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- My LoRrp,
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moft obedient and

moft humble fervant,
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T H E

PREFACE

"I “HE pubhfher of thefe obfervations at firft had it
only m his thoughts, to give the world the plans
he had taken of the Egyptian buildings, together

~ with fome drawings of them, and to add an account, and

defigns of all the different orders of Egyptian architelture.

He lmaormed even plans alone, with proper defcriptions,

not fo defe@ive as -they might be with regard to other

buildings : For, where there are no WlndOWS and a very
plan and uniform manner of architeCture of doors VIEWS,

“for the moft part, would only reprefent a dead wall, "and the

entrances ; unlefs there had been fkill and opportunity to have

drawn the hieroglyphics, which would take up the time of a

long life. He has, however, given views of moft of the diffe-

rent forts of fronts that are Teen in the Egyptian buildings,
where they are adorn’d with pillars, and indeed-of - fo many,
that he cannot recolle¢t that he has omitted more than two
or three, where there are any confiderable ornaments of co-
lumns; one being near Efne, of the fame nature as the other
that 1s defign’d in ! that plate ; another s of the famous temple
of Tentyra at Amara, where he apprehended the pillars in
the front were capitals fomethmg approachlnor towards the

Cormthian order, as fome others are in Egypt, and not the

head of Ifis, as W1th1n but he could not find drawings of

them, nor any thing in his notes 1n relation to them.

What he has done will, he hopes, give a fufficient idea of
the Egy ptlan manner of bmldmo and 1f he had gone no
further, it would have been very httle more than pubhfhmcr
thefe plates; and it 1s but a little more at prefent, by the per-
fuafion of fome friends, to give an account of his travels, and.
of feveral accidents, that mlght gve an mﬁcrht into - the cu-
ftoms and manners of people fo different from our own, in
order to render the work more acceptable to the oenﬂrahtv of
" readers.
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When he was engaged fo far, he thought it beft to give as
fhort and perfeé&t an account*as he could of Egypt, and to
add fomethmg of the government, cuftoms, and natural hi-
ftory, as the latter would alfo give a creneral idea of the
Turkith polity and manners. And he hopes thofe will ex-
cufe what they may think trifling, who are pleafed only with
antiquities, and to fee an account of architeture in its very
firft beginning. And fuch as delight only in reading tra-
vels, and the hiftory of the feveral little accidents that happen,
may pafs over, with a tranfient view, the dry defcription of
plans, buildings, and ftatues, which others may efteem as the
moft valuable part of this book.

There are few things in the plates that have been feen be-
fore, if two or three drawings are excepted, that he either
put in to fill up the plates, or becaufe he found them better
in others, than he could give them himfelf. Of the firft kind,

~are the profpect of Jofeph’s well at the entrance, and the

head of the fphinx, from Le Brun, (though this 1s with fome
alterations, as to the ornaments of the head ;) and of the lat-
ter are the feCtion of the great pyramid by Mallet, and the
views of the convents of St. Paul and St. Anthony, from a

manufcript map. And, though the drawings of Jofeph’s well,

. and the Mikias, have been publifh’d before, yet he thought

it proper to have them engraved, according to his own obfer-
vations, to make this account more perfeét; and he imagines,
at leaft, that they may be fome improvement on the others.
He thought it beft to give an account of all the buildings
he faw m Egypt, in a regular manner, as if he had feen
them all when he went up the Nile, in order to prevent
any confufion of things in the mind of the reader, and the
better to fettle the antient geography, by taking all the pla-
ces, with their anthumes, in their natural order, although he
faw many of them in his return. He hopes no very grofs
errors, much lefs inconfiftencies, will be found in this work ;
but if any fuch fhould have flipped, efpecially with relation
to fome conjeCtures and calculations, that may or may not
have the foundation of truth to build on, being only offer’d
to the confideration of the readers ; it 1s to be hoped that they

- will impute them only to a want of due recollection of the

great variety of things that have occurred in fuch a courfe of
rambling, or to his having apprehended things in a different
manner,



PREFACE

manner, in different parts of his journal, to which he had re-
courfe in making thefe remarks. It muft alfo be confider’d
that he has defcended to feveral particulars, purely for the
fake of thofe who hereafter may travel into Egypt, and has
added many things on the fame account, that might otherwife
have been omitted ; which are not all related as certain truths,
but only as intimations, that may chance to give an opportu-
nity of fixing feveral things, that are not yet fufficiently
clear’d up; fuch particularly are all thofe conjetures that
are made in relation to the rife of the Nile.

It muft be obferved with regard to the map of Egypt, that
where canals are marked out in points, they are only where he
fuppofes the antient canals of the Nile did formerly run.

Thofe perfons will be much difappointed, who expet any
ornaments of ftyle in this work ; for he will be well fatisfied
if they find nothing that deferves cenfure in that refpet, as it
was his intention to relate every thing in the plaineft manner,
according to the obfervations he could make, and the beft of
his judgment.

If thofe, who expe&ed to be diverted, do not find fuflicient
entertainment, it is owing to his good fortune 5 and 1t would
be ftraining pohtenefs to too high a pitch, to fay that he s
forry he did not meet with more unlucky accidents, in order
- to relate a greater variety of pleafant ﬁones ; but he has how-
ever glven an account of almoft all the incdents that hap-
pen’d, in their natural order, without pretending to any great
art or judgment in fele€ting them.

He will doubtlefs be cenfured, if fault be found with con-
jeCtures, where things are dark, or with fupplying buildings,
where they are ruin d but as the buildings that are ftanding
are engraved with double lines, thofe that are ruin’d with
fingle lines, and thofe fuppofed, where there remain little or
no figns of buildings, with points, every one may fee what 1s
really in being, and that he offers nothing to the world with

- defign to deceive : Nor does he pretend to be mtirely infalli-

‘ble, as to his plans ; and though he took great pains in mea-
furing all the antient bulldmgs, yet he 1s fenfible there may be
orffions and miftakes, though he endeavour’d, as much as
poflible, to avoid them. He muft alfo obferve, that he only
took an account of the Deities in the forty-third plate, omit-
ting to make a particular drawing of them.

| In
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PREFACE

In a work of this nature, without doubt, there muft be
many errors and faults; but he hopes the readers will be can-
did, if they think he has endeavour’d to give an account of
things as they really are; and if they confider withal the
dangers, inconveniences, and many uneafy hours, any one
muft have fuffer’d in near feven years travels in fuch coun-
tries, and in a manner alone, and refle€t on many other cir-
cumftances that attend the colleting and publifhing thefe
materials ; he 1s perfuaded they will excufe his fending into
the world this imperfe¢t account.

CON.
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- The palace of the Kings.
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. Port Cibotus.

REFERENCES to the Plan of ALEXANDRIA.,

.'PLATE 11,

ALEXANDRIA. Old Alexandna.
AL E XANDRIA New Alexandria.

H E ifle Pharos.
The promontory Lochias.
Port Eunoftus, now call’'d The
old Port.
The great Port, now call’d The
the new Port.
The Pharos, now a caftle,
The cape of figs.
The entrance for {mall boats.
The entrance for fhips.
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Necropolis.
. K. Lines fuppofed to be the old
bounds of the fea.
The old caufeway

Suppofed antient gare, in the way |

to Canopus.

- Great tower to the eaft, mark’d
A. in the third piate.

Great tower to the weft, mark’d
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Jews fynagogue.
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g. Ciftern on three arches.

h.
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Porters hill,

The theatre.

Sheiks burial places.
Gardens.

. Theold burial-place of the Kings.

The Jews burial-place.

The inner palaces.
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Chriftian burial-place.
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DESCRIPTION

O F

The £4 8T, &

BOOK the Firft.
Of the Lower Parts of EcyepT,

CHAP 1L
Of EcYPT in general; ALEXANDRIA, and the Places
near it.

GYP T was for many ages govern'd by its own Kings, until it
E was conquer'd by the Perfians, under Cambyfes. It remain’d in

Egypt, its
government.

their hands until the time of Alexander, when it became fubje&

to the Greeks. His General Ptolemy, the fon of Lagus, was made King
of Egypt, and it remain’d under his defcendants, till it became a Ro-
man Province. After the divifion of the Empire, Egypt fell to the
- Iot of the Eaftern Emperors ; from whom it was taken, foon after the
eftablithment of the Mahometan religion, by the Saracens or Arabians;
and was govern’d by different families, till, in 1270, the Mamaluke go-
vernment, or the government of {laves, took place; for that is the
meaning of this word : Under which conftitution, a flave was always to
be advanced to the throne, and no fon could fucceed to his father.
This government was fupprefled by the Ottoman family, under Sultan
Selim, in which it remains to this day.

Egypt was formerly divided into three parts: The Delta, and the
countries to the eaft and weft of it ; Middle Egypt, called Heptanomis ;
and Upper Egypt, named the Thebais, now called Said ; being all that
country which is under the government of the Bey of Girge, as far as

the antient Egypt extended: What is now called Lower Egypt, com-=
prehending ‘the other two.

Vor. L B Egypt

Its divifions



Its length.

Alexandria,

 Hie Pharos.

Poris of
Alexandria.

The Pharos.

~ to this place,

OBSERVATIONS

Egypt was antiently divided into Provinces called Nomit, beivg cer-
tain diftri@s, with their capital cities; fomething like the prafent divi-
fion of the country under the gov ernment of Beys.

According to Herodotus, ’twas one hundred cighty-feven miles and a
half from the fea to Hcllopolxs fix hundred and five from thence to
Thebes, and one hundred and two miles and a half from Thebes to Elephan-
tine; fo that the whole length of Egypt was eight hundred and nincty-
five miles, according to this computation ; which muft have been made
by the wmdmgs of the I'IVCI' for Eg) pt bcmw ewht dcurcw n ]uurt}]
computing feventy miles to a degree, ’tis only five hundred and ix\ty
miles long.

When Alexander the Great return’d from confulting the Oracle of Ju-
piter Ammon, being pleafed with the fituation of Rhacotis, he orderd a
city to be built there, which from him was call’d Alcxnm ria.  As the
honour of being capital of the kingdom was tranflated from Memphis
fo it was not afterwards a part of any province, but, with
a territory about it, was a diftin& government by itclf. W hux this
city was taken by the Saracens, according to the Arabian hiflorians, there
were in it four thoufand palaces, as many baths, four hundred fquarcs,
or places, and forty thoufand Jews that paid tribute.

As the fea has gain’d in fome parts, and loft in others, {o there is great
difficulty in fixing the fituation of many antient places defcribed by
Strabo. \

There being a bay about three leagues wide, the ifle Pharos * extending
from eaft to weft, near to the Eaftern promontory Lochias, made the
ports of Alexandria; the pert Eunoftus being to the Weft, and what they
calld the great Port, to the Eaft: The latter is now call'd the new
Port, and the other the old Port.

The ifland was join’d towards the weft end © to the continent, by a
caufeway and two bridges ninc hundred paces long, which muft have
been about the quay of the old port. The fea has gain'd on the weft
end of the ifland, where are feen under water the remains of ciftcrns
cut in the rock.

The famous Pharos?, or light-houfe, was on a rock at the eaft end of
the ifland, that was on every fide encompafs’d with water, and fo in a
manner a {mall feparate ifland °; which {eems to be the {pot on which
the caftle is built, at the entrance of the new Port; and the pillars {een
in a calm fea within the entrance, may be the remains of that fuperb

2 H 36 ,cwgaa Tﬂv ysv 7rew1'rv dl“lefflv ﬁ; VO’AOU;
fge.. .. warw Foi vopuel 'ro;ux; aMa; a%ou &5 yap
1o1rugxm9 os whéisos J’mgnwo, % avtas & Hs aAMtc
Topds. ihdpusas & ds dgoveas pegldes.  Strab. xvil.
P 737

‘H d¢ (Imgoc vmov s;? ﬂagu[/.meg weos wxa‘rcv -m
mretgw, Aipéve 7rgo; cw'mv THULY oc[.l.(p;s-o‘uov Hiwy yae
ss'x RAT WSy & anpas etc 70 wihay @ wgoBebAry.evn dve
7870y 8 peraly n vno'ar ;ngm “Aei3c0 TGV noMrov,
Wuga‘ﬁ @An-rou yue AvTey xard ur@ Tév & m/ewu
"nz; (I)uex 10 ysu 8v swov y,oc/d\.cv 51 weoo'i,cec 1) rwagw,
n 37 ,m-: dvtyy oweac Koci\m'ou 4 Axgo)\och;, ;9
wo§ Tov Mp.evw acg‘rts'OMov wga; d: 'rn 5ewrn'n 75
pevald migg & wérea o, o ,u.ev SQans, ai dt %
egexso'au, 'rgocxu'vsm: wATAY weaw -ra weoomvﬁ*v i 7§

eAaoyxg xAvdayiar "Egs Js @vto 10 Tiis eid G axgov

wmirpn meAu;@-, Exuce n‘ue;«cv SdJ‘udgu;‘ xaTer
xsvafuevw AsuxS Aidw rkofwav, auw/uycv 7 vr’w.
Strab. xvii. p- 791

€ To dt xwuo& £5iv awro Tie Ewbigoy 72@05& iwi THY
VATI? XaTE TO sdwcg:.v aw'rr; y°g©' ex‘rzruy-ivr, dvo
3‘:0471'}\'0; diareimsca povov eis Tov Evviss dpiva, %
dvreds yeyePuowutvgs. Strab. xvil. p. 792.

¢ Pharus eft in infula turris, magna altitudine,
mirificis operibus extructa, quz nomen ab infula
accepit. Hzc infula objetta Alexandriz portum
efficit: Sed a fuperioribus regionibus in longitudi-
nem paffuum pccec in mare jactis molibus an-

gufto itinere, et ponte, cum oppido conjungitur,
Cefar de Bello Civili, Lib, iii,
¢ See b.
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ON EGYPT. 3

building: Thefe pillars I faw when I went out in a boat on a calm
day, and could fee to the bottom. My obferving fo nicely, and fo near
the caftle, was much taken notice of; and, as I was inI{)rm’d, {everal
foldiers, who were that day on guard in the caftle, were punifl’d for per-
mitting me to examine the port fo exadtly.

The fea has gain’d much on the ifle of Pharos every way, except to
the fouth; the weftern part of the old ifland is now called the Cape
of the Figs; becaufe it is famous for producing very early and excellent
Figs.

The {fea having loft to the north, and alfo to the welt, on the fide of
the antient caufeway to the ifland, is the reafon why the eaftern port at
prefent is the lefs. There are two entrances to both ports, one near each
cape of the continent ; that to the eaftern Port is only for {mall boats,
whereas in the Wef’tern port, it is the fafer entrance for the largeft fhips,
and in the other port, the entrance by the caftle is very narrow and dan-
gerous, by reafon of the rocks, as defcribed by the Antients®.
 Itis faid that Alexandria was wafhed on two fides by the water, to the
north by the fea, and to the fouth by the lake Mareotis; and that the
other two fides were €ach a kind of Ifthmus?, or neck of land between
the water, about feven ftadia in length; on which account each of thefe
fides, efpeczailv that to the weft, was called Heptaf’tadmm from which
the caufeway to the ifland is fald to have gone ; which is a confirmation
of what I fuppofe in the plan of Alexandria, that the Heptaftadium be-
gan at the angle that is made near the weft gate, at the fouth eaft cor-
ner of the old port.

The firft thing I did at Alexandria was to pace round the walls, and The walls
take the bearmgs ; which I did with fo much caution, that I thought
I could only have been obferved by the Janizary that attended me; not-
withftanding it was foon publickly reported about the town, that T had
meafured the city walls by palms. The old walls of the city feem to
have been built on the height, which extends from Cape Lochias to-
wards the eaft, the remains of a grand gateway being to be feen in
the road to Rofetto at this high ground; and the foundations of the
walls may from thence be traced to the canal. The outer walls round
the old city are very beautifully built of hewn ftone, and feem to be
antient ; all the arches being true, and the workmanfhip very good:
They are defended by femicircular towers, twenty feet diameter, and a-
bout one hundred and thirty feet apart; at each of them are ftairs to
afcend up to the battlements, there beinga walk round on the top of the
walls built on arches. Thefe walls, as they now ftand, feem to have en-
clofed all the city, except the palace of the Kings to the north eaft; and
’tis not improbable that the enclofure of the palace extended to the
weft, from the fouth eaft corner to the prefent walls, near the gate of
Rofetto, as mark’d in the plan, and that the foundations of the walls,
{een all the way to the canal, were only a defence to the fuburbs. The
inner walls of the old city, "which feem to be of the middle ages, are
much ftronger and higher than the others, and defended by large high

e See b, vesdnovta sadlwy ¥ tovra é‘mpe-rgov 70 &% im) wAZT@" of
£ “Es Je xhat.uu)am?e; 70 %r,u.ac -rs BuPss T 7ra- :&yo) 7l % dxre ;aa‘twv enaﬂg@», c@uyiper @ T piv
Atwst & T v dml poinss whewpd i5i 18 EpPixhvsey Soov  7d Sandelng, 74 & J70 Th5 Apvys, Strabo XviL p.793.
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towers®. There are particularly two very large well-built towers to the
north-weft, towards the new city on the ftrand: I have given plans  of
them in the third plate, as I roughly fketch’d them out, in order to give
a better idea of them than can be convey’'d by words.  “That which is to
the north, mark’d A. was the old cuftom-houfe, and now belongs to the
Aga; the plan is of the middle floor.

The other is put to no ufe, has three floors, and cifterns under; the
upper floor confifts of a room in the middle about three and twenty feet
fquare, with a gallery round, and three rooms at the weft end; the
ground ftory is much the fame, except that it has two rooms and a ftair-
cafe to the eaft. The plan B. is of the middle ftory. Thefe towers fcem
to have been built at the time the inner walls were made, and might be
defign’d to hinder any defcent on this part, where probably the quay was
in the micdle ages; and the grand entrance from it might be between
thefe towers. What was without thefe walls, and the fite of the pa-
lace, was probably the {fuburbs of the city, which I fuppofe in proccfs of
time to have been wall'd in, extending down to the canal; and this
{fuburbs, fo wall’d in, began to be look’d on as a part of the city itfelf,
and feems to have been efteem’d fo by thofe authors who give an account
of the city as three miles and three quarters long, and a mile broad, and
fpeak of it as bounded by the lake Mareotis, taking in the fuburbs on
both fides of the canal of Canopus, if there were any to the caft, or
in cafe there were none, as the canal run clofe along by the fide of the
lake, they might not improperly fay that the city extended to the lake
Mareotis.

The palace, with the fuburbs belonging to it, was a fourth part of the
city ; within its diftri® was the Mufeum ®, or Academy, and the burial
place * of the Kings, where the body of Alexander was depofited in a
coffin of gold ¥, which being taken away, it was put into one of glafs; in
which condition, it is probable, Auguftus took a view of the corpfe of
that great hero, and with the utmoft veneration {catter’d flowers over
it, and adorn’d it with a golden crown'. As the Mahometans have a
great regard for the memory of Alexander, fo there have been travellers,
who relate, that they pretended to have his body in fome mofque; but at
prefent they have no account of it.

When Alexandria was no longer the refidence of Kings, it is very na-
tural to think that their palace in time fell to ruin, and that the mate-
rials of it were removed to the part of the city that was inhabited, and

- probably alfo to build the inner walls; tho’ along by the fea there are

ftill great remains, and on the fhoar are {feen {feveral pieces of porphyry,
and other fine marbles, where the antient palace ftood ; but as to the
buildings on the fea, near the obelifks, and the fine round tower D. at the
north weft corner, which has two ftories, and a fine arch in the middle,

fupported by a pillar, they feem to be all buildings of the time when the

‘inner walls were made, at leaft not to be fo old as the time of the

8 A plan of one of them is marked C. in the Smgs’CaA@ s v & ai 1av Paciier Taal, & 1 Ared-

third Plate. dvdey. Strabo, L. xvii. p. 724. k Strabo, ibid.

b méy 8} Bacindwy pho@r st % 10 Msadiov, Tyav " Conditorium &t corpus magni Alexandri, cum
wepimatoy 3y £idgav 7 oinoy péyar, Strabo, L xvii. prolatum e penetrali fubjecifier oculis, corona
P 793 ' aurea impofita, ac floribus afperfis, veneratus eft.

I Még@ &k viy Basineiur is) Ay 70 nahdusvey Zaua, Sueton, Ofavius, c. 18,
Ptolemies



ON EGYPT §

Ptolemies or Cleopatra. In the round tower is a well, now fpoiled ; dnd
they fay there are wells alfo in fome of the other towers. A plan of the
round tower is to be {een in plate 1L

Under thefe palaces was the private enclofed port of the Kings”, which Port of the
might be oppofite to the great round tower at the fea, where thips now Kiogs.
{ometimes come to anchor, and where the Turks, till within this fifty
years, obliged all foreign fhips to ride, not fuffering them to anchor un-
der the caftle, as they do at prefent. In this part alfo was the ° ifle An- Antirrhodes.
tirrhodes, in which was a palace, and a fmall harbour or bay. This ifland
feems to have been entirely deftroy’d by the {fea, and probably was op-
pofite to the obelifks ; where there are ftill {feen great ruins in the fea, and
where they often raife up very fine *pillars.  Over thefe places a theatre is
mention’d ; and afterwards the part of the city which had its name from Nepunium.
Neptune, where there was a temple to him: This {feems to have becn about
the corner of the bay® Inthis diftri& alfo Antony built his Timonium ; to Timonium.
which he retired in difguft after his misfortunes. Next to it the Cafarium Czfrium.
is mention’d, where the temple of Cafar is fuppofed to have been ; in
which, according to Pliny, {fome obelitks were ere&ed.  Further on
was the Emporium, or market-place. Then follow’d the docks for their Marker-
fhipping ; over which was the ancient city Rhacotis, with a fort of fuburbs R
round it call'd Bucolis, becaufe it was chiefly inhabited by herd{men. Bucolis.

There was a communication between the ports by two bridges at the Caufewsy,
caufeway to the "ifland, that began at the north weft corner of the town; ‘t’gd[hl;’f{;;i!
- at the Heptaftadium to the weft, which was one of the necks of land
made by the fea and the lake. Here it is probable the fea has gain'd to
the eaft of the old port, as I have mark’d in the plan, where it now wathes
the walls from the great corner tower; at which the walls make an el-

"bow to the north weft; for ’tis evident it has gain’d on the fhoar, farther
on, where many grottos appear half wafh’d away by the fea.

Within this weftern port, antiently call'd Eunoftus, and now the old Wef’cern
port, was the port Cibotus, from which there was a navigable canal to P
the lake®; and there is now a canal or foflee along by the walls from the caopus;
canal of Canopus to the fea, by which the water runs into the fea from
the great canal, at the overflow of the Nile. When any fhips that do
not belong to the Turks, by flrefs of weather are obliged to go into the
old port, they muil remove 1nto the other, as {foon as they have an op-

7 portumty, which is the harbour allotted for the fhips of Chriftendom,

B Tdross & vrinarar 8, te xpunlos Mum, % x?\a;a;
D@ Tav PBacirbwy, % 9 Av-nppoé‘@-' vyaioy za’goxet/.r.evov
- 78 dpuuts A;yev@-, Bum\c—:ov a,uaa % A:ysmu sxov —

Tﬂeexarm % 113 70 Hbaveor” are 70 Hoa-et&av, aywv
" alg amo 18 E,umg;g noASpévy 7rgo7rs7r7wuw;, Exwv icpoy
Toceidivos® w 7rgoz>9ex; X oo Av‘rww@» E74 paAnoy Tgo~
" velor eis psoov Tov N‘wavaa ex) 76 ooxga xaTECKSVACE
waracv Bacirinyy, v Tquwwov rgocnyogeuo'i Strabo
L xvii. p. 794.

° See pote n. with regard to this ifle, and the
Timonium, &c.

? When Strabo mentions that Antirrhodes lies
- before 15 dpunr apbr@r, he feems to need emen-
dation, and it ought to be ¥ *xguals 5 the latter
port being in this part, the other in the port Eu-
poftus.

Vor. L

9 This account is very different from what is
given by fome travellers, who fuppofe the Ne-
ptunium was where I place Cape Lochias, and
that what is now without the port, was formerly
within it ; but any one, who confiders the fitua-
tion of the feveral parts with Strabo’s account,
may judge which is moft probable.

* See note c. for this and the following places.

s See note f. It appears alfo by what follows
in Strabo, that there was an aqueduct to the ifland
over this caufeway and the bndges

t Efnf 3 Evvosx Aipnv peTd 70 e7r1as'oa3mv n, wreg
181'8 ogvm’os‘, ov n, K:Bw'rov xw\xnv, exwv n, dvrds
»swem EvJ'o'rsew 3t réty diwpvE mAwrs péxes T 16 Aipevis
'rs-mpaem TS Mmgswné‘@* Strabo 1, xviL P 795
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/ The old city.

OBSERVATIONS

In the city a hill is mention’d call’d Panium, which, from the defcrip-
tion of it, feems to be the high hill within the walls ncar the weft
gate and the old *

The ftreet which extended the whole length of the city, from the gate
of Necropolis to the gate of Canopus, is faid to have been one hundred
feet wide*, and, doubtlefs, had in it many magnificent buildings, as ap-
pears from the granite pillars fill remaining in two or three parts. Among
them was the Gymnafium’, or publick fchools, to which there were Por-
ticos in extent above half a quarter of a mile; it might be where there
are great ruins to the weft of that firect, and feveral large red granite
pillars ftanding. ‘The Forum, or court of judicature, was alfo probably
another building in this magnificent ftreet, and might be where fome pil-
lars remain nearer the fea. The gate of Necropolis I fuppofc to be the
gate to the fouth weft, which is now built up: This gate has fome orna-
ments about it of Lions rampant. It is faid that the two chicf ftrects of
Alexandria croflfed one another at right angles; fo that if the fireet, that
extended the whole breadth of the city, began at the old gate, it is pro-
bable the gate on the other fide was oppofite to it, in fuch manner as that
the ftreet might anfwer this defcription.

Among the remains of Alexandria, the moft extraordinary are thofe
cifterns * which were built under their houfes, fupported by two or three
ftories of arches on columns, in order to receive the Nile water by the
canal, as they do at this day In the {fame manner the rain water is pre-
ferved in cifterns, under the houfes at Jerufalem *. This canal of Canopus
comes to the walls near Pompey’s pillar, having run to the weftof it: It
has a paffage under the walls, and from that part a foflee has been cut
along the outfide of the walls to the fea; but the water is not only
convey d to the cifterns from the canal, as it there enters the city, but alfo
before, from feveral parts of the canal, by paffages under ground to the
hlorher parts of the city. There are entrances down to thefe paflages in
feveral parts, in order to clean them: The cifterns alfo muft be cleanfed;
and the defcent down to them is by round wells, in which there are ho]es
on each fide, at about two feet diftance, to put the feet in to defcend
by: They draw up the water by a windlafs, and carry it in leather bags
on camels to the houfes. Before the Nile fills them again, the water in
many of them is not good; owing, it may be, to their not keeping them
clean; for in fome, and particularly that which belongs to the Latin con- -
vent, 'the water is obferved to be always good.

The old city is entirely ruin’d, and the materials carried away to build
the new. Excepting a very few houfes at the Rofetto, and bagnio gates,

pixgs 775
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2 Thofe who may examine thefe Catacombs
more exattly, may be able to correct the plan I
have given, which I took with all the accuracy
the time and number of people that accompanied
would admit of; and notwithftanding I am fen-
fible there may be fome miftakes.

* In the third plate E. isthe plan of one of
thefe cifterns. At H. is the well by which they
defcend, and over G. is the hole by which they
draw up the water. F. is the fection of one of
the cifterns.
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there are only fome few mofques, and three convents within the old’
walls.

One of the mofques is call'd the Mofque of a thoufand and one pil- Mofques.

lars ; it is to the weft, near the gate of Necropolis. I obferved in it four
rows of pillars to the fouth and weft, and one row on the other fides.
Here, they fay, was a church dedicated to St. Mark, and the Patriarch re-
fided at it ; being near the gate without which, ’tis faid, the Evangelift
was martyrd The other great mofque is that of St. Athanafius; where
there was, without doubt, a church of that name.

At the church of the Copti convent they thew the patriarchal chair®, Convens.
and pretend alfo to have the head of St. Mark, and fome even fay
that his body is there; as at the Greek convent they fhew fome things
which they fay relate to the martyrdom of St. Catherine in this city. The
Latins alfo have their convent in the old city, belonging to that of Jeru~
falem; and there are always fome poor Arabs encamp’d about within
the walls, fo that ’tis dangerous being abroad after fun-fet, when all the
company begin to retire.

At the fouth weft corner is a large caftle, with a few foldiers in it,
no Europeans are admitted there. In the gates, efpecially that of Ro-
fetto, are many fine pieces of granite, and all over the city are feen frag-
ments of columns of beautiful marble; all fo many remains of the gran-
deur and magniﬁcence of the antient city.

The new city is built on the firand to the north, without the walls, on New ciy,
the ground that feems to have been left by the fea, and makes a very
mean appearance ; taking up all that {pace in the plan without the walls,
except the ftrand to the eaft, and a great part not built on towards the
old port, as well as the fpot of the old ifle of Pharos. In feveral houfes
built round courts on porticos, they have placed a great variety of pillars,
moftly granite, which were the ornaments of the antient city. The old
“city was, without doubt, in a flourithing condition, when the trade of the
Eaft Indies was carried on that way by the Venetians ; and the decay of
it may be dated from the time the paffage was found out by the Cape of
Good Hope, when the commerce took another channel ; but when the
trade of coffee and other commodities began in fome meafure to fourifh,
about fifty years ago, the prefent city then began to rife out of the
ruins of the old. ,

Of the two obelisks, one is broke, and part of it lies on the ground. Obelits,
It has been found, by digging under ground, that the bottom of the |
obelisks were rounded and let into a plinth, as the Egyptians ufed to
place their pillars; as may be feen in the Obfervations. on architeGture.
Thefe obelisks might be before the temple of Neptune. If I made no
- miftake in taking the height of that which is flanding, by the quadrant,
it is fixty-three feet high; the piece of the obelisk that is broke, is eigh-
teen feet long, and at the bottom meafured feven fect fquare.

Higher up in the city, over the ifle Antirrhodes, that is probably in a Theare:
line from it, the theatre is mention’d, which feems to have been at the
hill towards the gate of Rofetto, call’ d Coum Dimas; whichI con_;e"curc
from the fhape of that hill, where they were digging when I was in
Alexandria, in order to carry away the ftones,

« » Of this chair there is a drawing in the fecond plate.

. The
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Pompey’s
pillar.
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The pillat commonly calld Pompey's pillar is fituated on a fmall
height, about a quarter of a mile to the fouth of the walls, and may
be fuppofed to have been ere@ed after Strabo’s time, as he makes no
mention of fuch an extraordinary monument: It might be fet up either
in honour of Titus, or Adrian, who were in Egypt. Near it are fome
fragments of granite pillars, four fect diameter, and it appears plainly
from many old foundations, that therc has been fome magniticent build-
ing there, in the area of whxch ‘tis probable, this pl“.lr was crected
and {ome Arabian hiftorians (on what authority I know not) call it thc
Palace of Julius Cefar®. This famous pillar is of red granite: Befides
the foundation, it confifts of three ftones; the capital, which is judged to
be about eight or nine feet deep, is of the Corinthian order, the lcaves
being perfectly plain, and not the leaft indented, and fecem to be the plain
laurel or bay leaf. Some failors have found mcans to get to the top,
which has a hole in it, from which it is _]udgcd that there was a ftatue
fixed on the top of the plllar the fhaft of the pillar, taking in the up-
per Torus of the bafe, is of one ftone, the remainder of the bafe and
pedeftal of another, and all is raifed on a foundation built of fcveral
ftones, in the nature of two plinths, of two teer of ftone, the lower fct-
ting out four inches beyond the upper, as that fets out a foot beyond
the plinth that is over it. This foundation is four fect nine inches high,
and the pedeftal, and part of the bafe, which is of onc flone, arc t\ulvc
feet and a half high. I found the whole height by the fhadow to bc one
hundred and fourteen feet, which agrees pretty nearly with the account
fome others have given; fo that taking out the above micafures, and half
a foot for the upper Torus, the height of the fhaft is eighty-eight feet
nine inches, that is, about ten diameters of the column; for I found the
diameter of it to be about nine feet; the die of the pedeftal is twelve feet
two inches {quare, and the plinth is two feet wider. I obferved the fwell
in the pillar, and that it leans a little to the fouth weft. The pillar is
well preferved, except that it has fcaled away a very little to the fouth,and
more to the north eaft; the face of the foundation is reprefented in the
draught of the pillar, as it is to the weft {fouth weft, where fome of
the flones have been taken away, fo as to fhew the middle ftone, which
has been {fo much talk’d of, as if the pillar refted on that alone, whcreas
the work remains all round, on which the pillar is raifed ; and yet it is in-
deed probable that the main weight of the pillar does reft on this ftone,
which on that-fide is about four feet wide, and appear’d to me to be a
mixture of alabafter and flints of a great variety of colours, and has
hieroglyphics on it. When I return’d a fecond time to Alexandria, this
part was repair'd in fuch a manner, that the lower plinth is made a feat
for people to fit on ; and fo ’tis no more to be feen in its antient ftate.
There are fome figns of a Greek infcription on the weft fide, which can
hardly be difcern’d, unlefs the fun fhines on it: It confifts of four lines;
what letters I could make any conjeture of, I have given below “.

< The fourth plate contains a draught of the ¢ L ~.,7....0COTATOI P. O. P. TA

pillar, according to the moft exatt meafures I took TCC .. O CONIOY. TONAAEAAA
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ON EGYPT.

To the welt, beyond the canal of Canopus, and near a Sheik’s burial
place, are fome Catacombs; they confit of feveral apartments cut in
the rock, on each fide of an open gallery: On both fides of thefe apa.rt~
ments are three ftories of holes, big enough to depofite the bodies in *
Here we may {uppofe the fuburbs began, in which were gardens, fe-
pulchres, and places to prepare the bodies for interment; as the quarter
call’d Necropolis, or cuy of the dead, was to the wefl of the city. The
Catacombs extended ‘above a mile to the weft, and there are a great num-
ber all along by the fea; many of them have been wafh’'d away by the
water, which 1n fuch a long tra&t of time has gain’d on the freeftone
rock, as appears by the remains of them feen in the fea. I wasin fome

9

Catacombe.

grottos cut out of the rock, in long narrow galleries running parallel to.

one another, and {fome alfo crofling them at right angles. Thefe I con-
jeGured were thofe magazines in which they embalmed the bodies®. The
moft extraordinary Catacombs are towards the further end, and may be
reckon’d among the fineft that have been difcover’d; being beautiful rooms
cut out of a rock, and niches in many of them, {o as to depofite the bodies
in, adorn’d with a fort of Doric pilafters on each fidet. The round room,
and that leading to it are very beautiful, and fo are the four rooms
drawn in the p!an with niches.

Near a mile farther is a foffee between thirty and forty paces broad,
which feems to have been cut from the lake Mareotis to the fea. As the
city is faid to have extended a little beyond the canal that came into the
port Cibotus, this cannot be that canal, becaufe it is not only beyond the
city, but alfo further to the weft than Necropolis. 1t was thought hazar-
dous to go fo far as the foffee, only accompanied with a janizary and
fervant; and it was with fome art that I led the janizary {o far: And in-
deed he began to be weary of waiting on me. It was certamly very hot
weather to go abroad all day, as I often did, and found the janizary full
- employment, which is what they are not ufed tos ; and not knowing their
cuftoms, I defign'd to gratify him at my departure, whereas they like to
make fure of fomething, and to have a fmall piece of money every time
they go out, {o he always pretended fome excufe not to go with me: But
the greateft reafon of all was, that'I fuppofe fome people had talked to
him on the part of the governor, that I obferved every thing about the
city in a manner not ufually prac’hfed and nught fay {fome other things to
deter him from going any more with me; for tis ufual for the governor
to have a certain fum paid for every {’cranger that goes out of the gate
with the janizaries of Alexandria, whom they oblige to pay it, but if they
go out with the jan'zaries of Cairo, the Governor has no power over them
to oblige them to pay; {c I took one of the janizaries of the-place, and

paid him the ufual T nbute, and found myfelf at perfe&t liberty to do what
I pleafed.

* A plan of thefe Catacombs A. and a feftion . » EI3° 4 Nugam?u;, % ) rgoocgaav, o xn?rm 7€
¢f them B. may be feen in Plate V. Tt appears  moane & Taar ¥ raTayRyRi, weog Tode TagixHs
that fome of them have been plaifter’d over, and 4y vengdv imiridaas.  Strabo xvii. p. 795.
adorn’d with a fort of cornith in ftucco work. 1 The plan of them in plate V. is marked C.
Some of them had alfo other fmaller cells within  the niches, with pilafters on each fide, are repre-
them at the end or on one fide, which might be fented at D,
for children,
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Ruins to the
weft.

T zpofiris.

T OBSERVATIONS

I had an account from a gentleman who had been about thirty miles
weft of Alexandria, and about two hours fouth of the tower of Arubia,
in a vale to the weft of the lake Mareotis, that he faw under ground a
building fupported by thirty-fix marble pillars: This probably was Tapo-
firis *, faid to be at a diftance from the fea, and this building might be for
the great folemn meeting that was held there; and if fo, 'tis probable

- the tower of Arabia is the old Cynofemn, and the vale above-mention'd

Lake Mare-

otis.

Cana] of
Canopus.

Hippodro-

mus.

Chara&ter of

the Alexan-
drians.

might be what they call Baher-Bellomah, or the fea without water, which
I fhall have occafion to mention.

The great lake Mareotis, which was formerly navigable, is now gene-
rally dry, and has only water in it for fome time after great rains: It is
probable the canals which convey’d the water to it from the Nile, have
been obftrued, and fill'd in fuch a long courfe of time before thofe
canals were made, or if at any time after they were choak’d up, it might
have been a plain, as it is at prefent ; and Pomponius Mela, fpeALmn of
the lake Mceris, by which he feems to mean this great lake as 1 obferve
elfewhere, fays that what is now a lake; was formerly fields *,

The canal of Canopus, which brings the water to Alexandria, would
likewife be ftopped up, if they were not fometimes at great cxpence in
cleaning it, which was done when I was in Egvpt, and the water con-
tinued in it two months longer than it did before it was cleanfed. There
is an opinion that this whole canal was lined with brick ; and ’tis cer-
tain about Alexandria, in fome parts the fides are cafed with ftone, tho’
it might be only fo there, as a quay for the conveniency of unloading the
boats. This canal runs about half a mile fouth of the walls of the old
city, and then turning to the north, near Pompey’s pillar, in that courfe
it runs in under the walls of the city, the bafon of the old lake coming
almoft up to the canal; and about three miles from the town, it turns
to the weft from a northern dire&ion.

The racing place, call’d the Hippodromuss, without the gate of Ca-
nopus, was probably in the plain towards the canal, beyond the high
ground,; where I fuppofe that gate was,

I made fome excurfions to the eaft, to fee what remains there were of
antiquity. In thefe expeditions I often met fome Arabs on horfeback, who
would voluntarily offer to guard me to the gate of the city, in order to
get a {mall gratuity; but when I found out their defign, and was fatisfied
there was no danger, 1 fignified to them that they need not give them-
{felves that trouble, on which they always went quietly away. Thefe
Arabs, when they have any difference with the city, as often happens,
will not permit any body to go out, and in a manner blockade the city.

The people of Alexandria have a very bad charatter, efpecially the mi-
litary men, and among’ them pa.rtlcularly the janizaries: They very well
anfwer the chara@er Cafar * gives of the foldiery of Alexandria in his
time; they raife tumults, plunder, and are often guilty of affaffinations,
and ’tis very difficult to get any juftice of them.

.
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Geing about two miles to the eaft by the canal, I came to a height
to the north of it, on which are feveral ruins that probably are the re-
mains of Eleufs, rmntnond by Strabo as a v1llao'e of Alexandria in this Eleufs,
fituation, near Nzcopohs
Nxcopohs was three miles and three quarters from Alexandria, and Nicopolis,
received its ndme from the vitory Auguftus gain’d there over Antony,
and on that account the place was much improved by him. At the
firft entrance on the height from the plain, I obferved they had been
digging out ftones, wh1ch as they faid, were foundations of a wall ; but
I faw plamly there had been a fmall channel lined with ftone, carrled
along under ground, which probably convey’d the water from the canal
to the refervoir of Nicopolis; which, tho’ it may feem a very great and
extraordinary work, on account of the height of the ground, yet there
are fuch paffages made under ground in Syria to convey the water for
many miles, with piles down at certain diftances, both to bring up the
earth as they made the aquedu&, and alfo to clear it in cafe of any ob-
ftru&tions, as before defcribed, from the canal of Canopus to Alexandria.
Towards the fea, it is an uneven high ground all the way to Nicopolis,
on which there are many ruins; but about the fite of Nicopolis, there are
remains of a very -extraordinary building, which is commonly call’d-the
Theatre, and I imagine to have been fomething in the nature of a. Ro-
man caftrum; ’twas built with an entrance in on every fide, and fix fe-
micircular towers, and a {quare one at each corner, according .to the
plan I have given of it in Plate VI. By the manner in whi¢h the ground
~ Hles, there feems- to have been fome buildings within: It is built of {mall
hewn ftone, there being three teers of brick at the diftance of every four
feet-and a half the mortar is very thick, which made me conje&ure that
it was built towards the time of the lower Empire; the walls are not any
where entire, but could not be lefs than twenty feet high. = ~
About four leagues from Alexandria, is Aboukir, called by Europeans
Bikiere s it is on the weft fide of a wide bay, whlch has to the eaft
that head of land that makes out to the north from Rofetto: Qn this
little capey to the weft of the bay, there is a garrifon'd caftle, and: thips
ride here in tolerable fafety. We were lodged with a Jew, who is vice- Bikiere,
conful to all the tradmg nations of Europe, to aflift the fhipping that
come to anchor there. 'We fent a letter we had to the governor, who
order’d his lieutenant to come to us to offer us his fervice; and this offi-
cer came afterwards, and ferved to us the coffee the governor fent us.
We had feen in the way about two leagues from Alexandria, fuch chan-
nels made of flone near the furface of the ground, as I fuppofed were
made to Nicopolis; by which probably the water of the canal was con-
vey’d to thefe parts. In the way alfo is a {alt lake, the water of which,
they fay, comes by under—ground paflages from the fea, and is much,
falter than the falt lakes, that have no communication with the fea.
A chain of rocks extend above a league from Bikiere to an ifland, which
is about half a mile long, and a furlong wide ; there are remains in it of

2 Ased & 18 Twmodecus denSvn 5 Nundmorls isivy & érlpmoer ¢ 2eBasds Kadrag 7oy vémev. Strabo 1. xvii,
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Tapofiris.

Zephyrium,
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fome under-ground paffages, and of a piece of a ftatue we coniectured
was a Sphynx. 1 obferved alfo that a chain of rocks extended from it
towards Alexandria, fo that probably the fea has gain’d much on the land;
which may be conjeGured not only from this appcarance, but is allo evi-
dent from a view of the fhoar itfelf, where not only many works cut in
the rocks are feen in the {ca, but alfo ruins of antient bmldmvs, and pof
fibly this ifland might formerly be the cape of Tapofiris®, wherc tlth
was alfo a city of that name: This was thought to be the antient ‘Thonis,
faid to be fo called from the King who entertain’d Menclaus and Helen,

About two miles nearer Alexandria, are ruins of an antient temple in
the water: Whether it were the temple of Venus, Arfince of Tapofiris,
or {fome other temple that might be at Zephyrium, mentioned in the way
to Nicopolis, 1 leave the reader to judge; there are pieces of columns in
the water three feet diameter. Ifaw alfo three broken ftatues of Sphynes,
about feven feet long, and three others about tour fect loig, moft of them
of a yellow marble. I took particular notice of the flatuc of a woman
of red granite, twelve feet long, and a block of marble four feet dia-
meter, which feem’d to have been the head of a coloffal ftatue, and many
pieces about it appear'd to be fragments of the fame flatuc; particularly
the hands, which trom the wrift to the knuckles meafured eigl:tcen inches,

- Near this building alfo are other ruins, part of which fecm to have been
a grand portico, there being about it many picces of pillars of grey and
red granite. To the fouth of thele are many red granite pillars, which
from the order they lie in, and the fhape of the ground, feem to have
belong’d to a round temple molft of them are fluted, and three fect three
inches diameter. Several pieces of plain pillars lie tooether two fect dia-
meter ; I conjectured that they might belong to the portico, and that the
fluted pxllars were within the temple. All along the fhoar are many ruins,
and the rocks at the bottom of the fea feem cut out in fuch a manner, as
fhews that there have been great buildings there. They dig wells all a-
bout this thoar, and find water that is very little brackifh, according to
the account that Hirtius © gives of the Alexandrian war; from which one
may conjecture that the water may come not only from the canals, which
fometimes have very little water in them, but alfo from the Nile, which,
it has been found by experience, fills all the fandy foil of Egypt as high as
the level of the waters of that river. 'Tho’ experiments have been made
to prove that frefh water may be found by digging wells on fhoars above
high water mark : And Czfar {feems to have thought that the water came
from the fea. So that it may be doubted whether, fo near the fhoar, the
water comes from the fea or the Nile.

P Sren ydg Tis ranie ye-mfu Jmna 75 e a’iAaysr ¢ Puteis foflis aquam dulcem pofle reperiri af-
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| CHAP. I
From ALEXANDRIA to RoserTo and GrRAND CAIRO.'

A VIN G embark’d at Leghorn on the {eventh of September, one
thoufand {feven hundred thirty-{feven, old ftyle, we arrived at Alex-

andria on the twenty-ninth of the fame month, being only a week in the
voyage, from the time we loft fight of Sicily. On the twenty-fourth of
O&ober, we fet out from Alexandria to Rofetto; and leaving Bikiere on
the left hand about a league, we came to the Madea or ferry, about two Mades.:
leagues from Bikiere. The paflage is over the outlet of a lake that is fup-
pofed to have been the lower part of the Canopic branch of the Nile, as Canopic
this ferry clofe by the fea muft have been the mouth of it Hera- pracy:
cleum ¢ was probably fomewhere near, from which it was alfo call'd the
Heracleotic branch. Canopus © I fuppofe to have been higher up this Canopus.
river, probably about the place where the canal went out of it. . This
place was famous for the diffolute manner in which the Alexandrians di-
verted themfelves there, as well as in many other places along the canal
that led to it: It 1s fa1d to have its name from Canopus, Menelaus’s pilot, .
who died there. On the other fide of this ferry is a cane, where paflen-
gers repofe, and think themfelves fafe from the Arabs, who rarely go to
that fide.. All the country here is a fandy defert; it might be otherwife
~ when this branch of the Nile annually overflowed, but there bemg a ridge
of low fandy bills running from north to fouth near the Nile, it is pofli-
ble that the fruitful foil may have been cover'd with the fand blown: from
thofe hills. It might however be a curious experiment to dig and fee if
any fuch foil is to be found as is ufually brought by the Nile. Theifand
changes fo often, that it would be difficult to find the way, if they had
not built eleven pillars acrofs the plain, w which I conje@ured might bé about
half a mile apart, in order to dire@ the way, which otherwife it would
be difficult to find at fuch times as the wind raifes great clouds of fand,
as it often does in Egypt. At one of thofe pillars an arch is turnedy and
an earthen vafe is placed under it; which, by fome charity, is kept fuﬂ of
Nile water, for the benefit of travellers

In this journey I had the honour to accompany the Englith conful, who
was met. by his vice-conful of Rofetto, as alfo by many of the French a~ -
bove a league from that town. When we were come within the fandy
hills, we were furprized at the fight of a magnificent tent, where a hand-
fome collation was prepared. After this refrefhment, we were all mount-
ed on fine horfes, fent out by the governor of the city, each attended by
a groom on foot, and {o arrived at Rofetto. The next morning the go-
vernor fent a prefent of fheep and fowl to the conful, which I fuppofe
was return’d by fomething of much greater value.

Rofetto is on the weft fide of the branch of the Nile, antlently called Roferto.
Bolbitinum, which Hercdotus fays was made by art. This Town is called
by the Egyptians Rafchid, and is efteem’d one of the moft pleafant places
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- in Egypt; it is near two miles in length, confifting of about two or three

ftreets. It would be carrying conjectures too far to fuppofe that the Mile-

- fians fettled here when firft they arrived in Egypt, as they came into the

- branch of Bolbitinum, went out afterwards eaft of it, and built the wall

- of the Milefians, and at length fettled atNaucratis. Any one that fees

the hills about Rofetto, would judge that they had been the antient bar-
riers of the fea, and conclude that the fea had not loft more ground than

- the fpace between the hills and the water. The fine country of Delta, on

-the other fide of the Nile, and two beautiful iflands a little below the

© town, make the profpe@ very delightful; the country to the north is im-

-proved with moft pleafant gardens of oranges, lemons, and citrons, and
almoft all forts of fruits, with the agreeable variety of groves of palm-
trees, and {mall lakes in different parts; and when the ficlds are green
‘with rice, which is much cultivated here, it adds a great beauty to the

. country, Great part of the land of Rofetto belongs to Mecca, and they

st have a tradition that a relation of Mahomet was there, and lived at a
~.place where they have built a mofque towards the north end of the town.
“They have alfo a notion that if Mecca were taken from them, the devo-
ion of it would be removed to this place. |
.iz""Fhey have here a great manufadlory of ftriped and other coarfe lin-
“mens; - but the chief bufinefs of the place is the carriage of goods between

“titisitown and Cairo; all European merchandizes being brought to this
‘?.,g,te‘?from Alexandria by fea, and loaded on other boats to be carried to
: Ghiro,- as thofe brought from Cairo on the Nile, are here put into large
Tbéatsto be fent to'Alexandria. For this purpofe the Europeans have their
vice-confuls and faors here to tranfa& their bufinefs, and letters are
a2 o hpought regularly from Alexandria by land, to be fent by boats to Cairo,
" -ion the days they fet forwards; but letters of greater confequence, that
-7equire difpatch, are fent by foot meflengers acrofs the deferts direcly to
“#Gairo. Tho’ Rofetto is {o near the fea, yet the water is very good, un-
léfs:when the north wind blows very ftrong, or the Nile is at loweft,
s-then the water is a little brackifh. It is remarkable that the Nile does not
-sife here above three or four feet, becaufe its banks are low, and the
~wyater {preads itfelf all over the country.

Nakedfuns. ‘I faw in Rofetto two of thofe naked faints, who are commonly natural
fools; and are had in great veneration in Egypt; one was a lufty, elderly
man, the other a youth about eighteen years old. As the latter went

~-along the ftreet, I obferved the people kiffed his hand. I was alfo told
~that on Fridays, when the women go to the burial places, they frequently
fit at the entrance of them ; and that they not only kifs their hands, but
fhew them the fame refpe&t that was paid to a certain heathen idol, and

. {eem to expe& the fame kind of advantage fromit. I myfelf faw one of

- thefe faints fitting at a mofque door in the high road without the gates of

- Cairo, with a woman on each fide of him, at the time the caravan was

- going to Mecca, and a multitude of people were paffing by, who are fo
accuftom’d to fuch fights, that they took no notice of it

F Mabveavres ydp xl Yaupriyy tadeorra vave) xdv voudy xaravavpayicartes “Ivagor, mihy Fxvicay
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-] went about two miles north to the caftle of Rofetto on the; weﬁ fde game of
.of ‘the:river; it is a {quare bmldmg, with reund .towers at the corneys; o
. there are port holes near  the bottom of it:d obferved about them. fe-

- weral pieces of yellow marble, many of which bad hieroglyphics on

~them, and might be the pieces of fome broken obelikk. I faw here fe-
veral iron cannon made in the old way, with bars and rings, being +in
two or three pieces, which fit into one another; and three large brafs
cannons. On one were ornaments of Flower de Luces, on the other was
a tree with two letters for the arms. This caftle is built of brick, cafed
with ftone, and is faid to be the work of Keyck Bey, who lived, as I
was inform’d, about three hundred years ago; but I thould rather think
it was built about the time of the holy wars, and that this Bey might
repair it, and make the port holes. A little lower down, on the. other
fide of ‘the river, is a platform of guns, and to the eaft of it are falt
lakes, where they colle® a great quantity of falt. At the mouth of the
river is an ifland of a triangular form, called Latomia, where a channel is Ite Latonia:
mark’d in the draught of it in the fifth plate, it is overflow’d when the
~wind blows from the north weft, and then becomes two iflands;:it is
about a mile in circumference, and there are fandy hillocks from: eaft to
wefl along the middle of it. . To the fouth, the ifland is a fort of morafs,
and to the north it is fandy. Tt s probable this ifland had its name from
the Greeks, on acceunt of the divifion of the water here, by which. two
entrances are made at the mouth of the river. Without the mouth of
_the eaftern channel, are ruins of a caftle at fome dlﬁance, which;- if I

. ‘miftake not; is onan ifland, as reprefented in the map ; it is calbed Btir-

_ glmagefelzareh -Achmed, from -the perfon that built it.. s
- At Rofetto 1 paid 2 vifit to Cofmas, the Greek patriarch of Alem A Turkifs
; ,,dna, whofe ufual refidence is at Cairo. As I was introduced: by -the
‘dragemian; or interpreter from the conful, I had all the honours:dene
me that -are ufual at an eaftern vifit. Flrﬁ a lighted plpc is offet’d,
brought by the fervant to you, then a faucer of fweetmeats:is- carriedia-
bout, and a little in a fmall fpoon given to every perfon. After the.edffee
is ferved;. the fervants bring to every one a bafon of fherbet, with.a hand-
kerchlef on the arm for them to wipe after they have drank ;- and:when
it is time to go away, they fprinkle rofe water on the hands, with which - .=+
- the gueft rubs his face; then the incenfe is brought, which he receives .
leaning-the head forward and holding out his garment on each fide to
_take the fmoak. This compliment is paid only where they would fhew
- a particular regard, and the mafter makes a fign for it, when he thinks
it is time the vifit fhould end, or the gueft offers to go away; which is
never done when the vifiter is much {uperior, till he makes a motion to
- go. In thefe vifits, every thing is done with the greateft decency, and
moft r@found ﬁlence their {laves or fervants ftanding at the bottom of
. the room, with their hands 3omd before them, and with the utmoft at-
. tention watch evcry motion of tnen- mafter, who commands them by
ﬁgns

There 1s great dlﬂiculty in fettlmg the antient branches of the Nile, af-
- ter its divifion into-feven parts, when it runs through that part of Egvpt
which was called Delta, by reafon that many of them have been fifl'd up
‘ for want of being clean’d; and the maps that have been made of thofe
parts
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arts are not intirely to be depended upon. About four le'\gucs north
eaft of Rofetto, is the large lake Brulos, which 1 fup ofe s the extent

‘of the Sebennytic lake, as well as of the lake Butice®, of the anticnts,

About the eaft end of this lake, the Sebennytic branch might empty itfelf
into the fea. In two manufcript maps of Egypt, procured at Venice, and
probably made when the Venetians had fo great an intercourfe with Egypt,
I find a place called Boltin, on this lake, which may be the old Butus,
where there was an oracle of Diana, and on an ifland near it was Her-

‘mopolis, which might be Brulos placed by Sicard in an ifland before this
lake. It may be fuppofed that this lake, which is now of fo great an

extent, takes in all the other lakes mention’d by the antients to the euf?,
and that the {ea breaking in has made this alteration; for tho’ the fea may
have loft juft about the great mouths of the rivers, yet it appears plainly
to have gain’d in other parts.

On the fourth of November I embark’d with the conful for Cairo,
on board a fine galley. They are flat-bottom’d veflels with three mafts;
near half of them being cover'd, they have in them one large handfome
room, and near the ftern a {maller for the women, if there are any on
board. They are made with lattife windows all round, and have f{wivel
cannon faften’d towards the prow. With a good brifk wind, they fail well
againft the current, but when there is little wind, or it is contrary, the
meén draw them up with a cord faften’d to the maft; tho’ if the wind

-is high and contrary, they are obliged to lie by, as they commonly do at

night, efpecially if the Nile is low, when they are in greater danger of
running aground. At fuch times the people divert themfelves in telling
long Arabian flories; and if they are obliged to ftop by day, the boat-
men- frequently pafs away the time in acing fome low farces. The fail-
ing on the Nile is very pleafant; the country on each fide is rich and

~ fruitful, the villages having palm-trees planted round them,. appear like

fo many fine groves, as, when the country is overflown, they look like

- iflands, as they really are: But Egypt appears in greateﬁ beauty in the

Foua.

Naucratis.

" month of December, when it is the middle of the {pring, and the whole
- country is cover'd with green corn and clover, and many plants appear in

full blofiom.
‘We came to Foua, above twenty miles from Rofetto, and almoft op-
pofite to a canal, WhICh I fuppofe, was the antient continuation of

- the Canopic branch This canal, they ‘told me, communicated with

the canal of Alexandria, and is probably that which was navigated when
the trade was carried on this way to Alexandria, at which time the Eu-
ropean fadors lived at Foua; but the boats havmor been often robbed by
the Arabs, they were obliged to make ufe of thls conveyance by fea, and
removed to Rofetto about fifty or fixty years ago. It is probable that
Naucratis ' was about this place, which was built by the Milefians, and
was afterwards made the great mart for all foreign goods, the fhips being
obliged to bring them to this place; or, if they were put into any other
port, and could not conveniently come to this city, they were obliged
to fend them round by boats, fo that it muft have been a very confide-

8 Merd Je 70 -rwv Miayeiwy 7a,¢@a ¢ 'ro ZiCevyu- LBy apisepl 8% iy 16 Aldva im) pir 18 worapud
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rable city . Ten miles to the eaft of this branch of the Nile was Sais !, Seis
fuppofed by fome to be the Sin of the fcriptures. Herodotus ™ gives .an

extraordinary account of a room cut out of one ftone, that was placed be-
fore the temple of Minerva in this city; it was on the outfide twenty-one
cubits long, fourteén broad, and eight high, and within above eighteen.
long, twelve broad, and five hwh two thoufand men were employ’d
three years in br‘nomg it down by water from Elphantine at the catara&,,
being probably cut out of one of the iflands there. Near Sais was the
‘afylum of Ofiris, where it was the common opinion Ofiris was buried ;.
Ifss having deponted feveral coffins in different places, that Typhon mlght
not find out his body, according to the Egyptian mythology.

About a quarter of the way to Cairo, is the fepulchre of Sherk Ahmed
Bedoui, who was the fon of one of Mahomet’s uncles ; and here fome of
the common people fay the pﬂgumage of devotion would be made, in.
cale Mecca were taken from them.
wind, we went to {ee the governor of the place, who offer’d us Coffee;
and when we came away, he fent after us a fmall prefent of fifty eggs
as a compliment, and a mark of his refpe@®. In this country I faw the.
way of making Indigo blue, with an herb called Nil. We arrived at Ou-,
arden and went to fee the governor, who would have entertain’d us, and_
fent a prefent of a hundred eggs and a lamb, and afterwards came on,
horfeback to the boat, and return’d the vifit; and having the ufual ho-
nours done him on that occafion, it was fignified by the conful’s people
that wine would be an acceptable prefent to him, which accordingly was.
fent after it was dark, not to give umbrage to confcientious muffulmen.

The defert of famt Macarius is about a fmall day’s Journey weft of Deferts of
this town, where there are four Copti convents, to which there is a great 5 Mectis
refort by the Copti Chriftians ; and in order to go, they commonly land
here. Beyond thefe convents are the lakes of Natron®, and the fea.Lakesof
‘without water,. as they call it, in Arabic, Baher-Bellomah, where they find Newon.
cagle ftones ; and the rocks are in fuch fhapes, that they may give, the
commnion people occafion to fay there are petrzﬁed thips in this place.v It
feems to have been an antient communication from the lake Mareotis to.
the lake Meeris: I was inform’d that about thefe convents there are a great.
number of wild boars. The night before we finifh’d our voyage, was
{pent in mirth and ﬁrmg of cannon, on our friends comiing out to meet
us. The next evening we ¢ame to the village of Hele, near Cairo, which.
feems to be fome remains of the name of the antient Helxopohs, that .
was about five miles diftant. On the morning of the eleventh of No-
vember, a great number of people came out to meet the conful who,
mounted ona fine horfe, was preceded by fix janizaries; and, according

to an eaﬁern cuftom of ftate, a man went before and fprmkled water on Arrival ag
Cairo.
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the ground to lay the duft. In this manner he enter'd the city, follow'd
by his friends and dependants on humble affes; no Chriftian, except the
conful, being allow’d to ride on a horfe in the city.

CHAP IL

Between DamMiaTa and Granp CAalRro.

H O I did not make a voyage on the eaftern branch of the Nile,

till I left Grand Cairo to go out of Egypt taking the fame way
again on my return into Egypt, yet I choofc, in this plau to finith my
account of Dclta, and the country about it

The Bubaftic and the Pelufiac branches are the fame ; Ptolemy calls it
the Bubaftic branch below Bufiris, which is fuppofed to have been at
Baalbait, to the north eaft of Mattalla; fo that the Tanitic branch muft
have gone out of the Bubaftic ftill lower, and I fuppo e 1t was at the
river that runs north of Manfoura, and that this river was the continua-
tion of the Pelufiac branch, going on asI have mark’d it in the map;
but being obftru@ed, the waters feem to have made their courfe chiefly
by the Tanitic bmnch which runs now by Damiata, and partly by. a
{maller channel to the caft of it ?,

The country from Damiata to Gaza is inhabited chiefly by Arabs,
who are under no regular government. The river, or torrent of Egypt
{feems, without any dlfpute, to be the rivulet near Rhinocorura ¢ I {up-
pofe that the {fea has gain’d on the lake Sirbonis, there being no account
to be had of it; ’tis not improbable that the rocks about this place were
the antient barriers between the fea and the lake; the poets feign that
Typhon lay under it.  Either this lake had the fame propertics as the
dead fea, or Strabo, by miftake, has applied them to it”) Ncar it was
Mount Caffius®, defcribed as a fandy hill running out into the fca, which
{feems to be the place now called Tenere by mariners. At the foot of it,
in the town, was a temple to Jupiter Caflius; and Pompey being mur-
der’d near, was buried on this hill.
 The great lake called Menzale, between the antient Pelufium and Da-
miata, feems to be made by the {ea on thefe low and marfhy grounds,
which were formerly overﬂowd by the Nile*. This lake abounds in fea
fith, and greatr quantities are brought to Damiata, efpecially a fort of mul-
lets, the roes of which, when cured they call Botargo; and when they
would preferve them in the beft manner, they dip them in wax, and
carry them not only all over Turkey, but al to many parts of Chriften-
dom. Pelufium is thought by fome to be Sin; but it is doubted whether
it was this city or Sais. Twelve miles from Pelufium was Migdol, men-
tion'd by Jeremiah, and famous for the defeat of the Syrians, by Neco
King of Egypt.

-

“? See c“ocraphxcal differtation. avu&'ga;, Sxg 10 l'Io,mrns T3 Muyvg a'.uua KETdL ;5 Aslg
1 See geographical differtation on this fubject. isw tsgavKowxx Strabo L. xvi. p. 760
r See Surabo xvi. p.763. ' Te weos 7@ Myrgain 6aea3ga, 3 a'fm o a’ae-

14
S 'Es) d% 7o Kdawov, Swadns vis AQos angarnoidlay ey eopuivos Néines Quces wolhwy 2 Erwiiy Cviww Taw

womwr, Strabo 1, xvi. p. 700,
The



ON EGYPT. : | 19

The road for fhipping to ride in at this mouth of the Nile, is. about Roid of
two leagues from the land, and very dancerous ; infomuch that when 2™
the wind is high, they are often obliged to {lip their cables and go to fea.

For feven or eight leagues from the land, they know by the {founding
lummet if they are near Egypt; as within that diftance it brings up the
black, flimy mud of the Nile, that fettles at the bottom of the {ea, which
is often of great ufe in navigation, the low land of this country not being
feen afar off, . :

There are two bars of fand at the mouth of the river, which make Moun of
the entrance very difficult, even for {mall boats; notW1thf’cand1ng veflels ornch
of thlrty or Iorty tun watch their fit opportum*xes to come in unloaded,
and are laid up at the town during the winter feafon, or when they have
no bufinefs. As the pecple here are very abfolute, {o in- orderto encou-
rage the navigation of their own boats, they will not permit any fhip-
boats to come to the town; and all the goods are carried out in {mall
boats, two leagues to {fea to the fhipping. On the fandy point, to the
weft of the entrance, above a quarter of a mile from the end of it, isa
{mall round caftle, a'ld a mile hxgher on the other fide, at lfhbely Borge
where the cuftom-houfe is kept, is a ruin'd caftle of brick, faid to be
built by Lewis the ninth of France, and hxgher il on the other fide,

a {mall o&tagon caftle and platform, which are likewife of brick.

Damiata is fituated on the eaft fide of the Nile, four or five ,tmles Darniata.
from the mouth of the river; the lake Menzale, as well as I could be
“inform’d, comes within two or three miles of it: And on the weft fide,
between the river and the fea, is a narrow tra& of land that is not a
mile broad, it will hardly be thought that Damiata could be faid to be
but a mile from the fea in this refped, as fome authors of the middle
ages feem to defcribe it, who fay alfo that it was a fea-port town, as it
may indeed be call'd at prefent, being the harbour for boats and {mall -
thips ; tho’ it is poflible this miftake may have rifen from the caftle I
have mention’d (where there is a Cuﬁom—boufe} bemg confider'd as the
port of Damiata, where there are great ruins of houfes, and might be
near a mile from the fea feveral hundred years paft. At the north end of
Damiata, there is a very fine large round tower, built: of hewn flone,
which might be the work of the Mamalukes, after they recoverd Da-
miata from the Chriftians. The town is large, but moft of it ill built,
being chiefly inhabited by fithermen and janizaries. I {aw fome water a-
bout two miles eaft of the town, with land to the north of. it, which, as
‘well as 1 could be inform’d, is the great lake Menzale, for travellers can
take no journies into this country to make obfervations ; for, befides the
rogues that are without, the people of Damiata themfelves are the very
worft people in all Tur&ey, and a ftranger cannot fo much as go into the
freets of the town that are not ufually frequented by them, without be-
ing infulted. They have a particular averfion to Europeans, which feems
to be handed down to them from their forefathers, and to be occafion’d
by the holy war; the chief {cene of which, in Egypt, was about Damiata,
which was taken by the Chriftians: And when' Lewis the ninth was made
prifener, it was furrender d to the Egyptians as a part of his ranfom. No
perfons muft appear here in the European drefs; and as a Chriftian is
known by his mein, no ftrangers dare go out of ‘the frects they are ufed

to
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to frequent. I myfelf was two or three times infulted, and having the

- black fafh round my turbant, which janizaries often wear, one of them

who paffed by pull'd it from my head, which put a ftop to my walks into
the town. They have alfo traditions, that perfons employ’d as European
confuls have been maflacred, and others obliged to leave the place. There
is a remarkable inftance of their villany and cunning. They have a ftrict
law againft taking away cables and anchors, which are left by the fhips
that are drove away by ftrefs of weather, and yet there are not wanting
fome even of top reputation among them, who employ their own people
to rob, and then negotiate with the captains for money to have them
reftored out of the hands of thofe, they pretend they dare not difcover:
And as no fhip-boats can come to the town, if any perfon of influence
has any demand on the captains of fhips, which they cannot come at any
other way, it has been known that-they have ftopped them in the town,
by contriving that none of the boats fhould be permitted to carry them
off.

The great trade here is an export of rice and coffee to all parts of
Turkey, and of the former a counterband trade to Europe, which has
been the caufe of tumults againft the Chriftians: They have alfo an im-
port of tobacco from Latichea, and of foap from the coafts of Syria.

Going from Damiata to Cairo, we paffed by the large city of Man-
foura, on the eaft fide of the Nile: This I conje&ure might be Tanis +,
the Zoan of {cripture. Some travellers mention ruins {ix or feven leagues
off, called Themafe, which may be the fame that Sicard calls Balbeis, and
probably is the antient little Heracleopolis, which was capital of a pro-
vince. Near Manfoura, the Chriftian forces of the holy war were twice
defeated ; in the firft a&ion the earl of Artois was drowned, and the brave
earl of Salifbury died fighting on his knees; all the forces being cut to
pieces, The French engaging afterwards with Lewis the ninth at their
head, the King was taken prifoner, and Damiata, among other things,
was given for his ranfom. ‘The canal that runs north of the town, falls
into the lake Menzale, and the fouth end of it feems to be part of the
Pelufiac branch, as it is, without doubt, the river Tafnes, mention’d by
the hiftorians of the holy war; which feems to have its name from
Daphne near Pelufium, by which, I fuppofe it formerly ran; that town
being fuppofed to be Tah anhes of the {criptures.

Nothing can be 1mag1ned more beautiful than the country on each fide

of the river, the villages are very thick, and have pleafant groves of palm-

trees about them, the country exceeding rich, and when it is green in the
{pring feafon, and many things appear in bloflom, it has a moft delight-
ful afped, far exceeding the country which is on the other branch of

the Nile. We flopped at the port of great Mahalla on the weft, and rid

on hired affes about four miles to the c1ty, which is fituated between two

anals; itis a large city, tolerably well built of brick, and is the capital of -
fhe province of Garbieh, where a fanjack or bey reﬁdes, and a detach-
ment from each of the feven military bodies, with its fardar or captain.
There are about five hundred Copti Chriftians in the town, who have a
poor little church, I was recommended here to a merchant, who I think,

T ‘O Tavitns vouis, % winig év dvrq peydry Tans. Strabo L. xvii. p. 8oz,
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ON EGYPT. o3
was a native of the parts towards Morocco; and, tho' he had beén four-
teen times at Mecca, was a very honeft and worthy muffulman ; he gave
me a man that fpoke the Lingua Franca, (a corrupt Italian ufed in the
eaft) to go along with me wherever I pleafed and a very good apart-
ment in a cane that belong’d to him; he fent us a very handfome col-
lation in the morning, when I firft tafted the butter of Egypt in the
month of December, in its greateft perfeGtion, which is very delicate.
At night we were ferved with a very plentiful fupper, and he came to us
towards the latter end of it, but would not eat; which is the cuftom in
the eaft, if they come to you at all whilft at table, which they rarely do,
unlefs they attend on perfons of very fuperior rank.

The next day I fet out for Baalbait, four or five miles to thé north s
eaft; it is fituated about a furlong to the eaft of the canal Thabanea, part Bulris.
of which I take to be the antient Mendefian branch of the Nile ; but I
fuppofe that the Bufiritic canal pafling by Baalbait, in the way to the
Phatnitie branch, a canal was after cut from it fo the Mendefian river,
which was further to the north, as may be feen in the map of Egypt;
and this probably is that canal Wh1ch now makes part of the canal Tha-
banea, The village of Baalbait is one of thefe artificial heights, on
which probably Bufiris was built; which is thought to have been in this
place, being defcribed as in the middle of Delta, and was famous for a
large temple dedicated to Ifis’, there being great remains of a temple here,
the moft coftly in its materials of any in Egypt; it is built of granite, and
appears by the hieroglyphics and capitals of the pillars, to have been a temple
of Ifis; the ruins of it are on the low ground to the fouth eaft *, As
‘well as I could trace out the foundation, it feem’d to have been about
‘two hundred feet long, and 2 hundred feet broad, for it is all a confufed
heap of ruins. At about one hundred feet d1Pcance is a mound raifed.
round it, as to keep out the Nile, with an entrance on each fide; the
walls of the temple {eem to have been ten feet thick, and to be buﬂt on
the outfide with grey granite, in very {fmall fpecks, with fome mixture of
red. The infide was built of fine red granite. Meafuring the flones, I
found moft of them were ten feet long, and five feet deep and broad;
the pillars, all broke to pieces, were four feet diameter, of red granite, the‘
 capital being the head of Ifis, as number thirteen, in the fourth plate of
the Egyptmn architetture, They are every day deftroying thefe fine mor-
fels of Egyptian antiquity ; and I faw fome of the pillars hewn into mill-
ftones. 1 conjeured that there might have been four rows of twelve
pillars each in the temple; but what commanded our attention ftill more,
was the exquifite {culpture of the hieroglyphics ; and tho’ the figures,
about four feet high, are in the Egyptian tafte; yet there is fomething fo
fine, fo divine, in a manner, in the mein of the deities and priefts, that
it far exceeds any thing I ever faw in this way. I obferved feveral pieces
of very fine and uncommon marbles, which probably are the remains of
flatues that adorn’d the temple,

- Returning to the boat, and going on towards Cairo, we paffed by Se-

" Bicigay winy ... .2 & TauTy ya&g d -n; WA * As may be feen in the fixth plate, reprefent-
is) péyssor Ias@ igdv, idpuras & 4 wins avry vis  ed as it is fituated with regard to the village of
A;}zu-ﬂs &y iy 18 AfdTa. Hered. 1. 2. ¢ 59. Baalbait.
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menud, on the weft, and foon after Aboufir, two confiderable towns;
the former does not feem to be Sebennytus, capital of the upper pro-
vince of this name, which ought to be look’d for on the Scbennytic
branch.

The canal between Efhbou and Motrody, might be the canal of the
Kings to the Red fea ; and if {o, Phacufa muft have been here, at which
place this canal began from the Pelufiac branch. This great work was
undertaken by Sefloftris King of Egypt, probably carried on by Neco®,
one of his fucceflors, and afterwards by Darius, and finifh’d by Ptolemy
the fecond of that name, King of Egypt, in fuch manner as that they
could let in the water at pleafure ; the work having before been left un-
finih’d, out of an opinion that the Red {ea was higher than the land of
Egypt, and confequently, if this canal was open’d, might drown the coun-
try, or at leaft {poil the waters of the Nile.

Further on the eaft fide, we came to Benalhaflar, where there are great
marks of an antient city to the north of the village; two bafins, as of
fmall lakes, divided bya broad mound, are encompaflfed with high ground,

“that feems to have been raifed by art, probably out of thofe hollows to

Bubaftus.

build the city on, fo as to be defended againft the overflowing of the
Nile; the whole feems to be about two miles in compafs. This might
be the antient Bubaftus, thought to be Phibefeth of the fcripture.

It very well anfwers to the defcription Herodotus ¥ gives of it, and the
temple he mentions might be on the high ground between the two ba-
fins which, from Herodotus’s account, feem formerly to have been open
to the river, and the ground of the city being raifed by art, the temple
remain’d in the middle, as it was at firft; on a ground not fo high, tho’ it

- might have been raifed above the other ground: The whole is about a

Onias.

mile long, and half a mile broad, and the mounds about a furlong wide ;
on each of which they probably had three fireets. This temple was de-
dicated to Diana, who in the Egyptian .language was called Bubattis,
and from the worfhip of her this city had its name. For a view of what
remains, and the village Benalhafiar, {ce plate VL.

Higher on the river was Onias, a town which had its name from a
Hebrew prieft, who had obtain’d it of a King of Egypt, and built a tem-
ple there in oppofition to that of Jerufalem, of which Jofephus gives a

very full account ; by which it appears from the words of Ptolemy’s grant, -

that it was before called Leontopolis, in this province of Heliopolis, and
that there was a ruin'd temple there dedicated to rural Bubaftis, or
Diana. :
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Ultra deterruit inundationis metus, excelfiore tri-
bus cubitis Rubro mari comperto.  Aliqui non
eam afferunt caufam, {ed ne immiffo mari, cor-
rumperentur aquae Nili, quz fola potus prabet.
Plin. Nat. ij L 6. c.29.

W Manise v &v BsCdsi monis ey wddy, iv T %
Igo'v s+ Bubdsiog, &c, Herod, 1, i, p. 137.

We



V]I.p. 29.

Hanc Charographicam \
Agri Dionis \
DE GRAND CAIRO
(omprehenso sttu
URBIS MEMPHITICAE
Branobdi vire

D.D. Gultelmo Comiti e Strafford
Vicecomiti /e Wentworth ¢¢ Stainbarough (§

. Embabed

1, Heliopolis
JﬁﬁDgxetEﬂmq s.

b

- s Maharoush
] o

Birk el Omar

e

5

Zinaing

2 -
Gl
[ ol

B Al Catn Gelphi L

NN
A T
N ", . = 3 ) g R =
d =z, N M - Ve - AENENAN
N

 Milhares Tk,

ey e Ay

41

Mokanan §
Memphbis.
Moph 8.5,




ON EGYPT. 25
We paffed the Delta, and failed up the Nile towards Cairo, where it

runs in one ftream.  To the eaft of the river about a league, was the antient

city of Heliopolis, which is On of the fcriptures, and is now call’d Hefiopolis
Matarea ; it was a city of great antiquity, and famous for the worfhip of
the fun”. They worfhipped alfo a bull they kept here under the name
of Mnevis; as they adored that animal at Memphis, by the name of Apis.
The account of the firft foundation of it by A&is 7, the fon of Rhoda and
the fun, and that he taught them aftronomy, muft be look’d on as a
fabulous account. The fmall remains of this city are to the north north
eaft of Cairo, which are reprefented in the fixth plate. A large mound
encompalfies the whole ; the antient fite being about half a mile broad,
and a mile long. At the fouth end are two entrances, and at the weft a
large one, whr‘l might have been the antient way to the temple, for near
it are ruins of a fphynx of a bright fpangling yellow marble; it is about
two and twenty feet in length, the ear is two feet long, and the head four
feet broad ; it has fuch a tutulus or ornament on each fide of the head,
charmelled as the great {phynx at the pyramids has, with which the
fphynx is commonly reprefented ; this is mark’d A. Near it is a piece of
the fame ftone, with hieroglyphics cut on it.  Sixteen paces to the north,
are feveral ﬁones that feem to be the ruins of another {phynx; to the
eaft are fome others that might be part of two other {fphynxes, and a large
flone fix feet long and three feet broad, adorn’d with hieroglyphics on
one fide. There is an obelik remaining, mark’d B. almoft oppofite to
the gate, but a little more to the fouth, as there doubtlefs was another to
the north. I found by the quadrant that it was fixty-feven feet and a half
high, fo that fuppofing it to be one of the four ereted by Sochis, which
were {eventy feet high, and allowing three feet for the: depth of the
plinth it was let into, the ground has rifen feven feet and a half. This
obelifk is fix feet wide to the north and fouth, and fix feet four inches to
the eaft and weft, and it is difcolour’d by the water to the height of near
feven feet. It is well preferved, except that on the weft fide it is fcaled
‘away for about fifteen feet high. To the north of this obelifk, and of
the place where the other may be fuppofed to have food, the ground is
very much raifed ; on which the antient city might be buile. . To the
fouth of the weft entrance, the earth has been dug away, and I faw a
rufticated wall three feet eight inches thick, built with two rows of ftone
in breadth, clamped together with irons,

Sultan Selim encamped his army in this place when he came to be-
fiege Cairo, and there are great mounds raifed all round, of very large
unburnt br1ck and alfo a rampart to the eaft of the obehfk as repre-
fented in the drawing. There is a tradition that Sultan Selim caufed the
fphynx I have mention’d to be blown up. * The priefts of Heliopolis were
the moft famous of all bgypt for the ftudy of philofophy and aftronomy,
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and were the firft that computed time by years, each of three Luindred
and fixty-five days. They had here a fort of college, confifting of a great
number of rooms. Herodotus came to this place to be inftructed in the
learning of the Egyptians, and Strabo, when he came to the city, wasthewn
the apartments of Plato and Eudoxus; the latter was a great aftrono-
mer, and they ftudied here together for thirteen years; a famous obfer-
vatory near Heliopolis had its name from Eudoxus*, oppofite to which,
on the other fide of the Nile, where it divides, was the city of Cercefura;
but all this learning, the fame author gives an account, was no more at
Heliopolis in his time. |

The village of Matarea is a little to the fouth of the defcribed enclo-
fure. What it is very remarkable for, as well as the country two miles
farther fouth, is the excellent water that is always found here on digging
about four feet deep ; it is faid to be lighter than the Nile water, and that
digging nearer the river, they muft go deeper to find the {prings, where
the ground may be higher. It is certain that all over the land of Egypt,
if they dig down lower than the furface of the Nile, they find water,
tho’ the foil being moftly falt, it makes the water brackifth; but itis pro-
bable that there happens to be herea vein of earth that is free from falt, -
and ferves as a ftrainer, that makes the waters of the Nile purer than
they are in its own bed.

The Chriftians of the country have a tradition that the holy family lay
hid here for fome time when they came into Egypt, and add that a tree
open’d and became hollow to receive and fhelter them from fome bad
people. The Coptis pretend to thew the very tree which is hollow, and
of the {ort they call Pharaoh’s fig, or the {ycamore, and take away pieces
of it as relicks; but the Romans fay that the old tree fell down and
was carried away by the monks of the convent belonging to Jerufalem.

They fhew here a field they call the Balfam Garden, where they fay
the trees grew of which they made the balm of Gilead ; and there is fome
account that Cleopatra, relying on the favour of Antony, removed thofe
trees from the holy land ®) contrary to the inclination of Herod ; and
that from this place they were tranfplanted to the country beyond
Mecca.

_There is great reafon to think that the country about Heliopolis is the
land of Gofhen, which is called alfo Ramefes in fcripture, efpecially as
the children of Ifracl went by Ramefes the firft flation on their departure
from Egypt; this country being near Memphis, where it is probable
Pharaoh refided at that time,
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CHAP. IV.
Of Granp CailRro.

% L. D Cairo feems to have fucceeded to the town and fortrefs of Ba: 04 Cairo.
bylon, which I imagine to have been on Mount Jehufi, at the 7™

fouth end of old Cairo; from the north end of which the foot of the
hill makes out to the river, anf{wering the defcription, that by the foot of
the hill which came to the river, they raifed the water up to the heicht;
about which a hundred and fifty men were conftantly employ’d, who, it
is to be fuppofed, work’d at the machines for that purpofe. There is
a Way to the fouth, which feems to have been open’d through this height;
and tho' this and fome other high grounds near, look very much like
heaps raifed by throwing out the rubbith of the city, yet it is very pro-
bable that from the height they m1ght carry their dung, and throw it
down on e_ach fide of this foot of the hill to raife it higher, and make
this fortrefs the more inacceflible *, It is more probable alfo that Baby-
lon was here, becaufe it is diredly oppoﬁfc to the pyramids, as defcribed
by the antient geocrup_ﬂ_eh, and very near the Nile ; whereas the caftle of
Cairo is a mile from the Nile, and it is a plain ground almoft all the way
to the river. © Some captives from Babylon, on the Euphrates, having
efcaped, fled to this hill, made excurfions, and plunderd the country; .
~ but obtaining a pardon and fubmitting to the government, they had

this place given them to inhabit, and call'd it Babylon from their own

city. - '

}é}n the top of the hill is the uninhabited convent of St. Michael ;
to which a prieft goes every funday to officiate. The town of Babylon,
probably in time, extended down to the plain ; for to the north of that part
of the hill which fets cut towards the river, are remains. of a very ex- Catle Kie-
tenfive huilding, which I conje@ure might be a fort of caftrum for the™"
Roman legion which was at Babylon °. It is call’d Cafr Kieman °, caftle
“Kieman, and is exa&ly of the fame manner of architefture, as.the build-

% Beyond this height are three or four old
Copti convents uninhabited, to which the priefts
go to officiate. The hill Jehufi runs fo as to
make a {mall femicircle, about the middle of
which there is a way -up by an eafy afcent, by
which alfo the water might be raifed, that might
enter to the very foot of the hill, as it does at
prefent by a°fmall caral: And there being a paf-
fage between the hills to the fouth towards Al-
Bafctm, a larger canal runs there from the fouth
of Saroneby, and wiaters all that country.
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It appears from Diodorus Siculus, that the
founders of Babylon were the captives taken by
Sefoftris, or their defcendants 3 tho’ there was an-
other account which he does not feem to credit,
that it was built by fome Babylonians, who came
Jofephus feems to
fay that this city was not built dll the time of
Cambyfes.

¢ See the quotation out of Strabo in note c.

¢ It is poflible the foldiers quarter’d here might
be call’d the archers, and that from thence it
might have its name ; Kieman, in the Arabic
language, fignifying the fign Sagittarius. I found
fome called this place Cairkefhemeh.

H ing

Strabo 1. xvit, .
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ing defcribed at Nicopolis, the walls being built of fmall hewn flone, and
at the diftance of every four foot, are three layers of brick; the plan of
it, A, and an upright of the front, B, are in plate IX. The two large
round towers, c,c, are a very particular fort of building; of onc of thefe
I have given a plan, C, as it 1s in two ftories, This tower is now forty

feet hwh the other much higher ; but as it is converted into a Greck

Mefr
Fofthath.

Cairo Caher.

Kebafeh.
0ld Cairo,

Granaries, -

nunnery, the infide is very much alter'd ; on the third ftory is a room,
the cicling of which is fupported by eight Corinthian piilars; and at pre-
{ent there is a well down from the middle of the room : All the doors
and windows of the whole building are arched at top. This caftle is in-
habited by Chriftians, fo that there are feveral churches in it; and as it
is in a very ruinous condition, it has been often the refuge for {ugitives
in the time of public infurrections. The building in many parts; is in-
tirely deftroy’d, and they carry away the ftones to build.

The city of Grand Cairo has been much magnified as to its extent, and
the number of its inhabitants; it confifts now of three towns or cities a
mile apart, thatis old Cairo, Cairo properly fo call'd, and the port call'd
Bulac. The antient city which {eems to have fucceeded to Babylon, and
was built near it, was call’ld Mefr, the old name of Egypt; it had alfo
the name of Foithath’, becaufe Amrou-Ben-As pitch’d his tent there
when he beficged Babylon. From this, that part which was afterwards
built on had its name, which it might after communicate to the whole
town. The prefent great city of Calro, which was called by the Arabs
Caher, accordmg to their hiftorians, was built by a general of the firft
Calif of the Fathmites, in the year nine hundred and feventy-three of
Chrift. It is faid Saladm built walls round both thefe cities.

A third city was built between the old and new cities call’d Kebafeh
which has been fince deftroy’d, and the ruins of it are now feen .

~Gize has been mention’d as a city adjoyning, and alfo Roida in the ifland

I {hall fpeak of.

Old Cairo is reduced to a very fmall compals, and is not above two
miles round ; it is the port for the boats that come from upper Eg gypt:
Some of the Beys have a fort of country houfes here, to which they retire
at the time of the high Nile. |

In old Cairo are the granaries commonly calld Jofephs; a plan
of which may be feen in the ninth plate, D. They are only fquare.
courts encompafled with walls about fifteen feet high, flrengthen’d
with femicircular buttreffes ; they feem ongmally to have been built
of flone, but now a great part of them is of brick. Thefe courts are
ali’d Wlth corn, leaving only room to enter at the door; the grain is
coverd over Wlth matting, and there is a {light fence inade  round
the top of the walls of canes, which I imagined were defign’d in order
to difcover if any people have got over the walls: The locks of the dcors
alfo are cover’d over with clay, and fealed. As the birds fometimes get
to the corn, fo the keepers of the granaries are allow’d a certain quan-

f Fofthath, in the old Arabic, fignifies a tent. and the Turkifh word at prefent is Sehir, tho”
8 Among the feveral interpretations of this poffibly it may have its name from Caherah, which
word Caher, the moft natural feems to be that fignifies victorious.
they fignified by it the city ; Caer, or fomething + See Bibliotheque Oriental D’Herbelot, under
like it, in many old languages, fignifying a city; Mefr and Caherah,

tity
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ON EGYPT * 35
.tity on that account. They fay there were feven of thefe granaries; and
there are remains of fome of them turn’d to other ufes, this being the
only one now ufed for corn, which is what is brought down from upper
E'ﬂ’p; for the ufe of the foldiers, and difiributed out to them as part of
their pay, and they ufually fell it: Six yards of this granary were full of |
wheat, and one of barley for the horfe.

At the nerth end of old Cairo is the building for ralﬁng the water of Aquedut.
the Nile to the aguedud; it is a very magnificent plain fabric, faid to be
ere&ted by Campien, the immediate predeceflor of the laft of the Mama-
luke Kings; it is a hexagon building, each fide being between eighty and
nincty feet long, and about as many high ; the afcent to it on the outfide is
very eafy for the oxen to go up, that turn the Perfian wheels to raife the
water to the top of it. The water comes into the refervoir below by a
channel from the Nile; but when the Nile is low, it comes intc a lower
refervoir, from which it is drawn into the other by another wheel : From
this it is convey’d up about a hundred feet by five oxen, to as many
wheels above, as in pla.te X. a, are the wells by which the water is drawn
up; b, are the lefier bafins by which it runs into the great bafin; c, the
refervoxr at top, from whence it goes by the canal, d, to the aquedu
which 1s reg‘reﬂntcd with the upright of this buﬂdmg Five oxen turn
as many wheels on the top of the building, by which the water is drawn
up in the vafes fix'd to the cords that turn on the wheels, and from the
top of them emptying themfelves into the bafins under ; from thence the
water runs into the baﬁns, b, by canals made for that purpofe.

The agquedu& itfelf is very grand, in the ruftic fiyle, the arches and
peers are of different dimenfions; but the former are moftly from ten to
fifteen feet wide, and the peers about ten fest : In fome parts, a plain
wall is built for {feveral feet without arches; I number’d two hundred and
eighty-nine arches, tho’ others mention a greater number, fome near three Canal of
hundred and twenty. The arches are low towards the caftle hill, where rajan:.
thé ground is higher, and the water running into a refervoir is saifed up
to the caftle by ievezdl wheels one over another.

Oppofite to this refervoir of water at the Nile, is the cans;l that con-
veys the water to Cairo, and feems to be that which was made by Trajan:

Near the mouth of it they perform the ceremony of cutting or opening the

canal, by breaking down a mound they make acrofs it every year. This

is done with great rejoycing, when the Nile is at a certain height; and as

there is a tradition that they formerly facrificed a virgin every year when

they perform’d this ceremony, fo 1 was fthewn a {ort of pillar of earth, with Copi
grafs growmfr on it, which when the canal is open’d, if I miftake not, is churches.
adorn’d with flowers; and when the Nile is let in, is wafh'd away in lieu

of the damiel t‘bey ufed to offer to the river God.

There are about twelve churches belonging to the Coptis in old Cairo,
moflly in one quarter of the town, inhabited by Chriftians: They have
churches zifo in Cairo, one of which belongs to the Patriarch ; but his
proper church feems to be St. Macarius’s in old Cairo, where he 1s eleGed -
and enthroned ; this is in the fireet of the Patriarch. In.the church of
St. Barbara, ghey fay they have her head, and fome other relicks. Moft
of the churches have old ones under them ; and they fay the Holy Family
was in the lowgr church dedicated to St Sergms where there are {fome

paintings

3
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paintings relating to that fub|gé‘t Thefe churches generally confifi of
nave, and two 1ﬂes, with gal eries over the ifles fup )o;tcd lv bitlars, and
adomd with columns in the front that {fupport the roof. 'i’l:c part of
the altar is {eparated b; a partition that is ofien finely adorn’d wih carv-
ing, and mlaud with 1 ivory and tortoife {hell. In the church of st (,Low
of the Greeks, they fay they have the arm of that faint; thev thewed me
a pillar, to which an iron collar, witha chain is fix'd; and thu,f fay mad
people confined in it for three days, certainly rccover. ‘They inform’d
me that the Turks often try this experiment, and having a great vencra-
tion for the faint, frequently come and fay their prayers here on frida Ly,

There is alfo af)na(roguc faid to have been built about fixteen hun-

-dred years ago, in the manner it now is, which is much like the churches.

They fay the prophet Jeremiah was on the very {rot where they vloally
read the law; but that now no one enters irto that part, cut of 1everence,
I faw there two antient manufcrlpts of the law; and they pretend to have
a manufcnft of the Bible, writ by Ezra, who they fay, out of refpect
omitting to write the name of God, found it writ throughout the next
day after it was finifh’d: They hold it fo facred, that it is not permitted
that any one fhould touch it; and they fay the book is in a niche about ten
feet high, before which a curtain is drawn, and lamps are kept always
burmng before it.

Towards the back part of the town is the ftrect of the Patriarch.
Here are two churches, one of which is St. Macarius’s, wiiere the Patriarch
is ele¢ted, and a houfe witha chapel belonging to the Patriarch, which
probably is on the fite of the anticnt Patriarchal palace; for, W}*en the
Patriarchs firft removed from Alexandria, it is probatle they took up their
refidence in old Cairo, and had their church and houfe there; but as
that place became lefs frequented, and not fo fafe, they mlghc remove
into Cairo. The Francifcans belonging to the convent of Jerufalem, have

~a very neat {mall convent or hofpitium in old Cairo, where two or three

of them generally live.

The mofque Amrah, to the north eaft of old Cuiro, is faid to have
been a church; there are in it near four hundred pillars, which with their
capitals, feem to have been colle¢ted from feveral antient buildings; the
middle part is open, and I have given a plan of it in the eleventh plate,
It is probable this was made a mofque by Amrou the Calif, who built
Fofthath. At the north end of old Cairo 1s a mofque of very {olid ruftic
work, tho’ in a ruinous condition; it is call’d the mofque of Cmar, and
is faid to be the firft mofque built in this place, tho’ probably it was re-
built by the Mamalukes, being much like their manner of buildings,
As this is mention’d as the firft mofque that was built he ¢, 1t was doubt-
lefs founded by Omar, the fecond Calif of the race of Mahomet, who firft
conquer'd Egypt.

From old Cairo, I went over to the pleafant ifle of Roida, or Raoudah,
which is oppo{ite to 1t, the channel of the Nile between being dry when
the water is low; it is a very delightful {pot, the weft fide is planted
with large fycamore trees, commonly call’d Pharaoub fig. Towards the
north end is the fmall village of Roida, the ifle being near a mile long.
At the fouth end is the Mikias, or houfe in which is the famous pillar
for meafuring the Nile; it is a column in a deep bafin, the bottom of

which
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ON EGYPT. - 29

which is on a level w1th the bed of the Nile, the water entering on one
fide, and pafling out on the other. The plllar is divided into mea ures,
by which they fee the rife of the Nile; it has a fine old Corinthian capi-
tal at top, which has commonly been omitted in the draughts, and on that
refts a beam which goes acrofs to the gallery. Concerning this manner
of meafuring the rife of the Nile, I fhall have occafion to fay more in
another place *. From the court that leads to this houfe, is a defcent to
the Nile by fteps, on which the common people will have it, that Mofes
was found, after he had been expofed on the banks of the river.

There are great remains of buildings at.this end of the ifland, efpe-
cially about the meafuring place; and to the weft there are remains of
walls ten teet thick, built of brick, with turrets that are a quarter of
a circle, but do not {feem to have been high, and I fuppofe that they were
rather defign’d to prevent the ifle being encroach’d cn by the river, than
for any defence. They fay fomeSultan built a palace here,and refided much
on this ifland for the fake of the air, and the pxeafantnefs of the fituation.

Half a mile north of old Cairo, is a place calld Caffaraline, where Ceffiratine,

there are f{everal gardens of oranges, lemons, citrons, and caffia; but |
what it is moft remarkable for, is a convent of between thirty and forty
Dervithes.  As thefe people affe&t a fort of extraordinary fandity, fo they convent of
live in a manner in their mofque, which is a large {quare room cover’d Dervithes:
with a very fine dome. In this we were prefented to the head of them,
who was reading, and entertain’d us very civilly in the Turkifh manner.
In it I faw fome antient vafes, one being of white oriental alabafter.
The {uperior had two pikes near him with Arabic {entences on them, and
there was alfo one on each fide of the niche, which dire&s them whlch
way they are to turn at prayer. In this room, and likewife at the en-
trance of the convent, are {everal curious things hung up, that have been
colle¢ted by the Dervithes in their travels abroad, moft of them having
fomething of the wonderful in them ; as particularly I faw a very large
boot, which they fay belong’d to fome giant, and a bowl of a pipe in
proportion to it, Thefe Dervithes are not thofe that dance, of which
fort there are none in Egypt.

A mile further north on the river is Bulac, about a mile from new Cairo, Bulac.
it is near two miles in compafs, and is the port for all boats that come up
the river from the parts of Delta: Here they have a cuftom-houfe, many
warehoufes and canes for travellers; it is remarkable for nothing but a
fine bagnio. ,,

The city of Cairo is fituated about a mile from the river, and extends New Cairo,
eaftward near two miles to the mountain ; it is about feven miles round,
for I was {fomething more than two hours and three quarters going round
the city on a beaft of Cairo, computing that I went two miles and a half
an hours.

The city is faid to have been larger than it is at prefent, when it was
the centre of trade from the Eaft Indies; it was wall'd round, and part I wallk,

* ] have given a draught of it in the twelfth Agelphi’s houfe, to the entrance at the fouth weft
plate, with fome amendments of thofe that have corner of lake Efbikien, twenty-five minutes.
commonly been publifh’d. From thence to the entrance from old Cairo,

s From the great mofque which is in the way twenty-three minutes, ard then round the caftle
going from the European quarter to Ali Caia to the place I began at, two hours,

Vor. L o | I | of
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of the walls of freeftone remain to the north eaft of the caftle, where

they mdke an angle, turning from the north to the weft: I faw alfo

fome remains of them to the fouth of the caftle, going towards the aque-
du, -which 1 fuppofe were the walls of Tailoun; they are built with

{emicircular towers, and feem to have been made in imitation of the outer
walls of Alexandria. There are likewife three or four very grand gates

that were built by the Mamalukes; the workmanthip of them is very
good, and amidft all the fimplicity of the archite@ure, every one muft be
ftruck with the furprizing magnificence of them. One of them to the
{fouth is call'd Babel Zuile (the gate of Zuile) from a fuburbs of that
name it leads to. Under the arch of the gate is a piece of rope faften'd
to a hook, where they fay Toman Bey, the laft Mamaluke Sultan, was
hang’d by order of Sultan Selim, after he had been tortured to reveal
treafures, and carried through all the ftreets on a lean camel, drefled in
ragoed clothes, and his hands bound. Another gate is Babel NafTer and
they fay that Sultan Selim made his publick entrance through this gate,

~ ~having taken a fketch of it, as may be feen in the thirteenth plate at A,

It probably had its name from fome of the Califs or Sultans of E gypt,
who had the name of Naffer. A little to the fouth of it is a gate fhill
more. magmﬁcent, which is called Babel Futuh, that is, the gate of victo-
1y 3 it is of hewn ftone, very high, and has a fquare tower on each fide,

- the-water tables of which are richly adorn’d with fculptures.

Lakes,

Streets.

The canal that comes out of the Nile at old Cairo, goes all through the
;tho’ it 1s feen only from the back of the houfes that are built on it;
fOE tho there are feveral bridges over it, yet there are houfes built on each
fide of them, fo as to intercept the view of the canal, but when it is dry, it
is:as:a fireet, along which the common people frequently go ; however,
towards the time it begins to be dry, it is but a bad neighbour, as a french
arifes from it that is very difagreeable to thofe that hve on it, and muft
be unwholefome.

--Jf.one imagines that there are feveral fquares or places about the city,
from- ‘a -quarter to three quarters of a mile round, contrived fo as to
réqeiiii_g and hold the water of the Nile, that is convey’d to them by the
canals when the river rifes, it may give fome idea of the feveral lakes that
are about the city during the greater part of the year ; and nothing can
be imagined more beautiful, than to {ee thofe places filld with water,
round which the beft houfes in the city are built; and when the Nile is
high in the fummer, it muft be an entertaining profpe& to {fee them co-+
verd with the fine boats and barges of all the great people, who come
out-in the evening to divert themfelves with their ladies: As I have been
inform’d, concerts of mufic are never wanting, and fometimes fireworks
add. to the amufement; all the houfes round being in a manner illumi-
nated, and the windows full of fpe@ators to behold this glorious fight.
The fcene is much alter’d when the waters are gone off, and nothing but
mud appears; but is foon fucceeded by a more agreeable view of green
corn, and afterwards of harveft, in the middle of a great city, on thofe

- very {pots where the boats were failing a few months before.

The ftreets of Cairo, as of all the Turkifh cities, are very narrow; the
wideft goes the length of the city from the gate Naffer to the gate Zulle,
but would be look’d on as a lane in Europe. The other ftreets are fo

: narrow,
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narrow, that they frequently make a roof from one houfe to the ‘other
aver the ftreet, and put a flight-covering on it to defend them from the
fun. The city of Cairo, is exceedingly well regulated for its fecurity, more
efpecially by night ; for moft of the ftreets, or at leaft each end of every
diftri& or ward, has a gate and porter to it, who fhuts up the gate as
foon as it is dark, and to every one of thefe wards is a guard of two or
threec or more janizaries, {o that no idle people can go about the fireets
at might, - Some little fireets confift only of fhops, without any houfes,
and fo they leave their fhops lock’d up, and go to their houfes at night.
There are alfo feveral places for theps like our exchanges, cail'd Bezeﬁans
which are fhut up at night, and fhops of the fame trade are generaﬁy to-
gether in thefe as well as in the ftreets.

Turkifh houfes, efpecially in Cairo, have very httle beauty in them Houfes.
they are generally built round a court, where they make the beft appear-
ance, nothing but ufe being confiderd as to the outfide of their houfes,
what they have of ornament being in their faloons within; fo that their
houfes, -built below of ftone, and above a fort of cage Work, {onietimes
fill'd up with unburnt brick, and few or no windows towards the ftreet]
are a very difagreeable fight to one who has feen only European cities, that
have fomethmg of outward regularity, as well as convemency and beauty
‘within.

. There are feveral magmﬁcent mofques in and about Cairo ; but that Mofques.
which exceeds them all, both as to the folidity of its building, and ‘a eer-
tain. grandeur and magnificence that firikes in a very furprizing manser,
is the molque of Sultan Haffan, built at the foot of the cafile hillj itis
very high; of an oblong {quare figure, crown’d with a cornifh-all round
that proje@s a great way, and is adorn’d with a particular fort of grotefque
carvings after the Turkifh manner; the -entrance to it is very finely inlaid
with feveral forts-of marbles, and carved in like manner at top; the
aﬁ:ent was by feveral fteps, which are broken down, and the door wall'd’
up, begaufe in times: of pubhc infurre@ions, the rebels have often taken
thelter there. The place is {fo firong, that now there is always a gatri-
fon of janizaries within the diftrit of it, in apartments adjoining to the
mofque. To the north eaft of the town is a very fine mofque call’d Kubbe-
el-Azab, or the cupola of the Azabs, belonging to the body of the Azabs; it
is a very fine room about fixty feet {quare with a beautiful dome over i,
raifed ona bafe of fixteen fides, in each of which is a window; the room is
wainfcotted round eight feet high in pannels, with all the moft valuable
marbles, among which are feveral fine flabs of red and green porphyry ; the
borders round the pannels are carved and gilt, a fort of freeze ranges round,
~ in which are fentences cut in large gilt charadters, call'd the Coup he cha-
- rader, in which they here antiently writ the Arabic language. The walls
above this are adorn’d with Arabic inferiptions in letters of gold, and the
whole cupola is painted and gilt in the fineft manner, and all over the
mofque are hung a great number of glafs lamps and oﬁndges eggs ; adjoin-~
ing to it are feveral apartments built for the priefts, and alfo fome grand ones
- for the great people, who fometimes come and refide here. It is faid this -
magmﬁcent room was built by a grand vizier, who defired the Sultan to
give him leave to prepare a place fit to offer him a fhirbet in, on hls Te~
turn from Mecca, |
A part
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A part of the town to the fouth is called Tailoun, faid to have been built
before this city was foundcd, by Tholoun who was mafter of l"m} t, in {uch
a manner as to be almoft 1ndependmt of the Califs; and 'tis faid lcte old

‘Cairo, and built a p’lhce and mofque here. 'T'his at {irlt was probably

called Cateia, becaufe that perfon is faid to have built a palace of that
name. What remains of the antient palace goes by the name of Kalat-
el-Kebth, and they fay Sultan Selim Jodged here.  There are remains of
the ca{)fle walls and hmh ground within them, which may have been raifed
by throwing out the dunor of the city, and afterwards building on the
high ground, tho’ to the Weft 1 faw there was a natural rock.  In this

wall is a fort of fquare turret they call the feat of Pharaoh; near it, un-

der.an arch, is an antient Sarcophagus cf black marble, which rcceives
the water of a conduit; it is call’d the fountain of treafure, and by fome
writers the fountain of lovers, concerning which the peoplc tcll fome
ftories. It is richly adorn’d both infide and out with hieroglyphics, in

‘the form of the draught I have given of it in the thirteenth plate.  One
‘man feems to have a crocodile’s head, and cn a fort of altar mark’d out in

{quares, {feem’d to be cut two horfes heads; for the refl, I could not be
permitted to make any further obfervatlons, or to take the hieroglyphics

‘exatly that are cut in thofe columns. At each end is a man, and fix co-

lumns of hieroglyphics on each fide. There are, befides the turret call'd
Pharaoh’s feat, cthers in a femicircular form, {o that probably this was the
enclofure of the old palace. In this quarter is a large mofque, faid to
refemble that of Mecca, and an antient building, which feems to have

been the quarter of the body of foldiers called Cherkes, to whom it fill

belongs, and goes by their name.

To the eaft of Tailoun is the caftle of Cairo, fituated on a rocky hill,
which feems to be feparated by art from the hill or mountain Jebel Duife,
which is the name of the eaft end of Jebel Mocattham. It is faid this
caftle was built by Saladin. There are two entrances to it on the north
fide; one to the weft is called the gate of the Azabs, the other to the eaft,

~the gate of the janizaries. The defcent by the former is narrow, cut

through the rock, and paffing by two round towers near the gate, and
then by a fine large round tower; the way is by a hich wall, on which at
a great height, is a relief of a very large {pread eagle, and fo the entrance
is oppofite to the building that is called Jofeph’s hall. "The afcent by the
gate of the janizaries is more fpacious and grand; on each fide of the
inner gate is a tower of many fides, and further cn at another entrance,
is a large round tower on each fide, oppofite to the great mofque. The
caftle is wall’d all round, but is fo commanded by the hill to the caff, that
it can be a place of no flrength, fince the invention of cancn. At
the weft of the caftle, are remains of very orand ai):rtmenm; fcme of
them cover’d with domes and adorn’d with mofaic pictures of trees and
houfes, that doubtlefs belonor d to the antient uultans, and it is faid, have
fince been inhabited by the Pafhas. This part of the caftle is now cnly
ufed for weaving, embroidering, and preparing the hanzings and cover-
ings they fend every year to Mecca. I faw them about this werk; and,
tho’ they look on it as a profanation for a Chriitian {o much as to tcuch
thofe rich damatks that are to cover what they cali the houfe of Tod, vet
noththﬁandmg I ventured to approach them.
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Over this is a higher ground to the eaft, near the grand faloon, coimn- Jofeph'shall
monly call’d ]ofephs hall, from which Lhere is a moft dehghtful pro-
{pect of Cairo, the pyramlds and all the country round. It was probably

a terrace to that magmﬁcent room, which is now all open, except to the
| romh fide, and is adorn’d with very large and beautiful pillars of red
granite ; the walls built on them on the cutfide have fuch windows as are
reprefented in the draught of the fourteenth plate, as well as I could
take it under the reftraint that ftrangers are in.here, Walls alfo are built
with {uch windows on many of the pillars within, efpecially on the fe-
cond and third from the entrance, with arches turnd from one pillar to
another *. Some of the capitals of the plllars are good Corinthian, others
very ?lain and fome only mark’d out in lines like leaves; many of them
are only plain flones fhaped a little like a capital, on fome of which
there are lines like a figure of eight, and moft of them 'have fome little
- relief.  They have only a. rough bafe, fomething like the antient Egyp-
tian manner, and all the pillars have an Arabic infeription of one line cut
on them. On the fide that is built up, where the wall fets in, and arches
are turn’d over, there feem to have been three doors, the mxddle one be-
ing adorn’d at the top with that grotefque fort of work, which is common
in the Eaftern buildings; and over the pillars and arches, is a fort of
wooden freeze, fill'd with Arabic infcriptions. - The two couplets of pil-
lars in the middle {eem to have been defign’d to fupport a dome; and
probably they intended to have two others for that purpofe, mark’d in the
plan, for it is to be queftion’d if this room- was ever finifh’d, and pro-
bably the firft row of pillars in the front was defign’d for a portico.
The pillars doubtlefs were brought from fome antient buildings, moft pro-
bably from Alexandria; pillars of one ftone not feeming to have been in
ufe in Egypt before the Greeks came among them, who thewd all their
art and magnificence in that city. To the weft part. of the caftle alfo is
the jail, which the common people will have to be the pnfon in which
Jofeph was confined.

About the middle of the caftle is a large court, on the fouth fide of pivam

which are the Pafha’s apartments, and the great divan, over the kara-
meidan, or black place to the fouth. The plain under the caftle to the
north weft is call’d Remle, or the fandy place. In this divan I faw the
fhields of leather, above half an inch thick, with the fpears remaining in
them, with which Sultan Amurath pierced them. Here alfo I faw the
dnan of Beys aflembled, under the Kaia, or prime minifter of the Pafha,
as they conf’candy meet three times a week, the Patha, whenever he
~ pleafes, fitting in a room behind that has a communication by fome lattife=

windows. A ﬁranger may go in with the conful’s dragoman or interpreter,
and being conducted afterwards to the Pafha’s coffee room, is civilly en-
tertain’d by his people with {weetmeats and coffee.  'The mint alfo is near, Mi;
where they coin their gold, and fome {mall p1eces call’d Medines, which
are of the value of three farthings, and are of iron wafh’d over with fil-
ver, the bafe money of Conftantinople not pafling in Egypt. I faw a
piece of afmall obelik of black marble, with hieroglyphics on it made

*# This hall ought not to be reprefented as cover'd.

Vor. L I | K C ufe
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Jofeph’s well.

- the well, the rock being left about two feet thick between the
“and the well;

OBSERVATIONS

ufe of as the fill of a window; it is about eight feet long, and eightcen
inches fquare.

The well in the caftle has often been defcribed and fpoken of as a very
wonderful thing ; it is call'd Jofeph's well, not from the Patriarch Jofeph,
but, as fome authors obferve, from a grand vizier of that name, who had
the care of this work under Sultan Mahomet, fon of Calaun, who did
not live feven hundred years ago; the fe@ion and plans of it are in the
fifteenth plate . It has been look’d on asa very extraordinary thing to
cut fuch a well down through the rock; but the flone is foft, and it
would have been much more difhcult to have dug it down, had the foil
been of earth or fand, and to have built a wall round within. Moreover,
the ftone they dug up, as it would ferve for building, might be of great
ufe in making improvements in the caftle. The paffage down is round
paflage
the defcent for the firft five flights is on the fouth fide of
the well, and fo far the well and the paffages are built; afterwards, itis
round the well as defcribed ; the paflage being about fix feet and a half
fquare ; holes are cut archwife in the partition, about three feet and a
half wide, and fomething higher, in order to give fome light to the
pafiage down. The well is of an oblong fquare form, and the defcent
to the bottom of the firft well goes three times round in twelve flights,
being one hundred and fifty feet deep; the defcent is very eafy, each ftep
bemg about fix inches high, and five feet broad, but the place is fo dirty,
that in moft parts the fteps are hardly percelvable. On the long fide I
thought I could number fifteen fteps, and on the other fide twelve. On
the left hand of the paffage, at the bottom of this well, is an entrance -
K, now ftopped up, the people fay it leads to the pyramids; and ano-
ther mention’d to the right, they fay went to the Red fea. From the
bottom of this well, by the hole, M, is an entrance to another well not
fo big; the defcent is very difficult, by reafon of the wet and dirt, and
alfo dangerous as the ftairs are narrow, and no partition between themv
and the well; it is one hundred and twenty feet deep. The bottom of
this well being probably on a level with the bed of the Nile, or rather
lower, the water never fails, but pafling through the falt foil, it is a little
brackifh, and ferves only for common ufes; and is not good to drink.
From this place it is raifed to the bottom of the upper well, by a wheel
turn’d -there by oxen, which raifes feventy-two vafes that hold near three
quarts each; they are tied to ropes that hang on the wheel, and there be-
ing convey'd into another bafin, it is by the fame means raifed to the top
by another fet of oxen, and eighty-five vafes. There is one thing very

® A. is the plan of the top of the well, and of
the ftairs round it, over which is a view of it
from Le Bruyn. AOA are the flairs about the
folid part B. At C. begins the firft flight on the
fide of the well. There are alfo ftairs at D.

wife, as in feftion H. it is from thence gradually
cut in {ix fect further than above. At O. inall
the draughts, are the oxen and wheels to raife
the water. The fection G. is of the upper well
down the middle. H. is a {etion within the

CCCD. after this flight, are the landing places
of tht feveral flights round the well; the upper
part of the well being built as reprefented in the
fections, to make the flights D C. and CC,
longer. Within F. at O A. and the part oppo-
fite E. the rock is cut in fix feet further than it
is above ; for the rock being mark’d out arch-

partition, between the ftairs and the well.

The next plan is of the bottom of the firft
well. 1. the place where the water is drawn up.
L. the bafin it runs into, and from which it
is drawn up to the top. M. the defcent down
into the lower well. The meafures of the depth
of the wellI had from others.

particular
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particular in this well, that between twenty and thirty feet from the top,
on two oppofite fides, it is cut in, as I conjectured, fix or feven feet
archwife, and fo continues all the way down to the bottom, which was
probably done to make the flights of ftairs longer, and confequently
a more eafy defcent. Some have remark’d that feveral fuch wells have
been found at old Cairo, only with this difference, that they are fingle,
but very deep, and an oblong {quare of about ten feet by twelve, and
- that fome are even in ufe to this day., Near this well is the laft wheel
that raifes up the water, which is convey’'d by the aquedu& for better
ufes. This caftle, whch is about a mile in cn“cumference, is like a lit-
tle town, but the moft part of itis in a very ruinous condition.

To the fouth of the caftle, extending away to the fouth eaft, is a fort Canfa
of antient fuburbs, call'd Caraffa. At the entrance to this place are fome
magnificent tombs coverd with domes, faid to be the monuments of
fome Kings of Egypt; the people fay they are the Califs, the relations of
Mahomet, who conquer’d this country; and fo great a veneration they
have for them, that they oblige Chriftians and Jews to defcend from their
affes, out of refped, when they pafs this way. Caraffa {feems to have
been the antient univerfity for the united ftudies of their law and divinity;
it is now in a manner a plain of ruins to the fouth of mount Duife;
being the remains of many colleges and convents of Dervifhes, where it
is faid there were fo great a number, that a firanger could pafs a year
at free coft, only fpending one day in each of them. On the right, I
faw on a height the great mofque of El-Imam Schafei, one of the four
great do&ors of the law, who is had in great veneration amongft them,
and whofe fepulchre is there ; it is call'd La-Salehiah, from a title they
- gave Saladin who built it, together with an hofpital and college; and he

obliged all the dottors of Egypt to follow the do&rme of this relation of
Mahomet, who was a native of Gaza. I faw to the eaft of the fouth
point of the hill Jehufy, where I {fuppofe Babylon was, great remains of
arches of a very confiderable aquedu&, by which the water was probably
convey’d to this and other mofques; and at another time, when I was to

the fouth of that hill, by the river, I faw a building like that at the head

of the aquedud, that is built to the caftle, which I fuppofe is the refer-

- voir to which the water was raifed from the canal that goes to Al-Bafetin;

but there was no venturing to go further to take a nearer view of it, this
being reckon’d the moft dangerous part about Cairo. Three or four miles
from the town is Bafetin, fo call'd from the gardens that are there. A- Birin.
bout two miles on this ﬁde of it, is the Jews burial place, to which jeys puriat
place every body is efcorted by a guard of Arabs, who are paid money Plce.
tor their prote&ion, and do not fail to ufe you ill. I had the curiofity to |
go out and fee the manner in which the Jews bury their’ dead in thefe
parts : They dig a grave about fix feet deep; on the -weft fide of the
bottom of the grave, they dig in a hole big enough to receive the body,
then they depofite it, laying broad ftones againft the hole, and fill up the
grave ; it being contrary to their law, as I was inform’d, to lay earth

on the body. South of the burial place are three {mall arched houfes,
where they wath and prepare the bodies for burial, that die out of their
houfes; for when that happens, they never carry the corpfe into the

houfe.

I went
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Mount
Duife.

Keick Bey.

Adaliaa

Bagnios,
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I went up to the top of Jebel Duife, which is to the north, from which,
as I obferved, it is potlible the caftle Lill might be fqnmted by art. At
the eaft end there are feveral grottos all up the fide of the hill in many
ftories, feveral of which are inacceflible, but there is a way to fome bya
narrow terrace ; they are moftly rooms uoht or ten feet fqmrc and hx«rh
On the tcp of the hill, towards the wecft ‘brow of it, are two rooms cut
near the f{urface of the rock, with holes on the top to let in light; over
it is a raifed place where the great men often go and cnjoy onc of the
fineft pro{pcs in Egypt, commanding a view of Cairo, and of all the
country, efpecially into Delta, as far as the cyecan carry.  To the eaft,
over the fouth clift, is the mofque in which the Sheik Duife is buried,
who has given name both to the hill and mofque.  The mofque within is
painted all over with flowers, on a red ground ; near it arc buricd feve-
ral of his children, and the fons of fome Pathas. We had free admit-
tance every where, and the Sheik {pread a carpet before the mofque, and
ferved a collation. Beyond this mofque, on a hill, is a folid building of
ftone, about three feet wide, built with ten feps, Lcm: at top about three
feet {quare, on which the Sheik mounts to pray on any extraordinary oc-

~cafions, when all the people goout; asat the beginning of a war, and

here in Egypt, when the Nile dees not rife as they expect it fhould; and
fuch a praying place they have without all the towns throughout a.key
On another height of the hill, to the eaft, over the fouth brow, is a
ruin’d building hke a mofque. Iexpe&ed to have feen fomething of an
obfervatory here mention’d by the Arabian hiftorians, on this th that
particular part bemor a very advantageous fituation. This hill being
reckon’d a very dangerous place, the janizary diffuaded me from going,
but I went without him, notwithftanding that fome people call'd after

me that were on the hlll to prevent my going, being very defirous to

take a view of this bulldmg We defcended the hill to the north, bya
very ealy way, pradticable by camels; the afcent to the fouth being a
winding foot way up the fide of the th which is there almoft perpen~
dicular. On the north fide there is a quarry of freeftone, which is very
much ufed for the buildings of Cairo.

" Under this hill,. to the north, are the burial places call'd Keick Bey, I
{uppofe from fome Bey of that name having a remarkable fepulchre here,
where there are a great number of magnificent tombs cover'd with cupo-
las, and feveral large mofques built over the burial places of great men,
extending for above a mile to the north eaft. In one part, many of the

‘relations of Mahomet are buried, probably of the families of the antient

Califs of Egypt; which places are efteem’d fo facred, that it is not per-
mitted for Chriftians to go among thofe fepulchres. Beyond thefe fe-

pulchres, and the cube of the Azabs, is the country call’d Adalia, where

there is only one houfe, in which the tribute is depofited, that is to be
fent to Cairo, after the Bey that is to attend it has made his public pro-
ceflion thro’ the city, till fuch time as all things are ready for their de-
parture, which is often three or four months. A Bey with a guard is
alfo appointed monthly to guard this part of the country, as another has
in charge old Cairo, and the parts about it.

In Cairo there are feveral bagnios, fome of which are very handfome

within, being places of great refort in Turkey, both on a religious ac-

. count,
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count, in order to purifie themfelves, and alfo as places of refrefhment
and diverfion, efpecially for the women, who once or twice a week {pend
moft part of the day in the bagnios, and are glad of fuch a pretence to
‘get out of their confinement. There are fome bagnios on purpofe for the
women, but the more general method is to fet apart certain times for
them; but the ladies are deprived of this public opportunity of bathing
among the very great people, who have bagnios prepared for them in thelr
own houfes.

They have alfo {everal canes in Calro which they call here Okelas; they Canes
- are very indifferent buildings round a court, are commonly appropnated
to merchants of a particular country, with their merchandife; as there
is one for thofe of Nubia, and the black flaves and other goods they bring
along with them; another for white {laves from Georgla ; they have alfo-
,feveral canes at Bulac in all which ftrangers are accommodated with a
room at a very {mall price, but with nothmg elfe; fo that excepting the
room, there are no greater accommodations in the{e houfes than there are
in the deferts, unlefs from the conveniency of a market near.

I went to fee fome of the beft houfes in Cairo. The great men have a Houfes ia
faloon for common ufe, and another for ftate; and as they have four
wives, each of them has a falocon, with the apartments about it, that have
no communication with the other parts of the houfe, except the common
entrance for the {ervants, which is kept lock’d ; and the private entrance,
of which the mafter keeps the key. They have fuch a'machine made to
turn round, as they ule in nunneries, which receives any thing they want
to give in or out, without feeing one another. At the houfe of Ofman
Bey, there is a fine faloon with a lobby before it ; the grand room is an
oblong {quare; in the middle is an o&tagon marble pillar; the room is wain-
{cotted on two fides about eight feet high, in pannels of grey marble,
with a border round every pannel of mofaic work; the end at which one
enters, and the fide where the windows are, not being finifh’d in this
manner ; the fopha extends all round the room, and the whole is fur-
nith’d with the richeft velvet cufhions, and the floor cover'd with fine
carpets. I faw another. magnificent houfe, of a much older date than
this; it is faid to have been built by Sultan Nafir 1ben Calahoun, or Ca-
laun, who was the feventh King of Egypt of the Mamalukes, call’d Baha-
rites, and lived about the year one thoufand two hundred and feventy-
nine, The houfe is built round a fmall court, in which there are feveral
large apartments. The entrance to the grand apartment is by a fine old
docr, fomet thing in the Gethic tafte ; there is one thing very particular, a
fort of double pzilars on each fide of the door, cut out of one ftone, work’d
fo-as to appear as if two pillars were bent and link’d together, like a
chain, which will be better underftood by the draught in the thirteenth
plate, mark’d B. The magnificent faloon is in the figure of a Greek
crofs, with a cupola in the mldd*e it is wainfcotted for ten feet high, in
a very cofily manner; round at toP, about two feet deep, are Arab,c in-
{criptions; then for about two feet more, are works of mother of pearl,
and fine marbles, in the figure of {mall arches. Below this it is all “done
in pannels, which have a border round of mofaic work in mother of pearl,
and blue fmalt, or a fort of glafs that is not tranfparent; in fome the mid-
dle part 15 of the fineft marbies, in others all of mofaic work. 1 went to

Vo L. I, L fee
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fee the manner of hatching chickens in ovens, and the method they ke
to make fal armoniac, which I fhall particularly deferibe in ancther place.
Thofe feem much to exceed as to the number of people in Cairo, who
compute that there are two millions, tho’ it is poﬁtuc affirmd that fe-
ven thoufand have died in one day of the plague; in “}HCAIthC\ fav they
can make an exa& computatlon, from the number of biers that are let to
People of  carry out the dead. There is a great mixture of people in Cairo, the
city being compofed of original Egyptians, among whom are the Copti
Chriftians ; ; of Arabians; of the people of Barbary, and the weftern parts
of Africa; of the Berberines of the parts of Nubia, a great number of
their men coming here to offer themielves as {fervants.  They arc a Moletto
race ; have a fort of government among themfelves, thofe of fuch a part of
the country chufing a Sheik or head, who takes care of all new comers to
recommend them to places, to fupply them with moncy when they are
out of fervice, or fick, for which they have a common purfe; and when
they are able, they faithfully return what was difburfed on them. There
are likewife fome of the Turcoman race, fuch as are fent from Conftan-
tinople to fill fome places, and fuch as the Pafhas bring with them, and
chance to fettde here; but it is probable that the greater part of the people
‘of Cairo are of the Mamaluke race, defcended from thofe {laves moftl
of Georgia and parts about it, who have fince the Mamaluke eftablifh-
ment; come into the government, and into moft of their offices, and con-
tinue to do fo by a conftant freth fupply to this day; of whlch I {hall
have occafion to fay more under the government of Egypt. There are
likewife in Cairo {fome Greeks, a few Armenians, and many Jews. Of
the Evropeans, there are fettled here only the French, Englith, and {fome
Italians from Venice and Leghorn. The Francifcans dependant on the
convent at Jerufalem, have a large new-built monaftery, which was pull'd
dewn once or twice by the mob, whilft they were building it, before they
could fatisfie the great people, who wanted prefents; and it coft them
great fums of money, not only for the building, but to make all the great
men their friends. The fuperior here is call'd the vice-prefect of Egypt,
the guardian of Jerufalem having the title of prefet. There is another
convent of Francifcans, who are {fent mifflionaries from Rome with a fu-
perior, who is call'd alfo the prefeét of Egypt, and commands three con-
vents they have in upper Egypt. Thefe live on a {mall allewance they
have from Rome, and on the charity of their difciples; they are under
the prote@ion of the Englith, who are ready in thefe countries, to pro-
te¢t all Chriftians : The other Francifcans, a convent of Cahuchmes, and
another of Jefuits, are under the prote@tion of the French, When any of
the Englith happen to die in any parts of the Levant, they are buried
with the Greeks, and according to the ceremonies of their church, where
there is no Englith chaplain. The European merchants fettled here, con-
fidering how much they are confined, live agreeably enough among them-
{elves ; are generally fociable with thofe of their own nation; and in a plen-
tiful country, they do not want whatever may make life pals agreeably,
The morning being fpent in bufinefs, the remainder of the day is often
pafled in riding out to the fields and gardens to the north of Cairo,
where for 2 mile out of town, there is little danger ; fometimes the whole
day is fpent in diverfions that way ; and they have a relaxation from bu-

finefs
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finels both on the Chriftian and jewiih fabbath, as the Jews tranfa& a
great part of their affairs. When the Nile is high, and little bufinefs is
done, they fpend their time in the houfes they “have at old Cairo and
Gize; {o that ftrangers pafs their time as agreeably as the circumftances
of the place will admit, the gentlemen here fhewing them all manrer of
civility, efpecially fuch as come out of curiofity, who never fail to meet
with a kind reception in their houfes, which they-eafily oblige them to
make their home, as it is very dlﬁicult to be otherwife accommodated
here. '

The great trade of this place is an import of broad clothes, tin, and Trae s
lead, an export of coffee, fenna, faffranounes for dying, flax, and feve- o
ral druggs which come moﬁly from Perf; 1a; they alfo import raw filkk from -
Afia, and manufa&ture it chiefly into fattms, and {ome filks in imitation of
thofe of India; and at fome places near, they have manufa&ures of coarfe
linnen. They alfo make fugar of the growth of the country, which is
neither cheap nor fine, except a {mall quannty, very fine, for the ufe of
the Grand Signior ; but as.it is very dear, fo it is not commonly to be met
with for fale. They have fome manufadtures in great perfection, as mak=-
ing Turkifh ftirrops, and all furniture for horfes; and I obferved the: bars
both of iron and brafs they make chequerwife to put before their win=
dows, were of very good workmanthip, tho’ 1 imagined they were moftly
of the time of the Mamalukes. They make lattifes for windows of tum’!d
- work, in wood, in a very curious and beautiful manner. About Menou-

fich alfo in Delta, they make that fine matting of dyed rufhes, which:is
fent not only all over the Turkifh empire, but alfo to moft parts of Eu-
rope. They work alfo very well at the filver trade, as in moPc parts of
Turkey, for ormaments for their women and horfes which is generally
carried on every where by the Chriftians. The conveniency of water
carriage makes Cairo a place of great trade, for there are few arts in any
tolerable perfe&ion higher up, or indeed in any other part of Egypt, fo
that all the country, up the Nile at leaft, is fupplied with moft things from
the great city; and as there is little credit among the Turks, and it is very
rare they truft one another to negotiate any bufinefs by bzlls or rilque
their money in the hands of anyone ; this always occafions a great con-
flux of people to Grand Cairo; {o that piobably near a quarter of the
fouls in the city not being fix’ d inhabitants, and as they are not afraid of
the plague, but come to the city notw1thﬂandmg the infection, fo it may
be fuppofed that a great number of the people that die of that diftem-

- per, are thofe who come every day to Cairo about their affairs,

CHAP. V.

Of MemrprHuIs, and the Pyramids near CAi1ro. . v;

T is very extraordinary that the fituation of Memphis {hould not be well Memgis
known, which was {o great and famous a city, and for fo long a time
the capital of Egypt; but as many of the beft materials of it might be

~carried to Alexandria ; and afterwards when fuch large cities were built
near

3
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near it, as Cairo, and thofe about it, it is no wonder that all the mate-
rials fhould be carried away to places fo near and fo well frequented

and the aty being in this manner levelled, and the Nile overtlowin i (hc‘
old ruins, it may be eafily accounted tor, how every thing has been bu-
ried or cover'd over, as if no fuch place had ever becn. There arc two
diftances mention'd by Strabo *, in order to fix the fituation of Mcmphis;
he fays it was about eleven miles from Delta, and five from the height
on which the pyramids were built, which appear to be the pyramids of
Gize. Diodorus fays that it was fifteen miles from the pyramids, which
feems to be a miftake. Strabo fpeaks alfo of Memphis as near Babylon, fo
that probably it was fituated on the Nile, about the middle, between the
pyramids of Gize and Sacara, fo that I conjecture this city was about
Mocanan and Metrahenny, which are in the road from Cairo to Faiume,
on the weft fide of the Nile, and rather nearer to the pyramids of Sacara,
than to thofe of Gize; for at Mocanan I faw fome heaps of rubbith, but
much greater about Metrahenny, and a great number of grottos cut in
the oppofite hills on the eaft fide of the river, which might be the fepul-
chres of the common people of Memphis, as thofe on the weitern hills
were probably, for the moft part, the burial places of their Deitics, their
Kings, their great people, and their defcendants. I obferved allo a
large bank to the fouth of Metrahenny, running towards Sacara, whicl
may be the rampart mention’d by Diodorus Siculus’, as a defcnce to the
city, not only againft the overflowing of the Nile, but alfo againft an
enemy ; and therefore muft be different from that mention'd by “Herodo-
tus, as twelve miles and a half fouth of Memphis, by which the courfe
of the river was turn’d, and confequently at that diftance, could nct well
be faid to be a defence to the city. Pliny is ftill more plain, and fays
that the pyramids were between Memplns and Delta, not four miles from
the river, and fix from Memphis *, which fixes thls city about the place
I mention.

There is another circumf{tance in the fituation of this city, that there
were large lakes * to the north and weft of it, both as a defence, and
probably alfo to fupply fome part of the city with water; and I faw
feveral fuch lakes to the north and weft of Metrahenny. It is alfo very
remarkable that Menes the firft King of Egypt, according to Herodotus,
turn’d the courfe of the Nile, which run under the weftern hills; and
made it pafs in the middle between them and the eaftern hills, and bult
the city where the river firft run; it is not improbable that Calig Al-Hera
that is the canal of the pyram1ds, and the weftern canal, {fome nnles oe-

by Méy@:c dury 'ra‘ 'B:xo-z’)\aov -uB'u ’Atyun?;’wv' i m’cc@)xnyaﬂa;, weos &t 18 Emo wis yis @ azs‘w’s;,
yocg dmo 18 AfAta Teic)ONeY €S ow-rnv Honss axgamksw; 2,¢cv Tafw' in Je 7@y EAAwY u,a_,y wave
d'¢st peyany Te % euuvﬁgo;, A‘su-regw pETR Akséuucfgaav, 'manev w@ufe Adpvyy p.zyomrv % Boc&mw, n 72 6Do-

sy ciduw uué‘ng xa&ameg % Tay $ké cuvaricpbvey’ za'go-
zewTon 8¢ % M,uvau -rr; won; # TV Bacinetuy, & vy
piv xoc'rif"rozs'm, % tsev egn,uu :é‘guwa &0 Sdous xady-
zovla pé XE’»‘ 78 wdtw THe wWoAzws zJ‘aq}x; cuvanles
3 dre@r avri V., ?u‘uvn Teﬂoaegmaﬂoo & dno 7 WoALws
;tha:g zagoe)wavn, oeewn Tig c.Pgu; £S5V, eQD 4 woAAat
piv Tvgopudic eios 1eQos TéY Pacihéay. Strabo 1. 17.
p- 807, 8c8. .

L piovt @ ya‘g 7% Netrg z«rse} TRy aro)w, A A@TE oS
cvelores fmﬂusawo;, dne .u.ev TE viTs wgosooc)\ﬁa
Kopa mappiyedes wgos pwv Ty WArpacw 1% @dlapd

Jgov 1€ worapus 3‘5/,‘usw, % wavla oy weess THY E'ONV
Taﬂov 7477\51&80’%, g’T'S TO A&)[&“ x%TEfV VOG0 JVJJUJ"f'
ixdies Ty Cyvgerrie. Diodorus L 1. p. 46.

* See quotatlon r. on the pyr ramids.

ko E;t yae n, 7 ’\{cuw; & 7@ seavm i Ary viley
9£wJev o awTis weejagu%u Apny ix 53 z:.ups wpes
,wgerv Te 4, so-rsgrv s /c' ’*gcc 'r.v 795 eLT0s G INEIAGE
a"réﬁya 7870 o‘s, 73 HEassz 16 ipsy (yleasdon iy aith
by piya 16 % aEta(‘C//mC’m . lerodotus L it
. 99. Sce note 1,

yond


fj.iyot.Aw

- %%é%?%\s T . T /%ﬁﬁ/
e ! e . :
I / _

.RNSS\@ QQ?\W. Yy 22 &M%\\&W Y7 w,\& UOYII pul uvj g V8

1108

il

i

l

il

f

1

b

t
i
T

.

i

k
3

.uum
it

T

i
il

W

e

=

.t LIt orar T ULy

oo=ooonoonog ., o LT T
SR nnooogoop Mool 0

nOY00oaonr. B - s ST

Uptooooonooopll 3 8.0
TOOTTOEEGRE0eE -
olgghonononon - Ip—

Certnnoononon -
0 noodooooog © e

St R

AN
=

R N TS e S
T . ! eSS . T s ~ TR
e o= T o TRE e RS o T e b & e
e 4 N I i
R ISP TRE = . e e = . PR T o
. T e T Y LSRRI, e R _.1 e
L T | e S - — ——— £ eReRT
Sk PSR et ] .- . . H .
g SRR e e TN e e Hvee[(& e
. ) i e s m = -
R , T ORI Y T — : — . ” N,
* o ' T s RN e SRR - o - JUNINRNEC NV ) = PO &
.f.v.. .@.7/ SN e e s 7 M.WM%%W. et i g IS P A : e .ol)/nﬁ('/.ﬁJ
~ Sy - P —p——t . L .
. s e e s T . e N - B RSN ) SRR : L_m :l?hp\i%/r
N =R bt e et s — e . ~
L = SRR I SEEEERE N
- e e ) o & SEC
. T T 2
co N U . S R e
N %fﬂfl NN e = S ~vmram IR
/M//V/,%//%m% s o e /0]
N IR
e R T o =,
SRR A s FEZE T B
N e .

;
3
;
;
i

1
)
11
%%
7
i1
;(l
Jt
:
X

="

S v 1;5\\“@;%/{1 ~
NG .
et < S T
e 2oy

- = -
. = ST I
e R T N e e = ES ¥
T R =
. . P
B S L e amews == o~
§ | g nmmTY S
N U S a
02k 2 1353 v 7 12 g X, e e < AR R et St 122 ns
H (RN Q
— N = " L“AW’II:I/ -
[ R e RN e TR 0
o npema S
e L SRS /// . P e -
- o~ -
. N -
A C e
S el ),vhﬁ’,ﬂ/

3 R
3 ,ﬁﬁﬂ/ N
AR ,«u///,VU/Ma/

XEo

S ,//ﬂt/.[/,,ul,. .

AN N :
NN
N ///:///;//, X, /UI! e s ; - g nrw S e PR
Sl eI IR : e — s T , o : A
AT T T N ; £ it . RS Y 5D~ — R - % -5 L 9
w.l!.’ T~ = N = T R N T o ~ o -
N . . — - ; i e e TRTT O e NN
b ~ ~ R Al o - - - rCY N
RS N . . . . 3 Damon o '+ o o
RN AR EREER | . S R ) h N "
Wl — ; T s Reoe NS
e RS S . . . " N e ~ B 2R
N R : B R . —e e e N
N . e . s
. R v T e e gt P - L e
- SR - e - ) S o e V. s W
G [T ISP - = NN o e e =N i
LT RECNSR TSN = . o e
,y%#-/d DRI ey RN =~ -t 3 A~
RN e - . — o D e
" et e e ZEE] e e T Ny e L N 3 gestgin v < Qg
PR -~ v S 2
N L

SENTSSNES e 19 PN

L

N

s RN
SN T e e « o T : D e
e e e C I N
" SO
e s m e o e AT
SN
B FYCONN

~ mmpERNY

- nonooonoo

L SRR

et PP Zanatany

s

ikt SIS e et

SR TR . 7 \\\\ ¥ S I
(RNt | |- 00000000000 5y b g
(L m—— oz noonoohon tS ot g
L P08 8opnponpon < 5 e LT

[A00 Dnoonnnpag 0. e o T

. anin DDU UDBEDGSDE.’“:M%\,_J_ e R

R g 0 gHoonanoon = - = o
— | pO0.Bononoony - S
B - g __ 5~ [1808a0000n - e
/ . R i ’ a »- DDDD GGQD Q\: ., “»wm/ﬁ.m‘,w.mmwllu%,wuu,

e o 2
L " % -

S S o~

Pl o S o

R
e
7
D
N

NN, !

I

SR
7

N
S

N
W
I

AN

N\
Ny
N
R

=
o

5
o

R

7

% ¢ v 1/
% .

B \‘:.\ \\\w

R

N

X

(i

o
o,
i IS
i
7 .

&

u« T g o




ON EGYPT. 41

yond Metrahenny, over which there is a large bridge, and which at pres
fent runs under the hills, may at leaft in fome parts, be the remains of
the antient bed of the Nile; and from this account we have, the city of
Memphis feems to have extended from the old canal to the new one, and -
fome parts of it to have reach’d as far as the hills; for the Seraplum s
mention’d in a very fandy place, and confequently towards the hills where
.the Nile does not overflow, for 1 found the country fandy in fome parts
for near a mile from the hill. The palace of the Kings alfo was on
high ground, extending down to the lower parts of the city, where there
were lakes and groves adjoining to it; and I faw near Sacara a fort of
wood of the Acacia tree, this and Dendera being the only places in Egypt
where I faw wood grow as without art, and it is poffible this wood may
be fome remains of the antient groves about Memphis. The city being,
according to fome authors, above eighteen miles round 7, it might very

~ well take up the whole fpace between the river and the hills, Wthh I take

- not to be above four or five miles ; but what fixes the fituation of Memphis
~to this part, is Pliny’s account, who fays that the pyramids were between
* Memphis and the Delta.

This city was famous for the worﬂnp of Ofiris, under the fhape of a
living bull they call’'d Apis, probably becaufe that ‘animal is fo u{eful in
agriculture invented by that King, They had alfo a famous temple of
- Vulcan, and another that was dedicated to Venus.

The moft remarkable pyramids which are taken notice of by the an- pyumids.
tients, muft, according to this account, have been to the north weft of
Memphis ; they are calld now the pyramlds of Gize, and according to
this defcrlptlon of the antients, are towards the brow of the hills; for the
low hills extending to the fouth eift, on the weft fide of the Delta, and
near to this place, they here fet out for about two miles to the eaﬂ: and
then running fouth, the pyramids are built towards the north eaft angle g
the hills being computed to be about one hundred feet high above the plaln,

- and are of fuch freeftone as the pyramids are built with, On examining
the pyramids, and taking a view from the top of the great pyramid, I
made the plan of them and the fepulchres about them in the fixteenth
plate; and it was a confiderable time after I left Egypt, that I imagined |
{fome regularity might have been defign’ d, if not on building the firft great
pyramid, yet at fome time after, it may be when they began to build the
fecond ; and where I have fupplied the plan to make it regular, I either
fuppofe it to be deftroy’d, or which is more likely, that it might be laid
down as a plan by fome King, to be executed by his fucce{Tors but as all
this is pure conje&ure, {o every one may judge as he thinks proper. The
tombs about the great pyramid are diftinguifh’d from the {mall pyramids
by their not being fhaded. Moft of thofe pyramids are very much ruin’d,
and fome of them I concluded to be {o only from their being fquare
higher than the tombs, and having ruins about them. Thefe tombs are
oblong fquare folid buildings raifed two or three feet above the ground;
and I faw in fome of them holes £I'd up with fand, by which without
doubt they defcended to the apartments where they depoﬁted the dead.

H E;; d¢ z, Ze@craav v ae.‘u‘u.wd'd iz cidpz, ™ Toy piv v weeiborcy Tis WoAews imolyos swdiey
w3 vr dvipey Sbas dppwr cwgivear, Strabo  ixardy % @tyrioilz. Diodorus 1. 1. p- 46. '
1 xvii, p.8o7. = See note i,
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Caufeway.

Diodorus calls him Chemmis or Chembes.

OBSERVATIONS

Thefe might be the fepulchres of the near dependants, or poffibly of fome
of the relations of the Kings, who were buried in the great pyramids;
and it may be the relations mlght be buried under thefe fmall pyramids,
which might be a*diftin&tion not permitted to any others. Thole mark’d
T. are only holes, being probably tombs they had deftroy’d, and dug down
to fee if they could find any treafures.

~ As the pyramids are {uppofed to have been cafed with a hard ftone or
marble brought from the mountains of Arabia, of which there are quar-
ries near the Red fea; fo it muft have been a work of great labour to bring
the materials to this place. Herodotus ° obferves that they made a caufe-

‘way of ftone five furlongs in length, fifty feet broad, and in fome parts

forty feet high; tho’ this latter feems to be a miftake, unlefs any
bridge of that heighth in the way may juftify our author’s expreflion,
who adds that it was made of polifh’d ftones that were adorn’'d with the
figures of beafts, which might be only in fome particular parts. This he
thinks was a work not much inferior to that of building the pyramids.
The ftones might be convey’d by the canal that runs about two miles
north of the pyramids, and from thence part of the way by this extraor-
dinary caufeway ; for at this time there is a caufeway from that part, ex-
tending about a thoufand yards in length, and twenty feet wide, built of
hewn ftone; the length of it agreeing fo well with the account 'of Hero-
dotus, is a ﬁrong confirmation that this caufeway has been kept up ever
fince, tho’ fome of the materials of it may have been changed, all being
now built with freeftone. It is ftrengthened on each fide with femicircu-
lar buttrefles, about fourteen feet diameter, and thirty feet apart; there
are fixty-one of thefe buttreffes, beginning from the north: Sixty feet
turther it turns to the weft for a little way, then there is a bridge of about
twelve arches, twenty feet wide, built on peers that are ten feet wide.
Above one hundred yards further, there is fuch another bridge, beyond
which the caufeway continues about one hundred yards to the {fouth, end-
ing about a mile from the pyramids, where the ground is higher. The
country over which the caufeway is built being low, and the water lying
on it a great while, feems to be the reafon for building this caufeway at
firft, and continuing to keep it in repair. Oppofite to it, if Iam not
mtﬁaken there is an eafy afcent up for the carriage of the ﬁone as mark’d
in the plan at B. The hill to the eaft of this, on the north fi de is very
fteep, and it is with the greateft difficulty one afcends by the way C. that
leads up oppofite to the great pyramid A. which is at the north eaft angle
of the hill B. Herodotus fays it was built by Cheops, King of Egypt;
The former *fays it was eight
hundred Greek feet {quare, the latter * feven hundred, Strabo " lefs than
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fix hundred, and Greaves meafuring it very exadly, found it to be fix
hundred ninety-three Englith feet; {fo that the area takes up a little more
than eleven acres. The perpendicular height he found to be four hundred
ninety-nine feet, the inclined plain being equal to its bafis, the angles and
bafe making an €qu11atual triangle. Greaves found the meafure at top
thirteen feet, Diodorus fays it was nine feet, thofe who have made it more
aré not to be credited, and it is poflible that one tier of ftone may have
been taken away. There are on the top nine ftones, two being wanting

at the angles, and the two upper fleps are not perfe& nor could I fee

any fign in the middle of a ftatue having been fix’d there. The upper
tiers of ftones not being entire, 1 meafured two fteps below the top, and
it was twenty-fix feet on the north fide, and thirty on the weft; fo that
cither the pyramid is not {quare, or it inclines with a greater angle to
the weft and eaft, than to the north and fouth. The number of fteps
have been related very differently ; from two hundred and feven, Greaves’s
number,  to two hundred and fixty, the number of Albert Lewenftein ;
but as Mallet, who alfo was very exact, counted two hundred and eight,
it is probable the number of the fleps is two hundred and feven, or eight
tho’ I counted them two hundred and twelve. The fteps are from two
feet and a half to four feet high, not being fo high towards the top as at
the bottom, and broad in proportion to their height, being placed, as
Greaves obferves, {o as that a line ftretched from the bottom to the top,
would touch the angle of every ftep. The method of afcending is by the
angle to the north eaft, in order to keep in a firait line ; and when the
fteps are high, or fometimes orie ftep entirely broke away, they are obliged
to look for a convenient place to afcend, where the fteps are intire, or a
high ftep is a little moulder’d away, fo as to make the afcent more eafy.
It is thought that this, as well as the other pyramids, was cafed with a
finer ftone on the outfide, becaufe it is faid that not only the mortar has
been feen in which the flones were fix’d, -but alfo fome pieces of white
marble flicking to the mortar, which they fuppofe were left on their taking
away the flone for fome other ufe; and this feems to be intimated by
Herodotus, who fays that this pyramld was built at firft with fteps; that
being done they raifed the ftones (as it muft be fuppofed to cafe it) by
machines from one ftep to another, not having any longer a greater breadth
than a flep to fix their machines on, which muft have been a great work.
In this manner he fays they did the upper part firft, and fo continued it
down, finithing the lower part laft. * Pliny mentions a very extraordinary
thing with regard to thefe pyramids, and that is, that fome men were {o
very adroit that they could go up to the top of them; which if they were
cafed with fuch hard fmooth ftone as they appear to have been, this would
incline any one to conclude that this ﬁory ought to be look’d on in the fame
light as many other extravagant things he mentions; for to afcend by the fteps
could never have been very difficult, and was probably what the workmen
did every day. Herodotus . {peaks of fubterraneous apartments under the

* Site funtin parte Africze, monte faxeo fterilique, centa Xvi. hominum millia annis viginti eam
inter Memphim oppidum et quod appellari dixi- conftruxiffe produntur. Tres vero falte annis
mus Delta, a Nilo minus quatuor millia paffuum, fexaginta o&o, menfibus quatuor, Plin. Nat. Hiff,
a Memphi fex; vico appofito quam vocant Bufiris, L Ixvi. c. 12,
in quo {unt affueti {candere illas. Sed pyramis s See o,
ampliffima ex Arabicis lapidicinis conftat ; Tre-

pyramid,
.3

43



44

OBSERVATIONS

pyramid, and fays that the tomb was in an ifland made by water brought
from the Nile by a canal. from which one would conjecture that the
wells I fhall mention led to the fepulchre, and that the tomb which is feen
in the large room, was dcfign’d for fome other perfon of the royal family.
. It may be look’d on as a very extraordinary thing, how the entrance
into the pyramid fhould be found out, which it is faid was an enterprize
of the Calif Mahomet, who lived in the year eight hundred twenty-feven
of the Chriftian Zra; but without doubt this prince was inform’d of cvery
thing related by antient authors, with regard to thefe extraordinary build-
ings, that they were the fepulchres of the Kings of Egypt, and that as
Strabo © relates, there was in the middle of the pyramids a ftone that
might be taken out to open a way to the paffage that led to the tombs;
not that it is probable that they immediately found the place, but hawng
meafured out the middle of the pyramid, they might begin and work
lower ; all below being coverd with ftones and rubbith: They nnght
alfo get fome light by foundlng along up the middle of the pyramid, in
order to conjeture where the hollow paffage might be, or by piercing it
in feveral parts with proper tools.

For the particulars of the infide of the pyramid, I refer to Mallet’s
account, which 1 have added at the latter end of this volume, and to the
meafures below * taken from Greaves, as well as my own obfervations and

Parts of
Feet. Inches. feet.

t See r.
v An account of the meafures of the infide of
the great pyramid from Greaves G. fup-

) ) , Twenty-eight of thefe
plied from Maillet M. Sicard S. and my

holes on each fide S.

own obfervations P. Maillet>s and Sicard’s This gallery high 26 oo — G
meafures being French feet. Height of two tiers of
ftone, to the ftone that § 5 3 = P
, , Partsof fets in
R , Feet. Inches. feet. Each {tone fets out 00 3 — P.
Steps to the entrance 16 0o ~— G.P. The feven tiers that fet 6 P
Heightto it 38 oo — G. out, each indepth about} - )
Wide and high 3 oo &G Landing place R. is of
Long 92 — G the fame width. P, ‘
Broken paffage G. Long ;5 6 — P
Long 89 oo —G. High 10 oo — G
Broad 20 oo —G. Paffage T. long 8 oo — P
Height to paffage H. 9 0o — G. Wide - 4 oo — P
Paffage H.wideand high 5 c0o — G. High 4 00 — P
Long 1o oo — G Secondroom Y. wide 4 6 — P
Landing place L. long - 15 o0 — G.  Long 6 9 — P
Paffage N.wide andlugh 3 3 — M. Next paffage BB.
Long 1o co —G  Wide 4 oo — P
Room O. long 17 6 —M.  Long 8 3 — P
Broad i5 10 — M.  Great room long 3¢ co ¥ G
Walls hightothe flope 11 3 — S. Wide 17 oo 1% G
Length of the flope 1o oo — 8§ High 19 6 — G
Diameter of well, above 3 oo — G, Nine ftones cover the room.
Afcent into the galle - The two next the walls |
at M. about - S 0 — M wide } 2 0 — M
"Middle paffage broad oo Lese The reft wide c© — M
at M. 3 T Six tiers of ftone compofe :
Benches high at Q. 1 oo 2% the fides, being all of
Wide 1 o0 Gy an equal breadth.
Whole breadthof galLP. 6 00 355 G, The tomb long 7 3 — G
Holes for the feat at Q. Wide 3 33 — G
Long 1 1 ~—P Deep 3 33 — G
Broad oco 47 =P Long within 6 co ¥ G
Deep co 6 — 8, Wide within 2 o0 ¥ G
Diftance fromone another 3 9  — P, Deep within . 2 oo = G
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ON EGYPT.
others, and have given Mallet’s fe&ion of it in the feventeenth plate. I
have alfo added in the fixteenth plate, a plan of the laft great gallery E.
and of the apartments it leads to, together with a fection of that gallery
F. mark’d with the fame letters as the great fection, in order to give a
more clear idea of it.

It is to be obferved that the room X. has pilafters round it fix inches
broad, and three feet apart, which could not be reprefented in this {cale.
Mallet alfo fays that there are but four tier of ftones on the fides that fet
out on each fide of the gallery F. tho’ Greaves gives an account of feven,
and fo I am almoft certain I number’d them myfelf.

The fecond pyramld D. has a foflee cut in the rock to the north and
weft of it, which is about ninety feet wide, and thirty feet deep; there
are {mall apartments cut from it into the rock, fome of which are double,
a plan of them may be feen as reprefented in the fixteenth plate. Over
the doors, about ten feet from the ground, are holes cut in the rock as
to let in the ends of ftones, which I fuppofe were for the cover of a
portico, being laid on pillars that might be before thefe apartments,
Ten feet higher, are holes cut in like manner in the rock; fo that they
might have defign’d to make other apartments over thefe, cut likewife out
of the rock, and to have a gallery before them as below., It is faid this
pyramid was built by Cephrenes, the brother of Cheops. -~ Thevenot af-
firms that it is fix hundred and thirty-one French feet {quare, and Hero-
dotus ¥ feems to fay that it ftood on as much ground as the other, but
that it was forty feet lower; he fays alfo that it had not buildings under
ground as the firft, nor a channel to it from the Nile, but that an ifland
was made within it by means of an aquedu&, in which lay the body of
Cheops ;
apartment cut likewife out of the folid rock, in which this ifland might
be contrived, according to the account that Herodotus had. Strabo fays
that the height of both the pyramids was a little more than the length of
the fides, which feems to be a miftake for a little lefs *., He fays they
were both of the fame height, and fo they feem’d to me when I was at
the top of the great one; but he adds that one was a little lefs than

the other, which might be, if we fuppofe one to have a more eafy afcent

than the other. The account of Strabo feems to be the more probable,
the fecond pyramid appearing ﬁeeper than the other. It was completely
finifh’d on the outfide, tho’ ruin’d in feveral places; and a hole has been
made fome way up, as to find an entrance on the north fide. Herodotus
alfo oblerves, that the firft tier of ftone was of Zthiopic marble, that is
granite; this probably was the loweft tier, or the bafe of the pyramid.
And Diodorus * fays there were fteps cut in the fide of this pyramid,
which might be contrived in the middle, by not filling up the fteps there,

fo that it is probable a paffage was hewn through the rock to an,

and by making two fteps of one, as

w ’TeAsv-nfmﬂ@-' & 71y %xo“ééa&ou Ty ﬁao-ﬂ\nfnv
76y dPeAPeiv awrs qubgnm u, 1870y 8% 78 awTg 'rgoym
&xx@w%u 'rw z-regw -rae 78 omAa, % wveﬁew&x za'omo'au,
i (J-ev T ixevy ,u.e'r@c £k ocwxxmv Tabra 7ace oy n,
ruéis eye7gmra,uev gre yoag wrs;n smnpdle vmo ynv, E1e
b 78 Neiax diwgus ines &5 adray, afwreg & Ty sreenv,
fcxo'aa meaJ‘o‘unmvs 8t abindv Gy Eow, vijcou z;reyppsew
3 1 awtdy Abyzos udcou Xiema uraJayag d¢ Tay
wedroy dipey Aids "ADiwommd womirs, Teoswegnovle
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was the practice in the afcents they

zroJacg swobds s z-regm', T6VT0 ‘ueysS@ exoyevq uh
peydnns omoz?op.n; es‘am d ém) )\ocps 8 airs apui-
TEQau, porisa & txatdy widas viyad. Herodotus
L. c 127.

* This is an error that might eafily be made,
by putting pa{wv for peiar.
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OBSERVATIONS

made in the antient theatres. According to my obfervations, the cafing
of this pyramid did not proje& beyond the angle of the fteps, as it did in
thofe beyond Sacara, but was executed as reprefented in the fixteenth plate,
I obferved that on the north and eaft fides, the upper part of the pyra-
mid was entire for forty or fifty feet down from the top, as 1 conjc@ured,
and the ftone feem’d to fet further out for mear a hundred feet from the
top than it does below, which I could not account for.

Towards the {outh eaft corner of this pyramid, there are fome grottos

~cut in the rock, and adorn’d with hieroglyphics; and to the eaft of it

there are remains of walls, which probably may be what a certain author
calls a temple, before the fecond pyramid; there being more vifible re-
mains before the third pyramid, which feem to be the ruins of a tem-
sle.

P Dired@ly in the front of the fecond pyramid, about a quarter of a mile
to the eaft of it, is the famous fphynx H. about half a quarter of a mile
from the water when the Nile overflows, being on much lowcer ground
than the pyramids. Here feems to have been the grand way up to thefe
magnificent ftru@tures; the other I mention’d having been probably made
for the conveniency of carrying the ftone up to the great pyramid.

"The rock feems to have been dug away all round the fphynx for a great
way, and the ftone was doubtlefs employ’'d in building the pyramids, the
fphynx being cut out of the folid rock ; for what has been taken by fome
to be joynings of the ftone, is only veins in the rock. This extraordinary
monument is faid to have been the fepulchre of Amafis, tho’ I think it
is mention’d by none of the antient authors, except Pliny *. I found by
the quadrant that it is about twenty-feven feet high, the neck and head
cnly being above ground; the lower part of the neck, or the beginning of
the breaft is thirty-three feet wide, and it is twenty feet from the fore part
of the neck to the back, and thence to the hole in the back it is feventy-
five feet, the hole being five feet long, from which to the tail, if F
miftake not, it is thirty feet; which {fomething exceeds Pliny’s account,
who fays that it is a hundred and thirteen feet long. The fand is rifen
up in fuch a manner that the top of the back only is feen; fome perfons
have lately got to the top of the head, where they found a hole, which
probably ferved for the arts of the priefts in uttering oracles; as that in

the back might be to defcend to the apartments beneath.

A little to the weft north weft of the {phynx is a fmall ruin’d pyra-
mid F. as I concluded it to be; a way had been open’d into it, but every
thing now is almoft ruin’d. Ifaw in it two bandfome high door places
oppofite to one another, the fpace between them being only five feet ;
over them are hieroglyphics, among which I faw the Ibis and ftags, Op-
pofite to this pyramid, on the other fide of the valley to the fouth, is
fuch another K. which feem’d to have been built with fteps, and eaft of

* Ante has eft fphynx, vel magis miranda,
quafi fylveftre numen accolentium. Amafin re-
gem putant in ea conditum, et volunt inveftam
vider1. Eft autem faxo naturalielaborata et lubrica,

‘Capitis monftri ambitus per frontem centum duos

pedes colligit, longitudo pedum cxiir, eft, al-
titudo a ventre ad fummum apicem in capite
Lxist. Plin. Nat. Hift, 1. xxxvi, c, 12,

My account makes the {phynx one hundred and
thirty feet long, that is about feventeen feet more
than Pliny. He fays it was fixty-three feet high,
probably taking in a plinth that might be cut out
under it 3 {o that about thirty-fix fect muft be bu-
ried in the fand.



ON EGYPT.

it is another L. erefted on a foundation of rock, fifteen feet high ; it
feem’d to have been built up higher only with a thick wall about a hun-
dred and fifty feet fquare. The firft of thefe pyramids, from the defcrip-
tion of Herodotus *, feems to be that which he imagined was built by the
daughter of Cheops, who proftituted herfelf in obedience to her father.
The grand way up to the fecond pyramid, as has been obferved, {eems
to have been from the fphynx, and turning there to the right and left, it
might join two ways coming from the weft : What I took for the foun-
dation of a wall, might be fome remains of that to the north; the way
towards the fouth is a caufeway made of great ftones eleven paces wide,
and leading up to the temple M. which is before the third pyramid N.
The ftones employ’d in building the temple are fix feet broad and deep,

which is the thicknefs of the walls; and moft of them are fixteenr or

feventeen feet long, and fome twenty-two, as is reprefented in the fame
plate, the whole building being a hundred and ﬁxty feet deep, and a
hundred and cighty in front. To the eaft of it is the third pyramid N.
faid to be built by Mycerinus. Herodotus * fpeaks of it as three hundred
feet {quare; I meafured it at the vop fourteen feet on the north fide, and
twelve on the eaft, and counting {eventy-eight fteps, at one foot nine
inches broad, it amounts to about this number of feet. Our author af-
firms that it was built half way up with Ethiopian marble, that is cafed
with it; Diodorus mentions fifteen tier, fo that computing each tier on
the outﬁde to be five feet deep, as I found them, that will amount to
feventy-five feet, which anfwers within fix feet of the height, com-
puted at one hundred fifty-fix feet, fuppofing the fleps to be two feet
high. On this account Strabo fays it was as expenfive a work as the
others; all round it are remains of the granite it was adorn’d with, which
has been pull’d down, and great part of it carried away : Ifaw however
two ftones remaining in their places, about five feet deep. To the fouth
of this are three {mall pyramids O. the two weftern ones are about eighty-
feven feet {quare ; they are built with three degrees ten feet broad, each
of them confifting of three tier of ftone four or five feet deep, that fet
out about a foot, as reprefented in an upright of one of them O. In the
{fame plate at P. the eaftern pyramid is a hundred feet {quare, being what
is commonly call’d the fourth pyramid.

Thele feem to be the three pyxamlds mention’d by Diodorus immedi-
ately after the third, as built for the wives of the three Kings, the fuccef~

fors of Mycerinus. I cannot but mention a conJe&ure that has alfo been
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€ yup 41 'rsroyi theyor. Tivde, Ta 7e vwo 18 walgds
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sy dectau G s &y sy Do Aoy fam egyoun
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made by others, which will make the labour that was beftow’d on the
pyramids much lefs than is imagined ; and that is, that they might take
the advantage of building round a hill when they begun a pyramid; and
if this is probable, the great pyramid might be built about two rocky
hills ; the prefent entrance probably on the top of one, and the grand
room which has the tomb in it on the top of the other; and the paffage
and room under, might be cut out on the fide of the hill, tho’ at fome
diftance from the outfide of it; which is the more probable, if we fup-
pofe, as I fhall after obferve, that the firft invention of pyramids might
be owing to the cafing of {mall hills with ftone. I went twice to thefe
famous monuments, and I enter'd as often into the great pyramid. The
firft time I was in company with fome Englith and French, and attended
by the Caimacam, or governor of Gizeh. They had fent out great
plenty of provifions, and I could not but take particular notice of the
leflon of hofpitality the governor taught them, by diftributing about to
all the Arabsof the good fare they had brought, even before he had ferved
himfelf. The fecond time I went out was with the conful; and moft of -
the Englifh, when we went round by the bridges, and faw a great num-

‘ber of wild fowl all over the waters. We pitch’d a tent in the plain,

about half a mile to the north of the pyramids; the people of the neigh-
bouring village came and fat round, and had contrived to take away a gar-
ment that belong’d to us, and carried it to their village ; but when it
was mifling, and we threatned to make complaint to their landlord, who
was one of the Beys, if they did not go to the village in fearch of it, and
return it, they went off and brought it back. It was this fecond time
that I went alone down to the bottom of the firft well in the pyramid,
having prepared a lanthorn to let down to the bottom of each well, that
I might {ee how far I had to defcend; but none of the Arabs would go
down with me. The method of defcending is by the holes in the fide
to {et the feet in, which were much broken; fo that ’twas very difhicult,
being obliged to reft much on the arms. I fhould however have cer-
tainly gone down as far as I could, even alone, if I had not been in-
difpofed by a caufe {o far diftant as drinking the waters of Aleppo half
a year before; of which I fhall have occafion to fay more in another
place.

" CHAUP VL |
Of the Catacombs and Pyramids of SaccaRra.

TH O’ the pyramids and catacombs of Saccara are not ten miles from
thofe of Gizeh, yet the common way is to go from Cairo for five
miles along the eaft fide of the river, to the convent of St. George, where
crofling the Nile, the road paffes by Mocanan and Metrahenny ; the laft
place is three or four miles from Saccara. Between Metrahenny and Sac-
cara, I paffed over a canal on a large bridge of four arches; this is called
the weftern canal. |
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It was on my return from Faiume that I went to Saccara, going out of
the direct road to Cairo, {oon after we had pafled the fandy deferts; and
travelling about five miles north weft, we came to Dathour, where 'there Dithour.
is a cane, in which there are public harlots who are profeffed Mahome-
tans, as I was inform’d they are alfo in many other parts. Thefe wo-
men are always unveil'd ; and knowing that we were Europeans, they
came and ftared at us, and were very impudent, infomuch that my fer-
vant was obliged to drive them away. From this place we travelled a-
long by the weftern canal, and after two miles we came to a village
call’d Elmenthich Dathour, being oppofite to the great pyramid to the
fouth; the pyramid built of brick being in a line with Dathour. We foon
after came to the fandy defert, having the large canal to the eaft of us;
we after paffed between the ‘melon gardens, and came to a wood of
Acacia trees, which extends about a mile north to the groves of palm trees
that are near Saccara, which is a poor village at the foot of the hills. Saccara.
Having letters of recommendation, I went to the houfe of the Sheik, who
according to cuftom, fet of their fare before us, and promifed after he
had been at the mofque at noon, it being friday, to go with me to the
pyramids that were near. Accordingly we went half a mile to the fouth,
there being a {mall lake on that part of the town. We came to a caufe-
way made of great ftones thirty-five feet wide, leading weftward up the
hills; it is mark’d S. in the elghteenth plate. This day and the two fol-
lowing I made the obfervations, in which I am the more exad®, as few -
perfons have defcribed any thmg particularly here except the catacombs.
The afcent is fhort to a fandy plam that may extend four or five miles to
higher hills. I have given a view of the plain, and a plan of the pyra-
mids in the eighteenth plate. The pyramids are built from north to fouth Pyramids of
along the brow of the hill, extending from the three northern ones C, S
which are three or four miles from Saccara, for eight or nine miles to the
fouth, About half a mile eaft of the pyramid F. that appears at a di-
ftance to be built with great fteps, is .a little defcent to a fort of a round
plain T. with a rifing in the middle; bones and fkulls are feen almoft all
over this fpot, under which are the catacombs of the mummies, extend-
ing near to this pyramid, the whole country being a rocky foil, cover’d
over with fand five or fix feet deep. About half a mile to the north of
the fame pyramid, are the catacombs of the birds B. In this part I found
about the fands many of thofe little earthen ftatues of Ofiris, that are
cover'd with a fort of green enamel or paint. I faw here feveral heaps of
ruins, and a fort of foffee which goes all round to the fouth of Saccara ;
{o that probably this place was formerly enclofed.

The three pyramids C. are three or four miles further to the north;
they feem to be about the fize of the third pyramid of Gize, and are on
a height extending rather more to the eaft than the other hills. As
there is nothing remarkable in them, fo travellers never go to them. Be-
tween thefe pyramids and thofe of Glze the hills retire and make a fost
of a femicircle. Here I imagined I faw feveral ruins, and poffibly this
might be the part of Memphis that extended up to the defert. To the
{fouth eaft of thefe catacombs of the birds, I faw the ruin’d pyramid D.
about fixty feet {quare; and further fouth, fome {quare monuments E.
that might have been fmall pyramids. Near thefe is the pyramid F. call'd

Vor. L _ o) ‘ by
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by the Arabs the pyramid with fteps. T omitted to meafure it any other-
wife than by paces®, by which I computed the meafure to be three hun-
dred feet to the north, and two hundred feventy-five to the eaft; and I
found that moft of thefe pyramids are broader one way than the other,
This is a hundred and fifty feet high, confifting of fix fleps or degrees,
eleven feet broad, and twenty-five feet deep in the perpendicular, being, I
fuppofe, thirty-five in the inclined plain on fome of the fides, as I find I
meafured it in fome parts ; for the front of the degrees is an inclined plain,
As it is much ruin’d at the angles, I afcended at the north eaft angle,
and defcended by the north weft ; it meafured at top twenty-two feet fix
inches to the eaft, and fifty feet fix inches to the north, which muft be
accounted for by its inclining with a different angle onc way from what it
does the other. The outfide cafing is of hewn ftone, twenty ticr to each
degree, each tier being one foot three inches deep. The building within
is of {mall thin ftones, and the yellow gravelly mortar is fix inches thick
between them. There are two holes broken in on the fouth fide, as re-
prefented in the nineteenth plate at F.  On the fame fide, three quarters
of the lower degree is broken away, and on the north fide the loweft
degree is intirely gone ; and on the eaft fide the ground is rifen up to the

~ height of the firft degree. Near this pyramid I faw many picces of a fort

of red and yellow marble.

The pyramid G..in the eighteenth plate, to the fouth weft, appears round
at top; and there are three or four built in the fame manner towards the firft
entrance on the hills from the caufeway; one of them H. meafured a hun-
dred feet to the eaft and weft, and eighty to the north and fouth; another
L is of the fame dimenfions one way, and only ninety feet wide on the
caft fide. This latter has fome great flones remaining towards the top,
but there are none about the other; this as well as fome others, {eems to
have been fill'd up in the middle with fmall ftones and fand ; on each
fide the entrance are two {maller, K L: Thefe latter do not look like py- |
ramids, but more like hillocks cafed with ftome; fo that it is probable
either that the original of pyramids was owing to the cafing with ftone fuch
raifed grounds that they threw up in memory of their dead, or that thefe
hillocks in the northern parts, were a barbarous imitation of pyramids;
and as in Syria there are fome not very {mall cafed with ftone, that at
prefent have caftles built on them, it is poflible they might firft have
been made in honour of fome great men, and afterwards be converted
to another ufe, Going near two miles to the fouth, and crofling over a
little height which runs from eaft to weft, we came to the imperfedt
pyramid N. call'd Muftabait-el-Pharaone, or the feat of Pharaoh, on
which the Arabs fay the Kings of Egypt promulged their laws; it is
two hundred feventy-three feet wide to the north, and two hundred and
eight to the eaft; at prefent it is forty-fix feet high, all the fteps fetting
in a foot, except the third from the bottom, which fets in ten feet ; it is
built of large mouldering ftones, full of fhells, they are feven feet long,
and of the fame depth as the fleps, that is, four feet fix inches; a view

2 Tho* I was guilty of a great omiffion in not an account of thefe imperfect obfervations, in the
being more exact in thefe meafures, as well as manner I made them, than to pafs them over in
fome others, inrelation to which I fhall always filence, that others may be induced hereafter to
miention in what manner I took the meafures, if give a more exact account,

I was not exact; yet I thought it better to give
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of it may be {een in the nineteenth plate G. To the weft north weft of it
there is a {mall raifed pyramid G. in the eighteenth plate, being about two
hundred feet {quare: Near weft of it is the ruin’d pyramid O. From this
place we went two miles to the great pyramid P. call’'d Il-Herem-Elkebere-
El-Barieh, the great pyramid to the north. As there are heaps of ftone round
the pyramid that has fcaled off, and I had no inftruments to take the level,

fo I was obliced to meafure the pyramid at a diftance, by beginning oppo-

fite to the anglps, which muft be acknowledged not to be fo certain ;
but in this manner I meafured feven hundred and ten feet to  the north,
and fix hundred and ninety to the eaft; but pacing it, the meafure came
out on the north fide only fix hundred fixty-two feet and 2 half, fo that
poflibly there might be fome miftake; tho’ the north fide meafured on the
top twenty feet, and the eaft fide only fifteen; which inclines me to
think that the meafure I tock is pretty exa&, that makes the north fide
the broader. There are a hundred and fifty- fix fteps from three to two
feet high ; the lower fteps being about three feet, the othérs moftly two,
and about two feet broad. By the quadrant I found it to be about three
hundred forty-five feet high, which would be the height at a middle com-
putation of two feet four inches to each ftep. The pyramld by the mea-~
fure at top, {eems to incline with a more acute angle to the north and
fouth, than it does to the eaft and weft, where the fteps may be broader,
fo that this pyramid is probably as big as the great one at Gize; for com-
puting the fteps to be only two feet broad, tho’ 1 fuppofe fome of them
- muft be more to the eaft and weft, the north fide will be fix hundred

forty-four feet, according to this computation: And a traveller who feems

to mean this pyramid, which he calls the pyramid of Rhodope, and the
largeft of the fifteen this way, probably took his meafures by computing
the fteps, who fays it is fix hundred forty-two feet fquare, and three hun-
dred twenty-feven high, and mentions a hundred and forty-eight fteps;
but as thefe are French feet, it may bring the meafures pretty near to thofe
I have given. The ftones of the cafing are fix fect long, and fo proje&t
~-about four feet.- ~Thefe flones I found to be two feet ten inches-in the
inclined plain, Where they were two feet fix inches thick.—

It is to be obferved that the fteps of the fecond pyramid of Gize being
fill'd up, as reprefented in the fixteenth plate, that manner of finithing
the work was moft convenient, as they begun it at top; but as they might
after find it more commodious to begin the cafing at bottom, this method
of laying the ftone, {o as to project four feet beyond the fteps, might be
judged a more proper way, both as it made a larger platform to work on,
and to raife the materials, and alfo as the ftones laid in this manner would
more effetually bind one another.

This pyramid is built of the {fame freeftone as the others, but cafed
with a fine hard flone, the outward cover remaining in feveral parts, as
appears in the views in the nineteenth plate. A. is the weft fide, B. the
eaft, C. the north ; the ground is raifed much on the north fide, and alfo
on the eaft, but leat of all on the weft. At fome diftance to the fouth
and weft the ground is hollow, as it is to the north and weft of the great
pyramid fouth of it; out of thefe places, they probably dug the ftone to
build the pyramids,

| On’
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On the north fide, about a third of the way up, is an entrance three
feet five inches wide, and four fect two inches deep; the ftones within
are of the height and breadth of the entrance, and about five feet long,
I went into the pyramid by this paflage, which is fteep, and has holes cut
as refts for the feet. It was with great difficulty we made our way for
the laft twenty-five feet, the paflage being almoft fillld up with fand.
At the end I came into a room twenty-two feet and a half long, and -
eleven feet ten inches broad ; at the height of ten feet fix inches, a tier
of flones fet in on each fide five inches, and in the fame manner twelve
tiers one over another; f{o as that the top either ends in a point, or as I ra-
ther conjeture, it may be about a foot broad: To the weft of this room is
fuch another; and in both at the further end, in the middle of the fifth
and fixth tiers of ftone from the top, is a door, each of which leads to a
{mall room, as I was inform’d by a gentleman who contrived a ladder in
order to get up to them. Thefe rooms are of a {mooth white ftone; and
nothing can be imagined finer than the workmanthip of them, being all
of large ftone. There are only feven in length, and three or four in
width. At the joining of the ftones, there is a little channel half an
inch broad, making an angle like the members of a trigliph in the Do-
ric order : The plan D. and a fe&ion of them E. may be feen in the
twentieth plate. About a mile to the fouth eaft is another great pyramid
Q. call'd, The great pyramid to the fouth, (Il-Herem-El-Kieber-El-Koubli)
which is lefs than the other: Meafuring it as I did the other, I found it
was on the north fide five hundred and ninety feet wide, on the eaft fix
hundred ; and pacing it, the meafure on this fide came out exa@ly the
fame, and on the north fix hundred and five feet ; fo that it is probable
this pyramid is fix hundred feet {quare ; and the height of it is three hun-
dted and thirty-five feet. What is very particular, it feems to incline
with a greater angle from the height of two hundred and eighty feet than
it does below ; for this pyramid feems to have been cafed all the way up,
and is built of very good hewn ftone even within, as I obferved in fome
places where it is broke away ; for it is ruin’d in many parts, but not fo
as that any one can go up to the top. The lower parts are much deftroy’d
on all fides, and yet it would be very difhicult and dangerous to go up to
a hole that {feems to lead to a paffage that is not open, which is at the
height of twelve tier from the ground ; and I obferved that under this

_ hole the ftones do not lie horizontally. The outer ftcnes are moftly

three feet fix inches long, two feet four inches thick, and two feet fix in
the inclined plain; the fteps are two feet broad, and the ftones laid on
them, which are two feet wide, proje@ beyond the fteps four feet fix
inches, and confequently make the pyramid every way nine feet wider
than it was before it was caled. Where I obferved the pyramid appeard
as built with a different inclination above, the ftones {feem to have {caled,
to be much ruin’d and loofe ; and I do not think that I could be fo far
deceived, as not to perceive that the difference was caufed only by that
upper part not being cafed with ftone as the reft. The lower part is very
entire, except towards the bottom, as mark’d in the twentieth plate, where
it {eems to have been purpofely broke, and the ftones carried away. F.
is the north fide, G. the fouth, H. the weft, and 1. the eaft fide. The
north fide is the moft entire, and the ground is not fo much raifed as cn

the
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ON EGYPT. £3
the other fides. To the eaft north eaft of this is a ruin’d pyramid I. a:
bout one hundred’ feventy feet one way, and two hundred and ten ano-
ther.

About two miles to the eaft of the laft great pyramid, on lower ground;

and near the eaft edge of the mountain, is the pyramid R. built of un-
burnt brick, call'ld Ktoube-El-Menfhieh (the bricks of Menthieh) from a
village near call’d Menthich Dafhour. It was doubtlefs built near the
plain on account of the brick, which feems to be made of the earth
brought by the Nile, being of a fandy black earth, with fome pebbles and
fhells in 1it; it is mix’d up with chopped ftraw, in order to bind the clay
together, as they now make unburnt bricks in Egypt, and many other
eaftern parts, which they ufe very much in their buildings. I found fome
of thefe bricks thirteen inches and a half long, fix inchesand a half broad;
and four inches thick ; and others fifteen inches long, {even broad, and
four inches and three quarters thick, I obferved on the north fide the
bricks were laid lengthways from north to fouth, but not every where in
that dire&ion; however, I partlcularly took notice that they were not laid
{o as to bind one another It is much erumbled and ruin’d ; but as it is;
1 meafured it, and found it to be one hundred fifty —feven ‘feet on the
north fide, and two hundred and ten on the weft ﬁde it being much
broke away on the eaft and weft fides; for at top it meafured forty-
three feet by thirty-five ; itis a hundred and fifty feet high. By what I
could judge from the prefent fhape of it, I concluded that. it was buile
with five degrees, like the pyramid at Saccara, each being about ten feet
broad, and thirty deep; fo that the afcent to it is eafy, as the bricks are
crumbled away. As there is gravel and fhells in the bricks, it is not pro-
bable that this is the pyramid built by that extravagant King Afychis,
with the mud that fluck to the plummets, which were often thrown into
a lake for that purpofe ®. ~

Another day I went to fee the catacombs; and was firft condu@ed to Caucombs:
thofe of the mummies in the eighteenth plate A. to one a little fouth of
the pyramid of fteps. The entrance to it is by a well A, in the nine-
teenth plate, about four feet fquare and twenty feet deep, cut through
the ﬂaty rock, which has a mixture of talc init; the upper part is fand;
which is often moved by the wind, and fills up the holes. I obferved
fome of thefe wells were cafed with unburnt brick at:the top, as far as
the depth of the fand, which by the fize of them I imagined to be an-
tient. The ufual method of letting people down by ropes is very pain-
ful; but I'brought with me a ladder made of ropes, by which I defcended
more conveniently, tho’ not without being mueh incommoded by the
fand which falls down from the top: 1 obferved that there were holes on
each fide to defcend by, as in the wells of the pyramid, and thofe of the
cifterns of Alexandria; but tbey feem here to be moftly wore away, fo as
to be of no ufe. The way is then by a paffage B. five feet wide and about

fifty feet long, which is almoft fill'd up with fand. I then came to a paflage

b '!’mgﬁame&m & Bx?\oftsvov TEtov vov PBacinie vse TON, OZON O ZETZ TON AAAQN GEON KON-
weoregoy twiTE Pacirtas yivo,uevs; "Ary i, yvn;/.oav TQ TAP TOOTTITONTES EX AIMNHN, O, TI
voy 'avegepm'ac MG ik wAVSdY wmmmv?ac K] MPOEXOITO TOT IHAOY TQ KONTQ, TOYTO
yedupala v Ao ihksworzpuiva 1dd Aéyovrd isi' STAAETONTES, ITAINOOTE EIPYIAN KAI ME
MH ME KATANO®HS MPOX TAS AIOINAZ TPOHQ TOIOTTQ EZEMNOIHEAN. Herodotus L ii.
IITPAMIAAZ IPOEXQ TAP AYTEQN TOZOY- C.1 36.
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of the fame fize, and about fix feet high ; on one fide were the apart-
ments C. with benches X. about two feet above the patages D, On
thefe I fuppofe they laid the mummies; and if they et them uprighe,
they muft have had fome way of fupportmg them. On the other fide are
the narrow cells E. juft big enough to receive a large cothin.  About two
feet from the ground, in the middle of them, the rock fets out for about
half a foot diameter, as reprefented in the plan This 1 imaginced might
be to lay a coflin on, and there might be another placed on the around.
From this alley we went to another t narrower, on each fide of which were
niches, as reprefented at F. which feem’d to be defign’d to fet cofhins in
upright. From thefe paffages there are cut oblong fquarc apartments
G. which are full of the remains of mummies; and probably here the
inferior perfons of a family were depofited, piled up one on another ; as we
may fuppofe the heads of the family were {et upright in the niches, which
appear to have been wall'd up, as well as all the other apartments; and
fometimes walls were built acrofs the paffages. It is probable each family
originally had its burial place, and as the family increafed, they branched
out thefe {epulchral grotts, fo as that every defcendant might have a place
apart for his family. I faw feveral of the {fwathes lying about, and fome
remaining almoft entire, only the bodies taken out from the middle for
the fake of the mummy, and to fearch if they could find any thing in
them. I obferved fome of the bodies had been done up in palm boughs,
which were tied together at each end; fome of thefe appear’d like ruthes,
probably being rotten; others I faw, had been tied up in thefe fine reeds
with which the Eafterns write. Thefe probably were people of better con-
dition than the others, as coffins was an expence that all could not be at,
and thofe who could afford coffins made of plank, might not be able to rife
to the price of fuch as were hollowed out of one piece of timber, in the
fhape of a mummy, and finely painted according to the expence they
would be at. I faw alfo many fkulls here, as well as on the plain be-
yond ; many of which probably had been rifled of the bitumen or bal-
fam that was in them, when that fort of medicine was formerly much
more in ufe than it is at prefent. I faw alfo {everal large earthen vafes,
of which a draught may be feen in the twenty-firft plate, which repre-
fents a mummy 1 fent from Egypt. In them wasa black fat earth, which
made me imagine that the bowels might be preferved in them.

I went half a mile north of the pyramid with fteps, to the catacomb
of the birds B. call’d the well or pit of the birds, to which the entrance
is the {fame as of the other at A. excepting that it is about thirty feet deep;

‘the paflage from it is almoft full of fand, and about cight feet wide, as all

the other paffages are. Thefe catacombs are much more magmﬁcent
than the others, being the fepulchres of thofe birds and other animals
they worfhipped ; for when they happen’d to find them dead, they em-
balm’d them, and wrapped them up with the fame care as they did human
bodies, and depoﬁted them in earthen vafes cover’d over and ftopped
clofe with mortar, as defcribed in the laft book: A plan of the catacombs
is reprefented in the nineteenth plate; and the front of one of the apart-

ments is Thewn at C. as it is fill'd with thofe vafes.
In one of the irregular apartments I faw feveral larger jarrs, which
mlght be for dogs and other animals; of which fome have been found,
but
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ON EGYPT.

but are now very rare. Concerning the manner of embalming thefe ani-
mals, as well as human bodies, I fhall give a more particular account in
the laft book.

Returning from vifiting the catacombs fooner than was expedted, when
I unlock’d the door of the room the Sheik had put me into at his houfe,

a little girl about eight years old run out of the room againft me; lay-

ing hold of her, fhe cried out, but I had prefence of mind enough to
let her go, it being a great affront in thefe countries for any one to lay
hands on the fair fex; and difcovering any roguery (which 1 immediate-
ly apprehended) would have caufed an embroil in the family, had the
Sheik taken my part or not. As foon as I came into the room, I faw a
hole had been broke thro’ the ceiling, tho’ the room was ten feet high,
and as I fuppofed, the mother had let the child down by a rope to rifle
my baggage, and convey what they thought proper up the fame way
fhe came down. As it happen’d I caught them at the beginning, and
little was loft; tho’ doubtlefs they thought they fhould find treafures, as
they imagine the Franks, as they call all Europeans, abound in money. I
was a little chagrined at this treatment, but thought it the moft prudent
way to take no notice of it, and to remain under the prote@ion of the

Sheik, tho’ I could have gone away with the governour of Gize, who

happen’d to be there, which might have caufed a jealoufy between themj;
fo I ftaid till the next morning, when the Sheik fent a man to condu&
me to Grand Cairo. '

CHAP. VIL

Of FaiumEe the old ArsiNoEg, the LABYRINTH,
' and the Lake M £Rr1s.

JHE Caravans go once a week from Cairo to Faiume, but as the
Cathif or governor of that province, was to fet cut for this place,
it was thought I fhould go more conveniently in his company ;

fo being recommended to him, I join’d him fome time before our depar-
ture at old Cairo, at the houfe of Ofman Bey, whofe creature and {lave
he had been. I had a room aflign’d me there, and the Cathif invited
me to {up with him; I had brought fome {pirituous liquors with me to
prefent to him, with which I took care he thould be fupplied at fupper,
and he proved to be a cheerful merry man, {feeming to be about five
and thirty years old. In the morning I fet out with him, and we
went to the fouth of old Cairo, and paffed by the mofque call’d Saranebi,
becaufe they fay a print of Mahomet’s foot is there; as they pretend
likewife at a mofque near Damafcus.. Beyond it we pafied by a village
call'd Dertin, and came to St. George’s convent, about five miles from
old Cairo; it is uninhabited, but the priefts go out there to officiate on
fundays and holidays. Here we croffed the river, and going on, we
came to the large village of Mocanan, with fine plantations of palm-
trees about it, and heaps of rubbifh to the north of it.  About two miles
further to the fouth weft, we arrived at Metrahenny ; about this place

5
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alfo 1 obferved feveral heaps, and a mound extending a mile north and
fouth, and then north weft towards the pyramids that are near Saccara.
This, I conjecture, might be a rampart thrown up to defend the antient
city of Memphis; and this I {fuppofe was the bank on which I came from
Saccara. South of Metrahenny we paffed over a canal called Calig-El-

- Eheram, or the canal of the pyramids, which communicates with feveral

{mall canals that were dry in the month of February. We ftopped a
while, and I had my carpet laid at a diftance; but the Cafhif invited
me to him, and I partook of their collation of bread, raw onions, and a
fort of falt pickled cheefe. We went on and came to the canal of Dafhour,
which we pafled on a large bridge of ftone with four arches. This I
take to be the weftern canal mention’d in the way to Saccara. We pur-
fued our journey moftly by the canal, and came near to the hills to the
fouth at Baderifhihe, to the eaft of the canal. Tho’ the greater part of

+ 'thefe hills may be natural, yet I fuppofe that the Nile formerly running

more to the weft, a mound was thrown up where it ufually flowd, to
turn its courfe, according to the account of Herodotus ; but that a canal
was brought in lower, and join’d the antient bed of the Nile further to
the north weft, in order to water the country. We paffed the night there
in a grove of palm-trees; the Cafhif fent to me to come to him, and I
prefented him with the liquor I brought for him, and fat with him for
fome time; but a great Sheik coming to him, I retired to my own place,
and the Cafhif fent me of his fupper, which was prepared for him by the
village on the other fide. The next day we went on, and afcended the
low fandy hills to the fouth weft, which abound in the Egyptian pebble ;
the road was after through an uneven fandy defert, and we came to a vale
bounded to the north by low hills that are made up entirely of oyfter
fhells, with a very little red clay or earth between. I faw alfo much of
that talc which is call'd Trichites; the oyfter fhells are large, and thofe
at the top are dry, and not changed in their quality, but many of thofe
below and on the plain are petrified. We afcended another {mall height,
and crofling a large fandy plain, we came to a Sheik’s tomb, and a wa-
tering place on a rifing ground, and by a long defcent arrived at Tamiea,
at the end of the defert, where a canal comes from the Nile, and runs
into the lake Meris. This canal was very low, and had little water in
it; the mouth of it at the Nile, as I was inform’d, being almoft fill'd up
with a bank of fand; fo that at Tamiea they have made a refervoir with
ftrong brick walls above the canal, being a fort of a pond about half a mile
round, to which the water is brought by a fmaller canal, that higher up
branches out from a great one. Here the water is kept up for the ufe of
the village, and to be convey’d to the high lands by two canals; but when
the bafin is full, and they have no need to draw it off, the water runs
over in three fheets at the weft end, and fo falls into the great canal 1.
Having well confider’d this great work, we went on through a large fandy
plain, having improved land to the weft that is very poor, and producing
bad crops, the corn being only fown, or coming up along by the furrows,

- Strabo has an expreflion for continuing the wa- diftributed it out all over the country ; and it is
ter in this manner; ramsvdor, and ’tis probable not unlikely that the village of Tamiea has its
they called the head of water itfelf Tameiz, that name from this,

s, the place where they kept up the water, and

where
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ON EGYPT 57

where it has the benefit of the little water they can bring to it. The Arabs
who came out to meet the Cafhif, exercifed themfelves all the way on
horfeback, by running after one another with the pike, in the ufual way:
When one has an advantage over another he engages, he turns thort and
rides away, the other purfuing him till he finds an opportunity to firike,
and then he runs off in the fame manner.

We came to the large village of Sennours, and went to the houfe of the Sennous.
governor of the place, where a great fupper was prepared for the Cafhif;
a coarfe brown woollen cloth being {pread near the whole length of the
room, a heap of bread in cakes was laid all round it, and about ten
difhes repeated {ix or {feven times over were placed along the whole length
of the room ; as pilaw, a {fmall fheep boiled whole, a lamb roafted in
the fame manner, roaft fowls, many difhes of ftew’d meat in foup, fweet
flummery, cabobs, or meat roafted in {mall pieces, that may be eat with-~
out dividing, and ‘the like. The Cathif fat at the head of the table, and
all the great people fat down with him : I might have put my(elf in a-
mongft them, but being determined not to do any thing without dire@ion,
I kept my feat on the {opha, and when the perfon got up at the right hand
of the Cafhif, the Cafhif call’d to me to take his place, and fhew’d me
great civility ; which was more honourable than 1f I had placed myfelf
lower at the table. The cuftom is for every one to get up as foon as he
has done, wafh his hands, and take a draught of water; -and {o there isa
continual fucceflion, till at laft the poor come in and eat up all; for itis
a cuftom with the Arabs never to fet by any thing that ‘comes to the
table, {o that when they kill a theep, they drefs it all, call in their neigh-
bours and the poor to finith every thing, and a.fterwards live on bread, and
their other mean fare. In the morning we had a very grand collatlon laid
in the fame manner, confifting’ of the beft fort of bread, made with but-
ter, fried eggs, honey, green falt cheefe, ohves, and feveral other {mall
things,

\R%e were here in the fru1tfu1 provmce of Arﬁnoe, which is faid to Provmce of
have been the moft beautiful fpot in all Egypt *, ‘being the only part
of it that produced naturally the olive, which was cultivated by art in
the gardens of Alexandria. Here with care, they could make excellent
oyl ; but negle&ing the bufinefs, they made only an ill-favour’d oyl, pro-
bably by letting the olives hang too long, in order to make a greater
quantity; it alfo produced wine, great plenty of corn and pulle, and
whatever they pleafed to fow. We purfued our journey, and came to
Baiamout, where there certainly has been fome confiderable antient city Buiamoue,
or buildings, it may be, fome place dependant on Arfinoe, which was
near. There are particularly to the north -of the village, ruins on each
fide of the road, which I found to be of -two pyramids, as reprefented Pyramids.
in the two plans and uprights in the twenty-fecond plate. I fhould not
have conjectured that they were pyramids, if 1 bad not feen the corner
of pyramid A. remain, as reprefented in the upnght and they are cal-
led by the people the pyramlds of Baiamout (Al-Harem-Baiamout.) They

were built in a very particular manner, of large freeftone, being fo-
[ J
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lid buildings, at the corners and in the middle ; and I fuppofe likewift in
the middle of each fide, there being fome remains of one of the walls in
pyramid B. It feems as if the two firft tiers of flone were built on the
foundation, and that the others between the folid buildings were laid
from the wall to thofe buildings ; there remain at prefent ten tiers of ftone
of the middle piles, of the other parts there is only one tier above ground:
the ftone was brought from a great diftance, fo this manner of building
feems to have been contrived to fave the expence of bringing the mate-
rials. I faw about this place, as well as on the {pot of the anticnt Ar-
finoe, near Faiume, the people fifting the fand in order to find feals and
medals, there being no place in all the eaft where the former are found in
fuch great abundance. 'We went on and paffed a deep bed of a canal, with
broken banks on each fide eight or nine feet high, a very fmall ftream
running init. I here obferved that the foil for about three feet from the
top was black, under it was a layer of two feet of a yellow fandy foil,

- which I took notice of in a pit at Sennours; and moreover herc the earth

below is black, fo that the lower black foil being the fediment of the
Nile; at fome time or other a hurricane of wind may have brought fuch
a quantity of fand as to cover the country for two fect deep; which after-
wards might be render’d fruitful again by the overflow of the river. We
came to Faiume through the heaps of ruins of the antient Arfinoe, crof-
fing on a bridge, the large canal, which runs along the north fide of the
new town.

Fajume is about two miles in compafs, but very ill built, chiefly of un-
burnt brick ; it is the place of refidence of the Cafhif or governor of this
province : Several rich people live here, who have villages near belonging
to them ; there are alfo fixty Arabs of intereft who live in the town,
and have the title of Sheiks, one of them being the head who has the
greateft intereft; and thefe all go to the divan of the Cadi, which is
held twice a week. The Cadi is fent once a year from Conftantinople,
and has a {ubftitute that conftantly refides here, and is generally the fame
perfon; the Cafhif calls a divan whenever there is occafion. They have here
a great manufacture of thofe mattings they lay on the floors of their rooms ;
they are alfo famous for making rofe water, which is ufed by them in
many things they eat, as well as to throw on the guefts before the in-
cenfe; and it is faid alfo that they make coarfe cloths, and cheap woollen
ftufls, prepare leather, and thofe leathern bags in which they carry the
water on the camels backs.

The Francifcans of the convent of Jerufalem have a fmall place here,
coming under the notion of phyficians, tho’ they wear their habit. A
tumult being raifed againft the Chriftians a year or two before, on account
of one of them that kill'd a renegado, they broke open this convent and
plunderd it of every thing. The Copti church is four miles off, tho’
there are many Chriftians in the town; they have vineyards in this coun-
try, moftly about two leagues to the weft, and the Chriftians make very
good whitewine ; they have alfo fine raifins, and the Mahometans make
a fyrup of the juice of the grape by boiling it, which they call Becmes;
it is ufed inftead of fugar, and they bring it alfo to the table and dip
their bread in it, which is a very agreeable food. The water of the ca-
nals in ‘the month of February is a little falt and not gcod, and muft be
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worfe till the Nile rifes. Whilft I was at Faiume it hail’d and rain’d al-
moft ‘all one morning, and rain’d very hard the night following, which is
not loock’d on as an advantage, and often does harm; and as they told
me caufes a {carcity, the overflowing of the Nile being fuflicient to water
the country.

When I came to Faiume, I had an apartment given me in the Cafhif’s
houfe, and hoped to have {een things to great advantage; his people per-
fuaded me to fend back my horfes, and promifed I fhould be well fur-
nifh’d, but I found myfelf obliged to hire very bad horfes at an extrava-
gant price. They ferved for me a table every day in my own room, and
fometimes the Cafhif fent for me to dine with him; when the drams went
round very plentifully whilft we were eating, and the great man diverted
himfelf by jefting with two or three that feem’d to be with him as depen-
dants, expe&ting {ome little government ; for on fuch occafions, when
.they are in private, the Turks lay afide their gravity, and run into levity
as much as the Europeans. . ‘

I went and examined the fite of the antient Arfinoe, to the north of Ance:
the town, twelve miles and a half from the lake; it was firft call’d the
~ city of the crocodiles , becaufe they worthipped the crocodile there, which
they bred up tame in the lake, of. which Strabo who faw it, gives a very
extraordinary account. Diodorus gives two reafons for the rife of the
- worthip of the crocodile; one that Menas, or Menes, one of the antient
Kings, the fame who built the labyrinth, being purfued by his own dogs
to this lake, was carried by a crocodile to the other fide, and in gratitude
built this city, and inftituted divine honours to this animal, fet apart the
lake for its nourithment, where he built himfelf a fepulchre, a pyramid,
and the labyrinth. I conje@ured this city might have been about four
miles in compalfs, and probably had a canal on every fide of it. There are
little remains of the city, except the great heaps of rubbifh that are feen
on all fides, and ruins of a wall of a round building, which feems to have
- been built of brick, but the eaft fide of it was encrufted with fuch a fort
of petrification as-is {een on antient aquedués; the people fay it was a -
bagnio, and poffibly it might be fome old building converted to that ufe.
The country round is water'd by a great number of canals, over which
there are many bridges made of brick. They reckon their diftances here
by malakas, a meafure of about half a league, or what one may travel
eafily in half an hour.

I went about three miles to the fouth weft, to a very particular obelifk Obelit, -
of a red granite, calld Akmud Bijige (the pillar of Bijige) from the vil-
lage of Bijige near it; it is of the figure reprefented in the twenty-fecond
plate, meafuring four feet two inches on the north fide, and fix feet fix
inches on the eaft ; it is forty-three feet high, each fide of it divided by
lines into three columns, that in the middle being a foot wide. I obferved
the manner in which the hieroglyphics are difpofed; above thefe are four
ftories of men, fix on each line, eighteen inches high, moft of them hav-
ing hawks heads, and the high cap ; below, it is divided into fourteen
columns of hieroglyphics, and the top is cut down in the middle about
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three inches from north to fouth, as in the draught: The obelifk is much
decay'd all round for ten feet high, but moftly on the fouth fide ; the weft
fide is almoft entirely defaced, and at the fouth weft and fouth caft cor-
ners, it is much broken for about twenty feet high, and the whole 1s very
foul, on account of the birds that fit on the top of it; fo that it would
have been difhicult to have taken oft the hicroglyphics. We went on and
came to a Village call'd Gerod, where we vifited the Sheik of the village,
who entertain’d us very civilly. We went on moftly thro’ groves of young
palm-trees, and came to Topar, where I faw a young woman fit by the
road unveil’ d, which was a certain fign of the profeflion fhe lived by.  A-
bout the country are {everal vmeyards with the vines difpofed in avery
particular manner, which I fhall defcribe in another place. Having paffed
the groves, we pafled by corn fields, and afterwards over uncultivated
land, and crofling the dry bed of a canal, we came to the large bed of
Bahr-Jofeph, which runs into the lake Meris; it is about one hundred
yards broad, with clifts on the eaft fide not lefs than forty feet high, and
on the weft about thirty ; on the eaft fide the black earth is about ﬁx or
feven feet deep, and on the weft it is from eight to twenty feet deep in
different places, fo that it is probable the canal did formerly overflow
on that fide; and after having continued to water the land by art, as
they do at prefent, the ground may have rifen more on this fide than on 'the
eaft : Below this it is a fandy clay of a light yellow colour, and rock to-
wards the bottom ; the ftream that run at this time was very fhallow, and
about fifty feet broad. 'This they told me was the only place to pafs the
canal, and that thofe who would go to the great pyramids to the fouth,
muft come this way ; tho’ I have reafon to believe that the canal is paf-
fable near the lake. The country to the weft is call'd Nefle, and is im-
proved for a league or two: And here I fuppofe the harveft is forwarder
than in any part of Egypt, for on the fixteenth of February I faw barley
of that year cut and threfh’d; thereafon I fuppofe is, that they fow very |
early, before the Nile is at higheft, that they may raife the water with
lefs labour when it is fo high; for at the catara@, fo many degrees more
to the fouth, the corn was but juft in ear at the latter end of Ja-
nuary.

The large village of Nefle is clofe by the river ; and I went to the Sheik’s.
houfe, which is built about a court, and has a round turret at the north
weft corner with canon in it for their defence, as they are often in a
ftate of war with the neighbouring Arabs. I had a letter to the Sheik
from the Cafhif, who was not at home; fo we applied ourfelves to the
Caimacam, who has little power here, and lives in fear; he agreed with
one of the chief Arabs to {end with me four Arabs on horfeback and a
camel to carry water and provifions, for about the price of three guineas,

“and about four the next morning we fet forward, and going about two

hours to the north weft, we took a fupply of water, and ftay’'d to give
the cattle grafs. From this place the fandy plain begins; and travelling
on, we faw a ruin’d caftle at fome diftance to the eaft, call'd Cafr-Cophou;
and further on f{uch another, call’d Cafr-Cobal. It is remarkable that
Ptolemy mentions the Cobii in the province Mareotis ; a colony from which
place might be fettled here: To the weft is a high ﬁngle hill, appearing
fomething hke a pyramid, half built; it is call'd El- Herem—Medalah El-

Hebgad.
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Hebgad. This I was told fignifies the pyramid of the horfe, tho’ I cannot
be inform’d of the true fignification of the words. The firft part of the
defert is fandy, and afterwards in many parts it is a plain rocky groundy
moftly cover’d over with fand.

We faw at a great diftance the temple of the Labyrinth and being a- Labyrinth;
bout a league from it, T obferved feveral heaps as of ruins coverd with
fand, and many ftones all round, as if there had been fome great building"
there ; they call it the town of Caroon (Bellet Caroon! it feem’d to have:
been of a confiderable breadth from eaft to weft, and the buildings extended
on each fide towards the north, to the lake Meris and the temple: This
without doubt is the {fpot of the famous Labyrinth, which Herodotus fays
was built by the twelve Kings of Egypt, when the government was di~
vided into twelve parts, as fo many palaces for them to meet in, to tranf-
a& affairs of ftate and religion. Diodorus ° mentions that it was built as
a {epulchre for Mendes, and © Strabo that it was near the fepulchre of the<
chr that built it whrch was probably Imandes, perhaps the fame as
Mendes, whofe fepulchre he after fays f was here, and he is faid-to be the
King that built the Labyrinth. Pomponius Mela fpeaks of it as built by
Pra’nmmcub ; but as Menes, or Imandes is mention’d by feveral, poffibly
he might be one of the twelve Kings of greateﬁ influence and authorrty
who might have the chief ordering and dire@ion of this great building;
and as a peculiar honour, might have a fepulchre apart from the others.
But whoever was the founder of this extraordinary fabrick, theyall agree that
the twelve palaces contain’d in them three thoufand rooms, half of them
under ground, without doubt cut out of the rock, as thofe at Thebes..
There was no wood throughout the whole burldmg, and the entrances and
rooms were contrived -in fuch a manner as that it would be 1mpoﬁible for
a ftranger to find his way out ; and fuch an extraordinary building it was,
that it is faid D=zdalus’ came tQ Egypt on purpofe to fee it, and built the
Labyrinth in Crete for King Minos on the model of this. Herodotus with'
great admiration faw the upper ftory of the Labyrinth, it not being per-
mitted to go into the underground apartments, where were the ‘tombs .
both of the Kings who built ‘the Labyrinth, and of the facred crocodiles.
The whole building was cover’d with ftone, doubtlefs laid on the many -
pillars that were in it; and it was adorn’d throughout with the fineft
fculptures: A view of the lake, and the relation the buildings have one to
another, may be feen in the twenty-fecond plate.

Going over the fpot of this famous building, the firft thing I faw was
the vafe A. in the twenty-third plate, of a reddifh ftone or marble, with
a folid handle on each fide. Afterwards I came to the foundatmn of an
oblong {quare building of the fame kind of ftone, about a quarter of a
mile {fouth of the great fabrick I thall give an account of; it is the building
B.-in the plate of the plans, and in the plate of the view of the lake
"Meeris;. it is built on a kind of {olid bafe and pedeftal of ftone, the fe-
micircular pilafters have only one hewn ftone at the bottom of the co-
lumn, all above in the whole building being brick plaifter'd over ; there
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are no pilaftersin the front, but the bafe is continued on before the door-
place, as if it was defign’d as a foundation of a portico; at t' ¢ north
end within there is a femicircular niche as to receive a ftatue : Wharever
this building was, it feems to have been deftroy’d and repair'd in this rough
manner ; and does not ftand in a line with the temple, but rather a little to
the weft. The pilafters with their capital, and bafe, and pedeftal, are as
reprefented at C. I obferved fome unburnt bricks that were of yellow
clay, and mix’d with ftraw; all the others 1 had feen in Fgypt being of
a black earth. A little further, but more to the eaft, is the oblong {quare
building D. of white hewn ftone plaifter'd over, a fort of bafe and plinth
ranges round, reprefented with the pillar at E. there being eight tiers of
ftone above this bafe, each eleven inches deep. Near this, a little to the
north weft, is a very particular fort of ruftic building F. that feems to
have been a gateway : Of this kind there is another G. to the north weft
of the great building, where there feem’d to be fome remains of an arch,
which would have made me doubt of its antiquity, if there had been evi-
dent figns of thatkind of architeure. At length we came to the grand
building itfelf, now call’d Cafr-Caroon (the caftle of Caroon.) Herodotus
mentions a pyramid at the corner of the Labyrinth, and Strabo f{peaks of
a fepulchre at the end of it, which was a {quare pyramid, in which he
fays Imandes was buried, which I conjecture to be this building, and that
fome facred crocodiles were alfo depofited init. Strabo ¢ fays it was four
hundred feet {quare and high; Herodotus *; who mentions only a pyra-
mid in general, fpeaks of it as two hundred and forty feet fquare. The
prefent building is about one hundred fixty-five feet long, and eighty
broad. If thefe authors fpeak of the fame building, ’twill be difhcult
to account for this difference in their meafures, unlefs we fuppofe that
difficult to conceive how it could be four hundred feet high, and gives
reafon to fufpet that he confounded this buildingwith the pyramid in
the ifland. The portico H. is a very ruftic work, almoft all deftroy’d,
being no where above fix feet high; it is probable there were fome apart-
ments under it, from the remains of a flight of flairs on the eaft fide of
it. I fhould not have thought that it had been cover’d, if I had not feen
the remains of pillars in the middle; the views of the feveral fides are re-
prefented in the twenty-third plate. The front is more ruin’d than any
other part. The upper ftory in the middle is fallen down, and is entirely
gone almoft all the way from this break. As the building now remains,
there are forty-four tiers of flone, each nine inches deep, and confequently
it is thirty-three feet high. There are figns of a cornifh ranging round,
notwithflanding which the building might have been carried up higher.
Thofe “{mall openings reprefented in the feveral views of this building in
the fame plate, are not windows, but feem to be the places from which
thofe pieces of brown marble or fine ftone have been taken, which I faw
to the north of the temple, adorn’d with a cornifh at top that have fome
ornaments of {culpture, and in the middle a niche is cut, which feem’d to
be of fuch a fize as would contain a marble head, and poflibly they might
have fuch an obje& of worfhip placed in thefe niches, reprefenting cvery
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facred crocodile that might be depofited in this place, as I fhall fhew I
have reafon to think they were, :

The four rooms in the length of this building have door places crown’d
with double cornifhes, as reprefented in the plate of that architeure, to-
gether with ornaments of the winged globe. Thefe rooms I fuppofe, be-
fore they were filled up with earth, were near twenty feet high, and are
cover'd with large ftones of fuch a length as to be laid from wall to wall;
the narrow .apartments at the further end might be to depofite fome
tombs in. Over each of them is a work like a falfe door adorn’d with
cornifhes ; one of them being charged with fculptures of hawks. The
paffage from the cell to the weft, leads up to the apartments L. by a hole
that feems to be broke in, and to come outat b. the large room d. being
over the narrow apartments at the end of the laft room. Thefe I fup-
pofe were the places to depofite the facred crocodiles in ; one of which
long cells e. is thirty feet by three feet, and the other feven feet by two
feet; a way is broke up from the end of the long room to the apartments
above., In the falfe door on each fide of the entrance to the inner room
below, is a niche cut in a fhell at top; on each fide of the four middle
rooms are the apartments in the plan, and others between them and the
upper floor. Thofe mark’d K. 1 afcended to by a hole on the right fide
of the firft rcom, the paflage from the flairs on the fouth end being
flopped up. In thefe apartments there are feveral fmall niches in the fides
of the walls, as there are in the rooms above; from them there is a broken
paflage to the upper floor, which is of a ftrong gravelly cement. AtL
is the plan of what remains of the building above; at a a. are two re-
liefs of men, with the heads of crocodiles. The moft extraordinary part
of this building is a fort of a well defcending from the upper ftory 1.
on the eaft fide, at the narrow hole mark’d f as it is likewife in the"
fe@ion M. that leads intq,the fquare well which one defcends by holes on
each fide, as before delcribed in other wells, N. is the plan of the nar-
row cells g g. with the well. There is fuch another oppofite to the ftairs
at bottom, the upright of which is mark’d h. For what purpofe thefe
cells thould ferve, unlefs to depofite the crocodiles in, cannot well be
conceived-; for which end it is poflible they might in building the wall,
place fome flones to be taken out in order to convey them in, which
could not otherwife be done by this narrow well, and poffibly they might
be the ftones at the niches mention’d on the outfide, o |

There are many ftones fcatter'd about the plain near this building, efpe-
cially feveral round ones with holes in the middle, which feem to have
compofed the pillars that might be about this building as well as others,
amli probably were faften’d together in fome manner by means of thofe
holes. , |
The lake Mzris * is about two miles from this building : Herodotus and 1 ke pars,
Diodorus fay it was four hundred and fifty miles round ; Pomponius Mela
five hundred. The two former add that it was three hundred feet deep
in fome parts; Strabo does not mention the fize of it, but by pafling over
in filence this ftory, that it was made by a certain King, it is probable
he did not give credit to it; for the two other authors fay it was made

1 See the quotations in the geographical differtation, in the laft chapter of the laft book.
3



- of February, when the Nile is very low.

OBSERVATIONS

by King Mzris or Myris; and Diodorus * affirms that he made alfo the
canal to it ten miles long and three hundred fect broad, which feems to
be meant of the canil to the eaft end by Tamica, tho’ that is longer; and
the great river of Jofeph I pa{Ted over, which cannot tun lefs than forty
or fifty miles from the Nile, is about the breadth mention’d by thefe au-
thors, and feems to have been originally not lefs than twenty fect deep.
Herodotus, when he view'd this lake, might well be furprized at the ac-
count they gave him that it was made by art, and had rcafon to afk them
what they did with the earth they dug out ; but feems to have too much
credulity to be fatisfied, when they told him that they carried the carth to
the Nile, and fo it was wafh’'d away by the river; for it was very cxtraor-
dinary to carry fuch a vaft quantity of earth above ten miles from the
neareft part of the lake, and fifty or fixty from the further parts, cven tho’
they might contrive water carriage for a great part of the way. This I
fhould imagine a thing beyond belicf, even if the lake were no larger
than it is at prefent; that is, it may be fifty miles long, and ten broad.
Another thing is mention’d alfo, which at firft view feems very improba-
ble; and that is, that the water run into the lake from the Nile for fix
months of the year, and for the other fix months run back again into the
Nile ', which I think can only be accounted for by fuppofing that the
water enter'd the lake fix months both by the canal of Jofeph, and alfo by
the canal at the eaft end of the lake; and that it continued to run in by
the canal of Jofeph for the greater part of the other fix months, but at
the fame time emptied itfelf by the canal to the eaft, the bed of which
during that time.might be higher than the water of the Nile in that part,
when it was {o low; as it muft be fuppofed to be much lower there than
at the mouth of the canal of Jofeph; fo that I fuppofe the water began

"to come in at both canals, after it had begun to rife for about a month,

and for about four months after the waters began to abate : And I myfelf
faw a {mall fiream running into the lake by the great canal in the month
It is mention’d that the defign
of the lake was to hinder the Nile from overﬂowing the country too much,
which was effected by drawing off fuch a quantity of water, when it was
apprehended that there might be an inundation fufhcient to ert the land;
till which time the gates were doubtlefs kept thut, and when the flow was
moderate, they might not be open’d until fuch time as the country was
fu‘ﬁmently overflow'd. I fu ppofe therefore that originally there was a
great outlet of the Nile this way, it may be into the fea by the valley
call’d Baher-Bellomah, or the fea without water, which extends from
the weft end of this lake near as far as the fea; that finding the country
was not {ufficiently overflow’d, théy ftopped the mouth of it to the fea,
which caufed this great lake ; that afterwards the mouth of the canal or
river by which the water ﬂowd being accidentally ftopped up, all the
lake became dry, giving occafion for the tradition that the fpot of the
lake was formerly all a plain or fields ™; that the country afterwards being
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much incommoded by inundations, Mzris open’d this mouth, cleanfed this
canal, put floodgates, and it may be in fome parts towards ‘the entrance,
funk the lake lower, and that this might give rife to the tradition that he
made the lake. At this time the lake was very much retired within its
banks. We went along on the {fouth fide to the eaft at fome diftance from
it, and I could not perfuade the Arabs to go to the lake; fo I left them
and went alone; but feeing I was determined to go, after forme time they
fent one of thelr company to attend me, and came themfelves towards
the lake to meet me. There is a gentle defcent to the banks of the lake,
which are broken, and of a black foil ; it was then half a mile from the
bank to the water, firft on a flaty ground, and then on a deep flimy
mud incrufted at top with a thin cake of falt. I waded along through -
it with much difficulty, and came to the water, which is almoft as falt
as the fea, and of a difagreeable muddy tafte ; it contraés thefe qualities
from the nitre that is in the earth, and from the falt that is every year left
on the mud; it is obferved that the water is not {o falt towards the parts
where it enters from theNile. I faw no fort of {Hells on the banks of the
lake; and it is faid it has no fith in it, but{uch as are found in the Nile.
They catch the fith in great quantities, efpecially when the lake is low, and
bring them to Faiume market, where they are {old very cheap. As I
thmk this lake is never entirely dry, fo it is probable they always throw
in what {fmall fith they find, and great quantities coming in with the Nile
water, may be the reafons Why the lake fo much abounds in fith as it did
' formerly, which brought in a great revenue to the Kings of Egypt. On
the other fide of the lake, what they told me was the ifland, appears Itendin e
like a head of land fettmg out into the lake in a {femicircular ﬁgure with e
white clifts, and a height above, which poflibly might be the lower part
of thofe two pyramids, which are faid " to. have been built in it by Meris
for himfelf and his Queen, and were fix hundred feet high, three hun-
dred feet being under the water. A coloffal flatue fitting was placed on
each of them. It is difficult to go to this ifland, as their boats are very
bad, and there would be great danger if the wind fhould rife. I faw
fome large buildings north of the lake; theyfaid there was a convent at
that place, call'd Der-El—Harakatelmy 5 but “the buildings feem’d to me
to be fome remains of antiquity, which might be converted into a mo-
naftery. They mention’d alfo a place calld Ryan, to the fouth weft of
the Iake and faid there were fome pyramids near it; tho I gave more
credit to what they faid of a lake call’'d Birk—AI—Garieh, near a day’s jour-
ney to the weft, becaufe other travellers have had the fame account. I
obferved about this lake feveral roots in the ground, that feem’d to me to
be the remains of vines, for which the country about the lake was for-
merly famous. Where there is little moifture in the air, and it rains fo
feldom, wood may remain found a great while, tho’ it is not known
how long thefe vineyards have been deftroy’d.

The common people here have ftrong traditions about Caroon; they e e of
{fay he was a King, and had keys to his treafures that loaded two hun- Charon
dred camels. One would imagine from this that the fable of Charon
might have its rife here, and that this name might be the title of the

2 °Ey yso-y 'm Muvy porisad xn e;am Vo wuggep.w‘e; 70 xat’ 3841@¢ oinedipilas fregev Tordror. Herodotus
25 U0dl@ vmegbymorant weviinovle ogyYas tatioy L 1L c 149,
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chicf perfon who had the care of the Labyrinth, and of the fepulchres in
and about it, and kept the keys of thefe numerous apartments; that no
one could be buried in thefe places unlefs orders were fent to him, who
might have the care and 1nfpeéhon of the public funerals ; and tlkexr Kings
mlght fome of them be carried over to the ifland, or be brought by wa-
ter to this place, under the dire@ion of this great officer, who when
princes had bchaved ill, might be forbid to inter them, as judges were ap-
pointed to determine whether the perfon were worthy of burial. It is
pofhible they might give fome token, the obolus, to fignify to the pro-
per officer that they might have fepulchral honours done to them; and
this lake might be called Acherufia, and the name be afterwards given to

~ other places paffed over for the fame purpofe; as Diodorus obferves the

lake at Memphis was fo calld, who gives a particular account of the
whole ceremony *.  Poflibly this at firft might be the pra&ice only with
regard to their princes carried acrofs this lake to the ifland, and in time
might come to be extended farther to all people in general, who were
not to be admitted to have the honour of interment, unlefs they brought
with them a clear reputation, the token, the teflera or obolus that was to
waft them to the Elyfian fields.

Turning to the fouth, when we were above a league from Cafr-Caroon,
we went about two leagues up a gentle afcent, and came to the high
ground where there is a ruin’d convent of unburnt brick, many ruins of
the fame materials, and feveral heaps of pottherds and rubbxfh as if there
had been a large town in that place. About two leagues further we came
to the cultivated land, and ftopping a while to refrefh our cattle, went
a league and a half further to the Ne {le, where the Caimacam invited
us to his Houfe ; and I went to repofe, very much fatigued with this ex-
pedition of eightgen hours in perpetual motion. The Caimacam was very
{olicitous about a prefent of coffee I was to fend him from Faiume, and
attended me the next day within a few miles of that town with his Arabs
and {laves, who diverted themfelves in the road in riding after one another
in their manner, When we had paffed Topar, we left the road to the
fouth that we came in, and the great man fitting down to repofe, we
left him, and foon came to Sambour, and from that place to Faiume.
When [ was at Nefle, I treated with the Arabs to condu& me to the two
great pyramids of Davara, which I faw, as I fuppofe, ten or twelve miles
fouth of Faiume; but being to the fouth of the great canal, they in-
form’d me that this was the only way to them: They demanded {o extra-
vaganta price, that I concluded they did not care to go, and they affured
me there would be much danger in the voyage, as they might chance to
fall in with their enemies, in which cafe they told us they muft fly and
leave us to be plunder’d. At the diftance I'was at, I could not well dif-
cern what f{ort of pyramids they were ; they appear’d like two bills, being
probably much decay’d. They affured me that the materials they are built
of is of unburnt brick: A perfon who view'd them near, if he may be
credited, defcribes one of them as built with three ftories of arched niches

all round.

* Diodorus l. i. p. 82, 86,
3 I fet
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I fet out for Cairo with the caravan, and went the firft day to Tamiea,
where we lay in the yard of a cane under my tent; there being no rooms,
except a few huts inhabited by public harlots. We went the next day a
long journey without ftopping, to Dathour ; from which place I went
the day after to Saccara, as mention’d before, and fo arrived at Grand
Cairo. \ :

A DESCRIP.
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DESCRIPTION
The EAST, esc.

BOOK 1L

From Graxp Cairo to the antient
ETturorr1a, above the Cataralt of the
NiLe and back to Cairo and D a-

MIATA.,

. CHAP. L

Of ARcHOMOUNAIN, GAua, and other places in the
way to AKMIM.

AVING determined to make the voyage of upper Egypt,

the conful procured me letters from the great Sheik Ofman Bey

(who was Sheik-Bellet, or head and prote@or of the Arab race)

to the Bey of Girge, to the Prince of Akmim, and to the great Sheik at
Furfhout. I provided every thing as for a long voyage; flores of coflee,
rice, tobacco, foap, red fhoes of the Arabs, and feveral other things for
prefents, and took care to have fufficient arms for our defence. I had
the good fortune to meet with a boat of the prince of Akmim, and to be
recommended to Malim Soliman who was going in it, a very worthy ca-
tholic copti, for whom I fhall always have the utmoft regard. He was
the chief perfon in managing the affairs of that prince, although he would
never accept of any office under him, thereby prudently avoiding the
danger of having his family ruin’d, it having been the cuftom of thefe
princes, as it is much all over Turkey, to feize on what is got in their fer-
vice, when any of their officers die, being only (as they fay) taking their
own again: And tho' he might have been fecure by the goodnefs of the
2 prefent
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prefent prince, yet his family might have a harder fate under another, -
from whom he might not hereafter be able to withdraw himfelf. It was
thought proper I thould take on me a name that the people are ufed to,
{o it was agreed that I fhould be called Jofeph, with the ufual title of
Chriftians in this country, malim or mafter. 1 had alfo let my beard
grow, and put myfelf exaétly in the habit of a copti, with the black
ferijee or gown of ceremony, and had a large blue and white towel or
handkerchief loofe about my neck, hanging down before, and on other
occafions a large fheet of the fame kind, which is brouorht round the
body and over the head ; not without the blue garment or ﬂurt which is
put on over all, to go out with at any time in difguife with the boatmen.
In this manner I {et out with my fervant and dragoman, or interpreter.
On the fixth of December one thoufand feven hundred and thirty-feven,
about noon, we embark’d in a {fmall hired boat, the veflel we were to go
in to Akmim having left the port, and gone half a day’s journey up the
river, for fear of being prefled to carry the foldiers to Rofetto, which the
Grand Signior had fent for to Conftantinople, to go to the war againft the
Emperor and the Mufcovites. Setting out, I was thewn on the height
which is to the fouth of the narrow eaftern plain, a ruin’d tower which
they call the tower of King Antar. They have alfo a tradition of fome
buildings of this King on the fide of Babylon; but who he was I could
not be inform’d, being probably fome King of Egypt, who goes by ano-
ther name in hiftory ¥, Before we came to this place, we had Ofman to
the weft. About this place poffibly might be Acanthus, where ° Strabo
feems to fay there was a temple-of Ofiris, and a wood of Thebaick Acan-
tha, which produced gums. This probably was Acacia, the Thebaick
Acantha or buth ; and ’tis not improbable that the city itfelf had its name
from this wood. This tree is.very common in Egypt, under the name of
Sount, and is much the fame as the Acacia call’d Cyale, in Arabia Petrza,
which I am inform’d produces the Gum Egyptian, or Arabic. At night
we came up to the great boat at Turphaier, which is on the ifle that
I fuppofe to be the great ifle of Heracleopolis?, ‘made by a canal crofling Heracteopo-
from this great river to the old bed of the Nile under the hills. This "
" weftern channel the people call the old channel at this time, which con-
firms what I have faid in another place on this fubject.

The large boats, call'd marfhes, fuch as we embark’d on, have a maft
about the middle, and another towards the prow ; they cover part of the
boat with matting, by means of poles fet up an end, with others tied
acrofs at the top of them, under which fhelter the people ’fit and repofe all -
night. On the feventh we went on with a gentle wind, having had a view
of the pyramids of Saccara and Dafhour, to the north weft from Tur-
phaier. We pafled by many villages, and coming to Stalhitch on the eaft,
I faw on the weft fide oppofite to it, at fome diftance, what appear’d to
me at firft like a {mall high hill with a ruin on it, fomething in the
fhape of a pyramid, When I had a better view of it, it appear’d as re-

* Diodorus 1. i. p. 82, 86. P 'R’ ¢ ‘Hegxredtys vopds & viow usyday. Ibid.
© Mera J‘s Ms,ucva Amva’oc aro?u; o‘uo;wg v v 14 Heracleopohtes eft infula Nili, longa pa(Tuum
" AiBn, o 70 75 Oviesd@r | :sgau, % 7 775 Axévdns dac@+  quinquaginta mille, in qua eft oppidum Herculis
Tis OnCecinisy eg ns 70 xopps. Strabo 1. xvii. p. appellatum. Plin. Nat. Hiff. xxxvil. c. 5.
309. :
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prefented at C. in the twentieth plate. They aflured me that not only
the upper part, but the whole which appears like a hill, is built; the

Chriftians call it the great pyramid, (Al-Herem-Kiebir) "but the Maho-
metans call it the falfe pyramid (Al-Herem Elkadab.) To go to it, they
fay, one may land at Efououd, but the moft convenient place is R wl ),
from which it is half a day s journcy ; that is, I fuppofc, about ten mnks
To go to this pyramid, it is neceflary to have a man from the Sheik of this
country, call'd Elkebery, who lives at Mocanan. I imagine that this is a
fmall hill, probably artificial, and that it may have been cafed with {tone,
or unburnt brick ; I think they faid the latter, and that what appcars at
top Is a pyramid of an extraordinary figure built on it. We arrived at
Righah that night, where we ftaid ; it being the cuftom going up always
to lie by at night, as there are many fhoals in the Nile, and travellers al-
ways lie in the boat, and keep a watch to defend themfclves againft any
attack, or to hinder people from coming privately to the fide of the
boat, as they fometimes do, and fteal any thing they can conveniently
find. It is faid, with what truth I know not, that fometimes the rogues
have come to plunder boats with their naked bodies befmear’d all over
with oyl or greafe, that if the boatmen fhould attempt to lay hold of
them, they might the more eafily {lip out of their hands. On the eighth,
there being very little wind, we went afhoar on the eaft, at the convent
of St. Antony: Here, as in moft of the convents of Egypt, the priefts are
feculars, fo that they live in the convent with their wives and children.
Several of them were employ’d in bringing ftones to repair their convent,

and thinking we were officers come to demand the poll tax, when we

alk'd how many there were in the convent, they acknowledged no more
than thofe we faw ; but when they were undeceived, they fhew'd us their

convent with much humility, and it was proper that we fhould leave them

fome charity, as they are very poor. The convent is encompafled with
a wall to defend them againit robbers; theyhave a tolerable church, and
they fhew feveral things relating to St. Antony, who they fay went from
this place into the defert by the red fea, and was there the firft founder of
the monaftic life. They told us they expe@ed their bifthop that day to offi-
ciate in their church; for the bithops here fpend moft of their time going
round their diftri¢ officiating in their churches, and colle@ing the dues
that belong to themfelves and the patriarch. There are no churches a-
bout the country but what are called monafteries, becaufe probably few
except thofe of the monafteries were fufferd to remain. As crocodiles

‘are hardly ever feen {o low as this, they are very fond of ftories that they

can go no lower, and that if they come fo far they turn on their backs.
They relate the fame of St. George’s convent much lower, fome pretend-
ing to attribute this to their faith, others to talifmans.

We came up with the ifle and large village or town of Sment, and {oon
after to a {mall fandy ifland oppofite to Benadi, where I faw a little cro-
codile, being the firft we had met with. We came to a town call'd
Bouche, on the canal which goes to Faiume ; it is probable that this was
Ptolemais, the port of Arfinoe mention’d by Ptolemy ".  We came after to
Benefuief, which is a town about a mile round, very ill built, of unburnt

T 'Agawiy % Seu@ Mreaeuais, Prol 1. iv. c. 3,
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brick ; it is the capital of a province of that name, and here a Sangiak
or Bey refides. They have great manufadures of a ftriped narrow carpet
ftuff without napp, made of wool and coarfe thread. They are ufed by
inferior people to cover the cuthions of fophas; they make alfo coats for
their children of this ftuff without fleeves, being wove fo as to ferve for
that purpofe without being cut.

We pafled by Berangleh where there is a fmall hill to the fouth, call d
Coum- el Arab, and to the north of it are feveral {mall hillocks, {fo that
probably this was an antient place, and for that reafon as well as the f1-
tuation, I {uppofe it to be Cynopolis °, the capital of a province of that Cynopoiis
name, in which Anubis was worfhipped, and dogs were had in great ho-
nour, and a certain facred food was allotted to them. It is faid the rife
of this was owing to Anubis, a companion of Ofiris, his wearing as an
emblem of his courage, the dog’s fkin for armour, as Macedon his other
companion wore the fkin of a wolf; on which account fome fay thefe
animals came to be worfhipped : And this feems the more probable, as
thefe Deities are reprefented with human bodies, with the heads of thefe
beafts, which might have its rife from their bringing the upper part of the
fkins over their heads; as Hercules is reprefented with the fkin of a lion
as well as thofe who defired to be thought like him* ¢ paffed by
Bibeh, a little town where there is a convent of St. George; we after
came up with the large ifle of Fetne, which is a very fruitful fpot; it
was planted with melons and cucumbers, in rows about {ix feet apart,
with the canes of Turkey wheat ftuck in obliquely over them to defend
them from the weather, and in fome parts a fort of ruth or grafs call’d lefe
is {fet along in a trench over the young plants ; which {fort of gra’s they like-
wife ufe to make ropes.in this country. Here we lay by at night, and
another boat having faften’d to the eaft fide, they fhot at a2 man that was
.coming towards it, as they {fuppofed, to fteal fomething, who.as they told
me, went off crying out as if he had been wounded, and the boat moved
over to the weft, which is always the fafer fide. To this place the hills
on the eaft fide coming near the river, the country is very little inhabited
above the convent of St. Antony; and thofe that are on the eaft fide are
moftly Arabs, who {ubmit to no government, infomuch that when I re-
turn’d, the boatmen made an exprefs agreement that they thould not be
obliged to go to any place on the eaft, but where they pleafed.

On the ninth we had little wind, and lay by about noon at the port of
Fetne ; we proceeded on our voyage and went by Sharony on the eaft.
T obferved ftones along the fhoar, which feem’d to be the ruins of a very
thick wall of a port or quay; I likewife faw two little hills, one above a
mile fouth of the other, and to the eaft of the fouthern hill is another,
which {feem’d to have had fome buildings on it. Thefe hills and the ruins
I faw, made me conjetture that fome antient town might be here ; and

it agrees beft with the fituation of Mufe of the itinerary. We ﬁopped all Abougirge,
night a little above a fmall town call’d Abou-girge, which is a bifhop's fee: & 99
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This I fuppofe to be Oxyrinchus, capital of the province of that name,
fo call'd from a fith » they worfhipped all over Egypt, but principally in
this place, where they had a temple built to this Deity ; for there were fe-
veral animals, which tho’ they were particularly honour’d in fome places,
yet were worfhipped throughout all Egypt ; as the lepidotus or {caly fifh,
the hawk, and the ibis, the bull, the dog, and the cat*. Here they faid we
were a third part of the way to Akmim, which is about three degrees and
a half from Cairo. On the tenth I faw many Arabs at a diftance on horfe-
back on the weft fide, and going a little way from the boat, one of them
made towards me, and another after him; I retired to the boat, and they
came pretty near and took a view of us. We pafled by Aboufagat-Beni-
fama on the eaft; there is a large houfe near, which belong’d to Sara

~ Cafhif, who as they told me, fled to this place out of Cairo, when they -

affaflinated eight of their Beys at once in a vifit they were making in one
thoufand feven hundred and thirty ; he return'd after to Cairo, and lay
hid in the houfe of a Chriftian; but a firi& fearch being made after him,

he fled towards the Red fea, where as they told me, he married a Sheik’s

daughter, and was at that time in arms. It was now the time of the
Turkifh Ramafan or faft, {o call'd from the month in which it is kept;
and it was very hard on the boatmen to tow up the bark, as they were
obliged to do when we had no wind ; for during this month they are not
allow’d to eat, drink, fmoak, or take any pleafure from fun rifing to fun
fet ; and as a Turkifh month happens at all times of the year in the term
of two or three and thirty years, it is a great hardfhip on the poor, who
are obliged to work in the fummer, and are only allow’d to wath their
mouths with water; but they pafs the night in feafting and pleafure, if
they can afford it, The firft thing they take after this faft is a draught of
water, then they fmoak, drink their coffee, and make their great meal; .
after midnight they take another plentiful repaft and go tofleep; but

thofe who have nothing to do, fit up all night and fleep the greater part of
the day, {o that this faft does not prove in the leaft inconvenient to them.

When we paffed by this place, the Arabs call'd to the mafter of the boat

to come afhoar and give them fome tobacco, who anfwer’'d, in order to

frighten them, that the janizaries in the boat would give them tobacco ;

but as we had a dinner preparing, and they faw the fmoak, they reply’'d

in their cool manner, that the janizaries were drefling dinner, intimating
that by this they knew we were Chriftians, On this we all thew’d our-
felves in the habits of Mahometans, and fo they went away ; however it
was a caution to us for the future, not to difcover by this means that there
were Chriftians on board, which might have encouraged the Arabs to
make an attempt upon us. On the eleventh we made very little way. I
obferved on the weft fide, the bank within the bed of the river was fow’d
all the way to the water. In the night they faw a man {wimming to-
wards the boat, but calling out he return’d to the thoar; for they fre-
quently come in the night, and hanging on the fide of the boat, fteal any
thing they can moft conveniently lay their hands on, whilft the people are
afleep. On the twelfth we came to the hills on the eaft, that end at the

U QLguyX @ waAis, A vouos Cpuvopos’ Tipios &% w Strabo ibid.
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river, patt of them having the name of Codrickfhan. The men being
obhged to tow, 1 went afhoar there, and obferved that feveral grottos were
cut all over the mountains, which were without doubt the fepulchres of
the people on the weft fide of the river. I faw alfo what I took to be
the bed of a canal cut in between the hills, which poffibly might be to
convey water to the eaft : All thefe hills are rocks of petrified thells, moftly
the cockle, and fome flat fhell, and alfo feveral large oyfter (hells. To
the fouth of thefe hills is a fine fpot of ground belonging to a village of
the Arabs in the middle of it, call'd Cerefia ; it is finely improved, and
they have tobacco there, which I was inform'd is not good. We came
to a town call'd Samalout, where there is a mofque with a minaret, the
only one I had feen fince 1 had left Cairo. That night our boat ftopped
about eight o’ clock, and then went on a little further about nine, which
I fuppofed was to avoid any daager by ftaying in a place where people
might obferve we had halted in the evening. On the thirteenth we came
to the hills on the eaft, which are clofe to the river, and are call'd Jebel
Ockfeir, becaufe it is a great harbour for all forts of birds; there are
~many grottos in it, and on the top of it is a convent which has lands ; ; but
they are obliged to receive and entertain every body that comes.

On the fourteenth we had a good wind, and paflfed by Minio on the Misio.
weft, a neat town in comparifon of the others, and the refidence of the
Cafhif of the province of that name ;- higher we pafled Souadi, a fmall
town to the eaft.

We came up with the ruin’d c1ty of Antinoopolis, now cal’d Enfineh Antinopo:
Some fay there was antiently a city here call'd Befa; but Antinous, who
accompanied Hadrian into Egypt, being drowned there, that Emperor built
this city, and call’'d it after the name of his favounte, to whom he infti-
tuted games and divine honours: It was made alfo the capital » of 2 new

rovince of that name, taken out of the laft of the feven provinces,
call’d Heptanomis. It is faid the city was three or four miles round. I
faw a large pillar with a Corinthian capital, and a fquare ftone or plinth
on the top, which was probably to fet fome ftatue on; it is faid there were
four of thefe. "I had alfo a view of a very fine gate of the Corinthian
order, of exquifite workmanthip; a plan and upright of which may be
feen in the twenty-fourth plate, mark’d A. B. Near this place is a village
of Chriftians, call’ d Ebadie, whofe greateft fecurity, among fuch very bad
people, feems to be a notion that has prevail'd, that no Mahometan can
live in that place. Higher is the convent of St. John (Der-Abou-Ennis)
where there are feveral pneﬁs ; and a little further on is Meloui, near a

mile to the weft of the river. This town is about a mile round, and Melou.
makes a tolerable appearance within, the thops being well built; it is at
the head of nine villages, which are altooether a {mall pnnc1pal1ty belong-
ing to Mecca; fo that the Emir- Hadge who is commonly one of the
greatef’c Beys, and has the care of condu&ing the caravan to Mecca, is
mafter of it, and fends a Sardar to govern the country, who lives in as
much flate as the Cathifs and other great governors.  As this is a place of
great” honour and -profit, fo it is commonly given to one of the greateft
people of thofe that have been flaves to the Emir-Hadge. This place fup-~ .

W OARS St dvdlonGy 18 @ a:‘ux No‘uo; "Adlwotrng, 7 Ay pe goﬂoNs‘ i s "Avivdg wone, Prol. iv. C. 5.

" Vou. L U plies



74

‘Archemou-
nain.

OBSERVATIONS

plies Mecca with three hundred and ninety thoufand adeps or facks of corn
every year, which is fent by way of Cairo, Suez, and the Red f{ca, it being
a very rich corn country. The Chriftians have no church, but are obliged
to go to the convent on the other fide.

About three miles north of Meloui, is the village of Archemounain:
There is a large country here which alfo goes by that name.  This village

-is on the ruins of an old city, which I fuppofe to be the antient Hermo-

polis=; or, which is all the fame, as Pliny callsit, the citv of Mercury. It
feem’d to have been of an irregular form, extending above a mile from
eaft to weft, and more than half a mile from north to fouth, and is near
two miles from the river. Little appears but heaps of rutbifh all over
the fite of the old city, except a grand portico of an antient wuple re-
prefented in the twenty-fourth plate at C. and D. confiftiny of twelve

illars, fix in a row, nine feet diameter ; there are hieroglyphics on every
part both of the pillars and of the ftones laid on them. I faw on the
pillars fome remains of paint, and the ceiling is adorn’d with ftars ; on
feveral parts there are figures of pyramids, as w1th a door to them, which
Kircher interprets to be (¢ dyafdc daiuwy) the good prmcxple a perfon-
fitting, and one offering to him, is cut in {everal parts of the frieze. It
appears that the pillars have been built up for about half way between, as -
in many Egyptian temples. ~About two hundred paces to the fouth, I faw
fome large ftones, and a piece of a pillar ftanding upright, which may be
the remains of fome building belonging to this temple. I faw alfo fome
pieces of granite pillars among the heaps of ruins. I was inform’d that
about a league to the fouth weft of thefe ruins, there is a place call'd
Hoar, which from the name one may conje@ure to be about the fite of

the antient caftle of Hermopolis s, on the fouth fide of the great canal,

where they took cuftom of every thing that came out of the Thebaid ;
it being the- firft place without that country; as the Theban * caftle on
the other fide was the firft place on the Thebaid ; which muft have been
at Taroutofcherif; the provinces of Hermopolis and Antinoopolis being the
laft before the entrance into the Thebaid. I was alfo inform’d that when
the waters of the Nile begin to be low, there is no current in this great
canal call'd Baher-Jofeph, but that there is always fome ftanding water
in it. They told me alfo that Mount Bibian is about two hours weft of
this canal ; that it was a high hill, I fuppofe between the mountains, and
that there are fome ruins there. It was in my return I faw thefe an-
tiquities. ~Going up, we ftopped only about an hour near Meloui, whilft
the mafter of the boat went to {fee one of his families who lived here.
We fail'd on, and obferved a great number of grottos cut in the moun-
tains all the way from Souadi to Manfalouth. Near oppofite to this laft
place where the hills retire to the eaft, I faw a building on them cover'd
with a dome, which I thought might have been a convent ; but they told
me it was fome old ruin’d building. I obferved that there are feveral

X Blre Eeyowax\nn; No‘uo; ;«1 ‘uﬂgoro)ug, o JJo'p.wv
7§ 26070411.8 pessyaG Egy.xm?u; p,syamn Ka) amd
3\uo',u.wv T8 wo‘ltx‘ux &m@tm[u.evau @uhomau Prol. ibid.
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Ty egnxoﬂw;aé‘mv geoivav. Strabo 1. xvil. p. 813.
Here it is to be obferved that the Greek meafure

by {cheeni confifted of fixty ftadia each, from this
place up to Siene, and from Memphis to this
place, they were fcheeni of one hundred and
twenty ftadia, as lower. they were only of thirty
ftadia. See Strabo 1. xvii. p- 804.
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ON EGYPT. .
narrow openings into the mountains. About this place I faw great ruins
of walls built with unburnt brick, from the river up the fide of the
hills 5 they told me they were made by the Kings of Egypt, when the
Turks invaded this country, tho’ 1 fhould rather have thought they had
been built by the Arabs, when they might have had wars with one ano-
ther. A little further is a convent cut out of therock ; the church of it is
ferved by a prieft that comes from Manfalouth. We paﬁ'ed by that town,
which I fuppofe to be Lycopolis, the chief city of a province of that
name, in which they paid an extraordinary devotion to the wolf. Some
authors mention a fabulous foundation for it, becaufe when the Ethiopians
invaded Egypt, they fay they were drove back to Elphantine, on the bor-
ders of Ethiopia by wolves: Other reafons alfo are given for this extrava-
gant worfhip *.

Manfalouth is a mile from the river, and above a mile round; it is to~ Manfilouth.
lerably well built; a Cathif refides here who governs this province : It is 17¢0P°l
alfo a bifhop’s {ee, and there are about two hundred Chriftians in the place;
but their church is at fome diftance at Narach, where the common people
have a notjon the holy family ftay’d till the death of Herod. The Nile
here is {fo deep, and there are fo few fhallows, that we fail’d all night
and on the fifteenth we pafled by Sciout, about two miles from the river, Sciout. _
which I went to in my return ; it is finely fituated on a height that may A"<°Pol
have been made by art, divided into three parts, being higheft at each
end; it is in the middle of a very fine country. There is a large lake by
the town, which is fill'd from the Nile by a canal, over which there is a
bridge of three high Gothic arches. There are alfo {feveral pleafant gar-
dens without the town, which firetches about two miles from the fouth
eaft to the north weft, and is well built ; and it may be reckon’d among
the beft cities in Egypt: A Cafhif refides here, who governs this province
of Sciout; there are about five hundred Chriftians in the town, and: a
bithop ; but their church is a league off, the hills to the eaft being about

that diftance, and are cut into a great number of grottos. This I fup-
- pofe to have been Antzopolis, capital of the province of that name, {o
call’d from Antzus, who was overcome by Hercules®; and Diodorus fays
that Ofiris committed to his care the countries of Ethiopia and Lybia,
This place anfwers alfo to the account of Ptolemy ¢, who places it at {fome
diftance from the river.

We faw Aboutig near a mile to the weft of the river; it is a pretty Abou.
large town, and a b1{hop s fee ; I fuppofe it to be Hypfele 'of the antients. Eiyptl.
~ Near the town we faw the encampment of an Arabian Sheik, who com-
mands this country. Thefe governors often go round their territories, en-
camping near towns and villages, in many of which they have houfes.
This method they take in order to colle& the tributes that are paid to
them, which are moftly in cattle. Above Aboutig is the port that be-
longs to the city, call'd Nackele, and almoft oppofite to it is the country
of Seling, confifting of feveral villages. To the north eaft of the moft
fouthern village, are two {mall hills, where I imagined there might have
been {fome antient town; and from the name one would conclude it was
Selinon, {fuppofing the diftance of fixteen miles in the itinerary from Pa-

LA
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nopolis or Akmim, to be a miftake for fix and thirty. In the evening we

Gaua-Kiebre came to Gaua-Kiebre, which may be the Paffalon of Ptolemy, the laft

Paflalon.

Panopolis.

place in the province of Antzopolis, tho’ the diftances do not well agree,
There is here a very beautiful portico of a temple of eichteen pillars, in
three rows, as reprefented in the twenty-fifth plate; they have a particular
capital, and the columns are enrich’'d with hieroglyphics beyond any that
I have feen inEgypt. The manner alfo in which a wall is built up againft
the pillars in the front, as for fo many door places, is altogether fingular.
There is an imperfe& Greek infcription in the frieze, the middle ftone of
the infcription being fallen down, and lies on the ground. This infcrip-
tion may be feen at the end of the book, with other infcriptions 1 found
in Egypt ; it appears to have been a very magnificent building, not only
from the portico, but from the vaft flones that are feen about it; one I
found to be twenty-one feet long, eight broad, and four deep, another
thirty feet long, and five broad. Behind the portico, at fome diftance is
a ftone fhaped like the top of an obelifk, as feen in the fame plate. There
is a niche on one fide of it, which might be for a ftatue, and hierogly-
phics are cuton it. On the fixteenth we came to the territories of the
Prince of Akmim, which begin at Raigny. Near this place is the grotto
of the famous ferpent call’d Heredy, mention’d by travellers. On the fe-
venteenth we arrived at Akmim,

CHAP IL

Of AkMinm, and the places near it

K MIM is about a -mile to the eaft of the river, on a little height
that feem’d to have been raifed by art, a canal of water from
the river going round moft part of the town when the Nile is high.

I fuppofe it to have been Panopolis, famous of old for workers in ftone,
and for the linen manufa&ures?, and at prefent they make coarfe cot-
tons hete. It appears plainly from Diodorus, that this is the city which
is call'd Chemmis by Herodotus *, who mentions that Pan accompanying
Ofiris, on that account was deified, and particularly worfhipped in this

city. - Herodotus fays Chemmis was near Neapolis, as it was the next city

to it of any confequence on the eaft fide, and {peaks of a temple and
games inftituted to Perfeus here, whofe anceftors they pretend went from
this city into Greece. It is now the place of refidence of the Prince of

 Akmim, who has the title of Emir or Prince, and is as a Sheik of the
‘country. The faniily came two or three generations paft from Barbary,

and managed fo as to become governors of a large territory, by renting
the land of the Grand Signor, according to cuftom. It is like the other

4 Havdy @i, Avseyir, % MOseyir wdlomia ma-
aaud. Strabo L xvii. p. 813.
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Herodotus fays that this city was in the Nomos -
of Thebes, which probably in his time extended
fo far, and the provinces of Coptos andsPano-
polis might be afterwards taken out of it.

Arab
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‘ ON EGYPT.

Arab towns, except that the ftreets are wider ; the quoins of their houfes
are built of burnt brick, but all the reft of bricks that are only dried in
the fun. I went to the convent of the: Francifcan. miflionaries, being re-
commended to them by their prefe&. I dined and fupped with them in
their hall, and the firft day many of the Catholic Coptis came to fee me,
there being about two thoufand Chriftians in and about the town, two
hundred of which they told me were converts to the church of Rome.
They have a large room in the convent, where as many of their people
as pleafe may come every night, and one of the fathers is obliged to at-
tend to difcourfe with them, and to anfwer any queftions they aik

I went with my friend Malim Soliman to wait cn the Prince, with a
letter from Ofman Bey, and a prefent of feveral vafes of glafs; he vas
dreflfed in the Turkifh habit, not after the Arab fathion, and received me
with great civility. This Prince is much beloved by his fubje&s, epe-
cially the Chriftians, who are on a very good footing in this place, as they

were likewife in the time of his father, which is thought to be owing to

the mother of this Prince, who bad been a Chriitian flave, and it is con-
jeGured that in her heart fhe always retain’d her religion, for as long as
the lived, fhe fent a prefent to the convent every week ; and this Prince
was thought to be much inclined that way, having, as they fay, fhewn
fome marks of devotion when he has come to fee their chapel. The mil=
fionaries came here at firft under the chara@er of phyficians, and were

received by the father, as well as by this Prince, into their palaces: The

latter fome years ago was accufed to the government above, as if he was
become a Chriftian; five hundred foldiers were fent to bring him to Cairo,
but efcaping to the mountains, he took with him the three miffionaries
that were there; and having friends at Cairo, after fome time the foldiers
were recall’'d, and he return’d to his capital. This Prince died {uddenly
about a year after, greatly lamented by his people. I went to fee the
fmall remains of antiquity that are about the town, and found to the
north fome ruins of an antient temple, of which there is little to be feen,
except four very large flones that lie near a hollow ground, out of which
it is probable they dug the other ftones of the temple: One of them, more
remarkable than the reft, is about eighteen feet long out of the ground,
one end of it being under a modern building ; it is eight feet wide, and
three deep, and has a Greek infcription on it, in which the name of Ti-
berius Claudius is mention’d, and-fome remains, as I take it, of the nime
of thecity. On another fide of the ftone is a very extraordinary {culp-
-ture which has been painted, and from which I concluded that it was a
temple dedicated to the fun. Within fome ornaments, there are four
circles; in the inner circle is a figure probably reprefenting the {un, the
{paces between the two next are divided into twelve parts; in the firft
- twelve birds are tut in like feals; in the next twelve figures defaced, that
I conje¢tured might be the figns of the Zodiack. The outer one, not di-
vided, has in it figures of men, if I miftake not, in the fame number, In
each angle between the outer circle and the fquare ornaments that are
round it, is a figure which may poffibly reprefent the four feafons: A wing
extends along one fide of it, from a fort of globe mark’d ouvt in lines
which probably had another wing extending in the fame manner, it may
be over fuch another fculpture, Thefe ftones, ‘and fome others of a tem-
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77



Convents to
the eaft.

OBSERVATIONS

ple near, are fo large that they cannot move them ; nor do they ufc ftones
in building, but they break in pieces thefe fine morfels of antiquity, a-
dorn’d with hieroglyphics, and make lime of them. About a hundred
yards higher to the north eaft, is another great ruin, the ftones of which
are ftill larger: The entrance of this temple feems to kave been to the
fouth, as that of the other was probably to the north; moft of it is a
white ftone mix'd with pebbles, and adorn’d with hicroglyphics ; one of
them has ftars cut on it, which without doubt cover’d part of the build-
ing. Thefe flones lic all in a hole fome feet decp, which has been dug to
get out the fmall ftones, and to break the large ones to picces. One of
thefe temples might have been dedicated to Pan, and the other to theSun,
and poflibly there might have been a third dedicated to Perfeus.  Sevel
red granite pl‘lars ﬁand in a (quare of the town, where there mi bt Le
fome other antient building; and in a mofque I faw many pxlhrs of ciunite,
and other marble. In the portico of another mofque, there is a pl(.ec of
grey granite five feet long, and near two broad, on which therc was a
Greek infcription, that has been almoft entirely erafed ; it was in {iall
letters not an inch long, and probably fome law or decree was cut on
this ftone.

1 fpent a day in going to fee {ome places without the town, and
went three miles eaft to the uninhabited convent of the martyrs, on a low
hill near the foot of the mountain; from thence we went into a very nar-
row valley, between the high fteep mountains, and in two miles came to
the convent calld Dermadoud, which is one of the moft difmal retire-
ments I ever faw ; it confifts of nothing but grottos cut in the rock,
except the {mall church which is of brick, that has feveral Copti m(crrp-
tions on the plaifter within : Some of the little cells in the rock have a
wall with a door-place before them ; one very large one feems to have
been the refetory.. From the convent there is a very narrow dangerous
way cut out of the perpendicular rock, to a fmall building Lalf way up
the mountain, which might be fome hermit’s cell. Beyond this monaftery
there is a very fteep afcent up the valley; and ghe way for half a mile be-
fore we came to the convent is fo obftruéted with the great ftones that
have fallen down from the hills, that the way is impradicable for horfes.
This might be a retreat in times of perfecution, and afterwards be fre-
quented on account of the fine water that is here, moft of which diftils
in drops from the rocks, there being a.fort of well they call Bir-Elaham,
which is the only water I met with in Egypt, that does not certainly
come from the Nile. Near it are feveral grottos and little cottages, probably
built by the Chriftians, who fometimes come and fpend a day here, and

- have {ervice in the church. I obferved the rocks of freeftone towards the

bottom, have every half foot a layer of black flint about an inch thick,
which has a white coat on each fide; and the rock in {fome places hav— '
ing fallen away, it appears like an artificial ceiling. Coming out of this
valley, we went on to the weft to a village calld ElL Gourney, over
which the hills are cut into fepulchral grottos in feveral ftories about
three quarters of the way up; fome of thefe are fingle rooms, others
have two or three one within another; they have moftly three niches in
them about three feet deep, and three feet from the ground, being cut

up to the ceiling, in which without doubt they depoﬁted their dead. I

obferved
3
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obferved a defcent down from fome of them that has been fill'd up, and
faw many fwathes and bones lying about; feveral of the rooms were
painted, but without figures, except one, in which I faw an lbis repre-
{fented in the ceiling, and fome very odd figures on the fides, particularly
a man tied to the body of .a four-footed beaft.

I went alfo to the weft fide of the Nile, to two antient magnificent Convent to
convents. We paffed through Souadgy, Where a Copti invited us to take ¢ ™
coffee, and a collation of dates, treacle, and bread, and would not be re-
fufed ; fo laying a carpet before his door, we fat down and accepted of
his favour, and at our departure he invited us to return and take a lodg-
ing at his houfe, or to dine with him the next day. Going out of town,
we faw a young woman unveil’d, with brafs ornaments about her neck,
. fitting by the way-fide. We paﬂ%d by feveral little lakes of water, made

- by the overflowings of the Nile, and I never faw fo great a quantity of
wild fowl together as there was on them. We went on, and came to the
convent call’d Embefhnuda, on the edge of the fandy defert There are fe-
veral remains of antient pillars, and ftones of red granite, in and about
both the convents; {fo that I conje@ure the city call’d Crocodﬂopohs was
here, mention’d in this part by Ptolemy as diftant from the river °; and
‘they have a tradition that there was a large city here that extended from
one monaftery to another. This convent is built of hewn ftone, and there
are great marks of magnificence in both the churches; and without doubtit
was on the firft eftablifhment of Chriftianity in Egypt that thefe convents
were built, as the work is executed according to the Greek architeGture,
tho’ after it had begun to decline: And 4s I faw a fculpture of an eagle
~with a crofs before it, and another eagle on a crown, it made me con-
jecture that this great convent was founded by the Emprefs Helena. The

churches of both the convents are built on the fame model, with pillars

of the Corinthian order, not executed in the beft manner; {everal of them
have croffes on them inftead of the rofe in the capital. It appears that
there was a building adjoining to the {outh fide of each of thefe churches,

which feems to have confifted of two fories of cells for the monks, there
being in the great convent two ftories of oblong {quare windows. The
church is paved with red granite, and on many of the ftones are fome
remains of hieroglyphics ; a plan of the church of the large convent,

with the fuppofed apartments to the fouth of it, may be feen in the laft

beok, with the difcourfe of the Copti church. The gates of this convent
feem to have been of the Doric order, and probably fome other ] parts, for
I faw in feveral places the frieze of that order.

Above a mile to the north is the other convent call’d Der-Embabﬂlau
there is a foflee round the convent about half a mile in compafs, the
quoins and doors of the building are of ftone, moft of the reft is of brick,
the gate to the north is adorn’d with Corinthian pilafters, and an enta-
‘blature over, with a relief of St. George on each fide. The architeGure

of this convent is rather richer than that of the other 3 ; the greater part of
this church is fallen down, and they now only make ufe of the eaft end
which is enclofed. Near the weft end of this church there isa large vafe,
{aid to have been ufed for a font, and is reprefented in the plate, with the

¢ Efra peeoya@ wihis xgonededawy. Ptol. iv. ¢, 5.
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plan of the other convent ; it is near the weft“end of the church, with-
out the prefent enclofure, which takes up only the fite of the church, and
the fuppofed apartments to the fouth.

I went firft to this convent, and as they have no place fit to carry a
ftranger into, they prepared a collation for us in the weft end of the
church ; which is what they ufually do, when any one comes they would
fhew a particular honour to. We walked two miles on the fand, to the .
mountains on the weft, going by a large burial place of the Chriftians, to
which they are brought from all the neighbouring parts to be buried.
We after paffed by a fmall hillock, on which there were fome fmall ruins
of a building that feem’d to have been round, and it is faid was a church.
We faw the track of wolves in the fand, and they pretended to fhew the

~trace of {erpents, which they fay are here fourteen or fifteen feet long,

There are feveral holes in the fides of the rocky mountains, which do not
extend far in; I went up to fome of them, and could fee that they were
places of fhelter for eagles and other large birds. I obferved towards the
bottom of the mountains, the fame regularity as on the other fide, a layer
of yellow flint about an inch thick, at the diftance of every eight mches
We return’d to the convent, and bemg a fine evening, we took the re-
frethment that was prepared for us, fitting on matts abroad- at the door of
a chapel; they ftuck the wax lights of the church into their cakes, in-
ftead of candleﬁicks, and we went to repofe in the chapel itfelf. The
next morning we view'd the great convent, where the priefts entertain’d us
with coffee, and offer'd to kill a fheep if we would ftay and dine; but
we went on thre’ clouds of duft to Akmim, for the wind being hig h it
raifed the fands to fuch a degree that we could not fee before us any fur-
ther than ina very thick fog; and the duft was fo exceedingly trouble-
fome to the eyes, that it would have been a pleafure to have had it fuc-
ceeded by the moft ftormy weather, attended with rain. Thefe two con-
vents have their lands of the Prince at an eafy price ; but they are obliged
to entertain the Arabs, and even the Bey of Girge when he pafles by,
which is a great burthen. About this place and Akmim I faw many of
the dome trees, the leaf of which refembles that which is call’d by the bo—
tanifts the palm of Brafil, with the folding or fan leaf. On enquiry I
find this tree as it grows here is not any where defcribed, but may be feen
engraved in the laft book, with fome other plants I colleGed in Egypt

I happen’d to be at Akmim at Chriftmas, and fat up almoft all the

night of Chriftmas eve to fee the Copti ceremonies in the Roman church;

for tho’ they become converts to the church of Rome, they retain their
own ceremonies, only making fome few alteratlons in part of their
prayers, where heretics are mention’d with honour; and this is the me-
thod of the Greek, Armenian, and all the other eaftern churches. As {foon
as the fervice was ended, which is not before day, I had a meflage from
Malim Soliman, that I muft come to his houfe and pafs the whole day
with him, he having invited me before to dine with him on Chriftmas day.
Accordingly I went to his houfe, and coffee being ferved, we all found it
neceflary to repofe on account of the fatigue of the mght before. At
noon a great dinner was ferved in an open fummer-houfe, of twenty-five
difhes, eight or nine in a row, feveral of them being repeated three or
four times over ; they conﬁﬁed moftly of rich foups, and a fort of ragoos,

roaft
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roaft lamb, pigeons and fowls ftuffed with rice, and 1 was the only per-
fon at the table that was ferved with a plate, or had a Kknife and fork; his
fons-in-law, and {ome of his relations waited at table; for fons and infe-
rior relations in this country will at no time fit down before their parents,
unlefs they are defired three or four tirhes; a great fubordination being
preferved throughout all the eaft, with regard to different degrees and
ftations. Firft a very rich dram was {erved, and at dinner wine was gi-
ven round, that 1 had prefented him with, which was a very extraordi-
nary thing. After we had drank coffee, we walk’d out of the town to
his garden, where we had coffee again, and returning to his houfe, after
fupper he afk’d me if 1 would lie there or at the convent? In this man-
ner the day was paffed in a Turkifh vifit; for fuch it really was, every
thing being far beyond whatever the Arabs pretend to, and after the
Turkith manner. 1 went a fecond time to {ee the Prince, who faid he
wonder’d he had feen me but once; he defired me to make his houfe my

own, and command what I pleafed, and promifed to fend a man to re~-

move the earth from an infcription I defired to copy.
- I agreed here for a boat and four men to go up with me to the Cata=
ra@, and to bring me back to this place, paying them about the value of
half a crown a day, together with a certain quantity of corn and lentils
by the month, and to find them in coffee ; and in fhort as I found after-
wards, they expe@ed I fhould let them have a fhare of every thing I had;
for it is the nature of the Arabs to defire whatever they fee. When we
had made the agreement, the Coptis who were prefent faid a prayer ac-
cording to their cuftom. Malim Soliman and fome other friends came
with me to the boat, and his fervants brought me a prefent of a large
batket of bread, fome fine cakes, and a live theep: At parting the Coptis
faid a prayer, and wifthed a fafe return, that we might fay another prayer
together,

CHAP. IIL

From ArMiM to MENSHEEH, GIRGE, FURSHOUT;
DexpyYrA, KENA, KEPT, COUS, and THEBEs.

N the twenty-eighth of December about noon I left Akmim, to Vgo'

on towards the Catarad@s. In fome time we came to a ruin’d con-
vent of red unburnt brick, call’d Der-El-Hadid ; and oppofite to Men-
fheeh to another, which has four priefts in it, and is call’d Der-Embabfag,
to which the Chriftians of Menfheeh come to church ; it is in a very ru-=
inous condition, but about it there are pieces of entablatures and capitals,
which are proofs that there had been fome other fort of buildings there.

After we had view’d the church, the prieft told us there was nothing more.

to fee; but as foon as he had a piece of money put into his hands, he
fhewd us the way up fome ftairs, and brought us to a draw bridge that
led to a fmall chapel, to which they retire in difficult times, or when the
Arabs break in upon them,

Vor. L " ' Y S We
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We croffed over to Merifhech on the weft, a poor ill-built town, about
a mile in compafs ; but there are marks here of a great city to the fouth
of the town, which part is call'd Embabfag, as they fay from St. Sag, a
bithop of this place; and it is at prefent a bifhop’s fece. 1 went round part
of the foffee of the town, which is about three quarters of a mile long to
the fouth, and half a mile broad from eaft to weft; probably the antient
town extended alfo as far north as the prefent.  All along by the river are
confiderable ruins of a quay, built with feveral fhort picrs to receive the
boats into docks, where they might be fhelter'd from the weather; and
in one part it is built in a femicircle, with flights of fteps in different
parts. I faw feveral pedeftals, cornices, and pieces of granite among the
ruins, This feems to have been Ptolemais, mention’d by Strabo as the
greateft city in the Thebaid, and had a government eftablifh'd after the
Greek manner; fo that it is probable that the town was rebuilt under the
Ptolemies, and had its name from them. Some think it might be built
on the fpot of the antient city, this being mention’d as the capital of
this province Thinites ; Ptolemy calls it Ptolemais of Hermius; fo that
it is probable Mercury was worfhipped here in a particular manner. With-
in the compafs of the old town is a fmall lake that is fill'd with water
when the Nile rifes, and when the water evaporates, it leaves a cake of
falt on the top, as in many other parts of Egypt. The Prince of Akmim
having writ to an officer of the town to give me fome letters for Affouan,
I waited on him with a prefent of rice and foap, which are acceptable
here, and he gave me letters to his friends at Affouan, and entertain’d me
very civilly at his boufe. I went afterwards to fee the mafter of the veflel
that brought us from Cairo, who had another family here, and he had
invited me to his houle in the evening, it being ftill the faft of Rame-
fan; he entertain’d me likewife with coffee, and a hot fharab as they
call’d it, made with fugar and ginger; inftead of which, people of bet-
ter condition ufe cinamon, and drink it like tea, it being an extraordi-
nary entertainment. We fat round a pan of coals, and three Mahometans
fung Arab fongs, beating time with their hands, and playing on a tam-
bour. ,
On the twenty-ninth we purfued our voyage, and ftopped at a proper
place on the eaft to take in a ftore of wood: An Arab came down from
the mountain on horfeback after my fervant, and approach’d the boat ;
but he came in to us and avoided being ftripped, as probably he would
have been, if the Arab had come to him. After fome time we had to
the eaft the high rocky hills almoft perpendicular, in which there are
many curious grottos. We came to the poor little convent of Girge, on
the eaft fide, under the rocks. To this place the Coptis of Girge come to
church, not being allow’d a church in the city. We went about two miles
further to Girge, on the weft, which is the capital of Said or upper Egypt ;
it is not above a quarter of a mile from the river, and may be near two
miles in compafs, is pretty well built, and if I miftake not, moftly of
burnt brick. The Sangiack, or governor of upper Egypt, who is one
of the Beys, refides here, and continues in this office three or four years,
according to the pleafure of the divan at Cairo, or as he is agreeable to
the people here. I went to the convent of the Francifcan miffionaries,
who pafs for phyficians, but privately have a church, and as they told me,
about
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about one hundred and fifty converts; but they are often in great danger,
for the foldiers are very infolent, all the moft unruly janizaries being fent
to this place from Cairo ; fo that the miffionaries have been forced to fly
two or three times, and their houfe has been plunder’d. I went with one
of the fathers to wait on the Caimacam of the town, who is chief go-
vernor in the abfence of the Bey. This father was detain’d here to vifit
this great man, who wasin a drop{y. I fthew’d him the letter I had from
Ofman Bey to the Sangiack of Girge, made him a prefent of two boxes
of French prunellas, and he gave me a letter to Affouan, near the Cata-
ra®. I then went to the Aga of the janizaries, who was fitting according
to their cuftom, under the gateway to his houfe; he received us with much
civility, having been a patient of the father, and gave me four letters to
the people above, and I fent him the fame prefent I had carried to the
Caimacam. We afterwards went to a Turk, who I was told had fome
fuperior command over the janizaries of the caftle of Affouan; I gave
him a letter from the Prince of Akmim, and to the prefent I made the
others, 1 added a large bafket of rice: He did not receive us very polite-
ly, but faid he wonder'd for what end the Franks went up to the Cata-
rads, and afk'd if I had a watch to fell; which is a way they have of in-
timating that they want fuch a prefent: However, as foon as he faw what
- T had brought for him, he order’d me a letter, that he faid would pro-
te&t me as far as the three caftles; that is, as far as the Grand Signor’s
dominions extend. .

I went about three miles to the weft, to a village call’d El-Berbi (The EiBerbi, old
temple.) It is built on part of a raifed uneven ground, which feems to have 4Prds:
been the fite of an antient city: Afking them where the temple was, from
which it had its name, they fhew’d me a hollow ground from which pro-
bably all the ftones had been carried away to Girge. This I fuppofe to
be the antient Abydus; which is the more probable, as it is mention'd ¢ as
a city diftant from the river, on the weft fide. It was once the {econd
city in the Thebaid, where there was a famous palace of Memnon ¢; but
in Strabo’s time it was only a village. He fays fome were of opinion that
Ifmandes was the fame as Memnon, and confequently that the Labyrinth |
was the work of Memnon. He mentions alfo a fountain here, to which
there was an extraordinary defcent by fteps, and likewife a canal from the
great river, which feems to be that which comes from Badjoura to the
fouth. He fays alfo that there was a wood about the canal of the Egyp-
tian Acanthos, which was facred to Apollo ; and poffibly the wood about
Furfhout may be fome remains of it

From this place they went to the upper or great Oafis *, feven days jour-
ney, probably about a hundred and forty miles from Abydus, by a way
almoft inacceflible by reafon of the fands ; but the place itfelf was well

Oafis

f Blra peclya@ opelus dmd dvrews "AGud@r. midft of the deferts ‘Avderas, or rather ‘Avdees.

Ptol. iv. c. 5.
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" B Abydus Memnonis regia et Ofiris templo in-
clyta, viI. M. ccccc. paff. in Libyam a flumine
remota. Plin. Nat. Hiff. 1. v. c. g.

For what relates to Oafis, fee Herodotus iii.
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water'd, and abounded in vines: This doubtlefs is what is call'd Elouah,
in fome modern accounts of Egypt, that mention it as a place where they
have plenty of water and palm-trecs. ‘There the caravans of Nubia firft
come into Egypt, after thirteen days journey; and the country is govern'd
by a Cafhif. It is faid the army of Cambyfcs came to this place when he
fent them from Thebes, on the expedition to plunder the temple of Jupi-
ter Ammon, which was three degrees further north; in which journey it
is faid the whole army was buried in the fands. To this place the Chri-
ftians were often banifh’d in times of perfecution ; and there is an epiftle
of St. Athanafius diretted to them here. The fecond Oafis was to the
weft of the lake Meris, by fome call'd little Oafis, about one hundred
miles from the other: The lake mention'd as fix hours weft of the lake
Mzris muft be too near to be that place. The third Oafis was call'd alfo
the little Oafis; with regard to which, fome diftinguifh both the others by
the title of great. This is mention’d as at a great diftance from the others,
and was near the temple of Jupiter Ammon. This laft and the middle
Oafis muft be meant by Pliny, who {peaks of two as being bounded by
the provinces of Memphis, Heracleopolis, and Arfinoe.

On the thirty-firft I fet forward in the boat from Girge, in company
with an Aleppine of the Roman Greek church, who lived in the convent
of Furfhout, and I fuppofe was a lay brother. We paffed by the large
ifle of Domes, call'd {o from that tree ; a great number of which grow on
it. Ifirlt faw in this voyage the large floats of earthen ware; they are
about thirty feet wide, and fixty long, being a frame of palm-boughs tied
together about four feet deep, on which they puta layer of large jars with
the mouths uppermoft ; on thefe they make another floor, and then put
on another layer of jars, and fo a third, which laft are fo difpofed as to
trim the float, and leave room for the men to go between. The float
lies acrofs the river, one end being lower down than the other; towards
the lower end, on each fide they have four long poles, with which they
row and dire&t the boat, as well as forward the motion down: It is faid
crocodiles have fometimes taken men from thefe floats; a view of one of
them is reprefented in the eighth plate. A few miles to the fouth of
Girge is Bardis, where a great Sheik refides, who has but a {mall territory
here on the eaft and weft, but has a large tra& of land under him up
higher on the eaft, extending from Kena near as high as Efne, and re-
fides fometimes at Cous. We ftopped at a place about three miles from
Furfhout on the third of January, the wind not having favourd us. We
mounted on affes without bridles, and only a piece of coarfe cloth tied on
the back for a faddle; but we were {foon met by the prefident of the con-
vent, who had brought horfes for us on notice of our arrival, and we
came to Furfhout, which is a poor, ill-built, ruinous town, that may be
about a mile in compafs. The great Sheik refides here, who is governor
of almoft all the country on the weft, near as far as Affouan ; tho’ in the
upper parts they make themfelves almoft independent of him, and it is
with great difficulty that he colleés his rents. The country round is very
pleafant, moft of the roads leading to the town being planted with acacia
trees. The Francifcan miffionaries have a convent here under the name of
phyficians, and have a large faloon where they receive their company, which
in private ferves them for a chapel. I waited on the fecretary of the Shf:ik(i

2 an
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and prefented him with five or fix pounds of coffee, and he fent a pre-
fent of a fheep alive to the convent to entertain me with, and after in-
troduced me to the Sheik himfelf, who was fitting in the corner of his
room by a pan of coals: He rofe both when I came and when Ileft him;
his drefs was after the Arab manner. I gave him three letters, and the
fervant brought in the prefent I made him of two boxes of prunellas, two
of fome other fweetmeats, and feveral vafes of glafs. He afk’d me where
I intended to go? I told him to the Catara&. He faid a boat of Franks
went up lately, and that the pecple faid they came to find the way into
the country, in order to return afterwards and take it. He then afked
me what I wanted tofee? Itold him the ruin’d cities. He faid we had
not {uch ruins in England; and asked whether if they fhould go into our
country, we would permit them to fee every thing. All thefe queftions,
tho’ a little fhocking, he ask’d me with a good-natured {mile, and told
me he would give me letters, and a man to go with me; fo that I might be
affured I {hould travel fecurcly. I went tofee the Sheik’s garden, planted
in the middle with vines, the other parts being like an orchard full of
the acacia, palm, oranges, lemons, and other trees. The interpreter
of the Arab language I had taken with me, who was an Armenian, fal-
ling ill, I was obliged to fend for another to Girge, where they engaged
a merchant of Aleppo, who came up to fell goods, to go with me; and
on the eighth of January in the morning, the fecretary came and had his
carpet laid in the convent, and fent to his houfe for coffee and other re-
frefhments, and we took collation together, and about ten I dined with
the fathers; the fecretary eating the dinner he had order’d for himfelf in
another part of the convent, fending us a part of it, not being accuftom’d
to fit at a table ; and we all fet out together and went through Badjoura
to the boat. The fecretary fent me a prefent of a large fheep alive, bread,
and fugar canes, and about two in the afternoon we fet fail, and paffed by
Hou to the WePc a long town on a height that feems to be made by art,

and extending a confiderable way to the weft ; this I conjecture might be

little Diofpolis of Ptolemy : We lay all night near Reifere. On the ninth
about midnight we arrived at Dendera, about half a mile from the river:
There is a great quantity of wood all round it. I went out to the skirts
of the town; but we did not care to go much about, becaufe it was the
firft day of the great Turkifh féaft Biram, after the conclufion of their
month of faﬁing. Some of our men went to the mofque in a habit of
ceremony ufed in thefe parts, a gown of white cotton fowed up before,

fo that it look’d like a fhirt; and poffibly from this the ufe of the furphce'

mlg‘lt take its rife, asa Vef’c of ceremony ufed when they went any where

in high drefs.

I had letters to two Mahometans here, to whom I carried fome fmall
prefents, and they recommended me to the governor, who fent his brother -

with me about a league to the fouth to Amara, where are the ruins of the
antient Tentyra, about a mile from the river, and from the mountains to
the fouth; from which the name of the prefent town feems to be derived.
The people of Tentyra were famous for their enmlty to the crocodile, fo

as to endeavour to deftroy that animal by all means, infomuch that they "

often engaged in wars with the worfhippers of the crocodlle and particu~
larly with the people of Ombos. Some imagined, tho it is faid falfely,
Vor. L Z _ that
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that they had a greater natural power over thefe animals than other people,
having encounter'd them with wonderful fuccefs at the publick games at
Rome. In this city they were great worfhippers of Ifis and Venus; to
each of which Deities they had a temple. From the many heaps of ruins
that are feen, the city appears to have been large; they extend about a
mile from eaft to weft, and half a mile from north to fouth. The town
has been much frequented fince the time of its antient fplendor, for the
buildings are almoft fill'd up with afhes and rubbith ; they feem to have
lived much in and about the temples, and to have buile their little houfes
of unburnt brick near them; particularly there are feveral on the top of the
great temple, probably erected there for coolnefs by night during the fummer
feafon; but as this temple is but two hundred feet long, and a hundred
and forty-five bread, any one may judge with what reafon it has been faid,
that the temple is o large that a city was built on it. The chicf remains
of buildings are very near to one another, as reprefented in the twenty-fixth
plate, What ‘are above the line mark’d in the drawing, are placed as
they ftand in relation to one another, except that the gate X. is further to
the eaft. 'There are two gates and four temples which feem to have rela-
tion to one another; the {fmall temple A. being without the gate B. might
not belong to the others, and is too fmall for the temple of Venus: In it
is the fecond capital defcribed in the plate of that archite@ure. This gate
B. is like the grand kind of gate at Thebes, which may be feen in the
drawings of the temple of Carrack: A fort of double frieze is mark’d out.
in lines within it, in which one may fee fomething of the metopes and
triglyphs of the doric order, as reprefented in the plate of cornices and
entablatures. The temple C. which is fituated on the right hand, as the
plan of the front of it is mark’d, has over the capitals two {quare ftones;
on the lower ftone a figure is reprefented as cn the laft pillar in the fecond
plate of columns. This temple is fo near the great one, that I fhould
imagine it was a building that belong’d to it, as well as the temple D.
Over the door of the latter a hawk is cut, with the ufual cap or orna-
ment on his head : In one room there are two friezes, and two ftories of
hieroglyphics range round it, and a cornice on the outfide, with hawks
and wings, and a frieze, under which two Deities are cut. At the end of
the middle room is a niche, Ofiris is cut in it in releif, with a high cap,
as reprefented in the fmall brafs ftatues, but much defaced. Poflibly this
temple might be the habitation of a facred hawk. The grand temple it-
felf E. is intire, except that fome apartments which feem to have been at
top are deftroy’d, and fix or {even of the rooms below are intirely fill'd up.
There are ten flights of ftairs to the top, at the fixth is the room F.
and near the top are the rooms G. from which there are fix fteps to the
top of the temple. The particular large capital of the pillars, which is re-
prefented in the plate of capitals, has over it a fquare ftone, with a com-
partment of reliefs on each fide, in the beft tafte and workmanthip of any
I have feen in Egypt, and are exquifitely fine, infomuch that I conclude
they muft have been executed by one of the beft Greck fculptors, At
the ends of the grand room are four ftories of hieroglyphics, in {feven
compartments, each having two or three figures of men in it, fome of
which are defaced. There are alfo four flories of hieroglyphics on the
outfide; and probably there were five both within and without, before the

ground
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ground was raifed. Coloflal figures are cut on the outfide of the fouth
end, five of them together, and two more beautiful than the others at cach
corner. Round the top of this building there are {everal {pouts, with an or-
nament over them of the head and fthoulders of the fphynx: This, no doubt,
was the temple of Ifis, as may be concluded from the ca o1tals which are
{haped like the head of that Deity. The gate X. of the fame kind as th
' other ftands, with regard to the temple, as it is reprefented ; on the "(ones
that cover it are cut five of the birdsIbis. A third gate in the fame ftyle
is fo far to the eaft {outh eaft of the temple, that it is not reprefented with
the other plans: It is all over adorn’d with hieroglyphics, as well as the
others, and poflibly might lead to the temple of Venus, which we may
fuppofe has been deftroy’d; and coming to it from the river, the temgle
of 1fis might be faid to be behind its, as defcribed by Strabo.

Having view'd all thefe fine remains of antiquity with the greateft fa-
tisfaction, I return’d to the town; and at parting, my friends fent me a pre-
{ent of a lamb; and the governor’s brother came to the boat for his prefent,
which was a basket of rice, fome coffee, and foap: As there is plenty of
wood here, this place {upplies moft part of Egypt with charcoal. We
purfued our voyage with a favourable wind, and came up with Kena, a Kens, Cene
{mall town on a raifed ground about a mlle from the river, which 1 fup or Neapolis.
pofe to be the antient Czne or Neapolis, mention’d both by Herodotus and
Ptolemy *.  After Tentyra, Strabo mentions Typhonia 1, which I do not Typhoni.
find in any other author: It is probable it had its name from fome ceremo-
nies perform’d to thew their deteftation of Typhon; but whether it were
here or on the weft fide of the river, thereare no grounds to determine,
only that he mentions the canal that goes to Coptos immediately after it,
which is near this place; and I took notice of the canal which comes in
and makes the ifle of Kena. This city at prefent is only remarkable for
making the beft black earthen ware in Egypt, which is very 1igrht and much
eﬁeem d: They could never be prevail’d on to make the vafes with broad
bottoms, to ftand without danger of falling; {o that the people are cbliged
to have wooden frames to fet them on. A little higher on the weft, we
paffed by Etouerat, where thofe large jars are made which are carried
down on floats, on which we faw the people placing them for the voyage.
We went on and came up with Kept, a village at fome diftance from the Kepr.
river; it is the antient Coptos, faid to be {o call'd in the Greek, becaufe copros.
Ifis was here when the heard of the death of Ofiris, and for grief cut off
one of the locks of her hair. This city was inhabited both by Egyptians
and Arabians. The Nile below the city running to the weft, this was the
firft convenient place for carrying on the trade by the Red fea, the river
being nearer to it here than at other places below; and the difficult navi-
gation of the Red {fea to the north caufed the trade for the merchandices
of India and Arabia to take this channel. 'The antients fpeak of the Red
{ea as fix or feven days journey diftant, tho’ the people at prefent fay it is
only four days journey: The former {feem to be nearer the truth, tho’
Pliny {eems to make the diftance much too great from Coptos to Beromce
in faying it is two hundred fifty-eight miles. The Itinerary alfo makes it

1 70Omide 08 78 vew 16 TAQeadiTig, "Toudds isun iepan, U Elra TvQuvea nardpeva, % n s Konloy dispu§’
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near the fame diftance, which by fuppofing a miftake in every diftance, I
have reduced to about one hundred. As Strabo makes Beronice the
neareft port on the Red fea, and the Itinerary gives an account of the road
between thefe two places ; it muft be fuppofed that Ptolemy is miftaken
in his latitudes, in making Beronice {fo much further fouth, and Myos fo
much more to the north. Strabo = alfo, who was in thefe parts, was in-
form’d that Coptos was near to Beronice; in which it is the more unlikely
he fhould be miftaken, becaufe he fays the port of Myos was then the
more frequented; Beronice being a bad port, as Coffir is at prefent, which
is the port that was ufed in the middle ages, and probably is Beronice ;
there being another bad port north of it call'd old Coflir, which from the
fituation, one may conjeéture to be Myos. Pliny » mentions Juliopolis as
two miles from Alexandria, probably the port on the lake where this trade
was carried on, and fays that from Juliopolis to Coptos, the voyage of
three hundred and three miles was perform’d in twelve days, when the
northerly winds blew.  Ptolemy Philadelphus ° firft made a good road
from Coptos to Beronice, and fixed inns at proper diftances:” Wells alfo
were dug, and cifterns made to preferve the little rain water that fell; fo
that the ftations where they ftopped had the general name of Hydrea, or
watering places. The journey before was ufually perform’d by night, car-
rying water on their camels, and dire@ing their courfe by the ftars. The
trade continued on this way in the middle ages to Coffir, till it was inter-
rupted by the depredations of the Arabs: They have notwithftanding
fometimes fent corn this way, but very little of the eaftern goods have
lately come by this road. In the early times of Chriftianity, this city be-
came famous for the great refort of Chriftians to it in times of perfecution;
and it is faid that they retired to the grottos of the neighbouring moun-
tains, tho’ I could not be inform’d that there were any near, This was
the firft rife of the name of Coptis, which it is faid the Mahometans gave
in derifion to the Chriftians in Egypt. This town having revolted againft
Dioclefian, probably on account of his perfecutions, he caufed it to be
utterly deftroy’d. I went with letters I had to two Mahometans from the -
Prince of Akmim. Going through the ruins of the old town, half a mile
to the left to the village call’d Kalalikeman, they thew’d me all the ruins
of this great city, the ground of which is much mifed. About the mid-
dle of the city I faw fome {quare pillars, and the remains of a fine en-
tablature reprefented in the plan of entablatures, all of red granite. At

~ a viilage to the north are the remains of a {fmall temple much deftroy’d;

a plan of which is at A. in the twenty-feventh plate. To the eaft of the
high ground of the old city is a large bafin, as of a lake or pond, about
three hundred paces long, and two hundred broad ; to the north of it
there is a deeper hole, in which there was foul water, but I could not
perceive that it was falt. Both thefe were doubtlefs refervoirs of water for
the ufe of the city, which was convey'd by the canal, and poffibly they
might bring their veflels into the large bafin. The canal runs to the fouth
of thefe, and to the fouth and weft of the old town: Over it are the re<
mains of two bridges; one at the fouth weft corner of the town is almoft
intire, and has five piers ; it is not built with arches, but large ftones are

m See Strabo ibid. ) o See Strabo 1bid,
n Lib.vi. ¢.23. .
3 Claid
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ON EGYPT.

laid from one pier to another. The piers are built in fuch manner as if
floodgates had been fix’d between them to keep in the water when the
Nile abated, as may be feen at B. The other bridge is at the fouth eaft
corner: Near it I faw feveral Sarcophagus’s, on the lids of which is a
mezzo-releivo of a man like a mummy: There are many of them likewife
about a rifing ground on the canal a mile further, where probably there
was a church or convent; for I imagined they were Chriftian tombs, the
antient Pagan Egyptians not depofiting their dead fo near their cities. The
people find here a great number of medals, and fmall ftatues of earthen
ware, tho’ but few intire, and alfo fome pieces of rock, chryftal, and
fometimes precious ftones, and particularly the root or refufe of emerald
in great abundance; it is of a pale green, and they have an emerald at
Cairo which they call the emerald of Said, which is not very tran{parent,
nor of a bright green.  Strabo fays there were mines of emeralds and other
precious ftones here, in which the Arabs work’d. Ptolemy alfo {peaks of
the mountain of emeralds in thefe parts, and the mines of emerald are
mention’d in the map of the patriarch, and they fay the Arabs have dug
for them ; but as they belong to the Grand Signor, they are very well {a;.
tisfied that they fhould not be known, becaufe he would have the profit,
and the 1nhab1tants might be obliged to work in the mines for a very {mall
confideration,

We went on and paffed by Nequade to the weft, in which town there Nequde;

are many Chriftians, and it is a bifhop’s {fee, the Diocefe extending to the
confines of Egypt; for above this place there are very few Chriftians in any
parts, except at Efne and the convent beyond it. I was inform’d that
there were two or three monafteries near this town.

We came to the port of Cous, and rid two miles through a flat coun- Cous.

try full of dome-trees, to the miferable town built of unburnt brick, which
was the antient little Apollinopolis, call'd by Antonine a village ; it is on
an artificial height, but there are no remains except of one {fmall temple;
a plan and an upright of one fide is in the twenty—feventh plate at C. and
there is an infcription on it, to be feen with the other Greek inferiptions
in Egypt put up by Cleopatra and Ptolemy in honour of the great Deity,
and the other Deities worfhipped in that temple.

As I was viewing the temple, one of the Sheik’s officers, drefled as 4
Turk, came and asked me with great civility to drink coffee, but it be-
ing late I declined it. Thefe great Sheiks have often many Turks in their
fervice, who having been on the vanquifh'd fide, have been obliged to fly
from Cairo in time of public infurre&ions, which frequently happen. I was
~ told this Sheik had feveral of thefe people with him, and I concluded this
perfon was one of them. This is the only antiquity to be feen at Cous. I
- went to the Chriftian fecretary of the great Sheik to be introduced by him,
and made him a {mall prefent. We fat down on a mat in the open court;
where the horfes were tied, and had very indifferent fare ferved to us; a
fort of ill-tafted feed mix'd with oyl, onions, bread, and water; and
finithing with coffee, he went with me to the great Sheik, who is the fame
that commonly refides at Bardis. He is a young man of a Mulatto com-
plexion, and a large black eye: Being laid down to repofe, he was in a
{mall room on his bed on the fopha, having a blue fhirt over fome other
garments, one of his officers fitting by hnn I went up on the {opha, and
"~ Vou. L Aa deliver'd
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deliver’d my letters from the Prince of Akmim, and an officer of the
janizaries at Girge, and then my prefent, as ufual, was laid before him;
a bag of rice, tobacco in the leaf, Joppa foap, and a pair of fuch rcd fhoes
as they wear. I told him 1 defired a letter to {ce the antiquities of
Carnack and Luxercin, which he order'd to be prepared, and defired us
to go and drink coffee with his fecretary. I went to my bcat, the fecre-
tary fending me a prefent of a fheep. I left my interpreter to bring the
letters, who came the next morning and faid he was at the river in the
evening, but could not find the boat ; for the men hearing fome people at
the water fide, had put off into the middle of the river. The Sheik ad-
vifed me by him to fee Carnack and Luxcrein now, and not in my return
as I propofed, for that he was going to encamp there, and I fhould fee
evcry thing with greater fafety. There is one little church in this town,
and towards the mountains there is a mean convent call’d Aboukter, that
has only three priefts in it. On the twelfth we went on with a man the
Sheik had {ent to go with me, and ftopping oppofite to Zenieh, where
the Sheik of Carnack lives, the man went to the camp of the great Sheik,
who fent us two men to guard the boat by night.

CHAP I
Of THEBES.

WENT on the thirteenth to the Sheik at Zenieh, with a letter I had

from his fuperior, and the Sheik of Furfhout; and making him a pre-

fent, he was very civil, and took care to make a return by a prefent
of afheep. I went to Carnack, which is part of the antient Thebes,
where there are the ruins of a moft magnificent temple. 1began to mea-
fure the firft gate I came to on the north, and to take an account of it
in my book. The man the Sheik of Furfhout had fent with me, who had
no authority here, pretended to tell me I fhould not venture to do {o, be-
fore I had been with the great Sheik, who had encamp’d near the river.
to the north. I order’d him to thew me the way to him, and they con-

‘du@ed me to the village of Carnack, where I found the Sheik I had been

with in the morning, who fent a man with me to f{ee the ruins; and the
fecretary came whom the great man had fent to go along with me. . I

~afked him if I might meafure and write down my obfervations. He told

me I might do what I pleafed, and ftay’d with me two or three hours;
and the people of the village came round me, when they obferved I was
meafuring the temple. This firft day I had not taken care to have any
provificns brought, 2nd defiring the man that was fent with me to bring
me fome bread, he went and brought me of fuch fare as they have, and
I dined in the temple; and having orderd my boat to lie under the en-
campment of the Sheik, I waifed on him in his tent. He ask’d if we
would not fup with his fecretary ; which we excufed, being fatigued,
and went to our boat. Thefe encampments are in the regular manner of
an army: In the middle was the large green tent of the Sheik, who fat in
a corner of it, with three or four of his officers ﬁtting by him ; they gg
3 an
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and encamp about in this manner all over their territories, to getin their
tributes or rents, which are pald in kind. The fecretary came W1th me
to the boat, and came into it, and took fome little refrelhments, I con-
tinued here viewing the temple as long as I pleafed, and orderd the men
to provide a dinner for me in the boat and bring it to the temple, which
they did every day. The cavalcade of the Sheik pafling by, a great num~
ber of them rid into the temple and talk’d to me; and one day a fingle
man on horfeback came and told me that there was a large cavern under

the temple, where often a great number of rogues lay hid, and bid me take
- care, {feeming to defign to intimidate me. TheSheik’s fon of the place came

to me, and conduéted me to a part of the temple inhabited by the women,
and giving them notice to keep out of the way, I went in, and view’d it,
with all manner of liberty. One day the Caia or firft officer of the Sheik
came and dined with me, and I made him a prefent ; which he return’d,
by making me a prefent of a lamb.

The great and famous ci
fome fay it was built by Ofiris, others by Bufiris the fecond of that name,
and that it was about elghteen miles round ?, others fay it extended ten
miles in lengtha. On the weft fide was the part call’d Memnonium, from
the temple and ftatue of Memnon there. In the time of Strabo, the city

-

91

of Thebes was on both fides of the river ; Thebes;

feems to have been chiefly on the eaft fide, and was call’'d the great Diof~ Diofpolis

polis, on- account of the famous temple built there to the Deity they
chiefly worfhipped, which probably was the temple of Carnack. About

a league fouth of it is Luxerein, where are remains of another grand build-
ing, which was probably the temple or monument of Ofymanduas; and
the dntient Diofpolis feems to have been between thefe two temples; as the

grand entrances to both are that way. The hundred gates of Thebesare
mention’d by many authors, and are commonly thought to have been gates
of the city; but there are no figns of walls round it, nor were wall’d towns
common in Egypt.  And as there are remains of fuch fine gates about their
temples, it might be thought that thefe might give occafion, as Diodo~

rus - obferves, for this obfervation of the poet; but as he mentions that two
hundred chariots could be fent out of them with armed men, this maybe
gates of the temples, unlefs we fup~ -
pofe that they join’d in fome folemn a&s of religion before they went out .
to war: Others * however think they might be rather fo many palaces of
Princes or-great men of the city, who could each of them on any exi- .

thought not to agree {fo well with the

gency, fend out fo many chariots to the war; and this interpretation feems
to be countenanced by the poet, who immediately after he has mention’d
the great wealth of their houfes, fpeaks of their -hundred gates, and of
the chariots and men that could be fent out of them.
poor vﬂlege in which the people have moftly built their cottages among
the ruins to the fouth of the temple.
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at Thebes; and this is, without doubt, the temple mentioned by Diodorus
Siculus, as of a moft extraordinary fize, though in no part incredible to
any one, who has examined the great remains of this ftupendous building,
the ruins of which extend near half a mile in length, and he computes
it to have been above a mile'and a half in circumference; he fays alfo,
that the height of the temple was forty-five cubits, and that the walls of
it were twenty-four feet thick, in both which refpeds it will appear, that
this temple, in fome parts of it, exceeds the account Diodorus gave, though
it has been looked on as an extravagant relation ‘; a plan of this temple,
and a fe&ion of the middle part of it, and a view of the gates may be
feen in the twenty-eighth plate.

In order to underftand the nature of thistemple, and of Egyptian temples
in general, I have below given Strabo’s * defcription of them. There are
no lefs than eight grand entrances to the temple, to three of which there
were avenues of {phynxes of a great length, two of them having fixty fta-
tues on each fide, according to the manner of building with the Egyp-
tians, who commonly had before their temples what the Greeks called the
Dromos, marked A, about a hundred feet wide, and three or four times
as long, adorned in this manner. After this, to one of the entrances are
four grand gateways, BCDE, that lead to the temple ; they are about
, and muft, before
the ground was raifed, be from fifty to fixty feet high; there is an en-
trance to them at one end, and a flight of ftairs that leads up to the open~
ing, over the door in the middle; for thefe buildings are open in the
middle, asmay be feen in the viewof them: From this part there isanother
flight of fteps, up the middle of the other fide of the building that lands
at the top: Thefe buildings leflen very much every way from the bottom
to the top, like a pyramid; for which reafon I call them the pyramidal
gateways. It appears from three medals that have been found, that they
put ftatues over the door-place; in one of them I met with in Egypt,
feems to be an eagle; in another I have feen two canopufes, with the lote
flower on the heads of them; and in the drawing of a fourth, a flatue
with a pike in the left hand, and fomething in the right, The firft of
thefe four gates B is of red granite, finely polifhed, and beautifully adorned
with hieroglyphics, in four compartments in the height of it on each
fide of the gate without, and three in the infide, in each of which are
the figures of two men, bigger than the life, and of exquifite workman-
fhip; further on each fide are coloffal figures, with hieroglyphics under

" them, which are in height about fifteen feet above ground, and in this

Y Tedlaguy ydg isgiv xalaoxewaddivley 10,1¢ x4AAG* ¢ vews, Which confifts of a large court or ante-tem-

W 0 piydQ Savpasiv, @ évas 0 warauitdlor
Toondidaa v sadivy iy weeiudoors while & % rer-
raggala wyyer 0 $4Grs dnors 8t A vedldpwr wo-
dé» 10 wAd+@r viv rasyev. Diodorus 1. P- 43-

v Strabo gives this defcription of the Egyptian
temples.

Their temples are built in this manner.

At the firft entrance is a court or avenue,
paved with flone, about one hundred feet wide,
and three or four hundred feet long, and fome-
times more ; this is called the Dromos, ¢ AgiuG-.
On each fide are {phynxes, in two rows, about
thirty feet apart. After this, is one or more large
veftibles, 73 wgémvior, Aftcr that is the temple,

a

ple, ¢ mgiva@*, and the innermoft temple, ¢ ooz,
which 15 not very large, and in which there is
no feulpture, or at leaft, if there is, ’tis of fome
beaft, but never of the human figure. At the
further end of the ante-temple are fort of wings,
of the height of the temple, the walls being as
far diftant from one another, as the breadth of
the foundation of the walls of the temple; and
are fo built, as to incline towards one another for
about feventy-five or ninety feet in height; on
thefe walls, very large figures are cut, much like
the Hetrufcan and Greek works, Strabo xvii.

p- 805.
latter
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ON EGYPT.

Jatter manner the others are adorned, without fuch compartments as are in
the granite gateway. On each fide of thefe gates there feem to have been
coloflal flatues; on the outfide of the firft, is a red granite ftatue on one
fide, and on the other, a flatue of a fort of granite compofed of {mall peb-
bles; one alfo remains within, of white marble, the head being off; it has
round the middle a belt, with a fhort dagger ftuck into it. Thefe ftatues
have each of them in one hand, the crofs with a handle, which is faid to
reprefent the four elements; I took fome meafures from one, and found
the hand to be fixteen inches broad, and the head five feet fix inches long;
on the back of the ftone, behind their heads, is a tortoife, cut in an oval,
and fome other. hieroglyphics about it ; on the other fide are fragments of
fuch another ftatue. I faw likewife on -the outfide of the gate, many
pieces of a rough fort of red marble, like porphyry, and of that yellow
{pangling marble which is imitated at Venice. The next gate, C. is very
much ruined, but has only two ftories of coloffal figures to the fouth, and
one tothe north. The third gate, D. has hieroglyphics all round, and coloffal
figures of men; here likewife are remains of a flatue of white marble, the
head of which has a ferpent work’d on its calque; it is five feet dlameter,
and meafured four feet and a half from the lower part of the neck to the
top of the head. The fourth gateway, E. is now a heap of ruins; before
it are {fome pieces of a red granite ftatue, the trunk of which I found to
be feven feet and an half broad. To the eaft of thefe gates is the building,
F. and alfo a large pond, G. which probably was a refervoir of the Nile
water, for the ufe of the temple Thefe gateways were called by the Greeks
ante-gates or veftibules, (72 ngérua.) From them walls were built, that extend-
ed not only to the other gates, to make the entire enclofure of the temple,
but alfo to enclofe the particular courts between the gates and the temple.
At the entrance within the enclofure of the temple, towards the obelisks,
are ruins of a coloffal ftatue, of red granite. And though this entrance
from the fouth was fo grand yet it was the way oaly to the fide of the
temple, the fituation of- the ground not permitting fuch an entrance to
the front, where every thing elfe is executed in the grandeft manner ;
which I fhall defcribe in its place.

About a hundred and fifty paces to the Weﬁ is another fuperb entrance,
with the fame kind of avenue of {phynxes leading to fuch a gateway H
as is reprefented by the upright, Z. adorned likewife with hieroglyphic‘s.
A hundred and eighty-three paces from this, is a grand pyramidal gateway,
I, and adjoining to it is the large building K. divided into feveral parts,
and feems to have continued on to the temple. I got admiffion into it by
the particular favour of the Sheik, though it is the habitation of the wo-
men. To the eaft of this is another entrance, L. to what I call the ante-tem-
ple, M, which is to the weft of the grand building; as there is likewife on
the north fide of that courtat N. A fifth entrance O. is the temple itfelf
on the north fide, where there feem’d to be confiderable buildings, now
almoft entirely buried by the rubbifh, which was probably thrown there from
fome village that formerly was near. A fixth entrance, P. is alfo from
the north, where every thing likewife is buried, and is oppofite to the firft
grand entrance mentioned to the fouth. A feventh, Q. is further to the eaft
on the fame fide; and another oppofite to it, R. It is probable there was
an entrance alfo further on at S, for near it is a grand gate ; and be-

Vor. L Bb tween
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tween that and the temple, ruins of great buildings, which I fuppofe led to
the temple, though by reafon of the ruinous ftate of that part of it, I
could not fix the entrance. It is probable there was another oppofite to it,
and that the twelfth entrance, T. was at the eaft end, at fome diftance
from the great eaftern building. This grand gateway appears not to have
been finifhed, and it is from this to the great pyramidal entrance in the
weft front I am going to defcribe, that I fuppofe the temple muft be near half
a mile in length. The grand entrance V. to the weft, which may be called,
at pleafure, either a gateway or afront to the great court before the temple,
is the moft magnificent of the kind that probably was ever built in Egypt;
and it may be a mark of its antiquity that it is built in the moft fimple
and plain manner, without any hieroglyphics or other ornaments; very
much refembling what we call the ruftic; it is forty feet broad, the bot-
tom part being a folid wall of that thicknefs. There feem to have been
ftairs up to the lower windows, from the north end, where at prefent it
is much ruined, fo as that one may eafily go up; and probably there
was a paffage to the other fide over the gateway, now a heap of ruins,
from whence the flzirs might be continued up to the top, as they
are in other buildings of the like nature; for in the front there are two
ftories of eight {fmall windows ; the upper ftory is near the top, which
is fo ruined in moft parts, that at a diftance they appear fomething like
battlements. Within this is a large open court, having on each fide, at the
the firft entrance, a terrace, W. eighty feet broad, and fix feet above the
ground, as it is now raifed, to which I fuppofe there were fteps up from the
colonnade which is on each fide of this ante-temple. Thefe pillars have
fquare capitals ; and on each fide of the middle walk, to the inner partof
the temple, there wasa very grand colonnade of pillars, above forty feet high,
and eight feet diameter, with large capitals like a vafe, only worked with

fome figures in lines: On the top of thefe capitals is a {quare ftone, as

for a pedeftal to place ftatues on: At the further end of thefe pillars, are
two colloffal ftatutes, X. of red granite, on pedeftals four feet wide, and
fix feet long; the heads are broke off, and the ftatues much disfigured:
The pilafters behind the ftatues are adorned with hieroglyphics, and fo alfo is

~ an oval below the navel of the ftatue. Strabo fays, that within the gateways,

was the temple, which confifted of theante-temple, and the temple properly
fo called, or the inner temple, which feems to be the moft facred part of it:
What I have defcribed muft be the ante-temple; what follows in the de-
fcription of the Egyptian temples, is fomewhat difficult; for it is faid, that
at the further end " of the ante-temple are a fort of wings, of the height
of the temple, the walls being as far diftant from one another, as the

. foundation of the walls of the temple, and fo built, as to incline towards

one another for {eventy-five or ninety feet in height *. In this manner

the walls, almoft intirely ruined, feem to be built between this ante-temple

¥ So the word mgdxerras, feems to mean, at
the further end, or advanc’d before it, that is,
between the ante-temple and the inner temple, d;
fo thefe words, though very obfcure, feem to be
underftood :"Enert’ bic 1 wescSev wpoiovls, xalemmsvsoas
yeapuas pixes mayev welyorle v tévnovla.  This
may be in the manner of the pyramidal gates de-
fcribed, in which the walls incline inwards, fo as

to be much narrower at top than at bottom:
Poffibly the meaning may be, that each wall
was built in fuch 2 manner on the outfide, with
a plain, inclining the one towards the other.

* I meafured the pyramidal top of the great
obelifk, which was fallen, and found it to be ten
feet nine inches Jong, and that ’twas five feet nine
inches fquare, at the bottom of the pyramid.

and
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and the inner temple, on each fide of that grand entrance, Y, which may
be feen in the plan, and has more of the beautiful magnificence init, than
any other building I ever faw, the door itfelf being very high, and yet
in a juft proportion; and the walls on each fide of the paffage, as well as
the doors, are adorned with moft beautiful hieroglyphics, and figures of
men, in ﬁx compartments, above nine feet high and twelve wide, every
compartment having the figures of three men in it; thefe buildings in
the temple being defcribed to have been adorned with {culptures of men,
after the Greek and Hetrufcan manner, Beyond this, is the inner temple
itfelf, a, in which there are {ixteen rows of pillars one way, and eighteen
the other, the two middle rows are eleven feet diameter, the others
eight, with capitals of a {quare ftone only on them; over the two
middle rows, the temple was higher than in the other parts, having over
the fpace between the two pillars, a fort of windows with twelve lattices
of ftone in each of them, made fomething like the holes in the walls of
cities, to {py out at, and to annoy the enemy with their arms; thefe feem
to be defigned to convey light into the temple, which is fomething ex-
traordinary, there being rarely any windows in the Egyptian buildings.
Every part of this temple is covered, infide and out, with hieroglyphics
and other reprefentations, in a very extraordinary manner ; and it is of
this part of the temple that our author feems to {peak, when  he fays,
that they put no ftatuesin it, nor any human figure, but {culptures of a-
nimals; and in fome other temples I have obferved, that the human body
has always on it the head of {fome bird or beaft: This muft be underftood
of the infide of the temple; for the outfide of this building is beautified
in a very grand manner, chiefly on the north fide, where there are
reprefentations of battles with horfes and chariots, one of which I obferved
was drawn by ﬂags. At the other end’ of this inner temple there was an
entrance, b. now in ruins, and without it, what I took to bea raifed terrace,
c. about thirty feet wide, the front of “which has carved on it two barks
with covers on them, like the Venetian gondolas at one end of itis a fculp-
ture, refembling a ray of the fun; in the boat, men are reprefented
working it along with their poles, and one ftands towards the head of the
bark, and receives the homage of the others. Here is the grand entrance
defcr:bed from the fouth, and on each fide of the entrance into the temple
itfelf, at the eaft end of it, are two obelifks, d. having only one column of
h1erocrlyphlcs, and are ﬁxty—three feet four 1nches high, and fix feet {fquare.
Further to the eaft, are two other obelitks, e. feven feet fix inches
{quare, and feventy-three feet high; the obelifk to the fouth is fallen
down; they have three columns of hieroglyphics all the way down: All
thefe obelisks, are of red granite. A little further, a wall is built
on each fide to the north and fouth; and on the weft fide of it are feve-
ral coloffal bufts or half flatues at f. very much defaced. Continuing on
along the middle to the eaft, we came at length to the {mall granite
room, g. with a room on each fide of i it, which feems to have been a place
of more thin ordinary fanéity, and the entrance to it is adorned with a very
particular fort of {quare columns ; one of them I obferved, was a knot of
‘three {uch pillars as are reprefented at h. It is poffible this granite room

was the place allotted for the beautiful noble virgin, that was annu-

ally
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ally confecrated to the Deity in a very ftrange manner’. All along on
cach fide are feveral apartments much ruin’d, “which might ferve both for
the priefts and for the beafts they kept for facrifice. And about a hundred
and fixty feet to the eaft is another large building z. confifting of feveral
{mall apartments, on each fide of a {pacious colonnade, as if for the ofhi-
cers of the temple. To the north, without this enclofure, are ruins of
buildings, with the grand gate, i. before them, which feem to have led
to the temple. Further to the eaft of the other building, are figns of a
colonnade, k. almoft buried in the ground; to the eaft of this is the
moft eaftern grand gate, T. mention’d as unfinifh’d, where the enclofure
of this vaft temple ends ™.

The Sheik’s fon offer’'d to go with me to a temple four miles to the eaft
of Carnack, and he came early in the morning to the boat with horfes, and
laying a carpet on the bank of the river, I entertain’d him with coffee,
and we fet forward towards the temple; the fon alfo of the Caia, or
fteward of the great governor went along with us. The plain to the eaft
naturally runs into a coarfe grafs, much like a rufh, great part of it lying
walte; and where it is fown; the ground is laid in broad low hillocks,
round which there are {mall irregular channels, the com not keing fown
at top of thefe hillocks, but only near the channels, in order, I fuppole, that
it may be the more eafily water'd ; for men raife the water out of the
Nile into a fmall canal, which conveys it to all parts. I omitted to enquire
how they cultivated the land, which is probably only by harrowing in the
corn. About four miles eaft of Carnack, are the remains of a temple
fronting to the north weft, a plan of which may be feen in the twenty-
{eventh plate atD. with a plan of the grand gate, E. which ftands in that
manner to the temple, and an upright of it, F. It is about two hundred
feet north of the te'np‘e "and is adorn’d w1th four compartments of hiero-
glyphics. The walls in the front of the temple between the pillars, are
about feven feet high, cover'd alfo with hieroglyphics. Among thofe on
the gate, a perfon is reprefented offers {fomething that is round, it may
be fome fruit, to a perfon fitting in a chair; another offering beafts.
The heads, legs and arms of the figures are defaced. The pillar on
each fide of the door is that beautiful one Numb. 11. in the fe-
cond plate of the archite@ture of Egyptian columns; the other pillars are
of Numb. 7. of the firft of thofe plates; but bemO' fo near to one ano-
ther, I fuppofe they were without bafes. At the further end, where I
conJeé’cure there was a door on each fide, 1 faw the remains of a {quare
pillar of red granite, which might be the ruins of a door-cafe. All
this temple is very much deftroy’d, except the front, which is not perfed.
The grand gate is intire ; and I faw a {phynx near it about four feet long.
It is probable the antient Thebes extended formerly to this place. The

¥ Strabo xvil p. 816.

2 About the gates of the temple I took parti-
cular notice of the following hicroglyphics. On
one a man offers to the Deity, in each hand a
vafe like a chocolate dith, having on each arm
fomething refembling a folded napkin. In ano-
ther, one feems to offer himfelf to two Deities,
which by fome emblems, I conjeétured to be the
fun and moon. A man offers fomething like apples
to one on a throne ; four Deities being on thrones
above, as on another floor. A bird like a hawk, on

a pillar fomewhat refembling the Corinthian ord-r.
A peacock on another, with “the bell capital; both™ -
which are in the plate of Egyptian pxllars A
man ftanding before four monkies, which are on
two floors, as I think two on each floor. Three
trees on a pedeftal. It is to be obferved that the
heads, hands and legs of many of the figures are
defaced ;3 but thofe cut on granite remain intire,
as they could not be fo eafily disfigured, by rea-
fon of the hardnefs of the ftone,

patriarch’s
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ON EGYPT.

patrlarch s map has Maximianopolis, a bifhop’s fee, in this fituation, call’d
in Arabic, Medmut, which may be one of the vﬂlages of old Thebes, men-
tion’d by Strabo, that might after increafe to a {mall town.

Returning I View’d the ruins of what I fuppofed to be a round temple,
and appear'd to have been a hundred and feventy-five fect diameter. I
faw alfo fome remains of a grand gate to the weft of it. Having view’d
thefe things, we return’d, and I entertain’d my conduéors with coffee at
the boat, and made the Sheik’s fon a prefent that I thought would be agree-
able to him. This young man had thewn me great civility, imagining that
I might be a phyfician, and defired my advice in 2 certain cafe. The next
day I fpent in reviewing the great temple of Carnack, and taking feveral
helghts. I had thoughts of going to Luxerein, and fo coming from that

place to take leave of the great man; but~his Caia, who came to me
very kindly, told me it was beft to take leave of the Sheik before I depart-
ed, fo I waited on him. He was very civil, and told me I might feeLuxerein
without any trouble; and when 1 was return’d, the fecretary fent me provi-
fions from the Sheik’s kitchen. Part of Thebes which was weft of the ri-
ver, is now call’d Gournou ; but the Memnomum ‘which was the moft
weftern part, I take to be now call'd Medinet Habou. When I went on
that fide, I {fent to the Sheik, to whom I had a letter from the great Sheik
of F urfhout he came to the boat, and condu@ed me to his houfe at the
village of Gournou, mark’d A. in the view I have given of this fide in
the twenty-ninth plate. . The Sheik furnifh’d me with horfes, and we fet
out to go to Blban-el Meluke, and went about a mile to the north, ina - -
fort of a fireet, on each fide of which the rocky ground about ten feet
high has rooms cut into it, fome of them being fupported with pillars ;
and as there Finot the leaﬁ fign in the plain of private buildings, I thought
that thefe in' the very earlieft times might ferve as houfes, and be the ﬁrﬁ
invention after tents, and contrived as a better fhelter from wind,.and the
cold of the nights. Itisa fort of gravelly flone, and the doors are cut
regularly to the ftreet. We then turn’d to the north weft, enterd in be-
tween the high-rocky hills, and went in a very narrow Valley We after
turn’d towards the fouth, and then to the north weft, going in all between
thie mountains about a mile or mile and a half, as reprefented in the plan
mark’d N. in the thirty-firft plate. We came to a part that is wider, being
a round opening, like an amphitheatre, and afcended by a narrow fteep
paffage about ten feet high, which feems to have been broke down thro’
the rock, the antient pa{Tage being probably from the Memnonium under Sepulchres
the hills, and it may be from the grottos I enter’d on the other fide. By o 75 e
this paﬁ'age we came to Biban-el-Meluke, or Bab-il-Meluke, that is, The
gate or court of the Kings, being ths fepulchres of the ngs of Thebes.
Diodorus Siculus * makes mention of them as the very wonderful {epulchres
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It is very probable that what Strabo calls 78
emyAasa, are the fame as Paufanias calls ai odgsy-
¢, which fignifies not only pipes or tubes, but
any paffages or grottos under ground; and near
thefe, our author fays, the famous coloflal ftatue

ftood.
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of the Kings of Thebes, fuch as never could be exceeded by any thing
that was afterwards executed in this kind. He fays forty-feven of them
were mention’d in their hiftories, that feventeen only remain’d to the time
of Ptolemy the fon of Lagus, as the hiftorians of that time, and particu-
larly Hecatzus relates; and adds that moft of them were deftroy’d in his
time; tho’ probably many of the forty-feven he mentions were built, and
not cut into the hills like thefe that remain, as it is not eafy to deftroy
fuch fort of monuments. Strabo fays that above the Memnonium were the
fepulchres of the Kings of Thebes, in grottos cut out of the rock, being
about forty in number, wonderfully executed, and worthy to be feen. In
them he fays were obelifks with infcriptions on them, fetting forth the
riches, power and empire of thofe Kings, as far as Scythia, Ba&tria, India,
and Jonia, their great revenues and their armies, confifting of a mlllxon
of men. The infcriptions on thefe obelisks were probably hleroﬂyphlcal
and they muft have been fmall) it may be of the fize of the obelisk men-
tion’d in a window in the caﬁle of Cairo. The vale where thefe grottos
are, may be about one hundred yards wide, as reprefented in the thirtieth
plate. There are figns of about eighteen of them, as mark’d in the viewin
this plate; DEF I and O. are ftopped up: To the reft, if I made no miftake,
the plans correfpond in the thirty-firft and thirty-fecond plates. How-
ever, it Is to be remark’d that Diodorus fays feventeen of them only re-
main’d till the time of the Ptolemies; and I found the entrances to about
that number, moft of which he fays were deftroy’d in his time, and now
there are only nine that can be enterd into. The hills on each fide are
high fteep rocks, and the whole place is coverd with rough ftones that
feem to have rolled from them; the grottos are cut into therock in a moft
beautiful manner in long rooms or galleries under the movastains, which
are of a clofe wkite freeftone that cuts like chalk, and is as fmooth as the
fineft ftucco'work. The galleries are moftly about ten feet wide and high;
four or five of thefe galleries, one within another, from thirty to fifty feet
long, and from ten to fifteen feet high, enerally lead to a fpacious room,
in which is feen the tomb of the King, with his figure cut in relief on the
lid, asI faw iton one In the furthermoft room of another, the picture
of theKing is painted on the ftone at full length ; both the fides and ceil-
ings of the rooms are cut with hieroglyphics of birds and beafts, and
fome of them painted, being as frefh as if they were but juft fini(h’ d tho
they muft be above two thoufand years old. The fepulchre A. particu-
larly is moft beautifully adorn’d with hieroglyphics cut into the ftone and
painted. The entrance, which is a defcent, is cut thro’ the rock, being open
at top for thirteen feet; then for eight feet more to the door, the ceiling
is an inclined plain, as the defcent under it; over the door the beetle is
cut in a circle, and a man fitting on each ﬁde the galleries within have
hlerog]yphlcs cut on each fide; firft in a fort of a compartment next to
the ceiling in manner of a fneze ; lower, figures are cut out reprefent-
ing mummies ; below thefe, for {feven feet from the ground, are hierogly-
phics all down the fides, divided by lines into different columns; in the
middle of the ceiling there are figures of men for about three feet in
breadth, with ftars on each fide. Among the hieroglyphics, I obferved
many goats heads. The tomb of the ng, (the plan of which may be .
feen in the thlrty—ﬁrﬁ plate A)) is of one flone of red granite, feven
feet
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feet nine inches high, eleven feet eight inches long, and above fix feet
broad, the cover being made as reprefented to fhut into it: On it is cut
the figure of the King in mezzo-relievo, and a hieroglyphical mfcrlptlon,
as may be feen in the plate over the tomb, which probably is fome ac-
count of the Monarch. This room is adorn’d with hieroglyphics in dif-
ferent columns, with figures of men, hawks and bulls. In the laft room
are two infcriptions, made probably by fome perfons who came to fee the
place *; one of them isin the thirty-firft plate. In the feveral fepulchres,
the parts that are fhaded are niches, commonly about four feet above the
ground ; the large ones might be to depofite bodies in, and the {mal-
ler for little ftatues. The grotto C. towards the middle part, is a de-
{cent, and the feveral ftories of hieroglyphics are cut parallel with the
ground ; the ceiling of the room where the tomb was is cut archwife;
round the pedeftal of the tomb which feems to have been there, the room
is cut down three feet fix inches lower than in the other parts, in a rough
manner; the tomb is taken away, but the red granite top remains eleven
feet long, and fix feet and a half broad. In the furthermoft room is a
figure, I think in relief, with the arms acrofs on the breaft; over itisa

globe, and a man kneels on each fide of the apartment H. In the great

room there is a flatue of a man with a {ceptre in his hand, and on the celhng

is a large figure of a man pamted at top, with a particular fort of {cep-

tre alfo in his hand, and wings hanging dowr lower than the feet, and
covering the whole body, being a very extraordinary figure, and the paint-
ing exceeding freth, At the entrance on each fide are four men cut into
the ftone above the natural fize, having heads of hawks and other ani-
mals; on the infide a tortoife, and a man with a goat’s head are cut
within a circle- on each of the pilafters. At the entrance of K. a large
bull’s head is cut in relief, and by a hole mark’d k. at the further end of
it, there is a communication with L. The grotto B. is cut with a de=
{cent all the way from the entrance. - Some of them, particularly that
mark’d M. feem never to have been ﬁmfh d; and two or three have fo
much rough ftone in them, like the chlppmg of the rock, that thofe who
enter, cannot walk uprig ht in them. Having view'd thefe extraordi-
nary fepulchres of the Kings of Thebes with the utmoft pleafure, by the
help of the wax-lights we brought, and being much fatigued, we thought
to ht down and take fome refrefhments we had brought, in this retired
place; but unfortunately we had forgot to bring water: The Sheik alfo
was in hafte to go, being afraid, as I imagined, left the people fhould
have opportunity to gather together if we ftaid out long. From Gournou
to this place there is a very difficult foot way over the mountains, by
which the people might have paid us an unwelcome vifit, tho’ we were
under the protection of the Sheik, who might likewife be well pleafed to

protra& the time, that he might prolong our ftay, in order to have more -

of our money for his horfes and people, and alfo in expectation of a

greater prefent. Retummg from this place, I obferved in the plain to the -

north, many entrances into the rocks, which probably were of the nature
of the grottos I obferved on each fide of the way as I came.

2 This is the other infcription; Januarius ppVL. DIEI miravi locum filium Eliani Varina valete '

omnes. p.P

The
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The Sheik was fo civil and humane as to ftay and eat with me, which
is what they rarely do. The next day I went into two very extenfive
apartments cut in the rock, on the fouth fide of thofe hills we went to
the day before, being in between the foot of the hills, at the place mark’'d
G. in the twenty-ninth plate. To one of them A. in the thirty-fourth
plate, is a defcent of ten fteps to an area cut in the rock, which leads to
a room in which are {quare pillars cut out of the rock : Beyond that there
is a long room with pillars on each fide in like manner; all the apartments
are adorn’d with hieroglyphics ; but the ftone is fcaled in fuch a manner,
and is fo black in fome of the firft apartments, that there is great reafon
to think the place has been damaged by fire. Beyond thefe rooms, the apart-
ments extend to the right, there being feveral fteps down ; one part leads
to a gallery cut round the rock, which has fome apartments on one fide;
and in this, as well as in the apartments of the other grotto mark’d B,
are holes cut perpendicularly down to other apartments below, where I
faw doors and openings, and where probably there are as many apart-
ments as above. One would almoft imagine that thefe places were habi-
tations for the living, and poflibly might be cut under the palaces of the
Kings of Thebes, if they were not the very palaces themfelves, to retire
to when they pleafed, from their tents or other places more expofed to the
wind or heat. The other grotto B. is cut under a fmall hill, which is
between E. and C. near the appearance of a grand entrance in under the
mountains. The way to that entrance is by a valley, which feems to haye
been divided into four parts by walls or mounds, of which there are ftill
remains: That which is moft to the eaft is deep, and looks like a quarry

of black flint ftone, being much deeper than the others. I thought it might
have been a refervoir of the Nile water, and for that reafon formerly
paved with ftones, in order to make it hold the water. The other three
parts go towards fome remains of buildings, as reprefented in the thirty-
#ifth plate; the granite door A. leads to the building B. which is all ruin'd,
except a {mall partof the front. To the weft is aroom C. over which -
there is a well-turn’d arch, with a half round at the fpring of it; the door
at the north end has likewife a half round on each fide of it, and is
of granite. It appears to have been ufed as a Chriftian church, and the
hieroglyphics have been cover'd over with plaifter, which are in fmall co-
lumns, exquifitely well cut; Chrift with a glory is painted on the plaifter.
As this wasa church, it is probable the arch over this building is a Chri-
fian work. In the {mall room D. to the fouth are many bones, which
feem’d to_ have been burnt; and if there had not been linen w1th them,
1 thould not have thought they had been embalm’d, but burnt by acci-
dent. The rock at the mountain has been made perpendlcular by art; the

‘people faid there was an entrance there under the hill, and ’tis probable

it was a paffage to which there was a defcent, and that all has been fill'd
up. I took a particular view of the large temple, a little way to the
fouth eaft, for fuch it feems to have been; a plan of it is in the fame
plate. At all the {quare pillars E. are Pcatues as reprefented at K. with
the heads broke off, which feem to have had on them the long cap, that is

. often {een in the hxeroglyphlcs for there is enough remains of thofe caps on

the pillars to fhew what they were. Thefe ftatues have the lituus jn one

hand, and the flagellum or whip in the other, as commenly feen-with the

ftatue
-3
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ON EGYPT.

flatue of Ofiris. There are ruins of a pyramidal gate at G. to the fouth
of this building, and of a very large colofial ftatue; it is broke off about the
middle of the trunk, the head is fix feet broad ; from the top of the head
to the bottom of the neck, it meafures eleven feet, and fo it does from
the bottom of the neck to the navel; it is twenty-one feet broad at the
thoulders; the ear is three feet long, and one foot four inches broad ; and the
foot is four feet eight inches broad. In the {fecond court, at HH, are
remains of two ftatues of black granite; that to the weft, which is fit-
ting, meafured from the hand to the elbow five feet, thence to the fhoul-
der four feet; the head is three feet and a half long, and the ear is one
foot in length. The ftatue to the eaft is three feet five inches long
in the foot ; at a diftance from it is the head with the cap ; it is three feet
fix inches long, and behind it is the ornament of the dome leaf. Some
perfons have thought that one of thefe is the ftatue of Memnon. Many
other pillars of thlS building are deftroy’d, as reprefented in the plan ‘but

from the ruins it appears to have been a very magnificent building in this

way. From the temple I went to the ftatues which I fhall call the coloflal
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ftatues of Memnon ; they are towards Medinet-Habou, The Sheik hur- Statues of

ried me from this place faying he was near his enemy; fo I fet out early
the next morning, and {pent above half a day at thefe ftatues: They are
~of a very particular fort of porous:hard granite, fuch as I never faw be-
fore; it moft refembles the eagle ftone. The ftatue is reprefented in the

thn'ty-ﬁxth and thirty-feventh plates; they look to the fouth fouth eaft,

and are on a pedeftal or plinth endrely plain. That to the north is thxrty
feet long, and {eventeen broad, the pedeftal of the other is thirty-three
feet long, and nineteen feet wide, and they are about thirty feet apart:
That to the fouth is of one ftone. The ftatue to the north has been broken
off at the middle, above the arms, that lie on the. hams; and it has been
built up with five tier of ftones; one to the top of the clinch of the el-

bow, another almoft half way up the arm, one to the armpits, the fourth -

to the neck, and the fifth the head and neck of one ftone. The other
tiers have two ftones i in front, except that the middle tier has three, and
there are two flones in the thicknefs of the ftatue : The feet are broken
a quarter off from the toes; ‘but as I did not take a particular draught of
the parts of the flatue that are maim’d, I thought it better to give it en-
tire from the drawing and obfervations I did make. I found the height
from the bottom of the foot to the top of the knee, to be about nineteen
feet; from the bottom of the foot to the ankle, two feet fix inches; to

the'top of the inftep, four feet; the foot is five feet broad, and the leg is -

four feet deep ; the ornament behind the head feem’d to be the dome leaf,
as I have it on a ftatue of Harpocrates. At the fide of the legs, as repre-
fented, are two reliefs, and one between the legs, of the natural height,
but much defaced : Between the former and the great ftatue, are hierogly-
phics. The pedeftal of the imperfet ftatue is crack’d acrofs, at the di-
ftance of about ten feet from the back part ; there are alfo fome flaws and
cracks in the other ftatue, but it is of one ftone, which I dare pohtwely
afhrm, and in which I could not be miftaken, having been twice at
the ftatues. 1 {pent half a day there, and took down in my notes an ac-

count of every ftone, of which the upper part of the other is built. On the
Vor. L Dd pedeftal

Memnon,
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pedeftal of the imperfe ftatue is a Greek epigram, which may be feen
in the fifty-fifth plate ; and on the infleps and legs, for about eight feet
high, are feveral infcriptions in Greek and Latin, Tome being epigrams in
honour of Memnon, others, the greater part, teftimonies of thofe who
heard his found, and fome alfo in unknown characters; ail the infcriptions
are ill cut, and in bad language, both on account of the hardnefs of the
ftone and the ignorance of the people, who probably made money by
cutting thefe infcriptions for thofe that came to hear the found. I copied
them with all the exa&nefs I poflibly could, tho’ many of them were very
difficult to be underftood, and they are engraved in the thirty-eighth and
thirty-ninth plates ; for I was not entirely undifturbed whilft I was doing
it; but after I had been at this work fome time, the Arabscame about me,
and faid, they would not permit me to copy every thing in that manner,
and fome of them attempted to pull me away; but I continued on copying
them out, till I had finifhed themall. The common people have the weak-
nefs to imagine that infcriptions difcover treafures.

Going on from thefe to the north north weft, at a hundred paces diftance
in a line from the broken ftatue, are the very imperfe& ruins of another
ftatue lying on the ground, and one hundred paces farther, fuch another,
two hundred paces from that, is another ftatue, of which there are greater
remains, being broken and fallen down, the back part with hieroglyphics
on it lies uppermoft, and is thirty feet fix inches long; it is of a mixture
of white and brown marble. Further on a little to the right, among the
trees, is a ftatue almoft intire, being a yellow granite, in very {mall
grains, with fome little flints in it; the flatue is twelve feet long, from
the head to the fork, and the fhoulders were four feet broad above the
ground, a fmall part bemg funk into the earth. Going on to the hills, I -
obferved an area cut out of the rock, and many ftones lying about it, with
hieroglyphics on them ; this feems to have been a part of the grand tem-
ple to which thefe Ratues lead, as a fort of avenue; and I fuppofe there
were other flatues, in a line from the great ones. About half a mile
from this area, are the remains of Medinet-Habou, to which probably the

- buildings of this temple extended; and all this together, I take to be the
Memnoni- antient Memnonium ; the ruins of the other temple on this fide, being a
— mile to the eaft, and feem to have no relation to thefe: The name alfo

~ of Medinet-Habou is 2 confirmation that this was the Memnonium, for .
in the itinerary it is called Papa, a word almoft univerfally ufed for fa-
ther, fo that Medinet-Habou feems to fignify the City of the Father, and,
as I obferved elfewhere, Abydus may have the fame derivation, where
there was a famous temple or palace of Memnon,

I have already remarked, that in the temple to the eaft there are re-
mains of two ftatues of black granite, one has been thought, by fome,
to be the famous ftatue of Memnon, which at the firft or fecond hour,
they pretend, uttered a found, occafioned, as fome would have it, by
the rays of the fun ftriking on it; others are of opinion, that it was the
ftatue I have already defcribed, with the infcriptions on it; in order to
judge of which, it may be proper to confider what the antient authors
fay on this fubjed, and the arguments on each fide.

Strabo
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ON EGYPT.

Strabo * {peaking of Thebes, fays, that there were in his time feveral
villages on the fite of it, part of them on that fide which was in Arabia,
where the city then was, part on the other fide, where the Memnonium
was. Here were two coloffal ftatues of one ftone, near one another, one
being entire; the upper part of the other was fallen down, from the feat,
as it was faid, occafioned by an earthquake. It was thought, that
once a day a found was heard, as of a great blow, from that part which
remained on the feat and bafe. When he was there, with Zlius Gallus
and others, he heard the found; and whether it came from the bafe, or
the flatue, or the people about it, he could not fay ; the caufe not ap-
pearing, he would rather believe any thing, than that a found fhould be
occafioned by any particular manner in which the ftone is compofed. -

Paufanias < fays, that Cambyfes broke it, and that then the upper part,
from the middle, was feen lying negle@ed on the ground ; the other part,
every day at fun rifing, uttered a found like the breaking of a firing of
a harp when it was wound up *.  Philoftratus gives this account: He fays,

the place where the temple was built, was much like an antient forum,

of which fort of forum there are remains in the moft antient cities, with
fragments of their columns, and the foundations of their walls: More-
over, they fay, that ftatues of Mercury are {een there, partly deftroyed by
time, and partly by force. But the ftatue of Memnon, reprefenting a
youth is turned towards the fun; it is of black flone, buth the feet of
it are {et even together, according to the manner of making flatues * to
the time of D=dalus; the hands reft on the thighs, as if in a pofture to
get up ; the manner and look of the eyes and mouth appear like a perfon
1] eakmg, but this they lefs wondered at, as they were not yet acquainted
W‘lth the virtue of thls flatuc. But when the rays of the fun came on the
ftatue, which was about fun rifing, they related what was very wonderful,
they fay the flatue fpoke as foon as ever the rays of the fun came to
its mouth. And Pliny, fpeaking of Bafaltes, (which, he fays, was of the
colour and hardnefs of iron) reckons among ftatues of this ftone, that
which was thought to be the ftatue of Memnon at Thebes, in the temple
of Serapis, which, they fay, made a noife every day about {un rifing, when
the rays of the fun cameon it . Tzetzes calls it the column that uttered
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* So é7r) here feems to mean, and, notas fome
have interpreted it, after the time of Dzdalus,
who may be prefumed to have brought in the
manner of fetting one foot before another in fta-
tuary.

¢ Invenit eadem Zgyptus in Athiopia, quem
vocant bafaltem, ferrei coloris atque duritiz. ... .

Non abfimilis illi narratur in Thebis delubro
Serapls, ut putant, Memnonis ftatua dicatus;
quem quotidiano folis ortu conta&um radiis cre-
pare dicunt. Plin. Nat. Hift. 1. xxiv. c. 7.

a
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a found when it was day, and fays it was of a mixed red or {fpotted ftone.
For fome account of the hiftory of Memnon, and of the arguments that
are ufed on both fides, in relation to this ftatue, fee below . We went

f Memnon was, by the account of all authors,
the fon of Tithonus and Aurora, which is men-
tion’d in the cighteenth infcription on the right
legof the ftatue of Memnon, as may be feen in the
thirty-fixth plate, in thefe words, Iais 'Héc e %,
Tebwrao. Tithonus was fon of Laomedon King of
Troy, and brother of Priamus ; fo that he was pro-
bably born about the year two thoufand fix hundred
and eighty of the world. As he went into Afia,
towards the eaft, and carried his arms as far as
Ethiopia, this, according to Diodorus, gave rife
to the fable of his marriage with Aurora, and
that he had Memnon by her; and it is probable
he might really marry fome eaftern princefs, by
whom he might have Memnon born, when he
was in Ethiopia. Antient authors indeed differ
about the place of Memnon’s birth ; Paufanias
fays that he did not come from Ethiopia, but
from Sufa in Perfia. Suidas relates that he com-
manded the Ethiopians, but was born near Sufa,
on the river Choafpes; and yet Paufanias fays
that the Thebans pretended he was an Egyptian 3
but that others affirmed he was born in Ethiopia,

and extended his cuuquefic ac far as Snfa. Where-

ever he was born, he was certainly at Sufa ; and
Dionyfius in his Periegefis, calls it the City of
Memncn (Msuvdvesordsv 3) but it is moft probable
that he was born in Ethiopia, becaufe Philoftra-
tus fpeaks of him, as having a black complexion ;
and Virgil has the expreffion of ¢ nigri Memnonis
¢¢arma.” Philoftratus fays that he reigned in Ethi-
opia for five generations 3 but how many years that
was, may be difficult to determine. It is proba-
ble likewife, that he reign’d in Egypt, as fuch
great honours were paid to him, particularly at
Thebes; and his palace is mentioned at Abydus,
He went to the fiege of Troy, to affift Priamus,
his uncle, where he was kill’d by Achilles, as
mentioned by feveral authors, and is confirmed
by thefe words of the epigram, cut on the bafe
of the ftatue of Memnon; though it may be
difficult to make out the entire fenfe of them, as
it may be feen in the thirty-fifth plate:

Tov &8 paxis axdpesar "AyAréa.

Which words muft refer to his being killed by
Achilles, and plainly thew the falthood of what
is affirmed by an author quoted by Philoftratus,
that Memnon was not at Troy, but reigned in
Ethiopia. And yet Philoftratus in another place
mentions, that he was kiiled in the Trojan war by
Achilles. Diétys Cretenfis fays, that Himera,
the fifter of Memnon, carried his afhes to his
country Palliochen, in Pheenicia. Simonides,
quoted by Strabo, affirms, that he was buried a-
bout Paltus in Syria, on the river Bada, Paltus
being between Tripoli and Laodicea. Jofephus
likewife fpeaks of the monument of Mem-
non, at the lake Cendovia, near the river Be-
lus; and it is certain, that the river Belus does
rife out of a {mall lake: Poffibly, the remains
of Memnon might be brought fomewhere to
thefe parts; and as to the different places that are
mentioned, that might be occafioned by hono-
rary monuments erected to him,

n

Some are of opinion that this is not the ftatue
of Memnon; but that it was a fmall ftatue in
the temple, a mile to the north, and look on it
as a proof that that ftatue 1s of black marble;
that 1t is in a building they think anfwers to the
account of Philoftratus; that this temple was like
the antient forum, and they fuppofe the ftatues
mentioned in it, to be the Mercurial ftatues
he fpeaks of ; that they would have a greater re-
fpet for the ftatue of Memnon, than to cut in-
fcriptions on it; and moreover, that Juvenal in
his time mentions it as a ftatue, half of which
was broke off, and that it is not probable that
it thould have been built up after his time; and
that the teftimony of Tzetzes, not a very an-
tient writer, is of no great weight, who fays it is
of 2 mixed red colour ; and it weakens his authori-
ty, as hecalls it a pillar, inftead of a ftatue.

Thofe who are of opinion that the ftatue
with the infcriptions on ir, and an epigram in the |
front of the pedeftal, was the ftatue of Memnon,
fay, that they cannot be inform’d of any ftatue
of Bafaltes in this place, as Pliny affirms it to
be, who was often mifinform’d as to the facts he
relates 3 that the outfide of thefe ftarues is blackifh,
as may be feen by pieces that have been brought
away ; that where it is broke, itis of a fpotted
mixed red colour, as Tzetzes mentions, which
may reconcile the different accounts of authors,
fome mentioning it as a black marble ftatue, and
one of a red ftone; that the temple where the
others ftood, feems to have been covered, being
divided into feveral apartments, and probably
this very part was covered, there being a row of
pillars behind thefe ftatues, and the fquare pil-
lars have been reprefented in a drawing, as co-
vered ; fo that r1:hefe two ftatues feem to have
been under cover ; that though the walls do not
remain on each fide, yet probably there were
walls, as the building is divided into different a-
partments, fo that if the ftatue ftood towards the
entrance of the temple, it faced to the fouth, and
not to the rifing fun ; that the other great ftatues
ftand facing to the fouth fouth eaft, as was found
by a compafs ; that if the two great coloffal fta-
tues made a part of the avenue to the temple,
and were within the diftri& of it 5 they think that
it may account for its being faid that they were
in the temple, as fome very antient temples con-
fifted only of an open enclofure, thefe ftatues
feeming to anfwer the fphinxes mentioned by
Strabo, in the dromos of the temple; all thefe
parts being called (= iegcv) the temple, as may be
feen in Strabo’s Defcription of the Lgyptian tem-
ples. They add, moreover, that the temple
thefe ftatues belong’d to, might be buile like the
antient forum, and that there is no determinate
figure or circumftance mentioned in the forum,
to prove that this temple was in that form; all
that is mentioned of them 1s, that there were
feen fragments of pillars, and fome traces of the
walls of them. As to the Mercurial ftatues that
were in the temple, if we fuppoft: that they were
the ftatues of Mercury, it is abierved that it is
not well known what the emblems of the ftatues

of



XXXVLp.s04

ﬁé@ S UTUAIO.

Y
LSCOU.

MEMVNON,at THEBES .
A,

The SzarvE, of



e T
NN
DOTL wn

=y

~a

ST A
Sy R
NS

.“ﬁ_ it

¥

et

R
W
:,u_;”.

.

ME MN O

-
w

S tons,

-



ON EGYPT.
in between the hills to the north eaft, and came to the temple L. in.thé
thirty-fifth plate, which had been a convent: There are no hieroglyphics
on the outfide ; the cornices over the doors are fluted, and adorned with
the winged globe the capitals of the pillars are much of the fame fort as
thofe of Affcuan, in the plate of capitals, After I had viewed all thefe

things, I returned to the river.
T h

people had come rudely to the boat when I was abfent, and had

faid that they would fee whether this ftranger would dare come out an-
other day, having taken great umbrage at my copymg the infcriptions;

and they had dropt fome expreﬁions as 1f they Would aﬁfault the boat by

of the Egyptian Mercury ‘were.  Anubis feems
to be thelr Mercury 5 and poﬁ"bly thofe figures:
that are reprefented with fomethifig in each of
their hands that hangs down, and one foot before
another, as in"a pofture to ghde fwiftly. aléng,

and execute the commands of the Deity, may be

the emblems of the meflenger of - Jove; but

thefe ftatues have in their hands the lituus and

whip, the common ‘emblems of Ofiris, and it- may -

be of Ifis alfo. ~ But if by Mercurial ftatues are
fmeant ftarues of a certain form, fuch as were
eommoenly placed: to direét the roads and to thew:

the bounds, which originally might be flatues .

of Mercury in a certain fhape, fuch as we call
Terms, and feem to have their rife from the fta-
tues reprefented as bound round like mumimies;
thefe are very common in Egypt, and probably
few temples were without them 3 and fuch Ttatues

there might be in the témple, to which thefe two

10l o I~

great ﬂ:zrtues jed Actna the curtieg

‘:Mrg]_[\n
the ftatue, it isfaid, that it is ptobable they thought

they could not do a greater honour to the I’catue,
than to cut on it the. teftimonies of fo many perfons-
that heard the found, fo many epigrams in honour
of the ftatue, and one particularly in the front of -
the pedeital, all which would make any one con-
clude, that this ftatue was fomething more than
ordinary. Nor is it probable that they fhould cut
thefe teftimonies on a ftatue near a mile from
that which uttered the found ; it is more rational

to think they would have cut them on the walls -
or pillars near that ftatue, if not on the ftatue’

1tfelf: And whoever this great ftatue reprefented,
it is probable it was a perfon or Delty as much
to be regarded as Memnon, to whom fuch'a vaft
figure of one-ftone was ereéted, the largeft; it
may be, in Egypt, to whom it Would bea much
greater dithonour to cut thefe infcriptions on his
ftatue that were in_honour of another, who wasa
" King of Egypt, though we fuppefe he was deified.
As to what Juvenal mentiofs,

Dimidio macxcae réfonant ubi Memnone chordz.
. : Satyr. xv.

no more ¢an be irnplied ‘than that the found
came from the half of the ftatue that remained.

Though the teftimony of apoet is of no great
weight, yet it muft be obferved, that it was the
half that remained of the ftatue that uttered the
found s that whenever it was repaired, the ftones
iaid on it were not to be confidered as a part of
the miraculous flatue, as they pretended it to be;
but only what was left of the antient ftatue that
made a noife about fun rife ; not but that the
ftatue might be as well repaired after Juvenal’s

Vou. L

time as before it; and if it was repaired before

his time, Juvenal might be ignorant of it when

he writ that Satyr: And in cafe it was then re-
paired, and that he knew it, yet it might ftll be

- -{aid, -that the half of the ﬁatue uttered the found.

It may alfo have fome weight, that there is a tra-
dition among the people, that this is the ftatue
that made “the noifé, . They have alfo the cir:

'cumﬁance of the time, and if they are afked if

it founds now, they anfwer it doess but are fo’
abfurd as to: fay, they koow nobody that ever
heard it.

Thefe ftatues bemg alfo towards Medine t-Habou,
doubtlefs the dntient Papa, as has been obferved
may be of fome Welght

-Sicard alfo mentions thefe two ftatues, as thofe
of .which Strabo has faid fo much ; and yet, as if

- he had not well confidered that author, {peaks of

a third flarme ae the ffame of Memnon, that

~made a noife at fun rifing.

¢ Trois flatues coloffales; les deux premieres;
‘. dont a‘tant parlé Strabon, font remplie d’une
< vingtaine d’infcriptions, foit Grecques foit La-
¢ tines; la troifime eft la ftatue du Roy Memnon,
¢ “que, Telon la tradition des antiens Egyptiens,
¢ rendoitun {onau lever du foleil.” Voi. vi1. ch.7.

They mention alfo one argument more, which
they think has not a little weight, and this is
founded on the obfervation of Paufanias; that
the Thebans denied this was the ftatue of Mem-
non, though the opinion of every body elfe,
(as appears by thefe infcriptions, and feveral hi-
fterians) feems to have been, that it was his flatues
but the Thebans faid it was the ftatue of Phame-
nophes, - an  inhabitant of that country: And
what is remarkable; Vanfleb gives an account
which he had from father Portais 5 that at Habou
are two ftatues to be feen a great way off, one
being of a man, the latter of a woman, the former
is called Sciama, the other Fama; fo that the re-
mains of the antient name feem to be plamly
tetained.

Paufanias’s words are thefe, "Aaad- ;% ov Mcp.yam
01 Oylaio: Acysﬂ, DapbvaGa 3 avas F Eyxgweiar
Paufanias; 1. 1. c. 42.

And Vanileb exprefles himfelf in the following
manner : ¢ A une lieue dega il y a une ancienne
< ville appeliée Habu, ofi on voit auffi plufieurs
¢ belles curiofitées, & entre autres des ‘momies.
¢ On y decouvre de fort loin deux ftatues, I'une
¢ d’un homme, & Paufre d’une’femme; les gens
¢ du pais appelient cellesla Sciama & celle-ci
¢ Fama: eles paroiffent étre pour le moins aufli
¢ grandes que I’ Abulhon ou le fphinx, qui eft
¢ vis-a-vis du Cayre.”  Vanileb, p. g410.

Ee night,
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nicht, it I flaid, which, without doubt they faid; that they might make
me go away, for they feemed defirous that I fhould leave the place; as
ftrongly pofiefled with a notion of a power that Furopeans have of find-
ing treafures, and conveying them away by magic art; they might alfo
be envicus of the Sheik, imagining that I made him great prefents. I
talked, notwithftanding, of going abroad the next day, being defirous, if
poflible, to {ce the temple of Medinet-Habou, which the Sheik’s fon
{ecm’d to promifc me; but I found thefe two governors cf the neighbour-
ing villages were not friends, and when the Sheik came to the boat, we
inform’d him of what had pafled; he faid I had feen every thing very well,
and wrotc a letter to the Sheik of Furfhout; and then he advifed me to
depart, and to go on as faft as we could all night. This place I faw in
my return.

When I had feen Carnack, Iwent up the river, a fmall league to Luxe-
rcin, or Lacfor on the feventeenth of January, being very carly in the
morning. I carried a letter and a prefent to the Sheik; and the Sheik’s
fon of Carnack came to me here, and very civiily provided a dinner,
and ftaid with me all day. I view'd the remains of the large and mag-
nificent temple there, which without doubt was a part of the antient
Thebes on the eaft fide of the river. That grand building anfwers very
well to the particular defcription Diodorus gives of the fepulchre of Ofy-
manduas, which, he fays, was a mile and a quarter in circumference; a
plan of 'it may be feen in the fortieth plate, |

P‘:fﬂ he faye thero wae a gateway * two hundred feet long, exadl; an-
{fwering to the meafure of the pyramidal gate @. 1t was fixty-two feet and

a half high. From the upper part of two ftatues B. above this ground, re-
prefented in the forty-firft plate, without this gateway, it appears that
the ground is very much rifen ; the gateway is now about fifty-four feet above
the ground ; and I fhould imagine that the gate was higher than Diodorus
mentions, as the ground feems to have rifen more than eight feet and a
half; but thefe {tatues being thirteen fect and a half above ground, if we
fuppofe they were fitting, they muft be near twenty feet at leaft under
ground; unlefs they were half ftatues, fuch as are mentioned in the tem-
ple of Carnack. They are of grey granite marble that has large fpots of
white in it; the thoulders are about three feet and a half above ground;
the neck and head, to the cap, meafure five feet, and the cap as much
more. Thefe are probably the ftatues mentioned by Diodorus, but he feems
to {peak of them as in another part of the temple, and defcribes them as
twenty-feven cubits high, each of them made of one ftone. The ftatue
to the weft differs little from the other, except that on the forehead there
is an ornament of a ferpent; the pilafter behind them, cut out of the
fame piece, in one is {quare like an obelisk, and comes half way up
the cap behind ; the pilafter of the other not being fo thick; theé or-

- nament on the head feems to be the half of two dome leaves; the head

itfelf may be fuppofed to have been defigned to be as high as the part of
the cap that fets out, being three feet deep, and the remainder of the
cap three feet more, fo that the head being near feven feet long, the
whole ftatue, if ftanding, would be about fifty feet high, and fitting, about
thirty-four feet high, computing feven heads to the whole body; fo that

© 10 Mvasy. Diodorus i, p. 44. dvras xalnpéves da povaribys, inla 7 énecs @@
* Kave &b 7oy rehevrdior Toixev Smdpyay dvdes- Diodorus 1 P. 45. £
1
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ON EGYPT.

if they were fitting, the ground muft have rifen above feventeen feet. To
the north of thefe, at AA. are two cbelisks, that probably are the fineft
in the world; Lhey are now above the ground fixty feet high, and might
be feventy or eighty according as the grozmd has rifen. They are feven feet
and a half fqua*e and at bottom might be eight feet: The hleroglyphlcs
are cut in with a flat bottom, an mch and a half deep; and the granite
has perfedtly retain’d its pohfh which is the fineft I ever faw. The
hieroglyphics are in three columns down every fide ; at top, on each fide,
a perfon fitson a throne, and one offers fomethmg on his knees : Thele
ﬁgures are likewife below. Lower are three hawks, then three bulls, and
at about the diftance of every four is an owl. I alfo obferved among the
hieroglyphics, ferpents, infeds, dogs, hares, monkies, birds, and heads of
camels; they are exceedingly Well preferved, except that about half of the
pyramid of the weftern obelisk is broke off, and the fouth weft corner of
the eaftern one is a little batter'd for about fix feet high.

In the front of the pyramidal gate there are windows over the falfe
doors a a. which are about ten feet from the top of the building ; in the
front of it, among other figures, is one reprefented fitting on a throne,
holding out one hand, which has a fiaff or {ceptre in it; the figures are in
poftures of adoration. Cn the.other fide, one who has on the fame fort
of cap as the other, is reprefented on a <ar as gallopping and fhooting,
with a bow, and many chariots after him. This may relate to the wars
of this King againft the Baérians®, which our author deferibes as_cut én
the walls in anothe;: part of the bullding ; as the other may be the homage
the captives paid to him, mention’d alfo as carved on the walls . Next ke
gives an account of a court™ four hundred feet {quare. This may be the
colonnade D. tho’ the meéfures do not anfwer. Poflibly it might have
been near four hundred feet wide, extending a hundred feet further to the
water, and as much on the other fide. Inftead of pillars, he fays it was
adorn’d with beafts cut out of one ftone four and twenty feet high, exe-
cuted after the antient manner, and it was cover'd with ftones twelve feet
long, the ceiling being adorn’d with {culptures of ftars, and painted with
azure. In that manner a portico might be built on each fide, with the
colonnade as reprefented in the middle. This court is almoft all inha-

_bited, and £ill'd up with little cottages within the lines mark’d in the
plan, fo that I could not go into it; but from the pillars I faw, I con-
cluded the colonnade was contlnued as it is reprefented ; at d. I faw the
top of the cap of a ftatue of red granite, juft above the ground, which
might be the remains of one of the {maller ftatues, and there feem to
‘have been coloffal ftatues at the pedeftals ee. The pillars of the court

’107

are as Numb. 3. in the firft plate of columns. Beyond this colonnade he |

fays there was another entrance and gateway much the fame as the other;
except that the {culpture was ftill finer. This feems to have been the p

ramidal gate E. as I took it to be, which is much deftroy’'d. At the en-
trance he mentions three ftatues, each of one ftone, the work of Memnon
Sicnites, who doubtlefs was a very famous fculptor ; one of them was fit-
ting, and the largeft in Egypt, the foot of it being ten feet and a half
long. He makes mention of many other particulars of the ftatues, and

k By & y}w@ac wro&gxc—:v arocrram;, SuAdeas 'rov 1By 8% 745 Jevripw rolyw 8¢ alyparsrss 973 13
WOAGpOY TOV YEVUEVOY AT Weos TS5 v Tois Baw'gius  Paciries dyopivss. Diodorus ibid.
émesavlas, Diodorus ibid, 2 This he calls 70 weassvacy, 4 colonnade.
efpecially

2
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efpecially the very remarkable infcription that was on this vaft colofius™,
« I am the King of Kings, Ofymanduas: If any would know how great
¢ I am, and where I lig, let him exceed the works that I have done.”
This ftatue, without doubt, has been broken wo pieces and carried away,
as there are not the leaft figns of it. Beyond this gateway was another
court ° much finer than the laft, containing the hiftory of the King, cut
all round the walls, and there was a very large and beautiful altar in the
middle of it, in the open air. This feems to comprehend the courts F. and
G. unlefs the former might be look’d on only as the entrance to it, which
is not improbable. The fuppofed gateway H. is only from conjeQure,
there being nothing but a rude heap of ftones ; and the area G. feems to
be a very proper place for the magnificent altar that is defcribed. And
poflibly thofe ruins I fuppofe in the plan to be remains of a pyramidal
gateway, might be the buildings of this altar, which might be of fucha
defign as that of the temple of Jerufalem, built of large ftones. The pil-
lars in this court are forty feet high, and are of the order Numb. 6. in
the plate of capitals. The work of the capitals is not in relief, but only
cut out in lines. He next mentions a place like thofe rooms, that were
built on purpofe for mufick, which may be the apartment I tho’ his
meafures do not agree. The pillars are fuch as Numb. 6. in the firft
plate of columns, and {o are moft of the others in the rooms beyond. He
after {peaks of feveral apartments to walk in, and gives a particular ac-

count of the heantiful fculpture they were adorn’d with, which might be
fome porticos and rooms on each fide, that are now deftroy’d.

He then gives an account of the facred library, with that remarkable ia-
{cription on it: ‘“The repofitory of the remedies for the foul ®.” This might
confift of the two rooms K. In thofe rooms are the figures in the forty-
fecond plate, except the loweft ; one is a Deity carried in a fort of boat by
eighteen men, preceded and follow’d by a perfon with a particular enfign

- in his hand; the upper one has no perfon appearing on it, buta fort of

cover in the middle of it, and is carried only by twelve men, there being
no one before it%, I obferved one figure on the walls had a tortoife on the
head for a cap, in another part a man leading four bulls with a firing,
which were cut as on four flcors mark’d with a line one over anocther,
and in {everal parts inftruments of facrifice. Iremarked alfo in a compart-,
ment, a figure fitting, and one kneeling before it, on whofe cafque the
fitting figure puts his left hand, having the crofs, with a handle to it, in
hisright.  Another with a hawk’s head holds his left hand over the head
of the perfon that kneels, having the fame fort of crofs in his right hand.
Behind him is a fhort figure, which feem’d to have wings on the fide of
his head. Below them are three perfons kneeling, with kawks heads. It
is difficult to fay whether or no this might be the King offering gold and
filver to the Deity, that he received yearly out of the mines of Egypt,
which Diodorus fays was cut on fome part of the walls of the temple
I obferved a door here with a ftrait top within ; but without it was cut in

® Bacinevs Basirbay Osvpavdvas eul® & 8 7 1 Not having taken a drawing of the men, the
ddivan Pirdaw anAin@r eipl, % wE xépas, vixdte 1 exalt manner in which they are reprefented is not
viy ipdy {gywv. Diodorusi. p. 44 to be anfwer’d for.
° ‘O weesmdl@e. Diodorus 1. p. 45. * Diodorus ibid,
P Yuyis Targdov. Diodorus ibid,
an
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ON EGYPT.

an arch, fomething like the fhell of a niche, which mxght firft give the
thought for the arch in Egypt. With the hbrary Le mentions about twenty
apartments, ‘in which are the reprefentanons of Jupiter, Juno and the
King, with feveral rooms about them, in which were cutin the ‘moft cu-

rious manner, all the facred animals of Egypt. Thefe feem to be thofe

feveral apartments on each fide, and many more that have been deftroy’ d,
which probably made the building all the way of the fame breadth. At
laft he comes to the fepulchre itfelf, which I take to have been at L. He
{peaks of afcending to it, and over the grand -apartment there is another
low rocm, where the body of Ofymanduas might be depofited; in which,
it {feems, tHere was a plate of gold that probably often went round thé
room, fo as to be threée hundred fixty-five cubits in length, and a cubit
thick, or rather broad; on each of which cubits was cut the rifing and
fetting of all the ftars for every day in the year, and the effeéts the Egyp-
tian aftrologers attributed to them, according to their different difpofitions.
This great treafure they fay Cambyfes and the Perfians carried away. The
entablature round this room is very rich, as reprefented in the forty-third
plate. Our author alfo obferves that near the library were figures of all
the Gods of Egypt, with the King making a proper prefent to every one of
them ; and thefe I take to be the ﬁgures reprefented in the front of the
buﬂdmg of the fuppofed fepulchre in the forty-third plate, where it is
probable the middle ﬁgure fitting is Ofiris, with five Gods on each fide .
The ftone below, which is reprefented with a dark fhade, is a very parti-
cular red ftone, which I faw went through-to-the upper room; and pofiibly
on it might be cuta relief of the ng offering ‘his gifts to the {everal
Deities. This was certainly a very proper reprefentation at the fepulchre
of this great King, to fet forth, as our author obferves, to Ofiris and the
Gods that were with him, that he had finifh’d "a life fpent in aéts of piety
towards the Gods, and of juftice to mankind *. . Another thmg is very re~
markable in the front, that a building is ‘mark’d out on it, that fhews
fomething of a very ﬁne tafte, and that'the Ecyptlans had a notion of a
beautiful difpofition of lights, and of archite¢ture in general, where it was
proper to make ufe of {fuch buildings, which. we may fuppofe was not
convenient for temples, that are cenerally built without windows,; and with
maflive walls, that have no other variety in them, than tha‘t of hxerogl)-
phics.

Here I finifh’d my obfervations on the antient c1ty of Thebes celebrated
by the firft of poets and hiftorians that are now extant ; that venerable
city, the date of whofe ruin is older than the foundatlon of moft other
cities ; and yet {fuch vaft and furprizing remains are ftill to be feen of fuch
~magnificence and folidity, as may convince any one that beholds them;
that without fome extraordinary accidents, they muft have lafted for ever,
which feems to have been the intention of the founders of them.

" As the city of Thebes was fo antient, {ciences flourifh’d in it very early,

particularly aﬁronomy and Phliofophy ; in which the le@ﬁs * efpecially

s Thefe words of Diodorus feem to be a very t See s.

juft defcription of thefe figures, as here repre- ¥ Abyovras 8.2 dsgovipor & Eirdoedor warisa 6
fented 5 in which the Gods are made as fitting be- #7458 fegés.  Strabo xvii. p- 8 16.
low Ofiris, as a {ort of affeffors to him. O; 8t OyLaici (paru =aw-rx; ag/aao d1s¢ Gvau wav-

haex,reg N Gd/VUUzVS 'zzrac; TE .ov quv, "I Tg., TWY ougfw'rwv, :.', mze czw 0i¢ w‘eu?m; @ r:o({;mw TE
2oATW zza,gé‘gxg, Sri wov Plov egem\sm Loy % dinaua-  Lercdan 7 Ty in dupslic a;go)\o",my Diodorus 1.
megydv weis 1e wsames B Ocds. Diodorus ibid.  p.46.
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were very well verfed, and firft fet themfelves to regulate the time, and
meafured it by {olar months and years.

I muft not omit to obferve that fome are of opinion that Sheba is
Thebes; and fuppofe the Greeks, having no way of writing the former
name, alter’d it to Thebai,

CHAP. IV.

From THEBEs to ERMENT, EsNng, ETFou, OMBoOs,
and AssouaN the old Sye~NE near the Cataralls.

Erment, the LEFT Luxerein in the evening, and we came to Erment on the
oldHermon- §  weft, which is the antient city Hermonthis, in which ApoHo and Ju-

piter were Worﬂlipped ¥ ; it was the capital of a province of that name,
I faw the ruins of it when I return’d. We went to the Sheik’s houfe,
who conduéted us to the old city, the ground of which is very much
raifed, in the midft of a large plain; it feem’d to have been between three
and four miles round. There are remains of the {fmall temple A. in the
forty-fourth plate, which feems to be of great antiquity ; it might be the
temple in which Apollo was worthipped, becaufe of the great number of
hawks that are cutin it; the frieze is adorn’d with them in a very parti-
cular manner, as in the drawings of the entablatures. The ante-temple
B. is very much deftroy’d; the enclofure C. round it, and the temple
itfelf, are very particular, but little remains except the foundations, The
inner temple D. is intire ; there are fairs up to the top, through the wall, on
one fide of the building, “which isabout twenty-five feet high *; it is adorn’d
with hieroglyphics within and without. On the outfide are four ftories of
hieroglyphics of men, but only three appear within. In the ceiling of
the firft room there are five hawks with {pread wings; in the fecond rcom
feven, and two rams face to face; the reft of the ceiling is adorn’d with
ftars, and on each fide are fome {mall hieroglyphics with human bodies,
and the heads of a great variety of beafls; . and on each fide of a large
hawk are two perfons holding out both their hands to the bird. It is faid
that a facred bull was worfhipped here; and one would imagine that this
- was the place where he was kept, for at one end of the inner room two
bulls are cut in the ftone, and a great number of women with children in
their laps held to their breafts. A little nearer the river, on one fide of
the temple is a deep bafin, as of a pond: At fome diftance from that
are the ruins of a building that was ereced on the beautiful plan E. I
fhould think the defign too fine for a Chriftian church, built on the firft
eftablithment of Chrlfhamty in the fourth century, and fhould rather ima-
gine that it might have had {fome alterations made in it at that time; for it
appears to have been a church, from crofies cut on fome of the {tones, and
Coptic paintings and infcriptions in many parts of it that are plaifter’d;
but there are very little remains, except at the wefl end, where the rooms

W Mera 2 @r@a; Eeu.g i wlag, B 7 Gyre TAIr- x The ftairs and door to the third room are on
Awv TipdTas Ay ¢ Zeve mgigeran de A dvadbn ¥, the right hand, which by miflake are engraved
Strabo xvit. p. 816. on the left,

had
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had galleries over them, which might be for the women. I obferved fome
of the niches, which appeard to have been hewn into a rough fhell at
top, as if they had been built at firft with a ftrait top; the pillars {eem to
have been of one flone of red granite, after the Greek archite@ure of the
Corinthian order ; it is probable the femicircles and rocms at each end
were made by the Chriftians. This might be the temple to Jupiter, and
rebuilt in the Greek tafte under the government of the Ptolemies.
On the eighteenth we went on with very little wind, and fhot at a
crocodile, as he was on his legs going into the water from a fandy ifle,
and had reafon to think the ball ftruck him; for, contrary to their ufual
cuftom of walking in flowly, he open’d his mouth after the thot, and
jump'd five or fix feet into the water. We pafled by two little hills on
the weft, call'd Jebelin (The hills;) on one there is a Sheik’s tomb, and
there feefn d to me to be fome ruins on the other. This I thougl*t might
be Aphroditopolis, that is the city of Venus, rather than the city of Cro- Aphrodiros
codiles that Strabo firft {peaks of, for a reafon 1 fhall hereafter mention, PO
On the nineteenth we came to Efne on the weft, a confiderable town for pge.
thefe parts; we went athoar and ftaid about an hour, and the men want-
ing a large ftone for ballaft, the people knowing we were Europeans,
would not let them take it into the boat, faymg, that the Franks, if they
took away that frone,. would by their magic art, draw away their hidden
treafures. The Arab intereft here is under the Shelk of Furfhout; under
him there are two Serifs or relations of Mahomet, that have the chief ine-
fluence in the town; but there is a Cadiy and aHo a Cafhif, who as I ap-
prehend, is fent under the'Bey of Girge. There are about a hundred
Chnihans in the town, and two pneﬁs who have a large church.
 Ifaw this place, and the antiquities about it, in my return. I had let-
ters to the Cafhif, who was abfent, but I had feen him above, {o his
people were ready to go with me. I carried letters I had to one of the
Serifs, and likewife a prefent, and he went with me to fee the temple on
the north fide of the town. I carried aifo letters and a prefent to ano-
ther Greenhead, who feem’d to be a very worthy man. I had not been
long in my boat before he fent me a prefent of bread, a kid, and fome
other things 1 wanted, and fent to me to draw my boat near to his bark,
where he faid 1 fhou‘d be more fecure by night. The next day he went
with me and the Cafhif’s people about three miles to the north north weft, -
to an antient temple A. in the forty-fifth plate. As I faw the figure of a
woman ﬁtt--ég cut in feveral parts of the wall, I conjeGtured that this
might be the temple of Pallas at Latopolis, where both that Deity and the pop0ls.
fith Latus were WorﬁuPped The parrow paflage on each fide feems to
have been for the fame defign as in {fome other temples, fome way or other
to impofe on the neo;)k: and the little cell B. might be to keep fome {a-
“cred animal inj it is about three feet above the ﬁoor of the rooms, and
near eight feet high The capltals of the pxl]ars in this tem ple are fome—
thing like the Corinthian, but with a very flat relief, fome of them be-
ing but little h:ghsr than if mark’d out with lines. There are feveral forts
of capitals, one of £ which is the fourth in the plate of capitals. Within the
Lﬁ'ﬂpi" are three ftories of hieroglyphics of men about three feet high, and
t onc end the loweft figures are as big as the life; one of them I obferved.
had the head of the Ibis, The ccﬂmo‘ is PeraﬂV adorn’d with all forts
3 ' \ of
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of animals, and painted in very beautiful colours; among them I cbferved
a figure ﬁttmo on what appear'd like a boat, with a circle round him,
and two 1nﬁruments at one end, as reprefented in the loweft figure of the
forty-fecond plate. I obferved alfo a ram with a crofs on his head, fome-
what like the handle of a {word, and acrofs his neck was {omething re-
fembling wings. Among the animals 1 obferved the beetle, and a fort of
{corpion; all the hieroglyphics are very well cut, but fome of them are
defaced. This temple appears to have been ufed as a church, and 1 faw
fome Coptic infcriptions on the wall in black letters, and they told me
that there had been a convent there, {o that the temple feems to have been
turn’'d to that ufe. On the north ﬁde of the town of Efne, there is ano-
ther temple C. in the forty-fifth plate. The pillars are almoft all diffe-
rent, but fomething approaching the Corinthian order, and fhaped like
the capital mention’d before in the other temple. This whole building is
very richly carved with hieroglyphics. I faw one man with the goat’s

. head, and a man with a crocodile’s head is cut over the middle door that

City ot Cro-
codiles.

is oppofite to the entrance. There are {everal others in the walls with
crocodiles heads likewife, and alfo fome crocodiles; which makes me think
that this was the city of Crocodiles, where that beaﬁ was worfhipped, as
Strabd obfervesy; tho he mentions the c1ty of Crocodiles before Aphro-
ditopolis and Latopolis, whereas if the city of Crocodiles were put laft
inftead of firft, it would agree with the fituation I give thefe places.
The old city feems to have been to the north about this temple, and at
the end of the town-Ifaw the remains of an antient quay of ruftic ftone
work, with {ftairs down to the river. A mile to the fouth of Efne is the
monaf’tery of St. Helen, by whom they fay it was founded: It has been
more commonly call’d the convent of the martyrs, and it was a place of
great devotion.. It appears to have been a great burial ground, the fpot
where they | buried the dead not being lefs than a mile round. Many of
the tombs are magmﬁcent being a dome on four arches, with a httle
cupola on the top, {omething refembling the holy fepulchre and built of
brick. .Some of them have a crofs, others the eagle cut on them, anda
thort Greek infeription “. It is a very indifferent convent, and the church
is mean. There are only two monks in it, who cannot marry ; but their
relatlons "both women and children, live in the convent: This is the laft
church in Egypt. I made them a prefent of fome incenfe, knives, and

* {ciffars; and they entertain’d us with what they could provide. To the

- of the words may have been tranfpofed,

north of the convent there is fome wood, and cotton fhrubs of the per-
ennial kind ; on the eaft fide alfo I faw the fenna. Iobferved here at a
diftance from the river, that they dig large holes in the ground about
fifteen feet deep to make bricks ; and the water of the Nile comes into
them, and they raife it by buckets to water the ground.

It has been faid that there are quarries of porphyry and granite about
ten miles north weft of Efne ; but fome writers of travels do not diftinguith
porphyry from granite, and it is probable that.the quarries they mention

‘may be only of the latter.

Y "Brella Kgovoé"emwv woh; TILEGO 6 Svyav are z On many of them, as well as about the con-
A@ecé\b‘ms woAt;, # pera TabTo Aac-mﬂa)t;, mpdea  vent, thele words are cut:
"ASwdv % tov Adrov. Strabo xvil. p. 817. Here
Crocodilopolis is put firft, but pofiibly the order Ei; O35 ¢ Boybic,
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About fifteen miles above Efne, as I conjectured, I faw on the weft the
remains of a wall about ten feet thick, and forty feet long, eight tiers of
ftone remaining of it. Herel thought there might be fome antient city,
and conje@ured that it might be the city of Hawks®* We ftopped at a
place where feveral other boats ftaid all night : Hearing us talk, they afk'd
if we were Franks; and the boatmen told the people that we were fol-
diers from the Grand Signor, for they cannot diftinguifth the Turkifh lan-
guage from any other. On the twentieth we came to Etfou, which I faw Etfou.
in my return: It was the city call’d Great Apollinopolis. They were here Apollinopos
declared enemies to the crocodile . I went to .the Sheik’s houfe, and car-
ried the letter I had from the Sheik of Furfhout, When he knew who it
was from, he kifs'd the letter and put it to his forehead, which is a mark
of great refpe. I made him a handfome prefent, and he behaved very.
humbly, and with great civility ; and when the letter was read, and I defired
to {ce the ruins, he put his hand up to his head, which was a mark of his
compliance, and that he took me under his prote®ion. He went himfelf
with me, and fhew’d me the temple; a plan of which may be {een in the
forty-fixth plate, with the front of the grand pyramldal gate, and a feion
ofit. In the front of it are cut coloffal figures in two ftories, fome ftand- -
ing and fome fitting. Among thofe that were ftanding, I obferved three
pair flanding face to face; one figure near each corner is twenty feet
high, and has the hawk’s head. Before I had entirely finith’d meafuring
the temple, a great many people came about me, and giving my book to
my fervant when I meafured, a young man caught it out of his hand
and ran away with it: He was the Sheik’s nephew, the brothers having
been competitors for the government of this village; fo they envied him
the prefents they imagined he might get, and the notions of treafures .
likewife poflfefs’d their minds. My fervant ran after him, and fo did the -
Sheik. I continned on meafuring, and wsiting-on another paper, till the -
Sheik return’d with his pike, having thrown off his outward garment when
he went in fearch of his nephew, whom they fay he would have gone
near to have kill'd if he had met with him. He condufed me to his
houfe, and carried the matter {o far, that I was afraid we might have fuffer'd
in the tumult; for they came to high words, his brother being favour’d by
many of the people They faid it was hard thefe ftrangers could not leave
them to be quiet in their villages. I was very defirous to go to my boat ;
but it was faid the Sheik would take it ill if I would not ﬁay and eat Wlth
him. In the mean time I was privately inform’d that I might have my
note book, if I would give about the value of a crown, which I con-
fented to, and it was accordingly brought me. We fat down to eat out
of a very large wooden bowl full of their thin cakes, broke into ve
{fmall pieces, and a fyrup mix’d up with it. The Sheik himfelf fat at a
diftance, and did not eat with us; he mounted his horfe, and attended
me to the boat: Some others alfo came, particularly the chief of the con-
trary party, for the village had been in ’rebellion againft their great head
at Furfhout. The Sheik made me a prefent of a fheep, came into the
boat, and order’d a letter to be written to the great Sheik. We fet fail,
and near an hour after the Sheik’s fon came riding to the river, to let us

2 “lepgnay @oMis Tov itegka Tipdca.  Strabo xvil. P Bl CAncAAv @ wiNis, % alty wonsudea Tois
p- 817. xgexodeinass.  Strabo ibid,
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know that his father had been informed I had given moncy to have
my book reftored, and had obliged them to return the money, and had
fent it to me; thus I experienced in this brave Arab {uch an extraordinary
inftance of ﬁdehty, as is rarely to be met with.
Above Efne the country is very thinly inhabited, and the Nile broad.
Hajar-Silcily. We approach’d towards Hajar-Silcily, and fome time before I cametoit, I
faw the rock on the weft, cut out as for a grand gate, and fouth of it
{ome ruins and pillars: A litle further fouth, I faw five regular entrances
into. grottos, cut equally diftant in the rock; "above them a cornice or half
round appeared to have crowned the work, for only the half round re-
mained, 1t had alfo half rounds at the angles; a view of it may be feen
in the twenty fifth plate. Going on to Hajar-Silcily, or the rock of the
chain, I took particular notice of this remarkable place, where the Nile is
. very narrow, I fuppofe not above a hundred yards over; the rocks come to
the river on each fide, and the current is very ftrong. It has its name, be-
caufe it is faid a chain was drawn a-crofs to defend the pafs, and they
thewed me a rock on the eaft fide, where they told me the chain was
fixed, which is reprefented in the eighth plate at C. The rock on the weft
fide is cut into four {forts of niches, or fmall open temples for the worfhip
of fome Deities, as they feem to have been defigned; they are adorn’d
with cornices, pilafters and hieroglyphics; a plan and view of which I
have given in the forty-feventh plate. Here alfo are fome pillars cut cut
of the rock, which are entire, with their pedeftals; I meafured them ex~
acly, to {ee if the Egyptian architeGure could be brought to any rule.
On the rock over thefe works is a relief cut in an oblong fquare com-
partment, after the Greek tafte, confifting of a tree, a man on a horfe,
. and another before as leading the beaft, with a pike in his hand, and an
infcription of eight fhort lines, exceedingly defaced. There was proba-

bly a garrifon at this place,. and_ the people who were here might from
time to time caufe thefe things to be hewn out of the rock, ;n the way

of their religion. In our return, when I ftaid fome time afhore, the
boatmen cut down a tree; fome labourers near {poke to them not to do
it, and I likewife dimourag d it ; but when the labourers. were gone away,
they carried it into their boat: But after we had put off, we focn faw
fome horfemen appear, who probably had notice of our landing, and
if they had arrived fooner, might have had the good fortune to plun~
derus. The village of Pthonthis, mentioned by Ptolemy, as diftant from
the river, twenty four miles from Elephantine, and twenty from Apolli-
nopolis, might be at fome diftance to the welft, as the fituation agrees
pretty well with this account. We lay above this paffage, where the Nile
is very wide; there is a fandy ground on each fide, beinga gentle afcent,
and {o has been wathed away by the waters, that muft be much confin’d
above this ftreight. We afterwards paﬁ%d by feveral fandy iflands, on
which we faw many crocodiles, on one there were near twenty of therm 2,
which feem’d to be from fifteen to twenty feet long; we fhct at them,
and about half of them went into the water, and firing 2 fecond time
they all went off; there may be more crocodiles here than in any other
parts, as well becaufe the Ombites Wor{‘mpped them, and fuffered
none of them to be killed, as alfo by reafon that the cataradts are fo
near ; for when the crocodiles meet with rocks they retire, fo that if they

come
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"ON EGYPT. irg
come from the lower parts, and can go only a little higher, it may be
natural for them to fettle about thefe iflands, fo convenient for their ly-
ing out of the water in the fun, and it may not be agreeable to them
to go down the ftrong current at the ftreight.  We came to a large ifland,
and oppoﬁte to it on the eaft fide to Com-Ombo, or the hill of Ombo, Com-Ombo;
which is the antient Ombos; there are great ruins about the hill oo old Oms
efpecially of an antient temple: Itook a view of it, which may be feen
in the forty-cighth plate at A. The capitals of the pillars are in the beft
Egyptian tafte, adorned with leaves ; and there {eems to have been at each
end of the fmall area, before the temple, fuch a grand gate as has been
defcribed at Thebes, of which the building to the fouth feemed to be
fome remains. The people of Ombos were famous for the worfhip of
the crocodile, and Zlian * gives an account that they fed them in their
marfhes, which I fuppofe were thefe low iflands; they were perfe@ly tame,
and obeyed when they were called. ~We went on to the port of Lafher-
rad, where the Cathif of Efne was encamped; we would have paflfed him,
but they called to us, and the boatmen dar’d not to proceed: They
ftopp’d us the rather, as by the covering of the boat they conje@ured we’
were Europeans: I had letters to him, but did not know that he was
the perfon to whom they were dire@ed; I carried him a prefent of to-
bacco, coffee, and fome other things (of which he faid there was no
need) and told him I was come to fee the antiquities, and defired him
to give me leave to view Com-Ombo, to which he readily confented;
but the Arab Sheiks of Latherrad, who were prefent, when they heard
of it, immediately cried out, that I muft not go to the hill; and then
their difcourfe ran on the Europeans coming in fearch of treafures When
T departed, the people of the Cafhif came aboard, and demanded pipes
and other things they faw; and it was with much difficulty, by giving
- them a little, that I got rid of them, and proceeded on my journey.
When 1 retumec‘r— thre- boatmen-told me ¥ might ¢go afhore and fee the
ruins; but I was contented with making the beft obfervations I could from
the water, fufpefting that the people of the country knowing my boat,
might have lain in ambuth ; and if they had caught me afhore, would
at leaft have plunder’d us, if not detained me, till they might have a large
fum for my ranfom; the people here being very little fubje& to any go-
vernment.  We went on and came to the ifles Alakiah and Manfunah,
both of them fine fruitful fpots; the former having a village on it; and
the country on the eaft is well cultivated : Higher up, the hills to the wefl
ftretch towards the Nile in pretty high clifts, and on one of the hills over
the river, there is a fquare tower, which I obferved, leflens as it rifes; and
they fay, it is an antient work. We after came to a fandy ifle; at the
end of it are feveral fmall rocks, which are the firft I faw in the Nile:
Going a little further, on the twenty firft in the evening, we arrived at
Aflouan,

* T "Oubizaus % % ovvrdes dicl, % yXunt % vma- ' dliv wemompévaus.  ZEliani Hift, Animal. X,
wdeos xardvTay dvldy 61 Teeimevas v Tads Mwvaus Tais €. 21. De crocodilis.
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CHAP V.

Of AssouanN, SYENE under the Tropic, ELEPHAN-

TINE, the Quarries of Granite, the Cataralls, PHYLE,
and the borders of ETHIOP1A.

SSOUAN is a poor fmall town, with a fort of fortrefs, or rather
A barrack for janizaries under their governor. Thefe foldiers have in
reality, the command of the country. There are only two Chriftians in
this place, one the fecretary of the Caimacam, the other a fervant of the
Aga’s. I waited on the Aga of the janizaries with letters from Muftapha,
Aga of the janizaries at Girge, and from the Sheik of Furfhout; ke
treated me with coffee, and made me a prefent of a lamb, and I fent him
a prefent of rice, tobacco, coffee and fome other things. He was fo civil
as to fend two janizaries to guard the boat, and invited me to take a
lodging in an apartment that belonged to his houfe, but feparate from it.
The Chriftian, fecretary of the Caimaicam, or civil governor, came to me
and fignified that I fhould make his mafter a prefent; but the people and
janizaries in and about the boat fufpecting him, atked what he faid, and
ordered him to go out of the boat, there being a jealoufy between the
military and civil power: This coming to the Aga’s ears, he fent me word
I had no need to make prefents to any body ; and when I went to wait
on him, he repeated the fame, and that he would take me under his
protedtion, {o that no one fhould injure me, and I removed to the lodg-
ings he allotted me. A Turk who was here on the part of Ofman Be
to colle& fome taxes, had come to the boat, very kindly offered his ad—
vice on all occaﬁons, came and vifited me, and brought me a prefent of
twelve pidgeonsand {fome dates: Some other Turks cameto fee me, and
one, as a token of refpe@, brought me fo trifling a prefent as a bunch of

- radithes. The Aga alfo came to {ee me.

On the height over Affouan are the ruins of the antient Syene °, which
is exa&tly under the tropic of Cancer. The prefent fortrefs, which has
two or three {flight walls round it, of no more ftrength than a common
garden fence, is to the fouth of the prefent town, which is on a gentle
rifing from the river, and extends to a height that is over the water, that
I fhould think was the north end of the antient Syene, the principal part of
which feems to- have been on a lower hill to the fouth, though very high
from the river, and extended to a hill ftill further fouth, higher than
the other, and ftretching further to the weft, being a rock of red granite,
and full of ruins of unburnt brick, which we may fuppofe to be the re-
mains of Affouan, of the middle ages.

Syene, and particularly the antient forts there, are mentioned by Pliny as
in a peninfula : Whether this defcription may agree with a hill to the north,
that is to the weft of the prefent fort, which has water on three fides of it;
or whether a foffee might be cut through the lower ground on the north and
fouth fides of the fite of the antient Syene, and fo make it a fort of peninfu-

€ ‘H § Zviw, % *7 Ehe@xﬂwn, 7 (0 I F Spwy & sxxo’a iegay Kv@id@, # 1 Neancuérgssr,  Strabo. xvii,
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ON EGYPT: 11

Ia; it is not eafy to determine. Going further to the lower ground between
the two hills near the river to the fouth weft, 1 faw two pillars of granite
ftanding, and two fort of extraordinary trlangular pillars with their bafe
lying down, of which I have given a draught in the fitft plate of co-
lumns., 1 conJe&ured that poﬁibl folding doors might turn on the two
half rounds of them. Nearer the river I obferved two oblong {quare granite
pillars, all which may be the remains of fome antient temple. About
the middle, between the river and the brow of the hill to the eaft, I
found the building which poflibly might be the obfervatory, built over
the famous well, for making aftronomical obfervations, which is {o parti-
cularly defcrib’ d by Strabo °3 of this building I have given an exa& draw-
ing in the forty-eighth plate: A. is the plan; B. the front; and C. the fe-
&ion. I imagine that the holes at top, which are much larger below than
above, were in order to try the experiment in relation to the fhadows at
noon day, as mentioned by Strabo. The building fronts to the eaft, and
- whether the windows on each fide could be of any particular ufe in an
obfervatory of this kind, I cannot fay; but it is to be particularly re-
mark’d, that the wmdows in the inner room are not placed oppofite to one
another Strabo gives an account that there was a garrifon here of three
Roman cohorts,

From viewing the ruins of the antient Syene, I went about a mile Qum ¢
fouth eaft to the granite quarries; all the country to the eaft, the iflands grnis”
and bed of the Nile, being red granite, which is the Theba1c ftone men-
tioned by Herodotus; the quarries are not worked in deep, but the ftone is
hewn out of the fides of the low hills. I faw {ome columns marked out
in the quarries, and fhaped on two fides, particularly a long {quare one,
which might be defigned for an obelifk ; they feem to have worked in
round the flones with a narrow tool, and when the ftones were almoft
feparated, there is reafon to- think they foreed them -out-eof their- beds
with large wedges, of which there are great figns in the quarries in all
parts; in fome places I obferved channels mark’d out about three inches
wide, and holes cut in thofe channels at certain diftancesy as if for their
chifels to go in, fo that probably they worked down with the chifels at
the bottom and on one fide of the ftone, and then forced the ftone out
of its bed with wedges. I could not find any other ground why fome
perfons have affirmed that there are pyramids here, but certain quarries
cut out into fteps up the fides of the hills, which may have caufed ig-
norant people to take them for the remains of pyramids, as fome of the
pyramids are built in that manner.

Oppofite to Syene is the ifland Elephantine, in which there was a CItY Elephantine;
of that name®. The ifland is about a mile long, and a quarter of a mile
broad to the {OULh ending in a point at the north; there was a temple to
Cnuphis in this iﬂand, and a Nilometer to meafure the tife of the Nile 3
on it are remains of a {mall temple, of which 1 have given the plan D. in
the forty eighth plate. Before the temple isa ftatue, fitting with the hands
acrofs on the breaft, being about eight feet high, with a lituus in each
hand, which is partxcular, as may be feen in the drawing I have given of it.

e Ev 3 T4 war, % ™ cpgeug is) » Saoyudivor Tas f ") é‘ elaiba 7eéis m-a@u Pwymwv AJ?VF-”“‘
Ss Jvag rgaymg, %, Q0T 79 TEomxd wUxhe Cmonenlas 65 Qesedis xuuv Strabo, lbld
7T B8 Strabo, L xvii. p. 817. g See c.
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There is a wall built round part of it about a foot from the wall of the
temple, there being juft room enough for a perfon to enter, which pro-
bably was kept concealed, and might be built, as obferved before, to car-
1y on {ome arts to deceive the people. On the wall before the temple is
a Greek infcription, which is defaced in many parts, but I have given it at
the end with other infcriptions. In the middle of the ifland there are re-
mains of one fide of a grand gate of red granite, finely adorn’d with hiero-
glyphics, which I {uppofe to have been one of the entrances to the temple
of Cnuphis, of which the above-mention’d building might be a part. ~ The
earth is raifed up very much about this gate, and all over the fouth end
of the ifland, probably by the rubbifh of a town of the middle ages that
might be on the ifland, as there is now a very {mall village on it. The
fouth end of the ifland is high, being a rock of red granite, and on the
eaft fide are great remains of a high wall built by the water fide with win-
dows on it, of which I have given a view in the eighth plate at Y. Itis very
probable that all this part of the ifland was defended by fuch a wall againft
the violent current, at the time of the rife of the Nile.

About this ifle there are feveral fmaller iflands, as two to the weft, and
four to the fouth, which are high above the water, and alfo feveral large
rocks of red granite; two of them appear to have been work’d as quar-
ries, as well as the {fouth end of Elephantine. Out of one of thefe iflands,
probably, that entire room was cut of one flone, that was carried to Sas,
taking, it may be, the advantage of the fituation of the rock, {o as to have
only the labour of feparating the bottom of it from the quarry, and having
firft probably hollow’d the ftone into a room of the dimenfions defcribed
when 1 {fpoke of Sais. |

I crofled over to the Libyan fide, on the fouth weft of the ifland, where -
there isa fandy valley, which probably was the bounds on the weft fide,
between Ethiopia and Egypt. —Guing about-a milc-in this valley, I came
to a large ruinous uninhabited monaftery, which I conje¢tured was dedi~
cated to St. George, his pi¢ure, as big as life, being painted on the walls;
and there are feveral other bad paintings in the church, and fome Copti
infcriptions about the walls, The eaft fide of the Nile was inhabited by
Arabs, as far as Meroe ; but Herodotus fpeaks of Egypt as beéginning at
Elephantine, and fays that the Ethiopians inhabited one half of the ifland ®,
tho’ Ptolemy takes into Egypt the tra& calld Dodecafcheenus, on the eaft
fide, near a degree farther fouth, in which country Metacompfo feems to
have been, which was forty-four minutes fouth of Syene, and he feems to
put Plelcis alfo in Egypt, oppofite to it ; for Egypt on the eaft fide pro-
bably extended about as far as where De Lifle’s map makes the Nile to run
to the north, after it has taken its courfe a confiderable way to the eaft.
It isindeed probable that the Nile, as it runs to the eaft, and the moun-
tains there, were the moft antient bounds of Egypt, as they are at prefent
of the Grand Signor’s dominions, about the caftle of Ibrahim; fo that
Egypt feems to have ended about Elephantine on the weft, tho’ it extended
further to the fouth on the eaft fide®,

Returning

{
b °Omiges & 7o dmo EneQarrlins dva "AsSlomwes 791, i Above Syene, in the country called Dode-
% TS vieg 70 nuicy, 70 8¢ fpicy ‘Agpvalia, Herodo- cafchcenus, Ptolemy mentions Hierafycaminos,

ws, L i, ¢ 29. _ Phile, and Metacompfo, oppofite to Pfelcis.

Hiera-
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Returning to Affouan, I went afhoar under the rocks to the eaft, oppo=
fite to the fouth end of Elephantine. The rocks here are very high, on
which the antient Syene was built ; on one of them I faw hieroglyphics
as reprefented at E. in the forty-eighth plate, and the middle figure as
fitting in a niche, and much defaced. The following account of fome
accidents that happen’d to me there, may give fome infight into the na-
ture of thefe people ; for by the greedinefs of thofe that went with me,
and by the imprudence of my people, I had like to have been embroil’d
with the Aga. I had not given exa&tly the fame prefent to an inferior
officer, the brother-in-law of the Aga, that I had given to the Aga’s bro-
ther, who was in a greater poft; and coming afterwards to demand the
fame prefent I had given to the other, I complied in part with his requeft
On this my fervant talk’d to a favourite janizary of the Aga’s he had ap-
pointed to be with me, as if he was a {py, and had inform’d what pre-=
fents 1 had made. This difgufted the Aga, as well as my taking a perfon
with me that did not belong to him ; fo the Aga fent for my fervant, and
told him I might ftay as long as I pleafed, but that I fhould fee nothing
more. I found alfo that he was not fatisfied with the prefent I made

him ; for afterwards the uncle of the Aga, a good old man, came to

me, and intimated that thofe that came there muft be liberal, that I
fhould fee every thing, but that it muft be in the company of the Aga’s
relations. The Turk I mention’d before, came after this happen’d to fee
me, who I found was fo difagreeable to the Aga, that he order’d him to
leave the houfe, giving it this turn, that he would not permit the people
to come and teize me for prefents. I took it in the light they would have
it, and defired the favour of the Aga to come and drink coffee with me,
which he accordingly did, and the whole affair feem’d to be made up;
and yet notwithftanding, the next morning, when I was to go abroad, the
Aga fent to my -mamn;—and-told him—the prcfent I -had -made was {mall,
that I ought to have given him a piece of cloth, and that if I had none,
two {equins, worth about a guinea, muft be brought to him, otherwife I
fhould {ee no more; fo I fent him what he demanded, and then I was at
liberty to do what 1 pleafed. From AflouanI rid to Phile, pafling near
the quarries, and going along the road that feems to have been made level
by art’, between little hills and rocks of red granite: Some of them are

Hierafycaminos, I apprehend, fhould be put laft, It is probable that the two or three ruins that
as it is In the itinerary, and may be Derra, derived have been found above Philz, may one of them
- from Hiera. On the weft fide the itinerary has be of Pfelcis, a place perhaps of more confe-

the places in this order. quence than the others, being mention’d by both
Contra Suenem authors ; another might be the ruins of Meta-
Parembolem — XVi compfo, the only place except Pfelcis and Hiera-
Tzitzi ii. fycaminos, that Ptolemy mentions ; tho’ the itine-
“Taphis e Xiv. rary has many other places, and poffibly Meta-
Talmis — viil, compfo may have another name in the itinerary 3
Tutzis e XX. for as Ptolemy fpeaks of it, we may fuppofe that
Plelcim xii. it was a confiderable town, See Strabo, 1. xvii.
Corte v. p- 819.
Hierafycaminon ~ — iv. 1 Strabo fays that the road was through a very

) .. lain country, &' Suxas «@id diz, tho’ -
On the eaft fide it has the places in this manner. fr fiace of ginésoia;nglrfr:ﬂ?b?iniagineg ’r o}lxlg\lv}-

Contra Plelcim XL ever his words may be favourably interpreted, if
Contra Talmis XXIV, the text be corre&ted by making it éds, an even
Contra Taphis X. ground relating only to the road. :
Philas —_ XXIV,
Syenem _— 1,

in
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in the manner Strabo defcribes ; a rock ftanding up like a pillar, and a
large rock on it, hieroglyphics being cut on fome of them. The outfide
of the granite is turned blackifh, which occafion’d Strabo to fpeak of them
as black ftones; tho’ it is much he fhould not mention the granite quar-
ries, out of which the obelifks were doubtlefs cut, that were carried to
Rome, as fuch extraordinary mafter-pieces of art, and at fo great an
expence. The road we went in is divided into two parts, by a mound
along the middle of it. Going further on, I obferved the remains of a
thick wall of unburnt brick, ending at a hill north of the plain, oppofite
to Phile; there being a watch tower of the fame materials {fouth of it, on
a high rock of granite. This fence was probably made by the fouthern
people, to defend themfelves againft fome incurfions, it may be, of the
garrifon of Affouan; for we cannot fuppole it to be a work fo old as to
have been built either by the Ethiopians, or as a defence againft them, a-
bout the time that they made incurfions into the Thebaid, and attack’d
the garrifon of Phile and Elephantine, and overturn'd the ftatues of Cefar,
under the firft Roman governor Zlius Gallus. The ifland of Philz is high
and very {mall *, not being above a quarter of a mile long, and half a
quarter broad ; it was look’d on to be rather nearer to the eaft fide, and was
inhabited both by Ethiopians ™ and Egyptians. The city indeed itfelf
feems to have been on the eaft fide, and that there were no other build-
ings on the ifland, but what related to the temple ; for Diodorus » feems
to fay that no perfon but the priefts went on the ifland, by reafon that
it was efteem’d very facred, from an opinion that Ofiris was buried there;
{o that in the Thebaid there could not be a more folemn oath than to
fwear by the relicks of Ofiris depofited in this ifland. This Deity we
may {uppofe was worfhipped here under the fhape of the Ethiopian hawk.
The whole ifland feems to have been wall'd round, fomething in the man-
ner of a modemn fortification ; great part of the wall ftill remains, and
tho’ I was much hurried, yet I had reafon (from what T obferved) to repre-
fent it as may be feen with the plan of the temple in the forty-ninth plate
at C. and to conclude that there was a grand entrance at the north end.
The particular fort of Ethiopian hawk worfhipped here, I faw cut among
the hieroglyphics in feveral parts; it is reprefented with a long neck, the
wings fpreading very wide, and a ferpent coming out from it, fomething
refembling the winged globe. It is probable this bird was kept in the
middle room A. where there is a {mall cell B. which was probably made

for it, being about three feet high, The temple is near the water, on the
‘weft fide of the ifland ; ’tis built all of freeftone. The pillars on each

fide of the court D. are of the order that may be feen in the plate of ca-
pitals under Phile, having over it the head of Ifis every way, as are the
{ix laft pillars on each fide of the grand area; the others, efpecially thofe
in the long area, have a great variety of capitals. That court feems to
have been an addition to the temple, for the pillars on the weft fide are
not finifh’d; and whether it were by accident, or on account of the thape
of the ifland, it is not built in a line with the other, and in the court D.
before it, the rooms to the weft feem to have been made to deceive the eye,

* Phile infula e(.t afpera et undique prerupta, cvpbaiver, xoway xalomioy Aidizev 8% 2 Alpvsliey
Sencca, Quaft. Nat. iv. c. 2. xaleondaopévyy, Strabo, L xvii. p. 818,
™ TS J¢ nalappanls pmgdy imdve vas Pinas évae  * Diodorus, L i, p. 19,
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ON EGYPT.

that this great irregularity might not be perceived. There are very large
coloffal & ‘10 ures cut on the fouth fide of the great pyramidal gateway. At
the entrance to the eaft, which is near it, ‘there is an obelifk E. on each
fide within; they are of red granite, about two feet {quare. A little
more to the weft is a lyon on each fide F. as I find I tock them to be, tho’,
if the heads were broke off, they poffibly might have been f{phinxes. Be-
tween the weft fide of the grand area and the water, there is only a nar-
row terrace with doors to it from the portico, the whole ending at “the wa-
ter to the {fouth, with a parapet wall, at which the two obelifks G. about
two feet and a half {quare, are raifed on their pedeﬁals, as well as two
fquare pﬂlars at the end-of the cclonnade. The ifland is there twenty or
thirty feet high above the water, and there being a profpe& about a mile
fouth to the high granite hills, where the Nile having made a turn, the
view is terminated by thofe hills in'a moft agreeable romantic manner, all
together making a noble and beautiful appearance that is very extraordmar;

To the eaft of the great ‘temple at H. is a beautiful oblong fquare temple,

which is reprefented in a larger fcale in the fiftieth plate; it is open all

round, as may be {een in the front at D. The capitals of the pillars may

be reckon’d amongft the moft beautiful in Egypt, and probably were of
the laft invention, as they are reprefented in the plate of capitals under the
other title of Philz, being the only capitals of that kind I fatv in Egypt.
Strabo ° mentions that they croffed over to the ifland on a float made of
tods, like a fort of bafket work, which I take to have been much the fame

fort as theyufe’ﬁm‘v”merde”oﬁﬁar m boughs tied together, with the Thells-of

pumkins under them to bear them up; on which they go down the river;
and when they return home, carry them on their backs, which are trepre-

{ented in the Clghl.h plate At A. the man is fitting on one of them, and

at B. a perfon is carrying one on his back.

Returning -I took a view of fome extraordmary hlgh rocks of granite,
in a regular figure, as reprefented at B. in the fiftieth plate; on them are
cut hieroglyphical infcriptions and figures of men, and they directly face the

I21

north end of the ifle. - In our return we went to fee the famous catara@s of Citana@s;’

‘the Nile; the hills lock in, and thut up the view of the Nile to the north of
Philez. Returmng about half a mile in the way we came, we went out of
it to the weft, and going about a mlle, we came to the Nile at the port of
the boats that come from Ethiopia, where we faw moft of the people
black. Here is no village, only fome little hutts made of mats and reeds.
At this place they unload their goods, which are carried by land to Af-

fouan, and fo they bring the goods by land to this place, that are brought

up to Affouan from lower Egypt. The chief import here is dates, which

the people of Aflouan buy both for. their own ufe, and alfo to fend into -

~ the lower parts of Egypt; fo that on the one fide and the other, the Egyp-
tian and Ethiopian navigation end at the catara& *. I never faw a more
rough face of nature than at this place; on the eaft fide it is all rock, on
the weft the hills are either {fandy or of black rocks: Above to the fouth
there {feems to be a high rocky 1ﬂand and higher up rocky clifts on each
fide, and below to the north there are fo many rocks, that little of the wa-

© AibCrufy 3 fag ¥ vicow 3 @ddin@rs ¢ 3 5 wdddav  * Navigationis Egyptiacz finis. Pknins1.v.

5&]3. o-mﬂomd”wv wmnyo; é51 axaQior, 85 lomivan Ag- € 9.
wAesiva, Strabo ibid.
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ter is feen. We went on to the north, the Nile running through the rocks,
The people knew I came to fee the catara@, and flood ftill; 1 afk’d them
when we fhould come to the catara®, and to my great furprize, they told
The rocks of granite crofs the bed of the
Nile; and in three different places, at fome diftance from one another, di-
vide the ftream into three parts, making three falls at each of them. The
firf we came to was the leaft of all, I thought the falls were not above
three feet. The fecond, a little lower, winds round a large rock or ifland,

which to the north may be about ewelve fect high, and they fay at hnc’h
Nile the water runs over this rock ; but {fuppofing the Nile to be then five
feet higher below the rock, the fall may be about feven or eight feet; to
the eaft and weft of it runs a ftream. To the weft are other rocks, and a~
gain to the weft of that there was a third ftream, but at high Nile thefe
two f{treams unite., This feems to be the catara@ defcribed by Strabo, which,
he fays, is a rocky height in the middle of the river; the upper part of it
is {mooth, fo as that the water could run on it, but ended in a precipice,
down which the water fell; it had a channel, he fays, on cach fide, b

which boats could fail, that is, as we muft fuppofe, at high Nile, when
the two weftern branches might be united. Sailing over this rock they come
to the very fall of the catara&, and the water carried them down the pre-

- cipice with fafety. Going fomewhat lower to the place where the road

to Aflouan turns off from the river to the north eaft, I obferved a third
catarad, the fall of which appeard to me to be greater than the others,
and Fjudged the middle fall to be about five feet.  As to the catadupes,
thofe high catara&s that fell with fuch a noife that they made the inha-
bitants deaf, I take all thofe accounts to be fabulouss. There is another
catara& at Ibrim, which they call twelve days journey from this place;
fome fay alfo that there is a third catara; and others, that there are
{even mountains dand feven catarads,

Here I faw the corn in ear in January, and the coloquintida full grown,
and the little apple call'd Nabok, near ripe, which in Delta was ripe in
November ; and I {fuppofe that in the lower parts of Egypt, the time of
growth for fuch fruit, is after the overflow of the Nile, but that here it
is after the great heats are paft, which muft hinder the growth. I faw
them driving the camels loaded with {fenna, and they told me that a
camel’s load coft about two hundred medins, that is about twelve fhillings
and fix pence. The Paftha grants a licence to one perfon, generally a Jew,
to buy all the fenna, who is obhged to take all that is brought to Cairo,
and no one elfe can purchafe it; one Enghfh merchant only has the pri-
vilege of buying it of him ; and fo the price is very confiderably raifed.

When I returned to AiTouan, the relations of the foldier I had brought

‘with me from the Sheik of Furfhout, fent me a fupper ready drefsd

which is a plece of civility and refpe& but what is chiefly intended,
to get a prefent in return, of greater value: And the laft evening the Aga

P Miggdy &'unip & E?\s@av'hm; v e ymgoc xac'ratp-
parlns, notla Iuemv T 7ra7a‘u.ov @tloddns Tic dQpvs,
em7reJ‘@* ,1&2« oavweev, dse diyeolon T wo?ay.ov TeAevl@o
& eis x.eny.vav, xad £ mﬂappnyvﬂou v ué’we, uoﬂeew-
bev § meds 14 yq paéeov, 0 pansa % avemhsy Eye
dvamasicaile v TauTY, xoﬂappzxo'w & 3 mﬂappauﬂnv,
% wigilou pdad S c'x.oaﬁpns i+ wpnprdy, % cwulor-

Tax o0y awnis awabéis. Strabo vil. p. 817.

1 Ubi Nilus ad illa quz catadupa nominastur,
prcipitat ex altifimis montibus, ea gens, quz
illum locum accolit, propter magmtudmem foni-
tus fenfu audiendi caret. A, 7. Cicero. Jormn,
Scipionis, C. 5.
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fent me likewife a fupper of pilaw, a foup of barley with the husks taken
off, like rice, and goats flefh boil'd and well pepper’d, and hot bread;
and defir'd that what was left might be given to the boatmen, and not
* to his people; but his own dependants came notwithftanding. The next
day, the twenty-fixth of January, I had all my goods put on board, and
took leave of the Aga, fome of his relations attending me to the boat.
The wind rifing, we could not begin our voyage, {o I pafled the day in
my boat, feveral people coming to fee me; moft of them begging fome-
thing or other of me. A genteel man, brother of the Caimacam of
Girge, came to {ee me, whom I had feen at the Aga’s; for I wasin a
country where I thought I met with a friend, if I could fee a Turk, or
one of the middle parts of Egypt; he feem’d to be a gocd fort of man,
and faid if I had come to him at firft, I fhould not have been ufed in
that manner, and he would have fent a man with me that would have
thew'd me all, though I knew he had it not in his power to prote& me,
being only a fort of a colleGor of the cuftoms here, and probably his
chief intention was to fee if I would make him a prefent. The Chri-
ftian fecretary of the Caimacam put into my hands, with a letter; a fum
of money to the value of three or four pounds, a great fum in that
country, and for fuch a man, to be deliver'd as he dire¢ted in Akmim ;
a truft he would hardly have repofed in one of his own people that were
going to Cairo; and I'was a perfon going out of the country, whom he

would certainly never fee more; he prefented me at the fame time with
a live theep, -and T mmrade hinra prefent in return, . -

CHAP VL

From the Catara&ts down to GRAND CAaIroO and Da-
MIAT A.

N the twenty feventh of January we left Affouan, with a very cold

wind that was not favourable, and were obliged to lie by for

fome time on the eaft, about a league below the town. They have in all
thefe parts a great {fcarcity of fuel; fo that they commonly ufe either
the reeds of Indian wheat, or cow dung]dried, the latter is the fuel in
general of the poor people of Egypt; but the greateft fcarcity is in all the
.country above Cous. We made very little way this day and the next. I
obferved they draw water here to their land with four buckets one over
another. On the thirtieth we paflfed by Com-Ombo: I faw what they
call the wild goat, of a reddifh colour, and white behind, which I con-
jeGured to be the antelope. We were obliged to ftop by ‘the wind ; but
in the, evening we went a little lower, to be near the Cafhif, for greater
fecurity, who was flill in thefe parts. On the thirty-firft I took a view
of Hajar Silcily, and arrived at Etfou in the evening. On the firft of
February I experienced the great honour and fidelity of the worthy Sheik
of that place. I obferved here that they draw water out of the river
with the Perfian wheel. On the fecond I came to the wall, which I
took to be the city of the Hawks, I went afthore toexamine it, and found
a
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a deep dry channel above it, {o that the wall fcemed to have ferved for
two purpofes, to turn the water into the canal] and alfo for a quay for
the veflels to lie at, for there are remains of ftairs down the fide of it; the
wall is fourteen feet wide, being built with four large ftones in breadth,
in ten .tiers; about the middle of the upper fide it fets in eighteen
inches, and what remains of it is one hundred and fifty-three feet long ;
it is entire at the weft end, but the earth is wafh’d away from it; the
eaft end isruin’d, fo that it might have gone further out into the water. On
the weft fide a little lower are remains of a wall of no great extent, but
pretty high, appearing like the ruins of fome tower. We arrived at Efne in
the afternoon: I carried my letters to the two Sherifs, or rclations of Maho-
met, faw the church and the temple near the town. -On the third I went
to the temple three miles north of the town, and to the convent a mile
fouth of it. In the afternoon we purfued our voyage, and going all
night, were oppofite to Jebelin in the morning. The Sheik of Cous, who
had afforded me his protection on the eaft fide of Thebes, was encamped
near Selamia, and 1faw a great cavalcade of his people to the eaft. We
went afhore at Erment, and viewed the antiquities there. On the fifth
we pafled Luxerein, and ftopped at Gurnou, where we ftaid till the fe-
venth in the evening, when we found it was time to leave {fuch bad peo-
ple, and failing all night, we arrived at Kept. I ftaid here two days
to fee the antiquities, and to get medals and other pieces of antiquity,
which they brought to the boat. One of the Mahometans I had a letter
to, came to me the laft day, and would condu@ mé abroad to fee fome.
things the other had not led me to, and returned with me to the boat,

and earneftly requefted me not to depart fo fuddenly, but to ftay till I had:
heard further from him, and in fome time after he very kindly fent me a
pefent of a kid, and two bafkets of bread. We arrived at Kena in the
night ; on the tenth T walked to that town, faw their manufadure of
earthen ware, and went on to Dendera, and from thence to Amara, and
{faw the great antiquities of Tentyra.

On the eleventh we arrived at the port of Badjoura, and went to the
convent of Furfhout. I waited on the great Shelk whom I found fitting
with the Mahometan prieft, and eating beans boyled in the fhells. 1 deli-
vered him my letter from the Sheik of Etfou; he asked me, {miling, whe-
ther the people attempted to detain us, and i they tore my book; and,
laughing, faid, they thought we were in fearch of treafures. I returned
to the boat ; we fail’'d all night, and on the twelfth we arrived at Girge,
and went to the convent. The Bey was encamped to the fouth of the
city ; when I went firft to the camp, he was in town at the Harem with
the ladies, but he foon came on horfe-back, attended by about eight
flaves; the mufick play’d in the camp on his arrival, for about a quarter of
an hour. I went to his magnificent tent; he fat on the fopha in the corner
on the right hand as one enters; was a perfon of a fine countenance with
a graceful {mile, but when he pleafed could put on a ftern and majeftic
look, and I thought his manner moft like that of our great men in Eu-
rope of any I had feen in Turkey. I delivered him the letter I had from

- Ofman Bey, and my fervant placed my prefent before him, about a dozen

boxes of French prunellas, and a fine covered glafs vafe for fhirbet. He
received me very civily, defired me to fit, and ordered coffee. I requeft-

ed
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cd the favour of him to give me fome letters to the governors under him.
He asked where we had been, and fmiling, demanded if I had found any
treafures. I went to the fecretary’s tent, where the letters were writ, and
brought them to the Bey to put his feal to them.

From Girge I went to El-Berbi, where, as mention’d before, there was
a temple, and I {fuppofe this pldce to have been the antient Abydus. When
I returned to the boat, in order to depart, I was informed they had taken
away the oars, demanding a duty of about fifteen fhillings: I fent to the
governor about it, and found they had demanded three times as much
as their due. We came to Menthieh, where the men would ftay all night
with their families. On the fourteenth in the morning we arrived at Ak-
mim, where I went to the convent, and waited on the Prince, who gave
me fome letters I wanted in the way to Cairo. On the fixteenth I went
to fee the convents I have defcribed to the eaft. I had agreed with the
boatmen fo far by the day, and here I made a new agreement, giving
them about five pounds to carry me to Cairo, and to ftop where I pleas’d,
except that on the eaft fide we were to go afhore only where they fhould
think it fafe. All my friends attended me to the river, making me pre-
fents of theep and bread, and I fet out for Cairo on the fixteenth. The
next day early in the morning we came to Raigny, where the religious
Sheik of the famous ferpent called Heredy, was at the fide of the river Serpent He-
to receive us; either feeing our boat, or having had an account of our redr-

coming from Akmim. I carried the letter of the Prince of Akmim to
the Sheik -ofthe-viltage; Who entertained us with a grand collation: - He
went ‘with us to the grotto of the ferpent that has been fo much talk’d
of, under the name of Sheik Heredy, of which Ifhall give a particular
account, in order to fhew the folly, Cfeduhty and fuperftition of thefe
people, for the Chriftians have faith in it as well as the Turks. We went
alcending between the rocky mountains for about half a mile, and came
to a part where the valley opens wider: On the right is a molque built
with a dome over it, againft the fide of the rock, like a Sheik’s burial
place; in it there is a large cleft in the rock, out of which they fay the
ferpent comes; there is a tomb in the mofque, in the Turkith manner;
that they fay is the tomb of Heredy, which would make one imagine that
one of their faints of that name is buried here, and that they fuppofe his
foul may be in this ferpent; for I obferved they went and kifled the tomb
with much devotion, and faid their prayers at it. Oppoﬁte to this cleft
is another, which they fay belongs to Oghli-Haflan, that is, Haffan the
fon of Heredy, there are two other clefts, which they fay are inhabited
by faints or angels. The Sheik told me there were two of thefe {erpents
but the common notion is that there is only one. He faid it has been
here ever fince the time of Mahomet; the fhape of it is like other ferpents;
the great ones appear of different fizes, from a foot to two feet long; the
colour is of a mixture of yellow, red and black ; they may be handled
and do no harm. He comes out only during the four fummer months, and
it is faid that they facrifice to it; but the Sheik denied it, and afhrmed
they only brought fheep, lambs and money to buy oil for the lamps; but
I faw much blood and entrails of beafts lately kill’d before the door.
The fories they tell are fo ridiculous that they ought not to be repeated
if it were not to give an inftance of their idolatry, in thefe parts in this
Vor. L Kk refped;
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refpe@; though the Mahometan religion feems to be very far from it in
other things. They fay the virtue of this ferpent is to cure all difeafes of
thofe that go to it, or of {uch as have it brought to them, for they often
carry it to great people in a bag, to whom he is not always fhewn, pro-
bably pretending to carry him fometimes when they have him not. They
are alfo full of a ftory that when a number of women go there once a
year, he paffes by and looks on them, and goes and twines about the
neck of the moft beautiful, which muft be a certain fign of extraordi-
nary qualities, with thofe who have formed to themielves the idea of a
Mahometan paradife. They have alfo a ftory that a Prince came to fee
the ferpent, but at firft refufing to fhew him, when they afterwards pro-
duc’d him, the Prince caufed him to be cutin pieces, and being put under
a veflel, the ferpent immediately became entire again; but it is faid that a
Chriftian, who was defirous to have expos'd the fraud, offerd a confider-
able fum to be permitted to cut it to pieces, but could not be allowed to
try the experiment: They add alfo, that it cannot be carried beyond Girge
or Meloui, and if they attempt to go further it difappears. Endeavour-
ing as much as I could to fift into the bottom of this affair, I was fur-
priz’d to hear a very grave and fenfible Chriftian fay, that he always cured
any diftempers, but that worfe commonly follow’d on it; and fome Chri-
ftians who pretend to have more learning than others, and really believe
that he works miracles, fay they believe it is the Devil mention’d in To-
bit, that the angel Gabriel drove into the utmoft parts of Egypt. Itis
probable that they have {fome ferpents here they have bred tame, and it

{eems to be fome remains of the heathen worfhip of thofe harmlefs fer-

pents mention’d by Herodotus, that were efteemed facred to Jupiter, and
when they found them dead, they buried them in the temple of Jupiter
at Thebes . 1 went on and came to Gaua-Kiebir, where I went afhore.

The Sheik, to whom I had a letter, was not at home, but his brother fent

one with me to view the temple a fecond time. The wind not being fa-
vourable, we ftaid at this place; it rain’d in the night, and began to rain
again after it was day, on the eighteenth; but it cleard up. We purfuw’d
our voyagg, and ftopp'd early at Sciout; and it rain’d again in the evening,.
Here we met with fome Turkifh merchants with black flaves, which they
buy up towards Ethiopia, and bring them down into the upper parts of
Egypt, where they are prepared for the feraglios, under which operation
they fometimes die. On the nineteenth I went to Sciout, and took a
view of the town. On the twentieth we came to Manfalouth, where I
deliver'd a letter I had to a Chriftian of that place, but as there was no-
thing to {fee there, fo we went on and came to Meloui. I waited on the
Sardar with a prefent of Englith cutlery ware and fome other things, and
he was very obliging, and faid, if he could he would go along with me
himfelf to fee the temple of Archemounain, to have half the treafures I
found, or he would fend his fecretary. The next day I went to the town,
and the cavalcade of the Sardar was going out towards Archemounain

* Eisl § meed @nlas igol {Quss, dvfgwmay $dapd - tioned as fmall and harmlefs, and ashaving horns,
Arpovesy of peyabel idiles pimgol, dvonfgea Qogéses we- The horn’d viper is very common in Egypt,
Quuota 2§ dingws & xe@anis 18 dmobavavlas Fdéalses  but 1 fuppofe 1s noxious; the horns are fome-
év 14 ipd 78 Aog” 7878 yaip oPems 18 I8 Qasl évau igsg.  thing like the horns of a fnail, but are of a hard
Herodotus i1, ¢. %4. {ubftance 3 I have one of them preferv’d in {pi-

It is to be obferved, that thefe ferpents are men-  rits,

with
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with the Caia, attended by a great number of people with kettle drums
and other mufic, and I follow'd on a very indifferent afs; and when they
pafled through any village, the mufic play’d. The fecretary was fent with
me to view the temple. I return’d to the Caia, whofe carpet and cuthions
were laid on a height, on which he fat with the ftandard by him, that
is carried before him when they go out in this manner. I fat down with
him, and coffee was brought ; the Sardar himfelf came after, as incognito.

I return’d to my boat, and on the twenty-fourth we went forward, and
came to Minio about night, where the men were obliged to pay twenty
medins, which is about a fhilling, for the boat. On the twenty-fifth we
pafled by Samalut, and after by Galofana on the weft, where I faw in
the water two rows of hewn ftone about twenty feet in length, as if it were
the remains of an old wall. We approached two villages, Sheik-Faddle on
the eaft, and Benimfar on the weft. Thefe two villages had a difpute a-
bout an ifland that was between them. 1t is faid on applying to a great Batle on the
Bey their landlord, who was not willing to dlfobhge either of them, he Nile
bid them fight it out. This happen’d to be the important decifive day
between thefe two villages. We heard guns fire,-and after that a noife and
thouting as for vi&ory, and faw many people ﬁandmg on the weft fide.
Soon after we . perceived people throwing themfelves into the water from
many parts of the ifland, and fwimming to the eaft, others following them
to the water, firing at them or pelting them with ftones. We faw plainly
we were in the midft of a battle, and it was too late to retire. However,

we -prepared OUT Arm Tr/aaafr ourfelves in cafe m.etek’d.
As we obferved that the chief fire was from the eaftern fide, the battle
being on the weft, where they were engaged, we were determined to go
on the eaft under the cover of their fire. We faw great numbers fwim-
ming over to the eaft, with their clothes and pikes in their hands ; ore of
them laid hold of our boat, and came in to reft himfelf, fo that we were
. afraid the people on the weft fide might fire on us, as prote@ing their
enemies ; for the weftern people had gain’d the viGory, and moft of them
were retired from the ifland, and difplay’d their ftandard on the other fide.
We {aw the women on the eaft coming to the fide of the river, to fee if
they could {py out their hufbands, clapping their hands and beating their
breafts. The village of Sheik-Faddle on the eaft had manned a boat, put it
out into the river, and were firing on the other fide, and the fire was return’d
on them. Pafling by this boat, we were in great danger. When we were
below the village, we judged we were fafe, and I got out to {ee what paf-
fed, and in a very thort time I perceived a ball fell into the water, only
three or four yards from the boat, which without doubt they fired at us.
Thus I faw this battle, which perhaps may not be much 1nfer10r to {fome of
the little engagements of the Greeks, defcribed by Thucidydes with fo
much pomp and eloquence.

We pafled by Sharony on the eaft; to the fouth of it is a fmall hill, on
which there appear ’d to have been bulldmgs, and there are many ﬁones on
the bank of the river, which feem to be the ruins of a thick wall of a
quay, which together with the likenefs of the name, made me imagine
that either Ptolemy is miftaken in placing Oxyrinchus on the weft, or that
this city which from Ptolemy I place about Abougirge, might in latter ages
be negleted and fufferd to run to ruin, and that a new city might be

built
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built on the eaft fide, and take its name. On the twenty-fixth I went a-
fhoar at Benefuief, and we after paficd by Bouche, which I fuppofe to be
Ptolemais, the port of Arfince. To this place they ufually come to go to
the monafteries of St. Anthony and St. Paul, in the deferts near the Red
fea ; the latter being the founder of the hermit’s life, and the former of
the monaftic life in fociety ; they were cotemporaries. St. Anthony the
abbot founded a monaftery in this place; and at the convent of St. Paul, a
{mall day’s journey to the north, they now live in the monaftic way, tho’
formerly they were hermits. Some fay they lived in the time of the Em-
peror Philip, others of Decius, who perfecuted the Chriftians; and it is faid
St. Anthony lived till the time of Conflantine. A view of thefe convents

may be feen in the fifty-firft plate, as I found them in a manufcnpt map
of the country about them. ~The convent of St. Antony A. is a large en-
clofure, the entrance to it is by a window, as at mount Sinai ; they have
a great number of palm, olive, and other trees within it. I met a monk
of this convent at Faiume, who gave me fome account of it. The pa-
triarch is head of the convent of St. Antony : I know not whether it is
always {o, or that the patriarch bemg chofe from thence, might have pre-
fided over this convent, and continue to do fo; he has a deputy there,
There are three other perfons who have a fhare in the government of the
convent, four more that are priefts, and twenty-three that are lay monks -.
From the references * below to the view of the convent, it may be feen
that they have every thin within themfelves, and particularly a tower for
a florehoufe, defended by a draw-bridge, in cafe the Arabs fhould any
way break in upon them. They have three {prings of water running into the
convent, that are a little falc, And it is probable that in thefe convents are
the only bells in all Egypt.

At the convent of St.Paul B. there are twenty-five monks in-all; they
cannot marry, but widowers may be admitted. A woman is not permit-
ted to enter the convent. They are not allow’d fo much as to {moke in the
convent, nor to eat meat, but the good monks think they do not break
through their rule if they do both without the convent, which is what they
commonly pra&ice; but their ufual diet is olives, cheefe, that they bring
from Faiume, and falt fith, with which they are fupplied from the Red
{ea, which is about feven miles from thefe convents. It is indeed faid that
they eat but once a day, except on faturdays and fundays. Thofe who go
to thefe mountains will do well to enquire if there is a very thick high
wall in thefe parts, faid to be twenty-four feet wide at the bottom, and
to examine all particulars about it, and of what extent it ist. The per-
{fon who made the fketch of the country about thefe convents in one thou-
fand feven hundred and fixteen, from which I have taken what relates to

* In the view of the convent of St, Anthony, garden. O. The caroubi-trees. P. The olive-
the places are thus mark’d. yard Q. Three fources of water.

A. The church of St. Peter and St. Paul. B, In the convent of St. Paul A. is the church and
the church of St. Anthony. C. The belfry, with 'grot of St, Paul. B. The bell. C. A tower.
a fmall bell in it.  D. The tower where they keep D. The window by which they enter. E. The
their books and provifions. E. The draw-bridge cells of the monks. F. The mill. G. The gar-
to it. F. The window by which they enter the den. H. A fpring of water that is a little falt.
convent. G. The cells of the monks. H. The s The deputy they call Rubeti, the three next
mill. 1. The great garden. K. The chapel of Gumous, the priefts Kefhxefh and the others
St. Mark, the difciple of St, Anthony. L. The Ruban.
vineyard, M. Palm-groves. N. The apricot t See Mallet’s defcription of Egypt, p. 321.

the
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the modern geography in that part, obferved on the firft of June, and the
fecohd day of the moon, that the tide went out there at the Red fea from
twelve at night to fix in the mormng, one hundred and ten paces. He
obferves alfo that there is water in the feveral torrents only in the middle of
the winter.

129

On the twenty-feventh of February in the evening, one thoufand feven Arrival ac

hundred and thirty-feven, I arrived at old Cairo, and went to Cairo to
the conful’s houfe, having perform’d this journey up above the cataradls
and back again, with the greateft good fortune, exa@ly in three months.
As the convent of Mount Sinai was not at peace with the Arabs, and it
was impofible to go there on that account, I determined to be at Jerufalem
at Eafter, to {ee Paleftine, Syria, and Cyprus and to return into Egypt
to make that journey and fome others I propofed; fo ftaying only three

Cairo.

days in Cairo, on the third of March I got into a boat for Damiata, in or- Departure

der to embark for Joppa, not failing till early the next morning. A mer-
chant of black flaves had a number of them in one part of the boat, and

for Jerufa~
lem.

I faw a young woman among them, that had feven holes bored in her

nofe for rings, one in the middle, and three on each fide. The firft day
we made about a quarter of the voyage, and ftopped at Mifelcafer.  On
the fifth we failed by Benalbaffar, which I fuppofe to be Bubaftus and
Phibefeth of the {fcripture. In the evening we were about half way. On
the fixth we lay by part of the day near Aboufir, the wind not being favou-
rable. We went on and anchor’d at night out in the river, as I fuppofe
they apprehended. fome-danger;and hearing a gun fire, the people of the
boat fhot off their pieces two or three times. On the feventh we paffed
by Mahalla, Manfoura, and Dioft. This latter is on the weft, and about
four hours weft of it, is the convent of St. Geminiani, where there is
yearly a great refort of Chriftians for devotion, and much talk of fome-~
thing like fpirits, which, as far as I could find, is nothing but the thadow
of the people pafling, feen in a room by a fmall hole. The next day I
arrived at Damiata, and went with letters I had to a perfon there. I was
fo difguifed with my drefs and beard, that he would hardly believe I was
an Englithman. I was very handfomely entertain’d accidentally by fome
Greek merchants to whom I was not recommended, with all forts of fhell-
fith, and roes of fith ; for in lent they are not allow d to eat any other,
and only the roes of fith that have blood in them. In the evening I went
down to the port at the mouth of theriver. A French fhip was hired to
carry the pilgrims, who paid about a guinea a head to the merchant for
their paffage. Moft of the pilgrims met on the narrow fandy point on the
weft fide of the mouth of the river. To the weft is a bay about two
leagues over; and on the weft head, a large Turkifh ﬂuip of Alexandria
was loft in November laft, with feven hundred people in her, the captain
only being faved: The Bey who had carried the Grand Slgnor s tribute out
of Egypt, was on board, and came to land alive, but foon after died, as it
is faid of the frlght In the evening we returnd up to the port, and
pafled the night in the boat, and on the tenth went on board the fhip with
the other pilgrims, and fail’'d for Joppa. _

Vor. L L1 A DESCRIP-
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From Granp Cairo by the Rep Ska,

into AkAaBra PETRAEA, to MoUNT
Sixar1, and back to Cairo, RoseTTO,
and ALEXANDRIA.

CHAP. L ?
From GranNDp CairRo to Suez, and the RED SEA.

‘ AVING feen Paleftine, Syria, part of Mefopotomia, and Cilicia,
and the ifland of Cyprus, Ilanded again in Egypt on the twenty-
fifth of December, one thoufand feven hundred and thirty-eight,

I faw at Cairo the grand proceffion of the caravan to Mecca, and of the

hafna or treafure, that is, the Grand Signor’s rents, which are yearly fent to

Conftantinople. I alfo made the journies to Faiume, the labyrinth, the

pyramids of Saccara and Dafhour, and the catacombs of Saccara, and

went twice to the pyramids of Gize, near Cairo, which are commonly

{een by travellers ; and prepared for my journey to Mount Sinai, which is

to be look’d on as the moft difficult of all the eaftern voyages.

The monks of the convent had made peace with the Arabs; the occa-

Mount Sinai. i :
M fion of the breach between them ‘was a murder they had committed on

a monk of the convent. The method that is taken to make this jour-
ney, is to agree with the monks of Mount Sinai, who have a convent
at Cairo, to furnith fo many camels, giving about four pounds for
each; they take care alfo to procure the common provifions for the road;
and it is the cuftom to lie at their convent the night before the departure.
On the twenty-feventh of March I went to the place from which the

caravan
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caravan was to fet out, but found they would not depart that day; fo I

return’d to the conful’s, and the next day in the evening I went out

to Keyd Bey, to a large yard where all the camels were together, that
were to make up the caravan. In this open yard we lay; the caravan con-
fifted of about two hundred camels laden with corn, gomg to Muellah
to the eaft of the Red Sea, to meet the caravan coming from Meccas;
the Bey that always goes out to meet the Emir Hadge being gone before
to Adjeroute. My bed was laid on my camel, a bag of provifions on one
fide, a skin of water on the other, and a wooden bottle of water to flake
the dhirft in this hot climate. We afcended the mountain call’'d Jebel-
Macathum, and went eaft along the fandy hills. I obferved in the road

many ftones that look’d like petrified wood, being very numerous in fome

parts; if this is really petrified wood, as this place feems never to have
~ been capable of producing trees, I do not know whether it may be look’d
on as a probable conjeGure, that the people travelling in thefe parts, and
carrying fome wood with them for their ufe, might leave it behind when
they approach’d towards the great city, and that having been covered with
fand, it might petnfy, and the fand be afterwards blown away; though
indeed 1 faw one piece that feem’d to have been a large body of a tree.
We came to fome uneven ground; and all of a fudden the caravan was
alarm’d, by feeing four men at a diftance riding {wiftly towards them
from the fouth. Al the people allighted from their camels and took their
arms, and went towards them to meet them, on -which all but one of
them retired; who~ coming on, they went in a body towards him, and as
he perceived he was like to meet with a warm reception, he thought fit

to withdraw. The long ftep of the camel caufes a very. great motion in .

the riders, which to fome is very difagreeable; they commonly lie down
to be mounted but when any one difmounts on the road, the way of
getting up is on the back of the Arab, who ftoops ‘down, and fo they
climb up the neck of the camel. The pace they go-is not above two miles
and a half an hour. We lay in the open air, as they always do in this
journey; having travell’d thirteen hours without ftopping. As. {foon as the
caravan halts, if it is not dark, they let the camels browfe a while on the
little fhrubs, and the people go about and gather the wood of them for
fuel; they then make the camels lie down, bind one of their legs to
hinder them from getting up, and commonly tie them together with a
{mall rope, to prevent any of them from going away without difturbing
the others, and making a noife; {o they place their goods in the middle be-
eween themfelves and their camels. T hey feed thefe ufeful beafts with balls
they make up of barley meal, which they put into their mouths. In thefe
parts, where it is not very Wholefome to lie abroad, ftrangers efpecially take
care to be well cover'd, by a carpet laid over the head for though I carry’d
a tent, it was not proper commonly to make ufe of 1t for fear of pafling

for a confiderable perfon, that might be worth plundermg On the thir-
tieth we fet out an hour before day, and in about eleven hours we came

to a narrow valley called Tearofaid, between very low hills. In about an
hour and a half’ we came to a narrower valley, with a high ground on
each fide; this is called Haraminteleh, and there feem to be ruins of a
wall bu11t acrofs, to defend the pafs. After I left the place, I thought
poffibly the canal might pafs this way, and that this wall might be the

remains
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remains of the buildings of one of the flood gates, which any one who
goes in that road may take more particular notice of, to fee if they can
trace the canal that way. I faw no fort of beafts in the defert till I came
to this place, where 1 obferved fome birds; and in the defert I had feen
feveral holes, which they faid were made by an animal called Jerdaon, and
I could not be certainly informed, whether or no it was what the Euro-

eans call the Pharaoh’s rat, and is thought to be the Ichneumon. All the
defert is gravelly, having in fome parts fhrubs and aromatic herbs. " We
after came into the open plain, and faw Adjeroute, at which place we lay,
having travell'd fixteen hours without ftopping, and the afternoon was
fo very hot, that my leg, that was exposd to the fouth, blifter'd, being
uncovered, according to the fathion among the common people, whofe
drefs I always imitated, but I was after obliged to defend myfclf better
againft the heat.

Adjeroute is only a {quare caftle with a garrifon of foldiers in it; this
as I fhall obferve, has been fuppofed to be the antient Heroopolis; it is
diftant from Cairo four hundred and eighty deraies (as the Arabs call them
in their journey to Mecca, fifteen of them making an hour) which is thirty-
two hours, but according to my computation it is only twenty-nine hours;
the three hours difference may be in the road the caravan takes farther
round, being much about the diftance that the lake of the Pilgrims is
from Cairo, where they encamp and begin their journey. On the thirty-
firft we fet out before fun rife, the great caravan taking the road to the
fouth ‘weft to Mecca, which is called the eaftern road (Derb-el-Charke)
we went on fouth towards Suez, in a fort of a hollow ground, in which, -
as I fhall obferve, the fea formerly might come, having firft a rifing ground
to the eaft. In about two hours and a half we came to the well of Suez
{Bir-el-Suez) where their is a cane; it is a fine large well, in which the wa-
ter was drawn by a wheel, but not being kept in repair, the men draw it

- up with ropes; it is fo falt that it is not fit to drink. About two miles

Suez.
Red Sea.

Arfinoe,

Migdol.

further to the fouth is Suez, at the north end of the Red Sea. This fea
makes two golphs to the north, divided by that point of land which feems
to have had the general name of the defert of Pharan, from a place of that
name towards the fouth of it; that to the eaft was called the Elanitic
golph from Elana, at the north end of it, as the weftern was called the
Heroopolitic golph from Heroopolis. 1 fuppofe Suez to be the antient
Arfinoe, by which Strabo * fays the canal run into the Red Sea, fo that it
muft have been at the north end of the Sea. To the eaft of Suez there
isa fmall bay, that divides again into two parts, extending fome way to
the north: Whether or no Heroopolis was on this moft northern point of
the Sea, or about Adjeroute, where it has commonly been thought to be,
it is not eafy to determine: It might either have been there, or on the high
ground to the fouth eaft. This I {fuppofe to be Migdol, mention’d in the
journey of the children of Ifracl, different from Magdol near Pelufium.
Strabo {eems in one place to make Cleopatris the fame as Arfinoe, where
there muft be concluded to have been fome alteration in the words of the
author, as he afterwards “ fays, that near Arfinoe was Heroopolis, and
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€leopatris on the Arabian gulf next to Egypt: He fpeaksof ports, canals,
and lakes near Arfinoe, the latter poflibly made by the tide, and might
be about the fmall bays to- the north eaft of it. This paflage of Strabo
alfo is a proof of an error in Ptolemy, who places Arfinoe forty minutes
fouth of Heroopolis. [t is likewife very doubtful where Cleopatris was,
unlefs it might be on the high ground to the north of Suez; this I fup-
pofe to be Pihahiroth. If Heroopolis was on the moft northern height I Pinahiroth.
have mentioned, the Red fea muft have loft ground; and indecd by the
- fituation of places there is great appearance of it; the valleys, and the
high grountd, with breken clifts, looking very much like fuch an
alteration; and we may fuppofe, that if the fea retird in this manner,
Cleopatris might firft be built more to the fouth than Heroopolis; and
that continuing to retire, Arfinoe might be built fill farther to the
fouth, which I fuppofe to be Baal-Zephon. Arfinoe, with great rea~ BulZephon
for, is fappofed to be where Suez now is, as ene fees to the weft and
north of it plain figns of an antient city. It would be a very fine fi~
tuation for. a port, i the thips could come up to the quay, as probably
they did formerly. It is fituated on a fmall promontory, making out eaft-
‘watd into the Red fea. The old city extended about a furleng to the
weft of this promontory, and the morth weft corner of the Red fea is a~
bout two miles to the weft of the town. Twe {mall bays of the fea
externd about a league to the north north eaft of the town. The port
feems to have been between the weftern bay and the town, to the weft
of which there ¥ 2 raifed ground, that feems to have been the fite of
an antient caftle to defend the fhipping; for the old town extended alfo -
~ to the north weft of the prefent. Here the fhipping lay fecure from all
winds, only a little expos’d to the eaft, which could have no great foree,
the paffage over to the other fide into Afia not being abovea mile. When
the tide 1s out, there is to the fouth of the town, a large fandy bank about
two miles long, to the eaft of which is a road to go out to the fhipping,
and when they have no wind, they draw the boats along by this bank ;
about a mile {fouth weft of it are the fhips, a league from the town, the
deep water being on the weft, where it is a bold fhore, there being {holes
on the eaft fide, where the land is low, whereas there are high hills all
along on the weft. Suez is govern’d by a Captan, which is the title of
an admiral, the high admiral- being calld Captan Bathaw, or Head Ad-
miral. His bufinefs is more particularly with the fhips, and he has under
him a Caimacam, the ordinary governor of towns, who both together, or
feparately, govern the affairs of the place; the latter commonly refides
here, the other when the fhips are in the ports ; and a Sheik Arab, who lives
here, has really all the power, whenever he pleafes to interfere; and what
gives him much authority is the great {carcity of water, which is brought
fix miles from Naba, to the eaft {fouth eaft, on the other fide of the Red
fea ; fo that on the leaft difcontent with the people or their governors,
they will not permit water to be brought to the town, and they are
obliged to drink a falt water brought near a league from the north, from
(Beer-el-Suez) the well of Suez, fo that on this account it was a very great
advantage to have a canal cut from the Nile, as the canal of Trajan
was; for water is now fold at Suez in the {malleft meafures. There are
four mofques in the town, and a Greek church in a houfe, there being
about a hundred and fifty Greeks here, and three or four Coptis.
Vor, L : Mm Part

Cleopatris,
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Part of the way from Adjeroute is in a fort of foffee, that is thought
to be the canal of Trajan, and feems to have run clofe to the weft end
of the old city: From Cairo, through which it conveys the water, it goes
north, and north eaft and by north, and fupplies all the country with wa-
ter for feveral miles; and by abranch from it, that large lake called the Birke
or Lake, is fill'd, in which the water remains moft part of the year. It
is about eight miles from Cairo, and a league north of Matarea; it may
be feven or eight miles long, and four broad; here it is the pilgrims for
Mecca meet, near a week before their departure, and fet out altogether
on that journey. The canal after makes a great circuit round the hills
to the north and north eaft, infomuch that the common people fay it goes
near to Gaza, which muft be falfe. That lake reprefented in Sicard’s map
with a canal going to it, which I fuppofe to be part of the antient canal,
may poflibly be the lake, {fpoken of by Strabo %, in the Sethreitic province
to the fouth of Pelufium; for he fpeaks of canals going into this lake; -
and feems to fay that one of them went to the Red {fea by Arfinoe,
though in the whole, the fenfe of the author appears to be {fomewhat
difficult. :

Jrdeof - The trade of Suez is only to Jedda on the eaft of the Red fea near Mec-
' ca; it is carried on by one fleet of between thirty and forty fhips, that
fet out about the fame time from Jedda in the Hamf{een feafon, that is, the
fifty days before the middle of May, when the Merify or fouth winds ge-
nerally blow; and if they chance to be too late, they muft wait another
year ;- and when thofe winds fail on the voyage, they fometimes are
obliged to pafs a twelvemonth in fome bad harbour, as they have often
done at Coffeir. They return laden with corn and rice in O&ober; the
loading from Jedda is principally coffee, incenfe, fome few Indian and
Perfian goods, the richeft being carried by land with the caravan from
Mecca. There -are other fhips that bring the coffee from Fefeca in Je-
men, the antient Arabia Feelix, among which are five or fix Englifh and
French fhips generally employ’d: Five of the fhips which come to Suez
belong to the Grand Signor, the others to merchants.  Each bag of coffee
weighs between three and four hundred pounds, and pays thirty Medines,
which is about two fhillings, when it comes out from Jemen. At Jedda
the tenth bag is taken, and half of it goes to the captain for his freight,
and half to the Patha there; and at Suez it pays a duty of near a penny
- for every pound weight. When it is bought by our merchants it is puri-
fied, and fent very clean into England, but of late the Weft India coffee,
which is not fo good, has fold fo cheap, that it does not turn to account
to fend it to England. This Weft India coffee is carried into Syria and
other parts, and fold cheaper than the coffee of Arabia, and fometimes, to
deceive, is mixed with it. They can alfo bring coffee round by the Cape
of Good Hope, much cheaper than this way. The Ships that go between
Jedda and Suez, are built moftly in the Indies, rather clumfy, after
the Dutch manner; and probably many of them may be built at the
Dutch fettlements in the Eaft Indies. Moft of them are large, and they
affured me that the biggeft was forty-eight pikes high, that is, about double
the number of feet; but probably they meafure in two decks they have
at the ftern above the middle part of the fhip; they have alfo one deck

* Strabo, ibid.
raifed
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raifed before, above the middle ; on this they have on each fide a little

room for a mofque, where they pray, and to the corner of each is rais’d
a little pole with a flag on it, mark’d with a half~moon: On the end of
the bowiprit is a little thort maft, and a yard and fail on it, and over it is
a {fmall gallery, on which the-pilot ftands to look outand give the word
to the helm. They do not ufe pumps, but draw the water up with a lea-
thern bucket by the help of a windlace. - On each fide of the well to re-
ceive the water that enters into the fhip, there is a ciftern about fifteen
feet long and eight wide, going down near to the bottom of the vefiel,
being made of wood; in thefe they put their water, and draw it up with
leathern buckets, and put it into large earthen jars for prefent ufe. Thefe

cifterns hold enouorh for a voyage of eight months, though they always

take in frefh water at Tor. Inftead of a handle to the rudder in the thip,
they have a pole fix’d in it, inclining upwards beyond the fhip, being a-

bout fifteen or twenty feet long. A beam is laid acrofs the upper deck,

which extends on each fide about fifteen feet beyond the fides of the
fhip ; to each end of this is tied a yard or pole perpendicularly, fo as that
either end of it may be moved backwards or forwards towards the fhip;
as it is drawn. To the lower end, of this comes a rope from the pole,
which is fix’d into the rudder; to the upper end a rope is fix’d, which
is carried to a block at the corner of the ftern, and brought again to an-
- other block at the upper end of the-yard, and thence croffes the fhip over

the great beam, and goes to the otheryard, to"which; and to_the ftern it
is carried- in - like fnanner, as on the other ﬁde 1Whem the fhlp is to be
work’d, the rope of communication, which goes acrofs the fhip, is drawn
to a poft nearer the ftern, where there is a ftay made for it, in which it
is drawn either one way or other, as the pilot dire@s, and moves the helm

by the ropes fix’d to the lower end of the aforefaid yards; and when one

is drawn nearer, and-the top of the yard comes nearer to the fhip, the

bottom confequently flies out, and the other pole is left perpendicular in
its natural diretion. When there is a ftorm, and they let the fhip drive,
they loofe the rope off from that poft, and let the helm play as it will:
And this feems to explain what is mention’d in faint Paul’s voyage, Adts
xxvil. v. 40. ¢ That when they had coimmitted the thip unto the Sea,
« they loofed the rudder bands, and hoifted up the main fail to the wind”:

For thefe ropes, which dire& the helm, may be very properly call'd the
rudder bands, by which it is either fix’d or moved one way or other *, The
voyage to Suez is very dangerous, more efpecially fouth of Tor, where
there is much foul ground, and thofe trees of Madreporz, a fort of im-

erfe@ coral, which are about Tor and fouth of it, are as dangerous as

rocks to the fhips ; and in thofe parts, where the water is not deep, they
come to an anchor every night. The mariners fay, that from Tor to
Mount Houffan it is three hundred miles, from which mountain to Mount
Jamba are three hundred more, and from that mountain to Jedda four
hundred, though the calculation feems very much to exceed the diftance.
And as Jedda is only fix degrees, or three hundred and fixty miles fouth

of Tor; it is poffible they may compute by fome meafure that is about

the third part of a mile, unlefs I might be any ways deceived by my in-
~terpreter.  They {ometimes tie their cables to thefe trees, or ftones on the

* A drawing of this fort of helm may be feen in the firft plate,
rocks,
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rocks. When the fhips are unloaded at Suez, they leave them without any
body in them, faften’d with two anchors, to each of which are tied four
or five great cables, made of a part of the date tree, and the cuftom-
houfe officers attend here only during the fhort time that the thips are un-
loaded and loaded again; fo that, except at thofe feafons of bufinefs, the
little town of Suez is very thin of people. I was inform’d that the port
of Cofleir is exceedingly dangerous, which 1{fuppofe was ufed when the trade
of the Eaft Indies was carried on that way to Kept and Alexandria ; that
north of it is another bad port, call'd Old Coffeir, and north of this is a
fine port call'd Hamromyos, being like a round bafin; one would con-
je¢ture that this was the antient Myos (Cofleir being Beronice) as doubt-
lefs moft convenient for Kept, the antient Coptus; to which place,
fituated on a canal of the Nile, the merchandices were carried both in the
antient and middle ages. It is faid that the weft fide of the Red fea is
-much deeper than the eaft fide, all the way to Ethiopia, but that they are
not acquainted with that road. From Suez the paffage is about a mile
over the fea to the eaft fide of it ; the boats go twice a day, both for wa-
ter, which is brought in fkins by camels to the fea fhoar, and alfo fer
wood ; for of all places, Suez is the moft deftitute of every thing that the
earth produces. They have neither water, grafs, corn, nor any fort of herb
or tree near it, and not one garden about the whole town.

Egypt feems to have extended as far as the Red fea, and in a line from
the eaft fide of the Heroopolitic gulf to Sihor, call'd the river of Egypt.
It is probable the mountains to the eaft were the bounds between it and
Arabia Petrza; for we have Heroopolis on, or near the Red fea, as a eapi-
tal of the laft province of Egypt; the Cafiotis was on the fea, and the pro-
vince of Phagroriopolis in the middle between them,

CHAP IL

Of AraBia PeTrza. From Suez to Tor, and
- Moilint SiNAL

Divifon of ! | RABIA was divided into three parts. Arabia Felix, between the
Arabia. Red fea and the Perfian gulfy part of which is the territory of
~ Mecca, and the other part to the eaft and fouth eaft is call'd Jemen.

Arabia Petrza, which has its name from being a rocky country, con-

fifted of this point of land between the two gulfs of the Red fea, and
extended away to the eaft of the Dead {ea, and the river Jordan, To

the eaft of this, and of great part of Syria, was Arabia Deferta, bound-

Arabia Pe. €0 to the eaft by the Euphrates: In Arabia Petrea we were in Afia; and
tra, Ptolemy mentions the black mountains which run aleng this promontory
between the two gulfs, extending as far as Judea’. The firft country.

on that fide was the antient Satracen= °, poffefied by the Arabs, call'd Sar-

raceni, who at length extended themfelves as far as the country about
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Elana. From thefe all thofe Arabs, that, under Mahomet and his {ucceflors; -
over-run thefe countries, had the name of Sarracens among the European .

writers, for I could never hear of this name in the eaft, or in the eaftern
authors.  This part of Arabia Petrza confifts of mountains, narrow val-
lies between them, and fandy plains. On the weft there is a fandy plam
on the fea two or three leagues broad, which extends about thirty miles in
length to thofe hills of a white ftone that are about the vale or winter tor:
rent call'd Corondel. Thefe hills firetch fouthwards by the fea for above
twenty miles, to a long valley two or three leagues broad, call’d the vale
of Baharum, having on.the weft to the fea the hills of Gah, and on the
eaft the granite mountains, which take up near the whole breadth of this
promontory, Mount Sinai being about the centre of them. This plain ex=
tends {fouthwards beyond Tor, to the end of the promontory. Eaft of the
-mountains of Corondel, and thofe call’d Pharaone, there is a long nd 3
of - ‘high mountains that run to the eaft, within thirty miles of Accabah
" the antient Elana, on the north of the caftern gulf of the Red fea; Whlch
does not come fo far north as the weftern by about a degree, as near as I
could compute. Thefe mountains are called Jebel-Te. South of them,
for about twelve miles, is a fandy defert call’d Rembla (the Sand) and.
fouth of this begin the granite mountains, which extend to the eaft, and.

fouth to the fea. In all this country there are but three or four villages;

which are Tor, Jebele, Gedeheieh fouth of it, fomewhere in thofe parts, and
Sharme, Whlch I had apprehended was to the éaft ; but Ihave fince reafon.
to thxnk it is towards the fouth eaft corner of thls promontory, a day and.
- a half from Mount Sinai, where they have boats, and from whence the
convent is chiefly fupphed with fith. About north north eaft of this place, .

as I conjefture, on the fea, and three days from the convent, they told me.
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was Dahab, which fome people have thought to be Ezion-geber, becaufe = . = .

of the name, which fignifies gold ; fo, excepting thefe, there are no other
names of places, but what are given to mountains, vales, winter torrents,

and {prings.

The whole country is inhabited by Arabs, its natural inhabitants, who Te At

live under tents, and ftay in one place as long as they have water, and.
thrubs, and trees for their camels to feed on, and they find it otherw.ife
convenient, for there is no tillage nor grafs in all this country. All their.
riches confift in camels, a few goats, and fometimes theep; fo that they
live in great poverty, havan' nothing but a few dates and a little goat’s
milk, and bring all their corn eight or ten days journey from Cairo. The
Arabs are in different nations or clans, each under its great Sheik, and
every encampment under its particular Sheik. All round by the fea fide
are the Mifenides and Penuafi, who are a good people. On the mountains,
{fouth eaft of Suez, are the Alaldl, a bad people, and have poffeffion of
the water they are fupplied with at Suez. At Suez are the Arabs cail'd
Beni Soliman, who have alfo of their nation at Tor; their Sheik is the

moft powerful of all, and hasan influence over all the reft. About the
convent are.three clans maintain’d. by it: They are but a bad people; thofe

who are calld Elecat are the beft. Next are the Soualli, and the worfk
of all the Wecelcadifaid, which may be a people from Sa1d or upper

Egypt ; and I obferved among the Arabs of the convent the particular

manner of mufick they have in Said, or upper Egypt. ~All thefe Arabs are
Vor. L S . Nnmn united
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united in a fort of league together; are very honeft among themfelves with
regard to property, and if one gives them to eat, there isno danger of any
injury from them; they are indeed liberal themfelves ; and if they kill a
fheep, theyeat it all at once, tho’ they have nothing but bread for their food
the day after, which is an univerfal cuftom among the Arabs; and they
provide of what they have for all that come. Anyone of thefe Arabs is
~ a prote&@ion againft all the reft, for they firi¢tly obferve that law with cne
another for their mutual advantage. The Arabs about Accabah are call'd
Allauni; a very bad people, and notorious robbers, and are at enmity with
the others. Tho’ the Arabs in thefe parts do not live in houfes, yet in
moft places where they find it convenient to dwell, they build little houfes
for their grain, fome of which I faw forfaken, becaufe the water had fail'd,

I went, in Suez, to the houfe of 2 Greek prieft, and the next day met
with a Turkifh captain of a fhip, a very obliging man, who gave me feve-"
ral informations in relation to the navigation of the Red fea. Before I de-
parted, the good prieft alk’d me my name, that they might pray in the
church for my good journey, which is only a way they have of defiring
charity. About noon on the firft of April, we crofled over the bay to the
eaft, the camels being fent round before. They had received an account
that the Gedda fleet was coming; and this afternoon we faw many of
them, and others the next day.

As I obferved before, Nabah or Nabate is to the eaft; from which place
they bring the water, and over it are the mountains call’'d Nouebeh. Thefe
names, one would imagine, were fome remains of the antient name of the
Arabs, calld Nabatzi® that were in Arabia Petrza, infomuch that the
whole country has been call’d from them Nabatza. The mauntains here go by’
the general name of Te, but the particular parts of them have diftinct names.

Thefprings  Lhree or four hours fouth of the landing place from Suez, are feveral
of Mofs. {brings on little hillocks call’d Ein-Moufeh (theSprings of Mofes.) On thefe
rifing grounds, wherever they make a hole, the water comes up. There
are but four or five open now, tho’ I faw the places where about a dozen
{prings had run. The water where it rifes, brings up the fand with it,
which is like a quagmire all round, and it is dangerous to approach too
near. I could not find the bottom with a pole, and they even fay that ca-
mels have been fwallow’d up in them. The waters are warm, faltith, and
I believe there is fome fmall mixture of fulphur in them. One of the
fprings notwithftanding affords tolerable good water. Some of them have
been wall'd round, probably to keep up the water for cattle to drink,
and one feem’d to have had ftone channels made from it. There are two
or three palm-trees about this place. One would be apt to conjecture that
thefe fprings have their fource in the neighbouring mountains. From this
place a point firetches out a great way into the fea, being fouth eaft of the
fhipping, and breaks the fea when the fouth eaft wind blows. Clyfma
might be near oppofite to this part, which Ptolemy places twenty minutes
fouth of Arfinoe, and probably it was between mount Attakah and mount
Gewoubee. Here I imagine that the children of lfrael might pafs over the
Red fea. We lay here in the open air, as we did every night in this jour-
ney, and were careful not to have any fire after it was dark, not being as
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. yet in a fafe country, and only five in company. I faw about the plain
much of the fmall talc, and the next day many little hills full of it. On
the fecond we went on through the fandy defert, and came to a rifing
ground coverd with little fhrubs, being the point that makes out to the
wefl, oppofite to mount Gewoubee. Here we ftopped, after having tra-
xelled four or five hours, and I ventured to pitch my tent, to be under the

thade of it, and defended from the heat of the fun. And travelling near .

three hours more, we came to the plain at the beginning of Birk-el-Co-
rondel, which is the name they give the great bay of Corondel. We were
alarm’d by feeing two men running towards us from the eaft. The Arabs
- threw off part of their garments, laid their arms bare to fight with the
fabre, and prepared their firelocks. They proved to be two perfons of Suez
that were in thefe parts with their camels; who notwithftanding would
probably have robbed us, if we had not been too ftrong for them. We

13¢

came to the defert they call Shedur, the old Shur, and went on an hour Defriof

Tonger, and came to a place full of fhrubs, and ftaid there for the fake
of grazing the camels. Four of the Gedda fleet were anchor’d near, and
we had oppofite to us the caftle of Shedur on the hills to the eaft. On the
third we went on, and in an hour we came to the bed of the winter tor-

Shur.

rent, call'd Ouardan, about a quarter of a mile weft of the road. In this Ouardan.

torrent is the {pring of Ouardan (Bin-El-Quardan) where if they dig a

hole three feet deep, the water comes plentifully into it, probably from
the fea. The water feem’d rough, but not falt. There are a few palm-
tzees here. The Arabs made a fthallow hole in the ground, and laid in it a
round piece of leather, and taking the water out of the deep hole with a
bowl, they pourd it into this leather, and fo the camels drank, that were
unloaded and brought to the {pring. We ftaid here about two hours, and
going on came to a fandy plain, and in three hours to a hill confifting al-
moft all of talc. We paffed over it in two hours, and came to a vale between
the hills, in which we travelled about two more, and afcending again, we

had on the eaft Jebel-Houffan, and on the weft Jebel-le-Marah, where to the

weft there is a {alt {pring, ThlS {eems to be Marah, mention ’d in the old Matab.

teftament. We came to the vale, or the bed of a winter torrent, call’'d Co-
rondel, having travelled about eleven hours in all. This lace is full of
{fhrubs, and has many tamarifs in it. Here we ftaid all night, but found
no water. The day had been cool and windy; and towards the evening
the wind raifed the duft in fuch a manner, that we could not fee far before
us. Being now in a country where there is no danger, I pitch’d my tent

whenever I pleafed ; which I always found convenient in the middle of the
day, againft the heat of the fun.

Beyond the vale of Corondel, is a mountain on the fea call'd Jebel-Ha- Pharaots

mam-Pharaone (the Mountain of Pharaoh’s bath.) On the fide of this
mountain there is a grotto by the fea fide, to which there are two mouths;
one of them leads by a narrow, low paffage, to a fource of very hot water,
which I believe exceeds in heat the baths of Abano near Padova. As foon
as one enters this paffage, there is heat enough to make any one fweat very
plentlfully A little further in, it is exceflively hot ; and many people have
died that have gone as far as the water, by a vapour that extinguifhes the
lights. The water runs thro’ the rock and fandy banks, in a great number
of little ftreams into the fea for a quarter of a mile, and it is even there
exceedingly

I

bath.
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exceedingly hot, and {o are the ftones, which are incrufted with a white
{fubftance, that I fuppofe is of falt and fulphur. The water is falt;
and having brought a bottle to Cairo, it was found to be impregnated with
much earthy grofs fulphur, a neutral falt, and a fmall quantity of allum,
but no nroportion of vitriol®. It is of fo naufeous a tafte, that it could
not be tiken inwardly, but muft be ufed by bathing. Thefe waters are
efteerm’d much for barrennefs in women, and impotency in men, and are
judoed to be good in moft cutaneous and nervous diforders. They have
the water pour’d on them firft without, and then in the paffage, to make
them {weat more plentifully; this they do only once, and for forty days
eat nothing but oil, honey, and bread made without falt, and drink only
water with dates ﬁeep d in it '
On the fourth we came in three hours to the n mountain torrent, call'd
Woulet, where there are feveral palm trees, and a falt {pring, that I thought
had a chalybeat tafte. In three hours we came to Taldi, where there are
date trees, and as they told me a falt {pring. In half an hour more we
pafsd Reifimah, fo call'd from a Sheik buried there; on whofe tomb the
Mahometans throw a piece of bread as they pafs by, out of devotion.
In an hour more we came to a narrow valley call'd Menetfah, where the
road to Tor goes to the fouth, and that to Mount Sinai to the eaft; but
in order to have company, my Arab would carry me a day’s journey
round about, fo we went in a long valley to the eaft, in which we lay.
On the fifth, continuing in it, we turn’d to the north, up a gentle fandy
afcent, and having a hill to the fouth weft, call'd the Houfe of Pharach
(Bait-El-Pharaone} we came to the place that was near the encampment
of our Arabs. Here one of them, who had a difference with one of the
company, as he was in his own country, came and brought him a flower,
as a prelent, which being accepted of, was a fign that all was made up.
From this place on the fixth, I purfued my journey, only with one Arab,
going weft, and leaving the road to Mount Sinai in order to go to Tor,
and {foon came into a narrow valley, which is the bed of a torrent which was
dry, as all the others were. = The hills are very high on each fide, confift-
ing of a great variety of red and grey granites, moftly with fmall grains;
and in fome of thefe valleys I pick’d up {pecimens of the moft beautiful
granites, of which there are great variety. After we had travell'd a few
hours, we ftopp’d, and the Arab left us and led his camels to a {pring at
fome diﬁance, having been near four days without water. In the even-
ing we pafled by an encampment of Arabs, who invited us to ftay all night,
offering tc kill a kid; but the Arab, knowing we did not choofe to ﬁop
where there were any people, told them we were in hafte. We pafled

® Thefe obfervations were made on this water
in Grand Cairo :

1. Scrapings of gall being put into it, pro-
duced very little chmce in the colour, till it had
ftood a confiderable time, when it turn’d greenith.

2. Two ounces being mixed with a dram of
fpirit of fal armoniac, it became turbid, and
there was a fettlement of a little dark grey pow-
der. ,

3. It hardly chang’d colour when mix’d with
fugar of violets.

4. Two cunces mix’d with j of 2 folution of
ﬁcch Saturni, it became immediately very tur-

3

bid ; but ftanding twelve hours, there was a great-
fediment of a dark brown colour, the water re-
maining white and troubied.

5. Two ounces mix’d thH 53 of a foluticn
of fublimate, it turn’d prefently yﬂi‘ow but af-
ter ftanding fome time, a little woolly unCitious
matter fettled at botrom.

6. Two ounces mix’d with 3j of ol. tartar. per
delig. it turnd turbid, and of a pear! colour.

4. Two ounces mix’d with z3 of fpirit of vi-
triol, it fuffer’d no manner of change as 1o its
colour or clearnefs,

by
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by one place where we faw fome garments hanging on a tree, no oné
being near, and exprefling our furprize at it, the Arab faid there was no
danger here, they were all honeft people, and if any thing was loft, the

next encampment was obliged to make amends. We came into a plamer

country, and to the road we thould have come in, and after to the torrent |

of Pharan (Waad- Pharan) the bed of which is a quarter of a mile broad.
On the feventh we turn’d fouthward, and pafled over a hill into the plain
of Baharum, about five miles wide, having only the mountains of Gah

between us and the Sea; we travelld this day thirteen hours. On the -

eighth we came into the valley of Tor, and in three hours to the palm
grove of Tor (Nach-El-Tor.) At the firft entring of it there is a falt
ipring, the water of it {preads over the ground, and the falt making a
cake on the furface, it looks like dry ground, which was the occafion
of an accident to me, which is look’d on as extraordinary, even among
the Arabs, and is generally very difaftrous; for the camel going on this
ground ﬂlpt and fell down, and I came oﬁc it was well the ground was
foft, for if a camel falls on ftones he is certamly {poil’d.
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Tor is a fmall village on the eaft fide of the Red fea, and lies above Tor.

a days journey near weft of Mount Sinai, fo that it is a day fufther to go
by Tor than by the direct road. Near it isa ruin’d caftle, inhabited by the
Arabs; the Greeks call this place Raitho (‘Pafla) which miight have its
name from being inhabited by fome of thofe people, call'd by Ptolemy

Raitheni, towards the mountains of Arabia Feelix ©; it is inhabited by
Arabs, and about twenty families of the Greek church. The monks of

Mount Sinai have a convent here, to which they have {fometimés retired -

when they could not convenlently ftay at Mount Sinai; only one prieft
refides in it for the fervice of the church. There are a fe@ of Mahome-
tan Arabs here, called Seleminites, asit is faid from their having a particular
regard for Solomon, as they have alfo for Abraham; they feem to be the
antient inhabitants of the place, for they have the principal mofque to
which all the others go every Friday; and thefe in their prayers make
mention of Solomon as well as Mahomet. It is pofiible they may be de-

fcendants of fome people in thefe countries, who in fome manner adhered to

the Jewith religion ; or perhaps may be of the race of Jethrothe father-in-law
of Mofes. About a league north of Tor is a well of good water, and all
about it are a great number of date trees and feveral {prings of a falt warm
water, efpecially to the fouth eaft, where the monks have their garden. Near
it are {everal {prings, and a bath or two, which are call’d the Baths of Mofes ;
the Greeks as well as fome others are of opinion, that thisis Elim. The
greateft curiofities at Tor are the produ&ions of the Red fea ; the fhell fith
of it are different from thofe of the feas to the north of it; but what are moft
peculiar to it, are the {everal flone vegetables, the Madrepore, a fort of
coral, the fungi or mufhrooms, and the red pipe coral. I went to the
houfe that belongs to the convent of Mount Sinai, where I was entertain’d
by the prieft: Ihad a letter to the fteward of the convent, who being ab-

-{ent, his fon came to me and brought me a prefent of fruit and fhells,

mv1ted me to eatat his houfe, but excufing myfelf, he fent his pr0V1ﬁons ‘

in for me.
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- convent, The archbifhop of Mount Sinai was not here, but his deputy
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To the fouth of the town is a ruin’d caftle under an Arab governor;
and three or four miles to the fouth there is a village call’d Jebelee: Be-
yond it is the bay of Raie, where the fhips going to Suez often ftay when
the wind is contrary. They fay the Red fea here is half a day’s failing
over, though I think it cannot be above ten leagues. Oppofite to Tor
is Jebel Garib, and fouth of that is Jebel Zeit, that is, the Mountain of
oil, which they fay has its name from a healing water there, which they
think has the effet of oil. I went twice into the Red fea, fwimming
over the groves, if 1 may fo call them, of coral or madrepore, which
is {fomewhat dangerous, and pull’d {everal of them up; I could not ob-
{ferve that they were in any part fofter at firft taking out than they are after-
wards, but I took notice that they changed their colour in a very fhort time;
{ome that were reddith to a deep yellow, and thofe that were white to a.
pale yellow. I faw none of the fungi, or tube coral growing, the latter
is found at about the diftance of a day and a half: I got a finer piece
of it than ever I faw, which thews plainly how it grows with a round
head like a colly-flower.

On the ninth we purfued our journey towards Mount Sinai. Croffing
over the plain to the eaft, and travelling about fix hours, we lay near the
entrance into a narrow vale, having join’d fome company that were going
that way. At Tor they demanded of me a {fmall Caphar, but I did not
pay it, and a Sheik that was in the company took four that were due to
him on the road, and another four for Mount Sinai, becaufe his anceftor
having affifted a merchant, who had like to have had a dangerous fall a¢
Mount Sinai, he gave him four Medines, which they have demanded of
every one that has come fince to Mount Sinai; fo dangerous a thing is it
to give the Arabs money on any account whatfoever. We faw a hill with-
in the reft, call'd Jebel Mefeka, where they fay there was formerly a con-
vent. On the tenth we came to the torrent calld Waad Hebran be-
tween the high hills of granite. I obferved fome infcriptions on the large
rocks that lay about the valley, and after faw feveral fuch infcriptions at
Mount Sinai; there are many palm trees in this vale. We came to the
fountain Hebran, which is a little running ftream; and to fuch another
half a mile further. We pafs’d through the country call'd Diar Frangi
(the country of the Franks) becaufe they fay formerly the Franks ufed to
come there. 'We had on the left Jebel Mofinewm, that is, the Hill where
Mofes flept ; we had left the convent of Pharan to the north, and .going
on, we lay out of the road in a litte valley; for they feem’d to think
there was fome danger here, probably being near the Arabs of Mount Si-
nai. On the eleventh, after travelling fome time, we turned to the fouth
eaft, and went up a narrow vale call'd Negeb-Houah, which has a gentle
afcent, and water and palm trees in it, there being the bed of a winter torrent
to the left. We here pafs'd over a fquare {pot encompafs'd with Joofe
ftones ; where ’tis faid they firft defign’d the convent, but they pretend
that the archite&t by fome miracle was led to build it where it ftands.
We went on and arrived at the Greek convent of St. Catharine’s, com-
monly call'd the convent of Mount Sinai, being on the foot of Mount
Sinai, at the north eaft fide of it; I was drawn up in a machine, by a
windlafs, about thirty feet high, and convey’d through a window into the

and
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and the chief of the convent received me at the window, and ask’d if I
would go firft to my room, or to the church ; I went to the latter, where
they fung a hymn, and conducted me to the ﬂmne in which the body of St.
‘Catharine was depofited, and then thew’d me the way to the apartments
‘they have allotted for ftrangers.

CHAUP IL |
Of MounNT SiNal, and the places about it.

OUNT Sinai in general, is call'd by the Arabs Jebel Mofes (the
Mountain of Mofes.) It is one hill with two fummits: The Greeks

divide the mountain into four parts. Half way up the mountain is a little
plain L. in the fifty-third plate. Between the two fummits to the north
of it, is what they call Mount Horeb. To the fouth is the height Y. cal-
led properly Mount Sinai. Mount Serich is a long narrow hill to the weft
of Horeb. Eaft of the great convent, and at the eaft end of the narrow
vale, which is north of Mount Horeb, is a round hill D. which the Greeks
call the Mount of Mofes. It joins to