of the quay, where 
the water is now very mallow, though doubtlefs the mips formerly came 
up to that place. To the eaft of the port there is a fmall ftrand I, and 
eaft of that a low ground K, which feems as if it had been funk for 
an oblong fquare bafon, there being high ground round it,- in this ba-
fbn it is probable the fhips were laid up; it is faid there are antient 
arches remaining at this time in fome of their warehoufes, fuppofed to 
belong to the buildings of the old port, where the fhips pow lie very 
much expofed and ftraightened for room, and when there is a high 
wind they often fall foul of each other ; there is no quay, but a ftrand 

* Strabo xvi. pag. y§i. 
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round the port, and men carry the goods through the water to the 
boats, by which they are conveyed to the fhips. 

The prefent town L is at the eaft part of the old town, and the port 
is to the weft; they are a confiderable diftance afunder, the nearefl part 
of the town being near half a mile from the harbour. The chief re
mains of antiquity here are part of two fides of a portico of the Corin
thian order, which probably was built round a temple, the entablature 
is very fine. Towards the fouth eaft corner of the town there is a re
markable triumphal arch, which is aimoft entire ; a view and plan of 
it may be feen in the twenty eighth plate, which fhews the weft and 
north fides of it, to which the other two fides correfpond ; it is built 
with four entrances, like the Forum Jani in Rome : The pediment iri 
the entablature is very extraordinary, and has not a good effect ; over 
this there is a fort of Attic ftory, the frieze of which is enriched with 
military ornaments. It is conjectured that this arch was built in honour 
of Lucius Verus, or Septimius Severus. In the way from it towards the 
port, there are feveral grey granite pillars ftanding in the gardens, which 
feem to have been in two rows leading from the arch to the port, and 
probably they are the remains of a portico on each fide of a grand 
ftreet, that might lead from the arch to the harbour. 

To the eaft of the town t h e r e i s a well of good water, from which 
the city is fupplied by an aqueduft very flightly built. The prefent 
town is about a mile and a half in circumference ; there are many, gar
dens within the walls ; this place was very inconfiderable until within 
thefe fifty years paft, when the tobacco trade to Damiata was eftablifh-
ed here, which brought alfo an import of rice and coffee; they have 
likewife a confiderable export of cotton, and fome raw filk. On this in-
creafe of trade the town was enlarged, and feveral good houfes were built 
of the hewn ftone, which they are continually digging out o£ the ruins -
for the ground of the city is rifen very much, having been often de-
ftroyed by earthquakes, which of late years have been greater here than 
at Antioch. It is but very lately that an Englifh conful has been efta-
blifhed here ; this port being formerly dependent on Aleppo. 

There is a monaftery in the city, belonging to the Latin convent of 
the Holy Land. There are many Greeks here, and about thirty fami
lies of the Cypriots, who live in a particular quarter of the town. They 
have a Greek bifhop refident in this city, and three or four churches; 
there is a cemetery belonging to one of them, where both the Englifh, 
and thofe of the church of Rome bury. In the heart of the town there 
is a fmall church, which has the appearance of fome antiquity, and is 
dedicated to St. George. T o the north of the fuppofed antient fuburb 
of the town are ruins of a large church M, on an advanced ground; it 
is called Pharous, and feems to have been a very magnificent Gothic 
building, probably of the fixth century: The body of the church fell 
down many years ago; it had a portico before it, to which there was an 
afcent by many fteps: There was a very lofty arch acrofs the weft end 
of the church, which was fupported by two pillars built of hewn ftone, 
ten feet in diameter, in which there were flairs up to the top. From 
thefe pillars the building feems to have extended thirty five paces to 
the eaft, and it was about twenty eight broad. Within the northern 
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Walls of the city is a large grotto, to which there is a defcent by many 
fteps; they fay that it was an old church, it has a well in the middle; 
but by the manner in which it is cut with niches, as if defigned to re
ceive the bodies, one may fee it was intended for a fepulchre; the 
Greeks perform divine fervice here. There are defcents by flairs to many 
grots by the fea fide : About the north weft corner of the city, the 
fea has warned away the very rock, and laid open fome of them, and 
it appears that others have been entirely deftroyed. There is a well on 
the fhoar at the north eaft corner of the bay, to which, I fuppofe, the 
wall of the fuburbs came ; the water of it is frefh, and there are feveral 
marble coffins round it, that ferved as citterns. 

On the fifteenth of October we fet out fouthwards, and went near the 
fea fide. About two miles from the town there is a river called Nahr-
Gibere [The great river]; it is a deep ftream, but not wide : The bridge 
is about two miles from the fea, though the road feems formerly to have 
been nearer to it, and confequently the old bridge ; the ruins of which 
I faw, with an imperfect infcription near it. They fay this river rifes ia 
the mountains towards Shogle, and it is probable that the waters were 
brought to Latichea by an aqueduct from fome part of this river towards 
its fource ; for it is faid that there are in feveral places great remains 
of an aqueduct, which was probably made by Herod \ I faw at a di-
ftance a village in the Aleppo road, called Johan from the ruins of a 
lofty church there dedicated to St. John. We came to a confiderable 
ftream called Nahr-Shobar [The river of pine trees]. The Englifh gen
tlemen at Latichea accompanied me to this river, where we dined $ and 
taking leave of them, we proceeded on our journey, and in half an 
hour we pafled by a tower, and having gone as much further, we crofled 
a river on a bridge of three arches, and in half an hour more came 
to a ftream, over which there is an old bridge, and half a league fur
ther arrived at Jebilee, the antient Gabala, where we were received at 
the aga's houfe. Gabala was a fmall city ; there are fome figns of the 
antient walls ; it is at prefent a poor miferable town, thinly inhabited, 
without any t rade; and tho' it was once a confiderable fea port, yet 
they have not now above four or five boats belonging to the town; there 
are very little figns of the antient harbour, and the chief remains that 
way are feveral fepulchral grots cut in the clifts on the fea fhoar: The 
town is fupplied with water by a channel on the ground, which winds 
round to the north, and, if I miftake not, comes from the river of Jebi
lee, half a leaguefouth of the town. To the north of Jebilee there is a 
large mofque built with three naves, much like a church, and pro
bably it formerly was one ,• it is famous among the Turks for being the 
place where the body of fultan Ibrahim is depofited. His tomb, in the 
fouth part of the mofque, is feparated from it by a partition; the tomb 
of his vizier is in a chapel near it, and on the fouth fide there is a tomb of 
fome other perfon belonging to him : In the court before the mofque there 
is an orange grove, on one fide of which there is a place to lodge Dervifhes in, 
and on the other a bagnio; to the fouth of the mofque there is a kane for 
poor travellers, who lodge there without paying any thing. It is faid this 

* Jofephus De bello Jud. i. 21. 
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fultan Ibrahim lived in one of thefe grots by the fea fide for many years. 
They talked as if he was a Perfian, but could give no fatisfaclory ac
count of him, tho' it is probable that he was Ibrahim Ben-Valid, the 
fixteenth kalif of the Ommiades, who lived in the year feven hundred 
forty three -} but being vanquished by Marvan, and taken by him in Da-* 
mafcus, was depofed, and afterwards pafled the reft of life in retire
ment *. There is nothing worth feeing here but the remains of a very 
antient theatre, a plan and view of which are reprefented in the twenty-
ninth plate; great part of the femicircle, and of the arches on which 
the feats were built are entire, and fo much of the feats within, as to 
mew the particular manner in which it was built. The walls are of 
hewn ftone; and it plainly appears from the laying of the ftones, that 
it was built under the government of the Greek kings. A is the plan; B a 
fe6tion ; C the upright of the femicircular part of the bafement within; 
E the vomitoria. This piece of antiquity is the more curious, becaufe 
there is nothing of this kind remaining in any part of the eaft, all the 
theatres and amphitheatres being built againft the fides of hills. 

C H A R XXVI. 

Of the antient BALANEA, of the caftle of MERKAB, of 
TORTOSA, and the ifland of ARADUS. 

WE fet out from Jebilee on the feventeenth, and pafied the river 
of that name. We foon after croffed another ftream, and in 
half an hour more came to a third called Kanierck. Near 

this there is a high ground by the fea, on which probably fome fmall 
town may have been fituated. About two hours from Jebilee we came 
to a fmall river called Sin ; there is a large mill on it by the road, 
called Taljaun-el-Melee [The mill of the prineej, which probably xnay 
have its name from the river. On the other fide I faw fome ruins, and 
conjectured that Paltos might be fituated here. I have fince bee^ 
informed, that the fite of Paltos is now called Boldo, and that the old 
city is entirely deftroyed, that there is only a mill near the old ruins, £9 
that probably it is the fame place I have mentioned. Seleucia ad Belum is 
exactly in die {ame latitude, and confequently muft have been eaft 0 / 
i t A very few miles to the eaft of the river Sin, a chain of mountains 
begins, which runs eaftward for fome way, and then turns to the fouth : 
On the weft end of thefe mountains, where they approach the neareft 
to the fea, is a vilkge called Sarr: I law feme high buildings there, 
but could not learn there were any ruins about that place, fo as to con
clude that it was Seleucia; but I was well informed that an English 
drogerman found the remains of a temple, and a Greek infcription on 
thefe mountains, about two days journey from Tripoli, which agrees 

» Bibliotheque Orientate d'Herbelot. v. Ibrahim Ben Valid. 
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with this diftatice, and probably it might be the fpot, on which the 
antient Seleucia ad Belum flood. 

We came in an hour to the river Henfhoun, in half an hour more to 
Baneas. the fiver Joba, and in an hour to Baneas, which is doubtlefs the antient 
Baknea. Balanea, now entirely deferted; it was called Valania in the middle 

ages, and it is fituated on a high ground at the foot of the mountain, 
which extends towards the fea; it is bounded to the north and fouth 
by a valley, and to the eaft there are figns of a foflee, by which it was 
feparated from the hill; it was encompafTed by a flight wall, only three 
feet thick, fome part of which is Hill {landing on three fides over the 
hanging ground; it feems to have been but an inconfiderable town. 
Towards the eaft fide of it there are ruins of a fmall church, which poflibly 
might be the cathedral of the bifhop who refided here. At the bottom 
of the hill to the fouth is a fmall bay and a caftle, where they receive 
the cuftoms of goods imported. In the vale to the fouth of the old 
town there runs a fine ftream, called the river of Baneas, which muft 
be the fame as the river called Valania in the middle ages: To the eaft: 
of the town, and a little higher up the hill, are ruins of a caftle, the 
walls of which are very ftrong. They told me that the governors of thefe 
countries refided here, before they took up their refidence at the caftle 
of Merkab, to which we went by a fteep afcent of an hour and a half 
to the fouth eaft of Baneas. 

Caftle of The caftle of Merkab is about half a mile in circumference, taking 
Merkab. Up t n e w n o l e fummit of this mountain; it is of a triangular figure, and 

exceedingly ftrong, the inner walls are fifteen feet thick, and there is an
other wall on the outfide, which encompafles it almoft all round ; for in 
one part, where its natural fituation is very ftrong, there is only a fingle 
wall. At the eaft and weft end there are two very large round towers," 
each of which encompafles a fmall court. They have a tradition, that 
this caftle was a work of the Franks, and it was certainly held by the 
knights of Jerufalem. The governor faid to us, " This fabric was raif-
C£ ed by your fathers, and we took it by the fword." To which an-
fwer was made, " It is true, and you fuffer fb fine a building to run to 
" ruin." The truth is, the whole or part of it was built under the 
Greek emperors, and the bifhops of Balanea were obliged to tranflate 
their fee to this place to fecure themfelves againft the Saracens. The 
church which is towards the eaft end of the caftle is well built, moftly 
of a black ftone ; it is adorned with femicircular pilafters of the Co
rinthian order, which are tolerably well executed. Adjoining to the 
church on the eaft are fome large rooms, and a private oratory, or cha
pel : To the weft of it there is a large faloon arched over, and fupported 
by pillars in a very magnificent manner, which might be a refectory 
for the priefts. Under the buildings there are great vaults, or cifterns, 
cut out of the rock to preferve the rain water, and out of thefe that 
black ftone was hewn, with which the greateft part of the caftle is 
built. 

Defcending from Merkab, we purfued our journey, and having tra
velled about feven or eight miles came to rivulet called Merkeia; there 
is a raifcd ground clcfe to it, called Telehiate [The bank of ferpents] : 
About this place it is probable Mutatio Maraccas was fltuated, men

tioned 
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tioned in the Jerufalem Itinerary as ten miles from Balaneas. Among the 
hills there is a large village called Merakea ; it is probable that this was 
the name of the hills, and that the caftle had the name of Merkab from 
them ; there are feveral Maronites in thefe mountains. We faw a vil
lage called Bezac, and afterwards an old tower near the fea fhoar called 
Bourgd Nafib. An hour further we crofted the river Hafiein, and 
came into the high road near the fea, and in an hour more arrived at 
Tortofa. Some have thought this to be Orthofia, but there are great dif
ficulties in fixing the fituation of that city. 

Tortofa appears to have been built about the fifth or fixth century 5 Tortos, 
it is fituated on the fea, and may be about three quarters of a mile in cir
cumference. The anient walls are of large hewn ftone, with a foflee round 
them ; and in one part I faw there had been a low wall on the outfide 
of it. At the north weft corner there are great remains of the caftle, 
and the prefent town is within the walls of it, which are ftrong, and 
beautifully built,of very large hewn ftone rufticated.They are of a furprifing 
height, being at leaft fifty feet high, and without them there are other lower 
walls; the whole is near half a mile in circuit: Within the caftle there is a 
church almoft entire, confifting of one nave arched over. Towards the 
eaft corner of the city there is alfoa very beautiful large church, which is 
entire ; it is built of hewn ftone infide and out, and confifts of three 
naves; it does not feem to have been finifhed, and probably is a build-* 
ing of the fixth century ; it is of the Corinthian order, and the arches, 
which are executed with the plain olive leaf, are built on fquare pillars, 
covered on the four fides with femicircular pilafters.. The pulpit was 
fixed to one of the pillars, and over it there is aninfcription in theSyriae 
language. 

The place to which the boats come from the ifle of Ruad, is about 
half a mile to the north of Tortofa. There are fbme figns there of a 
pier and walls in the fea, where . fmall boats might put in and be laid 
up fecurely; but the port for flapping was doubtlefs where it is now, be
tween the ifland and the continent. However, this without doubt is 
Caranus, the port of Aradus on the continent r. 

From this place I went over to Ruad the antient Aradus, which is Aradus, 
a very rocky ifland. Strabo fays, it is in the middle between Marathus 
and the port of Caranus 9 it is near two miles to the fouth of the lat
ter, and is reckoned to be about two miles from the continent $ it was 
computed to be feven ftadia in circumference *. This city is faid to 
have been built by fome Sidonians, who were banifhed from their coun
try. At firft they were governed by their own kings, but afterwards 
they followed the fate of Syria. However, in fome difienfions between 
the princes of Syria, they obtained the. privilege of protecting all perfons 
that fled to them, which added greatly to the number of their people, 
and to their ftrength j and the ifle was fo crowded that they built their 

7 Strabo xvi. 753. to be corrected as to the diftance, by making 
* Strabo ibid. Oppida, Simyra, Marathus, two thousand two hundred paces, as Strabo 

contraque Arados, feptem ftadiorum oppidum, fays, that it was twenty ftadia from the cbnti-
& infula, ducentos paffus a continente diftans. nent. 
Plin. Hift. v. 17. It is probable Pliny ought 
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houfes feveral ftories high, and extended their territory on the conti
nent from Gabala, to Orthofia and the river Eleutherus. I was inform
ed that in the laft century the Maltefe had poffeffion of this ifland, but 
that it was taken from them by furprize at night; a plan of the ifland 
E*ay be feen in the thirtieth plate. It is thought to have been firft built by 
Arvad, or Arphad *, the fon of Canaan, and grandfon of Noah ,• and it 
is mentioned in feveral places* in Icriptureby the name of Arpad, or Ar-
pliad b. There is a very fafe road for the ftiipping to the eaft of the 
ifland, where they can fix their anchors on the fhoar. The mips, with
out doubt, formerly came up clofe to the eaft fide of it, for there are 
two piers A, built out to defend them againft the weather; and a final! 
cape of the ifland B, is a natural fhelter from the fouth wind. There 
feems to have been a double wall to the north and weft fide of the ifland, 
but on the fouth I only faw the figns of one wall: Thefe walls were fifty 
paces apart; and there are ftill great remains of the outer wall> which oa 
the north fide is very high, and about fifteen feet thick, being built of 
large ftones, fome of which are fifteen feet long; it is poffible that fome 
of the fmaller fhipping> and the boats, might be laid up between thefe 
walls; the rock to the weft is worked out like a wall; and there are 
reliefs on it of a crofs and crofier. In every part of this ifland there 
were cifterns hewn out of the rock like cellars under their houfes, with 
holes in the top of them, in order to draw up the water. Strabo makes 
mention of thefe, and of fome hafcns or lakes of water near the wall; on 
the north there are remains of two fides of a rufHcated building, the 
walls of which are three feet thick,- it feems to have been built about 
the fame time as Tortola: There are very few houfes on the ifland, ex
cept in the two caftles C, which are defended by fome cannon againft 
the eorfeirs: The Clipping that come here take in tobacco, of which 
there is a great quantity growing on the continent,- they carry it to 
iEgypt, and, when there is not a fupplv, they load with wood for that 
country. 

1 _ I • < l -» , I . I _• ' HI JM I L I - U, j . I . . J. .1 - J . . . • ! . . . . , 1 " - '- • " ' ' 

C H A P . XXVII. 

Of ANTARADUS, MARATHUS, and other places in the way 
to TRIPOLI. 

W E fet out from Tortola, and about a mile fouth of it came to 
a broad bed of a torrent, which was then dry; there is a large 
ruined bridge of three or four arches over it, which is a furlong 

to the weft of the road; on the fouth fide of it is a raifed ground, on 
which I thought I faw fome figns of foundations of walls, and therefore 

• Gen. x. i8. J 2 Kings xix. 13. I&. xxxvii. i3 . ifr. x . 9. j e r . xlix. 23. Ezek. xxvii. 11* 

imagined 
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imagined it to be the old Antaradus, tho'itis rather more to the north than 
the ifland; but the conveniency of the river, and a final! harbour for 
boats, makes it probable that it was fituated in that place. A little fur
ther, to the weft of a wood, and directly oppofite to Aradus, there is a 
low fandy hill near the fhoar, which extends to a very narrow vale be
tween rocky ground; where the road erodes it there is a channel of 
a fmall ftream, in which was no water ; but below it the water 
comes out as from a fpring, and runs into a large channel which has a 
wall on each fide -y and there is a door-cafe made of three ftones over 
the fountain; this is called Ein-el-Hye, [The Serpent Fountain]. It is 
not unlikely that this mould be Enydra, mentioned by Strabo as north 
of Marathus, and probably it was the watering place on the continent for 
the ifle of Aradus, for it feems as if they had great plenty of water here; ' 
below it there is a mill ; the ftream which continually turns it, feems to, 
have come from the north, but there was then no water in the channel: 
T o the fouth of this vale there is a court cut into the rock, with a 
throne in the middle of it $ a plan of which may be feen at X in the 
thirtieth plate, and a view of the throne at T , in which there is a feat 
on each fide. The court is enclofed by the folid rock on every fide, 
except to the north, where are figos of two entrances at a a, and 
doubtlefs they were joined by a wall on each fide; the throne confifts of* 
four ftones, befides the plain pedeftal, which is cut out of the rock, one? 
forms the back of it, another the covering, and there is one ftone on each fide. 
The canopy has that antient cornifh round it which is fb common ia 
Upper jfEgypt. At the two inner corners of the court, there feems to 
have been a fmall room; the fides of the entrances c c, cut out of the 
rock ftill remain; thefe might relate to the fuperftition of this place, the 
throne being probably built for an idol, worfhipped in this court or 
open temple; and it is probably one of the greateft and mod ex
traordinary pieces of antiquity that is to be feen. On the other fide 
of the vale, a little more to the eaft, there is a fort of foflee cut down 
in the rock with feven fteps on each fide, extending near a furlong in 
length; the fteps do not go to the bottom, and the eaft end feems to 
have terminated in a femicircle; at the weft end, the rock is cut 
away in fuch a manner, that one may fuppofe there were formerly 
(bme apartments there; one part is cut into a fquare area, from which 
there is a way into the valley directly oppofite to the court or temple 
beforementioned. This place might ferve for fome fports to di
vert the people of Aradus and Antaradus, or of the antient Mara
thus, if that was near, and probably it was a circus. Dire&ly fouth of 
the court or temple, the rocks, which rife higher in that part, have been 
worked like quarries, and funk down in many places, poffibly for re-
fervoirs of water: There are alfo in different parts many walls cut 
out of the rock, and particularly in one place almoft an entire houfe, 
and the rock is cut away from it all round; there are many niches, 
windows, and doors in it, and a wall of divifion along the middle, 
with a door through it. Half a mile to the fouth are the fepulchral 
towers A and B, in the fame plate, mentioned by Mr. Maundrel, whofe 
plans of them are very exaftj but I have given drawings of them which 

I 
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I took on the fpot, and of another C, which is near, and has not been 
reprefented before; it confifts only of three ftones, the joints of which 
are at a and b. The tower A, is of one ftone above the pedeftal, and 
lb is B, excepting the top of i t ; the lions at the corners of A are much 
defaced. From thefe monuments we went about a furlong to the weft, 
into the high road, and after having gone about half a mile I faw the 
building Y in the wood; it is about a quarter of a mile to the weft of 
the road, and is built of very large ftones; we found it inacceffible 
by reafon of the bufhes that grow about it. A little to the eaft of this, 
the rock is cut out in form of a pedeftal about twenty-eight feet fquare, 
and nine feet high; on the eaft fide of it, there is a hole, cut about five 
feet from the ground, by which there is an afcent to the top by three or 
four fteps. This feems to have been defigned as a bafement for fome 
building over a fepulchral grotto : All thefe fepulchral monuments were 
ere&ed over the grots in which they depofked the bodies, and this might 
be the burial place of Aradus, though it is a little to the fouth of that 
ifland, the people of which probably brought all their dead over to the 
continent, as thole of the ifle of Delos carried theirs to another ifland 
near, which was allotted for that purpofe. 

We entered into a large plain, called by the Franks, the plains of Junia ; 
it extends to the river called the cold ftream near Tripoli. To the eaft 
of the plain there are mountains which feem to be mount Bargylus, 
mentioned by Pliny e} as beginning near the place where mount Libanus 
ends, there being, as he fays, fome plains between them; and I ob-
ferved that from this place I could fee the country to the north of Li
banus, all the way towards the lake of Ase near Hems, and likewife that 
which extends to Palmyra. At the north end of this plain I was told 
that it is called Sapheta, as well as the hills to the eaft, which may only 
be the name of that particular part of the plain. At the firft entrance into 
this plain I faw to the eaft near the hills a large building, and going on 
came to a raifed ground, on which there are ruins, and further on are the 
remains of a tower ; this might poflibly be Marathus, being about feven 
miles from Tortofa, for it could not be Mutatio Spiclin, in the Jerufa-
lem Itinerary placed twelve miles from Antaradus. About a league 
further we came to the bed of a ftream, in which there was very little 
water; it is probable that Spiclin was fituated here. Near two leagues more 
to the fouth we arrived at Nar-Abafh, which was then only a very fmail 
ftream: I was told that there is a bridge a little lower; to the eaft of this 
place the low hills end, and a higher chain of mountains appear farther 
to the eaft, extending fouthwards almoft to Libanon. We went on 
about an hour, and leaving the road, we came in an hour more to an 
encampment of Arabs called Simohea, where they live in tents made 
chiefly of reeds. 

On the twentieth we went to Nar-Gibere [The great river]: I take 
this to be the Eleutherusd, which was the bounds between Phoenicia and 

Cailiotis 
e In ora maritima—fubje&a Libano—Regio d There are difficulties in determining the 

in qua fupradi&i definunt montes, et inter jacen- fituation of the river Eleutherus, which was the 
tibus campis Bargylus mons incipit. Plin. Hift. northern bounds of Phoenicia. For the Jerii-
v. 17. " falem Itinerary after Baneas, mentions the 
* - bounds 
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Cafliotis of Seleucia e. About a league to the fouth is the river Accaf* 
on which Orthofia might be fituated, which was a maritime town of 
Phoenicia. I was informed that they have a name fomething like Or
thofia in the books of the grand fignor's revenues among the places of 
this country, but where it was fituated I could not learn. Half 
a league further is the river Arka, where Areas muft have been: This 
was only a manfio, and not that Area, which was an inland city of Phoeni
cia, fituated amongft the mountains, between which this river pafles; 
The Itinerary makes Phoenicia to begin after Areas, or between it and 
Tripoli. About two leagues further at the corner of the bay one paries 
a fmall ftream that comes through a fine vale between the mountains, 
beautifully improved with mulberry trees: Bruttus might be either here, 
or at the cold ftream river half a mile further to the north, though nei
ther agree with the diftances mentioned by antient authors f. About 
two miles before I arrived at Tripoli 1 faw the fountain of fifhes, which 
is a fine fquare bafon, where fome fprings rife; no one is allowed to 
take the fifh, which are there in great abundance, and bread being 
thrown in, they come in fhoals, and even leap up, and take it out of 
the hand. 

bounds of Ccele-Syria and Phoenicia, before 
Marraccas and Antaradus; ib that one would 
from thence imagine, that the river Eieutherus 
was north of Caranus. But Ptolemy, contrary 
to this, puts Antaradus in Cafiotis of Seleucis, 
and between Antaradus and Tripoli he mentions 
Simyra and Orthofia, with falfe latitudes. In 
the Tables Orthofia is only twelve miles from 
Tripoli, which is the diftance the Jerufalem Iti
nerary places Bruttus. Strabo going from north 
to fouth places Eieutherus even after Ordiofia, 
and the Itinerary makes Phoenicia to begin 
fouth of Areas; but Ptolemy places Ortho
fia, and Simyra, which is north of Orthofia, 
in Phoenicia ; fo that there is only the Jerufa
lem Itinerary againft three other authors. And 
both the Itinerary and Strabo putting Eieuthe
rus fouth of Areas and Orthofia, would make 
one imagine it was the cold ftream river, if 
Ptolemy's great authority did not contradict i t ; 
fo that Nar-Gebere, or the great river, feems to 
be the antient Eieutherus, which is a deep river, 

and might well fcrve For a boundary between 
two countries. Mr. Maundrel differing in this 
account I have given of the rivers between 
Tortofa and Tripoli, I was the more exact in 
enquiring about the names and fituations of 
them. 

e Not regarding the latitudes of Ptolemy, 
which are falfe in thefe parts, I conjecture that 
Simyra was on this river to the fouth, probably 
about the mouth of it, and Simohea near it may 
be fome remains of the name ; it is fuppofed ta 
be Taxymira of Strabo, who does indeed men
tion it before Orthofia and Eieutherus, it being 
commonly his method to go from north to 
fouth; but Ptolemy's authority is to be pre
ferred. Mutatio Bafilifcum in the Jerufalem 
Itinerary might be on this river directly in the 
road. 

f The Jerufalem Itinerary mentions Bruttus 
as four miles from Areas, and twelve from 
Tripoli. 

V O L . II. Part I. G g g C H A P . 
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C H A P . XXVIII. 

Of the natural hiftory, government, and people of 
S Y R I A . 

Mountains. / I < H E R E is a chain of mountains which runs almoft through all 
1 Syria; it begins at mount Caflius, extends to the eaft by Antioch, 

and then turns to the fouth: The whole tract by the fea fide 
called Phoenicia, is a very fine country: Libanon and Antilibanon are 
part of thefe mountains; Coelefyria Proper is between them, in which 
Baalbeck is fituatedj this, as well as moft of the plains of Damafcus 
northwards, are a poor fort, the latter by fome are reckoned to be part 

Waters. of Coelefyria. Thefe plains have very little water in them except about 
Damafcus; the Ase" or Orontes waters a great tracl of ground to the 
north of Syria: The river Jordan and the Lycus, are the only consi
derable rivers in this country. 

I have already mentioned the cryftalizations on mount Carmel: At 
the foot of that part of Libanon, called the Caftravan mountains, be
tween the river Kelp and Efbele, there is a white ftone, on which they 
frequently fiad the impreffions of fifh. 

There are a great number of fait lakes in Syria, efpecially towards 
Tadmor and Aleppo; the ground, which is impregnated with nitre, 
is hollow in many parts, and being filled in winter with rain waters, 
when they dry away, the fait is left in cakes on the ground, which they 
purify, and carry it to Damafcus, Aleppo, and to all parts at a diftance 
from the fea. 

Trees. There are a great variety of trees in Syria, very few of which are 
known in Europe. The platanus or plane-tree grows on the river Jor
dan, and other places in the northern parts, efpecially about Antioch; 
they have feveral forts of oaks, but I faw the greateft variety of trees on 
mount RhofTus, near Antioch, where there are feveral kinds rarely feen in 
thefe parts, as the laurel, the yew, the bay, which is the antient laurus, 
and the box; the two latter are much about Antioch, though the former 
does not grow on the fpot where Daphne flood; the myrtle is common 
in all parts. The plains, from the rife of the river Jordan to Aleppo, 
abound with liquorice as ours do with fern; fquills are alfo very common 
in many parts. 

Beafts. Wild beafts are not in fo great abundance in this country as for
merly ; the lyon is never feen, and only a very few tigers on fome of 
the mountains; the hysena, jackall, the mountain antelope, the ante
lope of the plain, and wild boar are common. They had a fine breed 
of horfes in this country, but moft of them having been bought up for 
the Perfian war, the breed of them is almoft loft. They have two forts 
of camels; the Arab breed, which is common in all parts, and another 
fort ufed by the Turcomen, which are ftronger, though of a more ugly-
make than the others. I faw between Aleppo and the Euphrates the 
buftard, which is a very fhy bird: I was informed by one who had his 
experience in Europe, that in the fpring, when they perch on the trees, 

and 
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and nag in their manner, they are inattentive, and eafily fhot They -
have alfo about Aleppo a beautiful grey bird of the crane kind, called 
by Europeans the dancing bird: Thefe birds fbon become domeftic, 
and are fo called from their dancing round in a ring one after another 
in a very pretty manner, and clapping their wings: They have likewife 
pelicans on fome waters near Aleppo. 

There are great variety of people in Syria, efpecially in the northern Inhabitants, 
parts of it. This country having been in the hands of the fucceflbrs of 
Mahomet, the Arabic is the language generally fpoken, except to the north 
of Aleppo, where the Turcomen and Curdeens prevailing, the Turkifh 
language prevails, which the Curdeens fpeak, though they have a parti
cular language of their own. To the north of Aleppo there are no Arabs, 
but the country is in the pofleffion of the Curdeens, who come origi
nally from Curdiftan on the Cafpian fea. They are worfe than the 
Arabs, have not much courage, but rob when no refiftance can be 
made. They are in poffeffion of a great part of mount Taurus, which 
belongs to the Valadea, or fultanefs mother, who found her account 
fo much in protecting them, that the country near thofe mountains was 
entirely at their command, and me refufed to accept of Cyprus in ex
change for it. 

The Turcomen are of the lame race as the prefent Ottoman family ; 
they were originally of Turkiftan, which is likewife near the Cafpian 
fea ; they are of two forts, one of which live in tents or villages, who till 
the land, and breed cattle ; their tents are commonly round, and made 
of reeds, having only a flight covering in the fummer, and in winter a 
thick fort of felt fitted to them, fo as to keep out the rain ; they em
ploy themfelves chiefly in making feveral forts of coarfe carpets. The 
other fort of Turcomen are called Begdelees; they mount on horleback, 
live in tents, and neither till the land, nor graze cattle; and though 
they have fome fort of alliances, yet they are profefled robbers; fome-
times there are above a thouland of them together, and they raife con
tributions on villages under pretence- of protecting them; but where 
they receive their dues, they do not rob openly. Wherever thefe people 
are in poffeilion of the country, the fafeft way of travelling is under the 
guard of fome of the greateft rogues among them, becaufe they are in 
league with their brethren of the fame profeflion ; for in all thefe coun
tries the right of protection, when once you are entitled to it, is a very 
facred thing. Another fort of people are Rufhowans, who in the winter 
begin to move with their cattle from Ezeroun towards the rife of the Eu
phrates in the antient Cappadocia, and go fouthwards as far as Damafcus, 
and in the fummer return at their convenience with the caravan to 
Aleppo: I travelled with fome of them, and they feemed to be a good -
fort of people. The Chino-ani, who are fpread almoft all over the world, 
are in great abundance in the north of Syria, and pafs for Mahometans ; they 
live under tents, and fometimes in grots underground ; they make a coarfe 
fort of tapeftry or carpet work for houfings of faddles, and other ufes, 
and when they are not far from towns, deal much in milch cattle, and 
have a much better character than their relations in Hungary, or the gyp-
fi.es in England, who are thought by fome to have been originally of the 
feme tribe. Thefe and the Turcomen, with regard to offences, are 
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Under the pama and cadi, though they have a fheik to every encamp
ment, and feveral great ones over them $ but with regard to taxes they 
are immediately under the grand fignor, whofe tribute is colle&ed yearly 
by an officer over each of thefe people, one being called the Turcoman-
Agafi, an office of great credit, and the other the Chingani-Agafi, who 
go round the Turkifh dominions to collect the taxes from thefe people. 

Religion. There are alfo different feds of religion among the Mahometans, if thofe 
I am going to mention may be efteemed fuch. The Noceres, who live 
north eaft of Latichea are fpoken of by many ; their religion feems to 
be fome remains of Paganifm ; they are much defpifed by the Turks, 
and thefe people feem rather fond of the Chriftians. I could not learn 
any thing particular concerning their religion, only that once a year 
they hold a fort of feaft by night, which very much refembles the an-
tient Bacchanals ; it is poilible they may be the defcendants of the peo
ple called Nazerini, mentioned by Pliny s, as divided from the country 
of Apamea by the river Marfyas. Another fort of people are called Ja-
fades; all that can be faid of them is, they feem to be wormippers of 
the devil ; it is faid to be a great affront to them to mention his name 
lightly, and I was allured they were pleafed with a Frank, who, to 
gain fome end, faid fomething that they thought was to the honour of 
this evil being. They are in different parts in the north of Syria, have 
a particular averfion to the Mahometans, and are fubjecls very worthy of 
the being whom they worfhip, for moft of them are very bad people. 
The generality of Chriftians in Syria are Greeks, fubjecl to their great pa
triarch of An tioch, whofe fee is now removed to Damafcus; but miferable 
is the ftate of their church, which proceeds very much from their own 
conduct Thepriefts, who are of fome trade or other, endeavour to live 
as eafily as they can by fere wing out of the people as much money as 
poffible ; the people who have any affluence tyrannize with great pride 
and infolence over their inferiors; they are guilty of all the vices of the 
Turks, but privately ; and it may be concluded how ftrong a root their 
faith has in many of them, when, to avoid only a drubbing, and often 
to fatisfy their revenge, they turn Mahometans. The Maronites who 
are on the mountains of Libanon, and in moft fea port towns, and 
fome £ew other parts, are more efteemed. There are few Arme
nians to the fouth of Aleppo, but to the north of it all the Chriftians 
are of that church ; thefe are moftly engaged in trade, and there are 
many fervants of that religion who come out from Armenia; they 
have courage, are diligent, politic, and civil to every body ; but no 
Eafterns are proof againft money, or are to be depended on with regard 
to veracity; there are very few of the Syrians or Jacobites. Many 
in the fummer leave their villages and live in tents, and fome make 
a fort of open fopha, with boughs raifed from the ground in order to 
lie on it, and in fome parts, like the Indians, raife them very high 
before their houfes to fleep in during the fummer, in order to be free 
from vermin; and in many towns and villages they fleep on the top of 
their houfes, which are all flat roofed, on which they make little clofets 

s Ccele habet Apamiatn, Marfya amne divifam a Nazerinorum tetrarchia. Plin. Hift. v. 23. 
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of wicker work, or boughs, and retire there for codlnefs, aLs fbon as the 
fun is fet. 

Syria is divided into five paftialicks ; Aleppo, Tripoli, thatof Saphet,Divifonof 
or Sid on, Baalbeck, and the paflialick of Damafcus, which is the great- ecountr7-
eft of them all, to which the paflialick of Jerufalem and Naplofa have 
been added, the latter ftretching away to Ramah and Gaza : Thefe ter
ritories feem to have been added to Damafcus in lieu of the great ex-
pence which that pafha is at every year in conducting the hadjees or pil
grims to Mecca. 

On the twenty-fourth of O&ober, about teri of the clock in thevoyagei 
evening, we let fail from Tripoli for Cyprus, on board an Englifti fhip, c?Pr 

which was obliged to touch at Bayreut in the way. On the twenty-
fifth we had little wind all day, and only came up with a fmall bay 
called Cabouch, about twenty miles to the north of Tripoli. On the 
twenty-fix th we came up with Efbele, and failed clofe along the flioar 
under the Caftravan mountains~; I faw almoft all the places we had 
vifited on thofe hills, and in the evening we arrived in the road of 
Bayreut, where the fupercargo went afhoar; and on his return, we 
immediately fet fail again. On the twenty-eighth we came up with 
Cyprus, anchored in the evening in the road of Limefol; and on the 
twenty-ninth went afhoar at that town. 

prus, 
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Cyprus. 

A 

DESCRIPTION 
P F 

The EAST, &c. 

B O O K the Third. 
Of the ifland of C T P R u s. 

C H A R I. 

Of CYPRUS in general. Of LIMESOL, AMATHUS, LAR, 
NICA, and die antient CITIUM. 

THE north part of the ifland of Cyprus is fifty miles from the 
Cilician fhoar, which agrees with the account of the antients, 
who making a computation by meafuring round the bays of the 

ifland, fay, that it is about four hundred twenty-eight miles h in 
circumference ; but thofe l who computed, probably by travelling 
round the ifland by land, make it only three hundred feyenty-five miles. 
Some fay, that it was a hundred, and. feventy-five miles long, others 
fc two hundred; but the modern fea carts make it only one hundred and 
thirty-five in length, and fixty-two miles broad in the wideft part. 

icŝ divifion Cyprus was antiently divided into many fmall kingdoms, and was con
quered fucceilively by the ^Egyptians, Phoenicians, Cyrus king of Per-
fia, and Alexander the great; it fell to the lot of the fucceflbrs the kings 
of iEgypt, afterwards was fubdued by the Romans, became fubjecl: to the 
(jreek emperors, and, whilft it was under them, was laid wafte by, the 
Arabs. In one thoufahd one hundred ninety one, Richard the firft, 
king of England, conquered it, and gave it to Guy Lufignan, king of 

h Plin. Hift. v. 35. Strabo xiv. 682. ) Plin. ibid. * Strabo. [ PJin. ibid. 
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JeruS'lem ; and his family continued to govern it until the year {bar-* 
teen hundred twenty three, when it was taken by a fultan of iEgypt, 
who permitted their own king to reign over them, on his paying him a 
certain tribute. In one thoufand four hundred feventy three, one of 
the kings left this ifland to the republick of Venice, who enjoyed it, 
paying the tribute to iEgypt, until it was taken from them in one thou
fand five hundred and feventy under fultan Selim, and it has ever fince 
Temained in fubjection to the Ottoman port. 

There are two chains of mountains that run along the ifland, one of Mountains, 
which begins at the eaftern point of it, and extends about three quar
ters of the length of the ifland, to the bay which is weft of Gerines. 
The other chain of mountains begins at cape Pyla, which is to the eaft of 
Larnica, and ftretches away to the north weft corner of the ifland. 
Pliny mentions fifteen cities in this ifland, and probably in antient times 
there were as many kingdoms; but at die time of Alexander it was under 
nine kings, and it is not difficult to difcover what cities with their territo
ries, compofed thefe kingdoms, as I fhall have occafion to obferve in the 
journey which I made round the ifland. 

Limefol, where we landed, is a fmall town, built of unburnt brick * Limefol. 
there are a great number of mulberry gardens about it, with houfes in 
them, which makes the place appear very beautiful at a diftance ; the 
country alfo abounds in vineyards, and the rich Cyprus wine is made 
only about this place ; the ordinary wine of the country being exceed
ingly bad. It is one of the cheapeft places in the ifland, which is the 
reafon why ftiips bound to iEgypt, and other parts put in here to victual. 
I was told that a fmall heifer fells fbmetimes for two dollars, or five 
Shillings : They have built a caftle and platform here, to defend them-
felves againft the Maltefe. The Greeks have two churches, one of 
which is a very handfbme new built fabric. 

We were entertained in a houfe of the Englifh vkeconful, who was 
a Greek, and on the fame day that we landed we hired mules, and fet 
out to the eaft. We travelled through a narrow plain on the fea fide, 
and going about two miles came to the river Char, where they keep a 
guard againft the corfairs. When rivers are mentioned in Cyprus, they 
ffluft be underftood only as beds of winter torrents ; for I could find but 
one in all the ifland that has always water in it. At the end of the 
plain there are ruins on a low hill, which are called old Limefol ; it is 
about two leagues from the town. This is generally agreed to be Ama-Amathu*. 
thus, which is faid to have had its name from Amathus, who built a 
temple here to Yenu* m, called on this account, Venus Amathufia; it is 
faid to have been facred both to Venus and Adonis. This was probably 
the capital of one of the nine kingdoms of Cyprus. It is laid, that 
Richard the firft of England being hindered by the inhabitants from 
taking in water on the ifland, when he was going to the holy war, came 
to this place in his return, and took Ifaac king of Cyprus prifbner, and 
fent him in filver chains to Tripoli in Syria. There are remains of the 
town walls, which are fifteen feet thick, and cafed with hewn ftone. 

m Virgil makes Venus fpeak to Jupiter in Eft Amathus, eft Celfa mihi Paphos, atque 
thefe words : Cytheia, 

Idalijeque domus. JEnead. x. 51. 
5 On 
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On the weft fide there is a building like an old caftle, probably on th,e fite 
of the antient city, which might extend to the eaft as far as that part, 
where there are great heaps of ruins, and among them a handfom rui
nous church, which maybe on the fpot where the temple was built to 
Venus and Adonis, in which the feafts of the latter were annually cele
brated \ There feems alfo to have been a fuburb to the eaft, extend
ing to the river Antigonia. 

Olympus About feven leagues to the eaft north eaft of this place, is a moun
tain called by the GreeksOros Staveros, and by Europeans Monte Croce, 
it was called by the antients Mount Olympus °, and was compared by them 
to the h u m a n breaftp; it has the Greek name from a convent on the top 
of it, dedicated to the holy crofs. We went about an hour and a half 
further, and lay at a Chriftian village called Menie. Gn the thirtieth we 
crofted the hills that make the point which is to the eaft of Limefol, and 
having travelled fome time we came to cape Malzoto; to the weft of it there 
is a narrow vale, which is a moraffy ground; there are many trees and very 
high reeds growing in it,and I faw fome ruins here. Soon after we pafled 
about half a mile to the fouth ofthe village Malzoto, which is computed to be 

n i n e hours from Limefol, and is directly fouth of the fummitof mount 
Croce. Palaea which is mentioned q as between Amathus and Citium, 
might be about this place. We came in an hour to the river Bouzy, 

, where there was a fmall ftream, and in about an hour more to cape 
Chede ; there are feveral hamlets about it that go by that name : A ri
vulet rifes out of mount Croce, which is called Creig Simeone, and falls 
into the fea near this head; it is probably the river Tetius, mentioned 
between Cit ium and Amathus. I faw to the north a village called Der 
Stephane ; in about an hour we came to a large village ca|kd Bromlaka, 
and in half an hour pafled over the bed of a torrent, and came to the 
large lakes, from which they collecl: every year great Quantities of fait; 
they are filled by rain water, and the foil being full of nitre, produces 
the fait, when the water is evaporated in fummer; but in cafe there is too 
much water, occafioned by extraordinary rains, it is not fait enough to 
harden into cakes, and for this reafon the Venetians had drains to carry 
off the water, which are now neglected. To the weft of thefe lakes 
there is a fmall Turkifh convent, in which there is only one Dervifh; 
they have a fepulchre there, which is held in great veneration by the 
Mahometans, it being, as they fay, the place where the fofter fifter of 
Fat imah, the fifter of Mahomet was buried : Thefe fait lakes extend al-
jnoft to Larnica, and make it the moft unhealthy place in the ifland. 
When we arrived at Larnica, where the Franks refide, I went to the 
houfe of the Englifh conful, to whom I was recommended. 

Larnica is fituated a fmall mile from the fea: At the port 
which belongs to it there is a little town called the Marine; the har
bour is naturally well ftieltered, but the fhips lie off at fome di
stance, and the boats come afhoar on an open beach, and are drawn up 
to land. T h o ' this place is very unhealthy, yet the Franks are fettle here, 
as it is very convenient on account of its fituation with regard to Ni-
cofia, where the government refides, it being only fix leagues from it. 

n Strabo xiv. 682. P Strabo, ibid. 
0 Strabo xiv. 683. * Strabo, ibid. 
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ON C Y P R U S . 
There is a large antient church at the port, dedicated to faint Lazaftis\» 
where they fhewhis fepulchre; it is a fmall grot cut out of the rock ; 
they fay, that this faint being put into a boat at Joppa, and committed 
to the mercy of the fea, he was drove to this place, and became bifhop 
of it, and that his body was ftolen away by die French and carried to 
Marfeilles; but the French fay, that he was drove on their coafts, The 
ruins of the antient city of Citium are between the town of Larnica and 
the Marine, which was a capital of a fecond kingdom in Cyprus. It was 
famous for the birth of the great philofbpher Zeno, and for the death of 
the renowned Athenian general Cimon, who expired at the fiege of it. 
Ptolemy, the fon of Lagus, deftroyed this city, and removed its inha
bitants to new Paphos ; it was about three miles in circumference r 
There is reafon to think that in very antient times the fea wafhed the 
fbuth walls of it, though it is now a quarter of a mile diftant. A plan 
of the old town may be feen in the thirty-fecond plate at A ; part of 
the town of Larnica at A is diftinguifhed from i t ; B is the Marine: T o 
the eaft of the bid town there!was a large bafbn at C, now almoft 
filled up ; it ferved for the fecurity of the mipping, and was defended 
by a ftrong caftle, as appears by the foundations of it at D ; this muft be 
the inclofed port mentioned by the antients r ; the walls feem to have 
been very ftrong, and in the foundations there have been found many 
ftones, with infcriptions on them, in an unintelligible character, which, 
I fuppofe, is the antient Phoenician; and if the city was ever rebuilt, 
after it was deftroyed by Ptolemy, thefe ftones might be put into the 
walls when they were repaired. Thefe infcriptions are engraved in the 
thirty-third plate. They have difcovered a great number of antient fe-
pulchres in and about the city of Larnica ; I faw fome built of hewn 
ftone ; in one of them I obferved the ftones were laid along at top like 
large beams, and others laid over them like a floor; there is another 
which ends at top in an angle, and both are of excellent workmanfhip, 
and finiftied in the moft perfect manner. The fathers of the Terra Santa 
have a large convent in this town; the capuchins alfb have a monaftery 
here j and the Greeks four or five very good churches. The republick of 
Ragufa have a conful refiding in this place, as well as the French and 
Englifh. 

r Strabo xiv. p. 682. 
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C H A P . II. 

Of FAMAGUSTA, and the antient SALAMIS. 

ON the tenth of November we fet out from Larnica on mules, 
under the .protection of the conful's janizary, in order to make 
the tour round the ifland. We travelled eaftward, and came 

to the bed of a torrent, called Camborounula, which had water in i t ; • I 
faw mounds near it, which might be the remains of fome antient work. 
In three quarters of an hour we came to the hills that ftretch to cape Py la: 
That head of land rauft be the antient promontory of Dadess ,• I ob-
ferved an old tower on it. We came to the vale of Ormilia, where there 
are feveral houfes and filk gardens belonging to the people of Larnica. 
We afterwards had a fight of cape Grega, probably the fame as that 
which the writers of the Turkifh hiftory call cape Graecia, and was pro
bably cape Throni of the antients, where there was a city of the fame 
name \ Going on I was told that we paffed within four miles of Tra-
peza, which, if I miftake not, is to the right, though Blaeu's map puts a 
place .of that name near Famagufta; this probably is a village near the 
high hill, that was compared by the antients to a table, and was facred to 
Venus; I had a vjew of it on this head of land. This hill was over cape Pe-
daljum n, which may he the fame as Ammochoftus x, and I fuppofe it to be 
the northern point of that broad head of land, which is now called cape 
Grega. Pedaljum is thought to be a corruption of the antient name Ida-
lium, there having been a town of that name in Cyprus, which was facred 
to Venus; the Idalian wood was near it, in which, according to an
tient fables, Adonis, a favourite of Venus, was killed by a boar, and they 
feign that {lie turned him into a flower. There are two ports mentioned 
between this and Salamis, which are Leucola and Arfinoe ; a city alfo is 
mentioned with the latter, which might be where Famagufta is at prefent 
Situated. 

We came to a village called Meram, which is half a mile fouth of Fa
magufta, where the Chriftians live who are not permitted to dwell within 
the city. I was here recommended to a Chriftian, who affigned me a 
room, which he had built in his garden, where I was entirely alone, and 
fent to the town for whatever I wanted. The next day I went with the 
janizary to fee the city ; for though I had a letter to the governor, yet 
I was advifed not to fend it, as I had no prefent for him. I went with 
all freedom wherever I pleafed about the town: The governor however 
was afterwards informed, that I had viewed the town very exactly, and 
wrote every thing down, tho'I had only copied a fhoit Greek infcription: 
Upon this he fent orders to the muleteer not to go any further with me, 
and that they fhould not permit any Franks to come into the city, on 
which I fent the janizary with the letter to the governor, who was then 
very well fatisfied, and laid he mould be glad to fee me. 

« Ptol. v. 14. £ 1 .', ° Strabo xiv. 682. 
* Ptol. ibid. * Ptol. v. 14. 
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The city of Famagufta is about two miles in circumference, and was Famagufta. 

well fortified by the Venetians ; it is of an oblong fquare figure j the ba-
ftions are all fernicircular -y on the weft fide of the town, a rifing ground 
runs along from north to fouth, on which they took the advantage to 
build the rampart, which makes it exceedingly ftrong this way, a foflee 
being cut into the rock on the three fides to the land; and in that to 
the weft there are covered ways to fally out : This high ground, 
which is the ftrength of the weft fide, expofes the fouth part of the town 
to the enemy, for it was from this part that the Turkifh general battered 
the fouth gate, which is the only entrance from the land ,• and it is pro
bable, that from the high ground on the north fide they planted their 
batteries againft the north eaft corner to the lea, where there is a ftrong 
caftle alfo fortified within. There is agate from the city to the port, 
which is well fheltered by feveral rocks, and the entrance to it, which 
is at the north eaft corner, is defended by a chain drawn acrofs to 
the caftle; it was here that the fluffed flcin of the brave unfortunate Bra-
gad ine was hung up at the yard of a galley, after he had been moft 
inhumanly flay'd alive by the treacherous Turks, againft whom he had 
bravely defended the city. I obferved on the ramparts the names of 
feveral of the Venetian governors of Cyprus; and near the gate there 
are two ftatues of lyons, one of which is very large, they were pro
bably fet up on fome pillars in the principal parts of the city after the 
Venetian manner. The antient piazza feems to have been very beautiful; 
the houfe of the governor with a portico before it, is on one fide, and the 
weftern front of the church of faint Sophia on the other; it is a moft 
beautiful Gothic building, now converted into a mofque, but about 
three years ago two thirds of it was thrown down by an earthquake, 
together with the greateft part of the city. Before it there is a Greek 
infcription on a black ftone, which might be ^part of a pedeftal for a 
ftatue • near the north weft corner of the church there are two pillars, 
which probably had on them the Venetian enfigns; near thefe there is 2 
coffin of white marble adorned with lyons heads, and feftoons held by 
cupids. It is furprizing to fee what a great number of churches there 
are in this city ; St. George's, one of the moft magnificent, was thrown 
down by the earthquake; another large one, which, if I miftake not* 
was dedicated to faint Catherine, is now the principal mofque. 

There is very little trade at this place, which is the reaibn why all 
provifions are cheap here, the price of a fat fheep being only half a 
crown: No Chriftian is fufTered to live within the walls, unlefs it be in 
confinement, in which condition I faw a Greek patriarch of Conftanti-
nople, who being depofed, and intriguing in order to fupplant his fuc-» 
cefibr, was banifned to this place a few months before; I faw him after
wards in one of the Princes Iflands near Conftantinople, returned from 
banifhment. They will not fufFer a Chriftian to go in or out of the1 

city, otherwife than on foot $ and a European having obtained a firman 
from the grand fignor to enter the city in his chaife, when he fent it to 
the governor, received this anfwer in a very cool manner : C( That irr 
" obedience to the firman he might enter in his carriage, but that he? 
** would not permit him to go out of the city in i t / ' The prefent build

ings 
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ings do not take up above half the fpace within the walls, and a great part 
even of thofe are not inhabited. They have very good water brought 
three or four miles by an aqueduct, which is carried for the molt part in 
a channel on the ground. 

Between the two chains of mountains that ftretch along the ifland, 
there is a large plain feven or eight miles wide, and between thirty 
and forty long, beginning about Famagufta; as it is one of the bell 
parts of Cyprus, and moft fecure from the privateers, fo it is chiefly 
inhabited by Turks, the Chriftians living more upon the mountains, and 
.near the fea, as they are exempted from that flavery which falls to the lot 
of the Turks when they come into the hands of thefe privateers: This 
plain feems to have been the antient kingdom of Salamis founded by 
Teucer; the capital of it, which bore the fame name, was at the earl 
end of the plain on the fea. 

Salamis. ,, The Jews deftroyed the old ciy of Salamis in the time of Trajan ; it 
was afterwards called Conftantia, probably from the emperor Conftari-
t ies ; it was again deftroyed by the Saracens under Heraclius, and pro
bably it was not afterwards rebuilt. We let out to fee the old. city on 
the twelfth, and in half an hour came to a large bafon, which is filled 
by rain water, and in half an hour more to a ftream, over which there 
is; a bridge | this muft be the antient Pedius. On the north fide of it 
are the remains of Salamis -y a plan of the city may be feen in the thirty 
fecond plate at B. There are ftill large heaps of ruins on the fpot of 
the antient city, and great remains of the foundations of the walls, 
which feem to have been between three and four miles in circumfe
rence. The port d is to the fouth; it feems to have been made by 
art; and is almoft filled up ; the fmall river Pedius b, empties itfelf into 
the fea at this place. Antient geographers mention two iflands of Sala
mis, which are not now feen. On examining the ground I imagined 
the fea might have left thefe iflands, and I faw near the port fome riling 
grounds G c , with channels round them, which might formerly be fill
ed by the fea. There appears to have been a more modern city here 
than that antient one built by Teucer, and there are great remains of 
the foundations of the walls of the new town, which was about half as 
big as the old city. The inner walls e, are fuppoled to be thofe of the 
new town, and the outer ones F f, thofe of the old city. On that fide 
of the town, which is next to the port, there are ruins of a large church, 
and alfo of a fmall one ; and to the north of the town there are fome 
very thick walls g, which are alfo probably the ruins of a church. There 
is likewife a fquare plain fpot h, which might be either a piazza, or a 
bafon for water. On the north of the new town, juft within the gate, 
there are feveral grey granite pillars lying on the ground, and two or 
three Corinthian capitals of grey marble cut in a very beautiful and par
ticular manner; a drawing of one of them may be feen in one of the 
plates that relate to Athens. Thefe pillars feem to have belonged to a 
temple. This place is now called old Famagufta, and is about four 
miles diftant from the modern town: There are remains of an aqueduct 
to this city at i ; all the arches which I faw of it were Gothic, and 
there is an infcription on it in Greek, which makes mention of an arch-

j bilhop, 
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bifhop : The antient aqueduct being probably repaired wlien the new 
city was built, after the eftablifhment of Chriftianity in thefe parts. 
I law the arches all along the plain, extending towards the mountains to 
the north weft; on the fide of which mountains the water was convey
ed from a plentiful fource which I faw at Cherkes, thought by fome to 
have had its name from the old Cy thera, though that place muft have 
been farther to the fouth. The Tables place Citari in the road from 
Salamis to Tremitus, now called Nicofia. Cherkes is fix or feve/i 
leagues to the weft north weft in a valley between the hills; it is beau
tifully improved with mulberry gardens for the filk worms ; the plenti
ful fources of water which fupplied this aqueduct, are a considerable 
way in between the hills. -

To the weft of Salamis there is a fmail juined church k, and near it 
a very little church 1, built and arched over with very large ftones, 
half of it is now under ground; it is dedicated to St. Catherine, who, 
as they fay, was daughter of king Cofta, the founder of the preientEa.-
mogufta, and that the city had its name from him. In this church there; 
is a well, and on one fide a chapel built of three ftones, the four fides 
confifting only of two ftones, and it is covered with a third, which is 
angular at top. If I miftake not, they {ay, this faint was buried in this 
chapel, and there feems to have been a tomb in it. A mile to the weft 
there is a monaftery and a large church dedicated to St. Barnabas, whkh 
feems to have been a fine building ; the church has been ruined and re
built ; the foundations of the eaft end of the old church remain in three 
femicircles. About half a furlong eaft of this church there is a defeent by 
feveral fteps to a fepulchral grot cut in the rock, with niches for bodies 
on three fides of i t : Here, they fay, the body of St. Barnabas was de-
pofited, who was a native of this ifland, and fuffered martyrdom at Sa
lamis in the time of Nero. At the entrance of the grot there is a well 
of water that is a little fait, and a fmall chapel is built over the grotto^ 
which does not feem to be of any great antiquity. 
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C H A P . III. 

Of CARPASY, and fome other places in the eaftern part 
of CYPRUS. 

R O M Salamis we went on northward, and having travelled about 
five miles came to the river Deraie, over which there is a long • 
bridge like a caufeway, and a high ground to the foiith of it, 

which might be the fituation of fome antient town : In half an hour we 
came to the river Chour; we then turned to the eaft, parted over fome 
hills of cape Chaulebernau, • and eroding a rivet, we approached the 
high hiHs, on which there is a cattle called the hundred and one cham
bers. Thefe mountains take up almoft all that narrow tract, which 
feems to have been called the Olympian promontory, and probably this 
tSgheft part of the mountains was called mount Olympus, on which 
there was a temple to Venus, probably Venus Urania, or the chaft Ve-
iftus; for there was a city in this part called Urania, which wis de
stroyed by Diogenes Poliorcetes, and it was not lawful for any woman 
i-benter this temple, or fo much as look on i t ; all this promontory 
:feems to have been the kingdom of Carpafia. I obferved in this part 
a great quantity of talc in the hills. We arrived at a village called Pa
trick, where we were weU received by the Greek prieft. On the thir
teenth we proceeded on our journey, and be£an to cfOfs the hills to-
'Wards the north fide of the ifland, and came to a village called Galadia, 
finely fituated on a high ground. We travelled on through a very fine 
"tountry abounding in wood, and pafied through Ai-Androniko, where 
Hthere is a fmali ftream, the fources of which never fail; this village on 
the fbuth fide is inhabited by Turks, and on the north by Chriftians. 
All thefe places are much mfefted by the Maltefe corfairs. We lay in 
the houfe of the prieft of Yaloufee or Jaloufa on the north fide of 
the ifland, where there is an antient Greek church ; we faw the 
coaft of Cilicia very plainly from this place. On the fourteenth we 
came to a ruined village, called Mafhargona, where they have a tra
dition that fome king antiently refided ; foon after we came to a fmall 
cape, on which there are ruins of a church dedicated to St. Marina; it 
is built of fine hewn ftone, and the place is called Selenia. Having 
travelled about four hours, we went to the left of the antient convent of 
Jaloufa ; there is alfo a bay here of the fame name, and as there is a 
^place fo called near Scanderoon, which is the bay that had the antient 
name of Sinus Ifficus in Cilicia ; this, without doubt, muft be Sinus If-
ficus of Cyprus, which was in this part of the ifland : This is probably 
the flioar of the Acheans where Teucer firft landed. We arrived atCar-
pafs, and went about two miles northwards to the plain and to old Carpafs, 
called by the antients Carpafia, the capital city of the kingdom of that 
name, which is now given to all the country : The ifland here is only three 
miles and three quarters broad r. There are fome ruins at old Carpafs, 
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efpecially the remains of a wall near half a mile in circumference, with 
a pier from it into the fea, at the end of which there are fome figns of 
a tower. The whole feerrts to have been only a caftle for the defence 
of the port: To the eaft of it there is a very good church in the Greek 
ffyle, which belonged to a monaftery near called Amlpjhjtosd; thejr 
call this place alfb Salamina, and I was told that this name was given it 
by fome religious perfons, who began to improve the place not a great 
many years ago, but were obliged to leave it on account of the Maltefe 
privateers. About the village of Carpas there are a great number of fea§ll 
i-uined churches or chapels, which might formerly be built for the ufe%l" 
wealthy families, who might retire to this place. It was on the Carpar 
fian fhoars that Diogenes Poliorcetes landed his army. . 5,, 

On the fifteenth we travelled eaftward to the village of AfphrojaifjE, 
where there are ruins of four churches^ and it feems to have been fome 
antient town 5 for I faw on both fides of it ruins of a wall extending jt<> 
wards the fea. We came to the moft eailera point of the iflandy calle^ 
by the antients the ox's tail % probably from fome imaginary refemblaoqeg 
it is riow called the cape of St. Andrew, from a monaftery which is cut ou^ 
^f the rock, and dedicated to that faint. Oppofite to the north eaft cornj^r 
.are.the ifles called Clides by the antientsa $ the krgeft of whicb is nojfr£ 
mile in circumference; authors differ about the number of them ; thojfe 
who name but two, probably took notice only of the two largeft ; . theape 
are two more that appear only as rocks, the furtheft of which, is not^a 
mile from the land ; there is another which has fome herbage on it, arjtd 
may be the fecond as to its dimenfions ; it is fb very near to the land that 
it may have been feparated from it fidce thofe authors wrote. At the 
north eaft corner there is a grot cut out of the rock, which feems to hase 
been a fepulchre; there are fome figns of a large enclofure round it, ao4 
higher are feveral forts of oblong fquare buildings of hewn ftone, which 
appear but a very little above the ground, and feem to have had covets 
over them ; I conjecture that they were fefKilchres of very great antiquity; 
one, which is built in a more magnificent manner than the reft, made jape 
conclude that they might be the fepulchres of the antient kings of this patt 
of Cyprus j it confifts of three enclofures; there are but two tiers of ftone 
above ground ; the oiitetmoft building is one and thirty feet fquare, and 
the walls are one foot nine inches thick ; within it, at the diftance of tvro 

:feet fix inches, there is a feeond, and, at the fame diftance within that* a 
third ; the top of which k cut with a ledge wrdimto receive a cover. It is 
jjKjffihle the two outer wails might be built up higher, and there might 
have been entrances thftmgh them to the fepulchre : The whole is a veiy 
particular fort of work, and of fuch a kind as I never faw in any other 
fdace. There are figns of foundations of a building on a. little mount, 
which is a rock of marble of different colours ftretching into the fea, aap4 
it is a very good fituation for a light houfe, tho' there are fome remains 
on a little point very near it, that have more the appearance of fuch a 
building. All this country to the eaft of Carpafs for about twelve miles 
is almoft uninhabited, except that there are a few Turkifh herdfmen pa 
the fouth fide, where there is a fine narrow plain. The defolate condi
tion of this part of the ifland is occafioned by the conftant depredations of 
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the Martefeprivaters, who land more frequently here than in any otncp 
part. From this eaftern point I faw very plainly mount CafTms near An-
tioch, and the mountain of RhofTus, now called cape Hog, which is be
tween Kepse and Scanderoon. 

We travelled on fouthward from this point, and in lefs than an hour 
arrived at the uninhabited convent of faint Andrea, in which there for
merly lived two or three monks. We went to the fouth fide of the iflandj 
crofted the hills, and came to a very large village which is called Mairou, 
which is about half a mile broad; at the weft end of it we began to crofs the 
hills/to the north, and faw a cape to the fouth called Peda. We arrived 
again atCarpas on the fixteenth, and went to the convent of Jaloufa; we 
pafled by Selenia, where I faw remains of pillars four feet in diameter, an$ 
came to Jaloufa. On the feventeenth we went about two leagues to the 
fouth eaft of Jaloufa, near a place called Aimama, and came to a large 
grot cut into mountain, being very difficult of accefs; and there is an
other grot of the fame kind two leagues to the eaft of it, near a village called 
Gallipomo; it is a gallery with four apartments on each fide, in moft of 
which there are holes cut down like fepulchres, which are now Bllcd up : 
On the hills above it, are fome fmall ruins of an antient place, which 
might be Urania, taken by Diogenes Poliorcetes, and I faw near the 
grot a great number of fepulchres cut into the rock, many of them be
ing in the manner of graves, which feem to have had ftone covers over 
them : Towards the weft end of this promontory the mountains are 
very high, and the foot of them ftretches out in fuch a manner towards 
the north fea, that there is no paflage on the north fide of them; and, I 
fuppofe, that thefe hills were the bounds of the kingdom of Carpa-
fia on the north weft fide; thofe to the fouth weft being probably the 
low mountains, by which there is a narrow pafs to the fea. Aphrodi-
fium was fituated near the weft part of the promontory, and probably 
on the fhoar to the north ; it was about nine miles from the territory of 
Salamis. From this grotto we returned again to Jaloufa. On the eigh
teenth we travelled to the north weft and came to Androniga, where 
part of the village are Turks, who are fometimes under fuch apprehen-
fions of the Corfairs, that for fecurity they go and lie on the mountains, 
and they told me, that fbme of them have even perifhed with cold in 
thofe retreats: We afterwards came to a village of Turks, where one of 
them holds his lands on the condition of entertaining ftrangers, and his 
people came and drew water for our mules ; this was in the road from 
the northern parts to Famagufta. From this place we went out of the 
road northwards, near an hour to the mountains called Efhbereve; on 
the higheft fummit of which is the ftrong caftle of the hundred cham
bers before mentioned, which is almoft entire. We lay at a Chriftian 
village on the north fide of this hill. $ 

CHAP. 
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C H A P. IV. 

Of NICOSIA, GERINES, LAPTA, and Sou . 

N the nineteenth we travelled weftward on the north fide of the. 
ifland, and came to a very pleafant village called Agathon, fi,-
tuated at the beginning of the plain on thefea: There are. ;a 

great number-of cyprefs and orange-trees about it, and it is probable^ 
that Macarja was ikuated near this place. The plain is a very narrow 
(trip of land not above a mile broad, but extends weftward for abou£. 
thirty miles, almoft to the bay where thefe mountains end ; I take tm& 
to have been the kingdom of Lapithia, and mall have occafion to mafce 
fame obfervations on the fuppofed capital of it. On the twentieth ,we? 
purfued our journey, and afbending the hills to the fbuth, vifited tw;a 
final! convents, and afterwards the monaftery of Antiphonese,• i t i s , ^ 
mous for the Lignum Cyprinum, of which there are leven trees, tber^ 
being no others of that kind in the ifland : It is the oriental plane tree^ . 
and is engraved in this volume among the plants which I brought frQ|t| 
the eaft. We crofted over the hill to the fouth, and came into the great 
plain between, Famagufta and Nicofia, and lay at a Chriftian village 
14-axafhoulpu* On the twenty-firft we travelled north weft to a vii? 
lage called Chyterea by the Franks, of which I have already given jaa 
account, and of the river there, which fupplied the aqueducl at Sa.f 
lamis* ,* 

From this place we travelled to the fbuth weft to Nicofia. I went tONicofiai 
the houfe of the conful's broker, and was alfo recommended to the 
diiagpman of the mofblem j both of them aflifted me in feeing 
that city, which is towards the weft end of the plain^ and is fuppofed -J© 
be the old Tremitus; it is the capital of Cyprus, where the rnoiblem or 
governor refides; it is fortified with very large ramparts, but has j|t9 
fofiee, and confequently is a very indifferent fortification; the rampar^ 
are faced with the hewn ftone of the old walls: the circumference,qf 
them is about two miles. The walls of the antient city, which were 
built with femicircular towers, may be traced all round, and they feem 
not to have been much lefs than four miles in compafs. There are ftili 
remaining in the city feveral very magnificent houfes, which are of the 
times of the kings of Cyprus ; fome of them have been repaired by the 
Venetians, according to the rules of modern architecture; and thete 
is a moft beautiful Corinthian door-cafe oi a houfe which, they fay,. be
longed to the Venetian general. The cathedral church, now a mofque^ 
is 3. large building, and exceeds that of Famagufta in the front, as much 
as it falls fhort of it in other refpedfe; there was alfb a church here 
dedicated to the holy crofs, and another of the Auguftinians, which 
are now mofques. The Greeks have feveral new built churches id 
the city, and the Latin fathers of the convent of the holy fepulchre at 
Jerufalem have a fmall convent. Though thefe are very few Arme
nians, yet they have pofleflion of an antient church here. There is a 
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great manufacture of cotton fluffs, particularly of very fine dimities, 
and alfo half fattins of a coarfe fort ; they have here the beft water in 
Cyprus, brought by an aqueduct from the mountains. 

Convent ot T w o leagues to the north eaft of Nicofia, on the fide of the moun-
ftom. ^ °~ tain, is the rich convent of faint Chryfoftom, to which we went on the 

twenty-third -y it belongs to the Greek convent of the holy fepulchre at 
Jerufalem : Over it, towards the top of the mountain, there is a place 
called the Hundred and one chambers, which confifts of feveral build
ings, one over another ; the higheft is very difficult of accefs ; they have 
a tradition that a queen of Cyprus, who had the leprofy, chofe to live 
here for the benefit of the air, and that faint John Chryfoftom adviiing 
her to build the convent below, me followed his counfel, and was cured 
of her leprofy; others add, that fhe bathed in a water there, which is 
ftill reforted to by perfbns in that diftemper, who find benefit by it. This 
monaftery has been a very large building, though great part of it is 
ru ined ; there are two churches, one of which, called faint Helena, is 
ruinous, the other is covered with a dome, and painted all over wi th in ; 
i t is dedicated to faint John Chryfoftom : Before it is a handfome por
tico, from which there are three doors with fine marble door-cafes, that 
do not feem to be very ant ient ; two fcepters were formerly depofited 
behind the folding doors, the figures of which are painted on the wall, 
and at the bottom there is a place where the crown was kept. All the 
account they can give is, that they belonged to.Tome queen, and that 
they were taken away by a pafha of Cyprus. I t is probable that the 
regalia of Cyprus were kept here: This convent is jnear the road which 
leads to Gerines^ 

W e crofted the hills again to the north, and lay at a village called 
Chilta. On the twenty-fourth we went to a moft magnificent uninha
bited convent, which is aimoft entire, called Telabaise , it confifts of a 
very beautiful cloyfter; on one fide of it there is a magnificent refec
tory, on the other a fine room up one flight of ftairs, which might be a 
library, and under it there are two very handfome apartments, one of 
which might be a common refectory, and the other probably ferved to 
receive ftrangers; on a third fide, is a church of a more antient and 
heavy bui ld ing; all the reft is of a very fine Gothic architecture, and in 
the cloifter they have made a ciftern of a beautiful coffin of white mar
ble adorned with bulls heads, cupids, and feftoons of exquifite work-
manihip. 

Gerines. We went about three miles to a ruined port called Gerines, which is 
the antient Cerynia; the ruined walls are about half a mile in circum
ference, and feem to be on the foundation of the antient walls, for I 
obferved on the weft fide, a large foflee cut out of the rock, and the old 
town might extend further eaft beyond the prefent fquare fort, which is 
about a quarter of a mile in circumference. Though this place is 
efteemed to be very ftrong, yet the Venetian governor, when the Turks 
were marching towards it, (after they had taken Nicofia) fhamefully fur-
rendered the fort, before the enemy laid fiege to it. T o the weft of 
the town there are a great number of lepulchral grots, and I faw fome 
pillars ftanding, and remains of the foundations of an antient building. 

There 
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There is one church in the townj which is entire, and two 6r three! in 
ruins; the prieft refides in a convent of Solea, there being not above five 
or fix Chriftian families in the place: The chief trade here is with Selefki 
in Caramania, which is the antient Seleuciain Cilicia; the commerce is 
carried on by twofmall French veffels, which export rice and coffee to that 
part, which is brought to Cyprus from iEgypt; and they bring back 
ftorax, and a great number of paffengers: They alfo fbmetimes go over 
to Satalia, the antient Attalia in Pamphylia; but Selefki is the neareft 
place to this part of the ifland, being only thirty leagues off. 

We fet forward towards the weft, and travelled about two leagues 
to the ruins of the antient Lapithos b, which I fuppofe to be the 
capital of another kingdom. Here I few feveral walls that were cut out of 
the rock, and one entire room over the fea; there are alfo remains of 
fome towers and walls, but the old name is tranflated to a village near 
called Lapta, where there are fome fources of very fine water, which 
feem to be thofe of the antient river Lapithosc. I lay here at the rich con
vent called Acropede\ 

On the twenty-fifth we went on to a bay, and faw a cape beyond it 
called in Blaeu's map Cormachiti, which feems to be the old cape Crom-
muon. We croffed the hills to the fouth, and came into the weftern 
part of the plain in which Nicofia (rands; for this plain is bounded to 
the weft by fome low hills, which ftretch from the end of the northern 
mountains to the fouthern ones: On the north fide is the bay where I 
fuppofe the antient city of Scli flood. 

When we had croffed the hills, having travelled about fix hours, we Morpho. 
came to Morpho; they told me this place was eight leagues from Nico
fia, probably the city Limenia might be fituated here. We went to the 
magnificent convent of faint Mamma at this place, which appears to Convent of 
have been built on a very grand defign; it confifts of two courts, theSt ' M*11"118' 
buildings of which are unfinished; they are feparated by a very magni
ficent church, built of hewn ftone, and dedicated to faint Mamma, 
whofe fepulchre they fhew in it. She is had in great veneration in Cy
prus, and they have fome legend concerning her riding on a lion, in 
which manner they always paint her. Though the building is not of 
modern architecture, yet it does not appear to be very antient; I con
clude, that it might be built a little before the Venetians had poflefBon 
of the ifland ; being founded by fome noble family of Cyprus: They 
have a water here, which they fay is miraculous. 

On the twenty-fixth we went four hours to the north weft to a large Kingdom of 
bay, where, I fuppofe, the kingdom of iEgea begins, in which the f a - ^ 3 ' 
mous Solon took refuge when he was banifhed out of Greece. It is faid 
that he advifed the king of this country to leave the city of iEgea, which 
was fituated between the mountains, and to inhabit a plainer country. 
I was told that there* is a place now called Ege, fituated on the hills. At the 
north weft corner of the before-mentioned bay, where the fouthern hills 
come to the fea, there are ruins of a very considerable city, which, I fup
pofe to be Soli; on the weft and fouth fides it was bounded by thofe hills; 
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and to the north and eaft by the fea, a wall being drawn from the hills 
to the fea, fome remains of which are ftill feen, as well as of a bafon, 
for the /hipping to lye in. The moft remarkable ruins of this place are a 
little way up the fide of the hills to the weft, where I fawthe ruins of 
a femicircular wall, but could not judge whether it was the remains of a 
church, or of an antient temple or theatre ; lower on the plain are three 
piers remaining, which are ten feet wide, eight thick, and fifteen feet 
apart ; I could difcern that arches had been turned on them; they 
Were adorned on the outfide with Corinthian pilafters, the capitals of 
which were very well executed ; it feems to have been a portico to fbme 
very grand building. The front is to the north, and on every pier withiri 
there is a nich about eight feet high and four feet broad; thefe niches 
doubtlefs were defigned for ftatues: Probably this was the temple of 
Venus and Ifis that was in the city d, which had its name from that 
wife lawgiver Solon; the place is now called Aligora, that is, the fea 
mart. There is a river falls into the fea at this place, and as the channel 
of it is not kept open, it makes a morafs. This doubtlefs is. the river 
mentioned by the antients at this place. Some modern writers have 
placed Soli at Lefca, a village^ about a league north of this place. The 
antient cape Calinufa feems to be that point which is to the weft of this 
bay. 

Returning fbuthwards to the road, we purfiied our journey to the 
weft, and in about an hour and a half came to Lefca j it is a long 
village built up the fide of thofe hills, which we crofted into the de
lightful country of Solea, which is a vale about a mile wide, and winds 
between the hills for feven or eight miles; it is much improved with 
gardens and buildings, and is very well watered with fprings and rivu
lets. We went to a convent where the bifhop of Gerines commonly re-
fides ; it is fituated on the fide of the hills, where there are very rich 
iron mines which are not now worked. 

On the twenty feventh we went along the vale, and crofting the hills, 
came to the fmall convent of St. Nicholas fituated between the hills, 
where there is fuch an agreeable variety of fields, wood, water, and 
cafcades, that it is one of the moft delightful folitudes I ever faw -, two 
ftreams come rufhing down the hills, and are carried all through the 
country of Solea in many rivulets. The Afbeftus of Cyprus is found in 
the hills about two leagues to the fouth eaft of that place. 

The convent We travelled in a very difficult road along the fides of the hills to the 
Cheque* convent of St. Johxi. I obferved a great number of pine trees, which 

they deftfoy by cutting them at the bottom, in order to extracl: tar. On 
the twenty eighth we travelled over feveral hills, and afcended the 
higheft of them, where it is very cold, to the convent called Panaia 
Cheque, or the Madonna of Cheque, where they have a miraculous pi
cture of the blefTed virgin and our Saviour, painted, as they fay, by St. 
Luke, and brought from Conftantinople by a king of Cyprus, whom 
they call Ifage. This place is as much reforted to by the Greeks, as 
Loretto is by the Latins^ and they come to it even from Mufcovy. The 
convent belongs to the archbifhop of Nicofia, and has about feventy 
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monks in it. I was received here with great civility by the fuperiof, 
who met us without the gate, conducted me to the church, and then 
to their apartments, where I was ferved with marmalade, a dram, and 
coffee, and about an hour after with a light collation, and in the even
ing with a grand entertainment at fupper. 

C H A P . V. 

Of ARSINOE, PAPHOS, and CURIUM* 

ON the twenty ninth we travelled over the mountains, and pafled 
by forrie old iron works; they fhewed us a village called Sarama 
to the eaft, where they faid a part of the mountain had been 

thrown down by an earthquake: We arrived the fame evening at the 
convent of Aiamone. I had a view of the bay of St. Nicholas to the 
north weft, in which Arfinoe feems to have been fituated, where there 
was a grove facred to Jupiter \ They talk much of the fountain of 
lovers, but they informed me that there are no ruins about it. They 
mention alio the port of Agama in this part, and fome ruins near it, 
which probably are the remains of the antient Arfinoe, and the prefent 
name of it may be derived from cape Acamas f, which was the moft 
weftern point of the ifland. Oppofite to the bay is a fmall ifland call
ed St. Nicholas, from which the bay has its name. I was told by the 
monks, if I do not miftake, that the old name of this ifland (probably 
that of the middle ages) was Stiria. Towards the fea to the north there 
is a village called Bole, where I was informed there were iron mines and 
hot mineral waters. 

On the thirtieth we pafled the hills which are on the weft fide of 
the ifland, and went to the fouth weft into a plain, which is about 
fifteen miles long and three wide : The city of new Paphos, and 
the port of old Paphos were on this plain. This country probably 
made another kingdom, of which Paphos might be the capital. We„ 
arrived at Baffa, which is iituated near the place where new Paphos New Pa-
ftoodj it is on a rocky eminence in a narrow plain on the fea, which ispbos" 
feparated from the great plain by fome low rocky clifts, which might 
antiently be warned by the fea before new Paphos was built. Thefe 
clifts are now full of fepulchral grots, which doubtlefs were made for the 
ufeof the city. To the weft of the town there is a point of land, and the 
old port was to the fouth eaft of it, in an angle made by a fmall promon
tory, and was fheltered by piers built out into the fea, fome remains of which 
are ftill to be feen. The city feems to have been to the eaft and north 
of the port; and I obferved a very large foflee cut out of the rock to 
the north of the old town, where probably they dug their ftones for 
building. There are feveral lofty rooms hewn out of the rock, and ma
ny fmall apartments; one of them feems to have ferved for a large 
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ciftern, there being a hole in the top to draw up the water, and flairs 
down to it cut out of the rock ; it is probable this was filled in winter by 
an aqueduct from the mountains, of which there are fome remains near 
the town; by this means the city might be fupplied with good water 
in the fummer time, of which there is a great fcarcity in the ifland. To 
the north of the port there are fome figns of an antient temple on a 
ground raifed by art: From the manner in which the grey granite pillars 
lie, and by the difpofition of the ground, I judged there was a colonade 
round it, and a portico to the weft with a double colonade; the pillars 
are about two feet in diameter. Half a furlong to the eaft of this there 
are foundations of a fmaller building of hewn ftone near the corner of 
the port, which might be either a temple or fome other public building. 
Farther to the eaft are the remains of a large church, which probably 
was the cathedral, and feems to have been built on the foundations of a great 
temple, for there are fome very large pillars of grey granite now ftanding 
near i t ; they are about three feet in diameter, and finely polifhed ; it is 
needlefs to mention, that both thefe temples were without doubt dedi
cated to Venus, for whofe worfhip this city was famous. This place 
probably began to be confiderable when Ptolemy the fon of Lagus demo-
lifhed Citium, and removed the inhabitants to this city -y it was almoft 
entirely deftroyed by an earthquake, but was rebuilt by Auguftus, and 
called Augufta, in honour of him. Near the ciftern beforementioned there 
is a church under ground cut out of the rock, dedicated to the feven fleepers; 
arid in the town there are ruins of feveral churches, and houfes, rnoft of 
which are uninhabited. This city is famous in facred hiftory for being ho* 
noured with the prefence of faint Paul, and on account of his having here 
converted Sergius the governor of the ifland to Chriftianity s. About a 
mile to the north there is a rocky ground near the fea {hoar, cut out into fe-? 
pulchral grots ; many of them feem to have been defigned for rooms, 
and fbme of them are very large : I faw five or fix, which probably weje 
inhabited by families of a fuperior rank, having a court in the middle, 
and a colonade of two Doric pillars in front, and three on each fide, 
with an entablature over them, all cut in the rock, and fome of the 
pillars are fluted; one fide of thefe courts is open in front; in each 
of the other three fides there is a room cut out of the rock, and the door-
cafes are executed in a beautiful manner. 

Half a mile to the eaft of this place is the new town of BafFa, where 
the governor refides, new Paphos being now called old BafFa, and is in
habited only by a few Chriftians, and by a fmall garrifon in a caftle at 
the port. There was antiently at new Paphos a celebrated meeting once 
a year for the worfhip of Venus, from which place they went fixty ftadia 
in proceflion to the temple of Venus at the port of old Paphos, where/ 
according to the fables of the antients, that goddels, who is faid to have 
been born of the froth of the fea, came afliore on a fhell. The ruins 
of the city, called by the antients new Paphos, are now known by the 
name of old BafFa, where there is a fmall village of the fame name about 
a mile to the fouth of BafFa. There is an aga and fbme janizaries who 
live at the fort in this place. I was recommended to a brother of the 
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bifhop of Baffa, who at that time was imprifoned by the Turks at Fa-
magu'fta, by the inftigation of the archbifhop of Nicofia, with whom he 
had fome difference ; and I afterwards faw him at Rofetto, when he 
fled from this place into iEgypt. When I was in my lodgings fome jani
zaries came to me, and afterwards the poor aga of the fort, who were 
very inquifitive about me, on which I took occafion to talk of my de-
fign to wait on the great aga at Baffa, with a letter I had to him. On 
the firft of December I waited on the aga with my letter, and a fmall 
prefent of fugar, which I found was neceffary, and could be of no ill 
confequence, as it was the only prelent I fhould have occafion to make 
on the illand. He entertained me with coffee, and lent his falconer 
along with me, who attended me with his hawk wherever I had an in
clination to go. 

When I had feen every thing there, we proceeded on our journey ; go
ing at fome diftance from the fea along the plain, in an hour we came 
to a running water, and law fome ruins of the aqueduct to the right^ 
which here crofles the river on an arcn: In half an hour more we came 
to Borgo Amedieh where there are remains of a high Gothic aqueduct. 
Oppofite to this place is the firft fmall cape to the fouth eaft of Baffa$ 
which might be the old promontory Zephyrium \ In half an hour we 
palled by ldeme, and about the fame diftance we were oppofite to another 
eape, which might be that of Arfinoe ; the port of Arfinoe might be on 
one fide of it, and the port of old Paphos on the other, which was a 
mile and a quarter from that city; for though I went in fearch of it^ 
at the cape oppofite to Coucleh, where old Paphos ftood, and obferved 
the ruins of feveral aqueducts that way, yet I could fee no figns of the 
port. We afcended to the village of Coucleh, which is fituated on a nar
row hill extending to the fouth into the plain. Old Paphos was doubtlefs o ld paphos, 
here, and there are great heaps of ruins about the place, and remains of the 
foundations of thick walls; the ruins extend about a quarter of a mile 
in breadth, and half a mile in length. Some fay that this city was built 
by Paphus, fon of Pigmalion, others that it was founded by Cynafus 
king of Crete, and father of Adonis. 

Thefe hills extend quite acrofs the ifiand, and are much lower in this 
part than they are towards the north ; they end here in high white 
clifts ; and where they make a great head of land to the fouth, they are 
known to mariners by the name of cape Bianco, part of which might 
be the promontory called Drepanum by the antients k. We travelled 
over thefe hills to the eaft, and in about two hours from Coucleh came 
to a Turkiih village called Alefcora, where we got a place to lodge in 
with great difficulty. 

On the fecond we went near a large Turkiih village called Afdim, 
which is the fame as Audimo or Aitimo. We went on to the other 
fide of cape Bianco, and came to two delightful villages which are con
tiguous ; they are called Epifcopi and Colofle. Thefe villages are fine
ly watered, and moft beautifully improved with mulberry trees for the 
filk worms, and alfo with a great number of orange and lemmon gar
dens. At the fouth end of Colofle there is an antient preceptory of the 
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knights of St. John of Jerufalem, which is now in ruins ; there are like-
wife the remains of a very high aqueduct that conveyed water to it, 
and J favv an epitaph of one of the priors of this place, who died in one 
thoufand four hundred and fifty three. It is the opinion of fome that 
the antient city of Curium was here, but I could not fee the leaft, figii 
of anv ruins : but on the hill to the weft I obferved the foundations of 
a thick wall, which feemed to have encompaffed fome antient town, 
which probably was the city of Curium: And it is not unlikely that the 
grove, facred to Apollo near Curium, was where the village of Epifcq|i 
now ftands, which is a place abounding in water. They think alfo that 
the low promontory called cape Gatto was the promontory Curias, from 
which they threw any one into the fea, who prefumed to touch the altar 
of Apollo ; but as this is very low land, it is probable that it was from 
fome point to the weft of Curium, where there are high clifts, and might 
poffibly be a part of what is now called cape Bianco. To the eaft of 
Epilcopi there is a fmall river, which I fhould have thought4 to have 
been the Lycus of the antients, irHhat river had not been mentioned1, 
as between the town and the promontory. Cape Phrurium is men
tioned m near Curium, which might be the fouth eaft part of this great 
head of land, as Drepannum was probably that to the north weft- T h e 
head of land called cape Gatto is to the fouth of Epifcopi; it is a low 
land, the north and weft part of it is a morafs, and there is a large fait 
lake on the eaft fide, which is filled by the winter rains, and is almpfl: 
dry in fummer : The fouth part of this promontory is a barren rocky 
foil, and there is a ruinous uninhabited convent on k, called faint Hif 
cholas. They have a ridiculous ftory, that the monks of this convent 
kept cats in order to hunt and kill the ferpents, of which there are great 
numbers here ; this they fay gave rife to the name of the cape; and 
they add withal, that on ringing a bell the cats ufed to leave off their 
diverfion, and return home. 

To the eaft of this cape there is a bay, and at the weft corner of it 
Limefol is fituated, where I firft landed in the ifland. As 1 did not meet 
with any fhip there bound to iEgypt, I returned to Larnica, where I 
found a French fhip failing for Damiata, on which I embarked on the 
eighth of December. We were obliged by contrary winds to put in at 
Limefol, where we were detained fix days, and I landed a fecond 
time in iEgypt at Damiata, on the twenty-fifth of December one thou
fand feven hundred and thirty-eight. 

[ Ptol. v. 14. » PtoL ibid. 
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Of the natural hiftory, natives, cuftom, trade, and govern
ment of CYPRUS. 

TH E climate of Cyprus is not fo temperate as that of many other Cyprus, its 
parts in the fame latitude ; the winds, which blow from the mate' 
high mountains of Cilicia in the winter, make the ifland very 

cold, efpecially the northern parts ; and fome of the high hills of the 
ifland being covered with fnow all the winter, make fires very ne-
cefiary during the cold feafon, though they are feldom ufed in any other 
parts of the Levant; the clouds alfo breaking on thefe hills, often fall 
down in heavy rains for many days together, infomuch that I was in
formed it had lbmetimes rained there for forty days almoft inceflantly. 
Thefe mountains and the fhallow foil, which is moftly on a white free 
ftone, make it excefuvely hot in fummer, and the illand is very un
healthy, efpecially to ftrangers, who often get fevers here, which either 
carry them off, or at leafl continue for a considerable time, the diforder 
lurking in the blood, and occasioning frequent relapfes. 

The foil of Cyprus is for the moft part rocky; there are in it many en-Soil, 
tire hills of talc or gypfe, fome running in plates, and another fort in 
{hoots, like cryftal •> the latter is ufed in many parts, efpecially at Lar-
nica, as ftone for building : They have alfo in the mountains near that 
city a very thin marble paving ftone, that cuts like chalk with a com
mon faw, and much of it feems to have been laid in the walls in order 
to bind the ftones. Near Nicofia they have a yellowifh marble, which, 
they fay, when burnt produces a fmall quantity of fulphur. At a 
mountain towards Solea, the Aibeftus or Amianthus, called by fome the 
cotton ftone, is found in great plenty; it is of a blackifli green colour, but 
runs in veins in fuch a manner, that the ftaple of it is not above half 
an inch long : It is much to be queftioned whether they could ever fpin 
it to a thread, but by fome experiments tried with it, I have reafon to 
think that an incombuftible paper might eafily be made of it, like 
that which they make of the Afbeftus of Mufcovy. Near Baffa there 
is a hill that produces a ftone called the Baffa diamond; it is very hard, 
and feems rather to exceed the Briftol and Kerry ftones. Cyprus has 
alfo been very famous for its minerals, and for many forts of precious 
ftones, which were probably found in the mines. In going round the 
ifland I faw only two iron mines which are not now worked, becaufe in 
Cyprus they want hands to cultivate the ground ; nor is it agreeable to the 
inclination of the people to be employed in thefe mines, becaufe they 
would not be well paid by the officers of the grand fignor: One of 
thole iron mines is about half a day's journey eaft north eaft of Baffa; 
the other is at Solea, where there is a large hill that feems entirely to 
confift of this ore, which is very fine and light, being porous and 
crumbling, and of a red colour. They have here alfo the feveral forts 
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pf earth ufed by painters, called Terra Umbra, Verde, Ro$ij aridbjalla* 
and I was affured, that not long ago a traveller found a very fine azure 
earth, which is uncommon, and either is not much known, or is found 
in fmall quantities, otherwife it would without doubt be exported. ,1: 
'„ The ^ antients mention three rivers in Cyprus, the : Ly eus, _ Tetius, 
and Pedius, though at the beft they deferve only the name of rivulets, 
and I fuppofe the water feldom fails in thefe, though it is.generally faid 
that there are no rivers in Cyprus: It is certain they have no frefh 
Water fifh, except fmall crabs, which are in moft of the rivers in, Afia.ijAll 
round the ifland there are beds of winter torrents, which from: run-the 
mountains after rains, but during the fummer months, when it neverc rains 

" in thefe fouthern parts, they are entirely dry, excepting fgme^fevvTprings 
which have been rarely known to fail. The water, whiehffis drawn out 

^ of wells, is almoft all brackifh, occafloned by the great quantity ;of 
'^tiitre in the foil, which produces the fait in the lakes befor§mentioned -.-at 
" fernica they fend above a league for all the good water they, drink* The 
\]water of the ifland feems to depend almoft entirely onr the rain ^ and 
' w h e n clouds have been wanting either to fall down inrain, or to feed 
^ the fprings, by lying on the mountains, a great drought ha^ alwyssen-
^Tued ; and hiftorians relate, that there having been no rain 4ov tbkty-^fix 

years, the ifland was abandoned in the time of Conftaatiae, for want?bf 
:." water. . „•;. - •; • •. n-'-''£ 

It is faid that this ifland received its name from the eyprefstraes, 
which it is certain grow on it in very great abundance, efpeeiaHy 
on the eaftern promontory, and in the northern partssof the ifla&d. 
There is a fort of tree which grows in moft parts of .-Cyprus, which 
is called by fome the cedar, and much refembles it in every thing fiut its 
feed, which is like the juniper j it is called in Greek Avorados, andil 
have been fince informed that it is a fort of juniper, and is much: i&ke 
the tree that they call cedar, which is brought from the Weft Indies^ and 
poffibly may be the fame, but here it grows rather like a large A r a b 
than a tree. They have alfo the common juniper on the mountains and 
pine trees in great numbers, with which they make tar,- they have likewife 
the caroub, called in Greek, Keraka, which is fuppofed to be the loctrft 
tree, the fruit of which in this ifland exceeds that of any other country, 
growing like a flat bean, and is exported both to Syria and iEgypt. Moft 
of the trees in the ifland are ever green, but it is moft famous for the 
tree called by the natives, Xylon EfTendi [The wood of our Lord], and 
by naturalifts Lignum Cyprinum, and Lignum Rhodium, becaufe it 
grows in thefe two iflands -} it is called alfb the rofe wood, by reafon of 
its fmell; fome fay it is in other parts of the Levant, and alfo in the ifle 
of Martinico. It grows like the platanus or plane-tree, and bears a feed 
or maft like that, only the leaf and fruit are rather fmaller j the botanifts 
call it the oriental plane-tree; the leaves being rubbed have a fine balfa-
mic fmell, with an orange flavour; it produces an excellent white tur
pentine, efpecially when any incifions are made in the bark. I fuppofe 
it is from this that they extract a very fine perfumed oil, which, they fay, 
as well as the wood, has the virtue of fortifying the heart and brain. 
The common people here cut off the bark and wood together, toaft It 
in the fire, and fuck it, which they efteem a fpecific remedy in a fever, 
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, ^Saoid-feem to think that it has a miraculous operation. They make here" 

Labdanum or Ladanum of a very fmall balfamie aromatic fhrub called 
Ladany, and by botanifts Ciftus Ledon, or Ciftus ladanifera; it is faid 
that the goats feeding on it in the month of May, a juice flicks to their 
beards, and makes a fort of a cake, which, being taken off, they purify 
it, and make the Labdanum : This is in fome meafure true; but that 
fort requires much labour in order to clean it, and it is never perfectly 
fweet, fo that in Cyprus they ufe the fame method as in the other iflandsj 
and make an inftrument which they call Staveros, becaufe it is like a\ 
crofs ; it exactly relembles a crofs bow, and they tie pieces of yarn to it 
about three feet long, as reprefented at C. in the thirty fecond plate. In 
the month of May they draw this yarn over the leaves, and the balmy 
ftubftance flicking to the yarn, they lay it in the fun, and when it is 
hot, draw it off from the yarn. The common people mix it up with 
land, in order to make it weigh the heavier, which is what the druggifts 
call Labdanum in tortis, and in this manner it is commonly fold ; but 
being purified from the fand, it is of the nature of foft bees wax, which 
is, what they call Liquid Labdanum. It is efteemed as a great remedy 
againft many diforders, taken either inwardly or outwardly, and the 
fmoak of it is good for the eyes, but it is moftly ufed againft the in
fection of the plague, by carrying it in the hand, and fmelling to it. 
The ifland produces alfo cotton and coloquintida, and a root called 
Riy , which is a fort of Madder; it abounds alfo in vineyards, but the 
common wine is very bad. The rich Cyprus wine, which is fo much 
efteemed in all parts, is very dear, and produced only about Limefol; 
In fome few places indeed they make good red wine. 

: They plough with their cows, which, as I was informed, they do not 
milk, looking on it as cruel to milk and work the fame beaft; but 
perhaps they may rather have regard to the young that are to be nourifh-
ed by them. This lols is made up by their goats, which are fpotted in a 
more beautiful manner than any I have ever feen : Indeed a great part 
of the foil of Cyprus is more fit for goats than for large cattle; they 
make cheefe of their milk, which is famous all over the Levant, and is 
the only good cheefe to be met with in thefo parts; they are fmall 
and thick, much in the fhape of the antient weights, and are kept in 
oil, otherwife when they are new they would breed a worm, and when 
old foon grow dry. The Turks have fuch an averfion to fwine, that 
the Chriftians dare not keep them where they have lefs power than 
they have in Cyprus; but from this place the Chriftians in all parts are 
fiipplied with excellent hams, which they cure in a particular manner 
by falting them, pouring the rich wine on them, and when they have 
preffed them very dry they hang them up. They have very few horfes 
in Cyprus; they ufe mules both for burthen and the faddle, of which 
they have a good breed ; the poorer fort of people make ufe of affos. 
They have few wild beafts or game, except foxes, hares, and wild goats ; 
and among their birds the chief are a very beautiful partridge, which I be
lieve is the fame as the red partridge in France, and a beautiful bird called 
in Italian Francolino, and in Greek Aftokinara, which I have mentioned 
before. There are a furprizing number of fnakes here, but few of them 
venemous, except a fmall kind ; a fpecies, which is generally thought 
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to be the afp, fupplies the place of the viper, and is faid to have the fame 
virtues ; it is called Kouphi [Blind]. T h e largeft of them are near two 
inches thick, and are bigger in proportion than fnakes, the head being 
rather fmall with regard to their bodies, and it is pofitively affirmed, 
that they have been known to fwallow a hare whole, which, if true, 
muft be underftood of a young one ; their bite is exceedingly venemous, 
but it has been cured by medicines, and by the ferpent ftone. I have been 
informed that there is an afp in Italy which is not deaf: It is poffible the 
Pfalmift might mean this reptile, when he made mention of the deaf ad
der, which refufeth to hear the voice of the charmer. They have an ex
ceeding large broad fpider, fomewhat refembling a fmall c r a b ; the 
Franks call it the Tarantula, but I believe it is not the fame which is 
found in Apulia. There is here a brown houfe lizard called a T a -
ranta, and if it walks over any part of the body, it caufes a very great 
itching, which continues for fome time with much pain.. I do not find 
that they have fcorpions, which are fo common in Syria; but the lo-
cufts, when they come, ravage the country in a moft terrible manner, 
deftroy whole fields of corn where they alight, and eat the leaves of the 
mulberry trees, on which their filk depends. 

Charafler. T h e Cypriotes are the raoft fubtle and artful people in all the Levant, 
nor have they more veracity than their neighbours, fo that their words 
are not to be depended upon, as they make ufe of all means that 
way to deceive. T h e women are little fuperior to their anceftors witr* 
regard to their vir tue; and as they go unveiled, fo they expofe them-
felves in a manner that in thefe parts is looked on as very indecent. 
They go every Whitfunday in proceffion to the fea fide, which feems to 
be fome remains of the heathen cuftom of going annually in proceffion 
to the fea in remembrance of Venus's coming out of it, which was an-
tiently attended with fome other circumftances. They retain here the 
barbarous cuftom of the other eaftern nations of treating their wives as 
fervants; they wait on them at table, and never fit down with them, 
unlefs in fuch families as are civilized by much conversation with the 
Franks ; for having been under the Greek emperors, and the Venetians, 
they have come very much into the European cuftoms. They make ufe of 
chairs and tables, and lie on oblong fquare tables, probably to be more 
free from the noxious animals in the fummer, and from the damps occa-
fioned by the great rains in the winter: They make ufe of carriages with 
two wheels drawn by oxen. - T h e common people here drefs much in the 
fame manner as they do in the other iflands of the Levant ; but thofe 
who value themfelves on being fomewhat above the vulgar, drefs like 
the Turks, but wear a red cap turned up with fur, which is the proper 
Greek drefs, and ufed by thofe of the iflands in whatever parts of the 
Levant they live. 

Trade. Cyprus, on account of its fituation, and the cheapness of all forts of 
provifions in the ifland, is the place where almoft all fhips touch on their 

. voyages in thefe par t s ; and by this way a correfpondence is carried on 
between all the places of the Levant and Chriftendom: So that furnifh-
ing fhips with provifions is one of the principal branches of the trade of 
this ifland, and they fometimes export corn to Chriftendom, though it is 
contrary to their laws. They fend their cottons to Holland, England, 
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Venice and Leghorn, and wool to Italy and France. They have a foot 
of an herb called in Arabic Fuah, in Greek Lizare, and in Latin 
Rubia Tin&orum, which they fend to Scanderoon, and by Aleppo to 
Diarbeck and Perfia, with which they dye red, but it ferves only for cot
tons, for which it is alfo ufed here ; it is called by the Englifh Madder* 
but it is doubted whether it is the Madder fb well known in Holland 5 
they export a red dye for woollen fluffs, which is falfly called by the' 
Englifh vermilion, though that is known to be made of Cinnabar; 
whereas this is the produce of the feed of Alkermes^ called by botanifls 
Ilex coccifer ; there is a fmall hole in the feed, out of which there 
comes a very fine powder, called the powder of Alkermes, of which 
the fyrup of Alkermes is made, and the feeds afterwards ferve for̂  
dying, and both are exported to Venice and Marfeilles. Coloquintida iU 
cultivated here> and efteemed better than that of iEgypt, which beittg 
larger does not dry (0 well; it grows like the calabafh. The feed is feiit 
into England, and to Germany, being much ufed in the latter for em* 
balming bodies : In iEgypt they fill the fhell with milk, and let it ffafid 
fome time, and take it as an emetic. They prepare a great quantity of 
yellow, red, and black Turkey leather, which they fend to Conftanti*-
nople ; and they export yearly near a hundred thoufand pound weight 
of raw filk to London and Marfeilles; for as it is a hard weighty filk, it is 
much ufed in making gold and filver laces, and alfo for fewing. At 
Nicofia they make fine plain cotton dimities. In a word, it is a fur-
prizing thing to fee Cyprus maintain its own people in fuch great plenty, 
and export fo many things abroad, when one confiders the extent of the 
ifland, and that half of it at lead is mountainous, and much of it near 
the fea lies uncultivated by reafbnof the Corfairs; nor is the ifland well 
peopled, eighty thoufand fouls being the moft that are computed in i t ; 
whereas hiftorians fay, that in Trajan's time the Jews maflacred here in 
one day two hundred and forty thoufand perfons, and fince that time 
they have never permitted any Jews to live in the ifland; fo that when 
this ifland was well inhabited and cultivated, the produce o£ k muft have 
been very great. 

Two thirds of the inhabitants are Chriftians, and there are twelve thou-inhabitants, 
fand that pay the tribute as fuch, exclufive of the women and children i 
They are moftly Greeks ; there are indeed near Nicofia fome few villages 
of Maronites, and in the city of Nicofia a fmall number of Armenian^ 
who are very poor, though they have an archbifhop, and a convent in the 
country; the Mahometan men very often marry with the Chriftian wo
men, and keep the fafts with their wives. Many of them are thought to 
be not averfe to Chriftianity; neverthelefs the Turks are fo jealous of 
the power of the Chriftians here, that they will not fuffer them to buy any 
black flaves or others that are Mahometans, which former are frequently 
brought to iEgypt, and fold to the Turks. The Greeks have an archbifhop 
of Nicofia, and three bifhops of Larnica, Gerines, and BafTa; the Greeks 
are every where in pojflefiion of their churches, but cannot repair any that 
are ruined without a licence; they are built in the ftyle of the Syrian 
churches, but are generally covered with cupolas; they had formerly 
a cuftom here, as they have in many other parts, of hanging out flags at 
the weft end of their churches ori Sundays and holidays, and I faw fome 
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of the ftones which had holes in them for thatpurpofe. There are a great 
number of monafteries in the ifland ; they are to be looked on as religious 
focieties, who go out to labour on the lands that belong to them, with 
their fuperior to overfee them ; this is their employment all day, and 
half the night is fpent in performing their fervices: They may be alio 
looked on as places of education, where the youth who labour by day 
learn to read and chant their offices at n igh t : T h e lay fervants, who are 
diftinguifhed only by a cap, anfwer to the lay brothers in the Roman 
church ; but they never take the vow, and may leave the convent and 
marry ; in thefe refpects the eaftern churches pretty much agree. There 
is no nunnery in Cyprus, and I faw only one of the Greek church through
out all Syria, nunneries being very uncommon in thefe parts, except among 
the Maronites of mount Libanon. They take only the vow of chaftity 
and obedience, and every monk generally buys his own cloaths, and 
pays his tribute to the grand fignor out of his own purfe, which chiefly 
depends on the charity of thofe who come to the convents, either for de 
votion j retirement, or diverfion. Where a convent is well fituated, the 
Turks often come and flay in it, and put the convent to fbme expence, 
and never make any return j they alfo ferve as inns to which all people 
refort; but the Chriftians always leave fomething at their departure. 
Wha t a monk is worth when he dies, goes to the bifhopof the diocefe. T h e 
priefts here are very ignorant as moll of them are in the eaftern churches; 
and though Greek is their mother tongue, they do not fo much as under-
ftand the antient Greek of the New Teftament, tho ' the modern Greek 
differs very little from i t ; but in Cyprus the Greek is more corrupted 
than in many other iflands, as they have taken fome words from the Ve
netians whilft they were among them ; it is notwithstanding a fweet lan
guage, but they fpeak it very faft. 

Govern- ^ J J within thirty years paft Cyprus was governed by a pafha, but now 

it is under a more inferior officer, called a mofolem. T h e late grand 
fignor gave this ifland as a dowry to his daughter, who was married to 
the grand vizier Ibrahim Pafha, and fince that t ime the island has 
belonged to the grand vizier: He legally makes of it about feventy-
five purfes a year, each purfe being about feventy pounds fterling, 
but then he has only a fhare of the harach, and of a tax called the n o -
z o u l ; and I have been informed that the whole island brings in five 
hundred purfes a year. There are alfb fees for offences, and upon ac
count of any unnatural d e a t h ; in the latter cafe the village pays one 
purfe. T h e original property of all the lands is in the grand fignor, who 
fells them to the inhabitants and their male heirs, and in default of male 
heirs, the lands revert to the grand fignor, who difpofes of them in like 
manner : T h e tythe of the land, which doubtlefs belonged to the church, 
is granted t o two forts of military bodies ; one of them are called zains, 
of which there are eighteen chiefs, who have the tythes of the lands of a 
certain diftricl:, and are obliged to fend a number of men to the war j the 
others are called timariotes; under the name of Timars lands are granted 
all over the Turkifh empire on the fame condit ion: There is alfo a poll 
tax called the nozou l ; it is about fix dollars a year paid by all thofe who 
are not obliged to go to war, both Chriftians and Turks ; and the Chri
ftians pay a tribute called the harach, which is univerfal over the Turkifh 
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empire; it is from ten to fifteen dollars ahead; there is alfo afmall duty of 
twenty-two timeens or forty-four medeens a-head, which is about three 
{fillings Engliflv paid yearly to the village where every one is born: The 
fait and cuftoms belong to the janizaries, who are about a thoufand, and 
have generally an aga fent to govern them once a year from Conftanti-
nople. The Cypriotes having their lands at fo eafy a rate, any one would 
imagine that they muft live very happily; but the mofolem is almoft 
continually harafling the Chriftians, who often leave the island, and go 
to the coaft of Cilicia, and very frequently return again, out of that na
tural love which every one has for his own country: Many of them not-
withftanding fettle in the fea port towns of Syria, which difpeoples the 
island very much. Cyprus is now divided into flxteen cadelifks, each 
having its aga or governor, and cadi or minifter of juftice; they confift 
of fixteen towns8; and it is probable that among them may be found 
the capitals of the fifteen kingdoms, into whach, fame fay, the island 
of Cyprus was at firft divided. *,*»-

s The names of thefe towns ate Cherkes, Epifcopi, Larnica? Meflaria, Famagufta, and 
Nicofia, Gerines, Morfo, lifca, Solea, Baffa, Carpals. 
Arfinoe, Aitimoj or Afdim, Chrufofou, Limefol, 
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D E S C R I P T I O N 
OF 

The EAST, &c. 

B O O K the Fourth. 

Of the ifland of C A N D I A. 

C H A P . I. 
From A L E X A N D R I A in ^ E G Y P T , to R H O D E S and 

C A N D I A . 

ON the fecond of July one thoufand feven hundred and thirty nine 
I embarked at Alexandria, on board a Scotch veflel bound to 
Tunis, Algiers, and fbme other places on the coaft of Africa, 

freighted with Moors on their return from Mecca ; I was to be landed at 
Canea in Candia, if the wind would permit. On the eighth we faw 
that part of the coaft of Caramania, which by the antients was called 
Pamphylia, and were almoft oppofite to Satalia, which was the antient 
Attalia, and was fouth of Perga in Pamphylia. Here the apoftles Bar
nabas and Paul embarked for Antioch after the perfecutions they had met 
with atlconium °. In the evening we came up with the ifland called Ca-
ftello Rofib: This was, without doubt, one of the Chelidonian iflands, 
which Strabo p mentions as oppofite to the facred promontory where 
mount Taurus was fuppofed to begin; and it may be that ifland which 
he fays, had a road for fhips, and probabJy it is the ifland Rhoge of 
Pliny \ and the prefent name may be a corruption from it, as I could 

° A&s xxv. 26. P Strabo xiv. p. 666. a- Plin. Hift. viii. 35. 
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fee no realbn for their calling it the red ifland ; it is High arid rocky, 
and about two miles in length. There is a town and caftle on the 
higheft part of it, and the fouth fide of this iiland leemed to be covered 
with vineyards; there is a fecure harbour to the north, and they told 
me that it was not above half a mile from the continent, and that they 
have plenty of good water; it is inhabited by Greeks, and is a great 
refort for the Maltele, as there is no ftrong place to oppofe them. Pro
ceeding on our voyage I law two fmall iflands at a conliderable di-
ftance, which, if I miftake not, are called Polieti, and feem to be thole 
rocks, which are marked in the lea chart, and in the map I give of 
Alia minor. We were now oppolite to Lycia ; a little to the north weft 
of thefe illands the river Lymira probably falls into the lea ; near it was 
the city Myra of Lycia, to which St. Paul came in his voyage from C s -
farea to Italy, and embarked on board a Ihip of Alexandria bound to 
that country \ Further to the weft the river Xanthus falls into the lea ; 
Patara was liruated to the eaft of it, where St. Paul embarked on board 
a fhip bound for Phoenicia, in his voyage from Miletus to Tyre \ On 
the eleventh we were oppolite to cape Sardeni; to the north of it is the 
bay of Mecari, which extends aconliderable way to the eaft -y they told me 
there were three or four illands in this bay, which muft be very fmall, 
being marked in the fea charts only as rocks. On the thirteenth we came 
near the eaft end of the isle of Rhodes, where there was {o great a cur-
rent coming from the north eaft between the island and the conti
nent, that the fea broke in at the cabbin windows, even in calm wea
ther. As the plague was at the capital town of Rhodes we did not 
think proper to go to it, though the wind was contrary ; fo we lailed 
along to the louth of the island, and came in fight of Scarpanto, but 
were drove back again to the iiland of Rhodes ; and on the leventeenth 
came to anchor in a bay to the weft of Lendege and of cape Tranquillo ; 
we went afhoar to water at a ftream about two miles to the fouth of a 
Village called La Hania. 

There is nothing in this iiland worthy of the curioiity of a ftranger. The Rhode*, 
city of Rhodes was famous of old for the coloffal ftatue of the fun, which 
was eaft in brafs by Chares of the city of Lindus, who learnt his art 
under the famous Lylippus; it was feventy cubits high, and the ftride 
was fifty fathom wide. This ftatue was thrown down by an earthquake 
in the year nine hundred fifty four; and the brafs of it, which was carried 
by a Jew to Alexandria, is faid to have loaded nine hundred camels. 
This iiland is alfo noted in hiftory, as having belonged to the knights of 
St. John of Jerulalem. The Rhodians were remarkably faithful to the 
Romans, and were' ftrong in their navy, the iiland producing a great 
quantity of timber, as it does at this time. iEgypt is fupplied with a great 
part of its fewel from this place, and here moft of the Turkilh men of 
war are built by the merchants of Conftantinople, who receive a fum of 
money from the port, and ule them in trade until there is occalion of 
them for public fervice ; they are then obliged to deliver them, and are 
refunded the whole expence of building; by this means the grand lignof 
has a number of Ihips at command, without being at any conliderable 

* A& xxvii. 5. * Ads xxi. i, 2. 
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expence before-hand ; and thefe large fhips, trading to Alexandria, are 
fecure againft the Corfairs, which was the chief defign of encouraging 
the building of them; there were at that time {even on the flocks. They 
make ufe of oak only in the ribs, the reft being all deal. 

The pafhalic of Rhodes is reckoned very di(honourable, and great 
perfons have often been fent to it, who were defigned for the bow ftring. 
When I was there, a depofed grand vizier was on the ifland; but as the 
prefent fultan's reign has not been bloody, fo there are very few inftances 
of any great men having been put to death by him. The French only 
have a conful at this ifland, and there is a fmall convent of capuchins. 
There are but very few Turks except in the city, the ifland being inha
bited by Greek Chriftians. There is a great plenty of provifions here, tho' 
it is a mountainous country, but it produces very little wine. We went a 
fhoar, and taking our arms with us, walked to the village of La Hania, 
and defired the inhabitants to fell us fome provifions, but they would give 
us none till their aga came to the village, whom they expected the next 
day, fo we returned on board the fhip. On the eighteenth I carried 
my tent a fhoar, and pitched it on a height oyer the ftream. On the 
nineteenth two people from the aga came to us, with the Greeks, and 
told us we might buy what provifions we wanted. The cafe was, if the 
Greeks had furnifhed us with any thing, before they had leave from the 
aga, he would have raifed money on them under a pretence that they 
had fold provifions to the Maltefe, and they might have forbid us com
ing a fhoar. We waited on the aga, and fupplied ourfelves with what
ever the place afforded. We fet fail on the twenty third, and having 
cleared the weftern point of Rhodes, I faw, at a confiderable diftance to 
the north, an ifland called Caravi, which is probably the antient Chal-
cia \ We then came up with the island Scarpanto, the antient Carpa-
thus, from which this part was called the Carpathian fea u ; it is a high 
mountainous island, and is faid to be twenty five miles in circumference x. 
I faw a bay on the eaft fide of it, very near the fouth eaft corner, and 
there is anchoring ground in it, fo that probably one of the four cities 
of the island was on this bay, which might be Poflidium, the only town 
on it mentioned by Ptolemy y ,• probably it was on the north fide of the 
bay where I faw an opening, and the fea-charts make the anchoring place 
in that part. Having palled this island we faw Caxo to the weft of 
Scarpanto, which feems to be the island called by the antients Cafus. 
On the twenty fixth we came up with the island of Candia. 

1 Strabo x. p. 48$. PJin. Hift. 423. and men dedit Cafos, A&ine olim. Plin. Hift. v. 36. 
v. 36. x Strabo ibid. 

u Strabo x. p. 4S9, Carpathus quas mari no- y Ptol. viii. 2. 

CHAP. 
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C H A P . II. 

Of the ifland of CANDIA in general, and of the places in 
the way to CANEA. 

CA N D I A , antiently called Crete, has always been looked on ascaadia, . 
an island of Europe ; the old name feems to be derived from the 
Curetes 2, who were the antient inhabitants. There are various 

opinions concerning thefe people, and the occafion of their name a $ 
fome fay that fix of them came to Crete from mount Ida in Phrygia, 
and that Rhea committed her fon Jupiter to their care, when £he fear
ed that his father Saturn would deftroy him. 

The island is faid by Pliny b to be two hundred and feventy miles 
long, and by Strabo c two hundred eighty feven and a half. The 
former fays, that it no where exceeds fifty miles in breadth, and is 
five hundred and eighty nine miles in circumference. 

Crete was antiently governed by its own kings, among whom were AnrieBt go* 
Saturn, Jupiter, and Minos; the laft divided the island into three parte; 
and the Grecians, to whom it afterwards became fubjecl:, feem to have 
followed this divifion, and the three territories became republics; I t 
was conquered by the Romans under the conduct of Metellus, who on 
that account had the title of Creticus; on the divifion of the empire it 
fell to the ftiare of the eaftern monarchs. The league between the French 
and Moors of Spain being broke, the latter feized on Crete in the year 
eight hundred and twenty three, in the reign of the emperor Michael 
the Stutterer ; thefe Moors built the city of Candia. The eaftern em
perors being engaged in other wars, the ifland was given by them to 
twelve noble families, on condition that they would undertake the con-
queft of i t ; and accordingly in the time of Alexius Comenus, they van-
quiihed the Moors, and the ifland was divided between them, but the 
ibvereignty feems to have continued in the Greek emperors; for it is 
faid to have been fold by them to the Venetians about the beginning of 
the thirteenth century, and in one thoufand fix hundred fixty-nine the 
Turks made a compleat conquer! of it. Minos, when he divided the 
ifland into three parts, built a city in each of them, namely, CnofTus to 
the north, Gortynia towards the fouth, and Cydonia near the weft end. 
Under the Venetians it was divided into thefe four provinces; Sitia, Can
dia, Retimo, and Canea; the pafhalic of Candia at prefent confifts of 
the two former, and there is a paftia over each of the others ; thefe are 
again fubdivided into certain diftri£ts called caftellates, probably becaufe 
a certain extent of country was under the government of a caftle in i t ; 
of thefe there are twenty, which are named from their principal towns 
or villagesd. Thefe four provinces feem to anfwer to counties, and the 
caftellates to hundreds. Every caftellate is governed by a cadi as to the 

admini-
2 Plin. Hift. iv. 20. b Strabo x. p. 474. 
a Strabo x. 462. " d In the. province of Sitia are the caftellates 
e Plin. Hift. iv. 20. following, Myrabello and Lafite, which are the 
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adinktStaafciaii ©f juftice • and is under a caftle caia, as to other affairs^!* ^ 
collecting,urdaey, and the like; and a Chriftian officer called capitalSpj,-* 
is appoiated over every village to collect all extraordinary taxes or dt£e%^ 
that belong to the grand fignor. s~z. 

Gape Sidero* which is the rartheft point to the north eaft, mufF^e 
the promontory which was anciently called Zephyrium ; to the fouth etft1 

of it we faw£;a head of land called Salamoni; this is the cape, over** 
againft wbichr faint Paul failed in his voyage to Italy, the wind not jfof-** 
fering them to go on the weft, when they were fcarce come over-a^irffi -
Cnidus\ Near this cape I law a fmallifland, which probably*wastheiflarlE* 
Civalli. About fix leagues to the eaft fouth eaft of the: cape we faw 
two iflands, which I fuppofe were thofe called Chriftiana. We had 
c^ms or contrary winds for feveral days, and a great jfea by reafon of 
the ftfong current, and were drove to the fouth. The Moors were vety 
uneafy, and often called on a favourite faint $ they hung up a baftetcf 
bread to him on the top of the main maft, and afterwards threw a 
bottle of oyl into the fea, made long prayers, and chanted a ibrt of 
litany : When they found that this had no effect, they wrote fomething 
on a paper, and one of them went up and tied it to the top of the raaff) 
whilft another threw a bafket of cufcafou into the fea ; and I could not 
but take particular notice of their manner of ending a difpute which 
arofe between fome of them, who coming to high words, the chief of 
them on a fudden began one of their Mahometan litanies, on which 
they all joined with him; and £o an end was entirely put to the contro-
veriy. On the fourth of September we again approached Candia, and 
came near the three fmall iflands of GjadurognifTa, calfe3 by mariners 
Calderoni: We law to the north weft a town, where there feemed to be 
a good road for (hipping, and there is a large opening from it between 
the mountains. About twelve leagues further to the weft, we were op-
polite to a deep bay, in which are two fmall rocky iflands called by the 
Greeks Paximades, and by mariners Chabra; we came near the ifland 
Gozo, which is about twelve leagues to the fouth weft of Chabra, and 
eight from the ifland of Candia; eight leagues beyond it we faw a cape, 
which may be that which was antiently called Hermcea f. 

Ckuda. The ifland of Gozo is called Gafda [TauSctj'by the Greeks; the fitua-
tion of it as well as the name, is a proof that it is the iltatid of Clauda 
under which faint Paul failed in his voyage to Italy g. T h e road for 
(hipping is to the north; it is inhabited by about thirty families of the 

diocefe of Petra ; Hierapetra which is the d io of Candia, and the weft under the pafha of Re-
cefe of Jera ; Sitia which is the diocefe of Sitia: timo; this makes the diocefe of Aulopotamo. 
In Candia, are Cnoflb, and Teminos, which is the Aios Bafileos and Amari, which are the diocefe 
diocefe of Cnoffus ; Arcadia which is the diocefe of Lambis, and Retimo which is the diocefe of 
of Arcadia ; Peliada which is the diocefe of Rethimni, formerly called Agria, from a ruined 
Cherronefos; and three more called Kenourio, city, which was the fee of it. In the province 
Bonifachio, and Gortyne, which all together are of Canea are the caftles of Apocoranos and Cha-
called Mefiares, and with the city of Candia nea under the bifhop of Kudonia, or Cydonia j 
make up the diocefe of Gortyne, belonging to Silino and Chifamo under the bifhop of Chi-
the metropolitan archbifhop, whofe title is me- lamps, in all eleven biihoprics, excepting the 
tropolitan of Crete, and primate of Europe, diocefe of the metropolitan. 
There is alfb a fort of independant caftle called e Adts xxvii. 7. 
Sfachia in his diocefe, and the ifland of Gozo. f Ptol. iii. 17. 
In the province of Retimo, is the caftle Milopo- « Adls xxvii. 16. 
tamo> the eaft part of which is under the pafha 
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country of Sfachiaj who have a Greek church there: They have aifo si 
dragoman to interpret for them, as {hips often put in to water and vi
ctual; and the Maltefe cotfairs fupply themfelves there. To the weft of 
i t there is a very fmall ifland called Pulla Gafda [Little Gafda]. 

On the ninth we came to anchor at the caftle of Suatia or Sfachia : 
Tne Greeks, with their pried at the head of them, met us on the fhoar 
when we landed, and alked us what was our pleafure; the captain told, 
them we wanted to take in water. I found I could not get mules in 
order to go to Canea, which they told me was forty miles diftant; Co 
that I was obliged to fend to the Englifh conful there; I returned on 
board that night; the next day I went afhore to the prieft's houfe, and 
on the eleventh the conful's janizary came from Canea with horfes for 
me. Under Sfachia there is a fmall natural port defended from the 
fbuth winds by fome rocks that are not above water, where little mips 
may enter and lie fecurely; the uninhabited caftle is a Venetian building, 
and over the entrance of it are the Venetian arms, and the arms of fome 
'of the governors. To the eaftof this caftle they fhewed me the foun
dations of a wall, which, they faid, was the boundary between the terri
tories of Sfachia and Retimo. To the weft of this there is only the Ca-
ilellate of Silino. The people of this part of Candia are ftout men, 
and drive a great coafting trade round the ifland in fmall boats, by car
rying wood, corn, and other merchandizes. On the twelfth we fet out 
for Canea, and entered into a very curious pafiage between the moun
tains called Ebros Farange ; it is from five to thirty paces broad, having 
liigh perpendicular rocks on each fide, out of which there grows, all the 
way up, a great variety of uncommon plants, and fome {hrubs and trees, 
as cyprefs, fig, and ever-green oak ; this pafiage is about fix miles long, 
the firft part of it is a good road ; but towards the further end there 
are many difficult afcents up the rock, which are fo narrow in fome 
places that we were frequently obliged to unload the horfes. Coming 
into the open country, we pafled by the houfe of the aga of the territory 
cf Sfachia, who invited us to go in, but we purfued our journey : We 
faw here fix or feven Greeks with a heavy chain about their necks, a pu-
nifhment inflicted on them for not paying a tax of about the value of half 
a crown, demanded on their guns, though they affirmed that they had 
none. We went to a village called Profnero, were kindly received 
by the prieft, and the next day arrived at Canea, where I took up my 
abode at the houfe of the Englifh conful. 

V O L . II. Part I. Q .qq C H A P . 
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I&am-city of Canea, capital of the wefteni provni|fc& of p3j&dj&> is 
\ '!.".l ' fi|uated at the eaft corner of a bay about fifteen miles w 0 e , 
X.~~.~ which is between cape Melecca, antiently called Clamum to 
'jtEcLfiaft, and cape Spada, the old promontory Pfacum to the weft: It 
^ Jas been commonly thought to be on the fpot pf the antient Cydonia, 
Bjit the chief reafon is, becaufe the bifhop of Canea is called in 
Jireek the bifhop of Cydonia. About the middle of the north fide pf the 

fr town, there is an old caftle within the fortifications, which is about 
"rialf a mile in circumference; thispoffibly migbt be called inTurk i iha 
chane, or public place for ftrangers, and from this the name of Canea 

.might be derived; the city is of an oblong figure, about two miles inoprn-
"jbafsA fortified towards the land after the modern way by the Venetians, with 
jtpur Demons, and a ravelin at the north eaft corner: On the north fide of 
the town is the port, well defended by a wall, built on the north fide on the 
rpcks; there is a light-houfe at the end of \ty and a caftle in the middle, 
which ferves as a cifiern; the entrance to the harbour is narrow, and there 
is a very fine arfenal for laying up gallies, which was built by the Veae-
tians : This city was taken by the Turks under the conduct of Jftbuf cap
tain pafha, in one thoufand fix hundred and forty fix, after a brave de
fence for fifty feven days. It is a neat town, the buildings being al-
taofl: all Venetian; moft of the mofques are old churches, of which to
gether with the chapels, there were twenty-five; one particularly be
longed to a large convent of Francifcans, and that on an advanced 
ground within the caftle feems to have been the cathedral called faint 
Mary's. All the Turks who are inhabitants of the city, belong to one or 
qther of the bodies of the foldiery, and thofe fit to bear arms are about 
three thoufand; there are three hundred Greek families in the town, and 
only four or five Armenians, and about fifty families of Jews. The pa-
flia of the province of Canea refides here, who is the head of the famous 
family of the Cuperlis, whole grandfather took the city of Candia ; this 
pafha is the general that retook Nifla; and fome fay, that the caufe of his 
d if grace was his cutting off fo many Greek villages in the neighbourhood 
of that city, by which the lands were left uncultivated; but that he al-
ledged in his defence, that he a&ed according to his orders. The people 
of this city are very much inclined to arms, and had fitted out this 
fummer two galleotes, each manned with fixty perfbns, to cruife for 
Neapolitans, or any other enemies; they were attacked, as they fay, 

: by the Venetians; one of them was taken, and all the men cut to pieces; 
it is thought that the Venetians meeting them beyond a certain place, 
which, by a late treaty of peace between the Ottoman Port and that Re-
publick, they ought not to have paffed, was the reafon of their falling 
on them; however, i t caufed a tumult in Canea, particularly againft 

the 



• OM C A M f l 1 ? ^ C -fc^ 
the French, who had given them certificates of their being Caneotes; 
fo that many of that nation fled to Retimo ; fome took fhelter in the 
the Englifh conful's houfe, and none of them dared to appear for fome 
time. The confuls general both of the Englifh and French refide here* 
though the j i t te rhavea conful both, at <3aii4ia? mnd Retimo, but the 
Englifh have only a droggerman atjthofe places, who does the office of 
a conful. The Englifh having very little trade this way, the conful's 
is the only Englifh houfe on the ifland, but the French merehaiits ,ate 
numerous; tfafc chief trade confifts in fending oyl of olives to France to5 

m&ke foap, a t ^ for working their cloths; they export alfo a fmall <fuan-
titj of filk, wixand honey, into the Archipelago, and wine to all paj^s 
of the Levant, which is very ftrong and cheap; it is fent moftly from $|e 
city of Candia; the common fort is red; but about Retimo they make, a 
fine M ufcadiiie wine: They export raifins, figs, and almonds to many paj$5; 
Englifh fhips'fometimes carry oyl from Candia both to Hamburg and to 
fcdridon. The capuchins of the million have a fmall convent here, and 
are jchaplains to the French nationh. 

t )n the third of September I fet out with the Englifh conful and the 
bifhop of Chiiamo, to fee the weftern parts of the ifland. Haifa mile to 
the weft of "Cariea I faw a fmall flat ifland about half a mile in circum
ference, called Lazaretto, which is the place where they ufiially per
formed Quarantine in the time of the Venetians; but now all the build
ingsare deftroyed, and the ifland is defolate: About the middle between 
the two points, and about half a mile from the land is the high ifland 
df faint The6sioro, fo called from a chapel which was formerly on it, 
dedicated to that faint; it is half a mile long, and about a furlong 
broad. The'^Venetians had a fmall caftle there, which the Turks bat
tered from a mgh ground on the ifland of Candia, where there are ftill 
foihe remains of the works which they raifed; this place is now unin
habited. Oppofite to this ifland the river Platania falls into the fea, fo 
called from the great number of plane-trees which grow about it j tfaey 
are very high, and make a moft beautiful grove; vines are planted at 
the bottom of them, which twine about the trees, and are left to grow 
naturally without pruning; and being backward by reafon of the fhady 

h i Towards the fouth fide of the weftern part mountains there are many rocky hills that can-
of the ifland, there is a chain of high moun- not be cultivated, which fort of* hills the Greeks 
tains", which, from their appearing white, efpe- call by a general name Madara, which is die 
cially at the weft end, were called, by the an- reafon why a certain traveller lays the mountains 
tients Leuci. Strabo fays they extended in called Leuci are the mountains now called Ma-
length thirty fcven miles and a half; the northern dara. On the top of the mountains of 
part of thefe mountains are called Omala, and Omala there is a round valley funk in, like the 
the fbuth parts are called the mountains of Sfa- bafon of a lake, and is called Omala, without 
chia. From thefe mountains two lower ridges doubt from the Greek word, which fignifies 
of hills extend to the north, which make two plain, and from this the mountains muft alfo 
points, one called Cape Spada, the old pro- have had their name : This probably is what in 
montory Pfacum ; the x>thers which make Cape Homan's map is called Lago Omalo j for m. 
Buzo, are called the mountains of Grabuze, and winter the water makes little ponds in feverai 
formerly it was called the promontory of Co- hollows of the plain, which is a pafturage for 
raffus. Thefe heads of land are about two deep j and the people fay that a certain herb 
leagues apart; the former ferns to be that part grows there, out of which they affirm that gold 
of the white mountains, which were called Di- may be extracted, and that the fheep feeding 
ctynnaeus; and the great mountains running eaft on it, that precious metal gives a yellow luftre 
and weft might be difttnguifhed by the name to their teeth, as it is laid a certain plant does 
of Cadiftus -, for fo the antients divided thefe in the Tirol The north part confifts of many 
mountains called Leuci. To the north of thefe pkafant narrow vales between thofe hills. 

4 fituation, 
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fituatioh, do not ripen till the vintage is part; they hang on the tree% 
till Chriftmas, and bring in a very confiderable revenue. We flopped a 
while at this delightful place, and then travelled about two hours and 
a half to the bed of a winter torrent, which, 1 fuppofe, is that 
called Tauroniti in Homan's map; it is the bounds between the Caftel-
late of Canea and Chifamo. We came to the weftern corner of the bay 
of Canea, and croffed the bed of a winter torrent called Speleion, and 
went two miles northwards to a very pleafant village of that name, which 
is fo called from a large grotto in that part. We here went to the 
houfe of the bifhop of Chifamo's brother; from this place we made 
excursions to fee the antiquities, and whatever is curious in this part of 
the ifland. At the fouth weft corner of the bay of Canea there is a 
convent called Gonia, regularly built after the Venetian manner, but has 
on lya ground floor; they have a very handfome refeclory, and a neat 
church in the middle of the court; the convent holds feveral lands of 
the grand fignor, paying him the feventh part according to cuftom ; 
there are ten priefts, and fifty caloyers, or lay brothers, belonging to it 5 
t>verit, on the fide of the hill, is the old convent, which confifts only 
of a fmall church and four or five rooms ; but it is a delightful place on 
account of its profpecT:, and the ftreams of water that run down the 
hill through the gardens. 

mtvma. ^ n t^ le e a ^ ^ e °f c a P e Spada before mentioned, towards the north 
end, there is a very fmall bay, which is only large enough to re
ceive great boats; there are ruins of a fmall town about it, which they 
call Magnes and Magnia after the Italian pronunciation; a plan of it 
may be feen in the thirty-fifth plate at A. This muft be Di&amnum, 
or DicTynna of Ptolemy, which he places in the fame degree of Jatitude 
as the promontory Pfacum. It is probable that this place was fo called 
from the nymph Di&ynna, and pofiibly it was the fcene of her hiftoryt 
The mountains that make this cape, and ftretch away fouthwards to the 
hills called Omala, had the name of mount Dictynnasus; it is faid that 
this nymph, who was alfo called Britomartis, invented hunting nets, and 
was the companion of Diana; that Minos being in love with her, fhe 
threw herfelf off from the rocks to avoid him, or, as Callimachus fays *, 
fhe threw herfelf into the fifhing nets [Aim/a], from which fhe was 
called .DicTynna ; though it is a more probable account that this name 
Was derived from her invention of hunting nets. They have a tradition 
of fomethirig of this nature, but they tell it with this difference, that be
ing woed by a great perfon, in order to avoid his folicitations, fhe con-
fented, on condition that he would take her way in a chariot; that for 
this purpofe he made a paved way, of which there are ftill fome re
mains, but that fhe fled away in a boat with another perfon, on whom 
Ihe had before fet her affections : They fay fhe was called Magnia, 
and that from her the city received its name. The antient remains of 
this place are chiefly on a fmall height over the weft end of the bay C, 
and on each fide of two rivulets, which meet juft before they fall into 
the fea ; .raoft of them are roughly built of the grey marble of the 
mountains which are on each fide: One building D refembles a church, 

• ' Strabo.x. p. 471. 

and 

3 
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and ̂ hal fome antient brick work about it. On a height to the foutji o£ 
tne bay at B, there are fome pieces of grey marble columns, and four* 
oblong fcjuare cifterns funk into the ground and contiguous, as if thej£ 
had been under fome great building/ I obferved that in."Jhe middle 
they were funk lower, like fquare wells, and lined with brickr with* 
a defign, I fuppofe, to receive a greater quantity of water-and be-̂  
low thefe on the fide of the hill towards the town, there are remains iff 
fome of the walls of earthen pipes, by which one may fuppofethe wa-' 
ter was conveyed down from the ciftern, the torrents below being dry 
infummer. Among thefe ruins, which were probably an antient tem
ple, I faw a fine pedeftal of grey marble three feet fquare ; it had a1" 
feftoon on each fide, and againft the middle of each feftoon there was 
a relief of Pan Handing; the whole was finely executed; it is proba
ble that this was either an altar, or the pedeftal of a ftatue erected to 
that deity in this temple, which probably was dedicated to the nymph 
Di&ynna ; Strabo k mentions the Di&ynnean temple in this place. 
Some years ago they found a ftatue here of white alabafter, but having 
a notion that fuch pieces of antiquity contain gold in them, the fifher-
men broke it to pieces; I brought away a foot of it, which fhews very 
diftin&ly all the parts of the antient fandal. 

We went on weft ward from this place, and came to the river Nopeia 
on the weft fide of the hills which make this cape; it falls into the fea 
at the corner of the bay; over this river on an advanced rock, there are 
ruins of ahoule and chapel called Nopeia; about them are the remains 
of a ftrong built wall five feet thick, as if it had been part of a fortified 
caftle. 

Near the weft corner of the bay, was the port and town of Cyfamus,<2y&m»< 
now called Chifamo; it was the port of the antient city Aptera, which is 
about five miles diftant to the fouth fcuth eaft j the port was a fmall bafon 
within the land, which is now almoft filled up; it was defended from 
the north winds by a pier made of large loofe ftones, not laid in any 
order. Along the (hoar, to the weft of the port of Chyfamo, there are 
foundations of fome confiderable buildings, which might be ware-
houfes j a fmall rivulet runs into the lea at this port; and eaft of i t 
the antient Cyfamus feems to have flood; a city of no fmall extent, as 
one may judge by feveral heaps of ruins about the fields; but there are 
no figns of the walls of the city ; it is a bifhop's fee, tho' there are no 
remains or tradition of any cathedral here. The Turks who inhabit the 
place live in a caftle, and in a fmall village or town walled round ad
joining to it, both which together are not above half a mile in circum-, 
ference ; as they are fb near the fea, they would not be fecure from 
theCorfairs without this defence. At the end of Cape Buzo there is a 
fmall uninhabited ifland, now called Grabufa Agria [Wild Grabufa] 
and by Strabo Cimarus. Cape Buzo, is the old promontory of Corey-
rus; it is made by the mountains now called Grabufe; the ifland appears 
as if it was the end of the cape. A little to the weft of the cape is the 
ifland and fortrefs of Grabufa; it is a modern fortification, built by the 
Venetians, and was betrayed to the Turks by fome officers in it, in one 

k Strabo x. p. 471, 
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thoufand fix hundred and ninety one, which was about a year before the 
defcent of Mocenigo on this ifland. It is now a garrifbn of about a thou-
land Turks, who were fuch bad neighbours that the whole promontory 
is now uninhabited. Ptolemy mentions the city of Corcyrus here, of 
which 1 could not learn that there are any remains, there being only 
a fmall ruined convent of faint George, and two churches on this pro
montory '. I faw from a height the high ifland Siniglufe or Cenaotto, 
which is the old iEgilia, and I was told that there is another between it 
and Candia called Pondelonis. 

I travelled through the inland part of the ifland as well as by the fea 
fide; it appears from Peutinger's tables, that there was a road along the 
middle of the ifland which led to Gortynia, and going northwards to 
Cnoffus, came to the fea at Crefonefib, and then went eaft fouth eaft to 
Hiera. 

Aptera. Aptera was about five miles from the port of Chifamo; it was fitu* 
ated on a high hill in a mountainous country, and is called (as all ruined 
cities are in this iiland) Paliocaftro ; a plan of it may be feen at C, in the 
thirty-fifth plate; there is a winding afcent to it F : On the fbuth and 
weft fides there are two flat fpots a t 0 ; one is higher than the other; 
on thefe the bulk of the city feems to have ftood: the prefent village is 
on the lower fpot. Thefe parts feem to have been walled round; and on 
the fouth fide by the road to Chifamo, are the remains of a fine large fe-
micircular tower E, which feems defigned as a defence to the pafs,- the 
antient caftle was at G, on the height of the mountain; the town 
was very ftrong hy nature; it is divided by walls into three parts; the 
middle part H is full of ruins of buildings, and among them are the 
remains of a church I. About this part there are feveral citterns funk 
into the rock. The walls of the city and caftle are feven feet thick* 
and it muft have been a place of very great ftrength; it is faid to have 
been built by Apteras king of Crete, and was ten miles from Cydonia. 
I procured here a very antient bas relief, which is reprefented in the 
thirty-fixth plate; it is one foot nine inches long, and thirteen inches 
wide; the largeft figures are eleven inches long; i t feems to be a fepul-
ehral monument, and fhews fbmething of the antient drefs. The fa
mous trial of mufick between the Mufes and the Syrens, in which the 
latter were vanquished, and loft their wings, is faid to have been in a 
field at the foot of this hill». 

Another 
1 The other places mentioned by Ptolemy, of the antient bilhopricks of this iiland, which 

at the weft end of Crete, are Phakrna, the beginning from the eaft, Cherfbnenfis is men-
Phalalarne of Pliny and Phalafarna of Strabo, tioned as the kft, and confequently the mod 
which might be at S. Chirglani in Homan^s map, weftern diocefe. According to the above emen-
where he makes a little bayfheltered by a rock: datioji, Inachorius was fixte,en miles fouth of 
The next place is Rhamnus port, which Pto- this, probably in tht bay whkh is made by cape 
Iemy places ten miks farther fouth, and might Crio, the old promontory Crumetopon, whkh 
be at the mouth of Homan's river Sfinari: If Ptolemy puts down ten miles farther fouth. As 
m Ptolemy the degree of 34. 36. becorrefted to I could get no other informations concerning 
34.26. thenCherfonelus may be fuppoled to have thefe places, fo I went no farther that way. 
been four miles farther to the fouth, and agrees Strabo obferves, that the ifland was twenty-five 
with thefituationofKeronifi, which is on a point miles broad at the weft end, and Psofemy 
©f land fetting out into the fea j and doubtlels makes it thirty. > • 
this fituation was the realbn of its antient name. m Polyrrhenia was another inland city five 
I could not hear of any ruins there, but find it miles more fouth than Aptera, and, according 
was a bilhop's fee, by an account I have by me to Ptolemy, forty minutes of longitude more 

to 
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ON CANDIA. 
Another inland town was Artacina, which might have been at a 

place now called Rocca, though Ptolemy places it more to the fbuth $. 
it is a fmall high rocky hill, on the top of which are the remains of 
fame buildings: There are about three or four rooms, which the people 
fay belonged to the antient Greeks, and they have fome fables relating 
to it of a giant whom they call Ienes. At this and the neighbouring 
mountains there are churches in grots dedicated to that St. Anthony, 
who was the founder of the monaftic liie. To the weft of this place 
there is a river called Tiphlosd; and I fuppofe it might derive its name 
from fbme place near the rife of i t ; for among the bishopries one is 
calfed Tephilienfis. About a league to the north eaft of Rocca is a vil
lage called Epifcope, where there is a church ftill entire, and the 
bifhop of Ghifarao thinks that it is his cathedral ,• it is a round build
ing, covered with a dome, and is about twenty feet in diameter ; it is 
paved with Mofaic, and dedicated to St. Michael the archangel. At 
the eaft end ate the remains of the bifhop's throne, and in the portico 
there is a very particular vafe, which probably fervedfor a font j at each 
end there is a feat, in which, they fay, the bifhop and prieft fat when 
the biflbop performed the ceremony of warning the feet of the prieftsa. 
In my return, going-along by the river Platania to the north eaft, I 
came to a pleafant village called Kirtomado, which is amongft the hills 
of Omalo. 
^ About five miles to the fouth fouth Weft of Canea, there is a hill 
among th« mountains, on which there are fbme ruins; I conjecture that 
this hill is mount Tityrus, oh which, according to Strabo °, the city of 
Cydonia feems to have been fituated p; a plan of the ruins of it may be 
leeri in the thirty fifth plate at B: The hill on which it flood is bound* 
ed by a deep valley to the eaft, the higheft part is directly over this 
valley extending from eaft to weft, and is fo narrow, that in moft parts, 
there is only room for the wall with its turrets, which ends to the eaft 
at a precipice, and to the weft is carried down the fteep hill, fo as to 
hinder any paflage into the town on the fouth fide j in one part there is 

to the wfcft, Which feems tod much ; it was Artacina, if t ie Tables are right, tho* Pto* 
feven miles .and a half from Phala&rna, and Jemy is miftaken in the longitude ; this might 
four miles and three quarters from the weftern be either about Spelea, to the ibuth of Gojiia 
fea, as I fuppofe it muft be meant; fo that convent, or it might be on the river Platania, 
probably Rhamnus was its port: "The Polyrrhenii tho' that is rather too far from Chifamo. 
were to the weft of the Cydoniateej they had in ° Strabo x. p. 479. 
their city a temple to Di&yfma; at firft they * It may be interpreted that mount Tityrus is 
lived in villages, but when lome Achasans and a hill of the territory of Cydonia ; there was da 
Lacedsemonians came to live with them, they this hill a temple to Diftynna: For Strabo adds 
fortified a place of ftreng fituation, which was Cydonia is fituated towards the tea ten miles 
called Polyrrhenia. Strabo x. p. 479. from Aptera, and five from the lea, and indeed 

n This church being among the hills, which in a ftrait line they are not above ten miles di-
they call Madara, made me conjefture that-the ftant; but Ptolemy, who is fo exact as to place 
bifnoprick called Matrehenfis might be here, Aptera among the inland towns, which is not 
the tliocefe of which might be to the weft of fo far from the lea, places Cydonia among the 
Tephilienfis, this being mentioned as the laft maritime places of Crete to the north ; but one 
to the weft, except two, and the other the laft may rather fuppofe him to be miftaken than 
but one: and the diocefe called Cheribnenfis Strabo, whogives fo particular a defcription of this 
might be fouth of Tephilienfis, confifting of place, and of all others in the ifland. If this place 
the caftellate of Silino ; and thefe three make was not Cydonia, it would agree beft with the 
up the prefent diocefe of Chifamo. fituation of Lappa: I ramer fuppofe it to be 

Another inland town is Lappa, nine miles Cydonia, as there are no figns of antiquity about 
from Cifamos in the Tables, and according to Canea, and what remains here fhewsit to be no 
Ptolemy, nine miles more to the north than inconfiderable place. 

a room 
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a foom D, which is twelve feet broad within, and thirty feet long, 
and poflibly might ferve as a tower of defence : At the weft end of it 
there is a hole down to a ciftern, which is hollowed into the rock. The 
defcent on the north fide is formed in terraces, and there are feveral le
vel fpots on which the city feems to have been built, and I faw figns of 
the tool about the rocks: The north and eaft fides of the hill are inac-
ceffible precipices. The weft fide, on which there is the eafieft afcent, 
was defended by the caftle E, which is about a quarter of a mile in cir
cumference, and is built with fquare turrets: It is not very much to be 
wondered at that no other ruins fhould be feen here, as they would, 
without doubt, carry the ftones from this place to build the city of Ca
nea, which is but five miles diftant, whereas the quarries are ten miles 
from that city. Near this place, about four miles from Canea, there is a 
fine ruinous Venetian houfe, which belonged to the family of Viari; it 
is on the fide of a hill, and delightfully fituated both on account of the 
water and profped; a large ftream flows out of the rock in a grotto 
near this place, and is conveyed by an aqueduct on the ground to Ca
nea. A little nearer the town is the convent called the Little Trinity be
longing to mount Sinai, which is the Englifh burial place. Having vi^ 
fited airthefe places I returned to Canea. ' • v-

C H A P . IV. 

Of GORTYNIA, and fome other places towards the fouth 
part of the ifland. 

GN the feventeenth of Auguft I fet out from Canea with defign to 
make a tour round the ifland, having the conful's janizary and 
a candiote with m e ' . We went by Paliocaftro to the middle 

parts of the ifland, came into the province of Retimo, and lay the firft 
night at Armiro in a kane, where there is a caftle garifoned by janiza-

i There runs a confiderable ftream on the weft . The next place mentioned to the eaft Is 
fide of the vale of Spele ; it is called Mega Po- Phaxilafium, about fifteen miles from the pro-
tamo, which I take to be the river Mafalia of montory Hermea, which might be Ponta Pla-
Ptolemy, fifteen minutes to the eaft of Phoenix, co in Homan*s map; and to the eaft of it, I 
which correcting the longitude of Phoenix port find, he puts Fenichia ; Phaecilafium pro-
to 53- *5» w a s fiye minutes to the eaft of that bably was at the river Romelia in Homari*s 
port which on this emendation, being in the map, as Tarba might be at the river Soglia, 
feme longitude as the promontory Hermea,might being indeed placed only about four miles to 
be a port at the cape which is to die weft of the weft of it. Dewit's map has a place called 
the caftle of Sfachia, if not that very portitfelf. Tarba, but he puts it on the weft fide of the 
Strabo alfo mentions Phoenix Lampeo, a place ifland. Liffus the firft place mentioned by 
on this fea, on what he calls the ifthmus, or Ptolemy on the fouth coaft, fixteen miles from 
neck of land, twelve miles and a half broad. Tarba, and four from Criumetopon, might be 
The place at this ifthmus, on the northern fea, at the river Staurumena, much about where the 
was a village called Amphalia, which muft have caftle Selino is. Lifo is placed in the Tables in 
been at the Salines on the bay of Suda, where, fuch a fituation, probably by fome miftake, 
from mount Ida, I obferved the ifland was very that it does not agree with this place; but in 
narrow. This is the Phcenice in Actsxxvii. 12. Dewit's map the plains of Lifa are put in this 
where fome would have wintered, when the part of the ifland. 
fhip in which St. Paul was embarked loofed 
from the Fair havens. 

I lies, 
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*ies, who are under a. ^i<iar; the defign of them is to be a defence 
againft the Corfairs3 though the place is at a considerable diftance from 
the lea ; beyond the caftle there are two fprings of ill tafted lalt water. 
On the eighteenth we went to a village called Aios Conftantinos, and 
a mile further to Ruftieo $ we went on to the villages of Spele, where 
there is a considerable river, which I fuppofe to be the river Mafalia of 
Ptolemy. We continued on between the mountains in very bad ftony 
roads, and came at night to a village and rivulet called Creobrifi [The 
cold fountain] : This and lome other ftreams empty themfelves into the 
the fea at an opening between the mountains, and, I fuppofe, make tha£ 
river, which Homan diftinguilhes only by the name of Potamos; pro
bably Pfychium of Ptolemy was fituated either here or at the next ri
ver Vifari or Platis, four miles to the eaft, called by Homan Galigni j 
this place was fifteen minutes to the eaft of the river Mafalia. AbouS 
three miles beyond the river Vifari we paffed the mountains, and came 
into a fine plain : The mountain on the north is called Kedrosd, an4 * 
is the antient Kentros; but on the fouth, next to this plain, it is calle4 
mount Melabis. To the north of mount Kedrose* is the famous mount 
Ida, in the middle and broadeft part of the ifland, which is from Me
labis to the mountains of Strongyle, that make cape SafTofo of Ho* 
man, and was the old promontory Dion between Candia and Retimo* 
This plain, which is about two leagues wide, ftretches from the foutlji 
weft to the north eaft for feveral miles to the mountains of Seethe, or Sitia, 
the antient mount Dicte; and at the fouth end of it there is a large bay, 
in which there are two high rocky iflands already mentioned, whicjjL 
axe divided from one another by a verry narrow paflage, and both to-
gether extend for about two miles, and are a furlong broad; they are 
called Cabra by mariners, and by the Qreeks Paximades: The larger 
probably is Letoa of Ptolemy, which might have its name from the rive? 
Lethaeus that falls in here r. 

In the plain before mentioned, about ten miles from the fea, the fc* 
mous city of Gortynia was fituated. At the firft entering into this plain 
near the fea, on the nineteenth, we crofted over the bed of a winter 
torrent, called by the natives Climatiano, by Homan Tartara ; here we 
entered into the province of Candia, and the caftellate of Kenurio. 
Along the middle of this plain, or rather on the fouth eaft fide runs the 
river called Jeropotamo [TngonoTxpo], or the old river, as they explain 
it, according to the modern pronunciation ; it runs to the eaft of the 
antient Gortynia, which might extend to it, though the principal ruins 
are above a mile to the weft. One would imagine this to be the river, 
which Strabo fays runs all along by the city, or through i t s . We went 

r Homan places caftle Sfachia at a great di- five minutes weft of that city. It is true that a 
ftance from thefe iflands, though it is not above fxnall ftream called Metropolianos runs through 
fcven leagues to the weft of them; he likewife the village Metropoli, which is one part of (he 
places Gozo very wrong, at the diftance of two fite of Gortynia, and might alfo be called L&-
degrees of longitude to the weft, though it is thaeus, it falls into the river called Jeiopota-
but twelve leagues weft fouth weft of it. De- mos; but it is more probable, that this river 
wit's map is the beft with regard to the fitua- Lethaeus is mifplaced in Ptolemy, than that 
tioa of the iflands fouth of Candia. Strabo Ihould mention the name of £o fmaH a 

s Ptolemy places the river Lethaeus to the rivulet, and not take any notice of the great rir 
weft of feveral places, that were farther to the ver which runs through the plain, and was very 
weft than Gortynia, and the mouth of it thirty near-Gortynia, if that city did not extend tok . 
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tt> Tribachi in the middle of the plain, where I faw the extraordinary: 
ceremony of a Greek marriage: We crofted the plain near the lea, and 
came to, a very fmall bay, or creeky to the weft of the land that makes 
t|ie great bay: This creek is the did harbour Metallum, or Metalia, now 
called Matala, which was one of the ports of Gortynia, and was fixteen 
miles and4a quarter from *it: The bay is a furlong broad; there are two 
hills over i t on each fide; that to the eaft has feme ruins on it, particu
larly of a wall, which feems to have encompafled it, and there is a watch 
tower; they now call this Caftro Matala, and Caftro Hellenico [The 
Greek eity^; there are feveral large rooms cut into the rock on the 
weft fide of the quay, as if defigned for warehoufes; and at one 
corner there is a chapel partly built, and partly under the rock, which is 
called Stv Mary's of Matala ; a caloyer lives there, who belongs to a con
sent near* On the other fide the rock is cut out into fepulchral grots in 
fix or fevenftories, moft of them confift of two rooms, one within the 

lotber, and a finaller room on each fide of the inner one, in all which 
there are*iemicircular niches, which feem to have been defigned for de
l i s t i n g t h e dead, and I faw the bottoms of fome of them hollowed in 
like graves, and a ftone laid over them. In fearching after ' Lebena 
further tofthe weft, I found out a place which I thought to be of greater 
iconfequence, becaufe mentioned in holy fcripture, and alfb honoured 
by the prefence of St. Paul, that is the Fair havens, near unto the ^eity 
of Lafea ; for there is another fmall] bay about two leagues eaft of 
Matala^ which is now called by the Greeks, The Good, or Fair havens, 
f A[fi£xvss xoiXsc] ; it is about three miles to the fouth of a "large convent 
^called Panaia hgetria, but there are no ruins nor marks of any thing an-
tient there; however, they have a tradition that faint Paul failed from that 
place; and tho' there is a tradition that faint Paul was about Hierapetra, 
yet I mould imagine that this has more the appearance of truth, efpe-
cially as the Tables place Lifia, which muft be Lafea, fixteen miles from 

jGort^nia>? which probably was to the north of the Fair havens, and 
north north eaftof Matala". From Matala we travelled to the north 

• > : ' . - : -.' -:"•;. : : . - eaf t 

r ^-* . t found myfelf milled by Ptolemy to fearch thseus 54. 16; Lebena 5 4 . 1 6 ; Leon promon-
iot Lebena, the other port of Gortynia further tory 54. 2 0 ; Metalia 54. 20 ; Cataractus river 
•to the eaft j for Metalia being to the fouth 54.50, which probably is the river Luzuro in 
Jbuth eaft of Gortynia, and fixteen miles and a Homan ; but if that geographer has realbn for 
-quarter from it, and Gortynia being but eleven calling a point of land much further weft than 
miles and a quarter from the fea, and from Le- Matala cape Leonda, that feems to be the 
;bena, according to Strabo Lebena could not be point, which in Jailing by it we took to be four 
farther eaft, but muft have been where the fea or five leagues to the weft of what I found af-

• approaches neareft to Gortynia, confequently terwards to be Matala ; then Leon promontory 
fcmewhere in the bay at which the plain ends, and ought to be put after Mataf iay with the longi-
probably at the mouth of the old river; they tude which Ptolemy gives it nine minutes weft of 
Ttold me there was formerly a town about a ca- the river Cataradtus. " :" 
fftle near it, which they now call Mouriella. " I do-not Bad that Lifta- is rnerrtioned by any 

-iThe Tables alfo place Ledena twelve miles authors under this name V-butStrabo ipeaks-of 
ifrom Gortynia, which confirms Strabo's autho- Prafus as near the LebenflV and as twenty two 
=rity, who was well acquainted with Crete. I miles from Gortynia ; lb that it is very probable 

•rfeould have thought that Leon promontory, that Prafus and Lafea were "the fame city, where 
rwhich Ptoierny places in the fame longitude as there was a temple to Jupiter Dicteus; :fbr 
-Lebena, was the point at Matala, and that both Pharftus was deftroyed about this *ime,: 'Wfeich 

".-might be well corrected to 55. 20 ; and the ri- muft have been hear Lebena, five miles feJthe 
-l*er Lethaeus to 54.16. and then as to the other north weft: of Metallum, arid feven mUeŝ afed a 

places Ptolemy may be corrected in this man- half to the fouth eaft of Gortynia, the rival xtty 
ner, as to the order and the longitudes : Le- that deftroyed it* and two^ miles arid^-halffrdrn 

*--• • t h e 



O N C A N D I A. 
eafl to a fmall village Panaica Saius; here we found t-he Tarda? aga of 
that caftellate, who was very civil; but a janizary that was with him* 
alked who we were, demanded a paflport, and not having one with us* 
he threatned to detain lis, but at laft permitted us to go on, and we 
ftaid that night at a large convent near. 

On the twentieth we went to Metropoli, at the fouth end of the ruins Gortynk 
of the antient city Gortynia, which was firft built by Taurus king of 

*5* 

the lea, and does not fo well agree with the di-
ftance of Lifia in the Tables, though indeed 
Strabo fays, that the Hierapytnii had deftroyed 
Prafus. The poet Epimenides was a native of 
Phaeftus, who gave that character of the Cre
tans, which is quoted by St. Paul. The next 
place mentioned by Ptolemy, after the river Ca-
taractus, is Inatus, about ten miles more to the 
caft, which might be at the river Coudre, where 
Homan has a place called Litina. The Tables 
place Inato thirty two miles from Hiera, which 
was an inland town, and gives title to a bi-
fhop, who refides at Hierapetra, and probably 
i t was where Epifcopi is placed in the map: Ten 
miles more eaftward is Hieronoros, and about five 
miles eaft of it Hierapetra, and five further the 
promontory Erythrasum. About the point which 
I took to be this promontory a town was feen, 
which we judged to be Hierapetra, there being a 
large opening between the mountains to the 
north of i t ; this cape is five miles weft of Hie
rapetra. To the fouth eaft of that city we failed 
by the iflands Gaidurognifia, called by mariners 
Calderoni, they are two leagues from the land, 
the larger is about two miles long: Haifa fur
long eaft of it is the other, about half a mile in 
circumfeFence ; and two leagues to the eaft there 
is a point called by Homan Santi Ponta, which 
we judged to be eight leagues to the eaft of the 
laft point, which Homan calls Leonda, and 
muft be Ptolemy's promontory Erythneum, 
which he places five miles eaft of Hierapetra, 
"which is the fame as Hierapytna, and is called 
alfb by Ptolemy Hierapolis. Ptolemy mentions 
only two more places on the fouth of Crete, the 
firft is Ampelus, ten miles eaft of cape Erithrse-
um : This I take to be a little to the eaft of the 
iftand Chriftiana, where we few a port, and 
judged there was a town, or village, opening to 
the weft of a fmall point, which is what Ho
man calls cape Stomachri Giallo. We had a 
plain view of the three iflands of Chriftiana, the 
largeft is about a league in extent every way: 
To the fouth of it are two very fmall ones. The 
laft place on the fouth is the city Itanus, ten mi
nutes more to the eaft, and only ten to the weft of 
Samonium promontory, now called cape Salo-
mone. Homan, who doubtlefs muft have had 
his inftructions from fbme Venetian charts, 
ieems to have laid down thefe places very exact
ly as to their diftances, though as to the bear
ing of the ifland, he fhapes it in fuch a manner 
here that thefe places are rather to the eaft, than 
to the fouth fide of Candia ; he puts the rocks, 
or ifles Cavallus and Farioni to the weft of cape 
Xacro, and placing the river Xacro to the 
north eaft of it, he calls it the promontory of 
Itanum, and a little beyond it to the north eaft 
he puts down Palio Caftro, or the old city, 
where doubtlefs there are ruins of the antient 

city Inatus. If cape Salomone were brought out 
further eaft, as it ought to be, Homan's map 
would agree very well with Ptolemy's eaft end 
of Crete. He puts the port and cave Minoa 
eleven miles fouth, and thirty minutes weft of 
the cape, which probably was at Porto Schigma* 
and if that bay fet in a little more to the 
fouth, the latitude would agree better. He places 
Camara ten minutes more to the weft, and five 
minutes further north; I fhould have inclined 
to have fixed it to point Trachila, if there were 
not a Paliocaftro in the bay to the north weft 
of it, which bay might be five miles-more north 
than that in which Minoa is; for the ruins of an; 
antient city there, are a great argument in fa
vour of this fituation; we may fuppofe it was 
in the fouth comer of the bay, and that Olus 
was between it and Cherfonefus, which is in the 
middle of that bay, as Homan makes a penin-
fula there ; and the longitude and latitude of 
Olus, ought to be corrected thus, 55. 5. 35. 20. 
The laft place to the eaft promontory Zephyri-
num is plainly cape Sidero. Strabo fays, that from 
Minoa of the Lychi to Hierapytna, from one 
fea to the other, it was only feven miles and a 
half : This Minoa muft have been another place 
of that name, at the bottom of the gulf of Mi-
rabello. On the north part of Crete Ptolemy*s 
longitudes are fo falfe, that they are not to be 
regarded, for he makes but one degree and fif
teen minutes of longitude, from the promon
tory Zephyrinum to Rhitymna, though it is 
two thirds of the ifland, and it is computed to 
be fixty miles only from Retimo to Candia, 
though, doubtlefs, the miles are very fhort. The 
account of Ptolemy alfb feems to be imperfect:; 
for the firft place he mentions is Heraclea, which 
was the port of CnofiUs, to the eaft of which 
was Cherfonefus, the port of Lyctus ; which was 
fixteen miles from Cnoflus, and is now called 
Cherronefo; it is a bifhop's fee, where there 
are fome ruins, and here was a temple to Brito-
martis, or Dictynna. The Tables make it fix
teen miles to Licium, probably Lidtus; but if 
a place called Toxida, where there are ruinsj 
four miles to the eaft of Candia, be Lictus^ which 
is two hours from Cherronefb,it ought to be rather 
put fix miles ; Arcade is fixteen miles further^ 
from that place to Blenna thirty, and to Hiera 
twenty, and fo ends the northern rout of the 
Tables from Gortynia; there being another more 
to the fouth from Hiera to Gortynia* in which 
there are fome omiffions, Inato only being men
tioned in it. Strabo computes Lictus to be <in-
]y ten miles from the fea, and fifteen from Cno£ 
fus; it was one of the fiourifbing cities, when 
Cnoflus loft its privileges, before the time of 
Strabo; but afterwards, as he obierves* Cno£ 
fus recovered its antient dignity. 

Crete. 
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Crete, The old river Before mentioned, fifppoied to be the river Le-
thaeus, is a mile and a half to the fouth eaft towards %k£{ other fid£ î Nfe 
t i ep l a in j and it is probable that the great city of Gortjwa ex£e*yigji; 
to it. Homer mentions-it as a wa]led,city^"Mt the walk were ,£$&&% 
Wtrds deftroyed: The circumference of the old city, according to»t 
Sjrabo, feesas to have been fix miles and aquar te r jb i t t it appears,to? 
have encreafed very greatly; for Ptolemy Philopater beginning; tofeijjhL 
wjalls round it, did not compleat his defigrv and yet he built walls%thafc> 
extended eleven miles and a quarter. All oyer the fields towards theater 
ver there, are heaps of ft one ; the fbuth weft part of ftae city ieems: 
to have extended but little farther than the river MetropolJanos, whiclr 
runs on-the outfide of Metropolis it ftretched to the north cad as iar as* 
the village Aioufdeka, being about two miks in-breadjh, and comput-t 
iag. that it extended two miles to the river from the footrof the h & v 
which are north weft of i t ; this makes the circumference but eight miles p 
fothat it is very probable that the city ftretched^away towards the rjv^BJ 
at;|JhernorJ: commodious fituatioii by reafbn of the water;-it might^tK^ 
extend up 1 the fide of the hills, and to add: to its ftrersgjth,the wafc 
might be;cbuik along the top of the lower hills ; for as. I ihali? 
ojbierve, there are £bme ruins now feen upon a hill to the fouth weft 
o£~$kc rlvujgtMetropolianos. T o the north of the village Metropoli, on 
tfee eaft i ide of the rivulet, and at the foot of the hilly is the antiept 
metropolitan church of Titus, who, it is faid, was the fitlt archbifhQp"o£ 
Qrete,;fettled here by faint Paul, who in his epiftle to him, tells himy 
<fc That he left him in. Crete j thai he (hould fet in order the things that 
'frwere wanting, and ordain elders in every city". I ihldl fpeak o£ this 
building in its proper place. The principal ruins of the./eityextend for 
^feout a mile to the eaft of the church towards Aioufdeka> : The neareft 
r»in to that yillage is a building which was-doubtlefs either a theatre 
Of-amphitheatre, hut it is almoft entirely deftroyed; it vŝ as cafed with 
larg© j>ricky. the walls are four feet thick, and it was about a hundred 
afid .fifty feet in diameter in the area within. The arches on which the 
^ t s were, built are twenty two feet deep and fourteen broad ; there if 
another wall ten feet more to the weft, and there feem to have been twp 
%nare towers, as if defigned fox ftair-cafes; but I cannot -certainly Jay 
whether there were any arches on this fide ; it does not appear that thee© 
weje towers in any other parts: As the building is not large, I am in
clined to think that it was a theatre. The common,people call it 4 
caftle, and fay that all thefe buildings are the work of one whom they 
call Antipata Ovechios, who, they lay, was a king,- Further weft to -̂
wards Metropoli there are,ruins of a very grand buildings the front of 
which to, the eaft is almoft entire, and the walls of iJC are feven feet 
thick, cafed on both fides with fine brick; and in order t o hind the walls, 
there are layers of large bricks two feet fix inches long, one foot two 
inchesrbroad, and two inches thick, at the diftanee of every four feet* 
The door in the middle, which was built with hewn (tone*, feerns t o 
have been arched, but the ftones are taken away, and it meafures twenty 
five feet two inches in breadth, and the wall on each fide is forty £es£ in 
front, fo that the extent of the whole front is one hundred arid feven 
feet. On each fide of the entrance there are two pedeflak.of marbJe, 

j • which 
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w&idh feenl to hare been defigncd to place fome flatties on. Going 
from this place weft ward towards the antient cathedral church, I faW 
two fine pillars of grey granite laying on the ground, which were two 
feet in diameter ; we then came to a ftrong building, about thirty feet 
fquare. Further on is a round building on an advanced ground, which 
is ninety feet in diameter: The walls are nine feet thick, cafod on the 
o*utfide with brick ; there are apartments all round five feet bfoad, sad 
feventeen feet long, which might be for fome ufes of the temple, and withifl 
there were fhallow niches four feet ten inches wide, probably as many 
as there were apartments without; this building feems to have beerf a 
temple. Beyond this, towards the north, are ruins of another large 
building, and fouth of that remains of an ill built aqueduct, which con* 
veyed the water from the hills, and, I fuppofo, it was brought along 
die fide of them from a fpring, which is two miles to' the fouth weft, in 
the way to what they call the labyrinth. Where this aqueduct ends; 
there are remains of fome very considerable building, which probably 
was a praetorium, where they held their public affemblies ; for on thee 
Hones that lie on the ground there are feveral defaced infcriptions to the 
honour of the inagiftrates: From fome pedeftals that remain I could fee 
there had been eight columns, which probably were the remains of a por
tico round the building, the entrance feemed to have been to the fbuthv 
weft; and the pedeftals that remained on the north weft were probably5 

the portico on that fide of the building. Going on towards the church, 
I found an imperfecl: Greek infcription well cut on a marble ftone, in 
which I faw mention made of an archbifhop; near it are the foundations! 
of a building, ending like the Greek churches in a femicifde ; and very' 
near the metropolitan church there are feveral pieces of marble entabla* 
tures and columns; and on the other fide of the rivulet there are fome ruinsr 
near to the fouth weft corner of the cathedral, which may be remains of 
the archbifliop's houfe. The antient cathedral is on the north fide of 
the ftream Metropolianos that runs by the village of Metropoli, whkftf 
is at the diftance of half a mile from the church, and is doubtlefs ther 
quarter which belonged to the church in the firft ages of Chriftianity. If 
is with great reafon fuppofed that Titus refided here, and that this church: 
was afterwards dedicated to him ; it is above a hundred feet long, and 
fifty broad; the eaft part is almoft entire, and fhews that it has been! 
a noble fabric • the walls are three feet and a half thick: * I obferved hi' 
the walls one tier of the ftones laid flat, and another fet up an end al-' 
ternately, after the very antient manner of cafing with hewn ftone. On 
the eaft end within there are fome Greek letters round a fquare ftone, 
and two defaced, infcriptions on the outfide of the walls to the north £ 
there appears to have been a portico before it. The rivulet wafhes the 
foot of a hill, on which there are the foundations of many walls like 
fortifications, and the ruins of fome building on the top of the hill, 
where there is a chapel to St. John Baptift: This probably was the cita-: 

del, and here might be the temple of Diana, a place offecurity, where 
Hannibal depoftted his vafes of lead, as if they were full of money, and 
leftcarelefly in his houfe fome brafs ftatues, which he filled with his goldj| 
and thus the cunning general defended himfelf againft the avarice of the 
Cretans, who guarded the temple more againft Hannibal, than to fecure 
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thb imagmary; treafure from robbers. Going about a mile; farther fmkhs 
|b»th wcftrcwe afcended the hills; and came near the top of themy n* 
what is; called the labyrinth ; though that famous buildings fo renowned 
indhi(r.ccy^ 'was at CnofTus, and no remains of it were to be feen in the 
time of iPliny. This place is nothing more than the quarry, out of 
which the city of Gortynia was built, for though they had rocky hill* 
clofe to-the-city, yet doubtlefs the quality of this vein of free ilone, 
which is very good, and runs large, determined them to bring their ftone 
from this place, though it is a league from the town; and they might 
choofe to hollow out fuch a large grotto, rather than work this quarry ia 
the common way, that their' families might retire to it on any inva
sion, and fecure their riches, The fir ft part of this paffage is broad, 
L̂ad i t divides afterwards into feveral ways; I went to, the end of aU-©f 

fhem 'h the alleys are from ten to twenty feet wide, and about eight 
feet.high, .and the fmall ftones that are not fit for ufe, are piled up on 
fsch^cje;; irom the principal walk one enters by a narrow hole to ant 
alley* which foon leads to two or three ways, that meet at the further 
end, where I Jaw the moft curious thing in it, which is a fmall circular 

.... ..foqm,, abqut twenty feet high, terminating above like a cupola, from 
• " * * ^ | t parts of which the water is continually diftilling t In returning,, ths 

great di|Bcjalty eonfifts in taking care to avoid going back again, into 
£jne of thele ways, for which purpofe a little obfervation of the ^Jace 
js necefiajy. It is probable that there were many other; entrances into 
the quarry^, which are now ftepped up, and efpecially at the further 
fnd> where.the greateft quantity of ftone feems to have been dug; they 
md*. withput doubt^ machines for the eafy. conveying of the ftone aleng 
|rje fides of the hills down to Gortynia ; this quasry refembles thoXe near 
Taris,. and at mount Aventine in Rome, though it is father inferior t o 
jthem. ,,:Tp the fouth of this grotto there is a ronnd pointed hill,, to-> 
J^arjds the, top of which is a village called Sifout Caftelli £The Jews 
jE^tftleJ hecaufe forne Jews lived there in the time of the Venetians, or* 
3^ pthexs^i^y, were fent there by them : Oppofite to this in the tplain., is 
~i|ie village of C^ftelji, where I faw in the houfe of the defendants ©J 
Bgnoi Hiexonymos a relief of the head of a goat, with a. feftoon, hang
ing from each horn; it is indeed well done, and is mentioned by Tourne-
fort; but it is only the corner of a broken marble coffin, for I faw 
one of the fame kind at Aioufdeka, with heads in relief over the feftoons.y 
and the goat's head at the corners. 

It is {aid that Agamemnon, having been driven by a;ftorm to Crete, 
built three cities in this ille, two of which he named, from his coun
try,, and one in memory of his viclory: The names of the cities, were 

. JVlycena;, Tegea, and Pergamus* I. could learn nothing of thele places; 
but*I fee in Pewit's map caftle Pergamo to the fouth eaft of the labyrinth,, 
and to the north eaft of Matala; and about that place IfeeJPirgo i a B o -

,naan? but that may be only a general name for axiy tower* fo that it is un~ 
leertain whether Pergamus was in thefe parts. However it is {aid, that the 
IPergamcans ufed to {hew the tomb of Lycurgus, who, according to com
m o n hiftory, having obliged the Lacedemonians by oath to obferve. his laws 
rfullxis return, came to Crete, and,, as fome fay, killed himfelf, c*r moje 
... 3 probably 
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ly> did not return home, but remained there to the time of 1$S 

death. , After I hadfeen this quarry:, and all the antiquities of the place| 
Iswent out to copy fome infcriptions, but the janizary not being with 
iiie,A the Turks gathered about, and infulted me to fuch a degree, thai 
£was>obliged to give over my bufinefs till the janizary returned. -,.h 

C H A P. V. 

€>f TEMINOS, CNOSSUS, and CANDIA. 

E left Gortynia in the evening, and travelled fome miles to f i | | 
farrri houfe of a convent, and on the twenty-fecond we wenf* 
twelve miles to the large convent of faint George Panolity, "fir 

tuated in a very retired place; it is irregularly built, but in the midWf 
of it there is V beautiful fmall church with a fine front of Italian 'Utj 
clifte'&ure; they pretend to have a hand of faint George here. * 

Twelve miles to the fouth eaft of Candia we came to a village on,aTemirfos; 
nlfl called Teminos, which gives name to a caftellate, it is about eight 
miles^from Gortynia: When we went flrft to the prieii's houfe in this 
place, they faid he was not at home, which is a method they take t& 
a^oid being troubled with foldiers, and the people of the paiha;' bjjsfc 
ivheti they knew who we were, he foon appeared, and we foufld th&afr 
to be the belt fort of people we had met with in all the ifland. To;tZ£! 
eMn: 'of the village the hill rifes up in a rocky point, which is of. whi t | 
iriafble 5 this height has been fortified on the weft fide with no lefs tfi^t 
three walls one over another; on each fide of it there is a defeent t&jk 
Jilain fpot, where there has been a town, which was probably of the IBSEN* 

die ages, as there are three or four churches ftill remaining; thisfptf£ 
was walled round likewife, but all the walls both of this and the cattle 
are built of rough marble, and with little art, excepting fome part of lift 
old town wall, which is without the other wall to the north of jfj|2 
fuppofed city; this appeared to be very firmly built, and to have-iii 
it a mixture of antient brick, as alfo a fmall building near a church 
about half way up the weft fide of the hill, both which I look on a? 
marks that it was an antient town; the people fay that Minos lived qa 
this hil l ; I am inclined to think that it is Panona of Ptolemy, which 
he places twenty miles north of Gortynia, though the longitudes of both 
ought to be corrected; Homan does indeed put Panen as a village a 
league or two north of Temini. From this place we went on to Can
dia, and from that city to Cnoffus, a league to the eaft fouth eaft. ACnoffus, 
caftellate in this province of Candia is called Cnoflbu from this place; 
T h e fpot where the fmall remains of old Cnoffus are, is now called Can-
dake, doubtlefs from the trenches which the Turks made there round their 
carhp, that Being the meaning of the word in modern Greek; it is^a 
level fpot of ground of a fmall extent, encompaffed with low hills; to 
the fouth ofit there is an eminence, on the top of which is a village called 
Eriadieh: The Turks bombarded Candia from this fpot, being encamped 

on 
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oil the fite of the antient Cnoffus; it is probable this hilt 'i^j0£jjjt 
ttie antient city, and that the fortrefs was built on it, for the pteLJS 
not four miles in circumference. Strabo defcribes this place as fiveTJJa-
dia diffant from the fea$ between which and the city there is a,fiu$sg 
ground, and two little hills on it, appearing at a diftance like: B£tr 
rows ; on the eaft fide there is the bed of a winter torrent, which ra*|y 
Be the river Ceratus that ran by the city, from which, in very. anient 
tunes, it had its name: This city was twenty five miles from Gortynit* 
and is famous for having been the refidence of king Minos, where he had 
his palace : The labyrinth alfo was here, concerning which there are '£> 
many fables; but even in the time of Pliny there were no remains of it t 
This city was aRoraan colony ; Heraclea was its port; but in the time 
of Minos, Amnifo was ufed as its harbour, where there was a temple tp 
t^cina, which poflibly might be at the mouth of the river Cartero nearer 
Candia, where Homan has a place called Animos. I take the torrent 
£aft of Cnoffus to be that which is called Curnos by this geographer. Cnof
fus was alio famous for its bows and arrows, and for a dextrous ufe of that 
fdft of arms. There are fbme little remains of the walls, elpecially to the 
north, which fhew its extent that way ; and there are four or five heaps of 
turns about the little plain, but there is only one which can give an idea of 
lyliat itwas, and it would even be difficult to determine for what ufe this 
#as intended • it is an oblong fquare fabric of rough ftone,, but feems,to 
Save been cafed either with hewn ftone or brick; to the north there are 
fifteen arches, which are fix feet wide; there are the fame number of 
Arches on the fouth fide, which are about eighteen feet _,d€ep, like, the 
arches on which the (eats of theatres are built j the {pace within the build
ing is about forty five feet wide. About a quarter of a mile to the weft of 
<he town there is a building near the road, which is ten feet fquare with.-
fn'; the walls are fix feet thick, and cafed with brick infide and out; i t 
feems to have been fbme antient fepulchre; the people lay it is the tomf> 
ofCaiaphas, and the moft modeft account they give of it is, that he 
fanded at this place, where he died and was buried, that his body being 
found above ground, they buried it again, which happened feven times* 
jmd at laft they built this- ftrong fabric over it, which, they lay, pre
sented its rifing again, to which they add jnany other circumftances 
ccjually ridiculousw I mention this only to fhew that the people of 
Crete have now as great a genius for inventing and fpreading fables, as 
they had in the times of Paganifm.. It is faid that feveral thoufand Ve
netians fallying out to attack the Turks on the hill of Enadieh, were 
tepulfed with a great {laughter in the valley to the weft of it, a pannic 
having feized them on the accidental blowing up of fome gunpowder. 

About four leagues to the fouth eaft of CnofTus is mount Joukta, 
which is the name of Jupiter in the modern Greek ; they call him 
the god of the Greeks, and fay, that the antients called him Dia. 
They relate that there was a temple dedicated to him on this h $ , 
Which was much reforted to by the heathens, and it has been faid 
that JupiterTs tomb was there; they have now no tradition that his fe
pulchre was at Cnoffus, as was affirmed in the laft century; but, 
they fay, that he was buried in a grot on mount Ida, and that 
there comes out of it fuch a wind that no one can enter i t ; but 

among 
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Aiaong people of fuch genius for invention, there have not of late«eai§ "~ 

n # a r i t i h ^ t h o l e who would fix all particulars of antient hiftory.to 
certain places. _ _ .. . . w 

*'M"ahy have thought that Heraclea, which was jhe port of Cnoffas,HeracieL 
#ii*fltuated where the town of Candia now ftandsj and I faw.rnany fc 
ptilchfal grots "on the eaft fide of a mountain torrent* whicjijs to.thc 
e^ftjof Candia, called in Homan's map Cazaban. The fituatiqns givei| 
by Ptcjlemy in this part rather caufe confufion than help to the dijTcover̂ ; 
of places ; "others have thought Candia to be Cytsum of Ptolemy > dlpT 
ddabtlefs the former is more probable. •.,• 
" The town of Candia is fituated in a plain country on the eaft fide p£ ̂ Candia. 

large~ bay, having t o the weft of it a broad chain of hills, which are callfS 
Strohgyle, arid make a point out into the fea, which is the Capo SafToio 
of Roman,' and muft be the promontory antiently called Dipnu .Thf | f 
mountains, together with the eaftern parts of mount Ida, and- the Jug||£§ 
hills towards the plain of Mefiares, in which Gortynia ftands, makeJl 
fort of a femicircle, which opens to the north: This country confift* 
moftly of fmall fruitful hills, which produce great quantities of excejr| 
lent wines, but it is a level country on the bay. Oppofite to Candia J§ 
the ilhinhabited ifle of Dia, which is faid to have its name from JupSt^CJ 
it is called Standia by Europeans; there are three good ports to ^^ 
fouth of it, where the fhips of the Maltefe, as well as othersj u f u a ^ 
Anchored during the fiege of Candia. The city of Candia, before i t wjf 
fortified by the Venetians, was but a fmall town, encompafiing its po|C 
and extended, as it is faid, by Tramata gate from the north, to Sabia-: 
rieragate on the eaft. The prefent city, which is of a femicircular Jtr 
gnre, and very ftrongly fortified, may be about four miles in circumf^i 
fencej though they affirm that it is twice as much. The city was t a k e n ^ 
the Turks in one thoufand fix hundred fixty-nine, after a fiege an^l 
blockade of twenty three years; the Venetians having loft thirty thoufajQJl 
mefi in the fiege, and the Turks feventy thoufand". In the year one. thp\i^ 
&od fix hundred fixty-feven, twenty thoufand Turks and three thoufat|i<f 
Venetians were killed; five hundred mines were blown u p ; there werf 
eighteen combats in the under ground works; the befieged made feven -̂
teen fallies; and the city was aflaulted two and thirty times; fo that 15. 
is defervedly reckoned one of the moft famous fieges recorded in hiftqty. 
There are in Candia fix thoufand men belonging to the fix bodies of the 
Turkim fbldiery, but thole include all the Turks who are fit to bear arms; 
for they all belong to fome military body: They have about fourteen, 
mofques, fix or feven of which were churches. There are fome families 
of Armenians, who have a church ; the Greeks likewife have a churcE 
belonging to the convent of mount Sinai, and another at the houfe of the 
metropolitan. The capuchins have a fmall convent and chapel for t^e 
coriful and French merchants, and the Jews a fynagogue: The ck|r 
is well built, though fome parts of it near the ramparts lie wafte; tEe 
ibeets are broad and handlbme, and the fhops built after the Venetigii 
manner. A'wall K Handing of the antient palace of the governors, ajoci 
in- the piazza there is a fine fountain of the work of Vincenzo; tfig 
lower bafin is adorned with excellent bafs reliefs; the upper bafin j i 
ftpported by Your lions, and had in the middle a fine ftatue by ^ ^ 
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^ ^ J ^ d j . which the Turks deftroyed. The entrance of the; $0$,*% 
I ^ ^ W ^ d ^ f f i c u l t , haying.only .nine feet water, and there is bJat;^f^ 
teen within, but there is a good road without the harm ; there arc- i e ^ 
^ a i v f i n e arfenais about it which are arched over, in order to- build ,or 
}& #I*:&*pspr galeotes, though many of them have been deftroyed:-; 
t$|e: p§rt is njtadie by two points of rocks that run out into the fea on the 
tj&ft* well, and part of the north fide, on which walls have been -built* 
#*d t^e port is okfepded by a ftrong caftle. I had defigned to have 
g©#^ further to the eaft, at leait as far as Cerronefb, but they advifed 
me againft it, as the people in thofe parts are very fufpicious of all 
,%urppeaas, ©n account of their being fo frequently difturbed by the 
Qorfairs, 

C H A P. VI. 
Of mount I D A , and R E T I M O . 

E fet out from Candia on the twenty-fourth3, and travelling to 
the weft, went over the mount Strongyle, and laid in a kane at 
a village called Damartal. On the twenty-fifth we came into 

a pleafent country full of fmall hills covered with oak, olives, and the 
plane-tree, having vines twining round them. We travelled twelve 
miles to a kane and fountain called Papatebriiy, and going two miles 
further we faw the high hill of Val Monaftere to the right, and at the 
end of fix miles came to the village of Perameh, on a river of the fame 

- ? Continuing along the coaft from Candia, to 
the weft of the city there is a river called Jefir -, 
Ptolemy {Hits Panormus after Heraclium, but I 
have reafon to believe that it was weft of Dion 
promontory, fo making that amendment, and 
correcting the longitudes without altering the 
order of the piaeesi the firft place is Cyceum, 
the latitude of" which and of Heraclea ought to 
be rather 35: 10. as being more fbuth than 
the Cape: This town might be in a little bay 
to the weft of the great bay of Candia, where 
fioman places Paliocaftro. What he calls cape 
Safibfo, and De Lifle, as well as the inhabitants, 
the cape of the Crofs, is the old Dion promon
tory. Here the road is over high mountains 
called Strongyle. On the eaft fide is the high 
mountain of the Crofs, where there was a 
church of that name; and to the weft the 
mountains are called Val Monaftere, from a 
ftnall convent. As Ptolemy is very faulty in the 
north part of Candia, till he comes toRhitymna, 
I have on the obfervations I could make cor
rected him thus : Heraclium 54: 30. 35 : 10. 
Cytsurn 54: 20. 35 : 10. Dion Promont. 
5 4 : JO. 3 5 : 15. Panormus 53:45 . 3 5 : 10. 
Pantomatriu.m 53 : 35. 3 5 : 6. Rhitymna 
53: 30, 35. The firft place which I put weft of 
the cape is Panormus, becaufe near the caftle 
of Milbpotamo (which gives name to a ca-
ftellate here) Homan places Panormo, and 
calls a mountain by that name. This place I 
take tqhave been on a ftnall bay, which is called 

5 

Aftomia. To the Ibuth of this place about 
eight miles, there is a large" pleafarit village 
called Magarites, which feems to have given 
title to the bifhoprick called Margaricenfis : 
South of this village about a mile, and eaft of 
the deep valley that extends towards the fea, I 
faw an old tower at a diftance, and enquiring 
about it, they told me, it was a work of the 
antient Greeks, and they call it now Teleuterria, 
fo that without doubt the antient Eleutherze or 
Eleuterna was fituated here, and Subrita muft 
have been fomewhere under the mountains to
wards Retimo. To return to the fea; Four 
miles further to the weft was Pantoxnatrium ; 
this feems to be a place about a mile north of 
the convent of Arfani, on the river Stavro-
mene, which runs near the convent of Arcadi ;, 
the place is now called Airio [Ay§jo] and they 
have a tradition that there was a city here, and 
that it was a bifhoprick; they fay the old name 
was Agria, and that the bifhop's title, was 
'O 'Ay^a, and probably it is the bifhoprick 
called Arienfis, or another called Agiertfis, 
both of them mentioned after the fee of Milo-
potamo. A little eaft of it is a village called 
Epiicope, where they fuppofe the cathedral 
church was. At Arion are fome heaps, of ftoaefe 
about the fields, enough to fhew that there have 
been fome buildings there; and oh the weft 
there is a fmall church, built to the cKfif of a' 
rock, and is called Panaiea Chryfopay [The 
Madonna of the Golden Spring]. 

name: 
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nam<ei Gppofite to this place there is a port called Aftofnia, where tjie 
Maitefe came affiore this year, and carried away above twenty Turi& 
from a village called Delabolou, which is near a league from the fea^ 
it is laid that this defcent was occafioned by a fervant of the aga of thi. 
village, who having been ill ufed by his mafter, went to the Maltefe aj: 
Gozo, fhewed them the way, and, it is laid, had the revenge to affift ia 
binding his mafter. We went three miles out of the high road in a 
pleafant valley on the fouth to a village called Magarites, which was 
given to theCirperlis, with many other villages about Candia, when theft* 
anceftor took that city : We were here directed to an untenanted houfev 
where two priefts of the convent of Arcadi came to us, and afterwards 
the fteward of the paiha Cuperli, who brought me a prefent of a nofe-
gay and a water melon; and when I went away he met me at his door^ 
and ferved us with wine, melon and wallnuts, and fired a gun at our 
departure, which were all marks of his civility, for which I made him, 
a proper acknowledgment. They have here a manufacture of a fine red 
earthen ware, fomething like that of the antients. About a mile fur
ther we pa!Ted by a church of faint Antonio in a grotto. Travelling frill 
in a pleafant narrow vale, I faw a tower at a diftance called Teleuteiaiff 
which I conjectured to be fome remains of the old Eleuterna \ Jqpr 
miles further we palled by the ruined convent of faint Antony, belong* 
ing to the monaftery of Arcadi: Soon after we came to a final! plain be--
tween the hills about four miles in circumference^ in the middle §£ 
which is the large convent of Arcadi, which was erecled in the time o£ 
the Venetian government. It is a handfbme building, round a larg« 
cour t ; they have a good refectory, and a very fine church in the middle 
of the court, with a beautiful front of Venetian architecture; the con
vent has a large income, above a hundred caloyers, and about twenty 
priefts : I was received here very civilly by the abbot, and conducted td 
the apartments allotted for ftrangers; and the abbot always came and 
took his repafts with me. On the twenty-fixth I fet out in the afternoon; 
with three caloyers to go to mount Ida, which is about fix miles to the 
eaft of the convent; the road is very bad between the hills, which are 
covered with ever-green oak: We came to a farm-houfe belonging to the 
convent, where they killed a fheep for us ; we went on further to a 
grotto, where we made a great fire and lay all night. On the twenty-
feventh we went near three hours to the foot of the high mountain. 

Mount Ida is now called by the natives Upfilorites; it is probable Mount Usu 
that Jupiter pafled great part of his youth amongft thefe mountains in 
the manly exercifes of hunting and drawing the bow, as he is faid to 
have been educated here. This mountain extends to the north weft almoft 
toRetimo, being bounded to the fbuth weft by that valley which is to the 
north eaft of mount Kedrose*, on the fide of which I faw at a diftance the 
convent of Afomatos, and to the north eaft by thofe narrow valleys which 
divide it from mount Strongyle, and fo extended to the fouth eaft, to 
the plain in which Gortynia ftood; but what is properly mount Ida, is 
one very high mountain in the middle, or rather towards the fouth 
fide of them; it is of a grey marble, and the furface being of loofe 
ftones,. makes i t very difficult to afcend : There is no Verdure on k, 
except a few {mail fhrubs or< herbs ; I was two hoars and three quarters 

afcending 
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amending to the higheft fummit, for it has another to the weft fome* 
what lower. I conjectured that this mountain is not fo high as mount 
Libanon, or the Alps. In fome hollows, efpecially in two which I faw, 
there is fnow all the year round, which is carried in fummer to Retimo 
for the ufe of the pafha. On the top of the mountain there is a low 
church built only of loofe ftones, dedicated to the Holy crofs. It 
commands a glorious view of almoft the whole ifland ; and in a clear 
day, it is faid they can fee many of the ifles of the Archipelago ,• I 
faw from it the fmali iflands that are north of Settia. A little way up 
the north fide of the hill I went into a fmall rough grotto, which is the 
only one that T could hear of about this place. As barren a fpot as this 
mountain is, I faw a flock of fheep on the higheft fummit of it, and I 
took particular notice of the fhepherds laying the fnow on ftones ex-
pofed to the fun, and receiving the water in their bottles as it melted, 
and they drink it without finding any ill effects from it. I returned to 
the convent; and on the twenty-eighth travelling northward, pafTed 
through the villages of Amnato, and went to the mouth of the river 
Stavromene, on both fides of which there are ruins, and the place is 
called Airio. We went a mile fouthwards to the rich convent of Ariani, 
which is fubjedT, only to the patriarch of Conftantinople; it is pleafantly 
fituated, and the eftate that belongs to it produces fome of the beft wines 
and oil in all Candia. The abbot preffed me to dine with them, and 
made a very grand entertainment,- and on drinking certain healths, they 
chanted fome Greek verfes; this convent lying in the road is at a great 
expence in entertaining ftrangers; and the Turks are not content with 
that, but take away with them whatever they want on the road. We 
went eight miles to Retimo, palling over the river Platania, and through 
a beautiful village called Chamaleore. At Retimo I was received in the 
houfe of the Englifh vice conful. 

Retimo is fituated on the bay antiently called Amphimale; it is on 
a peninfula that runs northward into the fea, at the north end of which 
there is a high rock, ftrongly fortified; to the fouth of it there is a le
vel fpot of ground, on which the town is built, defended by a wall 
built acrofs the neck of the peninfula, which on the weft fide extends to 
•the hill on which the caftle is built: Though the city is almoft encom-
pafled by the fea, yet they find plenty of good fredi water wherever 
they dig, and a fine ftream is brought to the town from a fpring that 
is near, which runs like a river from a handfome conduit made by the 
Venetians ; and though it is a rocky foil, and there is no morafs near 
it, yet, I know not for what reafon, it is accounted an unhealthy air ; 
the fituation is delightful; and on the eaft fide, facing the fea, there 
are fome very fine houfes of the Venetian architecture, with gardens be
hind them extending to the fea fide. There is a Doric door to one of 
the houfes, which may vye with any piece of modern architecture; 
there is alfo a fine tower, where there feemed to have been an entrance 
to the port, on which there was a clock in the time of the Venetians; 
the port is a fmall bafon to the eaft, into which large boats only can 
enter; but thefhips anchor abroad in a good road. There are here 
fome French factors for the merchants of Canea and Candia, in order 
to export o i l ; but there are no priefts of the Latin church in the city. 

They 
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*t*hê  Compute that there are about ten thoufand fouls in the town, thfe|i 
thoufand of which are Turks who bear arms ; there are about five hun
dred Greek families, who have a church and a bifhop refiding here,: 
There*are fix or feven families of Jews, but they have no public fynar 
gogue. They have an old proverb which mentions the people of Re
timo as given to letters, but probably it may have no other foundation 
than that this town has produced a great number of priefts and monks* 
The grand vizier Ibrahim Pafha, who enjoyed that office at the begin-
ing of the prefent grand fignor's reign, was in exile in this place j I was 
told that he was firft of all caia, or minifter to the black eunuch, who 
advanced him to this office, and when he was in it, he was £o fenfiWe 
of the exorbitant power of that favourite, that he had laid a fchemeito 
fend him off in a galley, which he had prepared for that purpofe; b**t 
his defign being difcovered, he was himfelf fent away in that very gj&r 
ley to be a pafha in Negropont; it feems the vizier had obtained a pror 
mife from the grand fignor not to touch his title or eftate^ fo he was <***•• 
dered to the honourable pafhalic of RonieBa, on purpofe to put himiJO 
great expences, and about fix years ago was fent to this place, where 
he fives in a very honourable retirement: The pafha fbmetimes goes to 
his levy, but the ftation of the vizier exempts him from returning the 
compliments even of the governor of the province. 

When I was at Retimo I heard of a German flave, a native of Sile-
fia, who was taken in the wars with the emperor, and I agreed for him 
with the Turk his mafter for two hundred dollars; every thing being 
concluded, the property of him was transferred to me by kiiling the feet 
of his old proprietor, and then of his new mafter. I propofed to give h i d 
his choice either to remain with me as a fervant, or to be given up to 
the priefts at Conftantinople who redeem captives, on their returning me 
the money. The love of his native country made him choofe the latter, 
and I delivered him up into their hands about a year afterwards. 

C H A P . VII. 

Of the places between RETIMO and CANEA, 

WE left Retimo on the twenty-ninth, and continuing on weft-
ward along the mountains in a very ftony road, we came to 
the river Petrea, over which there is a very extraordinary bridge 

lately built, confifting of one arch, which cannot be lefs than fifty feet 
wide, and, as I conje&ured, was fixty or feventy feet high. A little 
beyond this we left the province and caftellate of Retimo, and came 
into the province of Canea, and the caftellate of Apokorano, which has 
to the fouth the independant caftellate of Sfachia before mentioned. 
Soon after the entrance into this province we came to another village 
called ArmirO, where there is a garrifbned caftle, and a kane. A little 
to the eaft of it, a very plentiful fait fpring flows out from the bank in a 
large ftream; we lay in a kane in this place. About a league to the 
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foutri eaft> under the hills which are called Corunna, there is a fmall 
lake and village of the fame name. On the thirtieth we proceeded or* 
our journey, and paffing over thofe hills which make cape Trapani, the 
old promontory Drepanum, we came to the pleafant narrow vale of 
Apokorano, through which there runs a ftream that is divided into two 
parts by a hill called Scordiani, and empty themfelves into the fe$ 
near a village called Caiives r To the weft is the end of thofe hills called 
Melecfa, which make the fouth eaft fide of the bay ofSuda; they are a 
Continuation of the mountains of Omaloi or Sfachia; and towards the 
north eaft of them, where they are higheft, there are ruins of fame an-
tient city, which, I fuppofe to be Minoa, and according to Ptolemy it 
was the neareft place to the promontory of Drepanum on the weft fide -7i 

|h"efe ruins are called Paliocaftro. At the north end, which is the 
h^gheft, there, fee-ms to have been a caftle, and fome walls of rufticated 
ftone remam, which are nine feet thick. As the fituation is high, and 
they have Bb-waterj; the whole town had cifterns under it, of which \ 
{aw ^greaj n\ffi0ei-, the circumference of the place on the top of the 
M l might be about two miles. The chief ruins are about the middle 
ofjty \ghere the te i sa houfe, a church, and lands belonging to the con
vert of St. Joha of Patmos; under an area, which is near this houfe* 
there is an arched eiftern, which feems to have been lined with brick ^ 
teethe north of thefe are remains of a church; and to the weft of the 
houfe tiere axe. large cifterns? cafed with fine brick; to the, north of 
tjus.there i% a large arched building $ and to the eaft of the houfe a> 
imallex about -twenty-five feet fquare, with fome niches, which feemto. 
have been def ined for ftajtues; it appears as a rough building, though, 
prpbably it h%s been cafed* Towards the foot of the caftle are fome; 
pieces of fitted pilars two feet fix inches in diameter, which might be 
th? remains-of ari aritient temple. » 

From Palioeaftro, I proceeded on weftward on the fide of the hills, 
over the fouth eaft fide of the bay of Suda ; this bay is near a league 
broad, arid well {heltered by the land, which runs out in a point from 
the fouth weft to the north eaft; it is a very good harbour, where all* 
the large fhips lay which cannot enter the port of Canea. Towards the 
opening of this bay, on the weft fide near to cape Melecca, there is an 
ifland called Suda, which is near a mile in circumference, having a 
fmall rock a t each end of i t ; this, place was ftrongly. fortified by. the Ve
netians, and not taken by the Turks till after they had conquered the 
Mprea; about which time Spinalonga was likewife taken, which is a 
fortified place near Mirabello towards the eaft part of the ifland. The 
people of Suda by their capitulations were permitted to go away, and 
many went aboard the Venetian fhips; but fome choofing to ftay and' 
fettle on the ifland, being either Greeks, or allied with them, on fome. 
difguft the paftia got an order from Conftantinople that all who were 
taken,there fhould be fold, which accordingly was executed, and thofe 
who had not money or friends to pay their ranfom, were made Haves ; 
many of them who were redeemed, at this time live on the ifland under 
French.protection: There are only about a thoufand Turks in the ifland 
who bear arms. The eaft part of this bay is made by cape Drepanum, 
now called Trapani, and the weft by cape Melecca, the old promontory of 
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Ciamum, which is about a league broad; the country is called Aero-
tery, and the high mountains that crofs it towards the north end, from 
the fouth eaft to the north weft, are called Sclouca. Afcending tip the 
high land of this cape, I paffed by two ruined convents of St. Matthew 
and St. Elias, and on the height came to the Greek nunnery of St. Johri 
Baptift j it is built like an hofpital, round an oblong fquare court, con
fiding only of one ftory, and a church in the middle of the area; there) 
are about forty profefled nuns in it, and fixty that have not takers the; 
vow; they are governed by an abbefs, and are dependant on the con
vent of St. John the hermit, the priefts of which officiate in this church; 
but this nunnery is like the Lutheran nunneries in Germany, or rathe* 
like the large nunnery, which I afterwards faw in Seio, where they 
have their feparate houfes, and live on what they have> or can eani 
by their labour. This nunnery is open for all perfons to go in, and7 

confifts moftly of widows and old women, who have no allowance^ but: 
live by their labour and charity, or by what tfee^^relatiom fefld^ 
t h e m , j . ' • : - 1 vi 

T a the eaft of the cape, oppofite to the fort of Suda^ there is a village^ 
called Sternes, from the great number of cifterns there; this being the ori^f 
way by which they are fupplied with water. This village is remark
able for nothing but eight or ten chapels in i t : Thefe and the great 
numbers which one fees all over the ifland, feem ta have belonged to> 
houfes; it being probably the devotion of the middle ages, when this 
ifland was recovered into the hands of the Chriftianis, to build c h a p e l 
near their houfes. r 

On the fbuth fidd of the mountains called Sclouca is the beautiful ust* 
finifhed convent of the Holy Trinity, built round a large eour^ wrtfr 
a grand entrance, and a magnificent church in the middle. Going «p 
the hills of Sclouca, we came to the convent of St. John the hermit; it 
is built like a caftle, with a fquare turret at each corner: They had be
gun a very ornamental front to the church in the middle of the court* 
adorned with fculpture, but in a very bad tafte. The bifhqp of CaneaL 
is abbot of this convent: Going from it to the north eaft about half a 
mile there is a large round grot, in which there are fbme high pillars 
made by the diftillation of die water, and a figure which refembles a/ 
fitting bear, from which it is called the Gave of the bear; at the en
trance of it there is a chapel of the virgin Mary : From this grot one goes 
down the hills towards the deep bed of a winter torrent, there being, 
high mountains almoft perpendicular on each fide. There is a defcent 
to the lower part of the hill by one hundred and forty fteps to a place 
called Gatholico, which was probably a chief convent over feveral others j , 
for they generally give that name to the head, or mother convents 
and churches. A bridge fifty feet high is built over the channel of this 
torrent; on the other fide there are two hermitages one over the other; 
and on the fbuth fide is the church called Catholico in a grot, with a 
handfome front built to it, and near it there are two or three houfes 
left unfinifhed, by reafon of the Turkifh invafioii; it is a very proper 
place for retirement and folitude, there being no other profpect from it, 
but that, of the fea and the recks: There is likewife at this place a cu

rious 
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tious grotto, which extends for near a quarter of a mile * therfc are; 
many petrifications in it, made by the dropping of the water, and at 
the end of it there is a table cut out in the rock, which has received a 
coat from the dropping of the water like rock work, and has a very 
beautiful effect ; this grotto exceeds all that I ever faw in the beauty 
and flendernefs of the pillars, one of which is near twenty feet high, 
and they are tranfparent: As I had feen ftones of this kind hewn 
out of a grot at mount Libanon, which were ufed as white marble, and 
appeared to be alabafter ; this made me imagine that when thefe forts 
of petrifications are hard enough to receive a polifh, they then become 
the oriental tranfparent alabafter, which is fo much valued; and there 
are two curious columns of it at the high altar of St. Mark in Venice. 
After I left the place I was told that there is another gFotto lower, 
which extends much further than this. 

We went two miles to the weft among the mountains, and faw a 
ruined village called St. George, and a church in a grotto, under which 
there is another grotto, where I was informed there were petrifyed bones 
of a larger fize than ordinary, and I actually found fome bones in the 
fofter part of the rock, but not petrified; however the earth about them 
was almoft cemented into a ftone by the dropping of the water. This 
feems to be owing to their having depofited their bodies in the hollow: 

parts of the rock over one another, and being covered with earth from 
time to time, and the holes filled up, the humidity of the place has ce
mented all together ; for I obferved in this grotto fome petrifications like 
thofe in the others. From this point of land I had a fight of tterigotto 
and Cerigo the antient Cythera, of cape Mallo, of the Morea, and the 
ifland of Milo: Having feen every thing that was curious, I returned to 
Canea. 

C H A P. VIII. 

Of the natural hiftory, people, cuftoms, and the military 
and ecclefiaflical fete of CANDIA. 

TH E ifland of Candia is for the mod part hilly and mountainous, 
refembling Wales, or the territory of Genoua; the mountains 
are moftly either of free ftone, or of marble, which is either grey 

or white ; the hills are neareft to the fouth fide of the ifland, and con-
iequently the northern parts of it are the moft plea&nt, and beft inha
bited : it abounds much in fprings and fountains, which they find even 
clofe by the fea fide, if they dig wells down but a few feet deep; moft 
of the rivers are dry in fummer, but in winter many of them are very dan
gerous torrents. I do riot find that they have any frefli water fifli except 
eels. The moft remarkable fea fifh here are the fcarus, and the red 
(helled oyfter (haped like a fcollop. The ifland does not produce any 
minerals, and very few natural curiofitiesof any fort, except in tjie ve

getable 
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getable kind. There are a great Variety of trees in it, both of the Asia
tic and European growth b. 

As to wild beafts, I could not be informed that they have any otherBeafts* 
except the goat and the hare; they have the red large partridge, which 
they call coturno, and a particular bird of the fize of a black bird, and 
of a blewifh grey, which, when kept in a cage, fings finely, and is called 
petro cockifo, or the bird of the rocks, which it frequents, and by the* 
Englifh the fblitary fparrow; they have alio another bird called pota-
mida, becaufe it is moftlyabout the rivers, and fings very finely. It is 
reported that there are no venomous animals in this ifland; they fay, 
they have two forts of fnakes, one called ophis, which is fpotted black 
and white, much of the colour of the adder; the other is the ochedra, 
which is fmaller, and, as fbme pretend, is the fort of viper which fa
ttened to faint Paul's hand in Malta, and, as they fay, was afterwards 
harmlefs; they have an animal like a lizard called Jakonie*, which the 
people apprehend to be exceedingly ven^nious init^JMt^^arid fome fay 
by a fting in its tail; but having fome of them caught, I faw they were 
the very fame as the firlco or ftinc marin of iEgypt, which are harmlefs 
there, and are fent dried to Europe from iEgypt, without difmembring 
them, and go into the cbmpofition of the Theriaca ; they have alfo the 
lizard, and a fort of fpider called Phalangium, which is very venomous, 
efpecially in hot weather, and it is faid that mufic and dancing helps to
wards the cure, as in the bite of the Tarantula. They have a ftrong rough 
middle fized breed of horfes, ufed moftly in the towns; in the country 
they have generally mules and afles; the former are ufed by the Chriftian 
ladies, who ride after the Englilh manner $ but the Turkifh females, who 
veil their faces, ride like the men. The roads being very ftony, and in 
many places narrow, there are no wheel carriages in the ifland. 

They do not compute above three hundred thoufand fouls in the Inhabitants, 
whole ifland, and reckon the number of Chriflians to be more than 
double the number of Turks: The inhabitants confift partly of the 
antient people of the ifland, who may be fuppofed to be very few, and 
partly of the defcendants of the twelve noble Cretan families already 
mentioned, partly of Saracens, who conquered the ifland, of whom it is 
probable there are not many ; and fome Venetians fettled here during 
their government, who are now all of the Greek church, except fome 
few of Suda and Spina Longa, who remained on the ifland when thofe 
places were taken, and have come under French protection; or laftly^ 
they are Turkifh Mahometans brought from Conflantinople, and otfier 
parts to this ifland, either as foldiery, or as colonies to forfeited lands. 

* Its trees are the cyprefs, pine, ever-green, elder and fern, which I had not feen before in. 
oak, willow, caroub or locuft-tree,, arbutus or all the eaft, befides many others; and t few" 
ftrawberry-tree, the oak, palm, fig, olive, al- tuberofes grow wild on the fandy fhoar; but 
mond, wild pear, platanus, the bay, which they they are more particularly famous for four 
call Daphne, the myrde, wallnut, and cheffnut, mountain herbs, which excel thofe of other 
afphetamos refembling maple and jeprino, parts, and are lent to fevefal parts of Europe^ 
which is a fort of philirea •, they have fo the phyficians always prefcribing thofe of Crete* 
many different kinds of grapes, that I have as Di&amnum Creticum, Epitimum Creticum* 
heard them reckon no lefs than feventy-two Daucus Creticus^ and Origanum Creticum, and 
forts; they have alfo a very great variety of one meadow herb called Scordium Creticum t 
curious fhrubs, among them the bramble, this ifland is alfo'famous for ranunculus roots 
which are not feen in other eaftern parts *, they which grow wild, fell very dear, and are fen! K> 
have many rare herbs, as curfed tea fagej Roman Conftantinoplej and odier parts, 
fage, and wormwood, favory, liquorice, dwarf 
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Character. ffo people of the ifland do by no means want parts, however defe&ive 

they may be in the improvement of them; for they are (harp and fagacious, 
which they difcover in their countenances; the young people are very 
fair and handfome, and have fine eyes ; it is faid the Turkifh women, 
who veil, are more beautiful than the Chriftians: They anfwer their 
antient character as to invention, and taking pleafure in fpreading falfe-
hoods, and they feem alfo to be credulous, and fond of believing ftrange 
things; they are civil and hofpitable to one another and to the Franks^ 
but with great reafon avoid opportunities of being burthened by the 
Turks, who command every thing as a debt due to them, and make 
ufe of their monafteries, and the houfes of their parifh priefts as inns: 
Thefe are indeed the places for entertainment of ftrangers, but Chri
ftians who have any honour always beftow fome gratuity, that, at leaft, 
they may not be fufferers by their civility. The drefs of the men here 
is the fame as that of Cyprus ; thofe of a middling condition and chil
dren wear only a finall red cap, without any fafh round i t ; the boors 
wear a black cap clofe to their heads, with a black filk toflel hanging 
down at each ear, and in fummer are always clothed in white, which is 
a general cuftom among all the people in the Turkifh empire for all the 
habits, except the outer garment, imagining that white is a cool drefs. 
The country people wear about their necks a long towel, with which 
they cover their heads when they are in the fun. The children here 
plait their hair round from their foreheads, and bring it down fo as to 
hang in a plait behind, and the females have often two or three fuch 
plaits, which are very becoming. The Greek women do not cover their 
faces, but wear a muflin veil upon their heads, and bind up the hair in 
ribbands, and roll it round their heads, fb as to make it a high drefs; 
they tye their petticoats and aprons near as high as their armpits; and 
when in high drefs, they wear a fort of fhort ftays, adorned before with 
gold lace. The women never fit down to eat with men that are not of 
the houfe, and though they are not fo ftricl: as the Turks, yet they rarely 
come into the room where any ftrangers are. 

Conftitutioo All people here have fuch a property in their lands, that only the 
©f the coun- | e v e n t } 1 0 f ^ p roduce belongs to the grand fignor, and when they 

die, the lands, according to the law, are equally divided between the 
children; which has reduced all the Chriftian families to poverty; nor 
can the father leave the lands in any other manner. All along the 
north coaft of Candia fmall Watch towers are built to obferve the coaft, 
particularly by night, and to give the alarm by making fires, in cafe of 
any defcent. The Chriftians are obliged to keep this watch; and to 
fhew they are on the guard, every tower is obliged to have a fire as foon 
ias it is dark, and at break of day. The pafhas have often taken money 
to excufe the attendance of the watch, and in three or four months after 
fent an order to keep it again, and then they come to a new agreement to 
be excufed ,• but there having been fome defcents made of late by the Mal-
tefe, the guard is ftri&ly kept, and a company of foldiers go out every 
night from the garrifoned towns to watch the coaft. The caia, or prime 
minifterof the pafha, gives an account of all duties to be levied, to theChri-
.ftian fecretary of the pafha, who fends it to the caftel caia, or high con-
ftable, and he goes round to the capitaneo of each village, who levies the 

4 fum 
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fum laid on the village from every houfe. The harach, of poll tax on t»£ 
male Chriftians above fixteen years old is five dollars and ten medins; & 
head, which is about thirteen (hillings fterling, and is collected by a Tur-* 
kifh officer fent to every caftellate, who goes round and receives it. There 
are twenty five thoufand Chriftians who pay harach, not including thpfe 
who are in the three great cities. 

There are in the garrifoned towns {even military bodies: Firft the janiza- Military 
ries, of which there are in each a certain number of different companies, orraen' 
chambers called odas: But befides thefe there are a greater number of ja
nizaries called jamalukes, who belong to chambers which are in other 
parts of the empire, and are fettled here as merchants or tradefmen, and 
yet receive their pay as janizaries ,• and if any one of the companies are 
ordered away, thofe only go who pleafe, and they make up their number 
as they can, and then the perfons who refufe to go-belong no more to that 
company, but they frequently go to Conftantinople to be put into another 
company,and return toCandia,witha patent to receive their pay: As there 
are many janizaries about the country oTTrKeir little eftate¥,~tney^ar« j|d* 
verned by a fardar in every, caftellate, and are fubjecl: jonly to thei* 
own body. Thefe odas or chambers like the Roman legions are called 
by their refpe&ive numbers, there being a hundred and fixty of them- fc 
the empire; each company has from one hundred to five hundred men, 
which is their compleat number in time of war; in peace they generally 
confift of about a hundred men. The fecond body are the jarleys. The 
tifdarlces are another body of foot, who cannot be fent out of the place. 
The fourth are topgis or canoneers. The fifth jebegis, who have the 
care of the ammunition. The fixth fpahis, who are the cavalry, and are 
fuppofed to-have hoffes, and when thepa£ha goes out they furmih him 
with half the number of horfes he wants, the town furnifhing the reft. 
All the Turks belong to fome military body. The harach and cuftoms 
pay all the foldiers, except the janizaries, whofe money is brought from 
abroad. 

The grand fignor fells the feventh part of the lands of Candia Cuftoms. 
for one life, and no proprietor can be diipoffened; but the purchafers 
can lawfully receive out of them only a feventh of the produce, which 
of corn, flax and cotton, is taken in kind; as to the oyl of their olive-
trees, it is exorbitantly eftimated ; and. for their vineyards, they pay a 
certain fum according to the quantity of land j and filk pays a medin or 
three farthings an ounce. The perfon who buys the feventh part of any 
village, is lord and mafter of it, leaves his fbubaftiee or fteward to col-
left his rents, who has all the power, and the bufinefs of the capitaneo, 
which is to colledl: all occafional impofitions raifed on the village by the 
paiha; he has the number of Chriftiari families regiftered, and the tax 
is equally divided among them, the Turks paying nothing; and even 
fometimes a Chriftian family by great intereft may be ftruck out of 
the lift. 

The archbiftiop is put in by the patriarch of Conftantinople, and the The church, 
metropolitan makes the bifbops, who put in the parilh priefts. The 
archbiihop befides the revenues of his own diocefe, receives a yearly fum 
from all the bifhops j and as he pays a yearly tribute to the grand fignor, 
every bifhop is impowered to levy five medins for that purpofe on every 

houfe, 
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hotife, and pays a certain fum on that account to the metropolitan. 
The bifhop's revenue is a certain meafure of corn, wine and oyl, befides 
the voluntary contributions of the people; he has alfo fees on marriages, 
and they generally go round their diocefes in the three Lents, in March, 
Auguft, and November. If a Chriftian woman marries a Turk, ihe is 
not admitted to the facrament, till fhe is at the point of death, and 
muft then renounce her hufband ; but flie goes to church, which they can
not hinder; and many of thofe who live in the villages are perverted by the 
Turks. When Candia was taken, the Chriftians had generally two bells 
to every church, which they were ordered to bring into the cities; many 
of them hid the bells j and it is delivered down from father to fori 
where they are; this is known by the Turks; fo that the pafha, if he 
Would raife money on a rich family, the mafter is accufed as having the 
bells hid fbmewhere in his land, he is carried to prilbn, and there re
mains until he pays a fum of money for his deliverance. Though many 
of the villages are inhabited by Turks, yet there are fome villages where 
the inhabitants, who were formerly Chriftians, are almoft entirely be
come Mahometans; fome to avoid punifhment, or to be revenged on a 
Turk, whom a Chriftian cannot ftrike; others are encouraged by the 
thriving of the renegadoes, who pay no taxes: So the Chriftians grow 
poor, the Mahometans rich, and purchafe their lands; and thus the 
Chriftian religion daily lofes ground in all parts of Turkey. 

The end of the Firft Part of the Second Volume. 


